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W elcome to ‘  Mere News’  No 19, our Bumper Christmas 
Edit ion. First, I  would like to welcome  Margaret Lagoyianni 
to our team. Margaret will be handling the advertising for 
‘ Mere News’ , so for adverts, please contact Margaret on  

01691 624470 or email  margaretlago1@aol.com 
Second, you will see, on the letters page, that we have published an 
anonymous letter. The writer’ s name and address has been withheld at  that 
person’ s request. Now, as a rule, we do not publish letters (or anything else) 
without the writer’ s name, but, in this case, I feel that the issue raised in the 
letter is important enough to waive that rule. Please read the letter carefully, I 
agree entirely with the views expressed, I hope you do too. There are many 
forms of vandalism from thoughtlessness and bad manners to down right 
thuggery and we have seen examples almost daily in Ellesmere, 
unfortunately.  

Speaking personally, Ellesmere is a good town in which to live, we have lived in quite a few places and 
Ellesmere is as good as any and a damn sight better than many other places. So please let us treat the town and 
its people with respect especially in the season of Peace and Goodwill.  
 

Talking of Peace and Goodwill, the Mere News team  wish you, the readers, contributors and advertisers all 
that you would wish yourselves for Christmas and the New Year. If you have a few minutes to spare on say 
Boxing Day, then please have a go at our quiz on page 12 (for one of our ‘ valuable prizes’  of course).  Entries 
close on January 31st and the very best of luck to you! 
 

We will be running a Super Quiz to boost our funds in the Spring so please look out for the entry forms which 
will be available from members of the team ( and at selected outlets in the town).  
 

 

 

 With all the best for the Festive Season. 
 

Terry Cartlidge 

 
 

      
      
      
  

 

Statutory disclaimer  
A l l adver ts and ar ticles are publ ished in good fai th. We (the production team) cannot check al l  the details in the ar ticles for 
accuracy or  otherwise and any views expressed are not necessar ily our  views.  Nei ther   can we be held responsible f or  the 
actions of  any adver tiser , now or   in the f uture. 
 
Publication dates.  
Publication dates printed in ‘ Mere News’  are approximate only. We do try to keep to our dates but, because of the way Mere News is 
produced and because we depend on outside agencies for printing and typing, delays may occur. 
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Please send your adverts  
requirements to  Margaret 
Lagoyianni  or any member of the 
production team  - address details on 
front  cover. 
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 size A4 A5 A6 A7 A8 

 per  issue £25 £15 £10 £7 £4 
 Feature posi ti on *  

Inside front or back 
cover 

£30 £20 £15 £10 £6 

       
 For   3 issues £60 £35 £25 £15 £10 
 Feature posi ti on *  £75 £50 £35 £20 £15 

28 Hill Park 
Dudleston Heath  

Ellesmere SY12 9LF 
01691 690563 

Next Issue 

Due Out Spring 2002 
 

Articles and Adverts in by 
end of  March please 

 
 Items submi tted on  Floppy disk 
or by emai l  are much appreciated 

by the production team. 



The Conservation Foundation decided to launch Yews for the Millennium in October 1996 and parishes were invited to 
register to receive a yew tree propagated from an anci ent yew estimated to be at least 2000 years old and therefore growing 
at the time of the birth of Jesus. Ellesmere Town Council decided to register and in October 1999, the then Town Mayor, 
Council lor Geoff Elner, travelled to Lichfield Cathedral to receive the yew tree. Unfortunately the tree we received was very 
small and although carefully tended in Council lor Mrs. Averil MacDonald’ s greenhouse it did not survive the Winter. The 
Conservation Foundation experienced this problem with some of the 10,000 cuttings they had taken and promised a 
replacement yew to everyone with the problem. In the meantime a volunteer Tree Warden had been appointed for Ellesmere, 
Mr. Nicholas Lane. Nick managed to collect the new yew tree from The Conservation Foundation offices in London and this 
was duly planted in St Mary’ s Churchyard on the 4th November 2001. It was wonderful to see it planted at last!. David 
Bellamy was involved in this project and I attach a press release which you may wish to use. (see page 24) 
 
Town Clerk Mrs. B  Harrington 
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The Mayor ’s Chr istmas Message 

Hallo everyone, here we are again Christmas almost upon us, where has this year gone? 
 
A fter something of a shaky start with the Foot and Mouth disease things settled and I think we have had a reasonably 
good year. Spring saw the re-opening of Scotland Street to two-way traffi c and the re-instatement of the Square and the 
return of the ‘ Lamp’. 
The Triathlon was a great success and also the Regatta. Ellesmere Carnival was a ringing success with two parades this 
year. Well done Ellesmere Carnival Committee! The Festival went well with lots of visitors in the town. These events are 
an excellent way of putting Ellesmere on the map and boosting our economy. The Ellesmere in Bloom Committee once 
again achieved success by winning the Best Small Country Town Award in the Heart of England in Bloom Competition. 
The Chairman of the Ellesmere in Bloom Committee, Mrs. Diana Andrews, my husband John and myself travelled to 
Keele University to attend the Presentation and to hear the announcement of the winners. We were simply stunned to 
learn that Ellesmere had won this award for the second year running. Many congratulations to the hard-working Ellesmere 
in Bloom Committee! On Saturday 4th November 2001 we planted The Millennium Yew Tree in the Churchyard at St 
Mary’ s Church. 
Ellesmere Timber Company are once again giving a Christmas Tree to the Town. This will be erected as usual in the 
Square and the Rotary Club of Ellesmere will create a Tree of Lights, the proceeds of which will benefit several charities. 
Community Carol Singing is to be held on the 15th of December at 11 .am. This year it wil l be held on the Promenade. The 
Lakelands School Band will be present and the Director of Music Mrs. Carol King. The Ellesmere Primary School 
Recorder Ensemble will also be present and the Director of Music Miss Lynn Bartley. Everyone is most welcome and I 
am sure that the children will want to come to see Father Christmas arrive assisted by Ellesmere Round Table. 
Now to next year. We are stil l  trying to get Trimpley Street improved and discussions on this are continuing. Everyone 
hopes that the plans for the Old Dairy Site will come to fruition in 2002. The Town Council Tourist Group is looking at 
ways to improve visits to the town by coach companies. The re-opening of the Boathouse at Mereside is something else 
much desired as well as improvements being made to the Cremorne Gardens to restore them to their former glory as the 
Jewel in our Crown. 
 
May I , on behalf of myself and Ellesmere Town Council, take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy peaceful 
Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
 

Averil R MacDonald 
Mayor of Ellesmere 

ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL 

REEL S ON WHEELS AT EL L ESMERE TOWN HALL   
 

·  Wednesday Evening 9th January 2002 ‘ENIGMA’ starring Kate Winslet. 
·  Tuesday evening 29th January 2002 ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’ 
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A f fectionately known 
as the AmDrams, the 
Society goes from 
strength to strength 

with its aim of entertaining the 
public of Ellesmere and District. 
 
Last autumn’ s lottery-aided tour 

of the villages saw successful performances of a 
couple of one-act plays in the parish halls at 
Cockshutt, Welshampton and Crift ins, with a f inal 
performance on home ground at Ellesmere Town 
Hall. 
 
Then came the annual pantomime, when Sleeping 
Beauty was performed for large and enthusiastic 
audiences at Lakelands School. Our pantomime is the 
high spot of our year, when every member of the 
Society is pressed into service. Last year, the age 
range was from 3 to 80! 
 
Upstairs and Downstairs was the theme of our next 
pair of one-act plays, and these were followed in 
September by Same Time Next Year, produced in the 
round at the Town Hall, and an excerpt from which 
was entered into the Shropshire Drama Festival in 
November. 
 

Not all of our activit ies take place on stage.          
Very often, we are invited to entertain at 
Residential Homes and the like. We have an 
annual Rummage Sale, usually in November, and 
we have entered f loats in the Carnival procession. 
It’ s amazing what you can do with a bit of 
cardboard... 
 
Which brings us back to the pantomime. This year, 
Jack will be climbing his Beanstalk again and 
Daisy the Cow will be off to market once more. 
Look out for our posters and be sure to book early 
to avoid disappointment.  

 
 

Jack  and the Beanstalk  
 

  Egl antine Jebb Theatre (Lakel ands School )  
6th–9th  February  2002, 7:30 pm. 

Saturday matinee  2 pm.   

 
Ti cket pri ces: adul ts £3.50, concessions £2.50 . 
Book ing Offi ce: Maxwell ’s Printing servi ces. ����
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Ellesmere Amateur  Dramatic Society�

WE ARE THE NORTH WEST YOUTH FORUM AND WE MEET UP ONCE A MONTH IN ONE OF OUR 
MEMBERS VIL L AGES. WE MEET UP TO DISCUSS ISSUES THAT AFFECT OUR AREAS AND US. MOST OF 
US JOINED BECAUSE WE AGREE THAT THERE IS NOTHING FOR YOUNG PEOPL E TO DO AND WE 
BEL IEVE THAT WE CAN HEL P BY USING METHODS OF ADVERTISING AND PERSUASION. JOINING 
THE YOUTH FORUM IS A GOOD CHANCE TO MEET PEOPLE WHO YOU MIGHT NOT HAVE MET IN 
OTHER SITUATIONS. IT IS ALSO A GOOD CHANCE TO DISCUSS THINGS THAT WE THINK ARE 
NECESSARY AND THAT AFFECT US. MOST OF ALL  IT IS A CHANCE TO MAKE POSITIVE CHANGES IN 

�

 Youth Forum  —  ‘A little bit about us’  

HEAL TH WEEK 2001.  This is the 5th year  the Healthy Lifestyle Competition has been running, 37 young people 
took part this year.  The winners were as follows:- 
 
Ready Steady Cook     Shane Jones and Kevin Fardoe   - Porthywaen  
Sports Activity     Jamie Lippit and Adam Edwards -Weston Rhyn 
Health Quiz     Jodie Brooks Trefonen, Kevin Fardoe - Porthywaen 
Tie Breaker and Overall Winners –  Trefonen 
 
Some of the activities were run locally, then a residential weekend was held at Polesgate Farmhouse, Pontesbury. 
This included the Ready Steady Cook Competition, a Yoga session and workshops around relationships, relaxation 
and aromatherapy.  



T he Guil d was formed to 
maintain and develop the 
craft s of weav ing, 
spinning and dying, and to 

share the enjoyment of them. We 
hol d Gui l d meet ings, craft 
workshops and expedit ions and 

keep contact with other Guilds and individuals. 
 
The Guil d meets on the second Tuesday of every 
month in Ellesmere Town Hall. at 7:30 pm. We 
regularly have speakers on our own and related 
subjects, interspersed with work evenings to which 
we bring current projects and share our interests and 
problems. 
 
Membership is open to all who share these interests. 
Beginners are welcome and the Guild owns its own 
teaching wheel which can be borrowed by members. 
The Guild is al ways pleased to provide speakers 
demonstrations or to visit schools and other groups. 
 

Chairman  Judith Haslam  01691 652193 
Secretary  Sue Christ ian    01691 622715�

NORTH SHROPSHI RE GUI LD OF 
SPI NNERS WEAVERS AND DYERS�

Visi tors, whether  f rom another  Gui ld or  as 

interested individuals are always welcome. 

We ask visi tors a f ee of  £2.00 for  the evening, 

which includes ref reshments. A maximum of  

three (consecutive) visi ts is al lowed as a 

visi tor  by then we hope you wi l l  have 

decided whether  you wish to become a 

member . If  you do, the annual  subscription 

is £10.00�
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Offshore is gaining in respectabi li ty and is 
l ikely to become one of the mainstream 
markets.  
 
Since the late 1980s, investors have seen the rates of 
interest on their savings accounts fall steadily – the 
forecast for the future is no brighter. 

 
Those who are looking to interest on their savings for 
retirement income will no doubt, be disappointed.  Those 
investors opting for growth as opposed to income will 
have seen the growth on their investments steadily 
slowing.  By the time HM Inspector of Taxes has insisted 
on a share of the returns, the picture becomes even worse. 
Some investors have in the past believed that investing in 
offshore deposit accounts is a route to tax effici ency 
beyond the limits of ISAs and National Savings 
Certifi cates.  The belief is that by investing outside the 
UK in a gross deposit account, they can defer tax on their 
interest until it is brought back in to the UK. 
 
For the vast majority of investors who are both resident 
and domiciled in the UK, this is, unfortunately, not the 
case.  UK resident and domiciled individuals are l iable to 
UK income tax and capital gains tax on their worldwide 
income and gains.  This means that any interest which is 
paid on any offshore savings accounts will be liable to 
income tax whether it is brought back into the UK or not. 
 
So why do so many people invest offshore in the Isle of 
Man? 
 
Offshore investment bonds offer UK domiciled savers a 
legitimate abil ity to invest offshore without l iabil ity to 
personal tax until the investment comes to an end or 
when withdrawals of over 5% of the original investment 
are taken.  This means that while the monies are invested 
the growth is not restricted by annual taxation. 
 
Types of investors who are attracted to offshore 
investment bonds are: 
 
·  Those who wish to have more control over when tax 

is assessed on their savings. 
·  Investors who would prefer to be personally assessed 

on amounts withdrawn rather than on all of the 
interest or growth which has been added to their 
investment. 

·  Taxpayers who wish to defer personal tax on their 
savings until a time when they may be in a lower tax 
bracket, such as retirement. 

·  Investors who would l ike to simplify their taxation 
affairs and make sel f assessment less onerous. 

 
Offshore investment bonds offer investors a variety of 
fund choice, ranging from bank and building society 

deposits at one end of the risk spectrum, to overseas 
equities at the other end. 
 
It is, however recommended that advice is sought to 
determine whether it is the right choice for you. 
 

Richard W Owen ML IA(dip) 
Mer e Park Associates 
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 £ £   Money Matters  £ £ 
A series of articles on personal f inance by Richard Owen 
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A frog hopped into a local bank and 
requested a loan of £2,000 from the 
bank assistant whose name was 
Patricia Wax (note the name!) Miss 
Wax asked the frog i f he had any 
security for the loan. The frog 
produced a small pink plastic pig and 

said that if it was any help, he was the son of Mick 
Jagger. Miss Wax was perplexed and asked her 
Manager for clari fi cation, particularly over the pink 
plastic pig. The Manager said (wait for it): 
“ It’s a nick nack, Patty Wax, give the frog a loan, his 
old man’s a Rolling Stone!  “  

ABCD Goldf ish 
 

                          MNO Goldf ish 
 

      SDR Goldf ish 
 

     RDL Goldfish 

Elmer Jokes 

“ We have been reading Elmer the 
Elephant by David McKee” , Mrs 
Elaine Phill ips, Ellesmere Primary 
School. 
 
Why did the elephant go multi coloured? Because he 
had multicoloured measles. 

Abby and Amy 
 

Why can’ t you see an Elephant in a cherry tree?  
Because she paints her toenails red! 

Emily and Abbey 
 

Why can’ t  an Elephant eat a penguin? Because they 
can’ t get the wrapper off! 

Jamie and Callum 
 

MIK E W ILCOX 

Kan-Doo 
Tel Mobile - 07967 887458 

Home  -  01691 623646 

Property Maintenance 
All aspects of property maintenance 

Specialising in 
Tiling, Wallpapering and Decoration 

Also able to undertake: 
Replacement UPVC windows. 

Carpentry—door hanging, shelving, lock f itting and fencing 
Plumbing—new taps, new sinks and water leaks 

 
Nothing too big or too small 

Just make a list and give me a call 
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The Magic of Number 6174 
 

Niko came home from school and told his grandmother that he had learned an amazing trick in math class. They both sat down 
at the kitchen table and this is what he said and wrote: 

 
 “ Select 4 different numbers from 0 to 9.” 6745 
 “ Rearrange the digits to create the largest number possible.” 7654 
 “ Use the same four digits but this time arrange them to create the 4567 
 smallest number possible.” 
  7654 
 “ Subtract the smaller number from the larger one”  -4567 
  3087 
 
 Now take the answer and arrange those numbers to make the largest 8730 
 number possible.” 
 “ Rearrange to make the smallest number possible.” 0378 
 
  8730 
 “ Subtract the smaller from the larger.”  - 0378 
  8352 
 
  8532 
 “ Repeat again”  -2358 
  6174 

 
Sometimes he could get the magic number, 6174, with only one subtraction. With others it took more. He kept trying different 
combinations, recording how many subtractions it took to reach 6174, and he started to see some patterns. 

1. What were the patterns Niko found? 
2. What do you notice about the 4 digits when only one subtraction is needed to reach 6174? 
3. What number(s) require(s) the greatest number of subtractions to reach 6174? 

For this problem, we’ re going to do a bit of work with the gift 
items from the song “ The Twelve Days of Christmas.” I f you 
are unfamiliar with the song, I’ ve included a list of the gifts: 

 
Day 1 -A partridge in a pear tree 
Day 2- Two turtle doves 

Day 3- Three French hens 
Day 4- Four call ing birds 
Day 5- Five golden rings 

Day 6- Six geese a laying 
Day 7- Seven swans a swimming 

Day 8- Eight maids a milking 
Day 9- Nine ladies dancing 
Day 10 -Ten lords a leaping 

Day 11 -Eleven pipers piping 
Day 12 -Twelve drummers drumming 
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Here are some problems for you to solve at your leisure!  Solutions will be in next issue of ‘ Mere News’ �

Your task is to calculate the percentages of the total  
gifts received on each of the twelve days. To make 
this just a little easier, we will assume that only the 
gifts l isted here for each day are received on that day 
(in other words, on the third day there are only three 
French hens received, not three French hens, two tur-
tle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree, as sung in the 
song). 

 
 
 
 

Math puzzles supplied by  
Margaret Lagoyianni  
 (Basic Skills tutor) 

 

The Twelve Percents of Chr istmas  
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Whose Horse ?  
1. Black Bess 
2. Silver 

3. Copenhagen 

4. Marengo 
5. Rosinante 

6. Trigger 

7. Bucephalos 
?�� The Pale Horse�
����

Whose Dog? �
9. Toby 

10. Argos 
11. Gelert 

12. Flush 

13. Scooby Doo 
 @�� Nana 
�

Whose Ship?�

15. The Golden Hind 

16. Victory 
17. The Black Pig 

18. The Bounty. 

19. Endeavour. 
! 8�� The Pinafore�

Brain Teasers����
�
21. If a hen and a half, laid an egg and a half in a day and a half, how many 

eggs would six hens lay in six days? 
 

22. Which two words in English, change their pronunciation when their f irst 
letters are changed into capitals? 
 

23. Why is Ireland different from Scotland, England and France? 
 

24. My favourite team has won seven t imes this season but has never scored 
a goal. Why? 
 

25. What gets wetter as it  dries? 
 

26. What mathematical  symbol can you put between 2 and 3, to make a 
number greater than 2 but smaller than 3? 
 

27. How many  t imes can you subtract 3 from 39? 
 

28. HOROBOD is a clue to the identity of a historical f igure. Who is it? 
 

29. What happened in Ellesmere on the 31st of June 2000? 
 

30. Correct or incorrect? The last woman to be hung in the  

        UK was Ruth Ellis, who shot her lover! 
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For your relaxation on Boxing Day perhaps? 
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Q A B U T E T U L F R 
S A X 0 P H 0 N E C A 
M E N 0 B M 0 R T L T 
T U N E Y C A E M A I  
T S E C D 0 R T Q R U 
E L S N 0 R E 0 E I  G 
P A T E L N P N Y N H 
M B E I  E E 0 X N E C 
U M P D M T S L I  T T 
R Y M U 0 B 0 E L R I  
T C U A P I  A N O E P 
H A R M 0 N Y M I  X C 
X R T 0 R G A N V Y B 

Musical Word Search 
 M ost of the words in this box can be  found 
in the puzzle by reading across vertical ly or 
diagonal ly You may use some letters more 

than once.   

RHYTHM 
TUBA 
SAXOPHONE 
CELLO 
TROMBONE 
HORN 
TRUMPET 
TONE 
APPLAUSE 

OPERA 
GUITAR 
CYMBALS 
FLUTE 
MELODY 
AUDIBLE 
PICCOLO 
AUDIENCE 
TUNE 
PIANO 

PITCH 
CORNET 
NOTE 
CLARINET 
VIOLIN 
ORGAN 
TRIANGLES 
OBOE 
HARMONY 
DRUMS 
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  BEST WISHES.       

Christmas comes, as well you know. It brings the hail, the frost, the 

snow. 

It also brings to young and old, the memory of a tale ‘ oft told. 

Of how a child with mum and dad, was born in Bethlehem this lad. 

No spring interior bed had he, no mattress nor a fine settee. 

But sharing with the cattle there, a manger, blessed with hope and 

prayer. 

The story must be known to all, of how he grew, and heard the call. 

Of his Heavenly Father saying, “ Son, go out and preach to every-

one” 

The job He did we all now know, success He had with high and 

low. 

And in the end He gave His l ife, to try to end all forms of strife. 

I f we remember through the year, to give a smile or word of 

cheer. 

A little help to those in need, to comfort sick, too proud to plead. 

I f we can find the time to spare and answer someone’ s lonely prayer 

One hour in any week will do, it’ s left entirely up to you. 

I f you decide that you will try, be you humble , proud or shy. 

You’ ll find that payment comes in kind and brings a well contented 
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Poetry Corner  

A litt le Nonsense 
 

I shot an arrow at a cow! 
It fell to earth I know not how. 
Perhaps the tip of it was blunt 
Perhaps I shot it back to front! 

————————— 
First I had a wooden whistle 

And it wooden whistle 
Then I had a steel whistle 

And steel it wooden whistle 
Then I had a lead whistle 

And they wooden lead me whistle 
Now I have a tin whistle 
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This is an  extract f rom an article by Mr Norman 
Dawson previously published in Issue 1 of  the 
‘Ellesmer e Review’ and reproduced by kind permission 
of   Mrs Dawson. This piece will be  followed by related 
items in the next three issues of ‘Mere News’. Editor 
 
There are so many things to write about…I shall write them 
down just as they occur to me, and I intend to start quite 
early in my life. I have come to call these memories 
‘ Between the Wars’ , but quite a few will have occurred just 
before and during World War 1, so please forgive me for 
not keeping strictly to the timetable. 
For instance, my first memory in this epistle refers to a 
period just before the first World War when Ellesmere was 
served by a Town Crier. His name was John Rogers, and he 
was quite a character. He was of no fixed abode, but 
whenever anything was about to happen in the town, such 
as the arrival of a circus (and there were plenty of those), 
concerts, political meetings, etc., then John would appear 
with his bell and after opening with his ‘ Hear ye, Hear ye, 
Hear ye’ , he would give particulars of the event and then, 
standing at attention, he would salute and shout ‘ God save 
our gracious King and the Royal Family and also your 
noble town crier, John Rogers’ . He would then march off to 
his next port of call, with his familiar forward leaning walk. 
Also about this time I became aware of the evil character 
who paid periodical visits to the Ellesmere area. He was 
known as ‘The Dartmoor Shepherd’  who specialised in 
robbing the Church poor boxes. The word would go around 
that the Dartmoor Shepherd was in the district and all the 
children would be warned not to go out at night unless 
accompanied by an adult. The Shepherd had a terrible 
reputation, and yet, come to think of it, I never remember 
hearing of anyone being molested by him, or of anyone 
seeing him, but apparently he was there alright. Of course, 
there were a lot of unusual characters about at that time.  
 
The Workhouse, which stood on the site of the present 
house which faces the Haughton entrance to the Cremorne 
Gardens, was going strong at this time, and there were 
always plenty of tramps about call ing at houses in the town, 
very often with their grubby tins containing a few tea 
leaves, on which they asked hot water to be poured. The 
tramps would leave various marks on or near houses 
indicating to their pals whether or not they were good ones 
at which to call. 
   
At 5 years of age I and, of course, many others had our first  
taste of school – the Infants School (Tin School) in Scotland 
Street. The headmistress was Miss Matty, a very dainty and 
precise person who taught the seniors. Miss – the name 
escapes me, taught the middle class. I recall her as being 
very strict, and her favourite punishment for talking out of 
turn was to stand the offender in a corner with a piece of 
brown paper fastened across his or her mouth with sticky 
paste. The little ones were taught by Miss Nunnerly. What a 
lovely person she was. Could be strict, but very fair.  
 
Of course traffic in those days was practically non-existent, 

and the ideal place to 
play was in the street. 
T he gut ters made 
admirabl e places for 
playing marbles, and we 
tore around the town 
with our hoops (iron and 
w o o d e n  o n e s ) . 
Somet imes,  runni ng 
down streets l ike Victoria 
Street and Market Street, 

the hoops would gain momentum and control of them 
would be lost. Away the hoop would bound, and the owner 
would stand in horror – eyes staring and hands clasped 
together praying (or whatever one did at that age) that the 
hoop would land up against a wall and not a window. Other 
games played in the street were football, cricket, (stumps 
chalked on a wall), skipping, hopscotch, rounders, ‘ tick’, 
hide and seek etc., were all played in the street , and the 
only time we had a breather was when a herd of cattle, 
sheep or pigs went by, or a cart carrying turnips or swedes, 
in which case no-one bothered if one picked a turnip or 
swede from the cart, least of all the driver, although I must 
say there was the odd one who would twirl his whip round 
the back end of the cart and the back end of the thieving 
nipper. 
 
The other schools – the Wharf School, where Mr Will iam 
Edward Gri ffiths (WEG) reigned supreme, and the Girls’ 
School, known as The Top School, at the top of St John’ s 
Hill at its junction with Love Lane, where Miss Drover was 
the headmistress. WEG, as he was so widely known, was 
held in awe by all who attended the school. He was a keen 
disciplinarian and yet very fair; he was stern and yet kind. 
He commanded respect, but used the cane only as a last 
resort.  
 
Everyone hated the latter part of the order because it was 
firmly believed that being in pickle made it smart more. 
WEG was a fine teacher, and although everyone, even the 
toughest characters, would admit to being a l ittle bit scared 
of him, it would be safe to say that all who passed through 
his hands would say in later l ife that they held him in the 
highest esteem and were grateful for his character building 
influence. Quite a large garden was attached to the Wharf 
School, and this was cultivated by the scholars, each class 
doing its stint. The produce was sold to people in the town; 
certain boys being given the opportunity of going around 
sell ing the vegetables,etc., to the householders in the streets 
allocated to them. A commission was paid based on the 
amount of the sales. The net income was used for the 
benefit of the school. When the fruit in the garden was ripe 
the boys went out and collected it, and on their return to the 
school WEG would be standing sentinel and he would 
smell the breath of each boy, and woe betide any boy who 
had tasted the forbidden fruit.    
 
    Mr Norman Dawson  

(to be continued in future issues) 
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Between the Wars 
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We’ ve had a very successful second year at the Infolink. 
Many more local people have found their way down Wharf 
Road to use the facil ities we have to offer and are finding us 
useful for all sorts of information. It was always intended to 
stay open all year round and not just during the tourist 
season, so we are very pleased that funding is now available 
for us to remain open another year. 
 
We’ ve had many interesting enquiries to tax our brains this 
year. One of the most intriguing was finding out 
information on the ‘ Pudding Club’ . This is in a hotel in the 
Cotswolds where the bedrooms are named after Puddings. 
The Club was formed ‘ to prevent the demise of the 
traditional great British Pudding’, and serves such delights 
as Jam Roly Poly, Sticky Toffee Pudding and Spotted Dick. 
Membership of the Club includes a family-sized pudding 
delivered to your door, but you can join meetings as a non-
member where you can choose from the Pudding Buffet! 
 
Another interesting question we were asked was where did 
General de Gaulle stay in Ellesmere during the War with his 
wife and daughter? Apparently they rented Gadl as Hall in 
the summer of 1940 and the daughter Elizabeth went to a 
Convent at Acton Burnell (see Twentieth Century Ellesmere 
No. 2). A lady who as a child had been an evacuee during 
the war, had been to the Catholic services at Welshampton 

Village Hall and when General de Gaulle came in she 
thought he was Hitler because of his moustache. 
 
As well as the usual enquiries about jobs, transport, places 
to visit, accommodation, clubs & societies, bus tokens, 
college courses, what’ s on, and of course bin bags, we have 
recently taken over the booking of the Market Hall from 
Barbara Baldwin-Davies. (Thank you to Barbara for doing 
sterling work over the years.) We also now have RADAR 
keys for the Disabled Toilets in Ellesmere. 
As anyone who has recently been to Oswestry Job Centre 
knows, they have become computerized. Because of this 
we thought we would be losing the Job Cards at the 
Infolink. We have now been told that they will sti ll  produce 
the cards for the foreseeable future while they have the 
printer to do it. This is a relief for all the many people who 
use the Infolink to look for jobs and especially for those 
who are not computer l iterate or who find it difficult getting 
to Oswestry Job Centre. 
Don’ t forget if you want to know about attractions that are 
sti l l  open during the Winter come down to the Infolink, 
we’ d be glad to help. We’ re open on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday from l0 am - 4 pm (CLOSED 
THURSDAY) and Saturday from l0 am - 1 pm. 
Ploughman’s Corner, Wharf Road, Ellesmere   
01691 624488 
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Ellesmere Infolink 
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The Ellesmere Town Scout Group continues to 
f lourish under the leadership of the Group Scout 
Leader, Mr Graham Hinton. 
 
The Beaver Scouts, from 6-8 years old have had an 
active and varied programme over the last few 
months. They won the District Beaver Scout Road 
Safety Competit ion, watched a video on water safety, 
visited St Mary’ s Church and for Halloween made 
(and ate) chocolate apples. They have had art and craft 

activit ies in preparation for the Crafty Beaver 
Competit ion in December and will soon be making 
decorations ready for their Christmas party. 
 
The Cub Scouts have also been busy; they won the 
District Cub Scout Swimming Gala, heard a talk on 
Personal Safety by the Community Police Officer and 
visited the Fire Station. In June they had a weekend 
camp in the grounds of the Scout HQ during which 
they spent an enjoyable 2 hours sampling the many 
attractions of the Mult i-Sports facilit ies at the 
Lakelands Sports Centre. A visit to Cadbury World is 
planned for the near future. 
 
The highlight of the year for the Scout Troop was, of 
course, the annual Summer Camp on a farm on 
Anglesey near Beaumaris Castle. Everyone enjoyed 
visits to the Castle, Llanfair PG. and other places of 
interest and exploring the beach and clif fs. During 
weekly meetings at present the Scouts are all working 
on their Fire Safety Badge under instruction from a 
local f ire-f ighter. 
The whole group joined together in the summer for the 
Rounders Match organised by the Beaver Scout 
Section (Parents and Leaders vs The Boys), followed 
by a barbecue. For the Ellesmere Festival there was a 
Table-top Sale at Scout HQ, which was used again on 
the Saturday evening as the venue for the Hog Roast. 
In November the whole Group, with their families, 
enjoyed a splendid bonfire and f irework display in the 
grounds of Scout HQ, ending with the “ banger and 

beans”  supper. 
 
Another popular event for the whole Group and their 
families, together with the Guides, Brownie Guides, 
and Ranger Guides, is the Annual Scout and Guide 
Carol Service, to be held at the Methodist Church on 
Monday 17th December. 
 
Of course none of this would be possible without the 
dedication and hard work of uniformed Leaders, 
parents and helpers, and the members of the Group 
Executive Committee, who support and fund-raise 
throughout the year. 

 
I f  you think you would like to help and join in the fun 
and friendship of Scouting, why not contact the Group 
Scout Leader on 01691 623020 or the Group 
Secretary on 01691 623724. 
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The Ellesmere Town Scout Group �
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The PTA this year has quite a 
few things planned for the  
festive season. 
 
First is the Christmas Fayre on 
the Saturday, 8th December 
from 1.30 onwards when Santa 
will hopefully be popping in to 
see the children of Ellesmere, 
(that is only if they have been 
good little girls and boys,of 
course) and numerous stalls and 
games. There will also be a bar 
and refreshments too.  

 
 On  Saturday 15th December there will be a PANTO 
from 5.30 the content is a closely guarded secret—only 
the actors know what will be going on! It is supposed to 
be the best yet and this is why it is planned for the 
Saturday. Book early for fear of disappointment. You 
have been warned, Ellesmere.  
 
Lastly, December comes to a lovely end with the PTA 
funds being put to good use by providing a Children©s 
Christmas Disco for all pupils on Wednesday, December 
19th. 
 
  
Plans for 2002  include: 

 
BINGO NIGHT 

VAL ENTINES DISCO   
 

SUMMER  FETE OF FETES 
 wi th a 

 BIGGER,  BETTER,  
 

I T©S A KNOCKOUT  WORLD CUP SPECTACULAR !  
 

Richard Owen (PTA) 

T his year the festival was acclaimed by many as a 
great success; it’ s impossible to mention all  the  
events, but here are just a few as a sample. 
 

The ‘Spot the Odd Item’   shop window competition 
organised by the Chamber of Commerce  was popular 
judging by  the  number  of people walking round the town 
examining windows and attracting over 30 entries. 
 
The Craft Fair was open for three days, together with the 
Art Exhibition, which created a great  deal of interest.  As 
usual there was an overwhelming response to the Boat 
Rally, with many decorated boats all along the canal.  The 
Shropshire  Union Canal  Society  also arranged a Hog 
Roast which  was a  complete sell-out despite being hastily 
removed to the Scout H.Q. because  of the weather. The 
canal-side Firework Display went ahead as planned; and 
was accl aimed as a great success. 
 
The British Waterways  Yard was open with a ferry boat 
service from the Wharf, and another new attraction this year 
was a gathering  of the Dormobile Owners Club in the 
Estate Yard.  Music Lovers had plenty of variety, with the 
Lakelands School Band in the Square on Friday, barrel 
organ in the streets, and organ music at  the Methodist 
Church.   Both churches were open on Saturday, with 
displays and exhibitions to interest all ages. 
 
Local charities and others had a chance to raise funds and 
the Whitchurch Town Band played for the well attended 
Wharf-side Service, and also entertained afterwards. The 
Festival ended with a  hearty ‘  Songs of Praise’  

 
Mr L Mitchell 

(Festival Committee) 
 

 
Twentieth Century 

Ellesmere 
 
The Ellesmere  Society  has just published the fourth edition 
in their series of memories from the last century. Seen as an  
ideal Millennium project, a small group of dedicated 
members started interviewing and collecting stories from 
local residents. Whist Ellesmere remains a rural market  
town throughout the 1900’ s it was a century that introduced 
more change in people’ s l ives than any  previously . Hence 
the reason  to obtain as many memories as possible.  They 
serve as an informal history of that period. 
 
The first booklet was an instant success, necessitating a 
reprint. Booklet Two, published in December 2000, and 
Booklet Three, published in April 2001, were just as 
popular . Every  reader  has memories and the society will 
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Ellesmere Festival �
be  delighted to have your reminiscences, on any subject,  
to include in  future booklets.   
 
The memories may be sent to the Editor, Peter Shephard,  
at 33 Diksmuide Drive, Ellesmere. Better stil l , take them 
to the society’s meetings, held in the Comrades Club on 
the third Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. They are 
informal  evenings with excellent speakers on varying 
subjects. New members and/or  visitors always welcome. 
 
In addition to the Memory Booklets, the Society also 
publishes ‘ The Ellesmere Historical Town Walk’  booklet 
and ‘The Ellesmere Railway Accident, 1887’  booklet. 
 

The Ellesmere Society 



� � 
 � �� � � � �

T he Ellesmere Society, having successfully 
published four booklets of Memoirs of Twentieth 
Century Ellesmere, have pleasure in presenting 
their fi fth volume in December of this year. 

However, it is felt that there are sti l l  plenty of thoughts and 
recollections in people’ s minds.  
Does anyone know or recollect the location of the Ellesmere 
Show? Organized and promoted by Oswestry Agricultural  
Society, the show (in the first quarter of the twentieth 
century) was held at Oswestry for two years and then at 
Ellesmere for one. It is probably safe to assume that the 
event was held on a farm near to Ellesmere … but was it? 
And, if it was, which one?  A date that is proving elusive to 
determine is when did a one-way traffi c system first come 
into operation in Ellesmere. It seems likely that it was 
during the period 1939-1941 but whether the move was 
influenced by increasing civil ian traffic or by greater 
numbers of military vehicles is not known. To refresh 
memories of about sixty years ago, the streets 
made one-way were Talbot Street, Watergate 
Street, High Street, Cross Street and Market  
Street, so if anyone can produce a precise and 
accurate date of the change, the Ellesmere 
Society will be pleased to hear from them. 
 
Among other features of wartime Ellesmere 
were the nearby U.S. Army hospitals which 
meant plenty of uni formed Americans on the 
streets of the town (mainly for the purpose of 
patronizing the Town Hall cinema) but does 
anyone have a photograph of such scenes? 
None has come to l ight as yet but if one did, it 
would be of great interest.  
Further areas of research may include 
organizations and associations which were active in 
Ellesmere during the first hal f of the twentieth century but 
are now no longer in being. Does anyone have memories or 
recollections of any of the following:– Ellesmere Wheelers, 
The Free Church Council, Girls’ Friendly Society, Young 
Men’ s Church Club, (Talbot Street) Young People’ s Guild, 
The League of Nations Union, Dairy Students, Ellesmere 
and District Cow Club, and Ellesmere Natural History 
Club? Who were the mysterious “ Druids” whose main 
activity seems to have been their annual ball? And what 
exactly was “ The Trained Nurses Fund”, the recipient of 
much charitably raised cash? Certain publications of long 
ago would also be of interest. What of “ Ellesmere and its 
Surroundings” by H.E. Mapleston of the Oswestry Field 
Club and probably written around 1920. Also “ The Legend 
of Ellesmere” by the Rev. Oswald Feilden, one-time Vicar 
of Welsh Frankton. Any recollections of the above by long-
time Ellesmere residents would be much appreciated.    
 
And now from past to the future and a few observations on 
the proposed redevelopment of the derelict industrial site at 
the end of Wharf Road. 
For upwards of two centuri es, there have been industrial 
and commercial activities in the region of (and because of) 

the canal wharf. From the gasworks built in the early 1830s 
to the iron and brass foundry of similar vintage which in the 
year 1863 was described as “ giving employment to a large 
number of hands”, through to the United Dairi es cheese 
factory of 1919, the wharf area has always provided plenty 
of employment opportunities for the people of Ellesmere. 
 
The closure of the factory in 1987 with the loss of nearly 
400 jobs was a major blow to the economy of the town. The 
passing of time has alleviated the situation somewhat but 
the present condition of the old factory gives increasing 
cause for concern. Redevelopment of the site is therefore 
desperately needed. A survey done a few years ago 
indicated that a food supermarket of cl ass, quality and keen 
prices was what was most wanted by the population of 
Ellesmere. There may well be some detrimental effect on 
traders currently in business in the town centre, but this may 
be a price worth paying as townspeople will then be able to 

buy their groceries at the bottom end of 
Wharf Road rather than make a car journey of 
six to sixteen miles to a more comprehensive 
food outlet.  
In passing, it may be noted that for many 
years Ellesmere supported three chemists’ 
shops (though only two of them dispensed) as 
against one now supplying a much greater 
number of customers than would have been 
the case in the 1930s. There would therefore 
seem to be some advantage to shoppers i f a 
second toiletries and dispensing outlet were 
available.   As regards potential diffi culties 
with traffi c, it is inevitable that volumes will 
increase in line with all other parts of the 
country; however, it would seem likely that 
traffic figures produced by the potential 

developers of the site are wildly exaggerated. As the 
possible/eventual redevelopment of the area will take place 
over several (if not many) years, increases in traffi c may 
well come about quite slowly.  It may also be pointed out 
that in the days when both the dairy and the railway station 
were in operation, much traffi c travelled between them 
without any serious congestion. However, car parking in the 
town centre is becoming more and more diffi cult and the 
large car park envisaged as part of the Wharf redevelopment  
will be of immeasurable benefit. Should substantial 
numbers of houses be permitted in the Wharf scheme (as 
well as current constructions), public services such as health 
and education may have to be enlarged. This of course is a 
matter for the appropriate authorities.  
Whatever form the eventual redevelopment of the old Dairy 
Crest factory at the Wharf takes, it is essential that the 
elected representatives of Ellesmere and its surrounding 
area at Town, Rural Parish, District and County level do 
their utmost to encourage a development that wil l be of the 
greatest possible benefit to the people of Ellesmere for 
many years to come. 

Stanley Horton 
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Then and Now�
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Time flies like and arrow. Fruit f lies like a banana. 
So what are t ime f lies, and why do they like an 
arrow?   

Groucho  Marx 
 
Immediately after Orville Wright’ s historic second 
f light, his luggage could not be located anywhere.  
 
Pembroke, the renegade third Wright brother 
immediately set to work on an anti aircraft gun.  
 
I f  toast always lands butter side down, and cats 
always land on their feet, what happens if you strap 
toast to the back of a cat and drop it? 

 
How do spies know when they have run out of 
invisible ink? 

 
If  you had a Kryptonite cross, would it   keep both 
Superman and Dracula away? 

Steve Wright 
 

The Antiques Road-show has now become the “ For 
God’ s sake stop telling me how rare and delightful 
this heirloom is. I just want to hear how much it’ s 
worth and even though I ’ ll tell you that I ’ ll never 
sell it because of its sentimental value and as soon 
as the show finishes, I ’ ll shoot off down to Sotheby©s 
and flog it and blow the lot on a fortnight in the 
Bahamas."  

Victor Lewis-Smith 

  
Count Dracula was walking down the street. As he 
turned a corner, ten tons of sausages and two tons of 
sausage rolls, small sandwiches, vol-au-vents, 
cheese and pineapple chunks on sticks and crisps 
fell on his head. “ Oh  no”  said Dracula. “  Its Buffet 
the Vampire Slayer.”  
 

 

 
 

 

 
Slow  shoe  shuffle 

 
A commercial traveller 
found himself at a loose 
end in a Northern town. 
He realised he had been in 
this town before two or 
three years previously and 
had left a pair of shoes 
with the local cobbler for 
repair. He checked his 

wallet and found the t icket and went to f ind the shop. 
He presented his t icket to the cobbler who went into 
the back of the shop. After a while the cobbler came 
back with the shoes, covered in dust. Here they are “  
he said . “  I ’ ll have them ready on Tuesday.”  
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Bits and Pieces 

 LESLIE YOUNGER 
SEPTIC TANK 

EMPTYING  
PROMPT &  EFFICIENT SERVICE 

LI CENCED WASTE 
CARRIER 

� �20 Mile Radius Served 
� �Competitive Prices 

 

 Chirk (01691)772381 
Broad Oak Farm St Martins 

Nr Oswestry SY11 3DR 
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Letters to the Editor 
Editor’s note: Views expressed in this page are not necessarily those of the Editorial staff of the Mere News. Please 

continue to write in with your comments, which will be published , space permitting. 

To the Editor and Staff of Mere News 
 
As a house-bound  O.A.P I would  like to thank the 
Mere News for giving me the opportunity of 
keeping up to date with the developments in 
Ellesmere. There have been countless rumours 
about the wharf site ever since the cheese factory 
ceased making,  packing and storing cheese in its 
premises on the wharf, and it is only since reading 
Major Chambers’ letter on the development plans 
that I  now have an idea about the pro’ s and con’ s 
of the situation. 

 
Art icles about the herons, and the myths and 
legends about the Mere, the hort icultural notes on 
autumn planting and a long away from ‘home’  the 
proposed job of a V.S.O woman in Malawi and 
much else, make interesting and enjoyable reading. 

 
Yours sincerely 

M Lloyd.  
 

‘The Hill’  ,  
St John’ s Hill, Ellesmere 

 
 

Reporting Vandalism 
 
Many thanks to the person who reported two 
youths who were seen causing damage to a bench 
at The Wharf. Having apologized for the 
unintentional damage caused as well as repairing 
the bench, police action was taken. The two were 
interviewed under caution as a result of which no 
charges were pressed. Later, they were 
f ingerprinted and DNA samples were taken. They 
now have an ‘ unoff icial’  police record. It  is a pity 
such action is not taken following the numerous 
incidents of criminal damage caused by various 
‘ rowdy’  youths throughout our town. But then,   
no-one chooses to complain about them, do they? 

 
(Name supplied but wi thheld by request) 

 

����

Christmas Wishes 
 
The Christmases of yesteryear have gone for  good, I fear. 
No letters sent to Santa Claus, the mobile phone is here. 
Brass bands no longer roam the streets even  mistletoe is rare,   
But Carol Singing, Christmas trees and greetings are sti l l  there. 
We send wishes of the best for health, good  luck, success,  
And may you find the New oncoming year is fi l led  with    
 

Happiness. 
 

With every good wish from  
 

Nancy and Bi ll  Gordon 

SM ALL  ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS 
by appointment 

 
 

WEEKDAYS 
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm – 6.00pm 

 
 

SATURDAYS 
10.00am —10.30am 

 
FARM  & HORSE VISITS 

AVAILABLE 
 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Blakemere 
Veterinary Centre 
12 Talbot Street 
Ellesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0HQ 
 
Tel :  (01691) 622201 
Fax; (01691) 622118 
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A t the end of the seventeenth century 
members of learned societies were 
debating the means to a solution to the 
problem of f inding longitude at sea. The 

story of how the problem was eventually solved by 
John Harrison, a carpenter from Yorkshire, has 
recently been dramatised in the f ilm ‘ Longitude’ .  In 
stark contrast to Harrison’ s epoch making 
achievement, countless cranks and opportunists 
published pamphlets to promulgate their own 
harebrained schemes for f inding longitude at sea.  One 
of the most colourful of these was the wounded dog 
theory put forward in France in 1687 by the dashing 
English Catholic diplomat Sir Kenelm Digby.  
According to this theory a powder, discovered by him, 
could purportedly heal at a distance. All one had to do 
to unleash its magic was to apply it  to an art icle from 
the ailing person. A bit of bandage from a wound, for 
example, when sprinkled with powder of sympathy, 
woul d heal that wound.  Unfortunately, the cure was 
not painless and the patients of Sir Kenelm were 
rumoured to have jumped in pain when their dressings 
were dipped into the powder.  He noted that this also 
happened when the powder was sprinkled onto knives 
that had cut them.  This idea was then applied to the 
longitude problem.  The idea was to send a wounded 
dog aboard a ship on a voyage while ashore the dog’ s 
bandage woul d be dipped into the powder of sympathy 
every day at noon.  It  was believed that the dog would 
yelp in reaction and thereby provide the captain with 
an accurate measurement of t ime for his calculation of 
his ship’ s posit ion at sea.  
 
Sir Kenelm Digby had escaped to France following 
the execution of his father, Sir Everard Digby for his 
complicity in the famous Gunpowder Plot of 1605. He 
married Venetia Stanley, grand daughter of the Earl of 
Derby, part of whose vast estate, that included 
Ellesmere and the surrounding villages, had been 
bought by Queen Elizabeth’ s Lord Chancellor, 
Thomas Egerton, in 1600.  A collateral branch of the 
Stanley family was living in Talbot Street, Ellesmere 
until the 20th century.  Sir Kenelm’ s great grand 
daughter, Lewcy Conway, married William Joyce of 
The Lodge, Cockshutt, in Wrexham Parish Church on 
27th February 1714 and it was there on the 14th March 
the following year that their son, John was baptised.  
Sadly it appears that both mother and child died soon 
after for we f ind that in 1718 another son, John was 
baptised and this t ime the wife’ s name was given as 
‘ Mary’ .  William Joyce had been baptised in 
Ellesmere Church on 9th February 1691 and, when he 

was old enough, was apprenticed to another member 
of the family, John William Joyce, a clockmaker in 
Wrexham.  
Evidently the Joyce family had lived in this locality 
for centuries for we f ind at least three entries for the 
name on the Hearth Tax Roll of 1672, one of these 
was George Joyce who was then living at Kenwick.  It 
may well have been his son, another George Joyce 
who, (after his apprenticeship to Nathaniel Pyne, a 
clockmaker in London in 1684) founded, what was to 
become, the oldest independent clock making f irm in 
the world.   Over the next three centuries the Joyce 
dynasty produced some 25 eminent clock and 
watchmakers, becoming one of the most highly 
respected names in the history of horology. 
It  seems that William Joyce succeeded John William 
Joyce in his Wrexham business, for the 
churchwarden’ s accounts of Wrexham Parish Church 
show that he carried out work on the clock in 1718.  
For this he was paid the, not inconsiderable, sum of 

£2. 8s. 0d.  In 1722 
William was named 
as the executor of 
his uncle, Arthur 
Joyce, an innkeeper 
of Cockshutt.  This 
was probably the 
reason for his return 
to hi s nati ve 
Cockshutt where 
we f ind him living 
when hi s son, 
A r t h ur ,  wa s 
b a p t i se d  at 
Ellesmere Parish 
Church in 1723.  
 In the following 
year tragedy struck 
again when second 
his wife, Mary, and 

then, a few weeks later, his son, Arthur, died. At just 
23 years of age he had become a widower for the 
second t ime and had lost at least two children.  He 
then married again for the third t ime to Ann Jones of 
Ellesmere. 

(to be continued) 
 

Christopher Jobson 
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MORE CLOCKMAKERS  OF ELLESMERE 

Picture cour tesy of  Mr  S Hor ton 



Meres Visitor Centre 

Christmas  

Gift Fair  

Come and shop at a leisurely pace 

in  

beautiful surroundings.  

Weekends during   November &  

December 

Many new lines in gifts for young 

and not so young 
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by Gill Eleftheriou 
 

I f , like me, you are a keen gardener and enjoy 
being out at all t imes of the year, we need plants 
in our gardens to tempt us to venture outside in 
all seasons.  

 
Many spring plants will put on a precocious early dis-
play during a mild winter spell. Plants which will re-
liably give us pleasure during the darkest months of 
January and February are much fewer. So which will 
greet us year after year? 
 
We all have our favourites, some common, others 
more unusual. My choice has been honed over the 
years, to reflect my experiences in both mild and sav-
age winters. 
 
Top of my list must be snowdrops, the f irst true f low-
ers of the New Year. The green t ips of the common 
snowdrop, Galanthus nivalis, and its double form be-
gin to show by January, with snow white f lowers soon 
unfurling as the month progresses. 
  
There are, however, a number of snowdrop species 
and some are even earlier to f lower. My eager search 
on New Years Day is usually rewarded with the f irst 
white buds of G. el wesii. Collections of snowdrops, so 
fashionable in Victorian Times are back in vogue 
again today. 
 
The acid yellow of Aconites is another “ must have”  in 
my garden. Unlike snowdrops, they need sun to open 
their f lowers but, once happy, will self-seed and clump 
up well. 
 
Litt le gems deserving a quiet spot to themselves be-
neath a shady tree or shrub are hardy Cyclamen. C. 
hederifoliun f lowers in autumn, followed by C. coum 
at the turn of the year. Even when not in bloom, their 
marbled and silvered leaves are a joy throughout our 
winter months. 
 
Hellebors are more sombre in tone but make an inter-
esting contrast to other winter f lowers. Some, includ-
ing our native H. foetidus and the more unusual H. x 
sternii, begin to open in January, then continue well 
into May. Could more be asked if them? 
 
Winter f lowering shrubs may not be ostentatious but 
make up for their shortcomings with scent. Neat Sar-

cococcas, Hamamelis and Lonicera x purpusii f ill the 
air with their sweet perfume on any still winters day. 
 
Lovely but unscented, I would also not be without the 
clear yellow spurs of common winter Jasmine, nor the 
silvery catkins of Garrya elipt ica. The latter needs a 
sheltered corner from the cold east wind to prevent 
burn damage. 
 
Flowers can be f leeting at any season but evergreen 
plants furnish the garden through a whole twelve 
months. Those with yellow variegated foliage are par-
t icularly valuable to reflect any rays of sunshine in the 
depths of winter. My choice includes variegated hol-
lies and Euonymous. 
 
Also of value are evergreens which lend themselves to 
clipping, again giving form to a winters scene. Try 
Lonicera nit ida ‘ Baggesen’ s Gold’  as a faster growing 
alternative to box.  
 

A HAPPY GARDENING NEW 
YEAR! 
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My Winter  Favour ites �
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Some years ago we were travell ing through the Cotswolds and 
we stopped at a Farm Museum, for the coffee shop, I must 
admit. However, we had a look around and found a great deal  
to interest us. On one wall of a barn, we found a display of 
scythes, rakes, hoes and shovels, all hand tools connected with 
farming. There was a small group admiring the display, the 
shovels in particular and the polish on the handles when an 
elderly gentleman was heard to say, “ Be damned to all the tools 
with handles, tools with handles need hands to work them”. 
 
This set me thinking, the polish had been produced by the 
friction of men’ s hands on the wood plus a generous helping of 
spit and sweat no doubt. So for the ones who long for the so-
called simple l ife and wish to wallow in nostalgia, here is an 
example of the working practices of a bygone, so-called, 
Golden age. 
Please study the picture (top right). Here you will see a 
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A Nostalgia Trip 

Summer scene dating back to the 1920’ s-30’ s, 
although things hadn’ t changed much when I 
started work in 1946 at our local coll iery. 
 
This was a common scene during the Summer. 
Collieries produced coal 12 months of the year 
and because sal es dropped off during the 
warmer months, excess production had to be 
stocked to release the railway wagons. 
 
The coal was shovelled into the barrow balanced 
on the planks across the wagons and then 
wheeled to the stockpile, tipped and levelled and 
time generation repeated until the wagon was 
emptied (10 tons in the foreground wagon and 
12 tons in the right hand wagon). I suppose that 
these men would be expected to empty 2 wagons 
each day. The black faces of the men show how 
much dust they raised and the sweat produced. 
 
I f you think this was sheer drudgery, imagine 
emptying a canal barge. Most barges would 
carry 20 tons which would have to be shovelled 
into the wharf side and then shovelled up into 
carts for delivery to customers. Double handling, 
back breaking drudgery and think of agriculture 
before the combine harvester. 
 
Food for thought? Nostalgia, you can keep it. 
 

Terry Cartlidge  

The Market Hal l  will  be closed 
 

On TUESDAY 25th DECEMBER 2001 
 

Christmas Day and 
 

TUESDAY 1st January 20002 
 

For News Years Day 
 

Normal  weekly trading will  commence on 
 

TUESDAY 8th JANUARY 2002 
 

May we take this opportunity to thank  

you for your support  during 
this year and  wish you a  

Merry Christmas 
and a prosperous  

New Year 

NORTH SHROPSHIRE 
 

DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

ELLESMERE M ARK ET 
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PCAS 
(A part of SDC) 

Peer Counselling & 
Advocacy Service 

 
Everyone with a disability 
has a r ight to an 
independent life. The 
purpose of PCAS is to 
maintain their personal 
independence by means of 
using  Peer Counselling 
and advocates who 
support people and provide 
information so that they 
can make in for med 
choices. 
   
Our phone number is ;- 
 

01743 440973 

The Shropshire Disabil ity Consortium is an organisation run  by disabled people  for disabled people. I ts range  
of  completely conf idential  services  are :-   

·  Peer Counselling &  Advocacy Service (PCAS) - see below for details  

·  Shropshire Independent L iving Service (SIL S)  

·  Visual Impairment &  Communications Service (VICS) 

·  Sensory Impairment Development Project (SID) 

·  Visual Interpretation Service in Shropshire (VISS)   

·  Disability Arts in Shropshire (DASh) 
 

For more information call  us at  01743 440972, Minicom: 01743  444569 or email sdc@shropshiredisabil ity.org 
Our web site is at   www.sdc.shropshiredisabil ity.org 

You can also visit us in person at The Disabil ity Resource Centre, Lancaster Road, Harlscott, Shrewsbury SY1 3NJ 



(See page 4—Ellesmere Town Counci l  ) 
 

DAVID BELL AMY’S CHRISTMAS TREES 
 

Taxus baccata, the churchyard Yew has many links with Christmas, perhaps  the most obvious being that it stands beside so 
many of our parish churches. Among the other common names for this tree is palm and palm tree, for its fronds have been used 
in religious festivals up until recent times. 

Many of these churchyard Yews are venerabl e specimens and research over the past 15 years has shown that a number of them 
predate not only the church but Christianity itself.  Yes some of these trees were alive in our green and pleasant land while Christ 
l ived out His life upon this earth.  This longevity and the fact that they could be cut again and again re-sprouting strong new 
shoots were the stuff of parables signifying resurrection and rebirth. Little wonder then that they were linked to many stories 
both true and untrue. Whether the cross on which Jesus died was made of Yew is sti l l  a matter of conjecture, however in olden 
times the traditional Yule log was yew, a timber slow to burn and so in great demand for legend has it that as long as the log stil l 
burned the servants could drink the master’ s best ale or cider or whatever was on offer. Many of the most ancient wooden 
arti facts found in the peat-bogs of Europe are made of yew. These range from implements belonging to the recently found ice 
man to wonderful drinking cups and objects of votive significance. Of Saint Columba who founded a settlement on Iona (the 
Yew Isle) from which he set forth to evangelize the mainland, it is written, “ though he feared death and hell the sound of the axe 
in the grove of Derry frightened him sti l l more.” 

The Derry to which he referred is in Ireland where be had built an oratory of wood, facing not east but north toward Caer 

Arianshod and its Yew trees. 
Yews, there is no getting away from the 
fact that yews are very much tied up with 
Christianity, the Life of Christ and so with 
Christmas. So as we approach the 
celebration of 2000 years since His Birth, 
the Conservation Foundation has taken 
cuttings from yew trees that we believe to 
be at least 2000 years old and they are on 
offer to all parishes who would l ike to 
celebrate the Bi-millennium of their faith 
by planting one in their churchyard or some 
other appropriate place. 
Already 5000 parishes have reserved their 
tree. Each parish can have one free, but a 
‘ l imited edition’  tree will be for sale to 
those who would l ike to celebrate the 
Millennium in private gardens, farms or 
private woodlands. The income raised will 
enable the Conservation Foundation to 
continue protecting and recording the 
country’ s ancient Yews and will also set up 
a fund to help churches unable to afford the 
proper care these ancient trees deserve, so 
safeguarding their unique place in history  -  
a l iving link across 2000 years. 
 
I f you would like to know more about Yews for  
the Mi llennium contact: 
L ibby Symon, The Conservation Foundation, 1 

Kensington Gore, London SW7 2AR Tel . 0207 
591 3111 ,  Fax 0207  591 3110  

Emai l : conservef@gn.apc.org 
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� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � � A. D .T Carpets            A .D .T Carpets 
      2c Wharf Road                                 4 Morris Shopping Park 

             Ellesmere                     Wem 
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