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Editorial  

 
Welcome to ‘M ere News’  No 20, Spring 2002.  
 
By the time you read this, Easter will have been and gone and you will be heartily sick of chocolate 
(perhaps). 
 
As I write, the sun is shining and although we have had night frosts, we have had a couple of weeks of 
dry settled weather and judging by the buzz of the lawn mowers in the air, everyone, or almost 
everyone, has had a chance to make their excursions into the garden. Even our own garden, which has 
been waterlogged all winter, is at last dry enough to mow the lawns. 
 
The daffodils have been magnif icent again as have the almonds and cherries, giving us an uplifting 
splash of colour. Spring, I think, is my favourite season, although I find myself looking forward to a 
bit of warmth this Summer. 
 
So, what’s been happening in Ellesmere? Once again, not a lot it seems. As far as ‘M ere News’  is 
concerned, we have published our first ‘Bumper Quiz’ , with a first prize of £20. It is available from 
any member of the production team and at El lesmere Infol ink. Our production costs are rising, so we 
are looking at ways of financing further issues and the quiz is our first attempt at supplementing our 
present funding.  
 
Please try the Quiz, it costs £1 and it will give you hours of pleasure, trust me, I compiled i t!  
 

Terry Cartlidge 
Editor 

 size A4 A5 A6 A7 A8 

 per  issue £25 £15 £10 £7 £4 
 Feature posi ti on *  

Inside front or back 
cover 

£30 £20 £15 £10 £6 

       
 For   3 issues £60 £35 £25 £15 £10 
 Feature posi ti on *  £75 £50 £35 £20 £15 

Statutory disclaimer  
A l l adver ts and ar ticles are published in good f ai th. We (the production team) cannot check all  the details in the ar ticles for 
accuracy or  otherwise and any views expressed are not necessari ly our  views.  Nei ther   can we be held responsible for  the actions of 
any adver tiser , now or   in the f uture. 
 
Publication dates.  
Publication dates printed in ‘ Mere News’  are approximate only. We do try to keep to our dates but, because of the way Mere News is 
produced and because we depend on outside agencies for printing and typing, delays may occur. 

� � � �� � � � 	 �
 � �
�
Please send your adverts  
requirements to  Margaret 
Lagoyianni  or any member of 
the production team  - address 
details on front  cover. 

Next Issue 

Due Out End August 2002 
 

Articles and Adverts in by end of  July 
please 

 
 Items submi tted on  Floppy disk or by emai l  

(mere_news@hotmai l .com) are much 
appreciated by the production team.   
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THE TUESDAY MARKET I N  
ELL ESMERE Early Days 

 

In July of the year 1221, King Henry III, whilst on a visit to 
Shrewsbury, gave permission to Llywellyn Lord of the 
Manor of Ellesmere to hold a weekly market in the town on 
Tuesdays. To this end Llywellyn was given a charter of 
which, unfortunately, no copy survives. However, one of 
the conditions of this charter was that it remained in force 
“ until the King came of age”. Henry I II had been born in 
1207. There is reason to believe that a further grant of 
permission to hold a market was made by King Edward IV  
who reigned from 1460 to 1483.  
  
It seems likely that the market was suspended for some 
years in the mid-sixteenth century. The King’ s Librarian 
John Leland (1506-1552) who was also the King’ s 
Antiquary (appointed in 1534) is believed to have visited 
Ellesmere in 1542 on his tour of England. In his report to 
the King, Leland says of the town: 
“ From Ellesmere wher was a castell and a very fair poles 
may be. Ellesmere hath four streates of meatly good 
building, privileged with it faires but no cummun market 
now.”  
  
In 1595, the Manor of Ellesmere was bought  
from the Stanley family by Sir Thomas 
Egerton who was created Baron Ellesmere in 
1603. Eventually, a charter to hold a 
Tuesday Market and fairs in Ellesmere was 
granted “ in the fourtieth year of our reign” 
on 9th June 1598 to Sir Edward Kynaston 
(see A Rough Translation of the Elizabethan 
Charter) in St Mary’ s Church. A later 
charter was received from Cromwell in 
August 1656. 
 
Records of around 1720 tell us that the town 
hall cum market hall was situated adjacent to 
the market place (now known as The 
Square) and was “ a colition of ancient Salop 
type on arches with market underneath and 
School above”. During the 1720s and 1730s 
substantial repairs were carri ed out. 
Duncombe, the Bridgewater Estate agent, is 
recorded as having paid out the sum of £62-
2-7 during the period 1727-1728. However,  
in 1760, the hall needed to be re-built. The 
original style was retained and more than 
107,000 bricks were used at a cost of £41-9-
6. 
When Pennant visited Ellesmere in 1773 he 
made the following comments: “ The place 
has little to boast of except its situation” and 
“ The principal trade is that of malting the 
barley of the neighbourhood being 
remarkable good”. 
 
A picture post-card printed in Saxony about 
1920 is a reproduction of a painting of the 
town market and is entitled “ Ellesmere a 
hundred years ago” (therefore of 1820) and 

reveals a three-storied hal f-timbered building situated a l ittle 
further forward than the current “ old” Town Hall in front of 
which traders and their stalls (sometimes called “ standings”) 
are well in evidence. It seems likely that in the Ellesmere 
market place of the early 19th century a Saturday market also 
took place sell ing a variety of goods including fruit, 
confectionery, bacon, cheese, and meat as well as butter, 
poultry and eggs. The market place ceased to be a venue for 
bull-baiting in 1815. In the same year, Edward Davies was 
being paid eleven shil l ings per annum for care of the Town 
Hall clock. It is interesting to note the comments of a visitor 
to Ellesmere in the year 1821:  
 
“ It is a neat clean town and rendered exceedingly beautiful 
by the fine wood-fringed lake which comes close to its walls; 
it has a good market the principal articles of which are 
apples, flax, and stockings; the chief trade of the town is of 
malting and tanning.”   
Prior to 1860, Market Street in Ellesmere was known as 
“ Swine Market Street” by virtue of the fact that on fair days 
pigs, sheep and calves for sale were placed in pens fastened 
to the iron palings of The Willows and nearby properties. 
This was all very close to All inson’ s Brewery (formerly an 
extensive timberyard) which became the Rennet Works after 
1918.  
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On Monday, June 18th, 1832, a public dinner was held 
at the Bridgewater Arms Hotel to celebrate the laying 
of the “ First Stone” (though posters advertizing the 
event do not disclose the identity of the layer) of the 
new Town Hall which was to be built at the expense of 
Charlotte, Countess of Bridgewater (died 1849 and 
widow the 7th Earl) and managed by a succession of 
the estate’ s agents. The agent at that time was Robert 
Clarke whose name was one of five at the foot of the 
above posters. Half past two would be the time of the 
stonelaying ceremony and dinner would be on the table 
at three o’ clock precisely at a cost of seven shil l ings 
per head.  
  
The hall was completed in 1833 and provided (on the 
first floor) a spacious room available for magisterial  
and social purposes. On the ground floor was space to 
hold the Tuesday market being mainly the buying and 
sell ing of butter, cheese, eggs and poultry as well as 
fruit, vegetables and grain in appropriate season. The 
cost of the building was about six thousand pounds, 
but, even so, it soon proved to be too small and by the 
mid-1870s market stallholders were overflowing into 
the street. Rather strangely the 1863 and 1870 editions 
of Kelly’s Directory l ist very few traders of “ Market 
Place”, Ellesmere. It may well have been that most of 
the people sell ing produce at the Tuesday market were 
farmers and smallholders and did not consider 
themselves to be market-traders. 
 
By the middle of the 1870s, it was obvious that a new 
Market Hall would have to be built in Ellesmere. 
Bridgewater Estate records for 1879 show that 34 
perches of land in Scotland Street and 29 perches of 
land described as being “ behind Wharf Road cottages”  
were made available for the new building. It is unclear 
whether this land was given or sold to the Local Board 
as a site for the new hall. Costing about £2,000 and 
opened by Pury Cockayne Cust on 23rd December 
1879, it was described as “ a large and plain building of 
red brick”. 
 
A little known use of the Market Hall occurred in 1914 
when a request was made to the Urban District Council 
of Ellesmere (by whom we do not know) to hire the 
hall each night for six nights every week at a charge o f 
ten shill ings for the purpose of giving what were 
described as “ cinematograph shows”. The intended 
hirers were told rather sharply by the Council that 
“ Ellesmere did not need Cinematograph Shows every 
night”. However, they were will ing to hire out the hall 
for four nights each week at a nightly cost of only five 
shil l ings.  
Details of more recent activities in Ellesmere’ s Market  
Hall can be found in No. 5 of Twentieth Century 
Ellesmere published by the Ellesmere Society in 2001. 
 
Stanley Horton 
 
 

 
Candles  

Gifts 
Make-up 

Incense Sticks   
Fragrance Oils 

Fashion Jewellery 
Candle Holders 

Simmering Granules 
Body Jewellery 

Loaf and Loofah Soaps 
Bath Bombs and Torpedoes 

And much more 
 
 

Come for a browse 

New shop 
Now open in  

Ellesmere 
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Nostalgia – Part I I  
 

Following on from the art icle in ‘ Mere News’  No 19 
here is another example of manual work (or drudgery). 
This t ime, the date is February 1947 and the place is 
North London. The sacks tell us this, these tall sacks 
were common in the South East of England and quite 
rare elsewhere. 
 
Winter 1947 was very bitter and prolonged with large 
falls of snow all over Britain. The snows started in 
early February with blizzard condit ions in many areas 
and continued through March into early April.  
This picture poses several questions, for instance: 
normally the lorry would be backed up to the railway 

truck door and the sacks f illed on the lorry itself, thus 
cutt ing out the hard work by the two gentlemen in the 
centre of the picture. 
The machine the men are using is a type of lift . When 
the sack is full, they raise the lift  using the handle on 
the side of the thing (later models were motorised) then 
the sack is carried on the back of one of the men, up the 
steps onto the back of the lorry making double work.  
 
The explanation - as I see it. These men are emptying 
the wagon to avoid demurrage charges (the railways 
allowed two working days to empty a wagon free, after 
that a charge was made to ensure a quick turn round). 
The men are not weighing the fuel (it ’ s coke, by the 
way) so the fuel is being stocked away from this siding. 
The wagon itself is a Scott ish based one and the door is 
only 4 planks high, each plank measuring 7”  making 
the door only 2 ft 4”  high, the sacks are higher than that 
and judging by the sacks in the foreground, they are 
frozen, making them very diff icult to handle. 
 
You will notice the size of the shovel, usually a size 10 
and the fact that, despite the bitter cold, none of these 
men is wearing gloves. A hardy breed no doubt! 
 
Ter ry Cartli dge  

THE INNER WHEEL 
�
A new Inner Wheel Club was 
formed in Ellesmere last year. 
They have 18 members at present 
and welcome new members, the 
only proviso being a connection 
with the Rotary International 
through a partner , father , 

grandfather etc. Since their formation, the ladies 
have supported various local and international 
charit ies. Meetings are held on the f irst Wednesday 
of every month and anyone interested may contact 
Elizabeth Hitchen, telephone 01691 624974 for 
more information. 
 
Heather Poll  
Inner Wheel  of  Ellesmere Club Correspondent  
 

 
 

BALMER GROVE PLANTS 
Welshampton 

 
We are on the B5063 

Wem / Welshampton road 
 

I nteresting hardy and unusual cottage  
garden plants, mainly herbaceous 

perennials, all  carefully home grown in 
loam based compost. 

 
 

Nick  &  Gill Eleftheriou 
01948 710 403 

 
Open Fri  to Mon, closed Thurs. 
Please ring to visit other  days. 

 
 

“ Quotable Quotes”  
 
‘ Have you ever noticed that on those rare 
occasions when you need turpentine, the can, 
which you bought in 1978 and have been 
moving from house to house ever since, is 
empty?’  -Dave Barry 
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Furniture Scheme opens its 
doors in Wem 

 

On November 29th 

2001 the Nort h 

Shropshire Furniture 

Scheme was off icially 

launched from its new 

base in Wem. Set up 

to collect unwanted 

items of furniture and 

household items from 

across the North 

Shropshire district and to redistribute them through a 

referral system, the scheme has been operating on a 

small scale since  last February. 

 
Where has the project come from? 

A project aiming to re-use and recycled unwanted 

furniture and household items has recently set up its 

base on the Wem Industrial Estate. Init ially stemming 

from ideas put forward by a range of organisations at a 

public meeting last November, the project gained 

Charitable status in May and has received funding from 

a variety of sources. In September we took over the 

lease on an industrial unit in Wem, set up a small off ice 

and appointed a project development Manager and 

Administrative Co-ordinator to develop and run the 

scheme. 
What do we do? 

The scheme has been set up to collect items of furniture 

and household items from the public and to re-distribute 

these items to people experiencing diff icult ies through a 

referral system. A wide range of organisations from the 

Cit izens Advice Bureau to the Churches, from Social 

Services to SSAFA have been contacted and are 

beginning to make referrals. We hope to make a real 

difference to peoples lives by providing items for the 

home that perhaps many of us take for granted but that 

not everyone has access to. 

 
Who benefi ts? 

We are often asked about the ‘type’  of people who are 

referred to us. Our referral agencies ask us to support 

anyone experiencing diff icult ies, young or old, single 

or married, families and individuals, vict ims of crime 

or f ires, those recovering from illness or entering the 

community following a period of institut ionalization. 

All our beneficiaries must be in receipt of state 

benefits and must be referred to us by one of a large 

number of organisations. 

 

How can you hel p? 

Our success so far is mainly due to the generosity of 

the people of North Shropshire who have given a 

wi de range of unwanted items to be redistributed to 

others facing diff icult circumstances. We will be glad 

to take donations of most of the items you would f ind 

in any home. There are, however, some items we must 

refuse either because they are too large or because we 

are not able to give them out. At the moment we 

cannot take gas appliances, iron framed beds, large 

double wardrobes, si deboards, units with glass doors 

where the area of glass is larger than an A4 sheet of 

paper (ll” x 8”). We are happy to take sheets, towels, 

crockery, kitchen utensils and anything else that 

makes a house a home. We would also be happy to 

talk to anyone with a few hours to spare to help us run 

the project. There are lots of opportunit ies to help us 

to help others including assisting with collections and 

deliveries, answering the phone, sort ing out the items 

we have in the store, preparing referrals and helping 

to organize the running of the scheme. Please contact 

us if  you can help in any way, we will be glad to hear 

from you. 

 

I f  you would like to make a donation, offer your 

valuable t ime or just hear more about the scheme 

please contact either Karen Jones or Fiona Ashley 
on 01939 234222 on Wednesdays and Thursdays 

between 9 am and 3 pm. 

 
In a British hotel, the words “ can I help you 
sir?”  means roughly “ What the hell do you 
want?” ’ – Kingsley Amis 
 
‘ Veni Vidi Visa (we came we saw we went 
shopping).’  - Jan Barrett 
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The Embroiderers Guild 
 

The latter end of 2001 was busy for the Oswestry and 
District Branch of the Embroiderers Guild, who visited 
exhibitions at Birkenhead and Voirney in October, made 
Beaded Tassels with Jenny Thomas in November and 
ended the year with Members Night in December. 
The New Year started well with an entertaining and 
informative talk by well-known “ Militant Seamstress” 
Sarah Thursfield whose hand-sewn medieval clothing and 
samplers of fine embroidery were the envy of all. 
A workshop-Silk Paper-making, by Dee Highfield was well 
attended and thoroughly enjoyed. In February Margaret  
Webb (felt-maker) demonstrated felt-making and made a 
lovely soft piece of hand-made felt and inspired us all with 
samples of bags, hats and hangings. 
The March meeting is Friday 8th March, guest speaker 
Laura Kemshall, ‘ Embellished Quilts’. 
Future meetings: 

Friday 12 th April at 7:30pm - Guest speaker Mrs 
Elizabeth Mason ‘ A Schole-house for the Needl e’ . 
Friday 10th May at 7.30pm – Guest speaker Mr 
Jim Gaffney ‘ Textiles of the Golden Age’  
Friday 14th June at 7.30pm – Practical Evening – 
Margaret Raine – Kantha Work 

 
All meetings at the Memorial Hall, Oswestry. 
Admission to non-members £2.50 
Enquiries to: 01691 650388  

Mrs Mary War d 

Christmas Bumper Quiz Answers 
 
Whose horse? 

1. Dick Turpin 
2. The Lone Ranger 
3. The Duke of Wellington 
4. Napoleon 
5. Don Quixote 
6. Roy Rogers 
7. Alexander the Great 
8. Death 

 
Whose dog? 

9. Mr Punch 
10. Ulysses 
11. Llewellyn 
12. Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
13. Shaggy 
14. The Darling Family (Peter Pan) 

 
Whose ship? 

15. Sir Francis Drake 
16. Lord Nelson 
17. Captain Pugwash 
18. Captain Bligh 
19. Captain Cook 
20. Captain Corcoran (G& S) 

 
Brain Teasers 

21. 36 
22. polish and Polish. reading and Reading 
23. Ireland has 3 vowels, the rest only 2 
24. My team plays cricket 
25. A towel 
26. A decimal point 
27. Only once 
28. Robin Hood 
29. Nothing, the date does not exist 
30. Ruth Ellis was hanged, not hung, pictures are 

hung. Therefore the answer is false. 
 
The worthy winner  is : 
 
The Reverend Father Trevor Har vey 
El lesmere College 
 
Please accept our apologies that we did not have the 
Christmas Maths quiz answers ready for this issue . 
We aim to include them in the Summer issue. 

 L ESL IE YOUNGER 
SEPTIC TANK 

EMPTYING  
PROMPT  & EFFI CI ENT SERVICE 

L ICENCED WASTE 
CARRI ER 

� � 20 Mile Radius Served 
� � Competit ive Pr ices 

 

 
Chirk (01691)772381 

Broad Oak Farm St Martins 
Nr Oswestry SY11 3DR 
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Poetry Corner  
 

By Mrs D F Bond 
 

Winter in Ellesmere 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sitt ing in my wheelchair, feeling old and worn, 

Watching all the passers by on this cold wintry morn 
Suddenly I noticed that most of the people there 

Were toting litt le paper bags, small, white and square. 
Some were a bit larger, it  seemed older folk had them –  

But all were carried carefully, like a valuable gem. 
They held some sort of magic, of that I had no doubt 
Everyone was hurrying home to try the contents out. 

I  then and there decided, I would not be forlorn –  
I ’ d go into that chemists shop and be REBORN!! 

 

 
Spr ing 

 
We went through the gate and met Betty next door 

We stopped for a chat and that was that. 
Further along we met Grace and Harry, stayed for a while 

    raised a smile. 
We got to the town without a frown 

Talking to neighbours all the way down. 
Cheerful this and cheerful that,  no need to wear  
    your winter hat. 

Everyone happy – it  must be the sun. 
Carry on Springtime – the day is won! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A tr ibute to The Queen Mother (1900-2002) 
 

Born a Lady and one to the last 
Although One Hundred years have passed. 

So much achieved and so much given  
Ever faithful when duty driven. 

Half her life gone when she lost her man 
A new role in life – not just being a gran 
But Fifty more years being loyal and true 

To her country, her children and to me and to you. 
Deservedly missed. 

 
 

Doctor ’s Orders 
 

Just felt I ’ d like to drop a line 
To let you know we’ re keeping f ine 

Maybe we could feel lots better 
Not following diets to the letter 

 
I  think it ’ s one of our big crises 
Cutt ing down on all life’ s spices 

No oozing butter on the toast 
Sugar free marmalade at the most 
No crispy crackling on the pork 
Just a litt le lean meat on a fork 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“ And while we’ re at it , if you please 
Just keep off all the full-fat cheese”  
Pan-fried eggs and pan-fried bacon 

With pan-fried bread is just not taken 
 

Stewed apple is just not the same 
Without its pastry for a frame 

But if  we think that we can risk it  
We try a large, round, rich tea biscuit! 

 
White f ish is quite OK of course 

But much more tasty with creamy sauce 
Keeping f ine, I think I said 

Maybe I should have stayed in bed! 
And not written you this hungry rhyme 
To remind us of past meals sublime! 

 
(Written to my sister a few weeks after being put on diets 

for cholesterol and diabetes). 
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The Institute of 
Groundsmanship 

 
Shropshire Branch 
 
The Shropshire Branch was formed in 1981 and is part of 
the National Organisation IOG which is the leading body 
that represents all those involved in groundsmanship, 
greenkeeping, turfculture, landscaping, horticulture and 
amenity management. 
Our aim is to give practical support to all our members 
through the provision of a wide range of provisional  
services. 
We have different membership categori es to suit all needs. 
They include Full, Professional Associ ate, Corporate,  
Trade, Affi l iate, Student and Junior (both free), and 

Amateur Associate. 
Amateur Associate membership of the IOG is available to 
any individual who has a part time, voluntary or serious 
amateur interest in groundsmanship, sports turf or lawn 
management. 
Membership benefits include a warm welcome to regular 
meetings, visits and field days arranged by the Shropshire 
Branch throughout the year. At these you will be abl e to 
meet and exchange ideas with other amateur associates, 
experienced professionals and trade suppliers. 
You will also receive a FREE monthly copy of the 
Groundsman magazine to help you to keep up to date with 
latest sportsturf developments and events. 
Other membership benefits include free legal advice, 
reductions on IOG training courses and examinations, free 
entrance to IOG shows and discounts when using IOG 
consultants. 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Shropshire Branch of 

the Institute of Groundsmanship was 
recently held at Shrewsbury Cricket 
Club.  
M r Ken Spiby was re-elected 
President and other offi ces are: 
Chairman – Jim Thompson, Oswestry 
Secretary – Ian Morris, Whittington, 
(Ellesmere College grounds) 
Treasurer – Mike Lewis, Albrighton 
Vice-Chairman – Berwyn Evans, 
Shrewsbury  
 
Committee members are Messrs.  
Chris Jones, West Felton; Ni ck 
Will iams, Llanymynech; Pat Cross, 
Llanymynech; Gary Edwards, Bob 
Bolland, Shrewsbury; Richard Jones, 
Caersws; Roger Meehan, Telford. 
 
The Branch has many members 
t h ro ug ho ut  Sh ro pshi r e an d 
nei ghbouri ng Counti es. L ocal 
members include Mowrite, Ellesmere, 
Brow Golf Club, Ellesmere College 
(4) Dudl eston Heath (1). Any 
interested persons are welcome to 
attend meetings we arrange during the 
year. 
 
The Branch has an Amateur Associate 
category which should be of interest to 
part ti me Groundspersons and 
Greenkeepers. 
 
Further details from  
Ian Morris 07950 454367 
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Between the Wars  
(Continued from issue 19) 

 
Soon after I went to the Wharf  School, World 
War 1 broke out, and Donald Quin, a master at the 
school, soon answered the call to ‘ join up’ , and I 
well remember him visit ing the school in his dark 
blue uniform and pillbox hat whilst on leave. I 
believe, soon after his visit, he was off to the front 
in France, and was one of the fortunate ones to 
survive that terrible carnage. I also remember 
being on Wrexham Station soon after the war had 
started and a train load of 500 or so of the Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers were being seen off by relatives 
and friends. It was all very bewildering and 
excit ing to me, because everyone was shouting 
and cheering and saying they would be back soon. 
I also remember a few weeks later someone telling 
my mother that nearly all of them had been killed 
or wounded. 
 
German prisoners were brought to the town to 
work on the farms, and were housed in what was 
known as ‘The Dead House’  at the Workhouse. 
This was a 3-storey square building. It stood in its 
own piece of ground with access to it  from the 
Workhouse and from the road leading from 
Haughton. It  looked as gloomy as its principle use, 
which was to house those who died in the 
Workhouse until burial was arranged in the 
cemetery. Going back to its use by the German 
prisoners, part of the land in which the house 
stood was used as a burial ground for German 
prisoners who died there, and I seem to remember 
a stone cross being erected. I wonder if  it  is st ill 
there, or if  not, what happened to it . 
 
During World War 1 there was a period when a 
large number of farm fires occurred. German spies 
were blamed, and one farmer, who was a retired 
Cavalryman, paraded each night on horse back 
and with drawn sword. He did this every night 
until he thought the danger was passed. The f irst 
night he went to bed his farm went on f ire. 
 
Of course, the f ire engine at this t ime was pulled 
by two horses. Horses were usually kept in the 
Wharf Meadow. Some horses were easy to catch 
and some not so easy. It  was said that one 
particular pair of horses was so good that when the 
f ire bell started ringing the two horses would trot 
up to the gate and wait. The Brigade was a 
voluntary one and each f ireman, on hearing the 
bell, would rush to the f ire station and collect a 
tally. Possession of a tally would entit le him to a 
fee for attending the f ire. I believe the fee was 

based on so much for the f irst hour and so much for each 
hour after, plus a turning out fee. A f ire, part icularly a 
farm fire, was a great occasion and crowds turned out to 
see the f iremen dashing in on their bikes to collect the 
tallies. A great cheer would go up from the crowd as 
each f ireman arrived, leaping off his bike in a great skid, 
lett ing the bike run on he cared not where so long as he 
collected the coveted tally. An even greater cheer would 
go up as the horses arrived, but the greatest cheer would 
go up when the engine rolled away pulled by the two 
galloping snorting horses. It  was a great sight, 
part icularly if  the farm was not far away because Harry 
‘ Notchy’ Beddow the stoker, would already be standing 
precariously at the rear of the engine busy stoking up; 
the lurid glare of the f ire shining brightly from the open 
stoke hole if it  was a night f ire. Mr Beddow was the 
chief stoker and he would stand on a step at the rear of 
the engine and see to it that steam was ‘ up’  when the 
brigade reached the f ire. He had this off to a f ine art, 
and, depending on how far away was the f ire, so would 
Mr Beddow j udge when it was t ime to light the f ire. 
However, on one occasion he ‘misfired’  so to speak. The 
f ire was at a farm Frankton way at night, and the f ire 
engine roared up the Brow and eventually landed at the 
f ire. The f iremen in front immediately jumped off the 
engine and prepared to pump water on the f ire, but, alas, 
no steam and no Mr Beddow, and it later transpired that 
he had fallen off halfway up the Brow. 
 

Norman Dawson  
repr inted by kind permission of  Mrs Dawson 
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Annual Hospice Walk  
 

We would like to offer 
our grateful thanks to all 
those who took part in 
the 10th Annual Hospice 
Walk last August and we 
are delighted to report 
that over £9,500 was 
raised on the day for this 
very worthy local cause.  
The total amount raised 
by the Annual Walks 
now exceeds t he 

magnif icent sum of £100,000.   
 
The Hospice is only able to function thanks to the 
generosity of the local community it 
serves.  With that in mind, we are 
now planning this year’ s walk and, 
with the end of the Foot &  Mouth 
Disease restrict ions, we are able to 
return once again to the country. This 
year, with the kind cooperation of 
Ellesmere College, we are organising 
a stroll through the picturesque 
countryside around the Meres on 
Sunday 15th September .  Many who 
took part in last year’ s event greatly 
enjoyed the historical notes provided 
for the walk around Shrewsbury so, 
by popular request, we will  be doing 
something similar this year.  We have 
many other ideas to make this a very 
special and enjoyable afternoon for all 
those taking part so please make a 
note of the date in your diary and 
watch out for further announcements.  
We look forward to welcoming 
friends old and new but, if you are 
unable to do the walk yourself, please 
consider sponsoring someone who 
can.  All the money we raise goes 
directly to the Shropshire &  Mid-
Wales Hospice to benefit not just 
those who require inpatient care but 
also those who regularly attend the 
Day Care Centres throughout the 
region.  Thank you. 
 

Elaine Jones 
Hospice W alk Commi ttee 

 

Meres Visitor  Centre 
 

Guided Town walks 
 
Guided town walks are available on certain 
Bank Holiday  Sundays / M ondays, starting 
at the Visitor Centre. The walks last for 
about 1 hour and start at around 2.00 p.m.  
Please  call the Visitor Centre for detai ls of 
dates, on  

 
01691 622981 
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Local Know ledge  Quiz 
����

Additional  to the Bumper Quiz sheet on sale at £1 from the Ellesmere InfoLink, here are a few local  
knowledge questions, set by Mr Stan Horton. One of our  valuable prizes will go to the winner of this quiz. 
 
1.  In 1953 Lord Brownlow made the Mere and Cremorne Gardens the subject of a Deed of Gift. What was 

his Lordship’ s full name? 
2.  In which year was Morning Service broadcast from St Mary’ s Church? 
3.  Who wrote the disguised account of life in Ellesmere in the early Twentieth Century entit led ‘The Gentle 

Years’ ? 
4.  What was the name given to Ellesmere in ‘The Gentle Years’ ? 
5. What industry preceded the cheese factory adjacent to the Canal Wharf? 
6. Which Ellesmere Public House changed its name as a  result of fundraising activit ies in order to build the 

Ellesmere Canal? 
7. Who was the f irst Mayor of Ellesmere? 
8. What was the denomination of the since demolished chapel in Watergate Street? 
9. Name the year in which the Ellesmere Exhibit ion was held. 
10. Which water bird – present on the Mere in modest numbers – was seriously persecuted in the 19th Century 

due to its plumage being a popular form of decoration in ladies headwear? 
 

Answers to the Editor please by July 31st 2002. 
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At  The Trotting Mare,  Overton 
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 *   Eat as much as you like *  
For only—£5.50 

 
Buffet wil l  consist of: 
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For  further detai ls please telephone :     The Trotting Mare on 01978 710743 
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Fenn’s, Whixal l &  Bettisfield M oss National Nature Reserve.  
Events – 2002 

Come on one of our  events, or explore the Mosses and Llangol len Canal  at any time by 
fol lowing the MOSSES TRAI LS, from Morris’s Bridge or Roundthorn Bridge. 

 
1.  Sun 21 April – Birds of the Mosses Guided walk - Manor House 2 pm. Estelle Hughes and Eric Marsh -  to celebrate 

Natura 2000 Green Week 
2.  Sun June 2 - Mending the Mosses Guided walk - (Cotton Sedges)- Manor House 2 pm Pete Boardman – to celebrate 

National Environment Week 1 – 9 June. 
3.  Sat June 15 - National Moth Night Guided Walk – 9 pm, World’ s End, Bettisfield Moss – Shropshire Moth Group to 

celebrate National Moth Night (past Vin Halls) 
4.  Sunday June 23 - Dragonfly Guided walk - Manor House 2 pm Pete Boardman 

- to celebrate Backyard Biodiversity day 21 June  www.biodiversityday.org.uk 
5.  Sat July 13 - Moth, bat and nightjar walk night – 9 pm Bettisfield Railway Station- Pete Boardman 
6.  Sun July 28 10.30 – 4.30– Writing on the Mosses – a creative writing day 10.30 – 4.30 – tutored by Gladys Mary 

Coles author of ‘ The Echoing Green’   - to celebrate International Bog Day £2-50 (please book in advance) 
7. Wed Aug 14 - Bog Creature Biodiversity Workshop - Manor House 9.30 am – 4 pm Pete Boardman and Ian 

Cheeseman £2-50 (please book in advance) 
8. Sat 24 Aug -  National Bat Day Moth and Bat Evening – Shropshire Moth Group – 9pm, Morris’ s Bridge - to 

celebrate National Bat Day 
9.  Sun 22 Sept - Fungal Foray on Whixall Moss – 2 pm Morris’ s Bridge Roy Mantle, Shropshire Fungus Group 
10. Sun 20 Oct - British Woodcarvers Woodcarving on the Mosses day (including walk to fetch bog pine)– Manor House 

11am - 3.30 pm David Gerty 
11. Creatures of the Mosses Slide Show- J L Daniels 

Wed Nov 6 – Bettisfield Vil lage Hall 7.30 – 9.00 pm 
Tues Nov 19 – Whixall Social Centre 7.30 –9.00 pm 
Thurs Nov 28 – Bronington School 7.30 – 9.00 pm 

12. Sun 15 Dec -  Xmas Biodiversity Task  - pine seedling pull ing, take away  tree seedlings, Xmas trees and Yule  logs – 
Manor House  10.30 am – 1.00 pm Pete Boardman 

For details contact:  Joan Daniels 01948 880 362   or   e-mail joan.daniels@english -nature.org.uk 
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SUM M ER  in  
SHROPSHIRE GARDENS 

 
By Gill Eleftheriou 
 
As we welcome summer again, we also reap the benefit 
of past labour in the garden. Now, surely, is a time to sit 
back and relax, enjoying the exuberance of our world— 
renowned British gardens. 
 
As well as our own individual patch, we also have many 
opportunities to enjoy other gardens in the area. An ever 
increasing number are open to the public at some time 
during the summer months. At the top of the pile are the 
stately acres of National Trust properties, such as 
Attinqham Hall and the acclaimed Powis Castle. 
 
On our last visit to Powis, a coach party of Japanese 
tourists was marvell ing at the sights. I suppose that, 
being on our doorstep, we do rather take it for granted.  
 
A number of other renowned gardens in the area are also 
open during summer months. They include the Dorothy 
Clive Garden, Hodnet Hall Gardens, Wollerton 
Old Hall Garden and the less well— known, but 
very atmospheric, Glansevern Hall Gardens. 
 
Details can be found in a free booklet, Shropshire 
Gardens and Nurseries, which is published by 
Shropshire County Council and available in 
Ellesmere from Infolink and from Tourist 
Information centres. 
 
These large show gardens, usually under the care 
of professionally trained horticultural staff, are but  
the top tier of a selection of interesting local 
gardens which are opened for viewing. 
 
The National Gardens Scheme arranges a full  
summer programme of gardens to visit in 
Shropshire. It has just published a free leafl et for 
2002, also available from Info Link. 
 
Many of these gardens are lovingly tended by 
devoted amateur gardeners, without formal  
training but with a wealth of knowledge of all the 
plants which they grow. 
 
A number of vil lages also occasionally organise 
garden trails, when private gardens are fl eetingly 
on display. 
 
This year, for example, our own vil lage,  
Welshampton, wil l have a trail taking in around 11 
gardens on 13th and 14th July. Ploughman’ s 
lunches and cream teas will be served, with the 
aim, as in all cases, of boosting local charity funds. 
 

These open days are a wonderful opportunity to enjoy the 
beauty of our local gardens and countryside, at very l ittle 
expense, but at the same time contributing to deserving local  
causes.   
 
They also provide the chance to pick up ideas on design and 
planting combinations. A camera and notebook can be very 
useful to record any particularly pleasing cameos.  
 
These knowledgable local gardeners are a mine of helpful  
information and are only too happy to discuss their plants with 
other interested gardeners, beginners as well as the more  
experienced. So do take the opportunity to enjoy their 
hospitality and cream teas!  
 

 
Terse Verse 

The spring is sprung, 
The grass is ris 

I wonder where the boydies is? 
They say the boyd is on the wing 

But that’ s absurd, the wing is on the boyd! 
 

SMALL  ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS 
by appointment 

 
 

WEEKDAYS 
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm – 6.00pm 

 
 

SATURDAYS 
10.00am —10.30am 

 
FARM & HORSE VISITS 

AVAILABLE 
 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Blakemere 
Veterinary Centre 
12 Talbot Street 
Ellesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0HQ 
 
Tel:  (01691) 622201 
Fax; (01691) 622118 
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WELSHAMPTON COUNTRY GARDEN SAFARI  
in aid of 

The Mere Day Centre &  
Friends of Welshampton School 

 
Saturday 13 & Sunday 14 July.  12 to 5 p .m. 

 
We invite you to come and visit gardens in and around the village of Welshampton on Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 
July.  There will be at least ten gardens with landscapes of great variety and interest for you to look around that 
include tradit ional fragrant colourful summer borders, stunning shrubberies, wildl ife and ornamental ponds, 
kitchen gardens and restful lake and woodland walks. 
 
Interesting and unusual cottage garden perennials, indoor plants and home-grown produce will be on sale at 
various gardens. 
 
In addit ion there will be fantastic f loral arrangements on show in St. Michael’ s &  All Angels Church and also the 
colourful rag rugs made by local people, showing village life, past and present.  
In some gardens there will be quiet spots for you to relax and enjoy a cup of tea, homemade cakes and cream 
scones. Garden Guides, which includes a route map and a brief description of each garden, will be on sale at the 
Village Hall. You can browse a photo display board giving you an insight into some of the many interesting 
features in our open gardens whilst enjoying a Ploughmans lunch or a cup of tea or coffee before you start. 
Lunches £1.50, Tea or coffee 50 pence. 
 
For the children : There will be a picture display board in the Village hall detailing all the animals children are 
likely to spot in our Big Game Hunt. 
 
 An animal will be located in prominent posit ions in each garden and small prizes will be offered for completed 
correct entries.     Entrance to event  £2, children free  
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Letters to the Editor 
 

North Shropshire is a GM oil seed rape 
‘ hot spot’  

 
Bagley, Hinstock and Wem are about to have GM farm trial 
crops planted after the 15th March. This will be the 3 rd GM 
oil seed crop to be planted in Bagley on the same farm. 
 
We have been campaigning against these crops for almost 12 
months but have made little progress in persuading the 
farmer not to take part in these trials. There are 23 licensed 
or in conversion organic farmers and market gardeners in 
North Shropshire whose livelihoods are at risk by GM crops 
being grown in the area. Protests have been made to DEFRA, 
local MP Owen Paterson, MEPs, local Parish Councils, 
North Shropshire District Council, letters to the press and a 
protest march, but no-one is l istening. On March 1st a few of 
our group met Owen Paterson MP for North Shropshire and 
he is of the opinion that organic, conventional and GM 
farming can all exist in North Shropshire. How can this be 
possible? Bees can carry GM pollen at least 6 miles and 
other animals, birds and insects wil l also spread the pollen 
from one farm to another. In the USA where farms are so 
vast it may be possible but our farmers are all close 
neighbours and it would be impossible to stop cross 
poll ination to the next farm. 
 
The whole GM technology is shrouded in mystery, intrigue 
and uncertainty and controlled by the large biotech 
companies, who not only provide the seed but also the 
herbicide and pesticide used in the trials. No one knows what 
effect these trials have on our health, wild l ife or the 
environment and until more experiments are carri ed out 
under proper scienti fic conditions and these crops are proved 
to be safe the Government must stop using us as guinea pigs 
and our countryside as an experimental zone.  
 
Wales have declared themselves a GM free country but they 
are in close proximity to North Shropshire and therefore 
could also be affected. Organi c and conventional growers 
must have the right to grow non GM crops if they so wish 
and the public must have a choice of eating non GM food. 
The Government’ s latest idea about farming is not to grow 
more, we are not short of food, but to pay farmers to look 
after our countryside. GM crops do not fit into this concept 
for the future of farming. 
 
We have formed a GM free North Shropshire group because 
we feel that if no one questions the Government on this issue 
and lets them know how strongly we oppose their GM policy 
they wil l go ahead with commercial planting and there wil l 
be no turning back. Once we have GM contaminated 
material in our environment it wil l always be there and if it 
proves to be a problem it wil l be too late. 
I f you are interested in joining the GM free North Shropshire 
register please contact Wendy Jones 01939 270285 
 
Yours Sincerel y      Wendy Jones Mrs. 
Chapel House Farm  
Cockshutt, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 0JJ 

Memories 
 
Reading memories of Ellesmere by Norman Dawson 
prompts me to add a few more accounts of activities and 
people in Ellesmere before the War. Surprisingly, Norman 
never mentioned collecting and playing with cigarette 
cards, which were eagerly collected and swapped by boys. 
As you walked along the street you often saw discarded 
cigarette packets in the gutter which you picked up in the 
hope of finding a card which you did not possess in the 
current series, series on cars, railway engines, footballers, 
cricketers etc. Any surplus cards were used to play a game. 
One card would be stood up, lengthways, against the wall 
and participants would stand about 6-8 ft away and fl ip 
their own cards at this card trying to knock it down. If you 
succeeded, you picked up the cards already pitched and 
they became your property. These cards came in series of 
50 and today, near where I l ive in a small Somerset town, 
Somerton, which is one of the main centres for cigarette 
cards in Great Britain, complete sets of cards fetch high 
prices.  
Another activity, on coming home from school, was to 
help my grandfather who lived in one of the cottages 
below the present Comrades Club in Victoria Street. (The 
Comrades Club stands on the site of a large house and 
doctors surgery and I think the doctors name was Burton.) 
As mentioned in one of your articles, it was a common 
sight to see herds of cattle being driven through the streets. 
Not being “ house trained” their passage was marked by 
copious supplies of droppings which we collected in an old 
bucket to help ferti l ise our grandfather’ s garden. 
We had various past-times, one being a game of “ fox and 
hounds”. One boy would be the fox and would run off and 
he was given a few minutes start. We would then chase 
after him. This activity meant there were very few fat boys 
in the town. We also practised an activity which warranted 
a good clip behind the ear. Opposite Thomson’ s nursery, 
which had a hedge mounted on a wall, were cottages 
whose front doors (and doorknobs) were divided by 9” 
brickwork. We used to get some orange rope (taken from 
the crates of oranges at the greengrocers) and tie the two 
door handles together, knock on the doors then cross the 
road and hide behind Thomson’ s hedge. The people 
occupying the houses would each try to open the doors, 
but could not and their language was more often than not, 
extremely colourful and certainly irate. 
 
 Sincerel y yours ,        
  Bernard Biggs 
 
(This interesting recollection will be continued in the 
next issue of  Mere News) 

 
 
 
 
 

   Carol  Youngs 
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Money Matters 
 
Is it t ime to get back into a Share ISA 

and invest in the stock market? 
 

This was an advertorial  brought to you by  
Mere Park Associates. 

 
 
Do you feel lucky and prepared for a potentially better 
return on your money than the good old bank or 
buil ding society account? Are you the sort of person 
who checks that you have switched off all the plugs 
three t imes before you go for a day out? Do you dream 
of becoming wealthy and are prepared for possible short 
to medium term volatility? Are you happier keeping a 
litt le blue book in the drawer that shows you how much 
money you have got but without much hope of gett ing 
much more in interest than the rate of inf lat ion ? 
 
If  you have any money to invest for at least f ive years or 
longer then there is one investment you should consider, 
a tax-free individual savings account or ISA for short. 
You can save on a monthly basis as litt le as £50 per 
month or as much as £583 per month, which is the 
maximum. Alternatively, you can invest lump sums 
from £1,000, as long as you do not exceed the £7,000 
per tax year limit. The markets have taken a two-year 
hammering but it  cannot last forever and now a lot of 
city experts believe it is t ime to get back into an equity 
based I SA. 
 
However, once you have that decision made the next 
decision is even more overwhelming. That is because 
there are dozens of companies offering ISA’ s and they 
each have about twenty different ISA funds making  a 
total of about 2000 different ISA’ s to choose from. That 
is where an independent f inancial adviser comes in. 
They are trained to dist inguish between all the ISA’ s in 
the entire market and can advise on all the available 
companies and their products without bias. They receive 
a commission or you can choose to take that away and 
in doing so enhance your product by the commission 
amount and offer him a fee for their t ime instead. They 
have an obligation to advise on the most suitable plan 
and whoever they choose all ISA’ s have virtually the 
same charging structure which is normally 3% init ially 
and then 1% per year. 
 
The most appropriate choice would be a Mult iManager 
ISA, which can have a mult itude of providers and their 
funds within one single ISA package. This helps spread 
the risk and helps you have all your eggs in different 
baskets so to speak. The market has become very league 

table driven as to who has had the best performance 
which is a good indicator but certainly never to be 
taken as the best reason to pick that part icular 
company. 
 
Some facts to compliment this are the difference in 
ISA provider’ s past performance over just the last 12 
months. The best growth ISA fund made 15.04 %, 
whereas the worst lost 52.19 %. The difference was 
not because the best was a safe haven and the worst 
was a high risk emerging markets fund based in 
Si beria. Amazingly, they both invested in UK 
companies but the latter one focused more on very 
new smaller companies. This happened to the 
contrary in exactly the same way a couple of years 
ago when a few funds caught early the rise in 
technology and had enormous growth. The risk 
element to these funds was high and the upside 
potential matches the downside risk. However, a few 
ISA funds and particular sectors offer the best of 
both worlds, which means that you can have equity 
exposure but limit the downside risk by investing in 
safer less volatile funds. Most independent f inancial 
advisers now also advise clients to consider 
spreading the investment over a few instalments to 
give an even balance of the markets over t ime. The 
main criteria for choosing to look into this further is 
to ask yourself three questions; Can I afford to put 
my money away for at least f ive years and forget 
about it? Can I accept the volatility associated with 
short term movements in equit ies because the price 
of shares and the funds can go down as well as up? 
Can I afford to keep putt ing money into a low 
interest account where I pay tax on the interest?      
 
So if  you have not had the best result from the Grand 
National last weekend and want to get free 
independent f inancial advice on your next wager 
then talk to Richard Owen or Richard Evans at Mere 
Park Associates, 22 Scotland Street, Ellesmere, 
Shropshire, SY12 0EG, call 624866 or e-mail to 
rowen@merepark.com for a free independent 
consultation.  

(See advertisement on rear of Mere News for  
Mere Park contact details) 

‘ In Russia everything is forbidden, In 
Germany, everything is forbidden unless it 
is permitted. In Britain everything is 
permitted unless it is forbidden. In Italy 
everything is permitted whether it is 
forbidden or not.’ – P J O’ Rourke 
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The si te of the old Dai ry on Wharf Road, El lesmere has long 
been an issue of debate. With so much recent attention focused 
on the area fol lowing the fi re which ripped through the 
warehouse, and with so much potential  for redevelopment and 
revitalization, the people of El lesmere are sti l l  waiting for the 
changes they have been promised for so long. 
 
 

   Since the sad day of the 
Creamery closure in 1988, many 
residents of El lesmere have been 

left bemused and confused as to the plans 
afoot for the si te, allowed to decline into a derel ict 

and unsightly area, seemingly overlooked by the counci l  – 
something of a contradiction to the typical  picturesque postcard 
image of rustic El lesmere.  
 Fourteen years later, residents of El lesmere feel  i t is time that 
pressure is appl ied on those with power to act. As well  as the 
Dai ry Crest site, Wharf Road i tsel f has been in sorry and steady 
decline since the demise of the Shropshi re Union Canal , a fact  
i l lustrated by the frequent discovery of syringes in the old 
Warehouse building si tuated at the Canal  head, and the 
continuing growth of the drug problem in Ellesmere.  
 

Moonscape 
Yet more problems hit the site of the proposed development 
recently however, when the developers, Burbury Investment, 
refused to accept responsibi li ty for the road approaching the 
area, labelled a ‘dangerous no man’ s land’  by town mayor 
Averi l  McDonald, l ikening the landscape to that of the moon, 
wi th numerous potholes making access di fficul t. Shropshi re 
County Counci l  spokesman Ian Pugh claims the area is not 
owned by SCC, with the developers refusing to accept 
responsibil ity unti l  they gain planning permission. 
This is the latest in a long string of hindrances the site and the 
people of El lesmere have had to endure, culminating recently 
wi th the fi re, which is being treated as suspected arson. 
   The town rumour mi ll  has been working overtime since the 
blazing inferno on the evening of Monday 11th March, with 
‘ conspi racy theories’  ri fe, claiming that the fi re was in fact a 
calculated attempt to get the land back into the focus of the 
publ ic eye. However, the increasing levels of vandal ism in 
Ellesmere have led many to bel ieve that the incident was nothing 
other than a il l -judged practical  joke which spi ralled out of 
control . 
   Whi le numerous expl anat ions 
have been made for  
the fi re, one thing is 
cer t ai n—i t  has 
provided t he per fect 
springboard for action, and wi th so 
much at stake for the residents of El lesmere i t is 
surely about time that promises were kept and dreams real ised.  
 
 
Industrial Estate 
Burbury Investment is the company charged wi th the job of 
renovating the Dai ry Crest site, and have had numerous plans 
available for the public at Ellesmere L ibrary since 1996; 
documents detai ling economic and social  benefi ts to the town 
are avai lable for inspection. On paper, the scheme promises 
impressive and spectacular redevelopments to a long-neglected 
area of a town sadly stil l  l iving in the 20th century, continually 
resisting change. Accepting the need to change would bring  the 

opportunity  to replace some of the 350 jobs lost when the Dai ry 
closed in the 1980s. 
    
Ellesmere is no stranger to opposi tion when i t comes to 
redevelopment. Pressure has been fel t from disil lusioned sections of 
the communi ty, angry at the construction of several  industrial  uni ts 
on Oswestry Road to al low various smal l  local  businesses to 
flourish. Whilst most would agree that such improvements are vi tal 
to bolster Ellesmere’s profi le economic and social  profi le, there 
remains a number o f ‘ traditional ists’  who would prefer for  the town 
to keep i ts ‘ sleepy’  status, subsequently avoiding the changes put on 
the table by the various developers. Whilst this problem is stil l  in 
developers minds as they prepare to ‘get the ball  roll ing’  once more, 
i ts overall  threat to the project is far less than past wrangles over 
planning permission and possession of surrounding land for new 
access roads.  
 
New Plans 
Redevelopment of the area provides an attractive al ternative to the 
continued misuse of this derelict site. The plans include a shopping 
vi llage, leisure faci l ities, a 150 berth caravan park wi th several 
restaurants and cafes, expected to draw around 1.5m visitors a year, 
potential ly creating jobs and business to provide economic 
opportunities for other smal l  business in the town. With agreements 
made over land, and with permission secured, it 
is hoped that many 

n e w 
residents wi l l  be drawn to an 

increasingly appealing corner of rural  Shropshi re, brought into 
the 21st century at last after countless years of neglect. It is not only 
the Wharf Road area and the Dai ry Crest si te that wi ll  benefi t from 
the scheme however; the documents released by Burbury Investment 
detai l  the improvements made to sewage works, road surfaces and 
traffic flow in the town as the area is opened up to commerce and 
tourism.  
   Artists’  impressions picture the new enterprise in the same vein as 
London’s Canary Wharf, Manchester’ s Quayside or Liverpool’s 
A lbert Docks, wi th the provision of existing infrastructure deeming 
massive construction works unnecessary, whilst this ‘ signi ficant 
visi tor gateway to Ellesmere’  receives the makeover i t needs to 
provide a suitably charming welcome to a beauti fully traditional 
town. As for the opposing ‘ tradi tionalists’ , who could  argue that the 
modernisation of bui ldings like the Shropshi re Union Canal 
Warehouse is unwelcome, wi th tasteful  renovation and the 
preservation of i mportant symbols l ike the canal  crane ensuring 
tradi tion l ives on in El lesmere for generations to come. 
 
Edi tor ’s note.  
This piece  was written by budding journalist, David Ardil l as 

part of his AS level English course work..  

DAIR-Y WE BELIEVE IT? 
Outrage as Ellesmere Dairy site is arson-target 

“ I  want a cinema 

and McDonalds!”  

“ It should be left well alone, I 
managed as a child - 50 years ago!”   

“ The  development is necessary for the 

evolution of  the town and the facilities are 

sorely needed by residents of Ellesmere”  

“ It is a complete mess and 
quite dangerous”  
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Last Words—Always have a long word up your sleeve. Try these out for size:-  
FLOCCINAUCINIHILIPILIFICATION  -  An estimate of something  worthless i.e. nothing. 
Or   SESQUIPEDALOPHOBIA  -  Fear of long words 
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The claim that Joyce of Whitchurch is the oldest firm of 
clockmakers in the world is often made without reference 
to the fact that it was originally established in a small 
workshop between Cockshutt and Ellesmere.  As we have 
seen the earliest records place the family at Cockshutt 
with a branch living at Lyneal and for about a century 
they were clockmaking in and around Ellesmere.  We 
know that Will iam Joyce 1692-1771 spent his entire 
working l ife as a clockmaker in Cockshutt and that he 
made a sundial for Cockshutt Church in 1724. The 
churchwarden’ s accounts of Ellesmere show that he was 
paid four pounds per annum to take over the maintenance 
of the church clock when Edmund Bullock died in 1734.  
Although he would have been in his forties, and 
presumably sti l l  fi t and active, we find that just four years 
later in 1738 he passed this job on to his twenty-year-old 
son.  Perhaps the income was intended to help John, who 
had married Deborah Slater in Ellesmere Church that 
year, to set up home.  However we know that Will iam 
Joyce continued to work as a clockmaker making 
longcase clocks and died in 1771, just eight days after his 
eighty-first birthday.  The register shows that his widow, 
Ann, also died within a year. According to an old local  
tradition the sundial in Cockshutt churchyard marks their 
grave.  
 
Their eldest son, John Joyce, continued the family 
business and the records show that he looked after the 
clock of Ellesmere Church for 20 years 1738-1758.  In 
1747 he was paid 10 shil l ings for altering the dial, and in 
1752 he received a further 10 shil lings and sixpence to 
repair it.  We also find that he carri ed out other work at 
the church, for instance in 1740 he was paid 15 shill ings 
for “ cutting the brasses”.  That probably meant 
monumental inscriptions made on brass plates, several of 
which are sti l l  to be seen in the church.  In 1747 he was 
paid 3 pence “ for mending ye key of ye steeple”, and in 
1766, 10 shil l ings “ for cleaning ye candlestick twice”.  At 
least five of his seven sons, born at Cockshutt, became 
clock and watchmakers.  John Joyce 1744-1809 moved to 
Ruthin and Samuel and Conway Joyce founded a London 
branch of the business in Lombard Street where they 
made a wonderful jewelled watch for the Emperor of 
China.  When this watch was finished King George IV 
visited their premises to inspect it.  
 
 Another brother, Robert, went to Dublin and then New 
York.  It was James Joyce, the third son of John and 
Deborah Joyce who removed the business from Ellesmere 
to Whitchurch where the firm gained international fame.  
We do not know the exact year when the move took place 
but certainly he had moved by 1782 because the entry of 
his marriage to Sarah Barnett of Soulton Hall, Wem in 
that year states that he was of the parish of Whitchurch.  

By 1784 he was being paid £3. 13s. to maintain the clock at 
Whitchurch Church. 
 
  Evidently his parents, John and Deborah Joyce, remained 
at Cockshutt unti l John’ s death in 1787 when Deborah, then 
a widow, went to stay with their eldest son at Ruthin where 
she died in 1799. 
 
 
One of the old chest tombs near the door of Cockshutt 
Church is that of John Joyce.  The memorial, inscribed on a 
brass clock dial, reads: 

UNDERNEATH 
LIETH THE REMAINS OF JOHN JOYCE 
HE DIED ON 1ST NOVMR. 1787 AGED 70 

ALSO 
ELIZABETH JOYCE SISTER TO THE 

ABOVE JOHN JOYCE 
DIED 12. SEPTEMBER 1792. 

AGED 72. 
 

It has been suggested that the clock in the tower of 
Cockshutt Church was made as a memorial by fellow 
clockmakers, Bullock and Davies of Ellesmere.  It is dated 
1789 and was the gift of a certain Mr. Roger Jones of 
London. 

Christopher Jobson 

Put a name to a Face 
 

Thanks to Mr Brian Walker for this snap from the past. 
Can you name any of the bandsmen (or women)? 
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  RICHARD W  OWEN MLIA (dip) 
         Principal 
    Telephone  01691 624866 

 M obile   07867 508785 
 E-mail   rwowen@ntlwor ld.com 

 
A MEMBER OF BERKEL EY WODEHOUSE  ASSOCIATES L IMITED WHICH IS REGUL ATED BY THE 

PERSONAL  INVESTMENT AUTHORITY FOR L IFE ASSURANCE, PENSIONS AND INVESTMENTS 
BUSINESS ONL Y 


