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Editorial

Wecome once again to “Mere News’ — issue 22, Winter 2002.
This bumper edition will give you something to get your teeth
into, plenty to read, plenty to do — 3 compditionsthis timeto keep
you occupied over Christmas and Boxing Day and don't forget
our vauabl e prizes. So pleaselet us haveyour entries in after all, |
need something to keep me occupied during the dark days of
January .

| was in the Town Hall recently, | joined a group of people who
| were studying the plans for the Whaf Development and,

eavesdropping, it became clear to me what they were sudying. In
 paticular, they were discussing the size of the projected
Supermarket, so many thousand square feet of floor gpace doesn’t mean alot to most people.

As | understand the situation, two sizes of Supermarket have been mooted, the first choice seemsto be
about the size of Whitchurch Tesco, second choice could be much bigger. However the decision has
been deferred to next year so the siteremains atip and an eyesore for quite awhilelonger.

On tha cheerful note, all of us a Mere News wish dl of you, our readers, our advertisers, our
distributors and our contributors avery Happy Chrigmas and avery progperous New Year.
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On a persond nate, | would like to gve grateful thanks to our
contributors for without you, M ere News would be very dull Next |ssue
indeed. Spring 2003
I Artides and Adverts
Thank You! in by end March please
Terry Catlidge Items submitted on Floppy disk or by
emal |l (merenews@ell esmere.info) are
much apprecigedby the produdion
team
size A4 A5 A6 A7 A8
per issue £25 £15 £10 £7 £4
Featurepostion* |£30 £20 £15 £10 £6
Please sendyour adverts Inside front or back
requirementsto Margaret cover
Lagoyianni or any member of _
details on front cover. Featureposition* |[£75 £50 £35 £20 £15

Statutory disdaimer
All adverts and artides are published in goodfaith. We (the production team) cannot check all thedetailsin theartidesfor accuracy
or otherwise and any views expressed are not necessarily our views. Neither can we be held responsible for the actions of any
advertiser, nowor inthefuture.

Publicaion ddes.

Publicaion daes printed in * Mere News are approximate only. We do try to keep to our daes hut, because of the way Mere News is
produced and because we depend onoutd de agenci es for printing and typing, del ays may occur.






CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
FROM THE MAYOR OFELL ESM ERE

CLLR MRSAVERIL MACDONALD

Chrigmas is amog upon us once again, thisyear appearsto have flown. It has been quite a good
year for usin Ellesmere The shops are occupied with new busnesses coming in. | feel tha this
shows confidencein thetown, long may it continue.

In January we had a mog successful Mayor’ s Ball, and hopeto have areped this coming January.
A date for your diaries - 18" January 2003. The T riathlon was a grea success despitethe weathe.
Soectaorswere aswet asthe competitors but thisdid not deter from the interes. Thiswasthe 11t
year for this exciting popular event - B.T.A. National Age Group Championsips and World
Champion Qualifier. The Queen’ s Golden Jubilee was celebrated with a Civic Serviceda S May’s
Church and the Carnival Committee held a Fun Day in the Cranome Gardens. In July the Town
Council held its Civic Service in aid of The Lingen Davies Rainbow Children’s Cancer Appeal.
Many local residents and guests from around the County atended. T he Ratary Club of Ellesmere
and Ellesmere and Districdc Round T able held their annual Regatta which was great fun on a
beautiful day. Ellesmere Camival Committee worked tirelesdy yet again to ensure another
excellent carnival. The Ellegnere Fegival was wonderful, the best ever | feel, beginning withthe
opening of an ats exhibition on Thursday evening and ending with a ChurchesT ogeher Songs of
Praise a S Mary’s Church on Sunday evening.

Ellesmere in Bloom have worked their sodks off ye againto ensure tha we continue to look our
very best. They have aeaed more colourful flower beds around thetown. The Britain in Bloom
compdition awards were held in Hereford and | was invited to accompany the Chairman, Mrs
Diana Andrews and Mrs Sarah S okes. Ellesmere won a Slver Gilt Award which was excellent
news. Once again Ellesmee and Didricd Round Table had a wonderful bonfire and fireworks
display on Castldfields. All these efforts are wonderful for thetown - we are so0 lucky to have such
agreat community spirit.

Ellesmere Timber Company have once again given a beautiful Chrigmas Tree to the town. The
Rotary Club of Ellesmere will create a Tree of Lights with the proceeds going to the Maamillan
Nurses and the Shropshire and Mid Wales Hospice A Community Carol Service will be held on
Saturday 14t December 2002 & 10.45 am on the Promenade in Cross Sreet. The Lakelands School
Band with their Musical Director Mrs Carol King, The County Primary School Recorder Ensemble
and Choir with their Musical Diredor Miss Lynn Bartley, will accompany the carol singing.
Everyone ismod welcome The children will be delighted to know tha Faher Chrigmas will be
present, ably asssted by the Ellesnereand Districc Round T able.

The Old Dairy Ste saga rumbles ever on. The Public Inquiry will start on 4" Mach 2003. Watch
this acel.

May |, on behalf of myself and Ellesmere Town Council, take this opportunity to wish you all a
very hgppy peaceful Chrigmas and aprosperous New Y ear.

ClIr Averil R MacDonald
Mayor of Ellesmere

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y O



The Golden Years of Variety
Charlie Edwar ds

In the 30's and 40’ s there were 700 Varigy Theares in
this country, 100 in the London area alone, such as the
Hippodrome CGolders Green, The Holborn Empire,
M etropole, Edgeware Road, Finsbury Park Empire éc.

Being an entertaine myself in those days (I was a
ventriloquigt) | followed “varigy” just like the young
people of today follow pop groups, being a member of the
VAF (Variety Artigs Federaion) now defund, also gone
is the weekly varigty newspaper “ The Performer”. Having
my VAF card | was able to very often go backstage to
watch a vaiey show from the wings — and watch from
close quartes such atists as Norman Evans (Over the
garden wall), double acts like Clgphan and Dwyer,
Collinson and Breen, Else and Doris Waers (Gert and
Daisy), Morecanbe and Wise, Revnel and Weg, Lucan
and McShane (Old Mother Riley), Mike and Bemie
Wintersand members of theoriginal “ Qrazy Gang’, Nervo
and Knox, Naughton and Gold, Flanagan and Allen and
marny more.

Older readers will also remember names like Tommy
Handley, Rob Wilton, Ted Ray, Gracie Fields, George
Formby, Nellie Wallace, Tommy Trinder, Max Mille,
Tesse O Shea, Max Bygraves, Arthur Askey, Florence
Desmond and many more Readers woul d understand why
| thought they were golden years, because of course they
are now gone forever, never to reurn and no longer does
the “call boy” rush around knocking on dressng room
doors shouting“ Overtureand beginnersplease!”

In fact on my last vist to Cheder | noticed tha the old
Royal Varigy Thedre in City Road has been knocked
down!!! | have many happy meamories of being backgage
there. For the bendit of younger readers, a varigy hill
contained something like — a comedian, singer, juggler,
dancers, ventriloquist, indrumentalist - in fact tha’s just
what it was, “ VARIETY”
HAPPY DAYS

Charlie who has
recently celebraed

his 70th birthday,
is a much loved
locd dar, the
Ellesmere Town
Crier and Compere
to many public
events.

* CHARLIE EDWARDS *

(extract from Saltney & Saltney Ferr y—an illustrated hisory)

The North’s Leading Comedian, Professor of the Magic
Cirde and Whistling Act

Charlie Edwards was born in Runcorn and moved to
SHtney, aged 11 yeas, when hisdad, Gllie, took over
as landlord of thé Anchor Hotel in 1943. Charlie had
been a member of concert partiessncehe was 7 years
old but the move to the Anchor opened up a whole
new entertainment area, someimes finding him
working five nights a week around the associaions,
hotels and clubs of Chegter.

The Safford, Bars, Blossoms, Grosvenor,

uaintways, Browns and the T own Hall were some of
the city’s venues and as far asPrestayn, Rhyl, Mold,
Malpas and Frodsham further afield.” He served his
time as a lead burner & Webb's works but it was
entertainment tha gave Charlie the “buzz” as he
became in demand around 1945 at the Welcome Home
and Demob paties. He peformed a double adt with
Elwyn Williams as “Elwyn and Charles’ and then
with his uncle Bet Pugh they were known as*“ Claud
and Bertie” the quick-fire comedians, Chalie as a
ventriloquis and Bert snging the *“Laughing
Policeman” which invaiably brought the house down.

Charlie and histalking doll, Tony, were popular at
the local firms children’s paties. The Rustproof, No-
Nail, Williams and Williams and Moore & Brook
were some of them and they once opened a
Handbridge fete with Gwen Berryman of Archers
fame. In 1960 he was appointed northem
represantative of the London society of Ventriloquists
and henow liveswith hiswife Olive in Ellesmere.



Disabled Living
Centre

The Disabled Living Centre provides free and
independent  assessments, advice and information for
people who may need that litle extra hdp. Thisindudes
advising on equipment avalable from Socid Services
and the Hedth Trusts

You can refer yoursd f to the centre - no doctor or nurse
need refer you.

The Disabled Living Centre based & Lancaster Road in
Shrewsbury provides dinics once a month a& The Meres
Centre, Trimpgey Street (First Tuesday), Ellesmere and
the Day Hospitd Robert Jones and Agnes Hunt Hospitd,
Oswestry (First Monday).

To make an gppointment please for ether of these dinics
or for the man centre in Shrewsbury plesse cal 01743
444599,

In addition, the Disabled Living Centre has a qudified
Handling and Moving traner who can provide traning
for nursing or residentid homes, cae agencies and
persond assistants. Plesse contact the DLC for more
information.

The staff of the DLC are avalable to give taks on the
sarvice and disability avareness in generd.

[Plesse note, the DLC does not assess for whedchairs.
This is caried out by the whedchair service who only
take referrds from accredited referrers - see your GP,
District Nurse or Hedth Visitor.]

1 8.8 0.8 0000000000 0.0 0 0 ¢
We hope you have enjoyed
the profile of our local
celebrity Charlie Edwards. on
page 6

If you would like to

nominate another

local figure for a
profile in a future issue ,
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Q. Wheredo fish get
ther petrol?

A. Sdl.

Home Remedies

I comefrom asmall placeinIreland, or & lead it was
when | was a child. It had grown quite a hit since
then.

Waching a progranme abou aternaive medicine
brought back memories of the home remedies we
endured, | suppose you could cal it atenaive
medicine & a push, asthere was al ways someone ‘ ou
the country’ who had a

cure for evey complaint you had, of course for a bob
or two.

One of the most common was “THE MANARICK.”
Now if you were pale you were sent to the widow for
the‘cure.

Q Many is the time my
gders and | were sent
there and as | was vay
pale by naure | needed
the cure. The widow had
a on and he would be
duly sent to the fields to
pick something green (it
could be anything). This
then was mixed with
water, shook up, and then
you were given a spoon
full. This was also then placed on your forenead and
on your tummy. Only then you were sent home to
finish the res over aweek.

(e}
Og
0

0

Now if tha did not do thetridk you were teken to a
man ‘in the country’ to have a glass placed on your
chest with a lighted candle indde it. He then said
prayers ove you. Now if you survived al tha
‘CURING | grongly believe you were intended to
live. To this day | don't know what ‘THE
MANARICK’ was but | do susped a good feed was
really all youneeded.

Anyoneelse got any odd ‘ home cures ?

All the best
Mary Ann Kelly

My two brothers are rather older than | am and they both
remember being dosed by our grandmother with her “ home
remedies”. Grandmd s favourite potion was Liquid Paraffin
and both my brothers were given a big spoonful every
week. On occasions however, when she ran out of Liquid
Paraffin, she dosed them with Lamp Oil (ordinary
Paraffin). My older brother, Roy, swears tha he can still
tasteit!

Editor



Gardeners’ Fireside Quiz

As wetoast our toesin front o aseasonal homefirg the
plants growing in our gardens are often far from their
native land.

Try thisquiz on their origins and on the plant hunters
who ventured far &idd to introduce them to our
gardens.

1.From where do the following wel known trees originate?
(@ Araucaiaaaucana(Monkey Puzzle tree)

(b) Davidiainvolucrata (handk erchief tree)
(0) Eucdyptus (Gum tree)

from:
@) Austrdia
(i) China

(iii) South America
2. How are these two plantslinked?

(@ Clemais amandii
(b) Davidiainvolucrata

3.1 These familia plants are usudly dipped as hedges
and topiary. But, if left untrimmed, how high could
they ultimatdy reach?

(@ Boxus sempevirens (Box)
(b) llex aqui folium (Holly)
(¢) Loniceranitida (Shrubby Honeysuckle)

Heghts:
@) 6ft
(i) 15ft
(iii) 70ft

3.2 Whichis not aBritish native?
4. When did these famous plant hunters live?

(@ David Douglas
(b) George Forrest
() Robet Fortune
(d) Ernest Wilson

dates:
1798 — 1834 1812 — 1880
1873 — 1932 1876 — 1930

5. The plant collector E H (Chinese)Wilson introduced over
1000 species into Western gardens. Which of these plants
did he not introduce?

(@ Actinidiaddiciosa (Kiwi)
(b) Iris forrestii

(¢) Sorbus hupehensis

(d) Viburnum rhytidophyllum

6. Where did these common garden plants originate?

(@ Canaions

(b) Ddphiniums

(¢) Hostas

(d) Michadmas daisies

from:
() China& Japan
(i) Centrd Europe
(i) North America
(iv) South Europe

7. Aquilegiavulgais has grown in our gardens for some 400
years, introduced from the wild in Britain and Europe. Other
Aquilegia species grow around the northern hemisphere, can
you match up these?

(8 North American Rockies

(b) Jgpan

(c) Alpine Meadows

(d) China

Species:
0] Aquilegiadpina
(i) A. ceerulea

(iii) A. flabdlata
(iv) A. viridiflora

8. Primulas are a large family of popular plants. Which of
them:

(@ from Jgpan, needs damp soil ?

(b) isabritish native?

(©) was bred in Oregon, USA, by Florence Bdlis?
(d) isatender house plant from South Africa?

choose from:
0] Primula Barnhaven Group
(i) P. jgponica
(iii) P. obconica
(iv) P.veris

9. These plants dl come from the southern hemisphere, but
which is the odd one out?

(@ Agapanthus (African lily)

(b) Dierama (Angd’ s Fishing Rods)
(¢) Kniphofia (Red Hot Poker)

(d) Phormium (Flax lily)

10. Which two of these common garden shrubs ae from
North America and which two are from Asia?

(& Cornus dba

(b) Cornus florida

(¢) Cornus kousa

(d) Cornus stolonifera

Answers on page 19
HAPPY GARDENING NEW YEAR!
Nick & Gill Eleftheriou



LOCAL BUSINESS CELEBRATES
130 YEARSIN ELLESM ERE

Fred Robets, the well known Ellesmeae Gift &
Sationary shop celebrates a continuous 130 yeas in
business in the centre of the town. The shop, currently
run by Debbie Hayward and her mother Ba'yl Hewitt has
passed down the family since being started by Charles
Roberts in
1872 as a
printing
business.
Debbie has
researched
the family
history
usng the
records of
t h e
Bridgwater
Esdae and
discovered
that her
oreat, grea
grandfather
Charles
Roberts took ove the tenancy of an exiging printing
business and paid hisfird rent onthe quarter day of 25
September 1872. Charles passed away in 1915 and his
son Fred Robertstook on the business and gave his nane
to the present oconcern.  The busness diverdfied
alongsde its printing work but by World War 11 the loss
of printing sKills through the call to arms meat tha
‘Fred Roberts took on its now familiar form asa Gift &
Sationery Shop. Fred passed away in 1940 and his
daughter vy Roberts (Debbie’s grea-auntie) took over.
vy, gill a well remembered Ellesmere resdent sadly
died in 1960 and passed on the business to Beryl who
gill runsit with Debbie.

Congratul ations from Mere Newson your
130th Birthday.

HELP AT HOME - A
NEW SUPPORT
SERVICE FOR

OLDER PEOPRPLE

Age Concern Shropshire

Tdford & Wrekin has

been working with ol der
people to provide preventive services for the past 51 years.
Our desire for older peopleto remain living independently
in thelr own homes for as long as possibleis centrd to an
exaiting new scheme cdled Hdp a& Home

‘Funded by Shropshire County Council, Age Concern will
be providing practicd support to dder people in the
Shropshire area. This new initiative will be managed by a
dedicated group of workers both voluntary and paid who
will activdy promote the dignity, privecy and
independence of those who use the seavice Each
individud will receive an initid assessment that will
ascertain the need for support with practicd tasks such as:-
domestic support, bed making, laundry, ironing, shopping,
collecting pensions, dog waking pet care, basic home
security / maintenance, gardening tasks, socid incusion,
benefit digibility, advice, information and hdp with
correspondence or any other concerns. Some support may
be ongoing while for others It can be short term. The
sarvice is subsidized by the Shropshire County Council but
asmdl charge will be levied each week for any support
given to theindividud.

It is envisaged that where services dreedy exist in the locd
community. that are recognized to be of good qudity and
a acompdtitive rae the Hep a Home Scheme could buy-
in these sarvices. As wel as providing the support by a
mix of voluntary and paid Home Support Workers. These
Support Workers will be required to undergo an induction
course prior to going out into the older persons home as
well as on-going training and monitoring to provide high
qudity practicd hep.

If anyone reading this aticle feds they or someone they
know may benefit from this new service then the Help a
Home Manager Jenny Rowe would be plessed to hear
from you. She is dso looking for suitable Home Support
Workers who would like to assig an older person with
their everyday living tesks ether as a voluntear or pad
worker for just a few hours per week. You can contact her
on 01743 233123 or write to Age Concean, 3 Mardol
Gadens, Shrewsbury, SY1 1PR so tha ths innovative
scheme can start as soon as possible

Another L etter to the Editor.

Thanks to dl the people of Ellesmere who hdped, joine in,
sponsored, ate the roast hog, wached the fireworks, contributed
or jug walked up and down the towpath at the Shropshire Union
Cana Sodety Rally of boas on September 14th and 15th. It is
adways aplesure to come to Elesmere by boat. At the raly
weekend, | don® have the time to join in with and enjoy the
Ellesmere Festival, except for the activities at the Rally. | hope)
tha the people who worked hard to ensure the Festivd was a
success realisetha their efforts arenot in vain. | hopel shall be
ableto return and enjoy your hospitality in futureyears to conme.
Thank you dl once more. Brian Holmes "Thursday® Child"
brian.hd mes@wynrush.co.uk




Blakemere
Veterinary Centre
12 Tdbot Street
Ellesmere
Shropshire
SY120HQ

Td: (01691) 622201
Fax; (01691) 622118

SMALL ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS
by gppointment

WEEKDAYS
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm —6.00pm

SATURDAYS
10.00am —10.30am

FARM & HORSE VISITS
AVAILABLE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SFERVICE
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Home-Start

Home-Start began in
1973 in Leicester and
there are now more
than 200 schemes
which have been
developed throughout the UK and abroad.
Home- Start is a voluntary organisation in w hich
volunteers offer regular support, friendship and
practical help to young families under stress,
with the aim of preventing family crisis and
break down. Home-Start is available for any
family with at least one child under the age of 5.

Home-Start in North Shropshire and Osw estry
are hoping to recruit more volunteers to bring
this valuable help to local families. Volunteers
can be people of any age who have parenting
experience. They need to be caring, flexible,
have the ability to listen and understand the
need for confidentiality. A commitment of at
least 2 hours a week is required and training is
given.

Please think about helping us to continue
providing this valuable service for families in
your area. To find out more, contact Jacki or
Mel on 01691 680888.




Poetry Cor ner

D FBond

Attention!

Never marry a military man,
For whatever you try to do.
It will never beinthe strict regime,
It will bethe end of you.

You never will relax again,
Although you'retdd“ At Ease”.
Heis so used to discipline,
You'll find him really hard to please.

T he chores must be doneat double-time,
T oleave any room for pleasure,
Ifyou many thisman in haste it will mean-
You can’t even Repent at Leisure.

PC’sl

Its been on the news and in all the papers,
T hat the dder folk are cutting the capers.

Its no longer PC. Plod who treads the besat,
But the” Silver Surfers” who spread the hest.
T here' s more of them getting computer wise,

Don’t mind getting up to feast their eyes,
T hey sit & home shopping just when they please,
Saves arthritic pain onlegs and knees.
It's an easier life you can surdy bet,

For the" Silver Surfers” on the NET .

Q. What kind of tie
does apigwear?

A.apigsty.

Happy Days

W as on one of the last days of summer,
When | took a“ wak” down the Mere,
It was just like a Lowry painting,
So many people were there,

T he latest swan family came to greet them,
T he parents so deek and so white,
T he cygnets still grey but so fluffy,
Filled everyone there with dedight.

T he geese and the ducks were in dozens of course,
W ith their food being given so fredly,
| was so happy there on my scooter,
| felt like just doing a“ whedie’.

You could fed the excitement of children,
And their parents relaxing at leisure,
How lucky we areto livein aplace,

W hich gives so many people such pleasure.
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Alive

I know I’m awake, | can hear the milkman’ s cart.
I must make the effort to prise my eyelids apart.
Yes - morning has come, | see the light shining thru
Now what is it next that | have to do.

Think I'll turn on my side with a nice big heave-o,
And bring up my knees as far as they’ |l go.
Try lifting my body to an upright position,

Swing my legs over so my toesarein vision.

Give them awiggletoseeif they still work,
T hen try ganding up, the biggest physica jerk.
I’'m al in one piece, and dive as they say,
Go thru’ to the kitchen, first cup of tea of the day.

It doesn’t seem long, I m not being perverse,
But thetime has come round -

FOR ALL THAT IN REVERSE !
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L ettersto the Editor

)

Ellesmer e Festival . September
2002

We dtended the festival by canal boa, the second time
we have done so. and had avery enjoyabletime.

One thing that druck us, as boaers, was the gpaent
total lack of any acknowledgement in local publicity
etc.. of the tremendous amount of work which the
Shropshire Union Canal Society put into organizing
many of the events tha were an integral part of the
festival. On commenting regarding this during the
festival, we were toldtha thislack of public recognition
of their work is quite normal. Perhgos those concerned
with the fedival, but who ae not involved with the
canal socigy, do not appreciae jus how much effort
they pu in. If 9 thisisa great pity. Asan example. the
Hog Roast was attended not just by boaers. We shared
a table with a couple of local residents, who had
absolutely no idea that this event, and indeed many
others, were organised by the canal cidy. Also, the
work involved in organising the boa entries to the
festival, isvery substantial. Without thisthe fegival just
would not be the same Isthere some particular reason
the canal society® efforts are seemingly ignored in this
way? If so. could someone perhgos explain why thisis?

Y ours Sncerely
Mr. R Smith, Aston-Under-Lyne. (full address supplied)

Tin Tabernacles— Your Comments

Dear Mr. Cartlidge,

| refer toyour aticle entitled“Tin T abernacles’ in Mere
News, issue 21 Summer 2002.

The basic oontents were very intereding and
informative but some of the descriptions i.e. “ humdrum
and distinctly shabby” could be interpreted as a little
disrespectful to local places of worship especially asthe
denominations concerned do not appreciate
ceremonious meetings and outward signs of grandeur.
They would rather conduct worship by humble prayer,
exchange of Christian opinions and express their
feelings by robust hymn singing in surroundingsthat are
warm, welcoming andreflect everyday situations.

The aticle included a photogrgoph of “Lee Bridges
Chapel” with the caption Lee Chapel. | can assure you
tha the caption is inaccurae as shown by reference to
the original acoounts book that recordsthe fund raising
details for the building of the new Primitive Mehodist
Chapel commencing with an entry for 20th April 1898.
The fird page of the book showstha the Chapel wasto
be called the Kenwick Springs Society, but Kenwick
Srings was overwritten with heavier black ink “Lee
Bridges’. Furthermore, Lee Bridges Methodist Chapel
is clearly painted on the notice board shown in the
photograph. The builders, Messrs Griffiths, condructed
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the Chapel during the summer of 1898 and the
opening service was held on 314 July 1898. Thetotal
cost was £138-13s-8d, including architect’s fees of
£5-15s0d and 10 guineas for an organ. Lee Bridges
Chapel is on the Oswestry, Ellesmere and Chirk
Methodist Circuit and holds weekly Sunday services
at 6.30 pm. Incidentally there is another similar
building situated locally. The Church of England
Mission & Lower Hordley tha isnow used for dorage
by a neighbouring business.

Yours sincerely, Graham Lea.
Dear Sr,

| was intereded in your aticle abou Tin Tabernacles
in the summer edition of Mee News. It is good to
know tha the exigence of smaller places of worship
is not overlooked. It may come as a surprise to know
tha the smaller chapels, including the tin tabernacles,
are not merely museum pieces, but remain as placesof
worship for sometimes small but nevertheless faithful
congregaions to this day. T his includes L ee Bridges
Chapel whose picture accompaniedyour aticle.

| wondered about the expression “the masses’ to
whom the smaller chapels were aimed. | believe tha
the original movement of the Primitive Mehodists
into Shropshire was aimed at farm workers and their
families In smaller rural communities - this was a
movement which began in the 1820’s and resulted in
around thirty congregationsin our areaintha time. It
islikely tha many religious meetings began in privae
houses, or sometimes even in rooms in public houses
beforethe Chapels were built. | believetha we are all
entitled to hear and believe the Chridian gospel,
whatever our work or gatusin life

The description of some places of worship as
“humdrum and distinctly shabby” was unkindto the
people who, entirely voluntarily, have kept meny
small country chapels open for worshipping
congregaions for long periods. Inthe chapelswhere |
am involved we do try to undertake some work each
year, asvolunteer stime and voluntary funds allow. It
may not be apprecigded tha the Chapels are
maintained and the ministers are paid entirely from
the collections and fund raising efforts of the
members.

To goprecide the simple beauy and peace of Lee
Bridges (or any other small Chgpel) cometo a Sunday
evening serviced 6.30 pm. On a small point, | often
hear people eak of the Wedeyans and the
Methodists as if these were distinct bodies. The
Methodist Church (the Wesleyans) began in the 18th
Century with the work of Rev.s John and Charles
Wedey. In the 19th Century there was a time of
forming new Methodist Cognations, including the
Primitive M ethodists, and a number of smaller groups
who eventually were calledthe United M ethodists.

Nationally, all branches of Mehodism were reunited
in 1932, save only some dill existing Independent
Methodist Churches. In Ellesmere the Wedeyan and
Primitive Methodist Churchesjoined forcesin 1934.



Finally, any Church is not so much abou the building,
as the people who ae in it, and also areflection of the
communities around it. If there were no Church
buildings at all, the Chrigtian faith and Christian
fellowship would go on - as people turn to God whom
they believe is a the heart of all things.

Yours faithfully, Andrew Evans,
M ethodist Church Miniger, T rimpley, Ellesmere

Tin Tabernacles— Editor’s Response

Many thanksto everyone who wroteto “ Mere News’
and to all the people who poketo me inthe dreet about
my aticle ‘Tin T abernacles . | apologise for my phrase
“humdrum and distinctly shabby”. | meant no disrespect
whatsoever to anyone. However, as a boy, | was taken
to several of these chgpelstha were just that. We went
to aSunday School Anniversary on Biddulph Moor and
the service was held outside because the Chapel was
unsafe for s many worshippers. The Chapel was
repaired through the collections and to quote Graham
Lea's letter above we “ expressed our feelings through
lusty hymn singing’.
(see additional piece on page 14)

Friends Reunited ?

I wrote to the Birth Deahs and Marriages Office to see
if they could help me trace a person who had been a
bridesmaid for my sider, fifty years ago. They
suggested it would be a good idea to writeto the Mee
News.

My sister Mrs S Srong and | are looking for Margaret
Palin, who lived at the White Hart, Birch Road. She
could well by now be married, hence change of name
from Palin, and also have left the district, but maybe one
of your readers may know somehing of her
whereabouts.

Now | must write and say how much | enjoyed reading
the ‘Mere News' . | was born in Ellesmere and it brought
back such a lot of memories, especially the wildlife
pond in Birch Road, astha isthe road where | was
born. | had atwin sister who sadly died aged 52, but |
have an older sister and brother. We were all born &
Number 11, next door to Auntie and Uncle — Hagppy
Days.

The pond as you mention, was in my day known asthe
Flash, where we used to play on the ice in Winter,
which was dangerous, but also there was a firing range
close by for practice, which we kids used to go and pull
out the embedded spent bullet shells. Opposite our
house was a wall with an embankment on top where the
Eastwood family had chickens and we used to climb the
wall via the lamp podg to play hide and seek in the
chicken house which housed corn and pellets. We loved
sneaking in through a tiny push up door and playing
amongst the sacksof meal. Oh | can smell it now.
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My sister Sheila loved being with our brother T om
and his mates Ted and Jim Wells and they had a great
time no doubt getting into mischief, as they were
older than my twin and me.

| went tothe Infant School, atin building and then a
the age of 9-10 | went to the Girl’s Shool up &
John's Hill, my twin doing a lot better than me. |
wasn’t bad a spelling and comps, but Ruth was more
or lesstop of the row & the end of teem and | was
nearer the other end (like bookends we were). It was
probably my own fault, as my friend and | had a habit
of sne&ing out of class, going for a bike ride (a
borrowed bike from the bike shed) as far asthe Red
Bridge and back, replacethe bike, get badk into class
and the teacher never missed us. No-one snitched on
us, also Ruth and | used to always volunteer to drain
the milk from the bottom of the milk bottles into one,
which we then had to take for alady’sca, who lived
down Sandy Lane We thetwins loved doing thisand
the blackhbirds would be singing as we went, so every
time | hear a blackbird | think of our lost siger. We
loved making camps in the plantaion — there were
Ruth Jean Clayton, Sybil Jones, myself, maybe others
(my mind is forgetting all names) We used to call
ourselvestheDDG (Dare Devil Gang).

We had very loving parents. Dad was in the Army
during the War Yeas, but | never forge him coming
home for good after the war. Mum was strict but firm,
had to be with 4 children, but with loads of lovefor all
of us.

Do any of your readers remember the gentleman who
fetched and caried goods for Ellesmere College? He
had a horse and covered wagon, his name was George
and he always wore white shoes. It seemed to be his
trade mark and | always looked out for him coming
along Birch Road.

| remember also the Mere being frozen over — | would
have been about 8 or 9 and my brother and | walked
acrossto the Cremorne Gardens. T he ice was creaking
and cracking and we were a little afraid, but gosh, did
my brother gea a telling off after! But it was only
because Mum could see the danger we had put
ourselvesin.

One last thing springs to mind —there wasa Mr Curtis
who had some land up Birch Road, he grew veg and
also bushes with fruit, but he had a few pigs, which
our gang would le out, then blame it on the boys
(who were nowhere around), just so we could help to
put the pigs back into their sties.

Y ours Sncerely

Mrs B Marszal (nee Godwin)

Crewe, Cheshire (Tel No. supplied)

Please contact the Editor if you have any information
to help Mrs Marszal in her search.



Knolton Bryn Mission Room

The Summer issue of “Mere News’ contaned a
photograph of Knolton Bryn Misson Room and an article
about tin Tabernacles. | have been asked by Mrs Olga
Cureton to write about this particular tin tabernacl e as,
over the years, members of both our families atended
Sunday School and Church of England Services there.

T he Knolton Bryn Mission Room was built circa 1890 and
the absence of deeds is no doubt due to it being built on
“common land”. Mary Fawler Maude (the author of the
hymn “Thine for ever”) and al her family were much
involved with the Mission from the beginning and one
wonders i f they helped to finance the building. A tea party
was held in April 1892 to finance the provision of di fferent
articles of furniture. A few ladies of the neighbourhood
provided the food for seventy people and the collection
amounted to £2 8sOd.

The first Harvest Festival was held in the following
October. Flowers and fruit were donated by local people.
The Rev J W Unwin the Vicar of Overton read the lessons
and the Preacher was the Rev Samud Maude. The
collection was donated to the Church Army Traning
Home.

Severd gifts were received in 1895- four hanging lamps,
an organ stool and a pulpit. The Easter Day evening
offertory was used to purchase scriptura pictures to hang
on thewalls. T he chairs came from Liverpool Cathedra.

Miss Mary Maude formed a choir and often conducted the
Service with her brother-in-law Bishop F J Chevosse of
Liverpool preaching the sermon. His son Christopher was
ordained and later in 1939 became Bishop of Rochester.

During the 1950 s he visited Overton as he wished to take
the service a Knolton Bryn Misson Room where he had
preached his first sermon and aso played the organ.

Mrs Fawkes of Bryntirion, assisted by Sam Roberts, held a
Sunday School for the locd children and later Mrs
Hargreaves of LIan -y cefn took charge with her coachman
driving her to Knolton in atrap drawn by a grey pony.
Both Mrs Fawkes and Mrs Hargreaves pad for the
scholars’ summer outing and tea which in early years was
to Llangollen and later ones to Rhyl. The gypsies, who
often camped on the common, aways attended Sunday
School especidly Hezekiah Roberts' children. During the
late 1930's Mrs Hargreaves left Llan y cefn to livein a
smaler house in Overton and the Sunday School was
closed.

For over a hundred years regular services were hed
conducted by various loca lay readers including Doctors,
Schoolmasters, Station Master and retired Army personnel,
assisted by various organists. Specid services were taken
by the Rectors of Overton with Vicars from neighbouring
parishes preaching a Harvest Festivals. When War broke
out blackout material was bought and made up by
members of the congregation.

The Mission Room, a grade two listed building, is
described as a well preserved and detailed example of a
corrugated iron misson church — a type which is
becoming increasingly rare.

At a meeting in the previous October, the Rector of
Overton and members of the PCC decided this much loved
place of worship should be closed, and the last service
took place in February 2000.

Betty Williams.
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M oney M atters

RETIREMENT, BUT I'M NOT THAT OLD YET!

Ask yoursdf this question“ when will | retire?” Will you be
50, 55, 60, 65 or even 70 ! Now take it one step further and
ask yoursd f, “ what would | like to be doing in retirement”. If
you asked someone who had just retired, my guess is he or
she would say that they had never been so busy and don't
know how they ever found the time to work.. Almost dl
wish they had done more saving for it.

There are a grest many people worried about you and your
standard of living in retirement a the moment. T hese people
are the government and their economists in London who
advise parliament on matters such as the baance of
payments, interest rates and the state of the economy. T hey
have done agood job over the last five years, adong with the
excdlent management and staff of our great British
companies, by keeping the UK recession free. But there is
one maor crisis looming 10-20 years away that is getting
serious and we have to be aware of this now before it is too
late.

It is called the savings gap and is basically the fact that many
of us out there do not save towards our retirements. Some do
but not nearly as much as they should. The case is made
worse by the brilliant doctors and nurses who insist on
keeping us fit and hedthy and living longer and longer than
ever before. God bless them.

Thelast two years has seen the emergence of the stak eholder
pension. Unless you missed it that was the poster that was
stuck up in the canteen, the brilliant advertising with the
sheepdog talking on T.V. Or the pension leaflet you had
from your employer who may possibly have said something
like “have a look a this stakeholder thing, don't worry it
isn’t compulsory, | have to give you this and promote it or |
get fined £50,000 ”.

Seriously though, the matter was not handled very well by
the government but it isn’t gaing to hurt them when the time
comes to retire as much as it is you. You know it makes
sense to save a bit towards retirement and give yoursel f a bit
of anest egg.

You are not restricted to saving for retirement into just a
pension scheme nowadays. You can dso dlocate some
savings to your annua ISA alowances and build up some
funds in a good bank or building society account. But for
every pound you put into a stakeholder pension the
government gives you 28 pence. It isbuildingupin atax free
account whilst it is there too. You can allocate the
investments to suit your attitude whether you are arisk taker
and prefer Japanese warrants! Or cautious and want deposits,
property or fixed interest securities. T here are lots and lots of
companies in the market to choose from and an independent
financia adviser can help show you comparisons between al
the providers funds and their propositions. T he stockmarkets
have had an adv erse effect on some funds of late but you can
still get good solid property funds with some magjor players
with growth rates of up to 8% per year. Of course you have
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Ushers Christmas Trees

Quality Christmas Trees Galore
Large Range of Varieties and
Sizes at competitive prices.
Wreathes Tree Stands and Lights
Indoor and outdoor.

Canal Bridge, St Martins
St Martins—Gobowen Road
Open daily from Sat Nov 30th
10 am—7 pm

to remember that investments can go down as well as up but
in itsfavour apension is along term investment.

The main key benefits to a stakeholder isits tax efficiency,
you get the extra tax relief of the taxman’s contribution of
28 pence for your pound, there are lots of choices as to
where you can place your money and most of dl the
maximum charge you will belevied is 1 percent ayear !!!

You can have one even if you dready have a pension from
your employer, have another persona pension, or even if
you don’t work, or parents/grandparents can even take one
out for their children. The minimum contribution is £15.60
per month and the maximum is £234 per month net of tax.
You can dso pay in alump sum of up to £2,808 ayear and
the good old Inland Revenue have to top it up to £3,600.

So make it your New Year's resolution to save for your
retirement. Stop asking yoursdf when will | retire and start
telling yourself “ | am going to retire then....l can still take
time to enjoy it and afford to travd...... my vision of
retirement is going to be jam packed full of holidays and the
things | have dreamed of.”

Tak to Ellesmere' s Independent Financial Advisers Richard
Owen or Richard Evans a Mere Park Associates.

Contact details are shown in the advertisement on the back
page of Mere News.




Recollections of Ellesmere Young Farmers

A Young Farmers Club was first formed in Ellesmere in
about 1934 a the suggestion of Mrs Clay of Crickett, the
first secretary of the club being her daughter Miss Winnie
Clay. Age limits for membership were 10 to 21 years.
Young Farmers Clubs seem to have been somewhat
unfortunaely and inaccurately named for, although aimed
primaily a dtracting the memberdip of faamers sons and
daughters, it follows no morethat the son of a faamer should
be a young

farmer than the

son of (say) a

doctor sould
be a young
doctor!

One of the fird

club leaders (if

not the vey

first) of the

Ellesmere

Young Farmers

was Mr W.E.H.

Gill whose firm

hand  guided

the club’'s main adtivities, which, in the mid-1930s, were
livestock rearing and showing, and vaious farm sKills
competitions. The club’'s first caf show was held in
Ellesmere Smithfield in 1936 when eight calves of the
shorthorn breed were exhibited. Pigs were also reared and
fattened then judged (presumably for conformaion) and
eventually ld to George Hayward the pork butcher of
Scotland Sred, Ellesmere Hand-milking competitions were
held inthe 1930s both a internal club level and also versus
other clubs. The firg winners of these competitions were
John Clay and Grace T homas.

Inthe early 1940s, adrivefor more members was instigated
and backed by the Salop Wa Agricultural Execuive
Committee. This was successful and a substantial number of
new members were recruited. As a wartime measure, boys
and girls on leaving school were expected to join a useful
organisaion. Helped and encouraged by the County
Council, the Y.F.C. movement held the gaus of ayouh
educational movement and was therefore the obvious thing
for young country peopleto become involved with.

With the advent of the ploughing-up campaign of the early
1940s, annual ploughing matches were arranged, usually in
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early November. By this time, virtualy all
ploughing was being done by tracors, horse-
ploughing being the province of gspecialist
competitors. There were generally three classes for
ploughing competitions: open, horse and Y.F.C.
members only. As ealy November would see root
harvests in full swing, competitions were held to
find the best swedes, sugar beet, potaoes and
mangolds. These crops (except potaoes) would
have been the subject of hoeing competitions during
the  preceding
summer. Hedge-
laying contests
also took place
provided a
suitable length
of hedge could
be found fairly
close to where
the ploughing
was taking
place.
During the
summer months,
a day trip would
be made by the club to an agriculturally connected
industry. Visits to the Plant Breeding Saion &
Aberystwyth, Milns Seeds at Chester, Bibby
Feedingstuffs and poultry farm as well as the
Sandard Motor Company’s Banne Lane factory a
Coventry, where Hary Ferguson’s little grey
tractors were leaving the production & a brisk rae,
cometo mind.
Naturally, in a young peopl€ s club the social side of
things was not neglected. In the early days (1930s),
just an annual dance was held. Later a Chrigmas
Whig Drive was organised as well as a Chrigmas
Party for members and friends. These events were
invariably held in what is now the*“ old” Town Hall
in Ellesmere By the laer 1940s, an Annual Ball
was enjoyed when formal dress was worn. The cost
of tickes for this function (to include supper) was
usually ten shillings. Any profit from the above
events was consigned to “ Club Funds’, the yealy
subscription being only aflorin.

The Club structure was very sound including a
president, club leader and advisory committee
(Continued on page 17)



NORTH SHROPSHIRE FURNITURE SCHEME
Regisered Charity Number 1087414

Haveyou any unwanted household humus or furniture?

North Shropshire Furniture Scheme is currently facing a shortage of saucepans, kitchen equipment,
towels and bedding., if you have any spare items to donateplease call 01939 234222

We can also collect items of furniture providing it is still in good condition, for example carpets, beds
and three piece suites but other items are aso needed, if you have somethingthat y ou no longer need
but may be useful for us to pass on to someone else please contact us for advice or to arrange a
collection.

Werely on public donations to enable us to distribute furniture to people and families referred to us for
lots of different reasons, including those on low incomes, perhaps escaping domestic violence, people
who have experienced afire in their homes or simply cannot afford to replace an item such as a fridge

or washing machine.

We are usually in the office to take calls an Wednesday s and Thursday s from 9 am—3 pm.

For donations of furniture and household items, please phone 01939 234222 on Wednesday s and
Thursday s 9-3.

(Continued from page 16)

consisting of local farmers with perhgps one or two
town business people. A chairman, vice-chairman,
secretary, treasurer and social secretary with somesix
or eight members compleed the club committee
Later a country organiser was employed patly by the
County Council and partly by the Y.F.C. themselves.
This pog during the 1950s never seemed to enjoy
complee success and eventually Ellesmere Young
Farmers Club became known as Ellesmere Junior
National Faamers Union as did clubs at W hitchurch,
Market Drayton and Shifnal.

In the 1970s, Ellesmere Young Farmers Club was
reformed as such and is apparently gill in being
although nowadays more importance seems to be
attached to participating in social and sporting events
and charitable fund-raising which, athough
eminently praiseworthy, does little to preserve the
agricultural skills and abilitiesof half a century ago.

Stanley Horton
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‘AMDRAMS

Wow! Wha a grea success the lag production by
Ellesnere Amaeur Dramdic
Society was. Agatha Chridie®
play “A Murder is Announced”
was produced by Joanne Davies
and feaured many of the*
regulars from the society.
Despite not playing it for laughs, Joanne's direction
was able to demondrate the ample talents of the
company in finding comic moments without disturbing
the suspense of the plot. This production surely
showed the depth of the ability possessed by the
AMDRAMS The more usual fayre of pantos and
musicals, the fun side of the repertoire is balanced by
such serious productions as this. The public clearly
enjoy this'straight’ drama and deserve to see more in
the future. G A

The oompany ae currently rehearsng Dick
Whittingon to be shown at the Eglantyne Jebb
Theare Lakelands School. (23rd-25th Jan 2003).
Booking Office— Maxwell’ s Printing Services.

The full programme for 2003 can be found on :
www. el lesmere.info/community/amdrams.htm



Ellesmere Infolink

We should like to thank everyone who filled in a
questionnaire in support of the Infolink and to Ann
Hartley for putting our case forward to North Shropshire
District Council. We are very pleased to say that Infolink
has been saved for a further three years.

T he Job Centre cards are being phased out, but we have
been promised that we will still receive new vacancies on
A4 sheets — so it will be dl files indead of job boards
eventualy. We ae enquiring into the possibility of
getting atouch screen, but thisis a question of funding.

We ae dways looking to improve our service to the
community and we have had severa suggestions from our
questionnaires. Opening longer hours and for more days a
week is also aquestion of funding, but we will investigate
the other suggestions.

The Press is aways phoning up to see what’ s going on in
Ellesmere or the surrounding area. Don't forget we're
dways glad to publicise events, so either give us a poster
or writeit inthe Diary.

It is now possibleto buy tickets in advance for the next
Reels on Wheds film showing at the Town Hadl. Just pop
in tothe Infolink to reserve your seats for £3 each.

LESLIE YOUNGER
SEPTIC TANK
EMPTYING

PROMPT & EFFICIENT SERVICE
LICENCED WASTE
CARRIER
20 Mile Radius Served

CompetitivePrices

Chirk (01691)772381

Broad Oak Farm St Martins
Nr Oswestry SY 11 3DR

At The TrattingM are, Overton
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* Eat asmuch as you like*
For only—£5.50

Buffet will consist of:

3 ) 22 ) &

) 24

For further details pleasetdephone:

P
) ) 2

TheTrottingMare on 01978 710743




Terse Ver e

A snail went into a
car show room for a
high  performance
sports car. He saw
one he liked, but it
was a mode 204B.
He insisted that the

T hey showed him the job that couldn't be done
He smiled as he went toiit

He tackled the job that couldn’t be done

And found he couldn’t Do it!

How does alittleliver pill,
When you' reill, sales person change
Know where your liver is? itto a204S, being a
Eh? snail (S for snail). It
would cost £1000 extra, the snail agreed to
pay and he drove the car out of the showroom
and roared around the town. People saw him
passing and said WOW! Seethat SCAR GO!

Terry Cartlidge
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GARDENERS
FIRESIDE QUIZ
ANSWERS
From page 8

1 @  (ii)
(o) (i)
© 0

2. Bath plantswere
discovered in Chinahby
the French missionary
Pére Armand David and
named after him.

31 (@ (i)
(b) (iii)
© @

3.2 (c) Lonicera

nitida was introduced
from Chinaby EH
Wilson

4 (8)1798-1834
(b)1873-1932
(c)1812-1880
(d)1876-1930

5 (b) Iris forrestii was
introduced by George
Forrest and named after
him
6.

@ (iv)

(b) (i)

(0 (@)

(d) (iii)

@ (i)
(b) (iii)
(9 (i)
(d) (iv)

8 @ (ii)
(b) (iv)
(© (i)
(d) (iii)

9.

(d) Phormiums come
from New Zed and, the
others from Africa

10
(@ Asia
(b) North America
(c) Asia
(d) North America




Between the Wars
(fina part)

Now the Boy Scouts. The first | remember of the Boy
Scouts was when | joined, and the Scoutmader then
was Dr. Drawbridge, who had his surgery in T albot
Sreet. At tha timethetroop would be about 40 drong.
It ceased during the World War 1. | believe the main
reason was because Dr. Drawbridge took up an
appointment a Ellesmere College, and there was no-
one in Ellesmere a tha time suitable to te&ke on the
duties of Scoutmader-they were all a the war. So the
scout troop, although not officially disbanded, became
like a number of lost souls wandering in the wilderness
without a leader.
The one section of the scous which did, to a certain
extent, keep together, was the band and they continued
to meet quite occasionally to keep in practice
Eventually the war finiched and a certain Captain
Adam took up residence with his mother, Mrs Adam,
and hisyounger brother, Mr Walter Adam at the Seven
Ssters. He was wounded in the war, and walked with a
limp and with the aid of a walking stick. ‘twas said tha
he rarely knew what it was to be withou pain.
Somehow or other the members of the Scout band
discovered that he might be intereged in helpingto re-
form the Scout troop and it was they, Jack Chetwood,
Baden Powell
Chetwood (he
was obviously
born to be a
boy scout), Bob
Chetwood, Fred
Gregory, Cassie
Hughes and
Douglas Edge.
A | s o
accompanying
them on this
occasion,
although not a
member of the
band, was
Douglas Roe,
Ellesmere’s
well-known
and respected barber. It was quite a coincidence tha a
tha time all the foregoing lived in Watergae Sreet,
which was probably the reason why Doug Roe was
included. T hey all went up to see Captain Adam, who
was reported to be very interested, and a meeting of all
scouts who had served in the former troop was
convened and held, | think, in the Coach house of The
Grange, the residence of Major Keith Needham who
had recently cometoreside there, and who was a grea
friend of Captain Adam; both gentlemen being
interesed in restating the Scout movement in
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Ellesmere. T he meeting was a great success, and the
wheels were set in motion for the formation of what
turned ou to be, like the Corinthians Football Club,
and the Crickeg Knock-ou period, the most
successful era of scouing in Ellesmere’s hidory.
Captain Adam became Scoutmader, and Major
Needham, Tom Jones (Red Lion), Alan Ashley
became Assistant Scoutmaders, and the troop grew
and grew until it reached its peak of 120, and |
believe | am right in saying tha it was the largest
troop in England. But actually thiswas only because,
in spite of repeaed requests by the County
Federation to form two or moretroops we refused. (|
believe the rulethroughou the scout world wastha a
troop should not exceed 50 or thereabouts). Our main
reason for holding out was that if thetroop was split
into two then one troop would not have our beloved
Captain Adam as Scoutmader, and no way was tha
to happen, so | believe we were in the end, granted a
special dispensation and so ldiered on. Our weekly
meetings were for atime held a T he Grange or the
Seven Ssters, and then we moved to the boahouse
and our headquarters was the wooden hu which now
houses the Mere Centre project. | think some
Ellesmere higorians say tha thishut originally came
from Pak Hall Camp, Oswestry, but | have always
been under the impression that it was purchased from
Bettisfield Park Camp. We had an excellent band,
and as | recall the
combinaion was
as follows, and |
give as many
names asl cen-

2 dde drums
(Albert Harrisand
Harry Hawkins),

4 Ketle drums

(Fred  Gregory,
Douglas Edge,
Oliver  (Buffer)

Hood and Harry
(Cassie) Hughes).
6 Bugles (Hubert
Sllars, Baden P.
Chetwood, Bob
Chetwood)
Big drum (Clive Jones) and cornet (Jack Chetwood).
The later instrument allowed the band to dart off
with the bugles, then the cornet would come in with a
melody like*“ Maching to Georgia” or aWorld War 1
song, then the bugles would come crashing in to
finish it off. A short spell of drumsonly and then off
again. For a Scout band it was some band and about
once a month the people of Ellesmere were given a
treat, or so we firmly believed. We would form up on
the road outside the boahouse. T he flag bearer in
front, then the Troop Leader (Sd Lawrence), next the



band, and then the ordinary scous in patrols, the parol
leader being in front of his own particular parol. We
thought we were the“ bees knees,” and by gad we were.
The parade would march off to the beat of one drum
and then
opposite the
Red Lion,
all hell
would be let
loose. The
command
“Mach a
attention”
would  be
given, and
kettle and
side drums
would crash
out, and
soon  dter
the bugles would blare forth, as with now grim faces,
shoulders back and in gep, we sallied forthto givethe
people of Ellesmere tha long awaited trea. Adoring
and proud mothers would be standing ontheir doorgeps
waving and coo-cooing to their particular loving
offspring, but those waved or coo-cooed a& looked
neither to right nor left, but carried on eyes front, the
grim look becoming even more grim. This was notime
for frivolity- this was very serious stuff, and so after
encircling the town, we returned, triumphant, to our
headquarters.
Fond memories of Doug Roe, Jack Vaughan, Jack
Lloyd, Percy Griffiths, Chalie Peel, Frank Chdta,
Harry Cheta, Socker Cartwright, Bernard O&kley, Bill
Vaughan, Harry Davies, and many others — Happy days.

The Scout troop continued to be very successful. The
annual camps and adventure weekends were held. An
Annual swimming gala came into being. Visiting
swimmers from Oswestry, Wrexham, Shrewsbury, ec.,
used to bath swimming, captured all the short distance
events. The only event we Ellesnereans won was the
race to swim the Mere across and back. Clive Jones
won this quite afew times.

The fird big jamboree was held at Arrowe Pak,
Birkenhead, and the Ellesmere Troop, or as many as
possible of the troop, dtended and put on a display.
Some scouts were unable to atend for the whole period,
and they cycled to Birkenhead one day and reurnedthe
next. Harry Davies was one of these cyclists. It showed
the keennessin Scouting in Ellesmere a thistime

Captain Adam also invented a “truck-cum-tent”. It
served as a two wheeled truck and could very quickly
be transformed into atent or hu; the floor of the truck
formed the roof, supported by the four shafts and the
sides being formed by canvas shegting. The wheels also
provided a stabling effect, | cannot remember how, but |
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do know it was very good indeed.

There is an age limit, | think 16, asto how long one
can remain an active scou, and many of us were
reaching this
age , but were
reluctant  to
give up our
scouting
activities.
Fortunaely a
senior branch
of the Scouts
had been
instituted,
called “ Rover
Scouts’, and a
troop of
Rover Scouts
wasformedin
Ellesmere. It had a membership of abou 20 plus, and
did some excellent work, mainly helping the younger
scouts. An annual scout oconcert became a vey
popular event in the Ellesmere Social Calendar. T hese
concets darted off in Trimpley Hall, but became so
popular tha it was soon trangerredto the old Town
Hall and played to full houses on about 3 or 4 nights. |
recall one show we put on included a mini-pantomime
entitled “ Babes- Cinda-Wood”. This was a mixture,
need | say, of Cinderellaand Babesin the Wood.

Harry Cheta andPercy Griffiths werethe babes, and |
think | was Cinderella, and Bernard Oakley, Jack
Lloyd, Chalie Peel, Frank Cheta and about 4 others
formed, as you can imagine, a beauiful bunch of
chorus girls.

Inthemiddle of all these hgppenings a new Scout Hut
was built on land off Wharf Road, and which, I
understand, is still in use by the present Elleanere
troop.

During all thistime the influence of Captain Charles
Adam, who eventually became Scout County
Commissioner for the whole of Shropshire, was
forever prominent. Wha a man! Every Scout thought
the world of him. He oollapsed and died whilst
shopping in Shrewsbury on the 18" January 1958,
aged 68. He was, in every sense of the words — A
VERY GALLANT GENTLEMAN.

Here | must end my write-ups of life in Ellesnere

between the wars and | hope it will be of intered to
young andold alike.

Norman Dawson



TOWNSAND CITIESIN THE UNI TED KI NGDOM

£5 Prize for the winning entry. Answers to the Editor by January 31% 2003. (Usua conditions apply.)

A Quiz set by MrsDF Bond

All answers are UK towns or cities eg: what we breathe = Ayr

1 Wha we breahe 22 [Jpan compass point 43 [Creepy

2 Fresh selling place 23 Pneof thethree R’s 44 South Seas ldand greeting
3 McGuigan 24 [Rauce 45 Bupply food for bad actor
4 Emu' sfriend 25 Mossracer 46 Beloved heavyweight

5 |Addfuel tothe fire 26 Hster cannibalised 47 [Top of the pit

6 Possessinsect 27 Fortress crossing 48 [@nging sisters

7 Replacement for Noah 28 Prime number of trees 49 New Zealand chess piece
8 |nter 29 Fawlty professor 50 Battletown

9 [ck crossing 30 Cookspasture 51 [Grocery dae

10 p JTony 31 [T alk meat 52 Farm building fastener
11 Rowan 32 [Theareland 53 [Seated, life began

12 Fruit skin 33 Reverend lan 54 A good placeto bathe
13 Showy refuge 34 Monach stopshorse 55 Ruentin intheLords

14 [Carry on Barbara 35 [Yorksirefair 56 [T itfer meadow

15 pDisallow thefuneral 36 Parent in goodhealth 57 Pstrich-likerabbit hole
16 [Fausage 37 Consumed 58 Crank Miss Rantzen

17 [T ub of water 38 Royal photographer 59 [Granny isnervous

18 Piddy David 39 Forest v County 60 Wherethe clay worker drinks
19 [Toilet 40 Butty 61 Continuetearing

20 First American president 41 Dionne 62 L ady sculpture

21 Wise associde 42 Milk from here

NogkrwNE
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Adelbert Peregrine Francis Cust 8.

1950

Rev. G. S Lloyd

T. Lovat Williams
Mellingfold

Geoffrey Egerton Tower
Iron and Brass Foundry

The Ellesnere Hotel (Royal Oak changed

to Bridgewater Arms)
9. Sx thousand pounds

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Mr G. Pritchard

Wesleyan

1983

The (6™ Duke of Wegminster
Great creded grebe

Q. What pa makesthe
loudest noise?

A.atrumpd.
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Q. What gets bigger the
moreyou take avay ?

A. ahole.




ELLESMERE CROSSWORD Many of the clues relate to Ellesmere.

Most clues are quite straightforward - a few are a little bit cryptic! - Good Luck.
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compiled by David Farncombe

ACROSS

1 Your pub? (5)

Thestreetto teke you North across the border? (8)
Some grow aplantin this, somesit onit, and some smokeit
(so I' mtold!) (3)

Appear tobe (4)

& 12 Down A good mooring here, in the meadow (106)
A (former) mere near Cockshutt (5)

Draws straghtlines — we should follow them(5)

A Drive, aGroveand aHouse (5)

Road for Criftins and . Martin' s (5)

Later maybe? (3)

Poor dd horse (3)

Market day (7)

Red or white; sweet, mediumor dry (4)

In whichdiredion is Rugbon fromEll esmere? (2)

Set this inshort, you can then wach whenyou wart to (3)
& 22 Down They were given to thetown by Lord
Brownlow (8,7)

I’ mafraid but in the centreis hdp (3)

A metal - once hegted on the stove, now dectric (4)
This greet originally curved round the edge of the (nore
extensve) Mere (9,2)

Y ou might go on these with 3 Down (5)

ArWN
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DOWN

This terracewas named after alady (93)
Thelocal mach firm(8)

Thiswas oncewhereyou could cross thenarrow
part of the Mere, when it was much larger (10)
A little cottage (3)

Hidden by thetrees across the Mere (6)

A quadruped — dlly fellow (3)

A Farmand aBrook (6)

Flows through Llangollen, Chester and Bangor (3)
See 13 Across

& 25 Theroad fromwhich to seeWdsh hills (64)
In Cross Stred, and your 1 Across maybe? (3,4)
This app;iesto trafficin 35Acraoss (33)

See 27 Across

No Through Road — initidly (3)

Seel3

Scottish dance - whichhal ds theline! (4)

Buy these, shortly, fromany newsagent (3)
Renownd for | eaving 9 nking ships (4)
Market Draytonis roughly which way from
Ellesmere? (@)

Gran (3)

Intown (inthemidde) (2)

A prizefor thefirst correct entry drawn after the dosing date of 31% January 2003
Entries to The Editor or Ellesmere Library
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The Answers to the M ere News Bumper Quiz sold this Summer

The 1st Prize of £20 goes to Nikki Youngs, 2nd Prize of £5 was won by Peter Ashley. Well done!

1. 1066 = Battle of Hastings 31. Boliviano b1. Fish
P. 4 =Minute Mile (Roger Banniger) B2. Australia 2. Kirschwasser
3. 12 Apostles of Jesus 33. Nather. They areequidi gant fromthe p3. A Nut
1. 3 = Paints for ascoredrav on thefootbdl podl's Eggggﬁrnsyl vania Station b4. Clanfied Butter
b.12 = Signsofthe Zodiac B5.Ela 5. Carrats
b.4=Inchesin ahand 36. Bayem £6. Bloody Mary
[7. 1605 Y ear of the Gunpowder Plot 37. Belgium 67. A Mushroom
B.10 =Downing Streg(Prime Minister s Resdence) B8. Nottingham £8. A Cherry
D. 7 Brides for Seven Brothers 39. Nevgae 9. Black
(10. 12 Tribesof Israel H0. The Clyde 0. When raw, they are poisonous
11. 80 Days Around the World 11. Jules Verne 71. Peggy Lee
[12. 1966=Word Qup Fina in England 12. Rider Haggard 72. Pussy Galore
[13.13 = Baker's Dozen 13. Sapper 73. Mae Wes
14.2 = Two Conpetitors in Boa Race(Putney to 14. Ocar Wilde 74. Amold Bennett
Mortlake)
[15. 0 = Out for aDuck in Cridet 15. George Bernard Shaw 75. Bread
[16. 1941=Japan AttadksPearl Harbour 16. Set 76. Danny LaRue
[17. 1 Length of Cricket Pitch (Chan) 17. Eddie Shoestring /7. Margarg Thatcher
18.10000 = Dukeof Y ork's Men 8. Cadfael 78. Philip
[19. 82 = Segments on aDart Boad 19. Adrian K ershaw 79. Ken Dodd
P0. 3 = Coinsin aFountain 0. TheHighway Code B0. CSForreger
P1.Ydlow b1. Chicago B1.Sir FrandsDrakées
P2. Po 52. Muhammed Al B2. The Duke of Wellington
P3. Gaby Roslin 53. Mike Denness B3. Amid the Alien Corn
P4. Grant Mitchdl b4. Suga Ray Robinson B84. None
P5. Nephew b5. Robin Knox Johnson B5. Touch
P6. Children’s Programmes b6. L ester Piggott B6. Agquith
P7.Mysic Mg b7. Gilbert B7. Three Coinsin aFountain
P8. JameOliver b8. Somerset B8. None
P9. Fishing 9. John Charles B9. Clunk-dick
30. Brabinger 0. WasimAkram DO. L es Dawson
Q. What doyou cdl a Q. How doyou know your
boomerangthat doesn’t dustbin is full of toadstools?
come back?

A. Ther€é s no mushroom
A. astick inside.
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Principa rowen@merepark.com
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Financial Adviser revans@merepark.com
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