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EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome once again to ‘Mere News’ . This is edition No17, the 
first of 2001. 
 
Spring has sprung! Sprung a leak more like it. However, the 
daffodils have appeared on cue, together with the Almonds and 
Cherries, however, the Flowering Currant has only just come into 
bloom, which makes Spring a little late, compared to last year. I 
judge the timing of Spring by the Currant, because we have a 
family birthday on March 24th and if the Currant flowers by then, 
then Spring is early. (If you see what I mean). 
 
Scotland Street is back to two way traffic and the road works 

have now moved to Elson Road. I see there is a New Plan for Ellesmere, with the demolition of some 
properties. No doubt this will cause more misery in the Town, but I will reserve judgement until I see 
the scheme in full. 
 
We are publishing a Poets’  Page in this issue; perhaps it will encourage some of you to produce your 
own Poems for publication. 
 
Poems or articles for “Mere News” can be sent to me at the address below, or handed in to the Library 
as usual. 
 
So, enjoy your Easter break, Easter Eggs have been in the shops since Christmas, it seems, so forget 
your diets and enjoy them. 

 
 
 
 

Terry Cartlidge,  Editor 
 
28 Hill Park 
Dudleston Heath  
Ellesmere 
SY12 9LF 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

� � � � �� � � � � �

 
Due out Autumn 2001 

 
Articles to editor  please 

 by end of July. 
 

 
Please ensure your articles are clear 
and clean,  black on white and proof 

read. 
 

Mere News is not responsible  for  
any er rors or  quality 

� � � � � � � �
 
What do you get if you divide 40 by 
half and add ten to the result.  
Answer on page 14 
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Wartime Farming - Fur ther  Notes 
 

At the outbreak of war in 1939, most dairy farms in the 

Ellesmere area relied on stationary petrol engines to 

drive the vacuum pumps which powered their milking 

machines, although very small farms and indeed some 

quite large ones still employed hand-milkers. The strict 

rationing of petrol which came into force in September 

persuaded some farmers to install diesel engines, the 

advantages being that such machines were powerful, 

being able (with appropriate shafting) to take on other 

tasks such as grinding corn and pulping swedes or 

mangolds, were economical and also used un-rationed 

fuel. It has to be said, however, that going over to diesel 

power didn’ t always stop a farmer’s claiming rations for 

a redundant petrol engine! 

‘Hay Harvest’  - 1933 

A rather unusual consequence of wartime farming 

methods and cropping was in the matter of wildlife. 

During peacetime, foxes, along with gamebirds, were 

“reserved to the landlord” , that is allowed to be killed or 

taken only by the landowner and/or his friends or anyone 

with his permission. This arrangement led to very high 

populations of foxes and rabbits. It may be thought that 

this was a natural and satisfactory situation for the fox 

was always the principal predator of the rabbit. However, 

this was not quite so, for despite the high incidence of 

rabbits both in woodland and on farmland, foxes 

frequently took lambs and poultry. It should be borne in 

mind that at this time almost all farms of about sixty 

acres or more in extent kept a flock of breeding ewes to 

produce fat lambs for the summer trade. Also, that 

virtually every farm, smallholding and cottage had 

poultry ranging freely around the farm buildings and 

sometimes (in the case of ducks) well away in the fields. 

Quite obviously any farmer suffering predations by foxes 

would do his best to apprehend the culprit, sometimes 

employing methods that were not strictly legal. 

 

Early in the war, it was deemed by the County War 

Agricultural Executive Committees that both foxes 

and rabbits were pests in relation to the highest 

possible food  

production and stern measures had to be taken against 

them. Rabbits were tackled by skilled trappers whose 

efforts between 1940 and 1943 produced large bags of 

rabbits which were, of course, quite a valuable (but not 

very economic) source of food. Shooting, snaring and 

gassing were other methods of rabbit control and were 

used as and when required. Foxes, of course, could also 

be controlled by gassing but initially their numbers were 

drastically reduced by “drives” . In two days’  shooting 

early in 1940, nearly fifty foxes were accounted for in 

the woodlands to the north of Ellesmere. Further shoots 

in 1941 and 1942 kept fox numbers low. Other so-called 

vermin species also had a rough time during the early 

war years. The intensive trapping of rabbits led to many 

rats, stoats and weasels being killed. Sadly, this policy 

also contributed to the demise of the red squirrel whose 

investigations of rabbit burrows all too often had fatal 

results. 

As might be imagined, there had to be winners as well as 

losers in this new situation and these appeared to be 

mainly ground-nesting birds — gamebirds in particular. 

By 1943-1944, pheasants and partridges were present in 

much greater numbers than five years previously. It may 

be that some of this increase was due to the improved 

food supply derived from grain and root crops. Where 

agricultural land had been 100% pasture and meadow in 

1939, it was now 75% grass, around 20% in corn and 

about 4% or 5% in roots — this change was beneficial to 

all bird life.  

Although the writer cannot recollect any great increase in 
the numbers of lapwings and skylarks at this time, there 

were plenty of them in existence. The aerobatics of the 

former and the song of the latter gave great pleasure on a 

bright April morning when the only other sounds would 

be the rattle of chains and the snorting and blowing of a 

team of horses as they hauled a set of harrows, 

cultivating land in preparation for a crop of spring grain. 

Oats were the usual grain to be grown for feeding to 

cattle and horses, however, the shortage of protein 

encouraged farmers to look at the possibilities of 

sowing a mixture of grains and pulses to produce 
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something close to a balanced ration. These mixtures 

were quite successful although they wouldn’ t suit to-

day’s harvesting techniques. A typical winter-sown 

combination would be 112 lbs of oats, 56 lbs of barley, 

28 lbs of wheat and 28 lbs of beans making 2 cwts of 

seed to the acre. Spring-sown “dredge”  corn, as it was 

called, could take a variety of forms. Sometimes simply 

oats and beans, otherwise oats and barley. Peas could 

also be used but not in too great a quantity for if the crop 

became laid they would contribute to the problems of 

harvesting.  
Most tractors of the wartime era were of the petrol and 

tractor vaporizing oil variety i.e. starting up on petrol and 

then turned over to T.V.O. when the engine had attained 

a certain degree of warmth. In the late 1940s and early 

1950s more diesel -engined tractors became available. 

One of the more unusual models was the “Field 

Marshal”  single cylinder machine, which employed a 

somewhat peculiar starting technique. From cold, a 

starting cartridge (about the same size as 12 bore shotgun 

‘Renewable Horsepower’    

ammunition) was inserted into a particular part of the 

tractor’s anatomy and given a sharp tap with a hammer. 

This produced a loud bang immediately followed by the 

thump-thump-thump of the single cylinder engine. 

However, if the tractor was being started from warm, an 

immense starting handle was used to turn a large 

flywheel on the side of the tractor. Two men were 

usually required for this operation although there were 

one or two hefty lads around who reckoned they could 

start a “Field Marshal”  single-handed. 

These tractors were mostly used in a stationary capacity 

especially for threshing, and were not popular for field 

work for which Fordsons, David Browns and the 

ubiquitous “ little grey Fergie”  were much more suitable. 

Thus the 1940s came to an end, a decade that had seen 

the rise of mechanical power and the virtual 

disappearance of the horse on the dairy and mixed farms 

around Ellesmere. 

 

Stanley Horton�

 

Friday Market 
 
Local Farm produce together with a variety of other 
goods will be on sale at the new Friday Market in 
Ellesmere Market Hall on the first Friday in each month. 
Coffee mornings in aid of charity and various other 
attractions are planned for the coming months. Great 
efforts are being made to rejuvenate the old Friday 
market and it is hoped that people from the locality and 
visitors will find the re-opening of this market to be an 
exciting event for the town. 

 
Mrs. B. HARRINGTON           
Town Clerk 
 
Tel.: (01691) 622689 
32 STANHAM DRIVE ELLESMERE 
SHROPSHIRE. SYI2 ONU  
 
 
North West Rural Youth Forum 

 
The Forum met on Tuesday 6th March. Representatives 
from Whittington hosted the meeting by providing 
refreshments and sharing information about their village. 
The meeting was informal and enabled the young people 
to get to know each other better. 
 
The Agenda was:-  
 

·  How to share information from 
meetings with other   young people. 
Word of mouth, Posters/notices, Newsletters-
Community & School. 

 
·  How to recruit members from other  

villages. Provide the space for Debates, 
Discussions and fun. 

 
A lively discussion took place re: -  Stereotyping, 
Bullying,  Lack of facilities in villages 
 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 23rd  April 
8pm at Dudleston Heath. Transport will be available. 
 
For more information contact:  

 

Wendy Stockton  (01691 654175) 

Yoke’s on you 
Mr. Jones eats two eggs a day, he never 
buys eggs, nobody gives them to him, he 
doesn’ t steal them and he doesn’ t keep 
hens. Where does he get them? Answers 
on page 14 
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Could  You Make a Difference? 
 
Do you have a passion for books and reading? Would 
you like to pass this on to young children who are just 
beginning to read but are finding it difficult? Do you 
have 4 hours a week to spare? 
 

Volunteer Reading Help is a national charity with a 
branch in Shrewsbury, and a new branch serving 
Oswestry, St Martins, Ellesmere and the surrounding 
rural area. We recruit and train volunteers from the local 
community to work in local schools on a one-to-one 
basis with children aged between 6 and 11 years old, 
who are finding reading a struggle. 
 
The Shrewsbury branch was started in June 1999 and 
currently has thirty volunteers, supporting 90 children. 
Mr. Fyffe, Headteacher of Long Meadow Primary 
School, has remarked on the improvement in confidence 
and reading of the children in his school helped by our 
volunteers. 
 
No qualifications are needed and anyone aged between 
18 and 80 is welcome to apply. Training is provided 
before entering school and full support is given once 
placed in school. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more please contact 
Janet Chaffey, Development Fieldworker  (Oswestry 
Branch) at The Shrewsbury Centre, Racecourse 
Crescent, Shrewsbury SY2 SBP or telephone 01691 
690153. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Shropshire Bike Bus 
 

The Shropshire Bike Bus was launched on 18th March 
and aims to promote more integrated use of bicycles and 
buses through the introduction of a bike – carrying bus 
on the Shrewsbury –Ellesmere Service  (No.501) and by 
providing cycle parking and improved waiting facilities 
at village bus stops. 
 
Facilities include the provision of new bus shelters at 
Burlton and Cockshutt plus cycle stands at the Red 
Castle public house at Harmer Hill, Myddle Village Hall 
and the mere at Colemere. 
 
The Shrewsbury – Ellesmere bus service (Mondays to 
Saturdays) can now carry 2 bikes on a special rack at the 
back of the bus. Bikes are carried free but spaces will be 
allocated on a  ‘ first come first’  served basis.  

 
The Shrewsbury Bike Bus project is funded by a 
‘Rural Bus Challenge’  grant from the 
Department of the Environment, Transport 
and the Regions and supported by Arriva 
Midlands North Ltd. and Shropshire County 
Council. 
 
For more details, contact: - 
Alison Kennedy,  
Assistant Transport Planner,  
Shirehall,   
Shrewsbury. SY2 6ND 
Tel:  01743 253035 
alison.kennedy@shropshire-
cc.gov.uk 
 
For information of public transport, call 
Traveline 0870 608 2 608 
 
 
 
 
 

Out of Tune 
 

This time last week I  was the proud owner 
of a CD player, 100 CDs, 20 records and 
50 video tapes. On Sunday night I  came 
home to find that a burglar had taken all 
but ten CDs, 12 of the records and 40 of 
the video tapes . How many CDs have I  
got left?  
 
Answer on page 14. 

Interesting Fact 
 
Pistyll Rhaeadr  at  74 m, (240 feet) towers 
above Niagara Falls by  18meters (60 feet) 
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CLOCKMAKERS 
OF ELLESMERE 

(Contd.from last issue) 
 

On the decease of Edmund Bullock in 
1734, William Joyce, an ancestor of the 
famous Whitchurch clockmakers who 
lived at Cockshutt, took over the 
maintenance of the clock at Ellesmere 
Church. In 1738 he passed this job on to 
his newly married son, John, who 
continued to look after it for 20 years.  

John Joyce lies buried with Elizabeth his sister just 
outside the door of Cockshutt Church; the inscription on 
the grave has been made on a brass dial originally 
intended for a long case clock. 
 
Two of Edmund Bullock’s sons followed him in the 
trade: Richard and Jeremiah.  Richard was the elder, 
born in 1719.  When his father died young Richard was 
only15 or 16 years old, yet he was left to run the 
business at once, probably supervised by Sarah, his 
mother, and maybe with the help of some unknown 
experienced workman.  His younger brother, Jeremiah, 
would have been just 11 years old and he too became a 
clockmaker.  We know Richard carried out work on the 
Meifod Church clock in 1736, a clock his father had 
worked on two years earlier. In 1754, probably when 
John Joyce moved his business to Whitchurch, Richard 
took over the maintenance of Ellesmere Church clock 
until his death at the age of 78 in 1797.  The entry in the 
burial register of Ellesmere Church is: 
 

“ 3rd Nov. 1797. Richard Bullock of Ellesmere, 
clockmaker, aged 78, buried.”  

 
Like his father, Richard also numbered his clocks and 
No.384, a fine eight-day example, is actually dated 1766.  
This gives us a definite point of reference to work out an 
approximate age for the others.  The earliest known 
example is a single-handed 30-hour clock engraved at 
the base of the chapter ring between the numerals VII 
and V “Richd. Bullock Ellesmere.27.”   The oak case of 
this clock is very simple and primitive with side 
extension-pieces to allow extra pendulum swing.  The 
pendulum is considerably longer than the usual one-
second one.  It is illustrated in “Brass Dial Clocks by 
Brian Loomes” .  Other clocks by Richard Bullock I 
know of are Nos. 56, 72, (at present owned by an exile 
Ellesmerian in Canada); nos.132, 146 (a splendid eight-
day clock with a broken-arch dial in the style of Edmund 
Bullock, it even has the dates of the fairs held in 
Ellesmere pasted inside the door; 163, 220, 384 (dated 
1766), 521, 559 and 589.  If we assume he made a 
similar number of clocks each year, his annual output as 
at 1766 was a little over 12 clocks a year, far fewer than 
might be expected. 
 
We must now return to where this article began, to the 
clock in the tower of Cockshutt Church. A brass plate on 
the movement informs us that the clock was made in 
1789 by Bullock and Davies and was the gift of Mr. 
Roger Jones of London. The clock mechanism is 
contained in what appears to be its original wooden 
case.   

 
The other maker of this clock was almost certainly 
another Ellesmere clockmaker, Edward Davies, who died 
in 1798 aged 44.  In his book “Shropshire Clock and 
Watchmakers” , Douglas Elliot cites this clock as 
evidence of a partnership between these two 
clockmakers.   However, since there are no other 
examples of clocks by Bullock and Davies, even in 
Loomes’  monumental work, it seems likely that the 
manufacture of the Cockshutt clock was a unique 
collaboration.  Perhaps the date on Joyce’s tomb, 
November 1787, gives us the reason – could this clock 
be a memorial made by his fellow clockmakers?  The 
dates we have would allow just about the right amount of 
time needed to construct the clock. 
 
It is appropriate that Messrs Joyce & Co. of Whitchurch, 
the oldest firm of established clockmakers in the world, 
have carried out the complete overhaul that the clock 
desperately needed.  No doubt John Joyce, who is buried 
just a few feet away from it, is looking on approvingly. 
The people of Cockshutt are lucky indeed to have this 
unique bit of horological heritage in their midst.  
 

Christopher Jobson.. 
 

 
Standard Time 

 
Up to the 1850s, there was no Standard Time in Britain. 
Each town or community had its own time based on the 
Church Clock, set by the sun dial as Chris Jobson says in 
Part 1. Ellesmere time would differ from Wrexham time 
and Oswestry time, because in rural communities, 
daylight was more important than accurate timing. 
The expansion of the railways, and their need to produce 
timetables brought in the need for a unified time and to 
accomplish this, guards on certain mainline trains carried 
accurate watches, adjusted to a Central Station Clock and 
thus the station clocks along their routes were checked to 
a unified time. Then of course they developed the 
telegraph and later radio to unify the whole of Britain. 
 

Terry Cartlidge 
�

� � � � � � � �� � 	 
 � � � � �
�
Which would burn longer, a short fat blue 
candle or a long thin spirally yellow 
candle? 
 
Answer on page 14 
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The School 
undergoes a 
rigorous OFSTED 
inspection during 
the week of 30th 
April. The 
inspection is due to 
take up most of the 
week and written 
reports can be 
obtained once it 
has been 
completed. 

 
Top Oswestry Golf Professional Dave Skelton is once 
again to run lessons for budding young golfers at the 
school, and with heavy subsidies from the Golf 
Foundation, it is hoped as many pupils as possible will 
be encouraged to take part. 
 
Carrying on with the Golfing theme, the annual 
Stableford competition is to be held at Mile End golf 
course, organised by Friends of Lakelands. The 
competition is scheduled for Friday 1 June, and entry 
fees are £18 for adults (£10 for Mile End members) and 
£6 for juniors. The day includes a two-course meal, and 
usually results in a most enjoyable day for everyone, 
with numerous prizes! 
 
A packed audience enjoyed a good evening’s viewing 
and entertainment during March as pupils from the 
school, under the guidance of Mrs Sylvia Childs paraded 
new looks for Spring from leading High Street stores 
such as Top Shop, Gilesports and Top Man. The fashion 
show attracted a large crowd, and despite several weeks 
of hard work and sacrificed week-ends, all involved 
enjoyed the night, topped off by a fabulous range of 
Bridal Wear, courtesy of Shropshire Bridal Centre of 
Oswestry. 
 
Around 25 Year 11 pupils enjoyed a trip to London 
recently, accompanied by a number of staff. The trip, 
organised by Mike Hurle included an evening at The 
Palace Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue to watch a 
marvellous production of ‘Les Miserables’ , and an 
overnight stay before a day’s shopping in the capital, 
preceded by an visit to the fascinating Imperial War 
Museum, depicting images and displaying artefacts from 
WW1, WW2 and the Gulf War among others. 
 
September sees the introduction of another Mere to the 
House system at Lakelands. Colemere is set to join 
Blakemere, Newtonmere and Whitemere and the school 
council helped teachers to select the new tie colour for 
Colemere. Eventually, after much deliberation, a 
pleasant gold colour was chosen. Reorganisation of form 
groups within Years 7 to 10 will now be necessary, with 
Year 11 unaffected in their last year. 
 
The school is preparing a bid to become a Specialist 
Sports College. Additional funding will become 
available to the school for Sports and PE, and in these 
areas, the school will become a centre of excellence. 

Community projects will benefit from this change, 
including local primary schools, and it is hoped that an 
improvement in Sports will result in even higher 
achievement in other areas of the curriculum also. Ideas 
for funding are appreciated, as we have to raise £50,000 
as our ‘end of the bargain’ . 
 
April saw the appointments of two new teachers at 
Lakelands. Mr Andrew Parkhurst has been appointed 
Head of PE, and currently teaches at Marches School in 
Oswestry. 
Mrs Anne Matthews has assumed the role of 
Mathematics and Information Technology teacher, and 
both appointments start in September. 

 
On Wednesday 2 May, the school will be represented at 
the Musical Prom in Shrewsbury Abbey. This promises 
to be a huge success, and will allow those attending to 
share their talents with others. 
 
Two sets of Exams begin at Lakelands during May, as 
first the Year 9’s sit their Sat’s. These tests will be 
carried out over a week, and are followed swiftly by the 
annual GCSE’s. Year 11 officially begin Exam leave on 
May 16th, with the first Exam, Dutch, being held on the 
same day. 
 
  (Adapted From Lakelands Newsletter No 6) 
   

David Ardill – Head Boy 
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Ellesmere INFOLINK 
 
During our first year of being open, we’ve not only 
helped a wide variety of people, both locals and visitors, 
but learnt a lot ourselves.  One of our most interesting 
enquiries has been from a couple of Americans who 
wanted to find the deserted cottage in Snowdonia which 
was the inspiration for an album by Led Zeppelin (70’s 
rock band!).  It took some doing, but we did find out—its 
near Machynlleth, but is now occupied.  
 

 
 
Our main attraction has been the JOB BOARDS which, 
with the help of Oswestry Job Centre have provided 
local people with up-to-date vacancies for this area, 
meaning you don’ t have the expense of travelling to 
Oswestry.  We are able to contact the Job Centre direct if 
you want details of any job on the boards.  We also have 
details of vacancies for VOLUNTARY WORK supplied 
by the North Shropshire Volunteer Bureau.  There are 
opportunities in conservation, counselling, office work, 
befriending, marketing, driving and many more.   
 

 
 

 
Another reason to come into the Infolink is to pick up 
your GARDEN WASTE SACKS ~ any time we’re open 
~ that’s seven days a week during the spring and summer 
months and six days in winter.  
 
 
 

 
 
Transport queries form a large part of our enquiries and 
we have local BUS AND TRAIN TIMETABLES, as 
well as application forms for Bus Cards plus Bus Tokens 
for anyone who can’ t pick up their supply at the town 
hall or local village hall in May.  
 

 
 

We have detailed information on all COLLEGE 
COURSES run through North Shropshire College.  The 
computer courses based in Ellesmere and surrounding 
village halls have proved very popular.  We’ve also had 
Keep Fit, Garden Design and Water Colour Painting at 
the Town Hall.   If you have ideas on courses you would 
like to see in Ellesmere, contact the Infolink or North 
Shropshire College.  

 
 
We are often asked to supply information on LOCAL 
CLUBS AND ORGANISATIONS to people moving to 
the area.  We have details of schools, pre-school 
education, voluntary groups, societies, sports facilities, 
estate agents etc., and we would be very grateful if you 
could keep us up-to-date with changes in contact 
numbers, plus any other information you think we need 
to know. 
 

 
The TOWN DIARY is now at Infolink and we often 
have enquiries from tourists, press etc. asking us for 
what’s on locally.  We would be very pleased if people 
could jot down events they are running in the diary.  
Ellesmere is not very well-represented in the ‘What’s 
On’  for Ellesmere, Whitchurch, and Wem, so if you want 
to advertise to a wider audience, put your event in the 
next edition.  It comes out every month and you can 
phone for details on 01939 232771. 
 

   
����
We are hoping to have an INFORMATION MORNING 
FOR ACCOMMODATION PROVIDERS in the near 
future.  Unfortunately our last one had to be cancelled 
due to the Foot and Mouth situation.  But look out for 
our next one if you’re considering providing B & B, 
Self-catering, Caravan/Camping etc. and would like help 
and advice, or get in touch with us before then, either at 
the Infolink (01691 624488) or at the Meres Visitor 
Centre (01691 622981). 
 

        
����
Although at present footpaths and canal towpaths are 
closed due the foot and mouth crisis, if you’re looking 
for somewhere to visit for the day or afternoon out, there 
are many attractions still open - so call in and find out 
more details. 
 

 
 
We hope you will come and see for yourself what we 
have to offer.  Over the summer period we are open 
every day from 10 am - 4 pm on Wharf Road. 
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No other Season has more charm,  
For City park or country farm. 
Forget the chill of Winter’s freeze,  
That hacking cough, that awful sneeze, 
New life is bursting out each day,  
It shouts aloud “MAKE WAY, MAKE WAY”. 
 
The mighty Oak, the Elm, the Beech,  
All strive once more, the sky to reach 
Thrusting branches up and out,  
Bidding leaves in bud to sprout.  
 
The Birds also are on the wing,  
Busy building while they sing, 
Urging mates to bring more food,  
To feed their ever hungry brood. 
 
The animals, both large and small, 
Have heard and answered nature’s call, 
And little lambs and calves and chicks, 
Amuse the watchers with their tricks. 
 
The early flowers are welcome too, 
With colours gay in every hue, 
In vase or jam jar and garden fair, 
They leave their fragrance in the air, 
 

         
 
Humans view the signs with glee, 
And breathe a sigh contentedly, 
Once more to hike o’er hill and dale, 
To camp, to climb, to fish or sail. 
 
Daylight lengthens out its stride, 
And forces those long nights to hide, 
The earth salutes the warming Sun, 
And we say 
 “WELCOME SPRING, WELL DONE” 
 

William M. Gordon 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

� 	 
 	 � �	 � �� �
 ��� � �
 
Hushed, the broken song of shunting trains 
Hurrying feet and wheel tappers ring. 
No hiss of steam, no squeal of brake. 
The station rests, old signals frown over this 
new silence. 
 
Cheap day returns to where? No sign remains 
Only ragged posters, torn ribbons of memory, 
Move in the steamless wind. 
A place for birds and dust and children’s secret 
games. 
 

John Tims 
�

�


 � � � �� �� � � � � �
 � � � �� �� � � � � �
 � � � �� �� � � � � �
 � � � �� �� � � � � � ����
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ENIAL 
ERANIUMS 
 
 

 
 
Ever popular, members of the hardy geranium family are 
much—loved and quintessential residents of many town 
and country gardens. 
 
Long appreciated in cottage gardens for their easy-to-
please nature and colourful flowers, hardy geraniums 
have never really been out of favour with gardeners.  
 
They have been championed by the good and the great, 
including cult gardeners such as Margery Fish and Beth 
Chatto. 
 
Their continuing popularity, with both nurserymen and 
top garden designers, was evident on my visit to Chelsea 
Flower Show last year. 
 
The genial geranium, however, is not just a plant for 
ephemeral show gardens, but is also a good and lasting 
performer in less hospitable garden conditions. 
 
With widespread distribution throughout the world, this 
family will provide a member to suit conditions in 
almost any garden situation. 
 
Geranium palmatum from the Canaries, for example, 
will thrive in a dry well—drained spot. A large plant, up 
to a metre tall, it produces bright pink flowers for months 
in summer. Any question about its hardiness has been 
answered this winter, our plants having survived minus 
13 degrees F. 
 
If a diminutive alternative fits the bill, a G. cinereum 
cultivar or the recently introduced Japanese G. yoshinoi 
would be my choice. 
At the other end of the spectrum, G. macrorrhizum, a 
spring-flowering species with scented foliage, will 
quickly form good ground cover, even in dry shady 
places. We are growing a new variety this year, the 
compact pure white “Snow Sprite” . 
 
Geranium nodosum is also recommended for dry shady 
spots, with the added bonus of flowering over a longer 
period. 
 
In an open border, forms of the native G. pratense make 
a lovely display, while species such as G. asphodeloides 
grow well with shrubs. 
 
A personal favourite is G. wlassovianum, a tough little 
plant from southern Siberia. Its bright purple flowers 
feature throughout the summer, a pretty understorey for 
the softer hues of Verbena bonariensis. Still pleasing 
in autumn, the foliage turns rich mahogany. 

 
 
I have space here to mention only a few of these garden 
worthy plants. The RHS Plant Finder lists over 100 
species of Geranium plus even more sub species and 
cultivars. 
 
Although not collectors just for the sake of a tally, we 
currently have well over 30 species and varieties in our 
garden. With such choice and with new introductions, 
the list keeps growing! 
 
Gardeners’  affection for the Geranium family seems 
secure. Voted top favourite by members of the Hardy 
Plant Society last year, they were also best-sellers here at 
Balmer Grove Plants. 
 

� � �Gill Eleftheriou 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
�

 

BALMER GROVE PLANTS 
Welshampton 

 
We are on the B5063 

Wem / Welshampton road 
 

Interesting hardy and unusual cottage  
garden plants, mainly herbaceous 
perennials, all carefully home grown in 
loam based compost. 
 
 

Nick  &  Gill Elefther iou 
01948 710 403 

 
open Fr i to Mon, closed Thurs 
please r ing to visit other  days 
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� � � � � � � � � � � �� � �� � � � � � � � �  
 
The North Shropshire College are providing courses in 
Basic Skills in the Community. The courses are free and 
are currently available in Mathematics and English. Each 
course runs for 13 weeks. The Mathematics course starts 
on Wednesday 25th April at 9.00 in the afternoon at the 
Methodist Hall. The English course starts on Thursday 
26th April at 1.00 in the afternoon at the Library in 
Ellesmere. 
I am a firm believer in the need for community learning. 
Young and old alike often miss out on basic learning 
skills. This lack of basic knowledge hampers these 
people for the rest of their lives. Helping people to 
communicate effectively in their own world can only 
have positive effects in the community as a whole. 
 
It is very likely that the people who would benefit from 
courses like these will not be reading this article. If the 
person read my this article knows anyone who for 
whatever reason can not or has not read this feature 

please pass the information 
on to them. These courses are 
invaluable to the community 
but can only be run if they 
are well supported. 

 
�

�
� 
 � � 
 � 	 ��� 
 � � � �
 � � � 

(01691 624470) 

 

� � 
 � � � � � 	 � �� � � � � � � 
  
 
 

 
I have been asked 
the point of this 
column. Well, there 
is no point, it is a 
jumble of things that 
I have thought odd, 
amusing, strange, 
coincidental, past 
and present. This 
column is open to 

anyone who wishes to report anything in a similar vein. 
For me it is an indulgence to comment on the ridiculous, 
as I see it (the Mediaeval Church used to sell 
indulgences, you may have this one free of charge!) 
 
 
Standing behind a gentleman in a local DIY store. The 
gentleman was buying a drain cleaner and was asking 
about its suitability for plastic drainpipes because there 
was no mention of it on the label.  
The assistant said “ It’ s OK” . “How do you know” said 
the customer. “ It’s in a plastic bottle, isn’ t it?”  said the 
assistant. 
 
When we lived in Stoke-on-Trent, the A500 was being 
built. This relief road was being driven right through the 
middle of the City, with maximum chaos and diversions 
everywhere. One of our neighbours came back from a 
trip to town to tell us that the road was to be a motorway 
number M072. I thought this strange, so I went to have a 
look. A slip road had had the direction of travel changed 
and she had driven over a SLOW sign on the road 
surface and she had read it as M072. 
 
When Kidsgrove Ski Slope was being built, work was 
stopped for over a week because of snow. 
 
At the start of the Potteries Garden Festival, Derby Parks 
department were building a Floral Clock. They must 
have been bound to a rigid timetable because they 
travelled from Derby everyday through a very cold spell 
and they had to hire pneumatic drills to break the ground 
up. Had they delayed for a week or so, the ground would 
have thawed enough for them to dig it over naturally. 
 
Just before Christmas we heard that the Welsh Assembly 
were empathising with the blind by wearing blindfolds at 
their places of work. The lifts, six of them, were 
equipped with notices explaining how to operate the 
emergency button, one in English Braille, one in Welsh 
Braille. Unfortunately, the Braille messages were fixed 
upside down. 
 
 
 

Terry Cartlidge 
�
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Dear Sir, 
 A contribution by Stanley Horton in your 
Winter 2000/01 issue of Mere News was brought to my 
notice by my cousin Mrs Edna Gough of Dudleston 
Heath. It was the news item from 1911 about an accident 
when a pony and trap ran amok in Ellesmere, after the 
pony had been bitten by a dog. The driver, Mr Thomas 
Marsh of Crosemere, who was thrown out of the trap, 
was my grandfather. Two of his daughters, one my 
mother, Mrs Betty Moseley, and the other, my aunt, are 
both still alive, now in their 90s and both remember the 
incident clearly and the injuries sustained by their 
parents. 
My aunt, Mrs Frances Lucas, who now lives in Woking, 
was the six-year-old child in the trap, and remembers the 
owners of the offending dog as being the Misses 
Fitzjohn, whose father was the local Schools Inspector. 
Seeing the item in your magazine stirred vivid pre-first 
world war memories for both my aunt and my mother. 
 
� 
 � � 
 � 	 ��� � � 	 �� 
Ruyton-XI-Towns 
 
 
Dear Sir, 
 A kind relative in Shropshire has sent me a 
copy of an item which appeared in Mere News a few 
weeks ago, entitled “And a road accident of 1911”  
contributed by Stanley Horton. You may be interested to 
know that I (as Frances Marsh aged 6) was the child 
mentioned in the report. I remember the incident very 
vividly. I had been allowed to have a half-day holiday 
from school to accompany my parents and was sitting 
between them when the incident occurred. I thus escaped 
injury and I scarcely knew what was happening. It was 
of course a very frightening experience. 
 My parents continued to farm at Crosemere 
until 1939 when the retired to live in Brownlow Road, 
Ellesmere, which coincidentally was where the runaway 
horse was stopped all those years before. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
� � 
 �� � 
 � � 	 
 �� � � 
 
  
Woking, Surrey 
 
 
Dear Editor, 
 Just a few lines to thank you for sending me the 
“Mere News” . It was read and appreciated by all of us, 
my wife having her roots in Ellesmere, I feel that she 
would not know it today with all the changes that have 
been made. It is now over sixty years since Nancy, my 
wife, left Ellesmere but memory lingers on and our 
eldest daughter Sylvia, is taking her on a trip down 
memory lane, so she will be able to see for herself what 
changes there are. 
I am now in my 93rd year and although I have for many 
years written a verse for Christmas and birthdays for 
friends and relations, I have not done anything longer 
until the end of last year when I composed a short poem 
for Christmas.  

Since then I have done one about Spring, a copy of 
which I enclose hoping you may find it suitable for 
inclusion in your Spring edition. 
Wishing you and “Mere News”  all the very best in the 
future. 
 
Yours truly 
 

� ����
 � �� ��� � � � � �  
Longsight, Manchester 
 
Editor ’s Note: 
 
Mrs Gordon was in Ellesmere for the Mothering Sunday 
weekend. Regular readers will remember the photograph 
of the Tin School on the cover of Mere News No 9, 
Spring 1998, this was supplied by Mrs Gordon. The 
school, in Victoria Street, was demolished in 1996. 
 

 

Centre Ville 
 

What do  you find in the centre of Paris 
which you will not find in the centre of  
London or Milan 
 
Answer on page 14 
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PUZZLE PAGE    
I ssue 16 -  ANSWERS 

 

 
 
The crossword winner  is: Dorothy Camps, Swanmere 
Park,  Ellesmere. 
 
Brain Teasers! 
1.You can only run halfway into the forest, after that, 
you are running out of it. 
 
2. It is possible that her Paternal Grandmother could be 
younger than her mother. If her father is much younger 
than her mother, say Mum is 58 and Dad is 24, then Gran 
could be 44. (not likely, but possible). 
 
3. The last person took the last egg, still in the carton. 
 
4. We crown Princes, not Kings. However, James VI of 
Scotland was crowned James I of England, so the answer 
is one. 
 
5. They played other opponents, not each other. 
 
6. 17 ½ 
 
7. Here, I made a slight error in the question in that I did 
not specify the thickness of the pages. Therefore the 
answer should be:- 10mm plus the thickness of Volume 
2. That is, front cover Vol.1, rear cover of  
Vol.2, thickness of Vol.2, front cover of Vol.2, rear 
cover of Vol. 3. 
 
8. Moses didn’ t have an Ark, Noah did. 
 
9. 10T010 is 21.50 hours. 
 
10. It was a grandfather, father and son, three people in 
all. 
 
11. None, the horse’s hoof prints would be covered over 
by the plough. 
 
12. There are no stairs in a bungalow. 
No-one answered all the questions cor rectly, but the 
winner  with the most cor rect answers is:-  
The Reverend Fr . Trevor  Harvey, St. Cuthber ts, 

Ellesmere College. 

 
 

This month’s Stinkers 
 

No1. ‘Figures’  
Answer            40 = 80 + 10 = 90 
    ½   
 
No2. ‘Yokes on  you’ .  
Answer - He keeps ducks. 
 
No.3 ‘Out of Tune’  
Answer - 10 
 
No.4  ‘Burning Question’   
Answer - Neither – candles burn shorter not 
longer! 
 
 
No. 5 ‘Centre Ville’  
Answer - R 
 

Chirk (01691)772381 
Broad Oak Farm St Mar tins 

Nr  Oswestry SY11 3DR 

LESLIE YOUNGER 
SEPTIC TANK 

EMPTYING  
PROMPT &  EFFICIENT SERVICE 

L ICENCED WASTE 
CARRIER 

�  20 Mile Radius Served 
�  Competitive Pr ices 
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Beethoven composed his Third or Eroica 
Symphony in honour of Napoleon, whom 
he admired. When Napoleon declared 
himself Emperor, an enraged Beethoven 
tore out the dedication to Napoleon and 
substituted  
“To the memory of a Great Man”  
      �  
As a child, Beethoven made such a poor 
impression on his music teachers that he 
was pronounced hopeless as a composer. 
Even Haydn, who taught him harmony 

for a time, did not recognise Beethoven’s potential 
genius. 

�  
The composer John Cage’s ‘ Imaginary Landscape No. 4’  
(1953) never sounds the same way twice. It is scored for 
12 radios, tuned at random. 

�  
J.S. Bach must have liked to walk. He walked 230 miles 
from Arnstadt to Lübeck in Germany to hear the organist 
Buxtehude. He also walked 25 miles to Halle in the hope 
of meeting Handel, to find that Handel had just left by 
coach. 

�  
At the age of two, W.S. Gilbert was kidnapped in 
Naples, Italy and ransomed for £25. He wrote 
kidnapping scenes in two of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
operas – The Gondoliers and The Pirates of Penzance. 

�  

 
There were at least 52 musicians in the family of Johann 
Sebastian Bach. 

�  
Beethoven was half deaf for most of his life. He was 
completely deaf when he wrote his Ninth Symphony, his 
finest work. 

�  
Mozart composed, wrote down, rehearsed and performed 
his Linz Symphony in C. Major K425, all within 5 days. 

�  
Mozart comes the closest of all musicians to being the 
Universal Composer. During his short lifetime (he died 
at 35), he wrote operas, symphonies, chamber music, 
church music, solo and concert works for virtually every 
instrument, plus mechanical clocks and musical glasses. 
The Köchel Listing Catalogue gives 626 authentic 
works. 

�  
When Mozart died, only one person walked with his 
coffin from the Church to the Cemetery where he was 
buried in a paupers grave.  

�  
Maurice Ravel, who died in 1937, referred to his most 
famous work ‘Bolero’  as “seventeen minutes of 
orchestra without any music” . He used an eight measure 
theme, repeated with different orchestral colours, for the 
entire piece. 
 

Terry Cartlidge 

 
GET TO THE HEART OF YOUR 

COMMUNITY 
 

Advertise in the Mere News 
�  2000 copies distributed to over 4000 people in Ellesmere and the surrounding villages 
�  3 editions per year at least 
�  News from the community for the community – worldwide readership 
Costs of advertising:- 

size A4 A5 A6 A7 A8  

a)   per issue £25 £15 £10 £7 £4 �  Please circle your request 

page 2 or back £30 £20 £15 £10 £6 �  Costs required before print 

      

b)  per 3 issues £60 £35 £25 £15 £10 

�  Attach your advert or 
Business Card/Letter head 

page 2 or back £75 ££50 £35 £20 £15 �  Extra charge for design 

 
Send adverts and cheques to:  
Paul Byatt, 12 Tr impley, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 0AE, (01691 624460) 
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