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Celebrate Christmas 
with 

 

BAL L OON ARRANGEMENTS FOR YOUR PARTY 

SANTA CLAUS 

BALLOONS 

Helium  

Balloons XM AS CARDS 

CHRISTMAS  

STOCKINGS 

SUPER SIZE 

 XM AS  

BALLOONS 

CALENDARS 

TEL: 01691 622280 with any enquiries 

XMAS CRACKERS 

PART
Y 

NEW YEAR PARTY NOVELTIES 
XMAS 

NEW YEAR 
BALLOONS 
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www.ellesmere.info 
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Cards,China, Glass, 
Toys, Gifts 

Agents for: 
Wedgwood, royal 
Worcester, Aynsley 
China &  Britains Toys 

The Party Shop 
at Ellesmere Post Office 
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Editor ial    
 
Welcome once again to “M ere News” – issue 22, Winter 2002. 
This bumper edition will give you something to get your teeth 
into, plenty to read, plenty to do – 3 competitions this time to keep 
you occupied over Christmas and Boxing Day and don’ t forget 
our valuable prizes. So please let us have your entries in after all, I  
need something to keep me occupied during the dark days of 
January. 
 
I was in the Town Hall recently, I joined a group of people who 
were studying the plans for the Wharf Development and, 
eavesdropping, it became clear to me what they were studying. In 
particular, they were discussing the size of the projected 

Supermarket, so many thousand square feet of floor space doesn’ t mean a lot to most people. 
 
As I understand the situation, two sizes of Supermarket have been mooted, the first choice seems to be 
about the size of Whitchurch Tesco, second choice could be much bigger. However the decision has 
been deferred to next year so the site remains a tip and an eyesore for quite a while longer. 
 
On that cheerful note, all of  us at M ere News wish all  of you, our readers, our advertisers, our 
distributors and our contributors a very Happy Christmas and a very prosperous New Year. 
 
On a personal note, I would like to give grateful thanks to our 
contributors for without you, M ere News would be very dull 
indeed. 
 
Thank You! 
 
Terry Cartlidge 

Statutory disclaimer  
A l l  adver ts and ar ticles are publ ished in good f ai th. We (the production team) cannot check al l  the detai ls in the ar ticles f or  accuracy 
or  otherwise and any views expressed are not necessari ly our  views.  Nei ther   can we be held responsible for  the actions of  any 
adver tiser , now or   in the f uture. 
 
Publication dates.  
Publication dates printed in ‘ Mere News’  are approximate only. We do try to keep to our dates but, because of the way Mere News is 
produced and because we depend on outside agencies for printing and typing, delays may occur. 

� � � �� � � � 	 �
 � �
�
Please send your adverts  
requirements to  Margaret 
Lagoyianni  or any member of 
the production team  - address 
details on front  cover. 

Next Issue 
Spring 2003 

 
Articles and Adverts  

in by end March please 
 

 Items submi tted on  Floppy disk or by 
emai l  (merenews@ellesmere.info) are 
much appreciated by  the production 

team.   

 size A4 A5 A6 A7 A8 

 per  issue £25 £15 £10 £7 £4 
 Feature posi ti on *  

Inside front or back 
cover 

£30 £20 £15 £10 £6 

       
 For   3 issues £60 £35 £25 £15 £10 
 Feature posi ti on *  £75 £50 £35 £20 £15 
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CHRISTMAS M ESSAGE  
FROM THE MAYOR OF ELL ESM ERE 

 

CLLR  MRS AVERI L MACDONALD 
 

 
 
Christmas is almost upon us once again, this year appears to have f lown. It has been quite a good 
year for us in Ellesmere. The shops are occupied with new businesses coming in. I feel that this 
shows confidence in the town, long may it continue. 
 
In January we had a most successful Mayor’ s Ball, and hope to have a repeat this coming January. 
A date for your diaries - 18th January 2003. The Triathlon was a great success despite the weather. 
Spectators were as wet as the competitors but this did not deter from the interest. This was the 11th 
year for this excit ing popular event - B.T .A. National Age Group Championships and World 
Champion Qualif ier. The Queen’ s Golden Jubilee was celebrated with a Civic Service at St Mary’ s 
Church and the Carnival Committee held a Fun Day in the Cremorne Gardens. In July the Town 
Council held its Civic Service in aid of The Lingen Davies Rainbow Children’ s Cancer Appeal. 
Many local residents and guests from around the County attended. The Rotary Club of Ellesmere 
and Ellesmere and District Round Table held their annual Regatta which was great fun on a 
beautiful day. Ellesmere Carnival Committee worked t irelessly yet again to ensure another 
excellent carnival. The Ellesmere Festival was wonderful, the best ever I feel, beginning with the 
opening of an arts exhibit ion on Thursday evening and ending with a Churches Together Songs of 
Praise at St Mary’ s Church on Sunday evening. 
 
Ellesmere in Bloom have worked their socks off yet again to ensure that we continue to look our 
very best. They have created more colourful f lower beds around the town. The Britain in Bloom 
competit ion awards were held in Hereford and I was invited to accompany the Chairman, Mrs 
Diana Andrews and Mrs Sarah Stokes. Ellesmere won a Silver Gilt  Award which was excellent 
news. Once again Ellesmere and District Round Table had a wonderful bonfire and f ireworks 
display on Castlefields. All these efforts are wonderful for the town - we are so lucky to have such 
a great community spirit . 
 
Ellesmere T imber Company have once again given a beautiful Christmas Tree to the town. The 
Rotary Club of Ellesmere will create a Tree of Lights with the proceeds going to the Macmillan 
Nurses and the Shropshire and Mid Wales Hospice. A Community Carol Service will be held on 
Saturday 14th December 2002 at 10.45 am on the Promenade in Cross Street. The Lakelands School 
Band with their Musical Director Mrs Carol King, The County Primary School Recorder Ensemble 
and Choir with their Musical Director Miss Lynn Bartley, will accompany the carol singing. 
Everyone is most welcome. The children will be delighted to know that Father Christmas will be 
present, ably assisted by the Ellesmere and District Round Table. 
 
The Old Dairy Site saga rumbles ever on. The Public Inquiry will start on 4th March 2003. Watch 
this space!. 
 
May I, on behalf of myself and Ellesmere Town Council, take this opportunity to wish you all a 
very happy peaceful Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
 

Cllr Averil R MacDonald 
Mayor of Ellesmere 
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The Golden Years of Var iety 
Charlie Edwar ds  

 

In the 30’ s and 40’ s there were 700 Variety Theatres in 
this country, 100 in the London area alone, such as the 
Hippodrome, Golders Green, The Holborn Empire, 
Metropole, Edgeware Road, Finsbury Park Empire etc. 
 
Being an entertainer myself in those days (I was a 
ventriloquist) I followed “variety”  just like the young 
people of today follow pop groups; being a member of the 
VAF (Variety Art ists Federation) now defunct, also gone 
is the weekly variety newspaper “The Performer”. Having 
my VAF card I was able to very often go backstage to 
watch a variety show from the wings – and watch from 
close quarters such art ists as Norman Evans (Over the 
garden wall), double acts like Clapham and Dwyer, 
Collinson and Breen, Elsie and Doris Waters (Gert and 
Daisy), Morecambe and Wise, Revnel and West, Lucan 
and McShane (Old Mother Riley), Mike and Bernie 
Winters and members of the original “ Crazy Gang” , Nervo 
and Knox, Naughton and Gold, Flanagan and Allen and 
many more. 
 

Older readers will also remember names like Tommy 
Handley, Rob Wilton, Ted Ray, Gracie Fields, George 
Formby, Nellie Wallace, Tommy Trinder, Max Miller, 
Tessie O’ Shea, Max Bygraves, Arthur Askey, Florence 
Desmond and many more. Readers woul d understand why 
I thought they were golden years, because of course they 
are now gone forever, never to return and no longer does 
the “ call boy”  rush around knocking on dressing room 
doors shouting “ Overture and beginners please!”  
 
In fact on my last visit to Chester I noticed that the old 
Royal Variety Theatre in City Road has been knocked 
down!!! I have many happy memories of being backstage 
there. For the benefit of younger readers, a variety bill 
contained something like – a comedian, singer, juggler, 
dancers, ventriloquist, instrumentalist - in fact that’ s just 
what it  was, “ VARIETY”  

HAPPY DAYS   

Char lie Edwards  with Tony 
1956 

Charlie who has 
recently celebrated 
his 70th birthday,  
is a much loved 
local star, the 
Ellesmere Town 
Crier and Compere 
to many public 
events. 

 

CHARLI E EDWARDS 
 
 

(extract from Sal tney & Sal tney Ferr y—an i llustrated history) 
 

The North’s Leading Comedian, Professor of the Magic 
Circle and Whistling Act 

 
Charlie Edwards was born in Runcorn and moved to 
Saltney, aged 11 years, when his dad, Gillie, took over 
as landlord of the Anchor Hotel in 1943. Charlie had 
been a member of concert part ies since he was 7 years 
old but the move to the Anchor opened up a whole 
new entertainment area, sometimes f inding him 
working f ive nights a week around the associations, 
hotels and clubs of Chester. 
 
 The Stafford, Bars, Blossoms, Grosvenor, 
Quaintways, Browns and the Town Hall were some of 
the city’ s venues and as far as Prestatyn, Rhyl, Mold, 
Malpas and Frodsham further afield. He served his 
t ime as a lead burner at Webb’ s works but it was 
entertainment that gave Charlie the “ buzz”  as he 
became in demand around 1945 at the Welcome Home 
and Demob parties. He performed a double act with 
Elwyn Williams as “ Elwyn and Charles”  and then 
with his uncle Bert Pugh they were known as “ Claud 
and Bertie”  the quick-f ire comedians, Charlie as a 
ventriloquist and Bert singing the “ Laughing 
Policeman”  which invariably brought the house down. 
 

Charlie and his talking doll, Tony, were popular at 
the local f irms’  children’ s part ies. The Rustproof, No-
Nail, Williams and Williams and Moore &  Brook 
were some of them and they once opened a 
Handbridge fete with Gwen Berryman of Archers 
fame. In 1960 he was appointed northern 
representative of the London society of Ventriloquists 
and he now lives with his wife Olive, in Ellesmere. 

 



7 

Home Remedies 
 
I  come from a small place in Ireland, or at least it  was 
when I was a child. It had grown quite a bit since 
then. 
 
Watching a programme about alternative medicine 
brought back memories of the home remedies we 
endured, I suppose you could call it  alternative 
medicine at a push, as there was al ways someone ‘ out 
the country’  who had a  
cure for every complaint you had, of course for a bob 
or two. 
 
One of the most common was “THE MANARICK.”  
Now if you were pale you were sent to the widow for 
the ‘ cure’ .  

 
Many is the t ime my 
sisters and I were sent 
there and as I was very 
pale by nature I needed 
the cure. The widow had 
a son and he would be 
duly sent to the f ields to 
pick something green (it 
could be anything). This 
then was mixed with 
water, shook up, and then 
you were given a spoon 

full. This was also then placed on your forehead and 
on your tummy. Only then you were sent home to 
f inish the rest over a week.  
 
Now if that did not do the trick you were taken to a 
man ‘ in the country’  to have a glass placed on your 
chest with a lighted candle inside it. He then said 
prayers over you. Now if you survived all that 
‘ CURING’  I strongly believe you were intended to 
live. To this day I don’t know what ‘THE 
MANARICK’  was but I do suspect a good feed was 
really all you needed.  
 
Anyone else got any odd ‘ home cures’ ?  
 
All the best 

Mary Ann Kell y 
 
My two brothers are rather older than I am and they both 
remember being dosed by our grandmother with her “ home 
remedies”. Grandma’ s favourite potion was Liquid Paraffin 
and both my brothers were given a big spoonful every 
week. On occasions however, when she ran out of Liquid 
Paraffin, she dosed them with Lamp Oil (ordinary 
Paraffin). My older brother, Roy, swears that he can stil l 
taste it! 
 
Edi tor  

Q. Where do fish get 
their petrol? 

 
A. Shell. 

Disabled Living 
Centre 

 
The Disabled Living Centre provides free and 
independent assessments, advice and information for 
people who may need that l ittle extra help. This includes 
advising on equipment available from Social Services 
and the Health Trusts. 
 
You can refer yoursel f to the centre - no doctor or nurse 
need refer you. 
 
The Disabled Living Centre based at Lancaster Road in 
Shrewsbury provides clinics once a month at The Meres 
Centre, Trimpley Street (First Tuesday), Ellesmere and 
the Day Hospital Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Hospital, 
Oswestry (First Monday). 
 
To make an appointment please for either of these clinics 
or for the main centre in Shrewsbury please call 01743 
444599. 
 
In addition, the Disabled Living Centre has a qualified 
Handling and Moving trainer who can provide training 
for nursing or residential homes, care agencies and 
personal assistants. Please contact the DLC for more 
information. 
 
The staff of the DLC are available to give talks on the 
service and disabil ity awareness in general. 
 
[Please note, the DLC does not assess for wheelchairs. 
This is carried out by the wheelchair service who only 
take referrals from accredited referrers - see your GP, 
District Nurse or Health Visitor.] 

We hope you have enjoyed 
the profile of our local 

celebrity Charlie Edwards. on 
page 6  

 
If you would like to  
nominate another  
local figure for a  

profile in a future issue ,  
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As we toast our toes in f ront of  a seasonal home f ire, the 
plants growing in our gardens are of ten far f rom their 
native land. 
 
Try this quiz on their origins and on the plant hunters 
who ventured far af ield to introduce them to our 
gardens. 
 
1.From where do the following well known trees originate? 
 
(a)  Araucari a araucana (Monkey Puzzle tree) 
(b)  Davidia involucrata (handkerchief tree) 
(c)  Eucalyptus (Gum tree) 
 
from: 

(i) Australia 
(i i) China 
(i i i) South America 

 
2. How are these two plants l inked? 
 
(a)  Clematis armandii 
(b) Davidia involucrata 
 
3.1 These familiar plants are usually clipped as hedges 

and topiary. But, if left untrimmed, how high could 
they ultimately reach? 

 
(a)  Boxus sempervirens (Box) 
(b) Ilex aqui folium (Holly) 
(c) Lonicera nitida (Shrubby Honeysuckle) 
 
Heights: 

(i) 6ft 
(i i) 15ft 
(i i i) 70ft 

 
3.2  Which is not a British native? 
 
4.  When did these famous plant hunters l ive? 
 
(a) David Douglas 
(b) George Forrest 
(c) Robert Fortune 
(d) Ernest Wilson 
 
dates: 
1798 – 1834 1812 – 1880 
1873 – 1932 1876 – 1930 
 
5. The plant collector E H (Chinese)Wilson introduced over 
1000 species into Western gardens. Which of these plants 
did he not introduce? 
 

(a) Actinidia deliciosa (Kiwi) 
(b) Iris forrestii 
(c) Sorbus hupehensis 
(d) Viburnum rhytidophyllum 

6. Where did these common garden plants originate? 
 

(a) Carnations 
(b) Delphiniums 
(c) Hostas 
(d) Michaelmas daisies 

 
from: 

(i) China &  Japan 
(i i) Central Europe 
(i i i) North America 
(iv) South Europe 

 
7. Aquilegia vulgaris has grown in our gardens for some 400 
years, introduced from the wild in Britain and Europe. Other 
Aquilegia species grow around the northern hemisphere, can 
you match up these? 
 
(a) North American Rockies 
(b) Japan 
(c) Alpine Meadows 
(d) China 
 
species: 

(i) Aquilegia alpina 
(i i) A. caerulea 
(i i i) A. flabellata 
(iv) A. viridiflora 

 
8. Primulas are a large family of popular plants. Which of 
them: 
 
(a)  from Japan, needs damp soil? 
(b)  is a british native? 
(c)  was bred in Oregon, USA, by Florence Bellis? 
(d)  is a tender house plant from South Africa? 
 
choose from: 

(i) Primula Barnhaven Group 
(i i) P. japonica 
(i i i) P. obconica 
(iv) P.veris 

 
9. These plants all come from the southern hemisphere, but 
which is the odd one out? 
 
(a) Agapanthus (A frican li ly) 
(b) Dierama (Angel’ s Fishing Rods) 
(c) Kniphofia (Red Hot Poker) 
(d) Phormium (Flax li ly) 
 
10. Which two of these common garden shrubs are from 
North America and which two are from Asia? 
 
(a) Cornus alba 
(b) Cornus florida 
(c) Cornus kousa 
(d) Cornus stolonifera 
 
Answers on page  19 
HAPPY GARDENING NEW YEAR!  
Nick  &  Gill Elef theriou 

Gardeners’ Fireside Quiz 
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LOCAL BUSINESS CELEBRATES  
130 YEARS IN ELLESM ERE 

 
Fred  Roberts,  the well known Ellesmere Gift & 
Stationary shop  celebrates a continuous 130 years in 
business in the centre of the town. The shop, currently 
run by Debbie Hayward and her mother Beryl Hewitt has 
passed down the family since being started by  Charles 

Roberts in 
1872 as a 
p r i n t i n g 
busi n ess. 
Debbie has 
researched 
the family 
h i s t o r y 
using the 
records of 
t h e 
Br i dgwater 
Estate and 
di scovered 
that her 
great, great 
grandfather 
C h a r l e s 

Roberts  took over  the tenancy of an existing printing 
business and paid his f irst rent on the quarter day of 25th 
September 1872. Charles passed away in 1915 and his 
son Fred Roberts took on the business and gave his name 
to the present concern.  The business diversif ied 
alongside its printing work but by  World War II the loss 
of printing skills through the call to arms meant that 
‘ Fred Roberts’  took on its now familiar form as a Gift & 
Stationery Shop. Fred passed away in 1940 and his 
daughter  Ivy Roberts (Debbie’ s great-auntie) took over. 
Ivy, st ill a well remembered Ellesmere resident sadly 
died in 1960 and passed on the business to Beryl who 
still runs it  with Debbie. 
 

Congratul ations from Mere News on  your   
130th Bi r thday. 

Debbie Hayw ard 

 
HEL P AT HOME - A 

NEW SUPPORT 
SERVICE FOR 

OL DER PEOPL E 
 
Age Concern Shropshire 
Telford &  Wrekin has 
been working with older 

people to provide preventive services for the past 51 years.  
Our desire for older people to remain living independently 
in their own homes for as long as possible is central to an 
exciting new scheme called Help at Home.   
 
‘ Funded by Shropshire County Council, Age Concern will 
be providing practical support to older people in the 
Shropshire area. This new initiative will be managed by a 
dedicated group of workers both voluntary and paid who 
will actively promote the dignity, privacy and 
independence of those who use the service. Each 
individual wil l receive an initial assessment that wil l 
ascertain the need for support with practical tasks such as:- 
domestic support, bed making, laundry, ironing, shopping, 
collecting pensions, dog walking, pet care, basic home 
security / maintenance, gardening tasks, social inclusion, 
benefit eligibil ity, advice, information and help with 
correspondence or any other concerns. Some support may 
be ongoing while for others It can be short term. The 
service is subsidized by the Shropshire County Council but 
a small charge will be levied each week for any support  
given to the individual. 
It is envisaged that where services already exist in the local 
community. that are recognized to be of good quality and 
at a competitive rate, the Help at Home Scheme could buy-
in these services. As well as providing the support by a 
mix of voluntary and paid Home Support Workers. These 
Support Workers will be required to undergo an induction 
course prior to going out into the older persons home as 
well as on-going training and monitoring to provide high 
quality practical  help.  
I f anyone reading this article feels they or someone they 
know may benefit from this new service then the Help at  
Home Manager Jenny Rowe would be pleased to hear 
from you. She is also looking for suitable Home Support 
Workers who would l ike to assist an older person with 
their everyday living tasks either as a volunteer or paid 
worker for just a few hours per week. You can contact her 
on 01743 233123 or write to Age Concern, 3 Mardol 
Gardens, Shrewsbury, SY1 1PR so that this innovative 
scheme can start as soon as possible. 

Another L etter to the Editor. 
 
Thanks to al l  the people of Ellesmere who helped, joined in, 
sponsored, ate the roast hog, watched the fi reworks, contributed 
or just walked up and down the towpath at the Shropshi re Union 
Canal  Society Rally of boats on September 14th and 15th. It is 
always a pleasure to come to El lesmere by boat. At the rally 
weekend, I don©t have the time to join in wi th and enjoy the 
Ellesmere Festival , except for the activities at the Rally. I hope 
that the people who worked hard to ensure the Festival  was a 
success real ise that thei r efforts are not in vain. I hope I shall  be 
able to return and enjoy your hospitali ty in future years to come. 
Thank you al l  once more. Brian Holmes "Thursday©s Chi ld" 
br ian.holmes@wynrush.co.uk 
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Home-Start 
 
Home-Start began in 
1973 in Leicester and 
there are now  more 
than 200 schemes  
w hich have been 

developed throughout the UK and abroad. 
Home- Start is a voluntary organisation in w hich 
volunteers offer regular support, friendship and 
practical help to young families under stress, 
with the aim of preventing family crisis and 
break dow n. Home-Start is available for any 
family w ith at least one child under the age of 5.  
 
Home-Start in North Shropshire and Osw estry 
are hoping to recruit more volunteers to bring 
this valuable help to local families. Volunteers 
can be people of any age who have parenting 
experience. They need to be caring, f lexible, 
have the ability to listen and understand the 
need for confidentiality. A commitment of at 
least 2 hours a w eek is required and training is  
given.  
 
Please think about helping us to continue 
providing this valuable service for families in 
your area. To f ind out more, contact Jacki or  
Mel on 01691 680888. 

 

SMALL  ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS 
by appointment 

 
 

WEEKDAYS 
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm – 6.00pm 

 
 

SATURDAYS 
10.00am —10.30am 

 
FARM & HORSE VISITS 

AVAILABLE 
 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Blakemere 
Veterinary Centre 
12 Talbot Street 
Ellesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0HQ 
 
Tel:  (01691) 622201 
Fax; (01691) 622118 
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Poetry Corner  
 

D F Bond 
 

Attention ! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Never marry a mi l i tary man, 
For whatever you try to do. 

It wi l l  never be in the strict regime, 
It wi l l  be the end of you. 

 
You never wi l l  relax again, 

Al though you’ re told “ At Ease”. 
He is so used to discipl ine, 

You’ l l  find him real ly hard to please. 
 

The chores must be done at double-time, 
To leave any room for pleasure, 

I f you many this man in haste i t wi l l mean- 
You can’ t even Repent at Leisure. 

 
 
 

 
PC’s! 

 
 

Its been on the news and in al l  the papers, 
That the older folk are cutting the capers. 

Its no longer PC. Plod who treads the beat, 
But the “ Si lver Surfers” who spread the heat. 
There’ s more of them getting computer wise, 

Don’ t mind getting up to feast their eyes, 
They sit at home shopping just when they please, 

Saves  arthri tic pain on legs and knees. 
It’ s an easier l i fe you can surely bet, 

 
For the “ Si lver Surfers” on the NET . 

 

Happy Days 
 

Was on one of the last days of summer, 
When I took a “ walk” down the Mere, 

It was just l ike a Lowry painting, 
So many people were there. 

 
The latest swan family came to greet them, 

The parents so sleek and so white, 
The cygnets stil l  grey but so fluffy, 
Fi l led everyone there with del ight. 

 
The geese and the ducks were in dozens of course, 

With their food being given so freely, 
I was so happy there on my scooter, 

I fel t l ike just doing a “ wheel ie”. 
 

You could feel  the exci tement of chi ldren,  
And their parents relaxing at leisure,  
How lucky we are to l ive in a place, 

Which gives so many people such pleasure. 

 
Alive 

 
I know I’ m awake, I can hear the mi lkman’ s cart. 
I must make the effort to prise my eyel ids apart. 

Yes -  morning has come, I see the l ight shining thru’  
Now what is i t next that I have to do. 

 
Think I’ l l turn on my side with a nice big heave-o, 

And bring up my knees as far as they’ l l  go. 
T ry li fting my body to an upright posi tion, 

Swing my legs over so my toes are in vision. 
 

Give them a wiggle to see i f they sti l l work, 
Then try standing up, the biggest physical  jerk. 

I’ m al l in one piece, and al ive as they say, 
Go thru’  to the ki tchen, fi rst cup of tea of the day. 

 
It doesn’ t seem long, I’ m not being perverse, 

But the time has come round - 
 

FOR ALL THAT IN REVERSE !!! 

Picture by G Ardi ll  

Q. What kind of tie 
does a pig wear? 

 
A . a pig-sty . 
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the Chapel during the summer of 1898 and the 
opening service was held on 31st  July 1898. The total 
cost was £138-13s-8d, including architect ’ s fees of 
£5-15s-0d and 10 guineas for an organ. Lee Bridges 
Chapel is on the Oswestry, Ellesmere and Chirk 
Methodist Circuit  and holds weekly Sunday services 
at 6.30 pm. Incidentally there is another similar 
buil ding situated locally. The Church of  England 
M ission at  Lower Hordley that  is now used for storage 
by a neighbouring business. 
 
Yours sincerely, Graham Lea. 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
I  was interested in your art icle about  T in Tabernacles 
in the summer edit ion of  Mere News. It  is good to 
know that  the existence of  smaller places of  worship 
is not overlooked.  It  may come as a surprise to know 
that  the smaller chapels, including the t in tabernacles, 
are not  merely museum pieces, but  remain as places of 
worship for somet imes small but  nevertheless faithful 
congregat ions to this day. T his includes Lee Bridges 
Chapel whose picture accompanied your art icle. 
I  wondered about the expression “ the masses”  to 
whom the smaller chapels were aimed. I  believe that 
the original movement of  the Primit ive Methodists 
into Shropshire was aimed at  farm workers and their 
families in smaller rural communit ies - this was a 
movement  which began in the 1820’ s and resulted in 
around thirty congregat ions in our area in that  t ime. It 
is likely that  many religious meet ings began in private 
houses, or somet imes even in rooms in public houses 
before the Chapels were built . I  believe that  we are all 
ent it led to hear and believe the Christ ian gospel, 
whatever our work or status in life. 
 
The descript ion of some places of worship as 
“ humdrum and dist inct ly shabby”  was unkind to the 
people who, ent irely voluntarily, have kept many 
small country chapels open for worshipping 
congregat ions for long periods. In the chapels where I 
am involved we do t ry to undertake some work each 
year, as volunteer’ s t ime and voluntary funds allow. I t 
may not be appreciated that  the Chapels are 
maintained and the ministers are paid ent irely f rom 
the collect ions and fund raising ef forts of  the 
members.  
To appreciate the simple beauty and peace of Lee 
Bridges (or any other small Chapel) come to a Sunday 
evening service at  6.30 pm. On a small point , I  often 
hear people speak of the Wesleyans and the 
Methodists as if  these were dist inct bodies. The 
Methodist  Church (the Wesleyans) began in the 18th 
Century with the work of  Rev.s John and Charles 
Wesley. In the 19th Century there was a t ime of 
forming new Methodist  Cognat ions,  including the 
Primit ive Methodists, and a number of  smaller groups 
who eventually were called the United Methodists. 
 

Nat ionally, all branches of  Methodism were reunited 
in 1932, save only some st ill exist ing Independent 
Methodist Churches. In Ellesmere the Wesleyan and 
Primit ive Methodist  Churches joined forces in 1934. 

 
 
El lesmere Festival . September 

2002 
 
We attended the fest ival by canal boat , the second t ime 
we have done so. and had a very enjoyable t ime. 
One thing that st ruck us, as boaters, was the apparent 
total lack of any acknowledgement in local publicity 
etc.. of  the tremendous amount  of  work which the 
Shropshire Union Canal Society put into organizing 
many of the events that were an integral part of the 
fest ival. On comment ing regarding this during the 
fest ival, we were told that  this lack of  public recognit ion 
of  their work is quite normal. Perhaps those concerned 
with the fest ival, but who are not involved with the 
canal society, do not  appreciate just  how much ef fort 
they put  in. If  so this is a great pity. As an example. the 
Hog Roast was attended not just  by boaters. We shared 
a table with a couple of  local residents, who had 
absolutely no idea that this event , and indeed many 
others, were organised by the canal society. Also, the 
work involved in organising the boat entries to the 
fest ival, is very substant ial. Without  this the fest ival just 
woul d not  be the same. Is there some part icular reason 
the canal society©s ef forts are seemingly ignored in this 
way? I f  so. could someone perhaps explain why this is? 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Mr. R Smith, Ashton-Under-Lyne. (full address supplied) 
 

Tin Tabernacles— Your Comments 
 

Dear Mr. Cart lidge, 
 
I  refer to your art icle ent it led “ T in T abernacles”  in Mere 
News, issue 21 Summer 2002. 
The basic contents were very interest ing and 
informat ive but some of  the descript ions i.e. “ humdrum 
and dist inct ly shabby”  could be interpreted as a litt le 
disrespect ful to local places of  worship especially as the 
denominat ions concerned do not  appreciate 
ceremonious meet ings and outward signs of  grandeur. 
They would rather conduct  worship by humble prayer, 
exchange of  Christ ian opinions and express their 
feelings by robust  hymn singing in surroundings that  are 
warm, welcoming and ref lect  everyday situat ions.  
 
The art icle included a photograph of “ Lee Bridges 
Chapel”  with the capt ion Lee Chapel. I  can assure you 
that  the capt ion is inaccurate as shown by reference to 
the original accounts book that  records the fund raising 
details for the building of  the new Primit ive Methodist 
Chapel commencing with an entry for 20th April 1898. 
The f irst  page of  the book shows that  the Chapel was to 
be called the Kenwick Springs Society, but Kenwick 
Springs was overwritten with heavier black ink “ Lee 
Bridges” . Furthermore, Lee Bridges Methodist  Chapel 
is clearly painted on the not ice board shown in the 
photograph. The builders, Messrs Grif f iths, constructed 

Letters to the Editor  
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My sister Sheila loved being with our brother T om 
and his mates Ted and Jim Wells and they had a great 
t ime, no doubt gett ing into mischief , as they were 
older than my twin and me. 
 

I  went to the Infant  School, a t in building and then at 
the age of 9-10 I  went  to the Girl’ s School up St 
John’ s Hill, my twin doing a lot better than me. I 
wasn’ t  bad at spelling and comps, but Ruth was more 
or less top of  the row at  the end of  term and I was 
nearer the other end (like bookends we were). It  was 
probably my own fault, as my friend and I  had a habit 
of  sneaking out  of  class, going for a bike ride (a 
borrowed bike f rom the bike shed) as far as the Red 
Bridge and back, replace the bike, get  back into class 
and the teacher never missed us. No-one snitched on 
us, also Ruth and I  used to always volunteer to drain 
the milk f rom the bottom of the milk bott les into one, 
which we then had to take for a lady’ s cat , who lived 
down Sandy Lane. We the twins loved doing this and 
the blackbirds would be singing as we went , so every 
t ime I  hear a blackbird I  think of  our lost  sister. We 
loved making camps in the plantat ion – there were 
Ruth Jean Clayton, Sybil Jones, myself, maybe others 
(my mind is forgett ing all names) We used to call 
ourselves the DDG (Dare Devil Gang).  
 

We had very loving parents. Dad was in the Army 
during the War Years, but  I never forget  him coming 
home for good after the war. Mum was st rict  but  f irm, 
had to be with 4 children, but with loads of  love for all 
of  us. 
 

Do any of  your readers remember the gent leman who 
fetched and carried goods for Ellesmere College? He 
had a horse and covered wagon, his name was George 
and he always wore  white shoes. It  seemed to be his 
t rade mark and I  always looked out for him coming 
along Birch Road. 
 
I  remember also the Mere being f rozen over – I  would 
have been about 8 or 9 and my brother and I walked 
across to the Cremorne Gardens. T he ice was creaking 
and cracking and we were a lit t le af raid, but  gosh, did 
my brother get a telling of f after! But  it was only 
because Mum coul d see the danger we had put  
ourselves in. 
 

One last thing springs to mind – there was a Mr Curt is 
who had some land up Birch Road, he grew veg and 
also bushes with fruit , but he had a few pigs, which 
our gang would let  out, then blame it on the boys 
(who were nowhere around), just so we could help to 
put  the pigs back into their st ies. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Mrs B Marszal (nee Godwin) 
Crewe, Cheshire (Tel No. supplied)  
Please contact the Editor if you have any information 
to help Mrs Marszal in her search. 

 
Finally, any Church is not  so much about  the building, 
as the people who are in it, and also a ref lect ion of  the 
communit ies around it. If  there were no Church 
buil dings at  all, the Christ ian faith and Christ ian 
fellowship would go on   - as people turn to God whom 
they believe is at  the heart  of  all things. 
 
Yours faithfully, Andrew Evans,  
Methodist Church M inister, T rimpley, Ellesmere 
 
Ti n Tabernacles – Edi tor ’s Response 
 
Many thanks to everyone who wrote to “ Mere News”  
and to all the people who spoke to me in the st reet  about 
my art icle ‘T in T abernacles’ . I  apologise for my phrase 
“ humdrum and dist inct ly shabby” . I  meant  no disrespect 
whatsoever to anyone. However, as a boy, I  was taken 
to several of  these chapels that  were just that .  We went 
to a Sunday School Anniversary on Biddulph Moor and 
the service was held outside because the Chapel was 
unsafe for so many worshippers. The Chapel was 
repaired through the collect ions and to quote Graham 
Lea’ s letter above, we “ expressed our feelings through 
lusty hymn singing” .  

(see addit ional piece on page 14) 
 

Friends Reunited ? 
 
I  wrote to the Birth Deaths and Marriages Of f ice to see 
if  they could help me t race a person who had been a 
bridesmaid for my sister, f ifty years ago. T hey 
suggested it  would be a good idea to write to the Mere 
News. 

My sister Mrs S Strong and I  are looking for Margaret 
Palin, who lived at  the White Hart , Birch Road. She 
could well by now be married, hence change of name 
f rom Palin, and also have left  the dist rict, but  maybe one 
of  your readers may know something of  her 
whereabouts. 
Now I  must write and say how much I  enjoyed reading 
the ‘ Mere News’ . I  was born in Ellesmere and it  brought 
back such a lot of  memories, especially the wildlife 
pond in Birch Road, as that  is the road where I  was 
born. I  had a twin sister who sadly died aged 52, but  I 
have an older sister and brother. We were all born at 
Number 11, next  door to Aunt ie and Uncle – Happy 
Days. 
 

The pond as you ment ion, was in my day known as the 
Flash, where we used to play on the ice in Winter, 
which was dangerous, but  also there was a f iring range 
close by for pract ice, which we kids used to go and pull 
out  the embedded spent  bullet shells. Opposite our 
house was a wall with an embankment  on top where the 
Eastwood family had chickens and we used to climb the 
wall via the lamp post to play hide and seek in the 
chicken house which housed corn and pellets. We loved 
sneaking in through a t iny push up door and playing 
amongst  the sacks of  meal. Oh I  can smell it  now. 
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Knolton Bryn Mission Room 
 
The Summer issue of “ Mere News” contained a 
photograph of Knolton Bryn M ission Room and an article 
about tin Tabernacles. I have been asked by Mrs Olga 
Cureton to wri te about this particular tin tabernacl e as, 
over the years, members of both our fami l ies attended 
Sunday School and Church of England Services there. 
 
The Knolton Bryn M ission Room was buil t ci rca 1890 and 
the absence of deeds is no doubt due to i t being bui l t on 
“ common land”. Mary Fawler Maude (the author of the 
hymn “ Thine for ever”) and al l  her fami ly were much 
involved with the M ission from the beginning and one 
wonders i f they helped to finance the bui lding. A tea party 
was held in Apri l  1892 to finance the provision of di fferent 
articles of furni ture. A few ladies of the neighbourhood 
provided the food for sev enty people and the col lection 
amounted to £2 8s Od. 
 
The fi rst Harvest Festival  was held in the fol lowing 
October. Flowers and frui t were donated by local  people. 
The Rev J W Unwin the Vicar of Overton read the lessons 
and the Preacher was the Rev Samuel Maude. The 
col lection was donated to the Church Army T raining 
Home. 
 
Several  gi fts were received in 1895- four hanging lamps, 
an organ stool  and a pulpi t. The Easter Day ev ening 
offertory was used to purchase scriptural  pictures to hang 
on the wal ls. The chairs came from Liverpool Cathedral . 
 
M iss Mary Maude formed a choir and often conducted the 
Service with her brother-in-law Bishop F J Chevosse of 
Liverpool preaching the sermon. His son Christopher was 
ordained and later in 1939 became Bishop of Rochester. 

During the 1950’ s he visited Overton as he wished to take 
the service at Knolton Bryn M ission Room where he had 
preached his fi rst sermon and also played the organ. 
 
Mrs Fawkes of Brynti rion, assisted by Sam Roberts, held a 
Sunday School for the local  chi ldren and later Mrs 
Hargreav es of Llan -y cefn took charge with her coachman 
driving her to Knolton in a trap drawn by a grey pony. 
Both Mrs Fawkes and Mrs Hargreaves paid for the 
scholars’  summer outing and tea which in early years was 
to Llangol len and later ones to Rhyl. The gypsies, who 
oft en camped on the common, always attended Sunday  
School especial ly Hezeki ah Roberts’  chi ldren. During the 
late 1930’ s Mrs Hargreav es left Llan y cefn to l ive in  a 
smal ler house in Overton and the Sunday School was 
closed. 
 
For over a hundred years regular services were held 
conducted by various local  lay readers including Doctors, 
Schoolmasters, Station Master and reti red Army personnel, 
assisted by various organists. Special  services were taken 
by the Rectors of Overton with Vicars from neighbouring 
parishes preaching at Harv est Festivals. When War broke 
out blackout material  was bought and made up by 
members of the congregation. 
 
The Mission Room, a grade two listed bui lding, is 
described as a wel l  preserved and detai led example of a 
corrugated i ron mission church — a type which is 
becoming increasingly rare. 
 
At a meeting in the previous October, the Rector of 
Overton and members of the PCC decided this much loved 
place of worship should be closed, and the last service 
took place in February 2000.  
 
Betty Williams. 
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M oney M atters 
 
RETIREMENT, BUT I ’M NOT THAT OL D YET !  
 
 
Ask yoursel f this question “ when wi l l I reti re?” Will  you be 
50, 55, 60, 65 or even 70 ! Now take it one step further and 
ask yoursel f, “ what would I l ike to be doing in reti rement”. If 
you asked someone who had just reti red, my guess is he or 
she would say that they had never been so busy and don’ t 
know how they ever found the time to work.. Almost al l 
wish they had done more saving for i t. 
 
There are a great many people worried about you and your 
standard of l iving in reti rement at the moment. These people 
are the government and their economists in London who 
advise parl iament on matters such as the balance of 
payments, interest rates and the state of the economy. They 
have done a good job over the last fiv e years, along with the 
excel lent management and staff of our great Bri tish 
companies, by keeping the UK recession free. But there is 
one major crisis looming 10-20 years away that is getting 
serious and we have to be aware of this now before i t is too 
late. 
 
It is cal led the savings gap and is basical ly the fact that many 
of us out there do not save towards our reti rements. Some do 
but not nearly as much as they should. The case is made 
worse by the bri l l iant doctors and nurses who insist on 
keeping us fi t and healthy and l iving longer and longer than 
ever before. God bless them. 
 
The last two years has seen the emergence of the stak eholder 
pension. Unless you missed i t that was the poster that was 
stuck up in the canteen, the bri l l iant advertising with the 
sheepdog talking on T .V. Or the pension leaflet you had 
from your employer who may possibly have said something 
l ike “ have a look at this stakeholder thing, don’ t worry i t 
isn’ t compulsory, I have to give you this and promote it or I 
get fined £50,000 ”.  
 
Seriously though, the matter was not handled very wel l  by 
the government but i t isn’ t going to hurt them when the time 
comes to reti re as much as i t is you. You know it makes 
sense to save a bi t towards reti rement and give yoursel f a bi t 
of a nest egg.  
 
You are not restricted to saving for reti rement into just a 
pension scheme nowadays. You can also al locate some 
savings to your annual ISA al lowances and bui ld up some 
funds in a good bank or building society account. But for 
every pound you put into a stakeholder pension the 
government gives you 28 pence. It is bui lding up in a tax free 
account whi lst i t is there too. You can al locate the 
investments to suit your atti tude, whether you are a risk taker 
and prefer Japanese warrants! Or cautious and want deposi ts, 
property or fixed interest securi ties. There are lots and lots of 
companies in the market to choose from and an independent 
financial  adviser can help show you comparisons between al l  
the providers funds and their proposi tions. The stockmarkets 
have had an adv erse effect on some funds of lat e but you can 
sti l l  get good solid property funds with some major players 
with growth rates of up to 8% per year. Of course you have 

to remember that investments can go down as wel l  as up but 
in i ts favour a pension is a long term investment.  
 
The main key benefi ts to a stakeholder is i ts tax efficiency, 
you get the extra tax rel ief of the taxman’ s contribution of 
28 pence for your pound, there are lots of choices as to 
where you can place your money and most of al l  the 
maximum charge you wi l l  be levied is 1 percent a year ! !! 
 
You can have one even i f you already have a pension from 
your employer, have another personal pension, or even i f 
you don’ t work, or parents/grandparents can ev en take one 
out for their chi ldren. The minimum contribution is £15.60 
per month and the maximum is £234 per month net of tax. 
You can also pay in a lump sum of up to £2,808 a year and 
the good old Inland Revenue have to top i t up to £3,600. 
 
So make i t your New Year’ s resolution to save for your 
reti rement. Stop asking yoursel f when wi l l  I reti re and start 
tel l ing yoursel f “ I am going to reti re then….I can sti l l take 
time to enjoy i t and afford to travel……my vision of 
reti rement is going to be jam packed ful l  of hol idays and the 
things I have dreamed of.”  
 
 
Talk to Ellesmere’ s Independent Financial  Advisers Richard 
Owen or Richard Evans at Mere Park Associates.  
Contact detai ls are shown in the  advertisement on the back 
page of Mere News. 

Ushers Christmas Trees 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quality Christmas Trees Galore 
Large Range of Varieties and 
Sizes at competitive prices. 

Wreathes Tree Stands and Lights 
Indoor and outdoor. 

Canal Bridge, St Martins 
St Martins—Gobowen Road 

Open daily from  Sat Nov 30th  
10 am—7 pm 
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early November. By this t ime, virtually all 

ploughing was being done by t ractors, horse-

ploughing being the province of specialist 

compet itors. There were generally three classes for 

ploughing compet it ions: open, horse and Y.F.C. 

members only. As early November would see root 

harvests in full swing, compet it ions were held to 

f ind the best swedes, sugar beet , potatoes and 

mangolds. These crops (except  potatoes) would 

have been the subject  of  hoeing compet it ions during 

the preceding 

summer. Hedge-

laying contests 

also took place 

p r ov i ded a 

suitable length 

of  hedge could 

be found fairly 

close to where 

the ploughing 

w as t ak i n g 

place. 

D ur i n g  t h e 

summer months, 

a day t rip would 

be made by the club to an agriculturally connected 

industry. Visits to the Plant  Breeding Stat ion at 

Aberystwyth, M ilns Seeds at  Chester, Bibby 

Feedingstuf fs and poultry farm as well as the 

Standard Motor Company’ s Banner Lane factory at 

Coventry, where Harry Ferguson’ s litt le grey 

t ractors were leaving the product ion at  a brisk rate, 

come to mind.  

Naturally, in a young people’ s club the social side of 

things was not  neglected. In the early days (1930s), 

just  an annual dance was held. Later a Christmas 

Whist  Drive was organised as well as a Christmas 

Party for members and f riends. These events were 

invariably held in what is now the “ old”  Town Hall 

in Ellesmere. By the later 1940s, an Annual Ball 

was enjoyed when formal dress was worn. The cost 

of  t ickets for this funct ion (to include supper) was 

usually ten shillings. Any prof it  f rom the above 

events was consigned to “ Club Funds” , the yearly 

subscript ion being only a f lorin. 

 

The Club st ructure was very sound including a 

president , club leader and advisory committee 

(Continued on page 17) 

Recollections of El lesmere Young Farmers 
 

A Young Farmers Club was f irst  formed in Ellesmere in 

about  1934 at  the suggest ion of  Mrs Clay of  Crickett , the 

f irst  secretary of  the club being her daughter M iss Winnie 

Clay. Age limits for membership were 10 to 21 years. 

Young Farmers Clubs seem to have been somewhat 

unfortunately and inaccurately named for, although aimed 

primarily at  attract ing the membership of farmers’  sons and 

daughters, it  follows no more that  the son of a farmer should 

be a young 

farmer than the 

son of  (say) a 

doctor should 

be a young 

doctor!  

One of  the f irst 

club leaders (if  

not the very 

f irst) of the 

E l l e s m e r e 

Young Farmers 

was Mr W.E.H. 

Gill whose f irm 

hand guided 

the club’ s main act ivit ies, which, in the mid-1930s, were 

livestock rearing and showing, and various farm skills 

compet it ions. T he club’ s f irst calf  show was held in 

Ellesmere Smithf ield in 1936 when eight calves of the 

shorthorn breed were exhibited. Pigs were also reared and 

fattened then judged (presumably for conformat ion) and 

eventually sold to George Hayward the pork butcher of 

Scot land Street , Ellesmere. Hand-milking compet it ions were 

held in the 1930s both at internal club level and also versus 

other clubs. T he f irst  winners of  these compet it ions were 

John Clay and Grace T homas. 

 

In the early 1940s, a drive for more members was inst igated 

and backed by the Salop War Agricultural Execut ive 

Committee. This was successful and a substant ial number of 

new members were recruited. As a wart ime measure, boys 

and girls on leaving school were expected to join a useful  

organisat ion. Helped and encouraged by the County 

Council, the Y.F.C. movement  held the status of  a youth 

educat ional movement  and was therefore the obvious thing 

for young country people to become involved with. 

With the advent  of  the ploughing-up campaign of  the early 

1940s, annual ploughing matches were arranged, usually in 
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consist ing of  local farmers with perhaps one or two 

town business people. A chairman, vice-chairman, 

secretary, t reasurer and social secretary with some six 

or eight members completed the club committee. 

Later a country organiser was employed part ly by the 

County Council and part ly by the Y.F.C. themselves. 

This post  during the 1950s never seemed to enjoy 

complete success and eventually Ellesmere Young 

Farmers Club became known as Ellesmere Junior 

Nat ional Farmers Union as did clubs at  Whitchurch, 

Market  Drayton and Shifnal. 

 

In the 1970s, Ellesmere Young Farmers Club was 

reformed as such and is apparent ly st ill in being 

although nowadays more importance seems to be 

attached to part icipat ing in social and sport ing events 

and charitable fund-raising which, although 

eminent ly praiseworthy, does litt le to preserve the 

agricultural skills and abilit ies of  half a century ago. 

 
Stanley Horton 

(Continued from page 16) 

‘AMDRAMS’  
 

Wow! What  a great  success the last  product ion by 
Ellesmere Amateur Dramat ic  
Society was. Agatha Christ ie©s 
play  “ A Murder is Announced” 
was produced by Joanne  Davies 
and featured many of  the 
regulars f rom the society.  
Despite not  playing it  for laughs,  Joanne’ s direct ion  
was able to demonstrate the ample talents of  the 
company in f inding comic moments without  disturbing 
the suspense of the plot . This product ion surely 
showed the depth of  the ability possessed by the 
AMDRAMS. The more usual fayre of pantos and 
musicals, the fun side of  the repertoire, is balanced by 
such serious product ions as this.  T he public clearly 
enjoy this ‘ straight ’  drama and deserve to see more in 
the future.      G A 
 
 T he company are current ly rehearsing Dick 
Whitt ington to be shown at  the Eglantyne Jebb 
Theatre, Lakelands School. (23rd-25th Jan 2003). 
Booking Of f ice — Maxwell’ s Print ing Services. 
 

The ful l  programme for 2003 can be found on : 
www.el lesmere.info/community/amdrams.htm 

 

 
NORTH SHROPSHIRE FURNI TURE SCHEM E 

Registered Char ity Number  1087414 
 

Have you any unwanted household humus or furniture? 
 
North Shropshire Furniture Scheme is currently  facing a shortage of saucepans, kitchen equipment, 
towels and bedding., if you have any spare items to donate please cal l 01939 234222 
 
We can also col lect items of furniture providing it is still in good condition, for example carpets, beds 
and three piece suites but other items are also needed, if you have something that you no longer need 
but may be useful for us to pass on to someone else please contact us for advice or to arrange a 
collection. 
 
We rely  on public donations to enable us to distribute furniture to people and famili es referred to us for 
lots of different reasons, including those on low incomes, perhaps escaping domestic violence, people 
who have experienced  a f ire in their homes or simply  cannot afford to replace an item such as a fridge 
or washing machine. 
 

We are usually  in the office  to take  cal ls an Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9 am—3 pm. 
 

For donations of furniture and household items, please phone 01939 234222 on Wednesdays and 
Thursdays 9-3. 
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Ellesmere Infolink 
 
We should l ike to thank everyone who fi l led in a 
questionnaire in support of the Infol ink and to Ann 
Hartley for putting our case forward to North Shropshire 
District Counci l .  We are very pleased to say that Infol ink  
has been saved for a further three years. 
 
The Job Centre cards are being phased out, but we have 
been promised that we wi l l  sti l l  receive new vacancies on 
A4 sheets – so i t wi l l be al l  fi les instead of job boards 
eventual ly.  We are enquiring into the possibi li ty of 
getting a touch screen, but this is a question of funding. 
 
We are always looking to improve our service to the 
community and we have had several  suggestions from our 
questionnaires.  Opening longer hours and for more days a 
week is also a question of funding, but we wi l l  investigate 
the other suggestions.   
 
The Press is always phoning up to see what’ s going on in 
El lesmere or the surrounding area. Don’t forget we’ re 
always glad to publ icise events, so ei ther give us a poster 
or wri te i t in the Diary. 
 
 
It is now possible to buy  tickets in advance for the next  
Reels on Wheels fi lm showing at the Town Hal l . Just pop 
in  to the Infol ink to reserve your seats for £3 each.  
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At  The Trotting M are,  Overton 
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 *   Eat as much as you like *  
For  only—£5.50 

 
Buffet wi ll consist of: 
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For  further  details please telephone :     The Tr otting M are on 01978 710743 

 

 L ESL IE YOUNGER 
SEPTIC TANK  

EMPTYING  
PROMPT  & EFFI CI ENT SERVICE 

L ICENCED WASTE 
CARRI ER 

� � 20 Mile Radius Served 
� � Competit ive Pr ices 

 

 Chirk (01691)772381 
Broad Oak Farm St Martins 

Nr Oswestry SY11 3DR 
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GARDENERS’ 
FIRESIDE QUIZ 

ANSWERS 
From page 8 

 
 1 (a) (i i i ) 
  (b) (i i ) 
  (c) (i ) 
 
2. Both plants were 
discovered in China by 
the French missionary 
Père Armand David and 
named after him. 
 
3.1 (a)  (i i ) 

(b) (i i i ) 
(c) (i ) 

 
3.2 (c) Lonicera 
ni tida was introduced 
from China by E H 
Wilson 
 
4              (a)1798-1834 
                (b)1873-1932 
                (c)1812-1880 
                (d)1876-1930 
 
5 (b) Iris forresti i  was 
introduced by George 
Forrest and named after 
him 
6. 
      (a) (iv) 
      (b) (i i ) 
      ( c) (i ) 
      (d) (i i i ) 
7  
                   (a)   (i i ) 
                   (b)  (i i i ) 
                   ( c)  ( i ) 
                   (d)  (iv) 
 
8              (a) (i i ) 

             (b) (iv) 
             (c) ( i ) 
             (d) (i ii ) 

 
9.                  
   (d) Phormiums come 
from New Zeal and, the 
others from Africa. 
 
 10  
          (a) Asia 
          (b) North America 
  (c) Asia 
          (d) North America 
 

A snai l  went into a 
car show room for a 
high performance 
sports car. He saw 
one he l iked, but it 
was a model 204B. 
He insisted that the 
sales person change 
i t to a 204S, being a 
snai l  (S for snai l ). It 

would cost £1000 extra, the snai l  agreed to 
pay and he drove the car out of the showroom 
and roared around the town. People saw him 
passing and said WOW! See that S CAR GO! 
 

 

Terse Verse 
 
They showed him the job that couldn’ t be done 
He smiled as he went to i t 
He tackled the job that couldn’ t be done 
And found he couldn’ t Do i t! 
 
How does a l i ttle l iver pi l l,  
When you’ re i ll , 
Know where your l iver is? 
Eh?  
 
Terry Cartl idge 
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Between the Wars  
(final part) 

 
Now the Boy Scouts. The f irst I  remember of  the Boy 
Scouts was when I  joined, and the Scoutmaster then 
was Dr. Drawbridge, who had his sur gery in T albot 
St reet. At  that  t ime the t roop would be about  40 st rong. 
I t  ceased during the World War 1. I  believe the main 
reason was because Dr. Drawbridge took up an 
appointment  at Ellesmere College, and there was no-
one in Ellesmere at  that  t ime suitable to take on the 
dut ies of  Scoutmaster- they were all at  the war. So the 
scout  t roop, although not  of f icially disbanded, became 
like a number of  lost  souls wandering in the wilderness 
without a leader.  
The one sect ion of the scouts which did, to a certain 
extent , keep together, was the band and they cont inued 
to meet  quite occasionally to keep in pract ice. 
Eventually the war f inished and a certain Captain 
Adam took up residence with his mother, Mrs Adam, 
and his younger brother, Mr Walter Adam at  the Seven 
Sisters. He was wounded in the war, and walked with a 
limp and with the aid of  a walking st ick. ‘twas said that 
he rarely knew what it  was to be without  pain. 
Somehow or other the members of the Scout  band 
discovered that he might  be interested in helping to re-
form the Scout  troop and it  was they, Jack Chetwood, 
Baden Powell 
Chetwood (he 
was obviously 
born to be a 
boy scout ), Bob 
Chetwood, Fred 
Gregory, Cassie 
H ughes and 
Douglas Edge.  
A l s o 
accompanyi ng 
them on this 
o c c a s i o n , 
although not  a 
member of  the 
ban d,  w as 
Douglas Roe, 
E l l esm er e ’ s 
w e l l - k n o w n 
and respected barber. It was quite a coincidence that at 
that  t ime all the foregoing lived in Watergate St reet, 
which was probably the reason why Doug Roe was 
included. T hey all went  up to see Captain Adam, who 
was reported to be very interested, and a meet ing of  all 
scouts who had served in the former t roop was 
convened and held, I  think, in the Coach house of The 
Grange, the residence of  M ajor Keith Needham who 
had recent ly come to reside there, and who was a great 
f riend of Captain Adam; both gent lemen being 
interested in re-start ing the Scout  movement  in 

Ellesmere. T he meet ing was a great success, and the 
wheels were set  in mot ion for the format ion of what 
turned out  to be, like the Corinthians Football Club,  
and the Cricket Knock-out  period, the most 
successful era of scout ing in Ellesmere’ s history. 
Captain Adam became Scoutmaster, and Major 
Needham, Tom Jones (Red L ion), A lan Ashley 
became Assistant Scoutmasters, and the t roop grew 
and grew unt il it  reached its peak of  120, and I  
believe I  am right  in saying that  it  was the largest 
t roop in England. But  actually this was only because,  
in spite of  repeated requests by the County 
Federat ion to form two or more t roops we refused. (I 
believe the rule throughout  the scout  world was that  a 
t roop should not  exceed 50 or thereabouts). Our main 
reason for holding out was that if the t roop was split 
into two then one troop would not  have our beloved 
Captain Adam as Scoutmaster, and no way was that 
to happen, so I believe we were in the end, granted a 
special dispensat ion and so soldiered on. Our weekly 
meet ings were for a t ime held at  T he Grange or the 
Seven Sisters, and then we moved to the boathouse 
and our headquarters was the wooden hut  which now 
houses the M ere Centre project . I think some 
Ellesmere historians say that  this hut originally came 
f rom Park Hall Camp, Oswest ry, but I have always 
been under the impression that  it  was purchased f rom 
Bett isf ield Park Camp. We had an excellent  band, 

and as I  recall the 
combinat ion was 
as follows, and I 
give as many 
names as I  can-  
 
2 Side dr ums 
(A lbert Harris and 
Harry Hawkins), 
4 Kett le drums 
(Fred Gregory, 
Dougl as Edge, 
Oliver (Buf fer) 
Hood and Harry 
(Cassie) Hughes). 
6 Bugles (Hubert 
Sellars, Baden P. 
Chetwood, Bob 
Chetwood) 

Big drum (Clive Jones) and cornet  (Jack Chetwood). 
The latter instrument  allowed the band to start  of f  
with the bugles, then the cornet  would come in with a 
melody like “ M arching to Georgia”  or a World War 1 
song, then the bugles woul d come crashing in to 
f inish it  of f. A short spell of  drums only and then of f 
again. For a Scout band it  was some band and about 
once a month the people of  Ellesmere were given a 
t reat, or so we f irmly believed. We would form up on 
the road outside the boathouse. T he f lag bearer in 
f ront , then the T roop Leader (Sid Lawrence), next  the 
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band, and then the ordinary scouts in pat rols, the pat rol 
leader being in f ront of  his own part icular pat rol. We 
thought  we were the “ bees knees,”  and by gad we were.  
The parade would march of f to the beat of  one drum 
and then 
opposite the 
Red L ion, 
al l  hel l 
woul d be let 
loose. The 
c o m m an d 
“ M arch at 
at t en t i on ” 
woul d be 
given, and 
kett le and 
side drums 
woul d crash 
out , and 
soon after 
the bugles would blare forth, as with now grim faces, 
shoulders back and in step, we sallied forth to give the 
people of Ellesmere that long awaited t reat . Adoring 
and proud mothers would be standing on their doorsteps 
waving and coo-cooing to their part icular loving 
of fspring, but those waved or coo-cooed at  looked 
neither to right nor left , but carried on eyes f ront , the 
grim look becoming even more grim. This was no t ime 
for f rivolity- this was very serious stuf f, and so after 
encircling the town, we returned, t riumphant , to our 
headquarters. 
Fond memories of   Doug Roe, Jack  Vaughan, Jack 
L loyd, Percy Grif f iths, Charlie Peel, Frank Chetta, 
Harry Chetta, Stocker Cartwright , Bernard Oakley, Bill 
Vaughan, Harry Davies, and many others – Happy days. 
 
The Scout t roop cont inued to be very successful. T he 
annual camps and adventure weekends were held. An 
Annual swimming gala came into being. Visit ing 
swimmers f rom Oswest ry, Wrexham, Shrewsbury, etc., 
used to bath swimming, captured all the short  distance 
events. T he only event  we Ellesmereans won was the 
race to swim the M ere, across and back. Clive Jones 
won this quite a few t imes.  
The f irst big jamboree was held at Arrowe Park, 
Birkenhead, and the Ellesmere Troop, or as many as 
possible of  the t roop, attended and put  on a display. 
Some scouts were unable to attend for the whole period, 
and they cycled to Birkenhead one day and returned the 
next . Harry Davies was one of these cyclists. It showed 
the keenness in Scout ing in Ellesmere at  this t ime. 
 
Captain Adam also invented a “ t ruck-cum-tent ” . It 
served as a two wheeled t ruck and could very quickly 
be t ransformed into a tent or hut ; the f loor of  the t ruck 
formed the roof, supported by the four shafts and the 
sides being formed by canvas sheet ing. The wheels also 
provided a stabling effect , I  cannot remember how, but  I 

do know it  was very good indeed.  
 
There is an age limit , I  think 16, as to how long one 
can remain an act ive scout , and many of  us were 

reaching this 
age , but were 
reluctant  to 
give up our 
s c o u t i n g 
ac t i v i t i es. 
Fortunately a 
senior branch 
of  the Scouts 
had been 
i n st i t ut ed , 
called “ Rover 
Scouts” , and a 
t r oop of 
Rover Scouts 
was formed in 

Ellesmere. It had a membership of  about  20 plus, and 
did some excellent work, mainly helping the younger 
scouts. An annual scout  concert  became a very 
popular event  in the Ellesmere Social Calendar. T hese 
concerts started off  in Trimpley Hall, but became so 
popular that  it was soon t ransferred to the old Town 
Hall and played to full houses on about  3 or 4 nights. I 
recall one show we put  on included a mini-pantomime 
ent it led “ Babes- Cinda-Wood” . This was a mixture, 
need I  say, of  Cinderella and Babes in the Wood.  
 
Harry Chetta and Percy Grif f iths were the babes, and I 
think I was Cinderella, and Bernard Oakley, Jack 
L loyd, Charlie Peel, Frank Chetta and about 4 others 
formed, as you can imagine, a beaut iful bunch of 
chorus girls. 
 
In the middle of  all these happenings a new Scout  Hut  
was built  on land of f  Wharf Road, and which, I 
understand, is st il l in use by the present  Ellesmere 
t roop. 
 
During all this t ime the inf luence of  Captain Charles 
Adam, who eventually became Scout County 
Commissioner for the whole of  Shropshire, was 
forever prominent. What  a man! Every Scout  thought 
the world of  him. He collapsed and died whilst  
shopping in Shrewsbury on the 18th January 1958, 
aged 68. He was, in every sense of  the words – A 
VERY GALLANT GENTLEM AN. 
 
Here I  must end my write-ups of life in Ellesmere 
between the wars and I  hope it  will be of  interest  to 
young and old alike. 
 

Norman Dawson 
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TOWNS AND CI TI ES I N THE UNI TED KI NGDOM 
 

A Quiz set by Mrs DF Bond 
 

£5 Prize for the winning entry. Answers to the Editor by January 31st 2003. (Usual conditions apply.) 

Al l  answers are UK  towns or ci ties eg: what we breathe = Ayr 

Local Knowledge Quiz Answers from Issue 21 

1. Adelbert  Peregrine Francis Cust  
2. 1950 
3. Rev. G. S. L loyd 
4. T. Lovatt  W illiams 
5. M ellingfold 
6. Geof f rey Egerton Tower 
7. I ron and Brass Foundry 

8. The Ellesmere Hotel (Royal Oak changed 
to Bridgewater Arms) 

9. Six thousand pounds 
10. M r G. Pritchard 
11. Wesleyan 
12. 1983 
13. The (6th) Duke of Westminster 
14. Great  crested grebe 

1 What  we breathe 22 Span compass point  43 Creepy 

2 Fresh selling place 23 One of  the three R’ s 44 South Seas Island greet ing 

3 M cGui gan 24 Sauce 45 Supply food for bad actor 

4 Emu’ s f riend 25 M oss racer 46 Beloved heavyweight  

5 Add fuel to the f ire 26 Sister cannibalised 47 Top of the pit  

6 Possess insect  27 Fort ress crossing 48 Singing si sters 

7 Replacement  for Noah 28 Prime number of t rees 49 New Zealand chess piece 

8 Inter 29 Fawlty professor 50 Batt le town 

9 Sick crossing 30 Cooks pasture 51 Grocery date 

10 D J T ony 31 T alk meat  52 Farm building fastener 

11 Rowan 32 Theat re land 53 Seated, life began 

12 Fruit  skin 33 Reverend Ian 54 A good place to bathe 

13 Snowy refuge 34 M onarch stops horse 55 Quent in in the Lords 

14 Carry on Barbara 35 Yorkshire fair 56 T itfer meadow 

15 Disallow the funeral 36 Parent  in good health 57 Ost rich-like rabbit  hole 

16 Sausage 37 Consumed 58 Crank M iss Rantzen  

17 T ub of water 38 Royal photographer 59 Granny is nervous 

18 Diddy David 39 Forest v County 60 Where the clay worker drinks 

19 Toilet  40 But ty 61 Cont inue tearing 

20 First  American president  41 Dionne 62 Lady sculpture 

21 W ise associate 42 M ilk from here   

Q. What pet makes the 
loudest noise? 

 
A. a trumpet. 

Q. What gets bigger the 
more you take away? 

 
A. a hole. 
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A CROSS 
 

     1  Your pub? (5) 
  4 The street to take you North across the border? (8) 
10 Some grow a plant in this, some sit on i t, and some smoke i t 

(so I’ m told!) (3) 
11 Appear to be (4) 
13 & 12 Down A good mooring here, in the meadow (10,6) 
14 A (former) mere near Cockshutt (5) 
16 Draws straight l ines — we should fol low them (5) 
17 A Drive, a Grove and a House (5) 
18 Road for Cri ftins and St. Martin’ s (5) 
20 Later maybe? (3) 
21 Poor old horse (3) 
23    Market day (7) 
24 Red or white; sweet, medium or dry (4) 
25 In which di rection is Ruabon from El lesmere? (2) 
26 Set this; in short, you can then watch when you want to (3) 
27 & 22 Down They were given to the town by Lord 

Brownlow (8,7) 
32 I’ m afraid but in the centre is help (3) 
33 A metal  - once heated on the stove, now electric (4) 
35 This street originally curved round the edge of the (more 

extensive) Mere (9,2) 
37 You might go on these wi th 3 Down (5) 

 
 

DOW N 
 

 2 This terrace was named after a lady (9,3) 
 3 The local  coach fi rm (8) 
 4 This was once where you could cross the narrow 
  part of the Mere, when it was much larger (10) 
 5 A l ittle cottage (3) 
 6 Hidden by the trees across the Mere (6) 
 7 A quadruped — si lly fel low (3) 
 8 A Farm and a Brook (6) 
 9 Flows through L langol len, Chester and Bangor (3) 
       12 See 13 Across 
       13     & 25  The road from which to see Welsh hi lls (6,4) 
       15    In Cross Street, and your  1 Across maybe? (3,4) 
       19     This app;ies to traffic in 35 Across (3,3) 
       22     See 27 Across 
       25  No Through Road — ini tially (3) 
       26     See l3 
       28   Scottish dance - which holds the l ine! (4) 
       29  Buy these, shortly, from any newsagent (3) 
       30    Renowned for leaving sinking ships (4) 
       31    Market Drayton is roughly which way from 
               El lesmere? (4) 
       34  Gran (3) 
       36  In town (in the middle) (2) 
 

A prize for the first correct entry drawn after the dosing date of 31st January 2003  
Entries to The Editor or Ellesmere L ibrary 

111    222    333    444   555   666     777   888   999     

      101010       111111     121212    

131313             141414       

          151515        

161616        171717            

          181818     191919     

202020               212121    222222   

  232323          242424        

 252525                 

262626      272727   282828    292929    303030    313131    323232     

333333     343434               

  353535            363636      

           373737       

ELLESMERE CROSSWORD Many of the clues relate to Ellesmere.  
Most clues are quite straightforward -  a few are a little bit cryptic! - Good Luck. 

 

compiled by David Farncombe 
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The Answers to the Mere News Bumper Quiz sold this Summer 

The 1st Prize of £20 goes to Nikki  Youngs, 2nd Prize of £5 was won by Peter Ashley.  Well  done! 

1. 1066 = Battle of Hastings 31. Boliviano 61. Fish 

2. 4 = Minute Mile (Roger Bannister) 32. Australia 62. K irschwasser 

3. 12 Apostles of Jesus 33. Nei ther. They are equidistant from the 
Equator 

63. A Nut 

4. 3 = Points for a score draw on the footbal l  pools 34. Pennsylvania Station 64. Clari fied Butter 

5. 12 = Signs of the Zodiac 35. Ei lat 65. Carrots 

6. 4= Inches in a hand 36. Bayern 66. Bloody Mary 

7. 1605 Year of the Gunpowder Plot 37. Belgium 67. A Mushroom 

8. 10 = Downing Street(Prime Minister’s Residence) 38. Nottingham 68. A Cherry 

9. 7 Brides for Seven Brothers 39. Newgate 69. Black 

10. 12 Tribes of Israel  40. The Clyde 70. When raw, they are poisonous 

11. 80 Days Around the World 41. Jules Verne 71. Peggy Lee 

12. 1966=World Cup Final  in England 42. Rider Haggard 72. Pussy Galore 

13. 13 = Baker’s Dozen 43. Sapper 73. Mae West 

14. 2 = Two Competi tors in Boat Race(Putney to 
Mortlake) 

44. Oscar Wilde 74. Arnold Bennett 

15. O = Out for a Duck in Cricket  45. George Bernard Shaw 75. Bread 

16. 1941=Japan Attacks Pearl  Harbour 46. Set 76. Danny La Rue 

17. 1 Length of Cricket Pitch (Chain) 47. Eddie Shoestring 77. Margaret Thatcher 

18. 10,000 = Duke of York’s Men 48. Cadfael  78. Phil ip 

19. 82 = Segments on a Dart Board 49. Adrian Kershaw 79. Ken Dodd 

20. 3 = Coins in a Fountain 50. The Highway Code 80. CS Forrester 

21. Yel low 51. Chicago 81. Si r Francis Drake’s 

22. Po 52. Muhammed Al i  82. The Duke of Wel lington 

23. Gaby Roslin 53. Mike Denness 83. Amid the Al ien Corn 

24. Grant Mitchel l  54. Sugar Ray Robinson 84. None 

25. Nephew 55. Robin Knox Johnson 85. Touch 

26. Children’s Programmes 56. Lester Piggott 86. Asqui th 

27. Mystic Meg 57. Gilbert 87. Three Coins in a Fountain 

28. Jamie Ol iver 58. Somerset 88. None 

29. Fishing 59. John Charles 89. Clunk-Cl ick 

30. Brabinger 60. Wasim Akram 90. Les Dawson 

Q. What do you call a 
boomerang that doesn’ t 

come back? 
 

A. a stick 

Q. How do you know your 
dustbin is full of toadstools? 

 
A. There’s no mushroom 

inside. 
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