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il i il i il il il il il e il
elcometo’ Mere News No 19, our Bumpe Chrisimas
WEdition. Fird, | would like to welcome Magare Lagoyianni
to our team. Margaret will be handlingthe advertising for
‘Mere News , so0 for advets, pleasecontact Margaret on
01691 624470 or email margaretlagol@aol.com
Second, you will see, onthelédters page, tha we have published an
anonymous letter. Thewriter' s name and address has been withheld a tha
person’s request. Now, asarule, we do not publish letters (or anything else)
without the writer' s name, but, in thiscase, | feeltha the issue raised in the
letter isimportant enough towaivetha rule. Please readthe leter carefully, |
agree entirely with theviews expressed, | hope you do too. There are many
forms of vendalism fromthoughtlessness and bad manne's to down right
thuggery and we have seen examples almog daily in Ellesmere,
unfortunately.
Seaking personally, Ellesmere isagoodtown inwhich to live we havelived in quite afew places and
4 Ellesmere isas good as any and a damn sight betterthan many other places. So please let ustrea thetown and

A its people with resped especially in the seaon of Peace and Goodwill.
i
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* T akingof Peace and Goodwill, the Meae Newsteam wish you, thereaders, contributors end advertisersall
A4 that youwould wish yourselves for Christmas and the New Y ear. If you have afew minutesto spareon sy
4 Boxing Day, then pleasehavea go & our quiz on page 12 (for oneof our ‘valuable prizes of course). Entries

4 close on January 31¢ andthevery best of luckto youl

.
4 We will be running a Super Quizto boog our fundsin the Soring so please look ou for the entry formswhich
: will be available from membersof theteam (and a& seledtedoutlesinthetown).
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With all the beg for the Fegive Season.

Terry Cartlidge Next |ssue
DueOut Spring 2002
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Artides and Advertsin by
42 28 Hill Park end o March please

& Dudleston Hegth ] ,
& Items submitted on Floppy disk

4 Ellesmere SY12 OLF or by emsil are much appredated
% 01691 690563 by the production team
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$ % & size A4 A5 A6 A7 A8
per issue £25 £15 £10 £7 £4

Featurepostion* |£30 £20 £15 £10 £6
Inside front or back
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Please send your adverts
requirements to Margaret
Lagoyianni or any member of the

production team - address details on i
front cover. For 3issues £60 £35 £25 £15 £10
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Statutory disdaimer
All advertsand articles are published in good faith. We (the production team) cannot check all the detailsin theartides for
accuracy or otherwiseand any views expressed are not necessarily our views. Neither can we be held responsiblefor the
actions of any advertiser, nowor inthefuture.

Publicgtion daes.
Publication daes printed in * Mere News are approximate only. Wedo try to keep to ourdates but, becauseoftheway Mere Newsis
produced and because we depend on outd de agencies for printing and typing, del ays may occur.



TheMayor’s Christmas M essage

Hdlo everyone, here we are again Christmas amost upon us where has thisyear gone?

After something of a shaky start with the Foa and Mouth disease things settled and | think we have had a reasonably
good year. Spring saw the re-opening of Scotland Street to two-way traffi c and the re-instatement of the Square and the
return of the * Lamp'.

TheTriathlon was a grest success and aso the Regatta Hlesmere Carniva was aringing success with two parades this
year. Wdl done Ellesmere Carnivd Committed TheFestivd went wel with las of visitorsin thetown. These events are
an excdlent way of putting Ellesmere on the mgp and booging our economy. T he Ellesmere in Bloom Committee once
again achieved success by winning the Best Smal Country Town Award in the Heart of England in Bloom Competition.
The Chairman of the Ellesmere in Bloom Committes, Mrs. Diana Andrews, my husband John and mysdf travelled to
Kede University to atend the Presentation and to hear the announcement of the winners. We were simply stunned to
learn that Ellesmere had won this award for the second year running. Many congratul ations to the hard-working Ellesmere
in Bloom Committedd On Saturday 4™ November 2001 we planted T he Millennium Yew Tree in the Churchyard a St
May’ s Church.

Ellesmere Timber Company are once again giving a Chrigmas Tree to the T own. This will be erected as usud inthe
Square and the Rotary Club of Ellesmere will create a Tree of Lights, the proceeds of which will benefit severd charities.
Community Carol Singingis to be held onthe 15" of December a 11 .am. Thisyear it will be hdd onthePromenade. The
Lake ands School Band will bepresent and the Director of Music Mrs. Carol King. T he Hlesmere Primary School
Recorder Ensemble will adso be present and the Director of Music Miss Lynn Bartley. Everyoneis mog we come and |
am sure that the children will want to come to see Father Christmas arrive assisted by Ellesmere Round T able.

Now to next year. We are still tryingto get Trimpley Street improved and discussions on this are continuing. Everyone
hopes that the plans for the Old Dairy Site will come to fruition in 2002 TheTown Council T ourist Group islooking at
ways to improve visits to the town by coach companies. T he re-opening of the Boathouse & Mereside is something dse
much desired as well as improvements being made to the Cremorne Gardens to restore them to their former glory as the
Jewd in our Crown.

May |, on behalf of mysdf and Ellesmere Town Cauncil, take this opportunity towish you all a very happy peaceful
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Averil R MacDonald

Mayor of Ellesmere

ELLESMERE TOWN COUNCIL

The Conservation Foundation decided to launch Yews for the Millennium in October 1996 and parishes were invited to
register to receive ayew tree propagated from an and ent yew estimated to be at least 2000 years old and therefore growing

a thetime of the birth of Jesus. Hlesmere Town Council decided to register and in October 1999, the then Town Mayor,
Councillor Geoff Elner, travdled to Lichfidd Cathedrd to receive the yew tree. Unfortunatdy the tree we received was very
smdl and dthough carefully tended in Councillor Mrs. Averil MacDondd’ s greenhouse it did not survive theWinter. The
Conservation Foundation experienced this problem with same of the 10,000 cuttingsthey had taken and promised a
replacement yew to everyone with the problem. In the meantime avdunteer Tree Warden had been gppointed for Ellesmere,
Mr. Nicholas Lane. Nick managed to collect the new yew tree from The Conservation Foundation offices in London and this
was duly planted in St Mary’ s Churchyard on the 4" November 2001. It was wonderful to seeit planted a last!. David
Bdlamy was involved inthisproject and | atach a press rd ease which you may wish to use (see page 24)

Town Clerk Mrs. B Harrington

REELSON WHEELS AT ELLESMERE TOWN HALL

Wednesday Evening 9th January 2002 ‘ENIGMA’ starring Kate Winslet.
Tuesday evening 29th January 2002 ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone




Ellesmere Amateur Dramatic Society

ffecionaely known
as the AmDrams, the
Society goes from
srength to grength

with itsaim of etertaining the
public of Ellesmeae and Digtrict.

Last atumn’s lottery-aided tour
of the villages saw successful performances of a
couple of onead plays in the parish halls &
Cockshutt, Welshampton and Criftins, with a final
performance on home ground & Ellesmere Town
Hall.

Then came the annual pantomime, when Seeping
Beauty was peaformed for lage and enthusastic
audiences at Lakelands Shool. Our patomimeisthe
high spot of our year, when every member of the
Society is presed into service. Lad yea, the age
range was from 3to 80!

Updairs and Downgairs was the theme of our next
pair of one-ad plays, and these were followed in
September by Same Time Next Year, produced in the
round & the Town Hall, and an excerpt from which
was entered into the Shropshire Drama Fegtival in
Novemnber.

Not all of our acivities take place on dage.
Very often, we are invited to entatain &
Resdential Homes and the like. We have an
annual Rummage Sale, usually in November, and
we have entered floas in the Carnival procession.
It's amazing what you can do with a bit of
cardboard...

Which brings us back to the pantomime. Thisyear,
Jack will be climbing his Beangtalk again and
Daisy the Cow will be off to markeg once more
Look out for our podersand be sure to book early
to avoid disappointment.
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Jack and the Beangsalk

Eglantine Jebb Theatre (Lakel ands Schoal)
6th—9th February 2002, 7:30 pm.
Saturday matinee 2 pm.

addddaddaddaadaaa

2 Ticket prices: adults £3.50, concessions £2.50
g Booking Office: Maxwell’s Printing services.
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Youth Forum — ‘A little bit about us

WE ARE THE NORTH WEST YOUTH FORUM AND WE MEET UP ONCE A MONTH IN ONE OF OUR
MEMBERS VILLAGES WE MEET UP TO DISCUSSISSUES THAT AFFECT OUR AREASAND US MOST OF
US JOINED BECAUSE WE AGREE THAT THERE IS NOTHING FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO DO AND WE
BELIEVE THAT WE CAN HELP BY USING METHODS OF ADVERTISING AND PERSUASION. JOINING
THE YOUTH FORUM IS A GOOD CHANCE TO MEET PEOPLE WHO YOU MIGHT NOT HAVE MET IN
OTHER SITUATIONS. IT IS ALSO A GOOD CHANCE TO DISCUSS THINGS THAT WE THINK ARE
NECESSARY AND THAT AFFECT US MOST OF ALL ITISA CHANCE TO MAKE POSITIVE CHANGES IN

HEALTH WEEK 2001 Thisisthe5h year the Hedthy Lifestyle Competition has been running, 37 young people
took part thisyear. The winners were as follows: -

Ready Steady Cook

Sports Activity

Health Quiz

TieBreaker and Overall Winners —

Shane Jones and Kevin Fardoe - Porthywaen
Jamie Lippit and Adam Edwards -Weston Rhyn
Jodie Brooks T refonen, Kevin Fardoe - Porthywaen
Trefonen

Some of the activities were run locdly, then a residentid weekend was hdd & Polesgate Farmhouse, Portesbury.
Thisinduded the Ready Steady Cook Competition, a Yoga session and workshops around rdationships reaxation
and aromather gpy.




£e£ Money Matters £¢

A series of articles on personal finance by Richard Owen

Offshore is gaining in respectability and is
likely to become one of the mainstream
markets.

Since the late 1980s, investors have seen the raes of
interest on their savings accounts fdl steadily — the
forecast for the futureis no brighter.

Those who ae looking to interest on ther savings for
retirement income will no doubt, be disgppointed. Those
investors opting for growth as opposed to income will
have seen the growth on ther investments steadily
slowing. By thetime HM Inspector of T axes has insisted
on a share of the returns, the picture becomes even worse.
Some investors havein the past believed tha investing in
offshore deposit accounts is a route to tax effici ency
beyond the limits of ISAs and Naiond Savings
Catificates. The bdief is tha by investing outside the
UK in agross deposit account, they can defer tax on their
interest until it is brought back intothe UK.

For the vast mgority of investors who are both resident
and domiciled in the UK, this is, unfortunatdy, not the
case. UK resident and domidciled individuds are liable to
UK income tax and capitd gainstax on ther worldwide
income and gains. This means tha any interest which is
pad on any offshore savings accounts will be liable to
income tax whether it is brought back intothe UK or not.

So why do so many people invest offshore in the Isle of
Man?

Offshore investment bonds offer UK domiciled savers a
legitimate ability to invest offshore without ligbility to
persond tax until the investment comes to an end or
when withdrawds of over 5% of the origind investment
aetaken. Thismeans that while the monies are invested
the growth is nat restricted by annud taxation.

Types of investors who ae atracted to offshore
investment bonds are

T hose who wish to have more control over when tax
is assessed on ther savings

Investors who would prefer to be persondly assessed
on amounts withdrawn rather than on dl of the
interest or growth which has been added to their
investment.

T axpayers who wish to defer persond tax on ther
savings until atime whenthey may beinalower tax
brack et, such as retirement.

Investors who would like to simpify their taxation
affairs and make sd f assessment |ess onerous.

Offshore investment bonds offer investors avariety of
fund choice, ranging from bank and building society

deposits a one end of the risk spectrum, to overseas
equities a the other end.

It is, however recommended that adviceis sought to
determine whether it isthe right choice for you.

Richard W Owen MLIA(dip)
Mer e Park Associates

NORTH SHROPSHIRE GUILD OF
SPINNERS W EAVERSAND DY ERS

he Guild was formed to
maintain and develop the
crafts of weaving,
spinning and dying, and to
share the enjoyment of them. We
hold Guild meetings, craft
workshops and expeditions and
keep contadt with other Guilds and individuals.

The Guild meds on the second Tuesday of every
month in Ellesmere Town Hall. & 7:30 pm. We
reguarly have speskers on our own and relaed
subjects, interspersed with work evenings to which
we bring current projeds and share our interests and
problems.

Membership is open to all who share these interests.
Beginners are welcome and the Guild owns its own
teaching wheel which can be borrowed by members.
The Guild is always pleased to provide speakers
demondrationsor to vist schools and other groups.

Chairman JudithHadam 01691 652193
Secretary Sue Chrigian 01691 622715

Visitors, whether from another Guildor as
interested individual s ar ealways wel ome.
Weask visitorsafeeof £2.00for the evening,
which includes r & reshments. A maximum of
three (consecutive) vistsis alowed as a
visitor by then we hopeyou will have

deci ded whether you wish to become a
member. If you do, theannual subscription
is£10.00
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MIKEWILCOX
Kan-Doo

Tel Mobile - 07967 887458
Home - 01691 623646

Property Maintenance

All aspects of property mantenance
Specidising in
Tiling, Wdlpapering and Decorétion

Al ableto underte:
Replacement UPVC windows.
Carpentry—door hanging, shelving, lockfitting and fencing
Plumbing—new taps, new sinks and water leaks

Nothing too big or too small
Just make a list and give me acall

Elmer Jokes

“We have been reading Elmer the
Elephant by David McKeg’, Mrs ’Ddﬁﬂ‘)
Elane Phillips Blesmere Primary % ?

5 7.

School.
Why did the dephant go muti coloured? Because he
had multicoloured messles.

Abby and Amy

Why can’t you see an Elephant inacherry treg?
Because she pants her toenails red!
Emily and Abbey

Why can’'t an Elephant eat a penguin? Because they

can' t get the wrapper offl
Jamie and Callum

AR CDHD Caldfich
L= A =g

MNO Gddfish
(@]

0 SDR Goldfish
©  RDL Goldfish

A frog hopped into alocd bank and
requested aloan of £2,000 from the
bank assistant whose name was
/’j PariciaWax (note the name!) Miss
% Wax asked the frog i f he had any
security for the loan. The frog
produced asmdl pink plastic pig and
sad that if it was any help, he was the son of Mick
Jagger. MissWax was perplexed and asked her
Manager for darifi cation, paticularly over the pink
plastic pig. The Manager sad (wait for it):
“It's a nick nack, Patty Wax, givethefroga loan, his
old man’'s a Rolling Sone! “




Here are some problems for youto solve a your leisure! Solutionswill be in next issue of ‘ Mere News

The Magic of Number 6174

Niko came home from school and told his grandmother that he had learned an amazing trick in math dass. They both sat down
a the kitchen table and thisiswhat he said and wrote:

“Sdect 4 different numbers from 0 to 9.” 6745
“Rearrange the digitsto cregte the largest number possible.” 7654
“ Usethe same four digits but thistime arange them to cregte the 4567
smalest number possible.”
7654
“ Subtract the smdler number from the larger onée’ -4567
3087
Now teke the answer and arrange those numbers to make the largest 8730
number possible.”
“Rearrange to make the sma lest number possible.” 0378
8730
“ Subtract the smdler from the larger.” - 0378
8352
8532
“ Repest again” -2358
6174

Sometimes he could get the magic number, 6174, with only one subtraction. With others it took more. He kept trying different
combinations, recording how many subtractions it took to reach 6174, and hestarted to see some paterns.

1. What werethe paterns Niko found?

2. What do you notice aout the 4 digits when only one subtraction isneeded to reach 6174?

3. Wha number(s) require(s) the greatest number of subtractions to reach 6174?

T he Twelve Percents of Christmas

For this problem, we re going to do ahit of work with the gift Your task is to cdculate the percentages of the tota
items from the song “ The Twelve Days of Christmas.” 1f you gifts received on eech of the twelve days. To make

are unfamiliar with the song, I'veinduded alig of the gifts: this just a little easier, we will assume that only the

gifts listed here for eech day are received on tha day

Day 1 -A patridge in a pear tree (in other words, on thethird day there are only three

Day 2- Two turle doves French hens received, not three French hens, two tur-

Day 3- Three French hens tle doves, and a partridge in a pear tree, as sung in the
Day 4- Four cdling birds song).

Day 5- Five golden rings

Day 6- Six geese alaying

Day 7- Seven swans a swimming

Day 8- Eight maids amilking

Day 9- Nine ladies dancing

Day 10 -Ten lords alegping

Day 11 -Eleven pipers piping

Day 12 -Twdve drummers drumming

Math puzdes supplied by
Margaret Lagoyianni
(Basic Skillstutor)




Whose Horse ?

e e R e o

Black Bess
Slver
Copenhagen
Marengo
Rosnante
Trigger
Bucephalos
ThePaleHorse

Whose Dog?

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
@

Toby
Argos
Gelert
Flush

Sooby Doo
Nana

Whose Ship?

15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
18

The Golden Hind
Victory

The Black Pig
The Bounty.

Endeavour.
ThePinafore

For your relaxation on Boxing Day perhaps?

Brain Teasers

21.

If ahen and ahalf, laid an egg and a half in aday and a half, how many
eggs would six henslay in six days?

Whicdh two words in English, changetheir pronunciaion when their firg
letters are changed into cepitals?

Why islreland different from Scotland, England and France?

My favouriteteam has won seven timesthis season but has never scored
agoa. Why?

Wha geswetter asit dries?

Wha mahematical symbol canyou put between 2 and 3, to make a
number greaer than 2 but smaller than 3?

How many times can you subtract 3 from 39?
HOROBOD isaclue totheidentity of ahidorical figure. Who isit?

What hgppened in Ellesmereonthe 31t of June 2000?

Corred or incorred ?T he lad womanto behunginthe
UK was Ruth Ellis, who shot her love!

than once.

RHYTHM OPERA
TUBA GUITAR
SAXOPHONE CYMBALS
CELLO FLUTE
TROMBONE MELODY
HORN AUDIBLE
TRUMPET PICCOLO
TONE AUDIENCE
APPLAUSE  TUNE

PIANO

Musical Word Search

M ast of the words inthis box can be found
in the puzzle by reading across verticaly or
diagonally You may use some letters more

O BUFT EFT UL FR
SIA X b P HD NE LI
ME NP B MDD RIT L [T
TUNETLNIECREMHRBI
TS ECDDRTITRORU
EL SNDREUDIETI G
PITCH
CORNET PIA T ELNWPNLUEFENH
NOTE MB EI E E Db XN E C
el UM PP MTBLI T
ORGAN RIY MU D B D E L R I
ggg\ENGLES TCulh PI A NDOEP
HARMONY HA RMDNILY M| K C
DRUMS X RTDODRIGRERNUWNVNILEYB




Poetry Cor ner

BEST WISHES.

Christmas comes, aswel | you know. It brings the hail, the frost, the
Snow.

It dso bringsto young and old, the memory of atde * oft told

Of how a child with mum and dad, was born in Bethlehem this lad.
No spring interior bed had he, no mattress nor afine settee.

But sharing with the cattle there, a manger, blessed with hope and
prayer.

T he story must be known to dl, of how he grew, and heard the cal.
Of his Heavenly Father saying, “ Son, go out and presch to every-
one’

The job He did we dl now know, success He had with high and
low.

And in the end He gave Hislife, to try toend dl forms of strife

| f we remember through the year, to give aamile or word of
cheer.

A little heptothose in need, to comfort sick, too proud to plead.
I fwe can find the time to spare and answer someon€ s londy prayer
One hour in any week will do, it’ sleft entirdy up to you

I f you decide tha you will try, be you humbe, proud or shy.

You'll find that payment comesin kind and brings awe | contented

A little Nonsense

| shot an arrow at acow!
It fell to earth | know not how.
Perhaps thetip of it was blunt
Perhaps | shot it back to front!

First | had awooden whistle
And it wooden whistle
Then | had asted whistle
And stedl it wooden whistle
Then | had alead whistle
And they wooden lead me whistle
Now | have atin whistle

ANANNANAAAAANANANAAAAAAAANAAAAANAANAA



Between the War s

Thisisan extract from an artide by Mr Norman
Dawson previously published in Issue1d the
‘Ellesmer e Review’ and reproduced by kind permission
of Mrs Dawson. Thispiece will be followed by rdated
itemsin the next threeissuesof ‘Mere News'. Editor

T here are so many things to write about...l shdl write them
down just as they occur to me, and | intend to start quite
ealy in my life | have come to cdl these memories
‘ Between the Wars', but quite afew will have occurred just
before and during World War 1, so plesse forgive me for
not keeping strictly to thetimetable.

For instance, my first memory in this epistie refers to a
period just before the first World War when Ellesmere was
served by a Town Crier. His name was John Rogers, and he
was quite a character. He was of no fixed abode but
whenever anything was aout to hgppen in the town, such
as the arivd of a drcus (and there were plenty of those),
concerts, politicd meetings, etc., then John would appear
with his bdl and after opening with his ‘ Hear ye, Hear ye,
Hear y€, he would give paticulars of the event and then,
standing a atention, he would sdute and shout * God save
our gracious King and the Royd Family and dso your
noble town crier, John Rogers’. He would then march off to
his next port of cdl, with hisfamiliar forward |eaning walk.

Also about this time | became awvare of the evil character
who pad peiodicd visits to the Ellesmere area He was
known a ‘The Datmoor Shepherd” who specidised in
robbing the Church poor boxes. The word would go around
that the Datmoor Shepherd was in the district and dl the
children would be warned not to go out & night unless
accompanied by an adult. The Shepherd had a terible
reputation, and yet, come to think of it, I never remember
hearing of anyone being molested by him, or of anyone
seeing him, but apparently he was there dright. Of course,
there were alot of unusud characters about a tha time.

The Workhouse, which stood on the site of the present
house which faces the Haughton entrance to the Cremorne
Gadens, was going strong a this time and there were
adways plenty of tramps about cdling a houses in the town,
very often with their grubby tins contaning a few tea
leaves, on which they asked hot weter to be poured. The
tramps would leave vaious maks on or near houses
indicating to their pas whether or nat they were good ones
a which to cdl.

At 5 years of age | and, of course, many others had our first
taste of school — the Infants School (Tin School)in Scotland
Street. T he headmistress was Miss Matty, avery dainty and
precise person who taught the seniors. Miss — the name
escapes me, taught the middle dass. | recdl her as being
very strict, and her favourite punishment for taking out of
turn was to stand the offender in a corner with a piece of
brown paper fastened across his or her mouth with sticky
paste. Thelittle ones were taught by MissNunnerly. Wha a
lovely person shewas. Coud be strict, but very fair.

Of course traffic in those days was practicdly non-existent,

and the ided place to
play wes in the strest.
The qgutters made
admirable pleces for
playing mables, and we
tore aound the town
with our hoops (iron and
wooden ones).
Someimes, running
down streets like Victoria
Stregt and Market Strest,
the hoops would gan momentum and control of them
would be lost. Away the hoop would bound, and the owner
would stand in horror — eyes staring and hands clasped
together praying (or whatever one did a that age) tha the
hoop would land up against awal and nat awindow. Other
games played in the street were footbal, cricket, (stumps
chdked on a wdl), skipping, hopscotch, rounders, ‘tick’,
hide and seek etc., were dl played in the street , and the
only time we had a bresther was when a herd of cattle,
sheep or pigs went by, or acart carrying turnips or swedes,
in which case no-one bothered if one picked a turnip or
swede from the cart, leest of dl the driver, dthough | must
say there was the odd one who would twirl his whip round
the back end of the cart and the back end of the thieving
ni pper.

= LN

The other schools — the Wharf School, where Mr William
Edward Griffiths (WEG) reigned supreme, and the Girls
School, known as The Top School, & thetop of St John's
Hill at itsjunction with Love Lane, where Miss Drover was
the headmistress. WEG, as he was so widdy known, was
held in awe by dl who atended the school. He was akeen
disciplinaian and yet very far; he was stern and yet kind
He commanded respect, but used the cane only as alast
resort.

Everyone haed the latter part of the order because it wes
firmly beieved tha beng in pickle made it smat more
WEG was a fine teaecher, and dthough everyone, even the
toughest characters, would admit to being alittle bit scared
of him, it would be safe to say that dl who passed through
his hands would say in laer life that they hdd him in the
highest esteem and were grateful for his character building
influence. Quite a large garden was atached to the Wharf
School, and this was cultivated by the scholars, each dass
doing its stint. T he produce was sold to peoplein the town;
certain boys being given the opportunity of going around
sdling the vegetables,etc., to the householders in the streets
dlocated to them. A commission was paid based on the
amount of the sdes. The net income was used for the
benefit of the school. When the fruit in the garden was ripe
the boys went out and collected it, and on their return to the
school WEG would be standing sentind and he would
smel the bregth of each boy, and woe betide any boy who
had tasted the forbidden fruit.

Mr Norman Dawson
(to be continued in future issues)



Ellesmer e Infolink

We€ ve had avery successful second year a the Infolink.
Many more locd people have found their way down W harf
Road to use the fadilities we have to offer and are finding us
useful for dl sorts of information. It was dways intended to
stay open dl year round and not just during the tourist
season, so we are very plessed tha funding is now avalable
for us to reman open another year.

W€ ve had many interesting enquiries to tax our brains this
year. One of the most intriguing was finding out
information on the * Puddng Club . Thisisin a hotd in the
Cotswolds where the bedrooms are named after Puddings.
The Club was formed ‘to prevent the demise of the
traditiond grest British Puddng’, and serves such ddights
as Jan Roly Pdy, Sticky T offee Pudding and Spotted Dick.
Membership of the Club indudes a family-sized pudding
ddivered to your door, but you can join megtings as a hon-
member where you can choose from the Pudding Buffet!

Another interesting question we were asked was where did
Generd de Gaulle stay in Ellesmere during the War with his
wife and daughter? Apparently they rented Gadl as Hdl in
the summer of 1940 and the daughter Elizabeth went to a
Convent & Acton Burnd |l (see Twentieth Century Ellesmere
No. 2). A lady who as a child had been an evacuee during
the war, had been to the Caholic services a We shampton

Village Hdl and when Generd de Gaulle came in she
thought he was Hitler because of his moustache

As wel asthe usud enquiries aout jobs, transport, places
to visit, accommodaion, dubs & societies, bus tokens,
college courses, what’ s on, and of course bin bags, we have
recently taken over the booking of the Market Hal from
Barbara Badwin-Davies. (Thank you to Barbara for doing
sterling work over the years.) We dso now have RADAR
keys for the Disabled T oilets in Ellesmere.

As anyone who has recently been to Oswestry Job Centre
knows, they have become computerized. Because of this
we thought we would be losing the Job Cads a the
Infolink. We have now been told that they will still produce
the cards for the foreseedble future while they have the
printer to do it. Thisis ardief for dl the many people who
use the Infolink to look for jobs and especidly for those
who are not computer literete or who find it difficult getting
to Oswestry Job Centre.

Don't forget if you want to know about atractions tha are
still open during the Winter come down to the Infolink,
we d be glad to hdp. Wére open on Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Friday from |0 am - 4 pm (CLOSED
THURSDAY) and Saurday from 10 am - 1 pm.
Ploughman’s Corner, Wharf Road, Ellesmere

01691 624488




The Ellesmer e Town Scout Group

The Ellesmere Town Sout Group oontinues to
flourish under the leadership of the Group Scout
Leader, Mr Graham Hinton.

The Beaver Souts, from 6-8 yeas old have had an
active and vaied programme ove the lagz few
months. They won the Didrid¢ Beave Sout Road
Safety Compeition, watched a video on water safety,
vidted § Mary's Church and for Halloween made
(and ae) chooolae goples. They havehad art and craft

activities in preparaion for the Crafty Beaver
Competition in December and will soon be making
decoraions ready for their Chrigmas party.

The Cub Souts have also been busy; they won the
Digrid Cub Scout SMimming Gala, heard a talk on
Personal Safety by the Community Police Officer and
vidted the Fire Saion. In June they had a weekend
camp in the grounds of the Scout HQ during which
they spent an enjoyable 2 hours sampling the many
attrattions of the Multi-Soorts facilities a the
Lakelands Sports Centre A vist to Cadbury World is
planned for thenear fuure.

The highlight of the year for the Scout Troop was, of
course, the annual SUmmer Camp on a fam on
Anglesey near Beaumaris Cadle. Everyone enjoyed
vidts to the Castle, Llanfair PG. and other places of
intered and exploring the beach and cliffs. During
weekly meetings a presmt the Scouts are all working
on their Fire Safety Badge under ingrudion from a
local fire-fighter.

The whole group joinedtogehe inthe summer for the
Rounders Match organised by the Beaver Scout
Section (Parents and Leaders vs The Boys), followed
by a barbecue. For the Elleanere Fegtival there was a
Tabletop Sle & Scout HQ, which was used again on
the Saturday evening asthevenuefortheHog Road .
In November the whole Group, with their families,
enjoyed a splendid bonfire and firework display in the
grounds of Sout HQ, ending with the “ banger and

beans’ supper.

Anacther popular event for the whole Group and their
families, together with the Guides, Brownie Guides,
and Ranger Guides, is the Annual Sout and Guide
Carol Srvice, to be held & the Mehodist Church on
Monday 17t December.

Of course none of this would be posshle withou the
dedication and had work of uniformed Leaders
parets and helpers, and the members of the Group
Executive Committee, who support and fund-raise
throughou the year.

If you think you would like to help and join inthefun
and friendship of Scouting, why not contadt the Group
Sout Leader on 01691 623020 or the Group

Secretary on 01691 623724.
4 4 & z
\iHb
= B
1" #5968 $&E& &&



Ellesmer e Festival

his year the festivd was acdamed by many as a
great success; it’s impossible to mention dl the
events, but here are just afew as asample

The ‘Spot the Odd Item’ shop window competition
organised by the Chamber of Commerce was popular
judging by the number of people waking round the town
examining windows and atracting over 30 entries.

The Craft Fair was open for three days, together with the
Art Exhibition, which crested a great ded of interest. As
usud there was an overwhdming response to the Boat
Radly, with many decorated boats dl dong the cand. The
Shropshire Union Cand Society dso aranged a Hog
Roast which was a complete sdl-out despite beng hastily
removed to the Scout H.Q. because of the weaher. The
cand-side Firework Display went ahead as planned; and
was acd amed as a grest success.

The British Waterways Yad was open with aferry boa
sarvice from the Wharf, and another new attraction this year
was a gatheing of the Dormobile Owners Club in the
Estae Yard. Music Lovers had plenty of variety, with the
Lakdands School Band in the Square on Friday, barrd
organ in the streats, and organ music a the Methodist
Church. Both churches were open on Saurday, with
displays and exhibitionstointerest dl ages.

Locd charities and others had a chance to raise funds and
the Whitchurch Town Band played for the well attended
Wharf-side Sarvice, and dso entertained afterwards. The
Festivd ended with a hearty * Songs of Praise

Mr L Mitchell
(Festival Committee)

Twentieth Century
Ellesmere

The Ellesmere Society hasjust published the fourth edition
in ther series of memories from the last century. Seen as an
ided Millennium project, a smdl group of dedicaed
members started interviewing and collecting stories from
locd residents. Whist Ellesmere remans a rurd market
town throughout the 1900’ s it was a century that introduced
more change in peopl€ s lives than any previously . Hence
the reason to obtain as many memories as possible. They
sarve as an informa history of that period.

The first booklet was an instant success, necessitating a
reprint. Booklet Two, published in December 2000, and
Booklet Three, published in April 2001, were just as
popular . Every reader has memories and the society will

be ddighted to have your reminiscences, on any subject,
toincdudein future booklets.

The memories may be sent to the Editor, Peter Shephard,
a 33 Diksmuide Drive, Ellesmere. Better till, take them
to the society’s megtings, hdd in the Comrades Club on
the third Tuesday of each month & 7:30 p.m. They ae
informd evenings with excdlent speakers on varying
subjects. New members and/or visitors dways we come.

In addition to the Memory Booklets, the Society aso
publishes * T he Ellesmere Historicd TownWak’ bookl et
and ‘T he Ellesmere Railway Accident, 1887’ booki&t.

The Ellesmere Society

The PTA this year has quite a
few things planned for the
festive season.

First is the Christmas Fayre on
the Saturday, 8th December
from 1.30 onwards when Santa
will hopefully be popping in to
see the children of Ellesmere
(that is only if they have been
good little grls and boys,of
course) and numerous stals and
games. There will dso be a bar
and refreshments too.

On Saurday 15th December there will be a PANTO
from 5.30 the content is a dosdy guarded secret—only
the actors know wha will be going on! It is supposed to
be the best yet and this is why it is planned for the
Saurday. Book ealy for fear of disgppointment. You
have been warned, Ellesmere.

Lastly, December comes to alovey end withthe PT A
funds beng put to good use by providing a Children®
Christmas Disco for dl pupilson W ednesday, December
19th.

Plans for 2002 indude

BINGO NIGHT
VALENTINES DISCO

SUMMER FETE OFFETES
with a
BIGGER, BETTER,

IT&EA KNOCKOUT WORLDCUPSPECTACULAR!

Richard Owen (PTA)



Then and Now

he Ellesmere Society, having successiully

published four booklets of Memoirs of Twentieth

Century Ellesmere, have pgeasure in presenting

ther fith volume in December of this year.
However, it is fdt that there are still plenty of thoughts and
recollections in peopl€ sminds

Does anyone know or recollect the locetion of the Ellesmere
Show? Organized and promoted by Oswestry Agriculturd
Society, the show (in the first quater of the twentieth
century) was held a Oswestry for two years and then at
Ellesmere for one It is probably sdfe to assume that the
event was hdd on a fam near to Ellesmere ... but wes it?
And, ifit was, which one? A daethat is proving dusiveto
determine is when did a oneway traffic system first come
into operation in Ellesmere It seems likdy tha it was
during the period 1939-1941 but whether the move was
influenced by incressing dvilian traffic or by grester
numbers of military vehides is not known. To refresh
memories of about sixty years ago, the stregts

made oneway were Tdbot Stregt, Watergate

Stredt, High Street, Cross Stret and Market

Street, so if anyone can produce a precise and

accurde dae of the change the Ellesmere

Society will beplessed to hear from them.

Among other features of wartime Ellesmere
were the nearby U.S. Army hospitas which
meant plenty of uniformed Americans on the
stregts of the town (mainly for the purpose of
patronizing the Town Hdl cnema) but does
anyone have a photogrgph of such scenes?
None has cometo light as yet but if one did, it
would be of gregt interest.

Further aeass of research may indude
organizations and associaions which were active in
Ellesmere during the first ha f of the twentieth century but
are now no longer in being. Does anyone have memories or
recollections of any of the following:— Ellesmere Whed ers,
The Free Church Council, Girls Friendly Society, Young
Men' s Church Club, (Tabot Sret) Young Peopl€ s Guild,
The League of Nations Union, Dary Students, Ellesmere
and Districc Cow Club, and Ellesmere Naturd History
Club? Who were the mysterious “ Druids” whose man
activity seems to have been ther annud bdl? And what
exactly was “The Traned Nurses Fund”, the recipient of
much charitably raised cash? Certan pubicaions of long
ago would aso be of interest. What of “ Ellesmere and its
Surroundings” by H.E. Mapleston of the Oswestry Fidd
Club and probably written around 1920. Also“ The Legend
of Ellesmere’ by the Rev. Oswdd Feilden, onetime Vicar
of Wesh Frankton. Any recollections of the aove by long-
time Ellesmere resi dents would be much appreciated.

And now from past to the future and a few observations on
the proposed redevd opment of the derdict indudrid site at
the end of Wharf Road.

For upwards of two centuries, there have been industrid
and commercid activities in the region of (and because of)

the cand wharf. From the gasworks built in the early 1830s
to theiron and brass foundry of similar vintage which in the
year 1863 was described as “ giving employment to a large
number of hands’, through to the United Dairies cheese
factory of 1919, the wharf area has dways provided plenty
of employment opportunities for the people of Ellesmere.

The dosure of the factory in 1987 with the loss of nearly
400 jobs was amgor blow to the economy of the town. The
passing of time has dleviaed the Stuation somewha but
the present condition of the old factory gives incressing
cause for concern. Redevedopment of the site is therefore
desperady needed. A survey done a few years ago
indicated that a food supermarket of d ass, qudity and keen
prices was wha was mog wanted by the populaion of
Ellesmere. There may wel be some detrimentd effect on
traders currently in business inthe town centre, but this may
be a price worth paying as townspeople will then be ebleto
buy their groceries & the bottom end of
Wharf Road rather than make a car journey of
six to sixteen miles to a more comprehensive
food outlet.

In passing, it may be naed tha for many
years Ellesmere supported three chemists
shops (though only two of them dispensed) as
aganst one now suppying a much gresater
number of customers than would have been
the case in the 1930s. There would therefore
seem to be some advantage to shoppers if a
second toiletries and dispensing outlet were
avalable  As regards potentid diffi culties
with traffic, it is inevitable tha volumes will
incresse in line with dl other pats of the
country; however, it would seem likdy tha
traffic figures produced by the potentid
deveopers of the site ae wildly exaggerated. As the
possible/eventud redevelopment of the area will take place
over severd (if not many) years, incresses in traffic may
well come about quite slowly. It may aso be pointed out
that in the days when both the dairy and the ralway station
were in operaion, much traffic travdled between them
without any serious congestion. However, car parking in the
town centre is becoming more and more difficult and the
large car park envisaged as part of the Wharf redeve opment
will be of immessurable benefit. Should substentid
numbers of houses be permitted in the Whaf scheme (as
wel| as current constructions), public services such as hedth
and education may have to be enlarged. This of course is a
matter for the gppropriae authorities.

Whaever form the eventud redeved opment of the old Dairy
Crest factory a the Wharf takes, it is essentid that the
dected representatives of Ellesmere and its surrounding
aea & Town Rurd Paish, District and County levd do
their utmost to encourage a devdopment tha will be of the
greatest possible benefit to the people of Ellesmere for
many years to come.

Sanley Horton



Bits and Pieces

*A A +

Timeflies like and arow. Fruit flieslike a banana.
S what are time flies, and why do they like an
arrow?

Groucho Marx

Immediaely ater Orville Wright’s hidoric second
flight, hisluggage could not be locaed anywhere.

Pembroke the renegade third Wright brother
immediately sa to work on an anti aircrat gun.

If toast always lands butter sde down, and cas
awaysland on their fea, wha hgopensif you strap

toast to the back of aca and drop it?

How do spies know when they have run ou of
invisbleink?

If you had a Kryptonite cross, would it keep both
Superman and Dracula away ?

Steve Wright

The Antiques Road-show has now becomethe* For
God’s sake stap telling me how rare and delightful
this heirloom is. | jugt want to hear how much it's
worth and even though I'll tell you that I'll never
<l it because of its sentimental value and as soon
asthe show finishes, I’ Il shoot off down to Sotheby®
and flog it and blow the lot on a fortight in the
Bahamas."

Victor Lewis-Smith

Count Dracula was walking down the street. As he
turned acorner, tentons of sausages and two tonsof
sausage rolls, smal sandwiches, vol-auvents,
cheese and pinegpple chunks on stidks and crisps
fell on hishead. “Oh no” said Dracula. “ Its Buffet

the Vampire Sayer.”
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LESLIE YOUNGER
SEPTIC TANK
EMPTYING

PROMPT & EFFICIENT SERVICE
LICENCED WASTE
CARRIER
20 Mile Radius Served

Competitive Prices

Chirk (01691) 772381

Broad Oak Farm S Martins
Nr Oswestry SY11 3DR

Slow shoe shuffle

A commercia traveller
found himself & a loose
end in a Northern town.
He realised he had been in
this town before two or
three years previoudy and
had left a pair of shoes
with the local cobbler for
repair. He checked his
wallet and found the ticke and went to find the shop.
He presented his ticke to the cobbler who went into
the back of the shop. After a while the cobbler came
back with the shoes, covered in dust. Herethey ae*
he said . “ I'll havethem ready on T uesday.”




L ettersto the Editor

Editor’'snote Viewsexpressed in thispage are na necessarily those of the Editorial staff of the Mere News. Please
continueto write in with your comments, which will be published, space permitting

Christmas Wishes

T he Chrigmases of yestery er have gone for good, | fear.

No letters sent to Santa Claus, the mohile phone is here.

Brass bands no longer roam the streets even mistletoe israre,
But Carol Singing, Christmas trees and greatings are still there.
We send wishes of the best for hedth, good luck, success,
And may you find the New oncoming year is filled with

Happiness.
With every good wish from

Nancy and Bill Gordon

Blakemere
Veteinary Centre
12 Tdbot Street
Ellesmere
Shropshire

SY12 OHQ

Tel: (01691) 622201
Fax; (01691)622118

SMALL ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS
by gopointment

WEEKDAYS
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm — 6.00pm

SATURDAYS
10.00am —10.30am

FARM & HORSEVISTS
AVAILABLE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

To the Editor and Saff of Mere News

Asahouse-bound O.A.P1 would like tothank the
Mere News for giving me the opportunity of
keeping up to date with the developmets in
Ellesmere. There have been oountless rumours
about the wharf dte ever since the cheese factory
ceased making, packing and storing cheese in its
premises on the wharf, and it isonly since reading
Major Chambers leter on the development plans
that | now have an idea about the pro’s and con’s

of the stuation.

Articles about the herons, and the myths and
legends about the Mere, the horticultural notes on
autumn planting and a long away from ‘home’ the
proposed job of a V.SO woman in Malawi and

much else, makeinteresting and enjoyable reading.

Yours sincerely
M Lloyd.

‘TheHill" ,
S John'sHill, Ellesmere

Reporting Vandalism

Many thanks to the person who reported two
youths who were seen causing damage to a bench
aa The Wharf. Having apologized for the
unintentional damage caused as well as repairing
the bench, police action was teken. The two were
interviewed under caution as a result of which no
charges were pressed. Later, they were
fingerprinted and DNA samples were taken. T hey
now have an ‘unofficial” police record. It is a pity
such adion is not teken following the numerous
incidents of caiminal damage caused by various
‘rowdy’ youhs throughout our town. But then,
no-one choosesto complain abou them, dothey?

(Name supplied but withheld by request)



MORE CLOCKMAKERS OF ELLESMERE

t the end of the seventeeth cetury

members of leaned socidies were

debating the means to a solution to the

problem of finding longitude a& sea. The
sory of how the problem was eventually solved by
John Harrioon, a carpenter from Yorkdire, has
recently been dramatised in the film ‘Longitude’. In
sark contrad to Harrison's epoch making
achievament, countless cranks and opportunigs
published pamphlegs to promulgate their own
harebrained schemes for finding longitude at sea. One
of the most colourful of these was the wounded dog
theory pu forward in France in 1687 by the dashing
English Catholic diploma 9r Kenelm Digby.
Accordingto thistheory apowder, discovered by him,
could purportedly heal a& a disance. All one hadto do
to unleash its magic was to apply it to an aticle from
the ailing pason. A hit of bandage from awound, for
example, when sprinkled with powder of sympathy,
would heal tha wound. Unfortunaely, the cure was
not panless and the paiets of Sr Kenelm were
rumoured to have jumped in pain when their dressings
were dipped into the powder. He noted tha this also
happened when the powder was sprinkled onto knives
that had cut them. This idea was then goplied to the
longitude problem. Theidea was to send a wounded
dog aboard a ship on avoyage while ahore the dog's
bandage woul d be dipped intothe powder of sympathy
every day a noon. It was believed tha the dog would
yelp in readion and thereby provide the captain with
an accurae measurement of timefor his calculation of
his ship’ spostion & sea

9r Kenelm Digby had escaped to France following
the execution of his faher, Sr Eveard Digby for his
complicity in the fanous Gunpowder Plot of 1605. He
married Venetia Sanley, grand daughter of the Earl of
Derby, part of whose vas edde, tha included
Ellesmere and the surrounding villages, had been
bought by Queen Elizabah's Lord Chancellor,
Thomas Egerton, in 1600. A collateral branch of the
Sanley family was living in Talbot Sred, Ellesmere
until the 20t century. Sr Kenelm's grea grand
daughter, Lewcy Conway, married William Joyce of
The Lodge, Cockshutt, in Wrexham Parish Church on
27t February 1714 and it wasthere on the 14t March
the following year tha their on, John was baptised.
Sadly it appearstha both mother and child died soon
after for we find tha in 1718 anothe sn, John was
baptised and thistime the wife's name was given as
‘Mary’.  William Joyce had been baptised in
Ellesmere Church on 9" February 1691 and, when he

was old enough, was apprenticed to another member
of the family, bhn William Joyce, a clockmeker in
Wrexham.
Evidently the Joyce family had lived in this locality
for centuries for we find at lead three entries for the
name on the Heath Tax Roll of 1672, one of these
was George Joyce who wasthen living & Kenwick. It
may well have been his son, anothe George Joyce
who, (dter his goprenticehip to Nahaniel Pyne, a
clockmaker in London in 1684) founded, wha was to
become, the olded independent clock making firm in
the world.  Over the next three centuries the Joyce
dynasty produced some 25 eminent clock and
watchmakers, becoming one of the most highly
respeded names inthehistory of horology.
It seems tha William Joyce succeeded John William
Joyce in his Wrexham busness, for the
churchwarden’s accounts of Wrexham Parish Church
show tha he caried out work on the clock in 1718.
For this he was paid the, not inconsiderable, sum of
£2.8s.0d. In 1722
William was named
as the executor of
his uncle, Arthur
Joyce, an innkeeper
of Cockshut. This
was probably the
reason for hisreturn

to his native
Cockshutt  where
we find him living
when his son,
Arthur, was
baptised at
Ellesmere Parish

Church in 1723.

In the following
year tragedy druck
again when second
his wife, Mary, and
then, a few weeks later, his son, Arthur, died. At just
23 yeas of age he had become a widower for the
second time and had log & least two children. He
then married again for the third time to Ann Jnes of
Ellesmere.

Pidurecourtesy of Mr SHorton

(to be continued)

Christopher Jobson



My Winter Favourites

by Gill Eleftheriou

f, like me, you ae a keen gardener and enjoy
being out at all times of theyear, we need plants
in our gardensto tempt usto venture outside in
al seasons.

Many spring plantswill put on a precocious early dis-
play during a mild winter spell. Plants which will re-
liably give us pleasure during the darkes months of
January and February are much fewer. So which will
greet usyea dter year?

We al have our favourites, ssme common, others
more unusual. My dhoice has been honed ove the
years, to refledt my experiences in both mild and sav-
age winters.

Top of my lig must be snowdrops, the firg true flow-
ers of the New Year. The green tips of the common
snowdrop, Galanthus nivalis, and its double form be-
gin to show by January, with snow white flowers soon
unfurling as the month progresses.

There ae, however, a number of swowdrop species
and some are even earlie to flower. My eager search
on New Years Day is usually rewarded with the fird
white buds of G. elwesii. Collectionsof snowdrops, so
fashionable in Victorian Times are back in vogue

again today.

The acid yellow of Aconitesisanothe “ must have’ in
my garden. Unlike snowdrops, they need sun to open
their flowers but, once happy, will self-seed and clump
up well.

Little gems deserving a quiet spot to themselves be-
neah a shady tree or shrub are hady Cyclamen. C.
hederifoliun flowers in autumn, followed by C. coum
at theturn of the year. Even when naot in bloom, their
marbled and slvered leaves are a joy throughou our
winter months.

Hellebors are more sombre in tone but make an inte-
esting contrad to other winter flowers. Some, includ-
ing our naive H. foetidus and the more unusual H. x
stemii, begin to open in Jenuary, then continue well
into May. Could more be aked if them?

Winter flowering shrubs may not be odentaious but
make up for their shortcomings with scet. Nea Sar-

cococcas, Hamamelis and Lonicera x purpusi fill the
air with their sweet pafumeon any gill winters day.

Lovely but unscented, | would also not be withou the
clear yellow spurs of common winter Jasmine, nor the
slvery cakins of Garrya eliptica. The later needs a
sheltered comer from the cold east wind to prevent
burn damage.

Flowers can be fleging & any season but evergreen
plants furnish the garden through a whole twelve
months. T hose with yellow variegaed foliage are pa-
ticularly valuable to refledt any rays of sunshinein the
depths of winter. My choice includes variegated hol-
lies and Euonymous.

Also of value are evergreens which lend themselvesto
clipping, again giving form to a winte's scene. Try

Lonicera nitida ‘ Baggesen’s Gold' as afaster growing
alternaiveto box.

A HAPPY GARDENING NEW
YEAR!
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A Nostalgia Trip

Some years ago we were travelling through the Cotswolds and
we stopped a a Fam Museum, for the coffee shop, | must
admit. However, we had a look around and found a grest ded
to interest us On one wdl of a ban, we found a display of
scythes, rakes, hoes and shoves, dl hand tods connected with
faming. There was a smdl group admiring the display, the
shovds in paticular and the polish on the handles when an
ederly gentleman was heard to say, “ Be damned to dl thetools
with handles, tods with handles nead hands to work them”.

This se¢ me thinking, the pdish had been produced by the
friction of men’ s hands on the wood plus a generous hd ping of
spit and sweat no doubt. So for the ones who long for the so-
cdled simple life and wish to wdlow in nostagia here is an
example of the working practices of a bygone so-cdled,
Golden age.

Plesse study the picture (top right). Here you will see a

Summer scene daing back to the 1920s-30's
dthough things hadn't changed much when |
started work in 1946 a ourlocd colliery.

This was a common scene during the Summer.
Collieries produced cod 12 months of the year
and because sdes dropped off during the
warmer months, excess production had to be
stocked to rel ease the railway wagons.

The cod was shovdled into the barrow ba anced
on the planks across the wagons and then
whed ed to the stockpile, tipped and levelled and

NORTH SHROPSHIRE

DISTRICT COUNCIL

ELLESMERE MARKET

The Market Hall will be closed

time generation repeated until the wagon was On TUESDAY 25th DECEMBER 2001

emptied (10 tons in the foreground wagon and
12 tons in theright hand wagon). | suppose that
these men would be expected to empty 2 wagons
eech day. The black faces of the men show how
much dust they raised and the sweet produced.

If you think this was shear drudgery, imagine
emptying a cand bage Most barges would
carry 20 tors which would have to be shoveled
into the wharf side and then shoveled up into
cats for ddivery to customers. Double handling,
back bresking drudgery and think of agriculture
before the combine harvester.

Food for thought? Nostadgia you can keep it.

Terry Cartlidge

Christmas Day and

TUESDAY 1st January 20002

For News Years Day

Normal weekly trading will commence on

TUESDAY 8th JANUARY 2002

May we takethis opportunity to thank

you for your support during

thisyear and wish you a
Merry Chrigmas
and a prosperous

New Y ear




The Shropshire Disability Consortium isan organisation run by disabled people for disabled people Itsrange
of complady confidential services are:-

Pear Counsdling & Advocacy Service (PCAS) - see bdow for details
Shropshire Independent Living Service (SIL S)
Visual Imparment & Communications Service (VICS)

Sensory I mpairment Devd opment Project (SID)

Visual Interpretation Servicein Shropshire (VISS)

Disability Artsin Shropshire (DASh)

For more information cdl us a 01743 440972, Minicom: 01743 444569 or email sdc@shropshiredisability.org
Our web siteisa  www.sdc.shropshiredisability.org
You can dso visit us in person a T he Disability Resource Centre, Lancaster Road, Harlscott, Shrewsbury SY1 3NJ

PCAS

(A part of SDC)
Peer Counselling &

Advocacy Service

Everyone with a disability
has a right to an
independent life. The
purpose of PCAS is to
maintain their personal
independence by means of
using Peer Counselling
and advocates who
support people and provide
information so that they
can make informed
choices.

Our phone number is ;-

01743 440973




(See page 4—Ellesmere Town Coundl )
DAVID BELLAMY'SCHRISTMASTREES

Taxus baccata, the churchyard Yew has many links with Christmas, perhgps the most obvious being that it dands beside so
many of our parish churches. Among the other common names for this treeis pdm and pam tree, for its fronds have been used
in reigious festiva's up until recent times.

Many of these churchyard Y ews are venerabl e specimens and resear ch over the past 15 years has shown that a number of them
predate not only the church but Christianity itsdf. Yes some of these trees were dive in our green and plessant land while Christ
lived out His life upon this earth. This longevity and the fact that they could be cut again and again re-sprouting strong new
shoots were the stuff of parables signifying resurrection and rebirth. Little wonder then that they were linked to many stories
both true and untrue. Whether the cross on which Jesus died was made of Y ew is still amater of conjecture, however in olden
times the traditiona Yule logwas yew, atimber slow to burn and soin great demand for legend has it that as long as thelog still
burned the servants could drink the master's best de or cider or whatever was on offer. Many of the most ancient wooden
atifacts found in the pest-bogs of Europe are made of yew. These range from implements beonging to the recently found ice
man to wonderful drinking cups and objects of votive significance. Of Saint Columba who founded a settlement on lona (the
Yew Isle) from which he sa forth to evangdize the mainland, it iswritten, “ though he feared desth and hell the sound of the axe
in the grove of Dery frightened him still more.”

The Derry to which he refared is in Irdand where be had built an oratory of wood, facing not esst but north toward Caer

Arianshod and its Yew trees.

Yews, there is no getting avay from the
fact that yews are very much tied up with
Christianity, the Life of Christ and so with
Christmas. So a we goproach the
cdebration of 2000 years since His Birth,
the Consevaion Foundation has taken
cuttings from yew trees that we bdieve to
be a least 2000 years old and they are on
offer to dl paishes who would like to
cdebrate the Bi-millennium of ther fath
by planting one inther churchyard or some
other appropriat e place.

Already 5000 parishes have reserved their
tree. Each paish can have one freg, but a
‘limited edition tree will be for sde to
those who would like to cdebrae the
Millennium in private gardens, fams or
private woodlands. The income raised will
enable the Conservation Foundaion to
continue protecting and recording the
country’ s ancient Yews and will dso set up
afund to hep churches unable to afford the
proper care these andient trees desarve, so
safeguarding ther unique placein history -
aliving link across 2000 years.

weR

I fyou would liketo know more about Yews for
the Millennium contact:

A.D.T Car pets AD.T Carpets Libby Symon, The Conservaion Foundation, 1
2c¢ Wharf Road 4 Morris Shopping Park Kensington Gore, London SW7 2AR Tel. 0207
Ellesmere Wem 5913111, Fax0207 5913110

Email: conservef@gn.gc.org
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RICHARD W OWEN wLia ip)

Principa
Telephone 01691 624866
M obile 07867 508785
E-mail rwowen@ntlworld.com

A MEMBER OF BERKELEY WODEHOUSE ASSOCIATESLIMITEDWHICHISREGULATEDBY THE
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