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Editoria

Wecometo ‘M ere News' No 20, Soring 2002.

By the timeyou read this, Eager will have been and gone and you will be heartily sick of chocolate
(perhaps).

As | write, the sun is shiningand athough we have had night frosts, we have had a couple of weeks of
dry settled weather and judgng by the buzz of the lawvn mowers in the air, everyone, or amost
everyone, has had a chance to make their excursions into the garden. Even our own garden, which has
been waterlogged all winter, is a last dry enough to mow the lawns.

The daffodils have been magnificent again as have the dmonds and cherries, gving us an uplifting
splash of colour. Spring, | think, is my favourite season, athough | find mysdf looking forward to a
bit of warmth this Summer.

So, what's been happening in Ellesmere? Once again, not alot it seems. As far as ‘M ere News' is
concerned, we have published our first ‘Bunper Quiz’, with afirg prize of £20. It is available from
any member of the production team and at Ellesmere Infolink. Our production costs arerising, so we
are looking a way's of financing further issues and the quiz is our firg atenpt & supplementing our
present funding.

Plessetry the Quiz, it cogs £1 and it will give you hours of pleasure, trus me, | compiled it!

K
Terry Cartlidge
Cditr o Next Issue

Due Out End August 2002

Artides and Advertsin by end o July
please

Items submitted on Floppy disk or by email
(mere_news@hotmail.com) are much
appred ated by the producti on team

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Sze A4 A5 Ab A/ A8
per issue £25 £15 £10 £7 £4
Featurepostion* |[£30 £20 £15 £10 £6
Please sendyour adverts Inside front or back
requirementsto Margaret cover
Lagoyianni or any member of
the productionteam - address For 3issues £60 £35 £25 £15 £10
details on front cover. Featureposition* |£75 £50 £35 £20 £15

Statutory disdaimer
All adverts and artides are published in good faith. We (the production team) cannot check all the details in the artides for
accuracy or otherwise andany views expressed arenot necessarily our views. Neither can webeheld responsiblefor theactions of
any advertiser,nowor inthefuture.

Publication daes.
Publication daes printed in‘ Mere News are goproximate only. We do try to keep to our daes but, because of the way Mere News is
produced and because we depend on outd de agencies for printing and typing, del ays may occur.



THE TUESDAY MARKET IN
ELLESMERE Early Days

In July of the year 1221, King Henry |1, whilst onavisitto
Shrewsbury, gave pemission to Llywdlyn Lord of the
Manor of Ellesmere to hold aweekly market in the town on
Tuesdays. To this end Llywdlyn was given a chater of
which, unfortunady, no copy survives. However, one of
the conditions of this charter was that it remained in force
“until the King came of age’. Henry |1l had been born in
1207. There is reason to beieve that a further grant of
permission to hold a market was made by King Edward IV
who reigned from 1460 to 1483

It seems likdy that the market was suspended for some
years in the mid-sixteenth century. The King s Librarian
John Ldand (1506-1552) who was dso the King's
Antiquary (appointed in 1534) is bdieved to have visited
Ellesmere in 1542 on his tour of England. In his report to
the King, Ldand says of the town:

“ From Ellesmere wher was a castdl and a very fair poles
may be Ellesmere hath four streates o meatly good
building, privileged with it faires but no cummun_market
now.”

reveds a three-storied ha f-timbered building situated alitiie
further forward than the current “ old” Town Hal in front of
which traders and ther stals (sometimes cdled “ standings”)
ae wdl in evidence It seems likdy tha in the Ellesmere
market place of the early 19th century a Saturday market dso
took place sdling a vaiety of goods induding fruit,
confectionery, bacon, chesse, and meat as wdl as butter,
poultry and eggs. The market place ceased to be a venue for
bull-baiting in 1815. In the same year, Edward Davies was
beng pad deven shillings per annum for care of the Town
Hal dock. It isinteresting to note the comments of a visitor
to Ellesmerein the year 1821:

“It is a neat dean town and rendered exceedingly beautiful
by the fine wood-fringed lake which comes cdoseto its walls;
it has a good market the principal artices of which are
apples, flax, and stockings; the chief trade of the town is of
malting and tanning.”

Prior to 1860, Maket Strest in Ellesmere was known as
“Swine Market Stregt” by virtue of the fact that on fair days
pigs, sheep and caves for sde were placed in pens fastened
to the iron paings of The Willows and nearby properties.
This was dl very dose to Allinson' s Brewery (formerly an
extensive timberyard) which became the Rennet Works after
1918.

In 1595, the Manor of Ellesmere was bought
from the Stanley family by Sir Thomas
Egerton who was created Baron Ellesmerein
1603. Eventudly, a chater to hold a
Tuesday Maket and fars in Ellesmere was
granted “ in the fourtieth year of our reign”
on 9th June 1598 to Sr Edward Kynaston
(see A Rough Trandation of the Elizabethan
Charter) in St May’'s Church. A later
chater was recdved from Cromwdl in
August 1656.

Records of around 1720 tdl us tha the town
hal cum market hal was situated adjacent to
the maket place (now known a The
Square) and was “ a colition of ancient Salop
type on arches with market underneath and
School above’. During the 1720s and 1730s
substantid  repars were caried out.
Duncombe, the Bridgewater Estate agent, is
recorded as having pad out the sum of £62-
2-7 during the period 1727-1728. However,
in 1760, the hdl needed to be re-built. The
origind style was retained and more than
107,000 bricks were used & acost of £41-9-
6.

When Pennant visited Ellesmere in 1773 he
made the following comments: “The place
has little to boast of except its situation” and
“The principal trade is that o malting the
barley of the neghbourhood beng
remarkable good”.

A picture post-card printed in Saxony about
1920 is a reproduction of a painting of the
town make and is entitled “Ellesmere a
hundred years ago” (therefore of 1820) and




On Monday, June 18th, 1832, apublic dinner was hed
a the Bridgewaer Arms Hotd to cdebrate the laying

of the “Frst Stong’ (though posters advertizing the -

event do not disclose the identity of the layer) of the
new Town Hal which was to be built a the expense of
Charlotte, Countess of Bridgewaer (died 1849 and
widow the 7th Earl) and managed by a succession of
the estate' s agents. The agent a tha time was Robert
Clarke whose name was one of five a the foot of the

above posters. Hdf past two would be thetime of the .
stondaying ceremony and dinner would be on thetable
a three 0'dock precisdy a a cost of seven shillings -

per heed.

The hadl was completed in 1833 and provided (on the
first floor) a spacious room available for magisterid
and socid purposes. On the ground floor was space to
hold the Tuesday market being mainly the buying and
sdling of butter, chesse, eggs and poultry as well as
fruit, vegetables and grain in gopropriae season. The
cost of the building was about six thousand pounds,

but, even so, it soon proved to betoo smdl and by the .

mid-1870s market stdlholders were overflowing into
the street. Rather strangdy the 1863 and 1870 editions
of Kdly's Directory list very few traders of “ Market
Plecg’, Ellesmere. It may wel have been tha most of
the people sdling produce & the Tuesday market were
famers and smdlholders and did not consider
themsdves to be market-traders.

By the middle of the 1870s, it was obvious that a new
Maket Hdl would have to be built in Ellesmere
Bridgewater Estae records for 1879 show tha 34
perches of land in Scotland Strest and 29 perches of
land described as being “ behind Wharf Road cottages”
were made available for the new building. It is undear
whether this land was given or sold to the Locd Board
& a site for the new hal. Costing aout £2,000 and
opened by Pury Cockayne Cust on 23rd December
1879, it was described as* alarge and plan building of
red brick”.

A little known use of the Market Hall occurred in 1914
when areguest was made to the Urban District Coundil
of Ellesmere (by whom we do nat know) to hire the
hal each night for six nights every week & achargeof
ten shillings for the purpose of giving what were
described as “ cdnemaograph shows’. The intended
hirers were told rather sharply by the Coundl that
“ Hlesmere did not need Cinematograph Shows every
night”. However, they were willing to hire out the hdl
for four nights each week a anightly cost of only five
shillings

Details of more recent activities in Ellesmere s Mark et

Hdl can be found in No. 5 of Twentieth Century .

Ellesmere published by the Ellesmere Society in 2001.

Stanley Horton

N
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m New shop

Now open in
Ellesmere

Q

Candles
Gifts
Make-up
|ncense Sticks
Fragrance Oils
Fashion Jewellery
Candle Holders
Simmering Granules
Body Jewellery
L oaf and Loofah Soaps
Bath Bombsand Torpedoes
And much more

Comefor a browse



Nostalgia—Part ||

Following on from the aticle in ‘Mere News No 19
here is anather example of manual work (or drudgery).
This time the dae is February 1947 and the place is
North London. The sacks tell us this, these tall sacks
were common in the South Ead of England and quite
rare elsawhere.

Winter 1947 was very hitter and prolonged with large
falls of snow al over Britain. The s1ows stated in
early February with blizzard conditions in many areas
and continued through March into early April.

This pidure poses several quegtions, for instance:
normally the lorry would be backed up to the railway

truck door and the sadks filled on the lorry itself, thus
cutting ou the hard work by the two gentlemen in the
centreof thepicture.

The machine the men are using is atype of lift. When
the sack is full, they raise the lift using the handle on
the side of thething (laer models were matorised) then
the sack is carried ontheback of oneof the men, up the
sepsonto the back of the lorry making double work.

The explanation - as | see it. These men are emptying
the wagon to avoid demurrage charges (the railways
allowed two working daysto empty a wagon free, dter
that a charge was made to ensure a quick turn round).
The men are not weighing the fuel (it's coke by the
way) S0 the fuel is being stocked away from this siding.
The wagon itself isa Scottish based one and the door is
only 4 planks high, each plank measuring 7”7 making
the door only 2 ft 47 high, the sadks are higher than tha
and judging by the sacks in the foreground, they are
frozen, makingthem very difficult to handle.

Y ou will noticethe size of the shovel, usually asize 10

and the fad tha, despite the bitter cold, none of these
men iswearing gloves. A hardy breedno doubt!

Terry Cartlidge

THE INNER WHEEL

A new Inner Wheel Club was
formed in Ellesmere lag year.
They have 18 members at present
and welcome new members, the
only proviso being a connedion
with the Rotay Intenaional
through a partner, father,
grandfather eéc. Snce their formaion, the ladies
have supported various local and intemaional
charities. Medtings are held on the first Wednesday
of every month and anyone interesed may contadt
Elizabeth Hitchen, telephone 01691 624974 for

moreinformaion.

H eather Poll
Inner Wheel of Ellesmere Club Correspondent

“Quotable Quotes”

‘Have you ever noticed that on those rare
occasions when you need turpentine, the can,
which you bought in 1978 and have been
moving from house to house ever since, is
empty? -Dave Barry

= ,

BALMER GROVE PLANTS
Wd shampton

We areon theB5063
Wem / Welshampton road

Intereding hardy and unusual cottage
garden plants, mainly herbaceous
perennials, all carefully homegrown in
loam based compost.

Nick & Gill Eleftheriou
01948 710403

Open Fri toMon, closed Thurs.
Please ring to visit other days




Furniture Scheme opensits
doorsin Wem

On November 29t
2001 the North
Shropshire  Fumiture
Sheme was officialy
launched from its new
base in Wem. St up
to olled unwanted
items of furniture and
household items from
across the North
Shropshire digriad and to redistribute them through a
referral sydem, the scheme has been operaing on a
small scale snce last February.

Where has the projed come from?
A projed aiming to re-use and recycled unwanted
furniture and household items has recently s& up its
base on the Wem Industrial Egae. Initially $emming
from ideas pu forward by arange of organisationsat a
public meeting last November, the project gained
Charitable status in May and has received funding from
a vaiday of urces. In Septamber we took ove the
lease on an industrial unit in Wem, set up a small office
and appointed a projet development Manager and
Adminigrative Co-ordinaor to develop and run the

scheme.
What dowe do?

The schame has been set up to collect items of furniture
and household items from the public and to re-distribute
these itemsto people experiencing difficulties through a
referral sydem. A wide range of organistions from the
Citizens Advice Bureau to the Churches, from Socid
Services to SSAFA have been contaded and are
beginning to ma&ke referrals. We hope to meke a real
difference to peoples lives by providing items for the
home tha perhgps many of ustake for granted but tha
not everyone has accessto.

Who benefits?
We are often asked about the ‘type’ of people who ae
referred to us. Our referral agencies ask usto support

anyone experiencing difficulties, young or old, single
or married, families end individuals, vidims of crime
or fires, those recovering from illness or etering the
community following a period of inditutionalizaion.
All our beneficiaries must be in receipt of dde
benefits and must be referedto us by one of alarge
number of organisations.

How can you help?

Our success so far is mainly due to the generosity of
the people of North Shropshire who have given a
wide range of unwanted itemsto be redistributed to
othersfacing difficult circumstances. We will be glad
totake donaions of mog of the itemsyou would find
in any home. Thereare, however, ome items we must
refuse either because they aretoo large or because we
are not able to give them ou. At the moment we
cannot take gas appliances, iron framed beds, large
double wardrobes, sideboards, units with glass doors
where the area of glass is larger than an A4 ded of
pape (11" x 87). We are hgppy to take sheds, towels,
crokery, kitchen uensls and anything else tha
makes a house a home. We would also be hgppy to
talk to enyonewith afew hoursto gareto help usrun
the projed. There are lots of opportunitiesto help us
to help othersincluding asssting with collections and
deliveries, ansnvering the phone sorting out the items
we have in the dore, prepaiing refarals and helping
to organizethe running of the scheme Please contact
usif you can help in any way, we will be gladto hear
from you.

If you would like to ma&ke a dondaion, offe your
valuable time or just hear more abou the scheme
please contadt either Karen Jones or Fiona Ashley
on 01939 234222 on Wednesdays and Thursdays
between 9 am and 3 pm.

~ ~

Ina British hotel, the words “ can | help you
sir?” means roughly “ What the hell do you
want?”’ — Kingdey Amis

‘“Veni Vidi Visa (we came we saw we went

shopping). - Jan Barrett




Christmas Bumper QuizAnswers

Whose horse?

Dick T urpin

The Lone Ranger

The Duke of Wellington
Napoleon

Don Quixote

Roy Rogers

Alexander the Grea
Death

©NoOOALONE

Whose dog?
9. MrPunch

10. Ulysses
11. Llewellyn
12. Elizabeth Barrett Browning

13. Shagay
14. The Daling Family (Peer Pan)

Whose ship?
15. Sr Francis Drake
16. Lord Nelson
17. Captain Pugwash
18. Captain Bligh
19. Captain Cook
20. Captain Corcoran (G& 9

Brain T easa's

21. 36

22. polish endPolish. reading and Reading

23. Irelandhas 3 vowels, thereg only 2

24. My team plays cricke

25. A towel

26. A decimal point

27. Only once

28. Robin Hood

29. Nothing, the date doesnot exig

30. Ruth Elliswas hanged, not hung, picures are
hung. T hereforethe answer isfalse.

Theworthy winner is:

The Reverend Father Trevor Har vey
Ellesmere College

Please accept our apologies that we did not have the
Christmas Maths quiz answersready for thisissue.
We aim to includethem in the Summer issue.

LESLIE YOUNGER
SEPTIC TANK
EMPTYING

PROMPT & EFFICIENT SERVICE
LICENCED WASTE
CARRIER
20 Mile Radius Served

CompetitivePrices

Chirk (01691)772381

Broad Oak Farm St Martins
Nr Oswestry SY 11 3DR

The Embroiderers Guild

The later end of 2001 was busy for the Oswestry and
District Branch of the Embroiderers Guild, who visited
exhibitions a Birkenhead and Voirney in October, made
Beaded Tassds with Jenny Thomas in November and
ended the year with Members Night in December.
The New Year stated wdl with an entetaining and
informative tdk by wedl-known “Militant Seamstress’
Saah Thursfidd whose hand-sewn medievd dothing and
samplers of fine embroidery were the envy of dl.
A workshop-Silk Pgper-making, by Dee Highfidd was wel
atended and thoroughly enjoyed. In Februay Margaret
Webb (fdt-maker) demonstrated fdt-making and made a
lovey soft piece of hand-made fdt and inspired us dl with
samples of bags, hats and hangings.
The Mach meseting is Friday 8" March, guest spesker
Laura Kemshdl, ‘ Embélished Quilts'.
Future medtings:
Friday 12" April a 7:30pm - Guest spesker Mrs
Elizabeth Mason ‘* A Schole-house for the Neadl € .
Friday 10" May a 7.30pm — Guest spesker Mr
Jim Gaffney * T extiles of the Golden Age
Friday 14™ June & 7.30pm — Practica Evening —
Margaret Rane — Kantha Work

All medtings a the Memorid Hal, Oswestry.
Admission to non-members £2.50

Enquiries to: 01691 650388
MrsMary Ward



Poetry Cor ner

By MrsD F Bond

Winter in Ellesmere

dtting in my wheelchair, feeling old and worn,
Waching all the passers by on this cold wintry morn
Suddenly | naticedtha mog of the peoplethere
Weretating little pape bags, small, whiteand square.
Some were a bit larger, it seemed older folk hadthem —
But all were carried caefully, like avaluable gem.
They held some sort of magic, of that | hadno doubt
Everyone was hurrying hometo try the contents out.
| then and theredecided, | would not beforlorn —
I’d go into tha chemists shop and be REBORN!!

Spring

We went through the gat e and met Betty next door
We dopped for a chat andtha wastha.

Further along we met Grace and Harry, dayedfor awhile

raised a smile.
We got to thetown without a frown
T akingto neighbours all the way down.
Cheerful thisand cheeful that, no needto wear
your winter ha.
Everyone happy — it must bethe sun.
Carry on Soringtime —the day iswon!

A tributeto The Queen Mother (1900-2002)

Born aLady and onetothelast
Although OneHundred yearshave passed.
S much achieved and so much given
Ever faithful when duty driven.
Half her lifegone when she lost he man
A new rolein life—not just beingagran
But Fifty more years beingloyal and true
To her country, her children andto meandto you.
Deservedly missed.

Doctor’s Orders

Just felt I'd liketodrop aline
To le youknow we' re keeping fine
Maybe we could feel lots beter
Not following dietsto the |ete

I think it’sone of our big crises
Cutting down on all life' s spices
No oozing butter on thetoad
Sugar free mamalade a the mog
No crispy arackling on the pork
Jugt alittlelean mea on a fork

“Andwhilewe're d it, if you please
Just keep off all the full-fat cheese”
Pan-fried eggs and pan-fried bacon

With pan-fried bread is just not taken

Sewed appleisjust not thesame
Without itspastry for aframe
But if we think that we can risk it
Wetry alarge, round, rich tea biscuit!

Whitefish isquite OK of course
But much moretagy with creamy sauce
Keeping fine, | think | said
Maybe | should havestayed in bed!
And nat written you this hungry rhyme
To remind us of pad meals sublime!

(Written to my sister a few weeks after being put on diets
for cholegterol and diabetes).



T he | nstitute of
Groundsmanship

Shropshire Branch

T he Shropshire Branch was formed in 1981 and is part of
the Nationa Organisation 10G which is the leading body
that represents dl those involved in groundsmanship,
greenkeeping, turfculture landscaping, horticulture and
amenity management.

Our am is to give practicd support to dl our members
through the provision of a wide range of provisiond
Services.

We have different membership categori es to suit dl needs.
They indude Full, Professiond Associae, Corporée,
Trade, Affiliae, Student and Junior (both free), and

Amaeur Associde.

Amaeur Associae membership of the 10G is avalable to
any individud who has a pat time, voluntary or serious
amateur interest in groundsmanship, sports turf or lavn
management.

Membership benefits include a warm welcome to regular
meetings, visits and fidd days aranged by the Shropshire
Branch throughout the year. At these you will be able to
meet and exchange idess with other amateur associates,
experienced professiond's and trade suppliers.

You will dso receve a FREE monthly copy of the
Groundsman magazine to hep you to keep up to date with
latest sportsturf devel opments and events.

Other membership benefits indude free legd advice,
reductions on 10G traning courses and examinations, free
entrance to 10G shows and discounts when udng 10G
consultants.

The Annua Generd Meeting of the Shropshire Branch of

e |

the Institute of Groundsmanship was

A. D.T Carpets
2¢c Wharf Road
Ellesmere

# $% $ && # % %

A.D .T Carpets
4 Morris Shopping Park

Wem

recently hdd a Shrewsbury Cricket
Club.

Mr Ken Spiby was re-elected
President and other offi ces are
Charman — JimThompson, Oswestry
Secretary — lan Morris, Whittington,
(Ellesmere College grounds)

Tressurer — Mike Lewis, Albrighton
Vice-Charman — Berwyn Evans,
Shrewsbury

Committee members ae Messrs.
Chris Jones, West Fdton; Nick
Williams Llanymynech; Pa Cross,
Llanymynech; Gary Edwards, Bob
Bolland, Shrewsbury; Richard Jones,
Caersws; Roger Mechan, T dford.

The Branch has many members
throughout Shropshire and
neighbouring Counties. Local
members include Mowrite, Ellesmere,
Brow Golf Club, Ellesmere College
(4) Dudleston Heath (1). Any
interested persons are wecome to
atend meetings we arrange during the
year.

The Branch has an Amat eur Associa e
category which should be of interest to
part time Groundspersons and
Greenk egpers.

Further details from
lan Morris 07950 454367

$$
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Between the Wars
(Continued from issue 19)

Soon after | went to the Whaf Shool, World
War 1 broke ou, and Donald Quin, amaste & the
school, soon answered the call to ‘join up’, and |
well remember him visting the school in his dark
blue uniform and pillbox ha whilst on leave. |
believe, soon after hisvidt, he was off to the front
in France, and was one of the fortunae ones to
survive tha terible camnage. | also remember
being on Wrexham Saion soon afte the war had
garted and atrain load of 500 or 9 of the Royal
Welsh Fusiliers were being seen off by reldives
and friends. It was all very bewildering and
exciting to me, because everyone was shouting
and cheering and saying they would be back soon.
| also remember a few weeks later meonetelling
my mother tha nearly al of them had been killed
or wounded.

German prisone's were brought to the town to
work on the farms, and were housed in what was
known as ‘The Dead House' at the Workhouse.
This was a 3-gorey square building. It goodin its
own piece of ground with accessto it from the
Workhouse and from the road leading from
Haughton. It looked as gloomy asits principle use,
which was to house those who died in the
Workhouse until burial was arranged in the
cemeery. Going back to its use by the German
prisoners, pat of the land in which the house
stood was used as a burial ground for German
prisoners who died there, and | seemto remember
a stone cross being erected. | wonder if it is still
there, or if not, what hgppened to it.

During World War 1 there was a period when a
large number of farm firesoccurred. German ies
were blamed, and one farmer, who was a retired
Cavaryman, paaded each night on horse back
and with drann sword. He did this every night
until he thought the danger was passed. The firgt
night hewent to bed hisfam went onfire.

Of course, the fire engine & this time was pulled
by two horses. Horses were usually kept in the
Whaf Meadow. Some horses were easy to cach
and some not 0 easy. It was said tha one
particular pair of horseswas so goodtha whenthe
fire bell sated ringing the two horses would trot
up to the gae and wait. The Brigade was a
voluntary one and each fireman, on hearing the
bell, would rush to the fire gaion and oolled a
tally. Possession of atally would entitle him to a
fee for attending the fire | believe the fee was

based on so much for thefirg hour and so much for each
hour after, plus a turning out fee. A fire particularly a
farm fire, was a great occasion and crowds turned out to
see the firemen dashing in on their bikes to colled the
tallies. A great cheer would go up from the cowd as
each fireman arrived, legping off hishikeinagrea skid,
letting the bike run on he cared not where so long as he
collected the coveted tally. An even greaer cheer would
go up asthe horses arrived, but the greatest cheer would
go up when the engine rolled away pulled by the two
galoping snorting horses. It was a gred sght,
particularly if the farm was not far away because Harry
‘Notchy’ Beddow the stoker, would already be danding
precaioudy a the rear of the engine busy stoking up;
the lurid glare of the fire shining brightly from the open
soke hole if it was a night fire Mr Beddow was the
chief goker and he would stand on a step a the rea of
the engine and see to it tha deam was ‘up’ when the
brigade reached the fire He had this off to afine art,
and, depending on how far away was the fire, so would
Mr Beddow judge when it was time to light the fire
However, on oneoccason he ‘misfired” to peak. The
fire was & afam Frankton way & night, and the fire
engine roared up the Brow and eventually landed & the
fire. The firamen in front immediaely jumped off the
engine and prepared to pump water onthefire, but, alas,
no sseem and no Mr Beddow, and it laer trangired tha
he hadfallen off halfway up the Brow.

Norman Dawson
reprinted by kind permission of Mrs Dawson

=~
>
ey

)

o .
(e

X

Y
2
@
]
N

&

)

" #S0% P& &&

11




12




Annual Hospice Walk

We would like to offer
our grateful thanks to all
those who took pat in
the 10th Annual Hospice
. Walk lagt August and we
are delighted to report
tha over £9500 was
raised on the day for this
very worthy local cause.
The total amount raised

by the Annual Walks
now exceeds the
magnificent sum of £100,000.

The Hospice isonly able to fundtion thanks to the
generosty of the local community it
srves. With tha in mind, we are
now planning this year's walk and,
with the end of the Foot & Mouth
Disease redridions, we are able to
return once againto the country. This
year, with the kind coopedion of
Ellesmere College, we are organising
a dgroll through the picduresgue
countryside around the Meres on
Sunday 15" September. Many who
took pat in lag year's event grealy
enjoyed the hidorical notes provided
for the walk around Shrewsbury o,
by popular request, we will be doing
somehing similar thisyear. We have
many other ideasto make this avery
special and enjoyable aftemoon for all
those taking part s0 please make a
note of the dae in your diary and
watch out for further announcements.
We look forward to welcoming
friends old and new but, if you ae
unable to do the walk yourself, please
consider sponoring KmMeone who
can. All the money we raise goes
directly to the Shropshire & Mid-
Wales Hospice to bendit not just
those who require inpaient cae but
also those who regularly atend the
Day Care Centres throughout the
region. Thank you.

Elaine Jones
H ospice W alk Committee

SR R R B B o R R R R
Meres Visitor Centre
Guided Town walks

oéoéo éoéo éo

Guided town waks are available on certain
Bank Holiday Sundays/ M ondays, garting o
o a the Visitor Centre. The waks last for o
? about 1 hour and stat a around 2.00 p.m. ?
W Plesse cal the Visitor Centre for details of W

2o P

oﬁoﬁoéo ﬁo

%
N 01691 622981
»
P
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At TheTrotting Mare, Overton

! "1 BU%N&E'
() "898 +, BO6&
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* Eat as much as you like *
For only—£5.50

Buffet will consist of:

& 2
3 ) 22 ) & 2
) 24 5 ") ) 2

For further details please tedlephone: The Trotting Mare on 01978 710743
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W Additional to the Bumper Quiz sheeton sale at £1 from the Ellesmere InfoLink, here are a fewlocal
:\\} knowledge questions, set by Mr Stan Horton. One of our valuable prizes will go to the winner of this quiz.

w 1.
N

\

W 2
W 3.
N
W
w 4.
N5,
\4
w 6.
N
7
W 8.
\\\ 9
\\ 10.

BRBRBRAZZ

Local Knowledge Quiz

In 1953 Lord Brownlow madethe Mereand Cremorne Gardensthe subject of a Deedof Gift. Wha was

his Lordship’s full name?
In which year was Mormning Service broadcast from S Mary’' s Church?

Who wrotethe disguised account of lifein Ellesmerein the early Twentieth Century entitled ‘The Gentle

Years ?
Wha was thename givento Ellesmere in ‘The Gentle Yeas ?
What industry preceded the cheese factory adjacent to the Canal Wharf?

Which Ellesmere Public House changed its name asa result of fundraisng activitiesin order to build the

Ellesmere Canal?

Who wasthe firg Mayor of Ellesmere?

What wasthe denominaion of the sncedemolished chapel in Waergate Sree?
Namethe year in which the Ellesmere Exhibition was held.

Which wate bird —present onthe Merein modes numbers— was serioudy persecuted in the 190 Century

due to its plumage being apopular form of decoraion in ladies headwear?

Answers to the Editor please by July 31st 2002.
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Fenn's, Whixall & Bettisfield M oss National Nature Reserve.
Events — 2002

Come on one of aur events, or explore the Mosses and LIangollen Cand at any time by
following the MOSSES TRAILS, from Morris's Bridge or Roundthorn Bridge.

Sun 21 April —Birds of the Mosses Guided wak - Manor House 2 pm. Estelle Hughes and Eric Marsh - to ce ebrate
Natura 2000 Green Week
Sun June 2 - Mending the Mosses Guided wak - (Cotton Sedges)- Manor House 2 pm Pete Boardman —to ce ebrate
Nationd Environment Wesk 1 —9 June
Sat Junel5 - Nationd Math Night Guided Wak — 9 pm, World’ sEnd, Bettisfidd Moss — Shropshire Moth Group to
cdebrae Nationd Moth Night (past VinHals)
Sunday June 23 - Dragonfly Guided wak - Manor House 2 pm Pete Boardman
- to celebrate Backy ard Biodiversity day 21 June www.biodiversityday.org.uk
Sat July 13 - Moth, ba and nightjar walk night — 9 pm Bettisfid d Railway Station- Pete Boardman
Sun July 28 10.30 —4.30-Writing onthe Mosses— a creative writing day 10.30 — 4.30 —tutored by Gladys Mary
Coles author of * The Echoing Green’ - to cdebrate Internationa Bog Day £2-50 (please book in advance)
Wed Aug 14 - Bog Cregture Biodiversity Workshop - Manor House 9.30 an — 4 pm Pete Boardman and lan
Chesseman £2-50 (please book in advance)
Sat 24 Aug- Nationd Ba Day Moth and Ba Evening — Shropshire Moth Group— 9pm, Morris sBridge - to
cdebrate Nationd Bat Day
. Sun 22 Sept - Fungd Foray on Whixal Moss— 2 pm Morris s Bridge Roy Mantle, Shropshire Fungus Group

10. Sun 20 0ct - British Woodcarvers Woodcarving on the Mosses day (incuding wak to fetch bog pine)— Manor House
11am - 3.30 pm David Gerty

11. Creetures of the Mosses SlideShow- J L Danids
Wed Nov 6 —Bettisfidd Village Hdl 7.30—9.00 pm
Tues Nov 19—-Whixadl Socid Centre 7.30-9.00 pm
Thurs Nov 28 —Bronington School 7.30 —9.00 pm

12. Sun 15 Dec - XmasBiodiversity Task - pine seedling pulling, take away tree seedlings, Xmas tress and Yule logs—
Manor House 10.30 am— 100 pm Pete Boardman

For details contact: Joan Danids 01948880 362 or email joan.danids@english -nature.org.uk
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SUMMER in
SHROPSHIRE GARDENS

By Gill Eleftheriou

As we welcome summer again, we aso regp the benefit
of past labour in the garden. Now, suredly, is atimeto st
back and rdax, enjoying the exuberance of our world—
renowned British gardens.

Aswedl as our own individud patch, we aso have many
opportunities to enjoy other gardens in the area. An ever
incressing number are open to the public a some time
during the summer months. At the top of the pile are the
stady acres of Naiond Trust propeties, such as
Attingham Hal and the acdamed Powis Castle.

On our last visit to Powis a coach paty of Jgpanese
tourists waes mavdling a the sights | suppose tha,
beng on our doorstep, we do rather take it for granted.

A number of other renowned gardens in the area are dso
open during summer months. They indude the Dorothy
Clive Gaden, Hodnet Hdl Gadens, Wollerton

These open days ae a wonderful opportunity to enjoy the
beauty of our locd gardens and countryside, a very little
expense, but a the same time contributing to deserving locd
causes.

They dso provide the chance to pick up idess on design and
planting combinaions. A camera and notebook can be very
useful to record any particularly plessing cameos.

These knowledgable locd gardeners are a mine of hdpful
information and are only too happy to discuss their plants with
other interested gardeners, beginners as wel as the more
experienced. So do take the opportunity to enjoy ther
hospitdity and cream tess!

Terse Verse
The spring is sprung,
The grassisris
| wonder wherethe boydiesis?
They say the boyd is onthe wing
But that'’s absurd, the wing is onthe boyd!

Old Hdl Gaden and the less well— known, but
very amospheric, Glansevern Hal Gardens.

Detals can be found in a free booklet, Shropshire
Gadens and Nurseries, which is published by
Shropshire County Council and avalable in
Ellesmere from Infolink and from Tourist
Information centres.

These large show gardens, usudly under the care
of professiondly trained horticulturd staff, are but
the top tier of a sdection of interesting locd
gardens which are opened for viewing.

The Nationd Gadens Scheme aranges a full
summer progranme of gardens to \isit in
Shropshire. It has just published a free leafl et for
2002, dso avalable from Info Link.

Many of these gardens are lovingly tended by
devoted amaeur gardeners, without formd
training but with a wedth of knowledge of dl the
plants which they grow.

A number of villages dso occasiondly organise
garden trals, when privete gardens are fl etingly

on display.

This year, for example our own village
Wdshampton, will have atral taking inaround 11
gadens on 13th and 14™ July. Ploughman's
lunches and cream tees will be served, with the
am, asindl cases, of boosting locd charity funds.

SMALL ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS

Blakemere
Vederinary Centre
12 Talbot Street
Ellesmere
Shropshire
SY120HQ

Tel: (01691) 622201
Fax; (01691) 622118

by appointment

WEEKDAYS
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 230pm, 5.30pm — 6.00pm

SATURDAY S
10.00am —10.30am

FARM & HORSEVISITS
AVAILABLE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
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WELSHAMPTON COUNTRY GARDEN SAFARI
in aid of
The Mere Day Centre &
Friends of Welshampton School

Saturday 13 & Sunday 14 July. 12to 5 p.m.

We invite you to come and vist gardensin and aroundthevillage of Welshampton on Saturday 13 and Sunday 14
July. There will be & leag ten gardens with landscapes of gred varigy and interest for youto look around tha
include traditional fragrant colourful summe borders, dunning shrubberies, wildife and ormnametal ponds,
kitchen gardens and restful lake and woodland walks.

Intereting and unusual cottage garden perennials, indoor plants and home-grown produce will be on sale at
various gardens.

In addition there will be fantagic floral arrangementson showin . Michael’s& All Angels Church and also the
colourful rag rugs made by local people, showing village life, pag and present.

In some gardens there will be quiet spats for you to relax and enjoy a cup of tea, homemade cakes and cream
scones. Garden Guides, which includes a route map and a brief description of each garden, will be on sale & the
Village Hall. You can browse a photo display board giving you an insight into some of the many intereging
features in our open gardens whilst enjoying a Ploughmans lunch or a cup of tea or coffee before you dart.
Lunches £1.50, T eaor coffee 50 pence.

For the children : There will be a picure display board in the Village hall detailing all the animals children are
likely to spat in our Big Game Hunt.

An animal will be locaed in prominent postions in each garden and small prizes will be offered for compleed
correct entries.  Entranceto evat £2, children free
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| etterstothe Editor

North Shropshireisa GM oil seed rape
“hot spot’

Bagley, Hinstock and Wem are about to have GM farm trid
crops planted after the 15" March. This will bethe 3rd GV
oil seed crop to be planted in Bagley onthe same farm.

We have been campaigning against these crops for dmost 12
months but have made little progress in persuading the
farmer not to teke pat in these trids There are 23 licensed
or in conversion organic farmers and markel gardeners in
North Shropshire whose liveihoods are a risk by GM crops
beng grown in the area. Protests have been made to DEFRA,
locd MP Owen Paerson, MEPs, locd Paish Councils
North Shropshire District Council, letters to the press and a
protest march, but no-oneis listening. On March 1* a few of
our group met Owen Paterson MP for North Shropshire and
he is of the opinion that organic, conventiond and GM
farming can dl exist in North Shropshire. How can this be
possible? Bees can cary GM pollen a lesst 6 miles and
other animas, birds and insects will aso spread the pollen
from one faam to another. In the USA where fams are so
vast it may be possible but our fames ae dl dose
neighbours and it would be impossible to dop cross
pollinaion to the next farm.

The whole GM technology is shrouded in mygery, intrigue
and uncetainty and controlled by the large biotech
companies, who not only provide the seed but dso the
herbicide and pesticide used in thetrids. No one knows what
effect these trids have on our hedth, wild life or the
environment and until more experiments are caried out
under proper scienti fic conditions and these crops are proved
to be safe the Government must stop using us as guinea pigs
and our countryside as an experimentd zone.

Wades have dedared themsdves a GM free country but they
ae in dose proximity to North Shropshire and therefore
could dso be affected. Organic and conventiond growers
must have the right to grow non GM crops if they so wish
and the public must have a choice of eating non GM food.
The Government’ s latest idea about farming is not to grow
more, we ae not short of food, but to pay farmers to look
after our countryside. GM crops do not fit into this concept
for the future of farming.

We have formed aGM free North Shropshire group because
we fed that if no one questions the Government on this issue
and lets them know how strongly we oppose their GM policy
they will go ahead with commercid planting and there will
be no turning back. Once we have GM contaminaed
materid in our environment it will dways be there and if it
proves to be aproblem it will betoo late

Ifyou areinterested in joining the GM free North Shropshire
register please contact Wendy Jones 01939 270285

YoursSincerely
Chapd House Farm
Cockshutt, Hlesmere, Shropshire SY12 01

Wendy Jones Mrs.
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Memories

Reading memories of Ellesmere by Norman Dawson
prompts me to add a few more accounts of activities and
peoplein Ellesmere before the War. Surprisingly, Norman
never mentioned collecting and playing with cigarette
cards, which were eagerly collected and swegpped by boys.
As you waked dong the strest you often saw discarded
cigarette packets in the gutter which you picked up in the
hope of finding a card which you did nat possess in the
current series, series on cars, railway engines, footbdlers,
cricketers etc. Any surplus cards were used to play agame.
One card would be stood up, lengthways, against the wal
and participants would stand about 6-8 ft away and flip
their own cards a this card trying to knock it down. If you
succeeded, you picked up the cards dready pitched and
they became your propety. These cards came in series of
50 and today, near where | livein a amdl Somerset town,
Somerton, which is one of the main centres for cigarette
cads in Great Britan, complete sets of cards fetch high
prices.

Another activity, on coming home from school, was to
hdp my grandfaher who lived in one of the cottages
beow the present Comrades Club in Victoria Street. (The
Comrades Club stands on the site of a large house and
doctors surgery and | think the doctors name was Burton.)
As mentioned in one of your atides, it was a common
sight to see herds of cattle being driven through the stregts.
Not being “house traned” their passage was maked by
copious supplies of droppings which we collected in an old
bucket to hep fertilise our grandfather’ s garden.

We had various past-times, one being agame of “ fox and
hounds’. One boy would be the fox and would run off and
he was given afew minutes stat. We would then chase
after him. Thisactivity meant there were very few fat boys
in the town. We aso practised an activity which warranted
a good dip behind the ear. Opposite Thomson s nursery,
which had a hedge mounted on a wadl, were cottages
whose front doors (and doorknobs) were divided by 9”
brickwork. We used to get some orange rope (teken from
the crates of oranges a the greengrocers) and tie the two
door handles together, knock on the doors then cross the
road and hide behind Thomson's hedge The people
occupying the houses would each try to open the doors
but could not and their language was more often than not,
extremdy colourful and certainly irate

Sincerely yours,
Bernard Biggs

(Thisinteresting recollection will be continued in the
next isue o Mere News)

Caol Youngs



Money Matters

Is it time to get back into a Share ISA
and invest in the stock market?

Thiswas an advertorial brought to you by
Mere Park Associ ates.

Do you feel lucky and prepared for a potentially better
retun on your money than the good old bank or
buil ding society acocount? Are you the sort of person
who checks tha you have switched off all the plugs
threetimes before you go for aday out? Do you dream
of becoming wealthy and are prepared for possible short
to medium term voldility? Are you happier kegping a
little blue book in the drawer tha shows you how much
money you have got but withou much hope of geting
much more in intereg than the rate of inflation ?

If you have any moneyto inved for a lead five yearsor
longer then there isone invegment you should consider,
a tax-free individual savings account or |SA for short.
You can save on a monthly bads as little as £50 pe
month or as much as £583 per month, which is the
maximum. Alternaively, you can inves lump sums
from £1,000, as long as you do not exceed the £7,000
per tax year limit. The markes have taken atwo-year
hammering but it cannot last forever and now a lot of
city expats believe it istimeto get back into an equity
based | SA.

However, once you have tha decison made the next
decison is even more overwhelming. Tha is because
there ae dozens of companies offering ISA’s and they
each have abou twenty different 1SA funds making a
total of abou 2000 different |SA’sto choose from. Tha
is where an independent financial adviser comes in.
They aretrained to distinguish between al the ISA’s in
the entire markeg and can advise on all the available
companies and their productswithout bias. They receive
a commission or you can choose to taketha away and
in doing so enhance your product by the commisson
amount and offe him afee for their time ingead. They
have an obligation to advise on the most suitable plan
and whoeve they dhoose all ISA’s have virtualy the
same chaging structure which is normally 3% initially
and then 1% per yea.

The mog gopropriae choice would be a MultiManager
ISA, which can have a multitude of providers and their
funds within one single ISA package. This helps read
the rik and helps you have all your eggs in differet
baskets so to spesk. The marke has become very league

table driven asto who has had the beg performance
which is a good indicator but certainly never to be
teken as the best reason to pick tha paticular
company.

Some fads to compliment this are the difference in
| SA provider’spad peformanceove just the lag 12
months. The best growth ISA fund made 15.04 %,
whereas the worg lost 52.19 %. The difference was
not because the bes was a safe haven and the word
was a high risk emerging markes fund based in
Sberia. Amazingly, they both invesed in UK
companies but the later one focused more on very
new smaller companies. This hgpened to the
contrary in exattly the same way a couple of years
ago when a few funds caught early the rise in
technology and had enormous growth. The risk
element to these funds was high and the upside
potetial machesthe downside risk. However, afew
ISA funds and particular sectors offe the best of
both worlds, which means tha you can have equity
exposure but limit the downsde risk by inveding in
safer less voldile funds. Mog independent financial
advisers now also advise clients to consder
sporeading the invesment over a few ingalments to
give an even balance of the markesove time The
main criteria for choosing to look into thisfurther is
to ak yourself three questions, Can | afford to pu
my money away for & leag five years and forget
about it? Can | accept the volaility associaed with
short term movements in equities because the price
of shares and the funds can go down as well as up?
Can | afford to kesp puting money into a low
intereg acoount wherel pay tax onthe intereq?

S if you havenot hadthe beg result from the Grand
National lagt weekend and want to get free
independent financial advice on your next wager
then talk to Richard Owen or Richard Evansa Mee
Park Assocides, 22 Scotland Sred, Ellesmerg
Shropshire SY12 OEG, cal 624866 or email to
rowen@merepark.com for a free independent
consultaion.
(See advertisement on rear of Mere News for
Mere Park contact details)
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‘In Russa everything isforbidden, In
Germany, everything is forbidden unlessit
is permitted. In Britain everything is
permitted unlessit is forbidden. In Italy
everything is permitted whether it is
forbidden or not.” —P J O Rourke
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DAIR-Y WE BELIEVE IT?

Outrage as Ellesmere Dairy site is arson-target

The site of the old Daity on Wharf Road, Ellesmere has long
been an issue of debate. With so much recent attention focused
on the area following the fire which ripped through the
warehouse, and with 0 much potential for redevel oppment and
revitali zation, the peopl e of Ellesmere are still waiting for the
changes they have bean 2 promised for so long.

W‘*“ 2

4 Since the sa d of the
§ Creamery closurein 1983, many
residents of Ellesmere have been
Ieft bemused and confused as to the plans
afoot for the Ste, allowed to declineinto a derdic
and unsghtly area, seemingly overlooked by the coundl —
something of a contradiction to the typical piduresque postcard
image of rustic Ell esmere.
Fourtean years later, residents of Ellesmere feel it is time that
pressure is applied on those with power to act. As well as the
Dairy Crest site, Wharf Road itself has been in sorry and steady
decline since the demi se of the Shropshire Union Cand, a fact
illugraed by the frequent discovery of syringes in the dd
Warehouse huilding stuated & the Cand head, and the
continuing growth of the drug problemin Ellesmere.

Moonscape

Y et more problens hit the site of the proposed development
recently however, when the devdopers, Burbury Investment,
refused to accept responghility for the road approaching the
area, labelled a ‘dangerous no man's land by town mayor
Averil McDonald, likening the landscgpe to tha of the moon,
with numerous potholes meking access difficult. Shropshire
County Coundl spokesman lan Pugh clains the area is not
owned by SCC, with the devdopers refusng to accept
responsibility until they gain planning perm ssion.

This is the ldes in along gring of hindrances thesite and theg

people of Ellesmere have had to endure, culminaing recently
with thefire, which isbeing treated as suspeded arson.

The town rumour mill has been working overtime since the 3 g)rd n
blazmg inferno on the evening of Monday 11th March, with 3MMMMMN~MMMA

‘onspiracy theories rife, claiming that the fire was in fact a
calcuated attempt to ge the land badk into the focus of the
public eye. However, the increasng levels of vanddism in
Ellesmere haveled many to bdievetha theinddent was nothing
other than ailljudged pragicd joke which spiralled out of

cortral. §vaWVW
While numerous & « 4 . YWYy explanatlons
have bean mede for ISq ¢, Wi,

- blge vy
the fire, one thing is S Quitey mess
certain—it has W anger € o rﬂg
provided the perfect VAraq
springboard for action, and with so "”Ww\,, 5

r

much at gake for the residents of Ellesmere it is
surdy about time that prom ses werekept and dreans reali sed.

Industrial Estate

Burbury Invesment is the company chaged with the job of
renovating the Dairy Crest site, and have had numerous plans
avalable for the public at Ellesmere Libray snce 199;
doauments detaling economic and sodal benefits to the town
are available for inspection. On paper, the scheme promi ses
impressve and spedacul ar redevd opments to a long-negleded
area of atown sally gill living in the 20th century, continually
resisting change. A ccepting the need to changewould bring the
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“1t should bele&t well adone, |

managed as a child - 50 years ago!”

opportunity to replace some of the 350 jobs log when the Daity
closed in the 1980s.

Ellesmere is no stranger to oppodtion when it comes to
redevd opment. Pressure has been felt from disil lus oned sedions of
the community, angry & the congtrucion of several industrial units
on Oswesry Roal to allow various small locd businesses to
flourish. Whilg most would agree that such inprovements are vitd
to boger Ellesmere’s profile economic and sodal profile, there
remains anumber of ‘ traditiondists who would prefer for thetown
to ke its' deepy’ staus, subsequently avoiding the changes put on
the teble by the various devdopers. Whilg this problemis still in
devdopers minds as they prepareto ‘get the ball rolling once more,
its overal threa to the projed is far less than past wrangles over
planning permisson and possesson of surrounding land for new
access roals.

New Plans
Redevd opment of the area provides an attractive dtemative to the
continued misuse of this derelict site. The plansindude a shopping
village, leisure facilities, a 150 berth caravan pak with severd
restaurants and cafes, expected to draw around 1.5mvisitors ayear,
potertidly creating jobs and business to provide economic
opportunities for other small businessin thetown. With agreerrents
mede over land, and with permsson sewred At A

is hoped that meny AN

the %
isnecessary for e %
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be drawn to an
incressingly appealing comer of rural Shropshire, brought into
the 21st century at last after countless years of negled. It is not only
the Wharf Road areaand the Dary Creg dtetha will benefit from
the scheme however, the documents rd eased by Burbury Investment
detdl the inprovements made to sewage works, road surfaces and
traffic flow in the town as the area is opened up to commerce and
tourism
Artids impressions pidure the new enterprisein the samevein as
London's Canary Wharf, Mancheser s Quaysde or Livepool's
Albert Docks, with the providon of existing infrastructure deeming
messive congrudion works unnecessary, whilg this ‘ 9 gnificant
vigtor gateway to Ellesmere’ receives the mekeover it neals to
provide a suitably charming wdcome to a beautifully traditiond
town. As for the opposing ‘traditionaliss , who could arguethat the
modernisation of buildings like the Shropshire Union Cand
Warehouse is urwelome, with taseful renovation and the
presevation of i mportant synbads like the cand crane ensuring
tradition liveson in Ellesmere for generati ons to cone.

Editor’s note.

This piece waswritten by budding journalig, David Ardill as
part of his ASlevd English coursework..



The dam tha Joyce of Whitchurch is the ddest firm of
dockmakers in the world is often made without reference
to the fact that it was origindly established in a smal
workshop between Cockshutt and Ellesmere. As we have
seen the earliest records plece the family a Cockshutt
with a branch living & Lyned and for about a century
they were dockmaking in and aound Ellesmere. We
know that William Joyce 1692-1771 spent his entire
working life as a dockmaker in Cockshutt and that he
made a sundid for Cockshutt Church in 1724 The
churchwarden’ s accounts of Ellesmere show that he was
pad four pounds per annum to taeke over the maintenance
of the church dock when Edmund Bullock died in 1734,
Although he would have been in his forties, and
presumably still fit and active, we find tha just four years
later in 1738 he passed this job on to his twenty-year-old
son. Perhaps the income was intended to hdp John, who
had maried Deborah Slaer in Ellesmere Church tha
year, to s&t up hame. However we know that William
Joyce continued to work as a dockmaker making
longcase docks and died in 1771, just eght days dfter his
aghty-first birthday. The register shows tha his widow,
Ann, dso died within a year. According to an old locd
tradition the sundd in Cockshutt churchyard marks their
grave

Their ddest son, John Joyce continued the family
business and the records show that he looked dfter the
cdock of Ellesmere Church for 20 years 1738-1758. In
1747 he was pad 10 shillings for dtering thedid, and in
1752 he receved a further 10 shillings and sixpence to
repair it. We dso find that he caried out other work a
the church, for instance in 1740 he was pad 15 shillings
for “cutting the brasses’. That probably meant
monumentd inscriptions made on brass plates, severd of
which are still to be seen in the church. In 1747 he was
pad 3 pence “ for mending ye key of ye stegple’, and in
1766, 10 shillings* for deaning ye candlestick twice’. At
least five of his seven sons born a Cockshutt, became
dock and wa chmakers. John Joyce 1744-1809 moved to
Ruthin and Samue and Conway Joyce founded a London
branch of the business in Lombard Stret where they
made a wonderful jewdled weatch for the Emperor of
China When this wach was finished King George IV
visited their premises toinspect it.

Anocther brother, Robert, went to Dublin and then New
York. It was James Joyce, the third son of John and
Deborah Joyce who remov ed the business from Ellesmere
to Whitchurch where the firm gained internationa fame.
We do not know the exact year when the move took place
but certainly he had moved by 1782 because the entry of
his marriage to Sarah Barnett of Soulton Hal, Wem in
that year staes that he was of the parish of Whitchurch.

By 1784 he was being paid £3. 13s. to maintain the dock a
Whitchurch Church.

Evidently his parents, John and Deborah Joyce, remained
a Cockshutt until John' s deeth in 1787 when Deborah, then
a widow, went to day withther edest son & Ruthin where
shedied in 1799

One of the old chest tombs near the door of Cockshutt
Church is that of John Joyce. The memorid, inscribed on a
brass dock did, reads:
UNDERNEATH
LIETH THE REMAINS OF JOHN JOYCE
HE DIED ON 15" NOVMR. 1787 AGED 70
ALSO
ELIZABETH JOYCE SISTERTOTHE
ABOVE JOHN JOYCE
DIED 12. SEPTEMBER 1792
AGED 72.

It has been suggested that the dock in the tower of
Cockshutt Church was made as a memorid by fdlow
cdockmakers, Bullock and Davies of Ellesmere. It is dated
1789 and was the gift of a catan Mr. Roger Jones of
London.

Christopher Jobson

Put a nametoa Face

Thanksto Mr Brian Walker for this snap from the pad. |
Can you name any of the bandsmen (or women)?

Last Words—Always have a long word up your sleeve. Try these out for size:-
FLOCCINAUCINIHILIPILIFICATION - An estimate ofsomething worthless i.e. nothing.
Or SESQUIPEDALOPHOBIA - Fear of long words
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