Supported by Ellesmere T own Council

PR
\

“osgps 1°

o

Summer 2002

Ellesmere Festival September 14th & 15th

see page 4 for details

e

Pictureby D FBond

The Editor Terry Cartlidge,

Mere Insides

28 Hill Park, Dudleston Hegth, Ellesmere SY12 9LF 01691 690563

Production Team Geoff, Sue & David Ardill,

9 Spruce Close, Ellesmere SY12 9PG 01691 624331
Advertising Margaret Lagoyianni,

1 Church St, Ellesmere 01691 624470

merenews@ellesmere.info

PRINTED IMAGES ORIy

4 Church Street, Ellesmere. Telephone/ Fax (01691) 622224  Specialists

Invoice Books
Leaflets
Business Cards
Letterheads

1



3 ellesmere frames - Microzoft Internet Explorer provided by BT Internet - [wWorking Dffline]

J File  Edit Miew Favontez Toolz  Help

J Address @ C:My Documents\GeoffEllesmeretindes. htm

.

Cammunity
Contact us
Links

using Marrormedia

web desigh by @A

E ﬂﬂ Jurp o | Ellesmere Businesses _'J
info
L = :

Need a web site or just a page’P =
Contact the web designer of Ellesmere.info

free assessment of requirements
high quality design at affordable prices
redesign service — make your existing site more professional!

GA Conaultancy
www.ellesmere.info/webdes gn.htm

Email ga_oonsultants@ellesmereinfo
07762907932

&l

|@ Done

l_ l_ l_ |)'=_='$ My Computer

il Start ||J Issue 2lworking version.p... | @ Explaring - C:A\My Docume. . I!@ ellesmere frames - Mi._. H%ﬁ @g‘ﬁ@ % 16:27

And were here to help show you the way. We can point you to those better jobs. We
can help you brush up your skills, find the best local training, or begin learning again.

And if you're worried about the cost, about how you"d sort out transport, benefits,
or childcare, DON'T. We can help you with that too.

Ring sTLAG on 01743 284444

Shropshire and Telford Information, Advice and Guidance Partnership

l You can |

Want to go somewhere and do
something, but don’t know what, or
where to start?

Want better work? to
Need more training? move on?

Linking the community to learning
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Editorial

Welcometo ‘Meae News No 21, Summer 2002, and what an adtion packed Summer it has been so far.

We al enjoyed the Queen's Golden Jubilee celebrations, with all the pomp and pageartry. It was sensational
seen ontelevision; just imaginewhat it would have been liketo have beenthere.

We were away for the weekend of the Triahlon but, on the way home, we me the fird of the ¢yclissson the
A495 a Redbrook. By thistime it was raining quite heavily, we passed 600 or so of the competitors, wet
through from the swim in the Mee, in skimpy codumes and tops, half frozen and withthe run ill to do. |
admiretheir fortitude.

Then came the Regatta and with it, glorious sunshine, coinciding with my wife's birthday. We were taken to
the Garden Centrea Hadnall,then out for lunch andthen on to the Regatta.

| look forward to thisweekend and | was not disappointed. We sa onthe bank having a beer and later a cream
tea, lidening to the band and watchingthe racing. Not quite Oxford and Cambridge but very enjoyable just the
same. | an in my element onthis sort of occason. ThisisEllesmere & its best, Summer in Creanorne Gardens,
sunshine, a superb setting, good company and live music fromthe Porthywaen Band— Perfed!

And in the same area, we have been popping into the Boahouse for a coffee and teacakes. | had thought that
the Boahouse would be allowed to fall into dereliction, but no, it has been redecoraed and refurbished and
made into a valuable asset for Ellesmereagain. The interior is bright and clean, andoutsidethere is ateagarden
where you can watch the ducks and other wild life while you are supping. They also godk awide range of local

produce andvery sinful cakes and padries. Well worth avist.

At the time of writing we look forward to the Carnival and the Fedival PQ

Weekend. A busy time so enjoy it. Next |ssue

Due for Christmas

Terry Cartlidge
Artides and Adverts
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the Bumpe Quiz . You will be able to obtain the answers by sending an Items submitted on Floppy disk or by
SAE to the editor, from the library or @ www.ellesmere.info dter the email (merenews@ell esmereinfo) are

closing dateon 31st August 2002. much apprecidedby the produdion
team
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Don't worry abou the world coming
to an end today, it's already
tomorrow in Audraia- Charles
Schultz

dgn in a French regaurant ‘A 10%
discount will be gven to any
cusomea who does not atempt to
order in French’ - Leo Rogten

The tragedy of Canada isthat they
had the opportunity to have French
Cuisine, British Culture, and
American technology, ingead they
ended up with British cuisine,
American culture and French
technology. - Will Shelterly

Quotable Quotes

Rummage & TableTop Sale
At the Scout HQ
On Festival Saturday —14th Sept

r To book a place phone 01691 624331

Unexplored Ellesmere

A FREE guided walk round some of Ellesmere’s wildlife and historical sites
Meet on Wharf Road by the Canal basin

at 2.00 pm, Saturday 14" or Sunday 15" September.
A guide will lead you along the Canal tow path, past Blackwater Marina, and then through fields to The
Plantation. This nature reserve is managed by the local branch of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust, and the

Warden will meet you here to explain whatwe are aiming to achieve.

We cross Castle Fields to see the Castle Mound and its earthw orks, and here another expertwill be ready
to interpret the surroundings, and show you the view from Ellesmere’s highest point!

We then move down through trees to the Mere, where a Countryside Ranger can tell you about the flora
and fauna of this popular area. The Mere Centre offers more information, guides to the area and
souv enirs; refreshments are available at the nearby kiosk.

The walk ends here,and itisjusta ten minute walk back to the centre of town.
We hope you will come and join us, and enjoy exploring some of Ellesmere’s surroundings.

Ellesmere Branch, Shropshire Wildlife Trust




Wildlife at Ellesmere

The Ellesmere branch of the Shropshire Wildife Trust was
formed some twenty years ago. It would be difficult to
imagine a more suiteble area in which to establish a naure
consarv aion group. Though possessing neither mountains nor
seashore, (north) Shropshire contains a most interesting
assortment of flora and fauna This is lagey due to the
mixture of farmland (both pasture and arabl €) plus substantia
aeas of mixed woodland as wel as the phenomena of the
Shropshire meres which, between them, support many forms
of wildlife

Slightly further away are the
magicd mosses of Whixdl, Fenns
and Bettisfidd, hame to such exotic
beings as snakes and insect-eeting
plants. But to day closeto the town
of Ellesmere — and wha could be
much doser than Birch Road pond,
situated as it is on the edge of the
town'’ s recregtion ground?

In the last year or so, about thirty

species of hirds have been noted in

the area Most hirds seen ae of the “ garden” variety,
blackbirds and house sparrows being most frequently present
followed by greenfinches, blue tits, chaffinches and robins.
Larger birds indude the ever-present carion crow, wood
pigeons and jackdaws, as wdl a moorhens and mdlard
which may wel have just “ popped over” from the nearby
cand.

During the summer tha ddightful visitor, the spotted
fly catcher can be seen to make full use of the bare branches of
dead trees from which to make its insect-catching forays.

The aorementioned dead trees would appear to have met
their degths through drowning, the low-lying pesty ground
beng pemanently waterlogged. However, dead trees are
much appreciaed by grest spotted woodpeckers and, of
course, trees of any type ae the haunt of nuthaches.
Although these two birds are only occasiondly seen near the
Birch Road pond, they are well worth keeping a sharp |ookout
for.

A fine stand of great reed-mace grows on the marshy area as
well as ydlow flag (iris) of both wild and cultivated origins
Nearby lie a number of long aandoned dlotments. On these
and in the overgrown hedges adjoining can be identi fied quite
a vaiety of trees and bushes — holly, hawthorn, blackberry,
dder, apple, raspberry, ivy, hazd and black currant. It follows
then tha thisareais an ided environment for smdl birds — the
insect larvee found on such awide range of trees and bushes
being an gppropriae food for the birds' young.

T he edges of the pool contain an interesting selection of wild
flowers and coarse (though nonethdess atractive) grasses.
Prominent are buttercups, dongside which the ddicate lilac-
coloured petds of the cuckoo flower make quite a contrast.
Theinevitable nettles provide home and food to the colourful
peacock butterfly, the black hairy caerpillars of which can

frequently be seen in the month of June. Smadl tortoiseshdl
butterflies, as wel as red admirds and commas, dso bred
on stinging nettles.

Only a short distance from Birch Road is situated the
Ellesmere Branch’s rather inaccurady named “ Plantation”
— afew acres of stegply sloping poor quadity woodland in
which serious atempts are being made to preserve and
encourage wildlifein generd and birdlifein particular.
T hese measures indude the provision of a good number of
nesting boxes suitable for titmice and other smdl birds. In
fact in early May (of this year)
box number 34 obviously
contaned a brood of young
great tits. A nearby ancient oak
with a number of dead and
hollow branches was likewise
hometo a family of starlings. A
pleesant sight and sound of
ealy summer was tha of amde
blackcap in full view and song.

A few sycamore trees have been

removed in recent months

thereby opening up smadl

dearings which are then dther
planted with young o&ks, or other native species, or left
open to encourage ground-growing plants. To dae,
cowslips and bluebdls have taken advantage of this
situation a wdl a common vetch, speedwdl and
buttercups.

Although the Plantation occupies a rather windy spot, it is
largdy south-facing. On awarm spring day, the blackthorn
flowers a@ the bottom of the slope form a considerable
atraction to early-flying brimstone butterfiies. The sight of
these blossoms gives rise to the old faming saying of
“When the blackthorn blossoms white, sow the barley day
and night”. Luckily quite a few sycamore trees sustan a
vigorous growth of ivy which may well provide some warm
roosting places for wrens and other smdl birds during
wintertime.

Older and more mature trees dso find favour with the loca
great  spotted woodpeckers whose drumming can
sometimes be heard. Another bird with a strong liking for
tress is the rather obviously named treecresper. These smdl
brown birds with curved besks corkscrew ther way
upwards on virtudly any kind of tree then fly down to the
base of the next and start again in ther never-ending search
for food.

Habitat improvements in the Plantation are usudly caried
out by volunteer work paties under the supervision of an
experienced trust member. Further paticulars can be
obtained by atending Wildlife Trust meetings or can be
found on mereside noticeboards. Wel signposted footpaths
direct wakers through the reserve and an information board
is sited dongdde the Sandy Lane access.

Mr SHorton



Poetry Cor ner

Think of aword,
Thenthink of ancther
All you do then
Islink themtogether.
Join inthefun
Make up arhyme
Such an enjoyable way
To use up sometime

Autumn

Oh! to bein England
Now Septembers come
Fruit of the Season
Pears, Damon andthe Plum.

Blackberriesin the hedgerows
Blueberries on thehill
Corn and wheat haveded
And sent to the mill.

Nowhere could be nicer
To wait for wintersred

Its got to beour England
And our own oSy ned.

Sound Warning?

My sste’shad a“ dow-down”
Her heat refused totick
Doc says“youneed a pace-maker
We' d bette fix one quick”
Her children were delighted
Because they thought that e —

Couldn’t catch them being naughty
They' d hear he before she'd see.
| think they lived in Neverland,
I’m sureyou've read the book!
About the crocodile with histic, tic, tic,
Givingwarningsto Captain Hook.
Needlessto sy —they loved her
And were pleased she had the“ op”
She' sfeeling so much better now
Tha we're dright “ o' er thetop”

Luxury Shopping

Did | tell you about our latest buy?
A long bah ma was our acquisition.
With plenty and plenty of suckers atached
To make sure it kept in position

We actually bought a beth pillow as well
To complee our full relaxaion
It was great when Reg first sa it up
But next day ...

| rosefrommy bed in my bleary-eyedfashion
And thought | would bathe without fuss
In went the bath mat and in went |
And thought I’ d sat on an Oc-to-pus!

Themoral isclear, be sure you' re awake,
Putthe dip-ma in SUCKER SDE down
Thenwhen an ealy bah you teke—
Youwon't feel quite such a clown.

A Little Spot

Theresalittle spot in Cremorne Gardens
Where you can st al day if you vetime
Y ou could sketch anice pidure of Ellesmere Church
Or likeme— oconjure up alittle rhyme

You can dare right acrosstotheidand
Look a thetrees reaching up to the sky
I’veperonally caled it “ Heron’ s Home”
S many neds are perched way up high.

It’ sa shallow spot wherethe grass dopes down,
Andthe wate ripplesup toyour fed,
When the sun shines down it makes brilliant lights-

Asif the darsandthewaveletsmed.

The Saga of the Work bench

“Thepogman’ s brought apacel
My new workbench has arrived!
It meanstha I’ 1l be busy
Asbeesin ahive
It will takeabout an hour
To put thethingtogether



They' vedelivered it in pieces
It’ s mixed up likethe weathe”

Did hesay about an hour?
So far it has been three
Something has not gone to plan
But what’ swrong he cannot see

“I'Il try this bit the wrong way round
Then pehgsit will be right
It will not come gpart again
I’vescrewed it al too tight!

Just comeroundhereand see

If you canholdit very firm
Then| can sort of ease it round
Liketheturning of aworm
That'sit! That'sit! L& go! Le go!
| don’t want youto mix it
If | could just pu that bit there

I'm suretha | will fix it

Tha seemsOK I'll leaveit now
Although | never shirk
| thought having thiswould ease things
But it'sthe Bench tha’ smadethework
Oh No! Just look & what I'vefound
Theré s a screw upon thefloor”

On second sght | als see
Shining washers —six or more

The washers did not matter
I’'m sureh€’ snot to blame
But | am in wonder about the screw
To know from whence it came

“I'll takethebenchto the shed
Thereshould be roomto hold it”
Next minute—"“it’ Il haveto go elsewhere
I'm &raid | cannot FOLD it”

Next day we had another look
And studied the directions
We found it worked much better with
A few changes to the sections
BOTH front legs should be at the FRONT
BOTH back legs at the BACK
I'n unison they fold quite well
So we won'’ t give him the sackl

Poansand illustraions by
Mrs D Bond

NOTIN TH EGRAND AND GREAT
DO WEFIND A MERRY FATE!

We wanted just alittle car
But nothing big or flash;
We did not want to take a loan-
A quickie buy with cash!
We needed just arunabout
To pleasethewifey’ know!
We havea motor homeyou see
For shopsand tripsto go.
We did not need one spanking new
Nor fitted like a Rolls;

But no desire for aheap of junk
All rugting round with holes!

Wethought we' d start to look around,
We didn't havefar to trail,

‘Cosin alocal car park near
We spotted one” For Sale’!
The oolour hardly was our choice
A common orange/red!

But thereit s - all nea andtrim!
Though aging was no shed!

It seemed, the owner was no tramp!
We reckoned, peeringin;

The caringtouch was plain to see
Looked afte it had been!

We foundthe owner near a hand,
Wetook it for aspin,
We bought it, polished it & once;
It shone like anew pin!

Soon, thoughts wereon asmart coach-line,
Chucked in ama or too,
Beforeonesaid “ Jadk Robinson!”
Four dazzling wheel trimsnew!

Thismodest car has charader! A bustly busy bee!
No frills—no flounces. Slent? No!
But nippy as can be!
It can't compare with modern cars,
But yet, has made us glad!
This chaming car has warmed our hearts!
You' dthink - thefirst we' d hadl!

Guess what! Wefelt liketeenagers,
Who pad their test last week!
But wait for it! - We're pensioners
Most certain — past our pesk.

Mrs Dorothy Wood, Brownlow Rd



Between the Wars
Memoirs of Mr Norman Dawson, first published in
the ‘Ellesmere Review' and reproduced by kind
permission of Mrs S Dawson.

(Continued from issue 19)

Another event in the lives of young Ellesmereans
occurred on All Souls Day, which | believeis on
the 1 November. On this occason most
youngsters in Ellesmere went from door to door
reciting the following rhyme, which | hope is
reasonably near correct -

‘Soul a Soul a Sulcake,
Appleor pear, Plum or aCherry,
Any good thingto make us mery.
Go down in the cellar and see what you can find,
The barrel’ salmost empty, but would you be so
kind,
We havealittle podke to put apenny in. If you
haven't gotapenny, ahd penny will do,
and if you haven't got aha'penny, then God bless
you.
God blessthe Magt e of this house, andthe Missus
too,
And all the little children around the table too.
We only come aouling once in every year,
Andwhat we come a uling for — omeapples or
some money’

(knodk, knodk)

During the evening on this day, mod of the kids
woul d wend their way to the abode of Mr. Charles
Moore, one of the landed gentry, and who lived at
the pillared house oppostethe garage at thetop of
Scotland Sred. Inthehall would be placed along
bench, about afoot high, and each child would
stand on the bench and recite the foregoing poem.
If one peformed successfully the reward was a
‘Soul Cake'. It was a lovely taging ceke, pale
yellow in colour and about the size of asaucer. A
consolaion prize on failure to recite the poem
tooktheform of an gople.

Swimming the Mere was also another fea which
mog youngsters amed to achieve when they
reachedthe ageof 11 or 12. The next achievement
was to smim it across and back, and then the
ultimate — snimming around it. | recall that about
half adozen or so of us did this quite regularly —
Clive Jones, Laurence (Lol) Walker, Bill Edwards
(Wdergae Sred), Fred (Ecky) Roberts, ‘Bub
Bedson and Frank Higginson. | exped Frank will
remember these smims. He now lives in
Shrewsbury. We were never accompanied by a
boat. Thismay sound stupid, but it isnot as stupid

as it may sound. For indance our ages ranged from
about 17t0 25, and a notime during the swim were we
very fa from the shore, or each other, and there were
never lessthan 3 or 4 of us. However, we did tend to
speed up a hit when passng the Cteley Boahouse. It
aways seemed a hit eerie. It was said to be the deepes
part of the mere. It catainly wasthe colded.

One summer we, the doresaid gang, or mog of us,
decided we would swim all the meres across and back.
We did thiswith the exception of Sveat Mere, which we
did not even seg, l& alone svim it, and Honmer Mee.
Ouwr concluson was tha each meae was much of a
sameness, except tha in the middle of Whitemere we
encountered a vey cold current. Wonder if it is ill
there? Well, | don’t suppose | shall ever find out myself.
I ill enjoy a swim, but after about 20 yards | am
‘puffed .

Sill onthe subject of snimming, abou the time when |
was aged from 11 to 14, the Crimps was a very
dangerous place to swim or bahe. Incidentally a that
time it was referred to asthe ‘Grls Crimps and the
‘Boys Crimps . Through the Cremorne Gardens and into
the fird field and this was called the ‘Girls Crimps,
because girls only bahed there Then through the wood
and into the next field, which was the ‘Boys Crimps
where only boys bathed. But the trouble at the ‘Boys
Crimps was GLASS Some yearsbefore| garted going
tothe Crimps glass had been tipped into the water in an
effort to gop bahing there. It took years to clear but it
neve did sop bahing. The police were askedto try to
prevent bathing here, but to no avail. In fadt | remember
on one occasion the policeman gripped off and came in
with us. Eventually the tenancy of the farm was taken
over by Mr. bhn Edwards, and thae was neve any
moretrouble.

When | darted bathing a& the Crimps it was more
unusual to come away ‘uncu’ raherthan ‘cut’. Astime
went onthe glass cleared, and also thetwo Crimps came
together. Boys mixed with girls, and strangely enough,
or is it drange, the grls vacaed the ‘Grls
Crimps (forward husses) and established themselvesin
the area which had previoudy been ‘Boys only’. One
would have thought tha with the glass hazard the boys
would have invaded the girls pitch, but no. It would
seem tha even in tha day and age the girls were
determined to go through glass and water to be with the
boys.

Referringto the Girls Crimps, seeing it as it is today,
one can hardly imaginetha & one time this was a clear
expanse of land running down to the edge of the water
and the water being a very safe bathing spot, with its
very gradual dopeto deeper water.



Terse Verse

Algy saw the bear,
The bear saw Algy.
The bear was bulgy,
The bulge was Algy.

Johnny, finding life a bore
Drank some Hz SO,
Johnny’ sfaher, an MD,
Gave him CaCOs
Now he' sneuralised it’ strue,
But Johnny’sfull of COs..

Catoon by MrsD Bond g
I

TWO TALL TALES

A. D.T Carpets
2¢c Wharf Road
Ellesmere

A.D .T Carpets
4 Morris Shopping Park
Wem

A young execuive is leaving the
office one evening when he finds
his boss standing in front of the
shredder with a piece of pape in
his hand.

“Liden” says the boss, “this is a
very senstive document, of grea
importance. My secretary has gone
home for the night. Can you make
thismachine work?

“Certainly” says the young
executive. Heturnsthe machineon,
puts the pape in the dot and
presses the dart button.

“Thanks’ saysthe boss as his paper
disappears into the machine, “ | just
need one copy please”

~

A man is driving down a country
lane when he sees a sign outside a
pub. “ Come in for a pie, apint and
a friendy word” The man,
impressed, asks the landlord for a
pie and a pint. The landord serves
up thepie and the pint and the man
aks “Wha about the friendly
word?’ The landlord leans across
the bar and says “Don’'t ea the

pie.”

T.C.

PNANAANANININININININININININISININISINSNISASNAANA




LESLIE YOUNGER
SEPTIC TANK
EMPTYING

PROMPT & EFFICIENT SERVICE
LICENCED WASTE
CARRIER
20 Mile Radius Served

Competitive Prices

Chirk (01691)772381

Broad Oak Farm St Martins
Nr Oswestry SY 11 3DR
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Why wasthe diligent policeman a
brilliant drummer?

He never went OFF BEAT!

Why did the crisps get up and leave?
They were Walkers!

Mrs D Bond




Bookies
Odds and Ends

Northen Lights, the fira of the Dark Maeials
trilogy by Phillip Pulman, was the subject of
Ellesmere Library’s Reading Group at a recent
meding. Essentially a dhildren's gory, the trilogy
garts off in a world ‘similar’ to our own but clearly
of another universe. Pullman’s credive genius rivals
tha of JRRTolkein and JK Rowling as he buildsa
picture of thisalternaive fantasy exigence.

Indeed, so fantadical is this story that
the reading group agreed tha the gory
was a little difficult to get into asthe
author introduced the concept of
charaders being accompanied by their
‘daemons - aphyscal figure which is
effectively their own irit in animal
form. This invention, Pullman himsalf
regards as his greated invention and it
gives him a vehicle for the whole of
thisdory. Thetaleisasuper adventure
sory feauring a range of goodies and
baddies in the best tradition. The
author does not pull any puncheswith
his child readership as goodies and
baddies alike suffer various fates. He
introduces some demanding concepts
challenging the postion of authority in
this othe world. The authority is in
fad the Church with its Oblation
Board—a repressve body which
ruthlesdy exploits some of the child
charades including the heroine who
has special abilities which tekes her
into the following adventures of the
trilogy.

The Reading Group had mixed
reactions to the book which of course
made it an ideal subject for atypical
energetic discusson. One member was
sufficiently gripped by the dory totake
on theother two works of the set—and
comple ethem within themonth!.

| hope I've not given too much of the

11

story away while dill wetting your gppetites. | for one
can't waitto readthenext sage of theadventure.

If you would like to know more abou the Reading
Group, come along on the last Monday of any month at
7:30 p.m or drop into Ellesmere Library where Sue or
Heather cantell you more abou it.

Geoff Ardill
Update- this article was left ou of the Soring issue for

want of space I've just finished the other two pats of
the trilogy as holiday reading. Qubtle Knife and The
Amber Sy Gass confirm my opinions of this great
author. | can't find anything negaive to say about
Phillip Pullman’s work. And tha isafirst for me— ask
any otha member of the Reading Group. It's
impossible to do these books jugice in this space—just
read them and be amazed.



Tin Tabernacles

hurches and chgpels come in awide variety

of shapes and szes. There are the very

grand and important and there are the

humdrum and distinaly sabby. For the
purposes of this aticle | will deal with the humdrum
and distinctly shabby.

A bit of background
hisory might be
approprigte. The 19"
Century was the
heyday of chapel
buil ding in Britain and,
though it isoutside the
compass of this article
the gae of Chridianity
in Britain inthis period
was a very
complicated one and a
tangle of economics,
politics, the class
system and many other
factors besde the
smple matters of
prevailing religious orthodoxies. Outsde the
framework of conformig religion — The Church of
England and, to a lesser degree, the Roman Catholic
Faith, lay ahuge culture of popular religion, aimed a
the masses.

Within this layer were the large, compaaively well-
supported nonconformig  bodies such as the
Methodists and Wedeyans as well as the more local
bodies such as the Primitive Mehodiss in N.
Saffordshire, Derbyshire and Shropshire and the
Plymouth Brethren intheWeg Country.

These bodies were, almog without exception, short of
the land and property holding resources of the
established church. T his economic fad is refledted in
the frugality and lack of preence evident in their
places of worship. Plain and smple, ailmog to the
point of austerity, these chapels were visted by people
who were not touched by the Church of England.

Often, chapels would be very localised in influence,
congregations being drawn from communities with
srongtiesto aparticular industry such as mining and
guarrying. Many industries (iron working for one) had
developed away from the main areas of population
and withou links to exiging churches. These
communities were highly atracive to the crusading
evangelissof the newer faiths.

Knolton Chapd
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The earlies chapels were converted from barns and

houses and the 1899 Yearbook of the Church of

England advertised Iron Mission Churchestha were

“tadeful in design, economical and durable” and

could be “taken down, reanoved and erected a small
cost.” There were
even crusades to med
the gpiritual needs of
condruction workers
on the railways and
canals— the legendary
Navvies.

The chapels were built
from local maeria, a
local bricklayer and
carpenter could build
a Yartan chepel and
some of them were
little more than huts-
however, the
Butterley Iron
Company produced a
kit of parts for a
timber framed,
corrugated iron or timber clad building at reasonable
cost - and sothe TinT abernacle was born.

Very little land was needed to eed one and every
unnecessary expense was spared, few having a
Churchyard. A condderable number gill exist aound
the country, some gill used for their original purpose.
Many have become village halls, scout hus, sports
pavilions ec. A tribute to therr durability and
smplicity.

Not bad for what must have been the first Prefabs.

Terry Cartlidge



Primary School News

In June the PTA a Ellesmere Primary School hdd
their Annud Summer Fete This was a very enjoyéeble
day, and raised £1300 for School funds.

The next event we have planned is a Themed Disco to
be hdd on October 4th a the Comrades Club. The
theme is @oldCior the Jubiles, (Bah the Queen® and
the School®). Tickets will be avalable from the
School office from mid September. Price is £6 and
indudes a finger buffet. Prize for the best fancy dress
costume.

Ledie Aspey (Chair)

Oswestry

Senior Citizens

Forum

Date : Friday 6th September
Time: 10:15am -1 pm

Memorial Hall,

Oswestry

Coffee on arrival and sandwich lunch provided
Come dong to the second meeting of this new
group and help decide its direction
Share your views about issues and services

which affect you

M eet others with similar needs, wishes or

difficulties

Become better informed about the politics which

affects your quality of life

Remember to bring your sense of humour with

you.

Charity number 1090445
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VARIEGATION — HIT OR MISS?

Love them or hate them, many plants have
variegated forms.In my view, with careful choice
somecan bevery desirable.

While some keen gardeners avidly collect anything out
of the ordinary, including spotted, striped, flecked or
mottled pants, othes shy away from a hint of
variegation. | would advocate a sane middle way!

Any review of variegated plants will reved awide range
of makings. Leaf feaures ae, perhaps, the maost
common and can be very driking. Edges or centres may
be a di fferent colour, often white, cream, yelow or even
red.

Examples indude the popular shrubby Euonymus
Although common, these can add a red splash of colour
to the garden, especidly in winter when their evergreen
foliage comes into its own. A similar effect is achieved
with Hedera hdix ‘Goldheat’, a useful cdimber to
brighten a shady wall.

Veticd makings on long narow leaves,

dtogether more subtle effect. Geranium phaeum has dark
markings, nicdy complementing its dusky flowers in spring.
Less desirable, a lesst to me, are some of the red, brown and
dirty white mottled Ajugas, which tend to gppear as if suffering

from atermind vird atack!

Striation may adso occur on petas, someimes actudly the
result of vird infection, the flamed tulips being a prime
example. In other instances an unstable geneis thought to be a
governing factor, as inthe white flowers of Geranium pratense
strigdum which ae randomly striped with pretty sky blue
stregks.

Flowers may aso be enhanced by darker veins threading across
their petds, atrat seen in a number of hardy geraniums such as
the tough little G. sanguineum striatum and superb G. cinereum
‘Laurence Flatrnari’ .

These examples illustrate the wide range of variegation which
occurs in the pant world. Careful sdection will result in some
gaden—worthy tressures, but, as dways, beauty liesin the eye
of the beholder.

by Gill Eleftheriou

especidly of grasses and sedges, can be equdly
bold. A favourite of mine is Phdaris arundinacea
var. picta the old Gadener's Gaters, its dear
brightness giving a welcome accent to a border
throughout summer. Although invesive, it isessily
checked if grown in adeep tin or bucket.

More unusud and less invasive but comparable in
effect, | dso admire the dean white lines of a
vaiegated Hernerocdlis in our ydlow and blue
border. Coloured Phormiums ae  however,
avoided, ther spiky outlines being too formd to fit
comfortably into our relaxed cottage garden.
Hollies such as hex ‘Golden King ae more
refined, with a fine tracery edge to ther leaves. |
would dso dways find room in a border for
Cornus dba* Elegantissima~ in gopreciaion of its
soft and ary presence. The pencilled white lines
on Convdlaia mgdis ‘Vaiegad (Lily of the
Vdley) ae equdly atractive but can be better
gppreciated when grown in alarge pot.

Leaf variegaion does not, however, dways
produce such satisfying results. The much-hyped
Lysimachia puncteta ‘ Alexander’, with its cream
and grey leaves, dways gopears wesk and dingy to
my eyes. Pde splashes on aher hebaceous
perennids, induding Astrantia mgor ‘Sunningdde
Vaiegated and Brunnera microphylla ‘ Hadspert
Cream’ dthough eye-caching .can suffer from
frost damage or sun burn, turning a disappointing
brown.

Foliage of some plants may be mottled, giving an

SMALL ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS

Blakemere
Vederinary Centre
12 Talbot Street
Ellesmere
Shropshire
SY120HQ

Tel: (01691) 622201
Fax; (01691) 622118

by appointment

WEEKDAYS
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 230pm, 5.30pm — 6.00pm

SATURDAY S
10.00am —10.30am

FARM & HORSEVISITS
AVAILABLE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
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| etterstothe Editor

Memories (continued from issue 20)

Reading memories of Ellesmere by Norman Dawson
prompts me to add a few more accounts of activities and
peoplein Ellesmere before the War

Other wel known characters come to mind who were pat of
the town image. There was Bill Hayward who had a smdl
fam up Cathies Lane and ddivered milk around the town
each day, using an iron-wheded, two-whed ed trolley with a
milk tankard mounted on the frame. He dispensed milk using
ametd handled jug and it was sad tha most days having
visited the locd pubs who were his customers, he would
return home rather the worse for wear, his trolley being a
considerabl e help to him. Then there were the two Miner
Brothers who ddivered lowt sacks of cod to householders
from a flat bed cart. Each of them would hoist a sack of cod
on the shoul ders whereupon the old horse would move on to
the next stop automaticdly. Tom Evans was an old miner
who chewed tobacco in the cod mine and dso when he weas
having a pint of beer. All pubs had copper spittoons in the
bar, filled with sawdust. He would occasiondly need to spit
and he would, without fal, gect spittie from his mouh into
the spittoon from a distance of 6-8 feet hitting the sawdust in
the spittoon every time. With some admiraion | mention
Teggin Edwards who lived in Trimpley with alarge family,
not being &ble to work through injury in the cod mine My
admiraion for him centred in the overwhdming desire to
acquire knowledge He would look out for me returning
home by train from Whitchurch Grammar School and ask me
to tedl him what lessons we had had tha day, asking for
explanations for anything he did not understand and over the
years he became known as aredly learned man.

Another memory comes to mind which will gpped to
youngsters who raid apple trees when they are ripe. All the
land to the left of Cathies Lane was given over to orchards
and dlotments. So when gpples were ripe, we would pinch
them from the trees and take them to the wharf meadow
where there stood a unique oak treg, unique because it was
hollow as aresult of a lightning drike, so it was possible to
climb up the tree from theinside, where you could sit egting
goples until you had stomach ache Agan, there was a
considerabl e amount of large traffic on the cand, the bargees
being quite unique. Heavily tanned from facing years of dl
westhers, they were true countrymen who were skilled in
caching a rabbit for ther dinner. Their cabins were a joy to
behold, being spotlessly dean and the many examples of
brass work highly polished If you were polite, as they dl
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were, they would dlow you to ride on the barge or wak
with the horse drawing the barge The horses themsdves
were unique. They knew exactly when to stop pulling when
approaching a bridge or a lock, thus dlowing the barge to
slow down intime.

I hope the foregoing will hep to paint another smdl picture
of Ellesmere and its characters before the War.

Sincerdly yours
Bernard Biggs

Dear Mr Cartlidge

My husband and | lived in St Matin's for 8 yrs following
retirement and then moved to Ellesmere 3 yrs 6 mths ago
and enjoy this area very much. One of our interests is
cruising the cand in our compact narow boat! One reason
that brought us here. We are dso struggling to cope with
the mysteries and complexities of the home computer! An
extremey mixed blessing for they seem to have a mind of
ther own! | added some of my address to my signature
because | understand that there are about 3 women around
with my name and this has dready caused alittle confusion!

| wish a long & happy future to Mere News, | support
locdly grown initiaives!

Sincerdy
Mrs. Dorothy Wood, Ellesmere

Dear Editor

Further to the excdlent artice “ Dar-y we bdieve it” in
issue 20. I've recently had quite a few “ chas dong the
towpath” with our visitors there, and find that many of them
show concern for the deterioraion of the Dary site. One
couplein paticular told methat they don’t usualy come up
“ the am” now bu jug pop in to re stock ther essentids
and then boa on. How many more—| wonde—are by-
passing the town and its locd fecilities in favour of
somewhere with a better reception. | agree we need to keep
some of the old with the new, testeful renovetion and
preservaion ec, but surdy someone could come up with a
solution—and SOON.

MrsD Bond



Money Matters

Everything you always wanted to know
about MORTGAGES but were afraid to
ask 111

Fixed rae-Discounted rat e-Capped rate-Flexible-C ashback -

Endowment-ISA-Repayment-APR-Base Rate Tracker-Daily
Interest..........2272777?7

Have you every wdked into abank or building society and fdt
like you had just left your spaceship park ed outside and entered
another world. You might as wel have done because the person
behind the counter may look very nice and gppear to be a
professiond mortgage adviser from a plane cdled Eath but
they sometimes speek the language of a country cdled Jarg, the
native tongue beng“ Jargon”.

There seems to be so much industry led complicaion in
financid services nowadays it is important to take advice from
a friendly insider such as an independent financid adviser or
independent mortgage specidist to guide you through the maze
of pros and cons of each type of product and the many different
ways of repaying the loan to buy your house

Thereason is that he or sheis on your side and not working for
that instituion seeking to sdl you dl their own produdts. It is
even more important now to get the right advice, as you will no
doubt have seen with the recent shocking revelaions regarding
endowment mortgages. The next shock will come when you
suddenly redise that your mortgage protection policy doesn’t
protect you for the things you thought it did. For instance, do
not think for one minute you can daim for your mortgage to be
repad for contracting a serious illness with a policy tha says
you have teemind illness benefit. Critica illness bendfit is the
cover you should have taken, dbeit more expensive but worth
it's weight in gold if ever needed. One word can make a

money to good use is probably the most important
financid decision you will ever make.

Some facts about the current mortgage market are
astonishing, such as: -

There are currently over 100 lenders in the UK.
Each has on average 80 different mortgage
products.

That equates to 8000 dfferent ded's

The best lender over 25 years on an average
£60,000 loan is currently charging you an
amazing £46,695.95 less in interest payments
than the worst |ender

For every loan goplicaion for an actud new
home purchase that comes in to alender there are
two gpplications for a remortgage (2:1 ratio for
remortgages) which shows how popula it gill is
to switch lenders

One lender is currently offering a 25 year fixed
rate & 6.5%

The average house prices in North Shropshire
have risen by 1.5% per morth dnce December
(18% per year)

Theway forward is to get an expert adviser to assess your
mortgage needs and see i f they can save you some money
on your current ded, help with any further purchase needs
or just look a your options and gve you some guidance.
Most advisers generdly operate on a consultetion-fee free
basis and it could turn out to be avery rewarding hd f an
hour. Don't forget to ask for a Plain English-spesking
version though!!!

| f you have any doubts, concerns or questions cdl into see
Richard Owen or Richard Evans & Mere Park Associaes
a 22 Scotland Street, Ellesmere or give them a cdl on
01691 624866 for a free independent consultation.

world of difference. It is amazing how many times | have
come across tha and other errors on cases tha were
unknown to the dient.

Today is the 9" July 2002, which will be seen as a
landmark in the future as to how you will buy financid
products and services. | am taking about areport issued to
the government today cdled the Sandler Report. In it Ron
Sandler spdls out his reforms for the industry to give
people a wider range of ways of buying everything from
savings, investments, pensions and life cover. It has never
been more important to seek independent regulated advice
from an unbiased source than ever before. Every Tom,
Dick and Harry that was kicked out of the industry over 10
years ago during unregulated advice will in my honest
opinion come flooding back to take a slice of this new
world of post-Sandler freedom. Seek independent advice
and make sure you are taking to a quaified adviser not
just a sdesman.

Do not forget that buying your home or putting your

" #$%% $EE &&
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A Good Read?

One man’'s view.

George finished the last chepter of his libray book and
cosed it with rdief, wishing that it was in his power to
abandon books hd f way through. But no matter how obvious
the plot, how stilted the didogue, he was obliged by some
naturad law to finish them. The worse they were, the more
likely he was to devour them, reading into the smal hours to
get them out of the way. Good books rdeased him and he
would fdl aslesp with them in his hand, but no such luck
with the lousy ones.

This isthe opening paragraph of a book | have been reading
recently and in reading it, | began to think aout my own
atitude to books For instance | would not have persevered
with reading a book tha | was not enjoying. | would abandon
abook tha did not hold my interest, long before ha fway.

Two books springto mind. On severd occasions | have tried
to reed Joseph Hdler's ‘Cach 22 and John Le Caré's
‘Little Drummer Girl’, never getting more than a quarter of
the way through ether. | have managed to read some of Le
Care s other works, however, perhgps they weren’t quite so
complicated.

So, what do| look for in abook. First the gory should have a
beginning, a middle and an end. Obvious | know, but some
books don’ t have an ending and you think tha you have read
Volume Onein aseies.

Then the gory shoud flow through the various convolutions
that the author may take, not jump about in random fashion. |
don’'t want to reed back 20 pages to find where a character
has come from. | don’t mind severd different threads to the
story if they can be dealy identified and if the story is tdd
in flashbacks, then that shoud be made clear.

| like my book to bewritten in dear grammaticd English, a
smdl amount of didect can be used, but plesse not too
much bad language | want to be entertained, not
embarassed and | don't want to be frightened to desth by
horror stories either. Some of the American (or pseudo
Ameican) authors | have read recently might be writing in a
foreign language, perhaps a glossary should beinduded. For
instance, can anyone tel me what a Pd Boy sandwich is?

I will exdude Jonahan Kdleman from this criticism; his
books can be very readable. You may wonder whose books |
enjoy, so, without making too long alist - Colin Dexter’s
Morse series of books is consistently excdlent and has
transferred to tdevision redly wdl, similaly so has
Wingfidd's Frost series and | am sure Agaha Christié s
Poirot with David Suchet isbetter on TV than in the books.
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| like the writing of Bernard Cornwell, Mdvyn Bragg, Sam
Llewdlyn's sea stories, dthough | haven’t enjoyed his last
two books as much. John Grisham’ s writing varies a hit too
and | have enjoyed Cao Fraser's books. | like Tery
Pretchett’ s Discworld books; | don't like the books of Robert
Rankin. I've only read a couple of them and they appear to
me to have been written by a committee

Bill Bryson is wdl worth reading, but for trave books |
recommend Eric Newby. His story of the Last Gran Race
from Austrdia to England gives some idea of the life of a
seaman in saling ships. Gerdd Durrdl’ s animd books are
enjoyable his description of a native capenter making
animd cages in ‘The Baut Beagles' had me laughing ou
loud.

However, to get to whom | think is my favourite author. |
recommend Leslie Thomas dways readable, amusing with
outstanding characters. His detective Dangerous Davies is
pricdess, but some of my favourite passages come in
Thomas' Magic Army which tdls the gory of the American
Army’ s preparation for D. Day in Devon. For instance, after
a poor med inaTorquay hote, one American suggests that
the first thing that they should bomb shoud be the Brussd
sprouts fidds. Then there is the Guide Cgptain who decides
to parade her charges but because the main stregt is only haf
a mile long, she leads the parade up and down until they
have made up their mileage. Wonderful.

In condusion, | think Alan Titchmarsh should stick to
gardening and Ben Elton (and others of hisilk) shoud get a
proper job.

Tery Catlidge

BALMER GROVE PLANTS
W e shampton

We areon the B5063
Wem / Wd shampton r oad
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It istwelve months since the fird open meding, when
it was decided to try to form a branch of the
Embroiderers Guild in the Osvestry aea. Snce then
we have been fortunae to have superb speskers
excellent workshops and outings - with moreto come.
In February, well known felt maker Margare Wehb
demondrated felt making and displayed some of her
beautifully embellished bags, hats, purses and
hangings.

A young graduate textile artig - winner of the “ Quilt
2001" award, Laura Kemshall was the guest speaker
for Mach. Laura gave an intereding and informaive
talk, with dides of he work and displayed a selection
of her embellished art quilts, all original contemporary
desgns She adso led an excelleat workshop-
“ Customized sketch books.”

In April guest speaker Mrs. Elizabeth Maon gave an
entertaining talk abou the discovery of a rae and
valuable book; “ A Schole-house for the Needle,” alace
and embroidery patern book publishedin 1632, which
took her hushand and heself on a journey badk into
history.

Jm Gaffney, textiletrader and traveller to the Golden
Triangle was the speaker in May. He showed dides of
the beautiful country and people of the triangle, which
is composed of Thailand, Laos and Burma, and
displayed a selection of their beautifully embroidered
garments, accessories, weavings and batiks.

Next Meding: Friday, September 13th. - A.GM. +
“Naughty but Nice.”- June Corne.

All megingsarea 7.30 p.m. inthe Memorial Hall,
Osnestry. Admission to non-members£2.50.

Enquiries 01691 650388.
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Can Youfill a
Vital Rolein

your
Community?

Many peopleover sixty living in rural communities are
unaware of all thehelp and support tha isavailable.

Age Concen in Shropshire is encouraging the
egablishment of Paish Links around the county.
These are voluntea's who devote avey gnall amount
of time to ading as liaison links between older people
and the services of fered or accessed by us, whether this
isan accommodation mater, an issue of benefits or the
need for help & home. The Paridh Links receive
current information about our services and can then
direct peopleto a specific service. They advatise their
exisence through the local parih magazine notice
board or by word of mouth. Full support is given and
out-of-pocket expenses are paid.

Age Concemn has Paish Links working in around
seventy parishes, undertaking vital and fulfilling work,
puffing something back into the community. A small
amount of time really can makea difference

Will you be our next Parish Link?

Contact: Heather Williams, Volunteer Recruitment Offi cer,
Age Concern Shropshire, Teford & Wrekin , 3 Mardol
Gadens, Shrewsbury SY1 1PR, (01743) 233123

Laziness is nothing more than reging
beforeyou get tired,.- JulesRenard

My aunt died at precisely 1047 am. and
the old grandfahe clodk dopped a
precisely this moment also. It fell on her -
Paul Merton

Pareits say things like ‘Would you like a
smack? ‘I'll teach youto be disobedient’ -
Dave Allen

The trouble with children is tha they ae
not reurnable.- Quentin Crisp
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p Another Chance to Try Our R
8 , 3
N Local Knowledge Quiz s
A\ A\

w, Aswe have yetto receive any answers for this quiz which appeared Additional to the Bumper Quiz sheet on Q\\
W sale at £1 from the Ellesmere InfoLink, here are a fewlocal knowledge questions, set by Mr Stan Horton. One W

1\‘} of our valuable piizes will go to the winner of this quiz. 1\\}
W W
W 1. In1953 Lord Brownlow madethe Mereand Cremome Gardensthesubject of a Deedof Gift. Wha was &
«  hisLordship’sfull name? »

\\\ 2. In whichyea was Moming Service broadcast from & Mary’ s Church? W
W 3. Who wrotethe disguised account of lifein Ellesmerein the early Twentieth Century entitled ‘The Gentle 3\\}

1\\} Years ? 1\(
W 4. Wha wasthename givento Ellesmerein ‘The Gentle Yeas ? W
w5, What industry preceded the cheese factory adjacent to the Canal Wharf? A
W 6. Which EllesmerePublic House changed its name asa result of fundraising adtivitiesin order to buildthe w
W Ellesmere Canal? W
1\‘} 7. Who wasthe fird Mayor of Ellesmere? 1\‘}
W 8. Wha wasthe denomination of the since demolished chapel in Wa ergate Sregt ? W
«'9. Namethe year in which the Ellesmere Exhibition was held. -
w, 10. Which water bird —present on theMerein moded numbers— was serioudy pesecuted inthe 19" Century w
1\\} due to its plumage being apopular form of decoraion in ladies headwear? 1\\}
W W
g Answers to the Editor please by Oct 31st 2002. g
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A QUESTION OF CLOSURE ?

The Infolink opened on 314 January 2000 withthe ideaof providing a source of informaion and a contact point
for residents of Ellesmere and the surrounding area. It isavery rewarding job when you are ableto help someone
out.

Asyou may haveread inthe newspapers, our lease is due for renewal andthere is a question mark over whether
there is enough fundingto cover our cogts.

Gradually we have gahered awide varigly of informaion, which is of benefit to thewhole community, aswell as
tovistorsto the area, and it would be a great shameto losethis valuable facility.

We need your support, and if you havefoundthelnfolink useful inthe pag, we would be very grateful if you
couldfill inthe questionnaire whichisenclosed in MeeNews or you can oltain one from the Infolink or
Library. Please reumn thequestionnaire tothelnfolink on Wharf Road — either hand it to one of our daff or
pog it through the Ieter box.

Thank youfrom the Saff of Ellesmere Infolink
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