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Welcome to Mere News No 40, Winter 2008. Thisasstiarts our fourteenth year of publication, quate
milestone | think you would agree!

We have seen many changes over the years, manyagabalfew not quite so good and we, the produ¢tdam,
seem to have developed a fairly comfortable fornmutahe style of Publication we have at the moment

If anyone would disagree, and would like to seendea we are open to suggestions, via Letters tEEtitor;
otherwise you will get more of the same in fugsues of ‘Mere News'!

Recently, | was given ‘The Guardian Book of Engllsinguage’. T his booklet sets out Guardian rulesttie
way thatthe English Language should be used irspapers and gives several quotations on Editors.
Here are a couple:-

*  Some editors are failed writers, but so are moiserg— T S Elliot

There's nothing in it really, it's just a matteradiecking the facts andthe spelling, crossingloeifirst
sentence, and removing any attempts at jokes —adldfrayn

*

So with that (all jokes crossed out) — a very ha@hyistmas to all our readers, supporters,
contributors, advertisers. We, the entire productimam, wish you a safe and prosperous
New Year — stay fairly sober and we’ll be with yagain in the New Year.

Terry Cartlidge

Please send your advert requirements with chegyalte to ‘Mere News' to Margaret Lagoyianni aorya
member of the productionteam - address detaifsoat cover.
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Information for advertisers and
contributors- the 2009 cut-off dates are:

-M.OTs - Class 4 & NOW Class 7

Issue 41 Spring edition 15th February - Servicing/Repairs all makes & models
Issue 42 Autumn edition 15th July - Tyres, Balancing & Tracking
Issue 43 Winter edition  15th October - Exhausts & Batteries

- Snap—On Diagnostic code reading
- Parts & Accessories available

Contact: Tel 01691 622849
Fax: 01691 624483

Cargotec Industrial Park,
Elson Road,
Ellesmere
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Runcorn, the town
where | was born, is
approximately 10

miles from Liverpool,

that is, via its nearest
town, just across the
Mersey — Widnes.
During the war when
the German planes
were bombing

Merseyside, Runcom
got its fair share of
explosives!!! | was a
young boy of eight at
the time and | do

remember as soon as the siren was heard for aaidir
poor old mum would make for the smallest room!!right when he used to say “when I'm gone there'll
Dad used to say “the siren was as good as ‘Ex i@x’ never be another”.

poor mother”. If there were any customers in thb p
that we had, then they, on hearing the warning,ldvou
make for home, and we, mum, dad my sister and

would make our way down to the cellar, which we had

made into an extra room with table, chairs, cangsbe
kettle etc. Many, many nights were spent downeter

It was a terrible time when | think back to thosghbs
— you could hear the bombs whistling as they weré/ariety. | also discovered from this old pal of mihat
falling — and the whistle would get louder and leué
then suddenly stop! And youthen got under somgthi was born in 1887.They also made about a dozen films
(perhaps the table) to wait for the bang! Which
sometimes would shake the building and dust wouldive show, in front of an audience.

drop from the cellar roof. Of course when the wimngt
stopped you never knew if that particular bomb ha
SO your nerves were on edgeil unt

your name on it!!

the “all clear” sounded, it was an awful time, budid
have some amusing incidents, on reflection.

One night after a particular heavy raid with soromb
dropping quite close, we all heard a terrible soahd
glass breaking and knew immediately that manynext time we can remember some more great names
windows had gone - quite close to us! Not longmaft
that very loud explosion the “all clear” soundediave

all went to bed (that was if there was any of tighn
left) and it was school for me the next day (thstas
long as school was still there!). Just acrossriasl
from our pub was “Burtons” the tailors, | left horioe
school and as soon as | got ouside | ran backadd
Mum and Dad that lots of bodies were lying in thad
outside, so dad went out to have a look and carok ba
with a smile on his face. The “bodies” were, of
course the dummies out of “Burtons” window which
was blown completely out, and six of them fully
dressed were lying in the street!! What a scaat th
was, but after Dad reassured me | wentto school.
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When | was a young entertainer, | was very lucky to
have a mother who loved to see a live variety sasw
much as | did, so any chance to get to a theatee wa
never missed. | was lucky enough to see someeof th
real hill toppers, and | do recall seeing that “iiaf
Variety” Max Miller, his signature tune would begin
“Mary from the Dairy”. The orchestra would begia t
play it very soft and low, and then build up alétt
faster and louder. A spotlight would focus on tafe
hand side of the stage, then he would appear,ltds b
eyes reflecting in the spotlight, dressed as alvimyss
multi-coloured jacket and plus fours, brown andtehi
golf shoes, loud multi-coloured tie and on his hkeed
trade mark white homburg hat. As soon as he apgdeare
his personality lit upthe stage, even before hisamce
you could feel the excitement building, | think \Wwas

Another act | recall was Arthur Lucan and Kitty
cShane, “Old Mother Riley and her Daughter Kitty”.
he Lucan and McShane Partnership lasted almost 40

years, they parted in 1951 and Arthur Lucan digde¢h

years later, in harness at Tivoli Theatre in Huflecall

an old pal in Variety telling me that during the8a@nd

40’s they were the most successful Double Act in

Arthur Lucan’'s real name was Arthur Towle and he

but you could tell that they were only at home dpin

CJBenjoy looking back at some of the “Variety Toptbg

ills” that | saw, because it's now all gone andnma
of the great theatres are either offices or BingdisH
Some, like the dear old “Royalty Theatre” in City
Road, Chester, have been knocked down and replaced
with flats!! I have had some very happy hours back
stage at the “Royalty”, now gone forever!! Perhaps

from those years.

Keep Smiling

How do snowmen get around?
W  Theyride an icicle!
i)

How does Good King
Wenceslas like his pizzas?
One that's deep pan, crisp and
even!
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Being a brief account of happenings at the Woodlatire Reserve near Ellesmere during the
months of September to December in the years 200407 .

And the first sounds to be heard at Woodlane inin early November, good numbers of teal were pitesen
September 2004 were the thin reedy notes of thg sonat Woodlane as well as a few greylag geese, a smore
of a robin — a sure sign of approaching winter.iAdv ~ so of snipe, and up to about 500 lapwing. Siskins,
battered foxglove stood just inside the reserve'shaffinches, long-tailed and blue tits, and a gaddc
entrance. A hundred greylag geese were present earforagedthrough the treetops.

in the month but had departed by the fourth. Aipgss
osprey alighted on one of the purpose-built plater
but was quickly driven off by a raven.

Gale-force winds and rain early in December diviste
the trees of their last few leaves. Bird feedersewe
being well patronized — by bank voles and rabbits
In October, a flock of about a hundred migratingmopping up spillages! A stoat was seen, hunting
fieldfares was seen passing over the reserve. One through the rough grass, perhaps with either of the
sometimes two — kingfishers were being seen amongbove in mind as a possible luncheon. A visit lrgéh
the fishing pools. Other birds present during tfemth  goosanders was noted on the 19th. With the adjacent
included curlew, wigeon, teal, tufted duck, a gagyl quarry quiet overthe Christmas holiday, it wasnaet
goose and a mute swan. to listen and appreciate the variety of bird callke

f last interesting sight of the year was that of reglsi

A welcome sight to brighten the dull days o redpoll feeding on some weed seeds.

November was a cock pheasant atatchthe dullness
were two grey herons. Two hundred lapwing wereThe main feature of the Woodlane Nature Reserve in
present on the islands and smaller birds inclused t September 2006 was the large number of wildfowl
redpolls and ten goldfinches. Also, on the islafider  present. Around a thousand Canada geese, more than
crows and four magpies disputed ownership of agpiectwo hundred greylags and several hundred mallard as
of carrion. Other birds to be seen in late Novembemell as up to four grey herons, barmacle geese,
included a pair of bullfinches, some linnets, onegoosanders and wigeon. Warmer weather near the end
meadow pipit, a treecreeper, a nuthatch, twoof the month led dragonflies to take to the wingl an
goldcrests, a water rail and a tawny owl. About 200three painted ladies sought nectar from a latecfilovg
Canada geese visited the reserve on a summer-lik&hrub.

December 2nd and seventy teal dabbled in th%

ood numbers of wild geese were still present rlyea
shallows. Rusty-coated bank voles sought food undebctober. The “Stars 0? the Show" werFe): undoutb!;edly

the bird tables. Six or seven hundred lapwing were .

: , he seventeen bamacle geese whose fast synchdonize
present and a pair pf ruddy shelduck to brighten th flight contrasted with thg slower movemen}[/s of the
short dark days of midwinter. heavier Canadas and greylags. A little later in the
It still seemed lke summer at Woodlane in Septembemonth, greylags had increased somewhat in numbers
2005. Fish could be seen sunbathing in the shallowand, together with about 500 lapwing, made a fine
and both hawker and darter dragonflies were verysight.
gctg €. ﬁ?gnfoégenmfglihgf ;Ta?w dr:O;;h;N;FOaL: f7a(')rThe 17th of the month was a foggy autumn morning

uriew ng ! . "when birds seem nervous and easily unsettled. No
numberg of greylagl gees% andc}eal. Ebarly |nf ?Ctoberfewer than three species put on flying displays —
sunny days prevailed and good numbers of lapwin . : N

were present in the reserve. When a sparrowhawk ﬂeQapwmgs, gulls and starlings — separately andttoge

across, i failed to frighten either them or tHeskn or in andout of the fog.

so teal dabbling nearby. November opened with a spell of fine and frosty

Snioe were present on most davs and sometimes tweather. About forty curlew were usually present an

vvildp and Iongly cries of curlew C())/uld be heard.dir Q‘%OUt the same number of common teal. A warm day
e on the sixth brought out a red admiral to do delit

r%unbathing and the next day a cormorant was seen

aH;hing in the big pool. Later in the month a chiffaff

Was present on the reserve, though the “fluffed-out

and gadwall of the duck family, a peregrine, tweajr

spotted woodpeckers and a green sandpiper. Overhe
heralding the coming of winter, passed flocks of
fieldfares and redwings. (Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

plumage of this small warbler did not augur well fis
survival through the winter. The most unusual sight
the month was that of a snipe being attacked altestiki
by a carrion crow. When making off with its bootlye
“carrion” was set upon by a buzzard which caused th
snipe carcase to fall to the ground. The buzzaet th
swiftly collected its illicit gain and disappeareder
the boundary hedge.

Early in September of 2007, upwards of a thousand
Canada geese were congregating on the washing pool
Rowan berries were at their brightest. Whilst some

leaves were still green, others were displaying the SCUIptureS rEtUI'n tO bUddlng

multiple colours of early autumn. A hundred or more I
of greylag geese were resting and preening in fodnt young artists

the “Lapwing” hide. When a low-flying buzzard Ellesmere Sculpture Intiative was formed after the

passed over the shallows, mallard and curlew litera successful international ‘extramuros’  sculpture
exploded in all directions. exhibition, which opened in Ellesmere in March 2007

October — and some newly exposed mud attracted ane exhibttion stimulated a group of local peopde t

few more snipe. Later in the month, wigeon, shavele t&e action and build on this success by bringing
gadwall, teal and up to 300 lapwing were recorded sculpture to the area and art closer to the comtyuni
’ " With this aim ESI plan to organise another exiolpiti

The fiith of November was a much cooler day within August 2009, which will provide school children
low cloud and a brisk breeze. Auumn leaves wereand adults with the opportunity to participate.

falling fast though maple and larch remained cdldur .
as did a few small oaks. Around 1dm. three |n a few weeks time the three extramuros sculptures

ommissioned for Ellesmere will return from thedray

ng display at exhibitions in Portugal and Norther
and Southem Spain. They will be an integral pathe
new sculpture garden at Ellesmere Primary School.
Signs of impending winter were the appearances of @ne of the pieces ‘The Ellesmere Pillar is retomio
brambling and a water rail whilst from some bushesihe school where children helped to make it. The
came a brief snatch of arobin’s winter song. schoolchildren attended workshops with the artid a

On a dull grey day in early December, alder andproduced_individual copper tiles which formed the
willow trees were still holding on to quite a fesaves ~central shield of the pillar.

hindering the sightings of small birds foragingrie.  These to launch the opening of the sculpture
By the middle of the month all leaves had faller an garden.three pieces will be presented to the Pyimar
few siskins were to be seen among next spring'é wel School during the first School Arts Week on Dec 8
formed alder catkins. when there will be a short ceremony

As the year ended, out in the shallows could ben see
five grey herons, shelducks and shovelers, ma#adi
teal, a few snipe and several hundred lapwing.

common buzzards appeared, one of which overflew th
reserve putting upwards of a hundred common snip
into the air as well as several hundred lapwing.

HB  Why did Santa's helper see the
I!l‘[‘b] doctor?

Because he had a low "elf" esteem! December 14th

What did Adam say on the day before A Celebration of Chiristmas
Christmas? at
It's Christmas, Eve! 6.30 pm
What's the difference between the Porthywaen Youth Band
Christmas alphabet and the ordinary and Others

2
alphabet: Refreshments

The Christmas alphabet has "no EL"!
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Memories of a Semi-Professional Most of the other music publishers were located in
Denmark Street which was known as “Tin Pan Allgy”,

Musician—-rart 2 also another one in Charing Cross Road and althpugh
| apologise for the delay between my first instalnemost of them have gone out of business thereli®sg
and this one due to my recent long spell in hobpitaorid famous publisher still operating namgly
However, | am now back in circulation and makin@happell's of Bond Street.

good progress. During my time at Feldman’s | remember Dame \fera

| started playing piano in bands at the age of 87-Lynn when she was 17 years old coming to Feldmlan’s
years, in the 1930’s when Ballroom Dancing wastén ifor an audition to sing with the Joe Loss Bande fias
hey-day. Those were the days when you could gbdo fat this time singing at the East Ham Working Mgn’s
Cinema in the West End of London ie. Plazg@lub. This was in 1938, and then she moved to
Piccadilly, Empire Leicester Square, or the Odeseg Barking. Her father was M
a big film, live stage show plus a top organist. i.€or the dances at the club on a
Reginald Foert, Sydney Torch playing the MightBaturday night. It seems tHat
Waurlitzer and all this for 2/6d (two shilings arsik Vera had the same musigal
pence - pre-decimal coinage). background as me, a musi¢al

My love of music eventually led me to obtain a job family with sing songs arourld
the West End (London) with a Music Publisher éhe p1ano.
Feldman & Co of Shaftsbury Avenue, as a Demo
Pianist, playingthe latest songs for singers wlrneto

choose new material for their act on the varietgst

Agnes was now living at Newton, Ellesmere, and
working at Oteley. Another sister was Alice Doddowh

May | say how much | have enjoyed married Thomas Griffths in 1860 at St Mary's in
Mere News on the odd occasions when Wolverhampton. He came from Ellesmere and worked
| have seen one. The article on Owajn:f. on the railway as a porter in Wolerhampton. Agdies
Glyndwr’s grave was quite fascinating- not have children, not sure about Alice.

a real exclusive! Any further information on this family would be wer

| wonder if you have a mailing list or other meafs mych appreciated.

subscribing? (Address supplied)

Wem

(Ed Note: Contact the Editor for details of subptions) Since losing the popular No. 19 fortnightly service
Wrexham, the only way to get there is to go to

I'm writing as a matter of interest, about an Aeed Oswestry and then catch the No. 2 bus to Wrexham.

Dodd who was married in St Mary's Church Ellesmer¥ou could also go on the 53 bus to Gobowen andhcatc

on 27 May 1852 to an Ellen Mantle, aged 20 yearghe train, but this still means two separate joysne

from Cleobury Mortimer. His profession wasWhy do we have so many bus journeys to Shrewsbury

Gamekeeper at Newton, Oteley Park. Her father wadien Wrexham is closer? It is easier for the d¢yder

John Mantle, Farmer, of Cleobury Mortimer. Of 5get about as it’s much flatter and major superetark

January 1853, Archelaus died at Newton-it is belgev and the hospital are within reach of the town aentr

he had fallen from his horse after hitting a boagha We have just lost Tesco’s Wednesday bus to their

tree. He was buried on %8Januuary 1853 aged 22supermarket in Shrewsbury, due to lack of funding.

years, leaving his wife seven months pregnant ambw that the new shopping centre has opened, siirely

having to leave Ellesmere and go back to her family is time we had at least a weekly service to Wrexham

Cleobury Mortimer, where her son, also calleName supplied)

Archelaus, was born on‘h7Mar_ch. He was brought Up \ypat do you think-send your views to:-

by members of the Dodd family, but did not know Whathe Princpal Transport Officer

happenedto his mother. Passenger Transport Services

Also Agnes Dodd was the sister of Archelaus whal dieiggehaF“ t

in Ellesmere, she also married in St Mary’s in 185% Shr:xsbtrsga ©

Zephaniah Hall who was also a gamekeeper but frogy> gnD

Kemberton, Nr Shifnal-both fathers are listed asemail:

gamekeepers. (at Oteley?) passtrans@shropshire.govuk
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Ladies of Ellesmerby J.W. Nankivell
(Article supplied by Christopher Jobson)

Ellesmere before 1066 belonged to the Earl of Mercivhose amorous conduct was such, the Pope had to
William the Conqueror gave it to his cousin, theajyr rebuke her. She fell in love with Hamo, Lord of
Earl of Shrewsbury. Later it revertedto the Crowkil Ellesmere, Knockyn, Middle and married him. Hamo
the lands bordering Wales were troubled by frequedistrusted the other Crusader rulers and on hithdea
Welsh raids. To keep the peace in our area, Hinnbed, signed a truce with the Moslem leader, Sutifin

made a treaty of friendship wi B Turkey, leaving Isabella in trust to him. He supsed

the Prince of North Wales - her conduct and gave his approval to her thirdfarid
gave David ap Owen his sis husbands. She died in 1282. For the next two,
Emma to be his bride. Ast centuries, the Le Stranges owned much land, inodudi
dowry, Henry gave his sister t Ellesmere. They made suitable marriages, grew in
manors of Ellesmere and Hallj| . wealth and power. Theth8Baron married Jacquette,
Emma ruled Ellesmere and H|j| - Edwards |V's sister-in-law. He had no sons and one
other manors for over for daughter, Joan, the last of the Le Strange’'s who
years — she was a typi succeeded to her father;s baronies and estatesson h
Plantagenet red-haired, quic death. In 1479, she married the son and heir of
tempered, but wise ar Thomas, Earl of Derby, then probable the richest ma
generous to her people, buildi the kingdom, after the King. The eldest Stanleyp so
alms houses for the poor || ! assumed the Barony of Strange.

glvm% the dlankt)jbat Cricket 1 The fifth Earl of Derby (and X3 Baron Strange of
Haughmond Abbey. Ellesmere) Ferdinando married Alice Spencer and sol

The great Liywellyn, Prince h W the Shropshire estates which were bought by Thomas

Wales resented David's ped®: R Egerton, the future Lord Chancellor and first Baron

with the King and he seized David from Ellesmerd artllesmere of a new creation.

imprisoned him in Wales, where he died in 1204.eT . . .

frontier had for many years been in ferment andgKi%giLt?: s rgfarg;cti) 'lelcﬁi’s ttr?i?d V\fn\.ﬂfiomﬁ?:'“““g

John endeavoured to make peace with Llywelly Y T

] I dt ¢ d tok ; t, beauty and youthful learning We..
ywellyn agreed to a truce and as a token ol gogQ 4 qjizeqd by the poets, especm:

faith, John gave his daughter Joan in marriageanJ penser and Miton, who wrote Arcacs s

N
was granted the manor as her dowry by the Kingian or her. She became wife of the foun.. ;

was she who granted Ellesmere its first Chartdne S of Egertons, who were to own mus
was a wild girl and amorous, tempestuous and meproperty in Shropshire and were Lords f

o1 Wales, cid much 1 prevent Lywellyn breakingtht Manor from 1601 until the tnertic
P ywelly & century. Of all the Ladies of our Lorcm

peace. To her children, Prince David and Prlnc%?e exceeded the Dowa
ger Countes® of
Gladys, she was a devoted mother. She died in by in beauty and charm. She dlec.. ]

and was buried in the Friary Llewellyn built forrhdt
was during her life that the Manor of St. John tinel toac having. no - children by R —-
Church were givento the Knights Hospitallers.

v

Henry Ill gave the manor to E“""" Her daughter, the Lady Frances Stanley
@“““““““E Hamo Le Strange, a close fneno: -Was like her father, Ferm_nando in looks,
& clevemess and high spirits and she had

m of the prince who was to be' :
2 much of the wit and charm of the Dowager
Edward I. When Edward joined gaasanasg Countess. She married the first Lgrd

a Crusade, Homo' accompanleg__.”esmere s son, John Egerton, first Earl of Bridtsy
him — they landed in CGyprus. nand 2d Baron Ellesmere.

earlier campaigns, the Crusaders
had conquered Jerusalem ant is rare for a stepson to marry his step-mother's

much of the coast and set upglaughter, but all were devoted to each other. &lo
kingdoms and built massiveby the poets, Frances was immortalized by her drien
u castles as centers for their feudathe youthful John Milton, when he wrote Comus fer h
ﬁnnnnnnnﬂ rule. One of the greatest of thes@nd her children. This was first acted by her farat
Kingdoms was Cyprus, anotherLudlow where her husband lived in the castle agiLor
Beirut, ruled at that time by a beautiful widowlela, President of the Marches. Frances had fifteerdrenil
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She died in 1645.having no children by Lord Elleseme was first acted by her family at Ludlow where her
The heirs to the second Baron of Ellesmere, becammagsband lived in the castle as Lord President ef th
Dukes of Bridgwater. The®3Duke, the Canal Duke, Marches. Frances had fifteen children. She died i
had no children and the estates (now immenselp45.

extendeql) and the huge income from h's. canals 9@MEpe heirs to the second Baron of Ellesmere, became
his cousin the Earl of Bridgewater and it was hitew kes of Bridgwater. TheBDuke, the Canal Duke

who annually stayed in Ellesmere between 1803 aﬁgd ho children and the

1849. She had the gift of caring for her husband’s : (=555 = 355 |< 855> |
tenants and it was she, during a prolonged vvidO\dhoogr;gtnedseé?ogvnénmeenhsj- u

who caused a transformation in the farmlands an .
farmbuildings of the neighbourhood, and th%;rgrgiofr?‘g E(I)Sus(iﬁnte;
beautifying of the Churches of which she was patssn Earl of Bridgewater an

The Bridgewater estates came into the possessitreofit was his wife whc
children of the first Earl Brownlow, bequeathedthy annually stayed ir
7t Earl of his sister’'s grandchildren. In 1849, #ne<llesmere between 18
children were fatherless, so Lady Marian Affordexhr and 1849. She had t
for them until the eldest came of age. He diedmhe gift of caring for he
was 24, so his brother, the third Earl Brownlovusband's tenants and
succeeded and was Lord of the Manor until 1921s Hvas she, during
mother, Lady Marian, visited Ellesmere frequenthda prolonged widowhooc
intended to build a house near Whitemere, but #ad¢hd wh o caused

of the 24 Earl Brownlow (commemorated by her in theransformation in th
building of the beautiful Church at Colemere) dedid farmlands ani
her to live in London. She was a daughter of tifarmbuildings of the

Marquess of Northampton. She was very beautifd aneighbourhood, and tf!mmm.

a leader of the bright young Victorians. beautifying of the Churches of which she was patssn

R R R B R
R RO B B BN

Lady Marian’s second son, Adelbert Wellingtorid 3 The Bridgewater estates came into the possessitreof
Earl Brownlow lived until 1921. He visited Ellesmee children of the first Earl Brownlow, bequeathed the
regularly. He was a Founding Fellow of the Collége 7t Earl of his sister’s grandchildren. In 1849, thes
1879 and in succeeding years was a regular visitte. children were fatherless, so Lady Marian Afordezhr
married one of the most beautiful women in Englanthr them until the eldest came of age. He diedrwhe
the 17 year-old younger daughter of theh 1Barl of was 24, so his brother, the third Earl Brownlow
Shrewsbury, the Lady Adelaide Talbot. Even in olslicceeded and was Lord of the Manor until 1921s Hi
age, she retained her beauty and her love of fagble mother, Lady Marian, visited Ellesmere frequenthda
clothes. intended to build a house near Whitemere, but daghd

%frthe 2d Earl Brownlow (commemorated by her in the

Her daughter, the Lady Frances Stanley was like L , .
father, Feminando in looks, cleverness and hightsp %g':d,'[ggliefet?ne Egﬁgg‘:}u' Cghuerd\:\,aa; goljeamuzaet)erd%cfhdthe

and she had much of the wit and charm of the Dowa .
Countess. She marrizs arquess of Northampton. She was very beautifd an
FESRERaSEOSEE 4 leader of the bright young Victorians.

the first Lorc
Ellesmere’'s son, Jot
Egerton, first Earl c

Bridgwater and 2
Baron Ellesmere.

Lady Marian’s second son, Adelbert Wellingtord 3
Earl Brownlow lived until 1921. He visited Ellesme
regularly. He was a Founding Fellow of the Collége
1879 and in succeeding years was a regular visitte.
married one of the most beautiful women in England,
the 17 year-old younger daughter of theh 1Barl of
Shrewsbury, the Lady Adelaide Talbot. Even in old
age, she retained her beauty and her love of faahie
clothes.

It is rare for a stepson
marry his step-mother
daughter, but all wel
devoted to each oth¢
Beloved by the poet
Frances wa:
immortalized by he
friend, the youhfu
John Milton, when h
wrote Comus for he

and her children. Th HESHEHESHNTY

Acknowledgment and thanks are due to Anthea Hawkins
for the loan of this previously unpublished manipcr

by the late J.W.Nankivell. It was originally weitt as a

set of notes for a historical fashion show held in
Ellesmere.

L2l o o L S
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A big thank you from all here at Mere News for ¢r@oing monetary support from the Town Coungil -
always very welcome. Also, we would like to wistorey and happy retirement to Town Clerk, Barbgra
Harrington , whose contribution to Ellesmere lifl@shbeen considerable for many years. A warm wed

new Clerk - Peter Holloway . Ed.

Also starting in December we are adding a monthly

Me e Ambles two hour walk to our programme, in addition to the
We are very pleased that several new walkers hdv@mal weekly one hour walks. These longer walks
joined us recently. Each week eight to twelve peopW'”_ start from the same place as the one hour walk
set off from venues in the town accompanied by twving walkers the opportunity to choose on the day
leaders. They are ‘taking steps’ to improve thefhich walk they will join.
health, while enjoying the company of others as We‘{SU{tabIe 'fO(_)twear is essential for the two hourkeal
as the local scenery. We have even managed soffidch will involve more rugged terrain, and also

walks recently when the sun has been shiningpme stiles. _ )
lighting up the autumn colours! ur one hour walks will continue every week as at

. present - except for the change of starting time to
We also have four new walk leaders who all enjoyed) goam

themselves on a training day recently, organised _t|>_¥1 ) o ]
Shropshire County Council's ‘Walking for Life’ 'N€reisno charge for joining us, and we aim terca

Project Officer. There are now nine leaders invdivdOr anyone who wants to exercise a bit more, and ca
in leading the weekly walks, so we are well placed Manage an hour of gentle walking.

welcome more new people on our walks. Full details of all walks are in our Mere Ambles

We are making one change to all walks. Starting fjrogramme available in Ellesmere Medical Centre,
December, walks will start at0.00am instead of the Library and Infolink. _

11.00am. We hope that this change will nd®r for more information phone David Farncombe,
inconvenience any of our regular walkers, and that01691 622497

will suit most people better. _
Please come along and give us atry.
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Ellesmere Branch Shropshire Wildlife Trust

Our two wildlife reserves in Ellesmere are worthigt at any time of the year. The trees in the
Plantation off Sandy Lane are especially fine ituswn and spring, and birdlife changes from

season to season — and birds in the trees andsbustig be easier to spot in winter when the
leaves are down.

A pair of Moorhens raised two broods this summeBiath Road Pond, and for a while their fluffy bkachicks
were easy to see as they followed the parentsbgdgr food. As they grow larger they become maeretive,
and often the only sign of a moorhen is a shanpratall from the reed mace.

This invasive plant, also known as bulrush, isateeing to take over the pond completely again,veaglan to
remove much of it before next spring. This involies use of waders so that volunteers can geteémdter and
pull or cut the stems. A previous planned attemg thwarted by the very high water level followioge of late
summer’s downpours.

The Plantation seems to be ever more popular witkexs, who include this woodland as part of sevaraular
walks. Volunteers have been working to keep thégand steps in good condiion, as well as maiirtgithe
reserve as a suitable habitat to encourage a vadety of wildlife — we are trying to enhance theasland’s
biodiversity.

You may notice the sapling hazels in various acddlse woods; these were planted a few months agd in ten
or twelve years time should be ready for coppieinge have to be patient when managing woodland!

A new activity for us which proved popular with 8®minvolved was a fun session for children. Oma fnorning
at the end of August eight children and their mathessembled in the middle of the Plantation wodtsy were
sent first on a bug hunt, and a satisfyingly labgetle was found in one of the plastic traps. Thershaking
branches over a sheet the children found a wholgeraf exciting creepy-crawlies. Following refresmts, which
included campfire-brewed tea for the adults, thiéddodn did some exploring, and finished the mormlaiygnaking
dens from branches and leaves. When it was timfanish, their reluctance to go demonstrated how e
children — and adults — seemto have enjoyed thieasse

We plan to repeat the activity early next yearifsou are interested watch out for our postersedsing the date.

We have again planned an interesting and variegramame of meetings for 2008 - 09. The indoor mggtiare
held in Ellesmere Town Hall and start at 8.00 pmwerione is welcome, whether a member of the SWTabr
There is a charge of £2.00 which helpsto covercosts..

Thursday 4" December 2008 Thursday 5th March 2009

FUN QUIZ AND GAMES OTTERS

Come and join us for a pre-Christmas social gatlgeri Emma Bond is the Biodiversity Officer for Wrexham.
and join in the fun with a wildlife theme — and@pja She has been involved with local and national stgve
glass of wine of one of our favourte mammals — one which hapsly

. - increasing in numbers.
Please note that there is nomeetingin January 9

nd 1
Thursday 5" February 2009 Thursaay 2 April - 2009

AGM followed by
LOOKING AT TREES IN SHROPSHIRE
John Tuer is an active member of the Internatidmeé EF:IRO.PSHIRhE ilingUNlﬁiR mRFATl ith .
Foundation. His slides take us on a walk in thentCia oflowing a sho , well-known local omitholegi

: . eo Smith shows us the hirds that are on the Shiops
and Bury Diches area of South Shropshire. I—E ; . .
discusses issues relating totrees. jodiversity Actlon Plan. Many of these are well-
known species which are now under threat. Leo

Saturday 14" February at 10.00 am explains what is being done to save them.

WO RK PARTY
Maintenance work on the Plantation; everyone i1Ursday 7" May 2009
GS, PEATAND THEFUTURE

}?;?Ilg%rgfhé?/ chrznrﬁair;%é?m us, and do as much or% Joan D_aniels is the_ _Senior Reserve_Manager of
Fenn’s, Whixall and Bettisfield Mosses National iiat
Reserve - and a popular regular visitor to the &nan
tonight she speaks on Britain's bogs, and what is going on
there.
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All answers are formed by two words beginning W WB)B
Eg: He hopes all goes well = Well Wisher Damp @sai= Blue Brick

1. Atheists - "in the beginning" 50. Bite at night

2. Slap dash way 51. Famous composer

3. People toss coins in 52. Equals abdication

4. Flea-bitten rabbit 53. Cheeky greeting

5. Used in experiments 54. Wanderer, shouting through letter boxes

6. Cold and magical 55. He's not coming home

7. In time he will succeed 56. Cockney ringers

8. Password 57. Fictional beast

9. Regency dandy 58. Regular payment

10. Two man mortgager 59. Recorded for readers

11. Horn blower 60. Young thug

12. Creates to move you around 61. Cheaper down here

13. Rapid wash 62. Wedding flowers

14. High kicking speaker 63. Boadicea

15. Convicts destination 64. Nourishing bread

16. Halitosis 65. Hang it out

17. Justwed 66. Boxer

18. Slow witted 67. Joe Louis

19. Ban from club 68. Blacksmiths creation

20. He knows a lot 69. Evil woman

21. Young porter 70. Umbilicus

22. Weaving 71. Recycle glass

23. Noah 72. Thin around the middle

24. Ask when lost 73. It's treated here before we drink it

25. Yogi's pal 74. Overweight schoolboy

26. Football team 75. Baskets are so made

217. ...and another football team Send your entry to the Editor by 15th February 2099
28. Global win a ‘valuable prize’

29. Party fun

30. West country cake Crossword Answers - Issue 39

31. Cumbrian poet

32. Surfers Across: 1 Sycamore 5 gene 9 linen 10 Giraffe
33. He's from middle earth 11 naiads 12 analog 15 personality 19 exeunt
34. Scottish champion 20 Grouse 23 Naipaul 25 lance 26 Luke 27 staccaq
35. Scale observers Down: 1 Selene 2 Centipede 3 Monod 4 Riga 6 ¢
36. USA-T-V Series 7 energy 8 Brunel 13 L'rttl?uania 14 Ant 16 SL?ndae
37. Precipitation 17 Rednal 18 Teredo 21 relic 22 flat 24 ink

38. He went from bikes to higher things

39. Fougnt slavery

40. Welsh beauty spot

41.Face up to it Tw o snow men in a field, one turned to the other
42. Less than hot liquid and said "I don't know about you but I can smell
43. Cover up :“* carrots."!
44. Obscures visibility A _
45. TTFN Pﬁ;i»;?‘ .. Didyou know that Santa's not allow ed to go

. £

46. Standard marriage ." ?',él dow n chimneys this year? It w as declared

47. Drank plenty
48. "until my dying day"
49. Costermonger

unsafe by the EIf and Safety Commission.
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Thistime it's a cryptic crossword, with no partmutheme. | hope that it will keep you quietly Baaged for a

few minutes!

The Editor will as ever send a prize to the luckyngr drawn from all the correct replies receivgdilbth

February 2009
— so don't forget to include contact details.
Good luck!

Across:

1 Not a route for wheels or hooves (8)

5 Adjoin a conjunction (4)

9 Small bird, an extremely strong individual
(5)

10 Go on Nan — sort a shape (7)

11 Team in wheel event (6)

12 Involved in answer, very suddenly
turning aside (6)

151 sat in plane ordered from the Gaza
Strip (11)

18 Fat in truffles hybrid (6)

19 Pistol holding German in small boat (6)

211 sung to arrange trips (7)

23 Heard from ‘Cats’ but hardly a song! (5)

24 Digtrict Attorney adds thanks briefly for
information (4)

251 ran hard from nag (8)

Down:
1 In Tarifathere isone parent (6)
2 Involved inthe oldest profession? (2,3,4)
3 Hallucinatory pachyderm? (4,8)
4 Reservoir in west Ankara (4)
6 Catch tak back (3)
7 Daisy will look sweet onthis (6)

COMPETITION WINNERS Issue 39

Ellesmere

Ellesmere

Crossword — Mrs A Shephard. Diksmuide Drive,

Pot Luck Quiz— Mr G F Hayward, Oak Drive,

8 Unseasonable weather for a rockery plant (4-2-6)

. . Our congratulations to both our Winners and |our
It minds a formation’s back (9)

i thanks go to all of you who sent in your entrieg, a
13 14 Afithy place for apen! (3) bumper post bag this time:- 27 entries for |the
14 Can pay for a car, we hear (6) Crossword and 14 entries (a record) for the Pok|.uc
17 To leadfurther, Doctor accelerated initialipj$hed first | Quiz. Regarding the Quiz, however, | have it} on

(4,2) very good authority that Balti cooking originateu

20 Continent in Americas, | allow 4)

Birmingham!

Pot Luck Quiz-Issue 39
Answers

Part 1

1 The Peril

2 Calais

3 Andrew Lloyd Webber
4 Tannin

5 Horse Racing

6 Mary Whitehouse
7 Hops

8 Pears

9 Eight

10 Michael Caine
11 Julie Andrews
12 The Lime

13 The saw

14 The Waves

15 Titanic

16 Capone

17 Black and Yellow
18 Canada

19 Victoria

20 The Serve

Part 2

1 A priest

2 Before

3 None

4 On a wall

5 To attract mates

6 Making your mind up
7 Greece

8 Little ducks

9 Lucy

10 Alistair MacLean
11 Berkshire

12 Royal Flush
13 Danny la Rue
14 Gin

15 Greece

16 Clarified butter
17 Sheep

18 James

19 Blood pressure
205

Part 3

1 Eddie Shoestring
2 R D Wingfield

3 Vibraphone

4 Officer Krupke

5 Ruth and Esther

6 A prize pig

7 Slave

8 Daniel Barenboim

9 Frank Sinatra

10 Fungi

11 Orion

12 Albatross

13 Fathers for Justice
14 The Great Dictator
15 A small anchor

16 Niece

17 One million

18 Lhasa
19 Debussy
20 Britain
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You could be advertising
here for just £15 per issue
£30 for a whole year
(3 Issues)
We have a print run of 150
copies per issue and wel
based versions are in colo
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Wilson was meticulous in his observations and

Dlarles Of an frequently comresponded with academics at the

. University of Cardiff and elsewhere to establishireot
El |esm ere N a‘tu ral |St identification of species including algae, wateafi and
lice. Quite a few specimens, including a great raf
_ , spider, ended up in the National Museum of Wales.
“A boy brought me a bird louse,” writes Edwardaquatic species held his attention particularly; he
Wilson, with evident pleasure. Boys taught by ‘B®p frequently remarks on sinking into the mud in his
Wilson’, as everyone called him, soon caught hb%mboots which in search of some fascinating,
enthusiasm for natural history, bringing him fro@ep, microscopic species. A halff holiday provides the
young tawny owls, pink rooks eggs - all kinds oOherfect opportunity to take his family off on a tgycide
creatures and interesting things they’d found, iBlgar ;5 Newton mere to collect water lice: another time
his delight in discovering the countryside arounfotes with joy the discovery of a flowering rush a
Ellesmere; wading into boggy pools and backwategsyees Branch Canal: ‘I had not seen if for mangary
crawmling through culverts and undergrowth, explaringg i was like meeting a long lost friend'. His e
woods and marshy meadows. enthusiasm fires his explorations in search oflézet

His diary of field trips from 1947-1974 during hisne Wwater lily —the meres and mosses are the onlyepitac
as a biology teacher at Ellesmere College and ghrolEngland it is found — and his research into theterys
his retirement opens a window into another ag@f zebramusselsin Colemere.

recognisable in its geography, but distant in @&itlof gy enthing that lives and grows catches his atbenti
everyday life. and he seems to have a special affection for damdel

With jam jars, tubes, tins, nets, sandwiches aftf watches his small son, Christopher, blowing the
lemonade he would set off with family or schoolldie Parachute seeds of coltsfoot; records the ‘ineletab
club; usually on bikes, looking into hedgebanks leaf cuckoo’, damson blossom and primroses as the season
galls, caterpillars or other interesting things aeder at unfold. From the postmaster, Mr Silverwood, herlea
the road, according to local memory. Wilson himseffeekeeping. As they try to smoke the queen froen th
noted that, “there must be a special providenckifmp hive they brush the bees from their clothes with a
after the field club,” because despite his distrdct g0OSEWINg.

attention and the sheer enjoyment of speeding doy{ith an interest in natural history that coursembtigh
hills, no one seems to have come a-cropper tog badl every vein in his body, Edward Wilson was an early

Their expeditions took them along canals, to Whixafupporter of the Shropshire Conservation Trust (as
and Wem Mosses — where they found round-leav8iropshire Wildlife Trust was originally known) aad
sundews “with leaves like miniature tennis raquets”active member of the Caradoc and Sevem Field Club.
and all around the meres. One special projectttner

rowing across the Mere at Ellesmere in leaky boats

plumb its depths. The first attempt sees the boy

Parsonage tying different colour wools along a rape Extracts from the diaries have been typed up bknJo
mark different depths, though unfortunately hearding and are available to download at
duplicates some colours by mistake, somewhat rginiwww.shropshirewildifetrust.org A bound copy cae found
the experiment. The next attempt is much mote Ellesmere Library. The original diaries are noiw the
ambitious, involving a Heath Robinson contraption ¢hropshire Archive in Shrewsbury. Many thanks &mP
an old cycle wheel and front fork and some insaat&owen for bringing the diaries to light.

telephone wire. The deepest point measured izétl f

Unfortunately further explorations of the Mere are

halted by the drowning oftwo soldiers from Otley. .
What does Father Christmas suffer

HD from if he gets stuckin a chimney?

Ho ial
HB Claustrophobia!

There is always a scientific purpose to the
explorations and their findings frequently come ko
the school science lab. So they watch hydra mltip
an aguarium — until “the tap is accidentally left and
the hydra washed away into the corridor”; the
development of frogspawn is observed until a newt
found in the swimming pool is introduced to the
aquarium and eats all the tadpoles overnight. owsl What athlete is warmest in winter?
worm also disappears from the lab, but is found two A long jumper!

weeks later down the plughole of the sink.

What did the beaver say to the
Christmas Tree?

Nice gnawing you!
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‘Climate Change’
‘Food miles’
‘Low Carbolaving’
‘RenevialEnergy Sources’

What do alltheseterms mean to you and me?

Hopefully the answers meanthat you save real maseyell as your children’s future!

A small local group has got together to inform EBikesmere community about ‘green’ issues, to makeesof the
facts and solutions clearer, and to encourageridiesto make the small changes that can creats amegact.
The group formed as aresult of intial work don&llesmere by the Marches Energy Agency, bas&tiews-
bury, with their effortsto make Ellesmere onelofdpshire’s Low Carbon Communities

(www.lo wcarboncommunities.orqg.bk

We hope to bring you further information over tloenégng months, so watch this space!

Meanwhile, here’s some useful information to thaddout in the dark winter nights of a recession.

N
~ -

How many Hlesmere people does it take to changdight bulb?

‘The Government is working with all major retailevBo sell light bulbs, the lighting industry and @kergy sup-
pliers to phase out traditional energy guzzlinglsjlreplacing them with energy efficient light BI(CFLS).

The traditional light bulb has not changed for oenundred years since Edison and Swan - the tihQ@een Vic-
toria - and these bulbs waste 95% of electricityhaat......"(www. defra.gov.uk

So, for every £1 you currently spend
on electricity for lighting, 95p
iIs wasted as heat...

............. one energy saving bulb could saveouprta year(www.defra.gov.uk

....and that means at least £50 a year
for the averag®tse.

Extrato spendthis Christmas!

And it will reduce the demand on power stationstdrad impact on the environment too!
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Changing light bulbs to save energy and money
These are some examples of common bulbs and thvegrergy alternatives
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All these alternatives are available at yo@CAL electrical suppliers in Ellesmere.
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RED LION COACHING

Church Street, Ellesmere
01691 622632

Homely B&B
Food served Noon—=8.30pm daily
Quiz Nite —Sundays at 8.30pm
M eeting rooms

www.ellesmere.info/redlion
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A.J. SUMNER & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Proprietor: Paul Sumner

For a Personal and Caring Service

Private Chapel of Rest
24 Hour Service

Coronation Cottage
Criftins
Nr. Ellesmere
SY12 9LN

Tel 01691 690328
or
01691 623726
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After three weeks of basic training, we had to parfr the OC’s Selection Board to determine otarkeiin her
Majesty’s Forces. Three of us were selected fdic@f Training (we were offered no choice) the othia the
squad were given a limited choice — Post Officeigegrs went to train as Radio or Line Mechanica®rCipher

clerks (all Trades). Then there were the ancillaagles — Drivers, Cooks and G.D. Workers, G.Dnddafor
General Duties and covers everything not previosphcified.

A week later we passed out of basic training anetweent off to other parts of Catterick Camp. \We¢ Officer
Cadets were sentto Gallowgate Camp at Richmonikstiae.

Gallowgate Camp was perched on the flat bit attpeof Richmond Hill and if this is the RichmondlHihere
the lass lived, then she would have had to hiberabtthrough the winters because of the bittedcdlhe East
wind howled through the

Camp direct from the Urals in
Russia!

As you can see from the
photograph, it was wooden
huts again with the ubiquitous
coke stoves for heating.
Again, there was ample coke
to burn but no means of
getting the fuel to light, so
scrounging for wood became
a top priority.

Back to the photograph:-
Some of the chaps are worthy
of mention, | suppose.

So front row first, from the
left —

No 1. Lionel Blue: - Lionel had a Law degree arabva Rabbi and if anyone who was called up to &mdier
by mistake, it was Lionel. He was completely dihis depth in the Army.

No 3. Mick Kelly: - & No 3 second row.- Jimmy Hotdgk — These two were Winchester Public School beys
Jimmy had been the Southern Counties Cross Cou@hiampion for two years before call up. Jimmy tak
cold more than any of us and hadto have treatfoemhinor frostbite.

Front Row No 5 — John Barry — He was commissiometiveill appear later.

Second Row No 5 — Derek Mott. Derek became a geod friend, a Manchester University Graduate; he w
the oldest member of the squad.

No 6 — Paul Schofield. Paul had a very thick Lahda accent — he called me Turry, and on the sjgigually
Thursday — pay day — when we went to a Pub in Rasidrwhere Derek always had rabbit pie and extraygra
Paul became incoherent and needed an interpreteraatouple of halves.

More nexttime.

Did you spot the Editor? No prizes forthis, hatdNo 1, Second Row
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21st April 2009
16" December 2008 Hearing Dogs for the
All About Christmas/ Deaf
Society Christmas
Party 21st May 2009

Visit to
20" January 2009 Cholmondeley Castl
Wildlife around

Ellesmere 16% June 2009
Fullwoods

(D

H 17" February 2009
Ellesmere Hospital/ 21StJuly 2009

Community Centre
#$ % &
' ( 17t March 2009
" & Old Films of
Ellesmere

%

This  column is a platform for thought Extramuros was worthwhile and upliftingt b
"rg- Observations about our communityi; s only the negative jibes that get reported and
by M A Eliis. remembered.

A | L . . :
; ls-'-% Well, things are taking shape on a|W¢_INe in a fantastic town, with a great commuynit
sides of Ellesmere, Wharf andsPirit and so much of which to be proud.
o === Canal, Mere-side and about the et's focus on the postive and look forward to raag
town. Is it all good? Well in the fytyre.
opinion of this commentator—yes. It is good to see

years of neglect being reversed and the instaiapip SP€aking of wellness — well sort of; the new Healt
items to bring a sense of pride. Oh, there arécsriin C€nNtre l0oks like it is going to happen after What a

every side—what new enterprise does not have tHenf@ntastic result for the efforts of all concernehd

bet the pharaohs had their detractors — another reason to celebrate the regeneration ef th
“ what a waste of money!... it wil only attractharf. My one worry is the shifting centre of gitgvof
vandals!...” etc. the town. However, let’s use this as an excuseush p

forward on counterbalances such asthe Market atall

Remember the controversial comments about thre | say it pieces of Sculpture in the town cxitigelf!
Extramuros sculpture near the Mere? Well, brace

yourselves because we are getting more of those in
yearsto come and | challenge the philistines toeap

with constructive comments. Would they rather wel hgq controversial? - send your comments to theoEdit
a town that looked bland and boring? Plenty of peop
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SEASONAL THOUGHTS by Gill Eleftheriou

Catalogue Heaven

Christmas time is here again, with family and figncosy log
fires, mince pies... and the seed catalogues, whisre
now arrived!

The latter | squirrel away until the excitement dnabtle o f
Christmas is behind us, ready to enjoy on a pebegfiier's
day. Actually, more like a winter's week, or motdfer-
ing the promise of a great gardening year to comaged,
why rush the initial pleasure of selecting the seethich we
hope will be the stars hi next year's gardenindnliggts.

The Chiltern Seeds listing is a marathon of goodied it
usually takes me a further week to whittle down wigh list
to a realistically sized order. Always the lastatdve, in the
run-up to Christmas, it is, however, the first drgck up to
study.

A quick preview of the Plant World Seeds 2009 cagak
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the most vibrant red before retiring for winter.efdin lies
atale....

Regular readers may remember The Hooligans. Now a

year old, they could have been expected to havarathinto
law-abiding adult hens. But, although very biddalaled
friendly, they have remained fearless and feistynidg us
on a nice afternoon for tea hi the garden has laekigh-
light of their day this year. On one occasion, hoere the
attraction proved insufficient - and the quietness omi-
nous. Investigation revealed that they had disedethe
blueberries (carefully lined up in pots hi the sf)adtand-
ing on tip-toe, they were carefully selecting thedst, ripest
berries.

On subsequent occasions they made concerted dashes
wards the spot to see if more of the delectablie frad rip-
ened. Foiled, (we moved the pots), they beratedsuthey

revealed a new section devoted to tomatoes, a FeCOfynted high and low. To atone, we have planted axesp
mended selection of some 60 old-fashioned heirloomfyrrant bush in their yard. Well, theye pets really! And they

heritage varieties which they claim to have tried dested.
Intriguing names include "Banana Legs", "Mexico kgt
and "Pink Oxheart"! | expect that we shall be ueatd re-
sist some of these, so do look out for them aMteéshamp-
ton Spring Fair & Grand Plant Sale dhMay.

For vegetable seeds in general, my favourite soiscte
Organic Gardening Catalogue, with possibly the waiidse-
lection of all, including many which are organigalbro-
duced. Although well priced, members of Garden @irga
receive a further 10% discount on their orders.

WinterSalads

In such a damp summer, tomato plants both indoodsoat

soon succumbed to blight this year. Affairs in gteenhouse
were not helped by my enthusiasm to grow a larglercsion

of varieties than usual. The subsequent overcrogvdons e-
quently aggravated problems, but lesson now learhée

cloud did, however, have a silver lining, in thhetgreen-
house was free of tomato plants by October. A quiekh

and brush-up, the introduction of new compost angya
grew the whiter salads while the nights were sglatively

warm.

Coriander, chervil, red mustard greens and mixdddsa
were directly sown. In order to get an early crbgstarted
Mizuna in pots in September, prior to transplantihdnd
that rocket, also sown hi September, does wellideitshus
saving valuable greenhouse space. We are reapmgetine-
fits now.

Autumn Highlights

Although autumn seems but a faded memory by nowas
heralded at the time as a vintage year for colotemember
driving by Halston, on a windy October day, throumltas-
cade of yellow leaves. All be it on a less monuralestale,
our blueberry bushes were equally ey ecatching estthined
colour rom a nondescript green to

do lay wonderful eggs.

Short-Day Flowers

Absence of frosts resulted in autumn colour hangimgy
until relatively late in the year. Apart from thelifige fire-
works, flowers which wait for shortening days befwentur-
ing forth onto the scene have also done well. Asteve
really excelled themselves, helped by a damp Augusstill
performing hi October.

The delightful Cyclamen hederifolium, with its svxgack
petals like miniature whirling propellers, has smeth even
more months hi bloom. Selfseeding well where happy

soon bulks up to give a memorable display. And now

through the winter we have the added bonus of tloegaly
foliage, each plant sporting its own individual ylapattern.
Perfectly hardy, | wouldn't be without them in @arden.

Where autumn schemes have been supplemented bgr whit

bedding, these too, by the same token, have flowerml
this year. Particularly successful for us have béea
smaller lowered - but more floriferous - violashiwh have
outshone their larger whiter pansy relatives. THight
little faces liven up even the dullest day. Thée may be
limited, but what value for money — and effort.

A Good Read

| have been enjoying (again) the late Christophieyd's
book "The Well-Tempered Garden", this time in theest
edition, updated in 2001. The book is a true otassncom-
passing much more than might be anticipated froentitthe.
Drawing on his decades of invaluable experience lagnds -
on gardener, he advises on a comprehensive pletdfd @ -
ics, based on his own garden at Great Dixter,nal most
readable way. Available in paperback, a great kookefer
back to again and again. And ideal for a garderigrgstmas
stocking!

Wishing you a Happy Christmas and a fulfilled gar-
dening New Year
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Blakemere
Veterinary Centre
12 Tdbot Street
Ellesmere
Shropshire

SY12 OHQ

Tel: (01691) 622201
Fax; (01691) 622118

SMALL ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS
by appointment

WEEKDAYS
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm —6.00pm

SATURDAYS
10.00am —10.30am

FARM & HORSE VISITS
AVAILABLE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE




