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Editorial

Welcometo ‘M ere News' No 23 Soring 2003.

Normally, | would now write about the wea her, the onsat of Joring, the beauty of the
, treesand daffodils and perhaps Easter Eggs. Thistime, however, | haveto write about a
much more seious mater.

2003 is our ninth year of publication. ‘Mere News No 1 was published in Autumn 1995. The fird few issues
were printed a Lakelands Shool by our editorial team. To produce one issue took us 3-4 days, time very
precious to the working members of our team. Then we found a printer willing to take onthe job & a price we
could afford & tha time and, during the years sincethen, the cost to us hasremainedthe same.

S, ‘Printed Images haskept its price for all that time. Recatly, it must have cost Mr Snaffield money to
produce ‘Mee News for us. ‘Printed Images hasnow closed down and we have hadto find ancther printer.

Thisiswherethe seriousness of the mate comesin.

It isno longer possible for usto use the facilities a Lakelands and the printing cog for fuure issues has now
trebled. This does not include other cods-computer time, paper, phone calls, pogage ec. Our income, in the
past, has come from adveatising and a small number of Soonsorship deals. Now, we need to look & our
financesvey carefully.

Advertisng-our raes for adverts have not increased & al in al our nine years of exidence, patly through
complacency and patly because we have not needed to make aprofit, only enough to cover our running cogs.
For our new advertising raes, please seebelow. Our exiding agreematswill be honoured.

Soonsorship-we welcome sponsorship from any source. For ingance, any individual or any family or any
business coul d sponsor, say, a single page or even half apage in fuure issues (if there aeto be any fuure
issues). We calculatetha a single page cogs us about £20t0 produce.

We aetoldtha there might be some grants available to community magazines and we are diligently looking
into this. However | am also told that it is ease to fund a new magazine than it isto find funding for an
exiging one. | hopel an being pessmistic (pessmigic and complacent in one editorial-there’ safirg for you!)

But to be serious, dter we havepaid for the printing of thisissue, our coffers are bare, we are skint! Weneedto
raise fundswith some urgency.

Please help usto keep your ‘Mere News' afloa in itspresant form. | believetha we have the best Community
magazine aound, help usto keep it tha way.

Terry Cartlidge. ﬁ
If you would like to
sponsor a page or part
page please send your
contribution (cheques
payable to ‘Mere News’) to
sze A4 | A5 | A6 | A7 the Editor or contact any
- member of the production
Please sendyour advert per1ssue _ £45 | £30 | £20 | £15 team — see front cover for
: Featureposition * | £50 | £40 | £30 | £20 details.
requirementsto Margaret |inside front or back
Lagoyianni or any bover Full £20,1/2 £10. 1/4 £5
member of the production
team - address detailson For 3issues £120 | £70 | £50 | £30 See page 11 for the
front cove. _ sponsorship form.
Feature position *  [£140 [£100 | £70 | £40

Would you liketo sponsor page 3 %







# $

| was busy enteataining one
particular week during the
winter of 1948 in Chedter,
but 1 had one free evening |
remember. | decided to go
‘backstage’ @ the Royalty
Thedre to see some old
friends | had in the vaidy
busness — a double act

caled “Jackie Alan and
Barbara’. While | was
ganding in the wings

watching the show (Cavan

O’ Connor the Irish Tenor

was topping the hill), |

noticed the next ad coming on was a comedian. Dressed
in an ill fitting evening suit (the tails touched the floor)
he did a very funny, but unusual act- playing the piano,
snging and falling abou, while eaing a big, thid,
buttered crud of bread!! In between tripping and falling
about he took a big bite of this crust, bread was
everywherel!l | was gill danding in the wings (the side
of the dage) when he came off after finishing his act, the
perspiration dripping from him. He got a nice round of
applause. Some months laer | read in ‘The
Performer’ ( the weekly vaidy pape) tha he had
appeared a the ‘London Casino' inthe heart of the Wed
End and been a grea success, from then on his rise to
fame was rapid— hisname- NORMAN WISDOM.

An old friend of mine in those days, a sand up comic,
was Bill Waddington (his hbilling was “ Britain's Witty
Willie”). Lae he found fame as Percy Sugden of
‘Coronaion Sred’.

Also, a comedian | knew in those far off Variety days
was Danny O’'Dea, years lae to find fame as“ Eli” the
short sighted one with thethick glasses in ‘Lag of the
Summer Wine'.

| recall dso Arthur Wordey with “ Charlie Brown” his
dummy. He was a super ventriloquist. | hadto interview
him on behaf of the LVS (London Ventriloquist’s
Society), when he appeared a the Royalty Thedre, a
very pleasat task —he was a nicefellow, easytotalk to.

Wonderful days, the days of Variety. Perhaps some more
memories next time.

HAPPY DAYS

Charlie Edwar ds
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“Yes Charlie”

Variety wasthe spice of life

Theyeas dter the war brought alot moretalent to the
dage. A lot of men, who had been entertaining
the troops, found the dage was what they
wanted to make of their life which was lucky
for al of us.

‘The Royalty’ a Chegter was a gred thedreto
vidt. ¢df were so friendly and the size of the
theare was just right, everyone could hea the
dightest whisper fromthestage.

My mother became booking agent for our local

bus company, which was ‘Hydes at thetime,

0 evay change of programme & ‘The

Royalty’ saw one, quite often two, ooaches

going from Ellesmere Aswell asvariety turns,
there were complete shows.

One week Carol Levis was auditioning for four days,
quite a number of people from around here went. Mr
Dempsey Davis went as a comedian. Mary Wellings
played piano. Norman Woolham played accordion,
people who remember Norman knew what a good
playe hewas, and will also know he was blind.

Norman was in the final on Saturday night. There was
no clgpomeer in the thedare, it was the volume of
applause. Norman won the final but Carol Levisgave it
to an dtradive young woman indead. He was booed
off the gage and before my mother could get to the
back of the $age Carol Levishad left thearea.

We aso saw one of the best shows ever, called
“Soldiers in irts’, no drag artids these, marvellous
make-up, beauiful costumes - they did everything, it
was only at the end of the dhow, when al removed
their wigs were you certain they were men.

Chester wasthe firg inthe area to havethe fan dancers
al in white vey tagefully done, two coaches tha
night, alot of husbandswishingto go.

Another was a magic show, | cannot remember the
chappies name. Ontaking our seatswe were surprised
to see 0 many  John’s Ambulance members in the
thedre . A short while afte the show darted, he was
not only hypnotising the people onthe gage but lots of
people in the audience as well. Ellesmere people did
not le us down, five or sx had to be shaken to kegp
them awakéd

Tha'sall —yes—thosewere the daysof true Variety.

Mavis Evans
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The Bridgwaters and their Connections

Most of Ellesmere and its surrounding area had been in the
possession of the Stanley family during the sixteenth century,
the town being finaly gppropriated to Shropshire (and therefore
to England) in 1537. At aout the beginning of the seventeenth
century, much land and propety in north Shropshire was
purchased by the Lord Chancdlor, Sir Thomas Egerton (1540-
1617) better known as Lord Chancdlor Ellesmere. (Sr Thomas
was devated to the peerage as Lord Ellesmere by King James |
on July 24th, 1603.)

Sir Thomas bought much of the Ellesmere aea from
Ferdinando, 5th Eal of Derby and maried the deceased earl’ s
widow as his third wife. Alice, the widow, had a family of three
daughters, one of whom (Frances)
maried Sir Thomas's son, John
(1579-1649) who wes created Eal of
Bridgwater in 1617. This was just two
months after the death of his father to
whom the honour had originaly been
promised. It was sad tha the offer
induded a pension of £3,000 per
annum which Sir Thomas dso
dedined. He died an hour |aer.

The third (but first surviving) son of
the first Earl and Countess eventudly
succeeded as second Earl of
Bridgwater (and third Lord
Ellesmere) and married Elizabeth
Cavendish in 1641. A son of this
marriage, born in 1646, became the
third earl and married Jane Powlett as
his second wife It was ther son,
Scroop Egerton, who was created
Duke of Bridgwaer in 1720 A
younger son of the third Eal, the
Hon. Henry Egerton, became Bishop of Hereford and married
Elizabeth Ariana, a daughter of the Earl of Portland. Their son
John married Anne Sophia, adaughter of the Duk e of Kent, and
he followed his father into Holy Orders eventudly becoming

Bishop of Durham.
A daughter of that marriage, Lady Amdia Egerton married Sir

Abragham Hume Sophia, daughter of Lady Amdia and Sir
Abraham married Sir John Cust, later second Lord Brownlow
and first Earl Brownlow thus connecting by mariage the
Bridgwater (Egerton) and Brownlow (Cust) families.

Toturn agan to the dukedom of Bridgweter. As fourth Earl of
Bridgwater, Scroop Egeton maried in 1703 Elizabeth
Churchill, daughter of the Duke of Marlborough. Sadly, she died
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Seventh Earl of Bridgwater

of smdlpox a the age of only 26 in 1714. After his
promotion to the dukedom in 1720, he maried Lady
Rachad Russdl on August 4th, 1722 thus uniting two of the
wedthiest families in the land. This first Duke of
Bridgwater died in 1745 being succeeded by his son John
Egerton as second duke. The second Duke was to enjoy the
dukedom for only two years, dying in February 1747 aged
only twenty. He was succeeded by his brother Francis as
third duke. It was this last Duke of Bridgwater who found
great fame and much fortune as abuilder of cands. Hewas
aded first by tha “ urlettered genius’ James Brindley and
laer by Thomas Tdford, the county surveyor for
Shropshire.
A sister of the second and third dukes was Lady Louise
Egerton who married the first
Maquess of Stafford. Ther
son, George Granville
Egeton, was created first
Duke of Sutherland in 1833.
A grand-daughter of this first
duke, Lady Constance
Leveson-Gower married
Hugh Lupus, Maquess of
Westminster (crested Duke
of Westminster in 1874) as
his first wife in 1852 thereby
connecting the Bridgweter
(Egerton) family with the
Westminster  (Grosvenor)
family. As naed previously,
the Egetons were dready
connected to the Brownlows
(Custs). (The Custs had
chosen ther title to be
Brownlow to mark the
marriage of one of the family
(Sir Richard Cust) to a member of the Brownlow family
(i.e had Brownlow as its surname), Anne Brownlow in
1717.)
On the death of the third Duke of Bridgwater in 1803, the
dukedom became extinct and the earldom passed to John
William Egerton, second (but first surviving) son of the
Bishop of Durham referred to aéove Thisseventh Earl died
in October 1823 leaving massive estaes, induding thosein
Shropshire, in trust to his widow and his brother Francis
Henry Egerton, who became the eighth earl. Thislast Eal
of Bridgwater was in 1781 Rector of Middle and in 1797
Rector of Whitchurch. He spent the remainder of his life,
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

though, in France a the HAtd de Nodlies, Rue St Honoré,
Pais dying there in February 1829. He was wdl educated
and fond of good literature dthough highly eccentric. His
habits extended to his filling hisresidence with cats and dogs
that heinvited to dne with him in an evening if no-one ese
was avalable Nor was he short of courage for he defied the
French Emperor by retaining his home in Paris throughout
the Napoleonic Wars.

To revert to the seventh Earl and Countess of Bridgwater. In
the year 1812, Henry Rogers, licensee of the newly named
Bridgwaer Arms Hotd in Ellesmere died and left a widow
to cary on the innkegping business. Lord Bridgwater
directed that the hotd should be kept open from March 25th,
1813 to March 25th, 1814 in the hope tha a new tenant
might be found. During tha period, the widow would not be
charged rent.

From the time of the death of the last Duk e of Bridgwater to
about 1820, much buildng and resiting of buildings was
done in and aound Ellesmere Birch Hdl and its farm
buildings were completdy renewed for instance Ellesmere
House was built and Charlotte Row came into its present
beng. In the early 1800s theroad leading out of Ellesmere
towards Chester was known as “ Overton Lan€’ and wes
narrower than to-day with thatched cottages adjoining the
highway. These cottages were demolished and rebuilt much
further back with gardens in front and named after the

Countess of Bridgweter — Charlotte. During the Countess of
Bridgwater’ s widowhood (1823-1849), the Estates caried on
under the name of “ The Executors of the Earl of Bridgweter
(dec’ d) and the Countess of Bridgwater”. Thisis evident from
the tithe maps of 1839.

On the death of the Countess of Bridgwaer on February 2nd,
1849, avduation of Lady Bridgwater s assets was carri ed out.
At tha time Trench Fam, Ellesmere was vacant of a tenant
and described as being “in hand” and dl livestock and
produce on the fam was the property of the Courtess. The
vauaion induded 22 cattle, deven horses, 114 sheep, four
stacks of wheat (indicating that wheat was still being grown in
the district despite chegp imports) and part of a gack of oas.
T ogether with various fam implements, the vauation totd led
£672 4s. A count-up of assets in the Estaes Brickyard et
Haughton a the same time amounted to £434 1s 1d
Considering that the Countess was probably the richest
woman in the country & thistime, the vduer must have been
doing a somewha fastidious job! After her death, the full
conditions of the seventh Earl’ s will (dated March 31st, 1823)
became known. It was to be August 1853 before everything
was settled. The next hundred years or so, in which the
Brownlow (Cust) family figured prominently in the life of
Ellesmere, will hopefully be the subject of further notes.

Mr SHorton
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THEBATTLE OF SHREWSBURY 600
YEARS AGO - WHEN ELLESMEREM EN
WERE CONSCRIPTED TO FIGHT
AGAINST THEKING

A seriesof events has been arranged around July 21t
to mark the six hundrecth anniversary of the Battle of
Shrewsbury, an event familia to anyone who had to
read Shakespearés Henry |V Pt.1 a school. For
many the fiditious characer, Falstdf, isbetter known
thanthe real chaadersinvolved inthefight. In reality
the main protagonig was Henry Percy (Hotspur), son
of the Earl of Northumberland, who a few years
earlier had helped Henry Bolinbroke seize the throne
from Richad Il. Hotspur was angered by the refusal
of his former friend, now King Henry 1V, to ransom
his brother-in-law, Sr Edmund Mortimea who was
being held prisoner near Llansanffraid by the Welsh
rebel, Owain Gyn Dwr. Inorder to oppose the king,
Hotpur formed an alliance with his chid prioner,
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the Sots Earl of Douglas and ancother with Owain
Gyn Dwr and, joined by his uncle, the Earl of
Worcester with 14,000 men, marched to join forces
with Owain a& Shrewsbury. The King, who was then
at Lichfield, became alamed & this and marched
rapidy to Shrewsbury (it took him less than three
days) beating Hotspur by a mate of a few hours.
Meanwhile other supporters of the King, like Sr
Walter Blount who brought his men from Bridgnorth,
made the King's army 40,000 drong. Attempts to
mediate between the opposing camps failed and battle
commenced in the afternoon of 21st July 1403.

dr Richard le Srange, Lord of the Manor of
Ellesmere, gave ordersto his steward, John Kynagon
of Socks, to bring all his able-bodied tenants in
Ellesmere, Hampton and Colemereto hisresidence &
Mydde in order to support the King. When Sr
Richard failed to appear they wanted to return home
but on threa of death were made by John Kynadonto
follow Hotspur againgt their will.
Kynagon's support of Hotpur is
explained by his family connedion:
his mather, 1solda, was daughter of the
Earl of Northumberland and therefore
Hotspur's sster méeking John his
nephew. Hotspur was defeated and,
aong with some 5,000 of his men,
died in the battle tha took place on
July 21st 1403. Many prisone's were
teken, including the Earl of Worcester
and Earl Douglas. After the bdtle the
Crown seized all the belongings of the
tenants, but, on the intercesson of Sr
Richard, the King granted the
following pardon and releasedthem.

“THE KING TO ALL HISBAILIFS
£~ AND FAITHFUL MEN. Know ye
‘ that whereas, as we have heard, John
Kynadon, Seward of Richard, Lord
Ledraunge, of the Lordship and
Hundred of Ellesmere, inthe Marches
of Wales, and the Vills of Hampton,
Culmere, and Hampton Wode — laely
pressed the tenats — to s¢ ou to the
same Lord Ledraunge to come with
Us, and brought them to a certain
place called Mude — where the same
Lord Ledraunge had not come: and
the same tenants — wished to
withdraw, but the same John would
not allow them, but threaened to
behead, draw and hang them. And so
the aforesaid John brought the tenants
aforesaid, they not knowing the
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purpose and intat of the same John, unto aplace where
Henry Percy was, and detained them there with force
and arms againg their will. We, of our special grace,
have pardoned the same tenaits — Moreover We have
granted to the same tenants their lands, goods and
chatels forfeited to Us on the occason aforesaid.

Signed by the King himself at York on the 13t day of
August A.D.1403.

John Kynagon and Earl Douglas both received pardons
in due course but the Earl of Worced er was beheaded at
the High Crossin Shrewsbury two days after the battle.
The King had a church built (reputedly over the grave
of ome of his men) and endowed it with five prieds
whose duty it wasto pray for the souls of those dain in
the battle. Among thosekilled was Madoc Kynadon of
Socks, the faher of John Kynagton and Hotgur's
brother-in-law. His coa of arms is among those
preserved in Batlefield Church tothis day.

Twelve yeas ealier bhn Kynagon had oltained a
grant from Roger de Hampton, Vicar of Ellesmere to
found a Chaoel independent from Ellesmere Church at
Hampton (now Welshampton). The Kynadon family
lived at the Sodks in the parish of Hampton until the
sixteenth century when they movedto Oteley.

However, the advowson of Hampton remained with the
descendants of John Kynaston who had founded the
parish of Hampton, fought & the Batle of Shrewsbury,
conscripted the tenants of Ellesmere and Hampton and

A.1. STEPHEN MORRIS & SONLTD
PROFESSIONAL CHIM NEY SWEEPS

NACSREGISTERED - HETASAPPROVED
NVQ QUALIFIED
LOCAL AUTHOITY APPROVED

All Types of Flues Svept With Vac & Brush

Chimney Pots, Cowls, Bird Guards & Pot Cgs
Supplied & Fitted

CCTV Ingpections—Blodkage/ Nesting Removed
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Approved Solid Fud Engneers
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01691 682418—01743 341010

received a Roya Padon from the vidorious King
Henry 1V. Perhaps Shakespeare might have included
thisin his play hadhe known about it.

Chrigtopher Jobson

G N
TOALL ELLESMERE EXPATS

Would you like to get your next copy
of ‘Mere News’ as soon as itis
published? We are prepared to post
your copy directly to your home
address.

At the moment, postage costs 41p
per ‘Mere News’, plus the cost of the
envelope—so for 50p per issue, or
£1.50 for a year’s supply, you could
be reading your Mere News at the
same time as anylocal reader.

Please reply to the Editor
28 Hill Park
Dudleston Heath
Ellesmere
SY12 9LF

merenews @ellesmere.info

. .
Visit Ellesmere on the internet a?'
www.ellesmere.info

Extracts from Mere News plus lots of
information about the town

For web design services and [T training
contact

01691 624331/ 07762 907932
ga@ellesmere.info

o J




Poetry Corner by wrsor eond

Sight Reading

When | was young and learnt to write,

| made my letters

On starting school, thethingto do,
Was keep them on line, all theway thru'.
Asyearswent on and | got taler and taler,
| made my letters smaler and smadller.
In my senior years —wha will suffice?
Back to square one,

Large print is nice!

Slim Pikkings!

We bought ourselves awalker,
a sort of exercising bike,
But instead of pedalling* roundthe world”,
we havetotakea little hike.

We saw it g¢anding intheshop,
and bought it on a whim.
Wethought it would work wonders-
and make usreally dim.
Walking all these imaginary miles,
was the opposite of that
It gave us such an appdite---
so we got really FAT!

The football memairisaliterary form

that rank s at least two grades bel ow the
trashiest airport nowel.
Alan English

<
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The Lates Thing

Rubbing and scrubbing is a thing of the pag
Kitchen tables, now not madeto lad.
Hardline plagicthe rule of the day,
With modern cleansers—awipe away.

Windows need washing, whatever the weather,
Just give aquick rubwith anice soft leaher.
To gd thepotsreally niceand clean,

A dishwasher isnow all part of the scene.

Vacuum cleaners been ou for years, indeed —
A quick go ove thefloor isall you need.
No timeto hang washing on theline?
You'll findaTumbler will dry it fine.

Sill got oneor two bedsto make?
Weéll! givethenew duvetsahit of a shake.
Now if its something for lunch you crave,

Just pop ameal inthe microwave.

And then you can forget all about the chores,
Tum ontheinterne for afew world tours.
Travel around and shop the modern way —

Itstruly much morefuntoday.
With atouch of thefinger ontha computer mouse
Its Mousework — not Housework —
The ruleof this house

A Spring Walk

Has anyone beento Chirk Bank laely,
Just alongthe canal pah there.
The cakins are drgpingtree branches,
And daffodils are everywhere.

Bit further along on the opposite bank
If you look carefully youd probably find-
Some primroses gregting the Soringimetoo,
Telling us "good weathers nat far behind."

[t®@apleasat walk down tha towpath,
The agueduct looks gurdy and grong.
The scenic views right through the archways
Couldfill your heart full of song.
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The Computer Bug

| wish | hadn®bought that computer,
Itetaken ahold of my life

| haven®got timefor anything else,
Can®eventalkto my wife.

I wish | hadn®bought tha compuer,
My gardening is going to paot,
If | don®©go out soon and lift them,
My "Veggies' will all start torot.

I wish | hadn®bought that compuer,
I@n learning to shop onthend,
My switch card hasnever been switch on before
But now I@n finding so much | can gd.

1 wish | hadn®bought tha computer,
I[t@drivingthewife up the wall,
| don®even notice it®mealtime,
| don®even hear her call.

I wish | hadn®bought that compuer,
To wile afew winter hours away,
| never realised | wake up one morning,
To abeautiful summer®@day.

|@n thinking of sellingtha computer,
To seemore of my family and friends,

|@efoundthewife®getting used to the dat.com;

S | think thisiswhereit all ends.

Sponsor a page of

To the Editor,
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If1 had to livemy lifedl over
again, | would change onething: |
wouldn’t read Moby Dick.

Wbody Allen
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Dear Editor...............

e have just revisited your

lovely town on boad our
narrowboat
"MINNEHAHA". This has been
about the fourth visit we have
made and as before we have
been impressed with the
friendliness of the local
shopkeepers and lovely setting of
the town. It is a shame the old dairy is gill in such a
dilapidated state and we look forward to seeing this
canal sde area tadefully developed to enhance the
ambiance of thetown. We will be back again several
times | am sure. Thank you for welcoming us, and we
look forward to our next visit.

Anne& Bill Shley (nb"Minnehaha")

moved into Cockshutt in July this year from

Canterbury, Kent (I was brought up in Bebington,
Wirral), and came to Ellesmere with the Girl Guides,
camping, in my young life, so knew it was a lovely
place. Unfortunaely my husband died unexpecedly and
suddenly in October, so | am pleased we moved,
everyone in thetown and village have been so kind and
supportive to me | picked up Mere News in the Post
Office and found it so interesting and informaive.

Dorothy E Southgae
Cocksnuit

have just completed the quiz in the Winter Edition

of Mere News; we pick this up from the Oswestry
mobile Library and enjoy reading it as we regularly
wak in the Ellesmage aea. Please convey my
appreciaion to Mrs Bond — he efforts have kept many
of usenthralled over the fedive season. Indeed we have
poredove theRoad Atlas for some inspiration.

Janet Boult
Montford Bridge

am writing to say how much | enjoyed the

challenging quiz — congratulationsto Mrs D F Bond.
| hope my foreign daus does not debar me from
compeing! | hope you have lots of entriesto lightenthe
dark days of January.

Val Gough
Loppingon

ou may not be aware tha HomeSart North

Shropshire & Oswestry is a family support
charity operaing withinthe Ellesmeredistrict.
We are a voluntary organision and are theefore
always looking for caring local people who have a
few hoursto spare (either amorning or aternoon each
week) and would genuinely enjoy befriending alocal
family within Ellesmere who have expressed a need
for support. Theform of support varies from family to
family but cen be practical or just afriend droppingin
and someoneto tak to!
| would be extremely graeful, if you felt it
appropriae, if you could include a plea in the next
edition of Mere News for local peopleto contact me if
they are interested in finding ou more abou how they
can play avery real and vital role intheir community
helping the loca HomeSat scheme. Full
preparations for thisrole is provided by Home-Sart
and all out of pocket expenses are paid. We valuethe
time our voluntees give freely and no-one will incur
financial expenses should they decide to help.
For more informaion or an informal cha about the
work we do please contact the local organiser, Jacki
Shuttleworth on 01691 680888 or email
homestatos@caredfreend

Reply to Mary Ann Kelly’ sarticle Issue 22

Dear Mary Ann,
| am able totell you of an ‘odd home curé we had in
our home. | was the 9t child and youngeg daughter
of 10 children and in the days of my childhood we
had to pay to see the Doctor, so my Mother used to
make“ Mothers Medicine” which she dosed us with a
small wine glass full for anything wrong.
| was sent tothe chanigt with a1 fluid ounce bottle
into which were mixed fl oz of each:

Spirit of camphor

Sweet spirit of Nitre

S Volatile,
also 20z of Sl Prunellaballs ( these looked like Moth
Balls).
Mothe dissolved the ballsin 1 pint of boiling water
and when this was dissolved and cold the contents of
the 1oz bottle were added and well shaken. Some of
my brothers and ssters haed this medicine but |
loved it—was | a drug addict in the ma&king?) It did
seem to bring down our temperature and relieve the
“ growing pains’ we all suffered from.
| trained asa Nurse and | think our Physicians would
have been horrified, but | passit onto your readers.
Best wishes

Dorothy E Southgate, Codkshutt

Would youliketo sponsor page 12?  goto page three for details



Societies News

Don't forgetto le us know your Society’ snews

First Rainbow Guides

On January 6™ of this year, First Rainbow Guides

started up in Ellesmere and has gone from strength

to strength ance, with numbers of girls who atend

incressing each week. The unit consists of a Unit
W Guider, Assistant Guider and a Parent Helper and

up to fifteen 5 to 7 year old girls. We meet every

Monday from 5 until 6pm in the Scout Hut, where
games, songs and craft activities take place From the
Ranbow Unit the girls have the opportunity to move onto
the next gage in the Guide movement, which is Brownies.
If anyone is interested in their daughter starting Ranbows
or becoming invdved in any aspect of the Guide
Movement themsdves, plesse contact Lois Thompson
(Assistant Guider and Districc Commissioner) Td. 01691
623764

Gill Hill (Prewarrant Unit Guider)

Town Diary

Don’t forget to put your eventsin the
Town Diary at the I nfo-Link

Ellesmere Amateur Dramatic Society
Forthcoming Productions

Give My Regards to Broadway
12,13 ,14th June 7:30, Town Hall

| mportance of Being Ernest
28, 29, 30th August, Town Hal

Ellesmere Friendly Widows Club

Now in its seventh year, the Widows Friendly Club has a
membership of 35 after starting in 1996 with much trepidation
as to it being a success.

Members have much to share with one another, having dl
suffered the trauma of losing a loved one. Friendships have
been made, londiness has been overcome holidays and
outings have been enjoyed together. The coffee ‘Drop In' a
the Black Lion Hotd hdd each Thursday morning has been
supported and enjoyed.

Since the Club was formed, it has been interesting to mest
women who have come to Ellesmere from many parts of the
country, to retire with their husbands and then suddenly to be
left done. We have heard about their early careers - nursing,
teaching, journdism, secretarid work, Civil Sevice, shop
assistants, parochid work and reminiscences of wartime from
the older members.

We have a few members with hidden tdents - the following
poem was written by one, it sums up our Friendly Club.

It is 9x years now since | cameto T own,
| was feding done and rather down.
What shdl I do tofill inthe gaps-
Join adub and maybe, perhaps
| can make new friends dong the way,
To hdpme get by day by day.

Then anew Clubwas formed, for widows like me,
We meat once aweek for acha and some tea
Over thirty new fri ends now share part of my life,
With something in common—we were once a wi fe
Thank you for being there-

I think of you often when | kned in prayer.

Widows would be made very welcome a our meetings on the
first Monday of each month a theBack Lion Hotd a 2 pm.

Coffee a the Black Lion on Thursday mornings & 10 am
onwards.

Ellesmere Senior Citizens Club

M et & theTown Hal every Wednesday afternoon from 2.30 pm
New members are dway s welcome

Ellesmere Primary School -Summer Fete

refreshments.

school library and other worthy causes.
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Ellesmere Primary School PT A have aranged their annua Summer Fete for Saturday 21st June a 1:30 p.m. . There will be
the usud stdls and games, a sdection of displays—induding the School Gymnastics dass and Ju-Jitsu dass—Hdium
Bdloon Race, large inflatabl e games and Bouncy Castle for the little ones. We will dso have abar, hot dogs, burgers and

We look forward to sesing everyone for an enjoyable afternoon which hdps raise funds to use towards the newly built

goto page three for detals



Blakemere
Veterinary Certre
12 Tdbot Street
Ellesmere
Shropshire
SY120HQ

Td: (01691) 622201
Fax; (01691) 622118

SMALL ANIMAL CONSUL TATIONS
by appointment

WEEKDAYS
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm — 6.00pm

SATURDAY S
10.00am —10.30am

FARM & HORSE VISITS
AVAILABLE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

P & G Vehicle Repairs

MOT TESTING, PETROL & DIESEL

TYRE & GENERAL SERVICING

Unit 4
Smithfield Works
Ellesmere
Shropshire
SY12 OAY

T
‘\Lﬁ KEN & MARY PEATE

ALLAN GITTINS

Tel: 01691 622849
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AS THE TWILIGHT YEARSGENTLY WIND THEIRWAY TOWARDS YOU TAKE CARE (LONG TERM)

Long term careis needed when a person becomesill or suffers a disability tha makes them unable to carry out their activities of
daly living, with the probability that this disability will continue over the long term. More often than not, itis the ederly who
require care over the longer term and it is typicaly occasioned by either increasing frailty due to ageing or the chroni ¢ aftermath
of acute conditions such as a stroke or afdl.

Long Term Care can dso be required i f a person is mentdly impaired. The most common form of impairment for ederly people
is dementia, and a common form of dementia is Alzhemer® Disease. A person suffering from dementia will need persond
supervision and assistance to carry out norma daily activities.

The care required can take many forms, from simple domestic assistance to medica interventions and may be provided in a
residentia or nursing home or in the person® own hame.

The difference between a residentid care home and a nursing home is the nursing cover provided. None is provided in a
residentia care home, where residents rey on the NHS District & community nursing service. A nursing home provides full
round-the-cdock nursing care from a registered nurse.

Thelong term nature of the care needed, and the fact the person is unlikely to recover (they have a chronic condition), is what
distinguishes this situation from the conditions covered by Private Medicd Insurance - which covers acute medica conditions
(i.e. conditionsfrom which arecovery is expected).

Many people would have hoped the Naiona Hedth Service would look after them. They might have paid Nationd Insurance
contributions and taxes al their working lives, and recdl the origind intention of the W fare Stae to care for peopl e &om
cradle to grave® But the NHS nolonger covers dl the costs associated with the care of incurabl e conditions inold age.

Since the Community Care Act, which was passed in 1990, took effect in 1993, tha task has been transferred to Locd
Authorities. The NHS will only provide and/or pay for the Nursing Care Service Component of a person® long term care servi ce
needs. All aher costs and services associated with long term care are the care recipient® responsibility unless they qudify for
Locad Authority assistance. Although in Scotland from July 2002 Free Persond Care worth up to £145 per week will be
avalable

The NHS continues to provide medicd care in hospitds which is free to everyone. However, the provision of long term care
outside hospita s has become the responsibility of individua Loca Authorities and it isnot free to everyone.

If your Loca Authority agrees that you need residentid or nursing home care it will assess your means to work out what
proportion of the costs is your responsibility, and what the Locd Authority will pay. If you can expect a contribution from the
Loca Authority, the Authority will contract with the care home, pay the home direct but ask that you make your contribution
towards the fees to them. T he Sze of the contribution depends on the assessment of your wedth by a means test.

Assets of more than £19,000 Assets of between Assets of £11,750 or less
£11,750 and £19,000
You will not be entitled to any Some assistance may be given by You will havetogive up dl

financid assistance from the Loca |your Locd Authority. The amount of |of your income to the Loca
Authority for long term care costs | assistance takes into account dl of Authority. They will topitup

in anursing or residentiad home - |your actua income and the Cariff to meat care fees. @hcome®
and it will usudly be up toyouto |income @on your savings above consists of dl of your private
make dl your own arrangements  [£11,750. For each £250 you have pensions, plus most of the
for care above £11,750, your tariffincomeis |Socid Security benefits to
£1 per wesk. which you are entitled. You

can, however, deduct an

amount for persona spending
(£16.80 aweek in 2002/2003)

The monetary limits shown above gpply to the individuad needing care, where the Local Authority are considering care in a
nursing or residentia home. Limits, based on the Income Support limits of £6,000 and £12,000, may gpply where care is to be
provided in an individuad®@own home and may apply to a couple rather than to anindividud.

Although Loca Authorities have to provide the care you need i f you qudify for it, there are times when there are more demands

on their budgets than they can meet, and they are unable to provide immediaedy dl the care that is requested a any onetime.
So what isthe solution?

There are plans which can hdp people fund their long term care costs whether they are in need of care now or want to protect
themsdves financialy against the possibility of future care costs.

Plans that will hdp with future care costs can be paid for either by regular payments (monthly or yearly) for customers up to age

80, by a lump sum or acombination of both. All other plans are paid with alump sum. Lump sum plans include an option to
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

return pat of the single premium if death occurs within a
short period after it has been effected.

Investment benefits can be combined with plans that will
help with future care costs. These plans am to return al or
alarge part of the investment when the investor dies.

A very good particular providers product, the Lifetime Care
Asset Protection Bond ams to provide a benefit on death
equd to theinitid investment. T his will be paid out whether
or not thereis aclam for long term care benefits.

Whenever you are looking for help in this area the best
advice would be to seek independent financid advice by
taking to your locd firm Mere Park Associates Ltd on
01691 624866 or cdling into ther offices & 22 Scotland
Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire. (directly oppodte the Market
Hall)

Take cae

Richard W Owen MLIA(dip)
Director
Mere Park Associates Ltd

Oswestry Embroiderers’ Guild

Members who braved the icy weather on January 10" were
trested to a lively and interesting tak by Pat Gibson about
her interest in needle lace.

Pat told us how her interest grew from looking a antique
lace, learning how to make lace and then developing her
own needlelace designs. Many of her own designs were
inspired by pieces of antique lace she had collected and she
had exquisite samples for us to see.

A workshop was held the following day for some members
to learn the skill of making needle-lace.

Locd textile artist Alison Holt was the spesker a the
February meeting. Alison creates machine embroidered
pieces which are worked on apainted silk background. She
describes her work as painting with a sewing machine
needle.

T he subject matter of Alison’ s work is gardens, flowers and
paticularly the loca landscape. We were able to see
finished pieces depicting recognisable loca scenes.

It was especidly plessing to Guild members that Alison
brought adong not only slides showing work in progress, but
dso some samples of work a different stages of
development, so that we could examine them closdy.

Wendy Riddick, a teacher of Ant and Design from
Shrewsbury, was the spesker @ the Guild’'s meeting on
Friday 14th Mach. Wendy is well known locdly for her
silk painting and she brought aong many examples of her
work for us to see.

She explained how her interest in this craft had developed
from her love of water colour painting and embroidery. She
adds stitch to many of her pieces, which range from scarves
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and cushions to large hangings and quilts, dl intricatdy
painted.

A group of us were fortunate enough to spend the following
day with Wendy for a silk painting workshop. We learned
how to stretch the g1k onto a frame, to paint a design using
outliners and to colour our designs with dlk paints We were
aso able to paint fredy using the wet into wet technique. It
was an enjoyabl e day, we learned alot and were able to buy
supplies to work with a home.

T he next meeting of the Guild will take place on Friday May
9th & 7.30 inthe Memoria Hdl, Oswestry. Visitors are
aways welcometo join us.

@ I

SA/S
/’ﬁﬁ

ELLESMERE FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER 12th, 13th, 14th
Firewor k Display (Friday Eve gop. Beech House)
Hog Roast and Entertainment (Sat eve-head of Wharf))
Porth-y-waen Band (Fri 7pm- Wharfsde Marquee)
L akdands Schod Band (hoon Friday-in theSquare)
[lluminated Boats (Fri eve) Craft fair
Decorated Canal Boats-Civic Cruise Sunday am
United ‘Songsof Praise
Open Weskend at Boatyard ~ Working Narrow Boats
Guided Walksby Shropshire WildlifeTrust
Sailing Demonstration Street Entertainment
Art exhibition Wharfdde Charity Market

British Waterways Caravan

AND MANY OTHER ATTRACTIONS
Further Details: 01691 623724 or 622097

Ellesmere Fegtival Committee acknowledges invaluable help fran British
Waterway s and the Shropshire Union Caral Society

>

goto page three for details




Ellesmere®@ Court Jester

When our house a thetop of St. John® Hill was in use as the
‘prep school for Ellesmere
College a pupil found a
small carved wooden hed
in the garden. This is now
to be seen in the Rowley®
House Museum in
Shrewsbury. The head
formed pat of a jester®
marotte or club. Only two
have ever been found and
the Museum describe it as
| ther "prize exhibit". It
recently was authenticated
‘ by the British Museum and
is dated as gpproximatey
14th Century.

The marotte sometimes had a lesther sack or ar filled bag
atached the Latin name of which is a "follis* from which the
word fool derives. Presumably this was used to payfully beat
courtiers. Although some marottes were quite hefty wegpons
The mad french fool Sibelot atacked everyone on sight that
he encountered a the court of Henri 111 with his marotte, gpart
from the King himsdf, "whom marveous instinct obliged him
to respect". Because the fool or court jester enjoyed a
privileged position in a court he had many enemies and the
marotte could be used in defence. | wonder if this was how the
St. John®@Hill marotte was | ost?

W e know from work done by the " Ellesmere Soci ety that the
mere was once & a much higher level surrounding the "Hill"
making access possible only by what is now Sandy lane. The
town therefore had naturd defences much vaued in times of
trouble especidly when the English and Wdsh fought. The
Society® resear ch shows that wha was then Ellesmere became
strategicaly important from Norman times onwards. Henry Il
seized Ellesmere for the crown then gave it to the Welsh. It
was taken back by King John and returned to the Wesh as a
dowry. In 1230 Henry 111 took the town back again and built a
royd house probably on what is the old Vicarage garden
opposite our house Whatever was sited there must have been
extremey important as the site of the castle and church are
lower down the hill. Only in 1280 did Ellesmere lose its
strategic importance and it was passed to the L@&drange
family.

T he existence of a royd house so close to the location of the
marotte makes one wonder if there was a connection even
though the British museum dates it as 14th Century. Henry 111
lived from 1206-1272 so a very slight adjustment to the
estimated age brings it into hisreign. If this were so then who
could have owned the marotte?

Henry® wife Eleanor came from Provence, the home of the
troubadours, and Eleanor was the daughter of one of the great
troubadour poets; Raymond Berenger, Count of Provence
This new poetic literature featured dwarfs in various roles and
there was adwarf caled Jean in Eleanor®@ retinue. At that time
dwafs were frequently musicians, poets and entertainers

Would you liketo sponsor page 17 ?

fulfilling the role of jester and fool. Perhgps Eleanor and
Jeen visited Ellesmere.

In 1251 we have mention of Fortunas de Lucca who
received liveries from the King and in 1257 he was given
new robes to replace those that had been ruined when the
King "pushed him into the water”. John de Blaviadso had
his dothes "torn up" from his back by Henry. Both were
succeeded by a man named Jacomin described as "stultus
et histrio regis" (King® fool and player) who had a specia
outfit made for him in 1260. We know therefore that Henry
1l had jestersin his court.

Slightly ealier still Henry I, who had Ellesmere
connections, was held by Peter de Blois to have a court
tha "had an assiduous following of entetaners,
laundresses, dice players, flaterers, taverners, wdfers,
actors, barbers- gluttons the whole lot of them.” One might
imagine the marotte coming from one of the entertaners.

Whoever owned it must have led an interesting life and we
can only speculate as to his identity, his patron and the
circumstances of its loss.

Shropshire produced the most fanous court jester of them
dl. One Richard Tarleton who was born in Condover and
died in 1588. Tarleton was the favourite jester of Queen
Elizabeth | and is said to have influenced Shakespeare®
creation of the character Bottom in A Midsummer Nigh®
Dream, and Taleton himsdf is sad to have been the
mode for the court

jester Yorick
described in
Hamlet, but not

King Lea® fool
who is sad to be
based on Wil
Somers.

The marotte is an
interesting relic of
a bygone age when
Ellesmere  hosted
royaty but possibly
may have come
from a jester
associaed with
nobility rather than
frgglity\.,v;e:tﬁrels da;(; St. John@Hill marotte.

some to be status symbols as non-essentid servants.
However | prefer to imagine a King and his court beng
entertained on St.. John® Hill at the time of the loss some
700 years before the smd| carving was found by chancein
our garden.

Robin Lloyd, London

Top left : 1llustration of a jester with marotte fromthe
" BibleHistoride' of 1357

goto page three for details
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new futures

Computer (ICT) Courses at
The Lakelands School and Sports College

6:30 — 8:30 Wednesday evenings
Prices:
Senior Citizens free
Adults £1.50
Children 50p

To book contact the School on 01691 622543

At The Trotting Mare, Overton

/ "1 BBUE
() *H06& +, B96&'
-/ ( 0 ). 1

* Eat asmuch asyou like*
For only—£5.50

Buffet will consist of:

& 2
3 ) 22 ) & 2
) 24 5 ") ) 2

For further detailsplease tedephone: The Trotting Mare on 01978710743

Would you liketo sponsor page 18 ?  goto page three for details




~

(o .
V. SaﬂChI Jewellers m.s.H.i

5 Scotland Street, Ellesmere

Tel: 01691 622282
Jewellery and Gifts for all occasions (Rennie Mackintosh)
Batteries (Watch and Camera)

Spedalist Watch Repairers and Key
Cutting Senice

-

Cinema at
The Town Hall

Oscar winning

Wednesday
30th April
730 p.m.

—~

THE HOURS
COMING SOON

—~

All seats £3.00
! " A Bookings viaInfo-link
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Senior Citizens Forum -
Ellesmere and Distria (SY12)

This Forum for the over 60's 70s 80's 90's was formed
following two public meetings a Ellesmere Town Hal on
Friday 5" April 2002 and Monday 13" May 2002. Promoted
by Ellesmere Town Council, Socia Services and Bill Haris,
Chairman of the first Forum in Shropshire — namdy
Shrewsbury. Age Concern and Help the Aged have been very
helpful.

The first committee was democraticdly eected a a meeting
in the Comrades Sports and Sociad Club on the morning of
19" June 2002 under the Chairmanship of Don Ne son.

Very little was known &t tha time about forums except what
gopears on the internet under the heading BGOP (Better
Government for Older People) but the main objective was to
give older people ‘a shout on any subject that affected their
wel fare. This movement is non-politica or apoliticd —i.e
neutral .

The Senior Citizens Forum of Ellesmere and District (SY12)
is the second in Shropshire closdy followed by Oswestry.
Now there are forums in Whitchurch and Ludlow and
developments are anticipated in Market Drayton, Wem and
Bridgnorth. An associaion of Shropshire Forums has been
launched to assist new forums to share objectives and
measures to achieve them.

Why do we need Senior Citizens Forums?
Because more and more peopl e are living longer
Thereis ala of discrimination against the aged.
To seepeople get afar ded.

Wha have we achieved so far?

‘A review of overarching strategy in relaion to older
people by the corporate management team of Shropshire
County Coundil’ (their wording).

Who are the Senior Citizens?

The age group we cover is 60 to 100+ but it should never
be forgotten that dl citizens owe their particular British
freedom — which al asylum seskers seem to think worth
having — to those now around 80 years old who in various
capacities- factories, faams, Armed Forces, won World
War Il. Jug think what would have happened if we had
lost. Is it not time we ensured these folk have a
comfortabl e retirement?

The next open public meegtings are a the Comrades Sports
and Socid Clubat 10 am for 10.30 am on:-

Wednesday 18th June 2003 — AGM and Election
Meeting

Friday 5" September 2003 — Owen Paterson MP
Wednesday 19" November 2003 — TBA

Free coffee a al mestings.
We need extra‘ workers' — come and join us.

Don Nelson
Charman

QV‘

SCHOOL OF MOTORING

Friendly and enjoyable lessons
Help giventowards Theory
Discounts for students

Pick up and Drop-off service

Introduce a friend and get a free 1 hour lesson
Pay for 10 lessons for the price of nine
Motorway courses, night driving and Pass Plus
Drive a smart Ford Fiesta with dual controls
Nervous pupils welcome

Phone 01691 690454 mobile 07866 993142
Email ADIMARKPRITCHARD@AOL.COM
Cartref, Greenhill Bank, Ellesmere, SY12 9LU

“‘ PRITQH4

o
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A Day inthe Life!

The day started ordinarily enough. | was looking forward to
having ‘ Timeto mysdf — arare commodity for a mother of
six. You know —a refreshing shower, cup of hot coffee and a
reed of the Daily paper.

| got my youngest off to school and did my bit of shop
browsing on the way home. My edest who still lives a home
was due out for the day.

Surprise, surprised  When | got home his trip had been
canceled so he d be staying in after dl. | made a cup of
coffee. Not an easy thing to do in our house a the moment
as the kettle has definitely seen better days. Its light flickers
and it emitsthiscurious wailing sound after its first couple of
minutes warming. It took pity on me thistime and boiled. |
settled to read the paper and do the crossword. No such luck.
Yes, you' ve guessed it — the phone rang. Would | like to
insure the tyres of the car for aspecid price? We vedl had
them on the phone haven’'t we? This chappie had one of
those foreign accents which is virtualy incomprehensible. |
ended up purchasing the insurance but informing him with
great insistence that | would be cancdling it as soon as the
confirmation was received. | guess | fdt sorry for him in the
end not wanting to deprive him of his commission. What an
unpleasant way to make aliving.

Back to my coffee.  Correction - cold coffee. T he doorbdll
rang. A good friend of mine had popped in for achat. What
do you do in that situation? You can’tsay “ I’ m chilling out,
can you come back tomorrow?”

How many times have you been to her place unannounced?
At lesst I'll get a cup of hot coffee out of it. Wl | would
have done but the kettle findly gave up on me. Its find
rediaion! Or perhaps there were dark unseen forces
working against me.

The day trundled aong without further mgor incident. One
thing that has gruck me and has helped me to explan why
my head dways feds so ‘crammed’ is the number of
questions my children ask me. This would be problem

enough under normd circumstances — | use this phrase
caefully —“ 1 AM normd even though | have sx children,
Mrs Jones.” | guess itsjust that two children is generdly

accepted as ‘theright thing todo nowadays.

Having six children puts problems into triplicate. There
aen’t two coats hanging up in the hdlway (or lying on the
sofa) but six. Not four pairs of shoes on a single compact
shoe rack but tweve pairs dl precariously baanced on a
makeshi ft shoe rack made of boxes. Oh! | forgot the footbdl
boots! Not a couple of questions every ha f hour from two
but twdve from six.

Yes, | do get agitated despitetrying nat to. My children see
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thelr queries as reasonable, after dl they are asking their
norma quota | am baraged continuously. I'm redly not
complaining. | adore my family and, as | have been
constantly reminded in the past,

“ No-one tdd you to have six children!”

T here' s no answer tothat one isthere?

Footnote

| was inspired to write this footnote by an aticle in The
Times today. The atide tels of a Cdifornian lady who
moved to Britain with her two young sons. Shetdls light-
heartedly of the effect of the weather and differences in
school routines. Thefamily is settled and hagppy — a dear
indication of the flexibility and opportunities available to
peopleliving in Britain.

Being in a similar situation — my family and | moved here
from Greece just over three years ago — reminded me of
something my edest son sad

It was a typicd October morning —
torrentiad rain and high wind He stood
a the curtains, peering through them
thoughtfully. Suddenly, he said, “ Mum,
where have you brought us to? It's been
raining here since August!”

| guess some British traditions never
change!!!!

Margaret Lagoyianni

Can you identify this piece of
Elles mere sculpture?

Why areadl Fire Engines
caled Dennis?

goto page three for details



Quiz Answers (Issue 22)

TOWNS AND CITIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM
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16

Ayr
Newmark et
Barry

Hull

Stoke
Havant
Newark
Bury

IIford
Blackburn
Mountain Ash
Ped

W hitehaven
W indsor
Banbury
Bangor

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Bath
Hamilton
Loo
Lincoln

M orecambe
Bridgnorth
Reading

W orcester
Stirling
Nuneston
Ceastleford
Sevenoaks
Basildon
Sheffield
Chatham
Broadway

33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
M
42
43
a4
45
46
47
48

Pasley
Woking
Scarborough
M otherwel |
Eton
Lichfied
Nottingham
Sandwich

W arwick
Cowes
Crawley
Alloa
Caterham
Dalington
Minehead
Beverley

49

54

56
57
58
59
60
61
62

Bishop Aukland
Hastings

Selby
Banstaple
Sittingbourne
Poole

Hailsham
Hatfied

Edinburgh(EdinB urrow) ‘ ‘
Winchester /\

Nantwich

Maidstone

ELLESMERECROSSWORD

—
e

Potters Bar i
Ripon

The winners

Towns and Cities:
M rs J Boult,

M ontford Bridge,
Shrewsbury .

Crossword:
M rs B Whittaker,
Oak Drive, Ell esmere.

Congratulations to our
winners and well done
al of you who sent in
your entries, also our
thanks to our
compilers, Mrs Bond
and David Farncombe.
We had a huge entry
for both competitions,
the best ever!

Would you liketo sponsor page 22 ?

goto page three for details




FULL CIRCLE-AGAIN?

By Gill Eleftheriou
The contribution which our gardens can make to
benefit our native wildlife has become a hot topic
again.

The work of the Royal Horticultural Society is a good
indicator of gardening issues and trends. They say tha
gardens have been under-gppreciadted as habitas for
wildlife and have just held a conference, in conjunction
with The Wildlife Trusts and the Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds, entitled Gardens: Heaven or Hell for
Wildlife?

Theoutcome isan initidiveto encourage us gardenersto
consider the individual contribution tha we could make.
This is not, of course, the first time tha this plea has
been made. I'm sure tha we all remember David
Bellamy’s many passionae gopearances on television
over several decades! The subject is, however, gaining
momentum with a growing number of books and
magazine aticles.

Why now? T he movement towards a more nauralistic
form of gardening, with its knock-on benefitsfor native
wildlife of all kinds, may be linked to our desire for a
more relaxed and less stressful way of life in this
increasingly hectic world.

Our gardening preferences have waxed and waned over
the centuries, oscillaing between formal and naural in
approach. Famoudly, Capability Brown swept away
formal terrace gardensto bring grassland right up to his
illustrious clients' front doors.

Two key elements control the effect which we wish to
creae:

Layou design

Plants used
Although a man-made garden is never, by definition,
truly naural, the manipulaion of these two elements
givesusinfinite variety and resultsin the wonderful and
changing diversity of our gardens.

Srictly formal gardens, with formal beds and bedding
plants, daisy-free lawns and closely clipped hedges and
topiary, areon the wane a the moment. How often does
one seean island bed of hybrid T earosesthese days?
The move towards more informal schemes started
decades ago with the introduction of mixed borders.
Shrubs were brought ou of the Victorian shrubbery to
form a structural year round backcloth for colourful
annuals and perennials.

More recently we have experimented with cottage dyle
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gardens and naturalised planting of woodland and
meadow areas. Some have taken this on board in a
serious way, considering tha pink daffodils or even
double snowdrops areout of character in these settings.
Puristswill use only native plants, and only seed from
local populations, in an effort to maintain the diversity
of the country’ s gene bank.

Isthisgoingtoo far? And how important isthe wildlife
issue? Although we may dismiss the contribution of
our individual plot as insignificant, it is reported tha,
collectively, our gardens are roughly equal in area to
all our Special Stes of Sientific Intered. So we can
make a difference.

The key question, of course, is how nauralistic does
our garden need to be to benefit wildlife? And what
wil dlife do we wish to encourage? Butterflies and birds
are on mog peoples list, but wha abou bees, frogs
and toads? Should we exclude fungi, mosses and wild
flowers (i.e. weeds?)? How about slugs (banning slug
pelles), or even moles!

The answers will depend on our individual wishes and
preferences. Some will be happy with a wilderness,
others less so. The spectrum of gardening styles and
views is always wide, even as the pendulum swings
from formal to naural and back. William Robinson, for
example, ranted againd the in-vogue formality of
Victorian gardening over a century ago. As usual, we
will mix and mach to suit our own preferences and
plots.

Remember, gardening should be relaxing torelievethe
stresses of lifel But any benefits which we can
incorporée to encourage wildlife should repay tenfold
with the added interest and enjoyment which these
naive inhabitants can bring to the garden environment.

BALMER GROVE PLANTS
Weshampton

We are on the B5063
Wem/ Weshampton r oad

Inter esting hardy and unusual cottage
garden plants, mainly herbaceous
perennials, all carefully homegrown in
|oam based compost.

Nick & Gill Eleftheriou
01948 710 403

Open Fri to Mon, closed Thurs.
Pleaseringto vidt other days.
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Random Reminiscences

Reading through some of the back numbers of ‘Mere
News, the articles of Bernad Biggs and Norman
Dawson in particular, | was reminded of some of my
own experiences. We had a hide and seek kind of game,
but we called it Tin Can Nurkey, usually played in
Autumn and early Soring in the dark. We had a gas
lamp ouside our house, one of three inthe entire dred,
and an entry (alley way) opposite.

To play the game, we chose one who was ‘on’ or ‘it’. A
tin can was hurled up the entry into the blackness of the
night, the person who was ‘on’ chased after it while the
rest went to hide. The can was placed on a manhole
cove inthe middle of the street, thiswasthe Den. Then
the game went on in time honoured fashion, just a
variaion on atheme.

However, we had a way of counting for the one to be
‘on’. It went Eenie, Meenie, Macker Acker, Aero
Domino, Ecker Pecker who'sthe Ecker, Tin Tom T ush
— wasthisuniqueto North Saffsl wonder?

The extract from Norman Dawson’s story in Issue 22 of
‘Mere News reminds me of some of my own
experiencesin Scouting. | wrote of some of them in an
earlier edition of ‘Mere News'.

| had been an Assistant Scout Master and a Rover Scout
until 1 was called up for the Army. | wasin a Services
Rover Crew in Germany until | was demobbed in 1952
and went back to being an ASM after tha. | signed up
for aWood Badge course tha year & Beaudesert near
Cannock over five weekends. | won’t go into a lot of
detail, but the second weekend, we were given several
pioneering tasks. We were split into four Parols and
four taks were t&king place simultaneously. We were
buil ding a rope bridge when | happenedto notice one of
the other Pdrols & theirtask.

The scenario was, the flood water was rising rapidly and

the Parol had to climb atree to safely and to makethe
teafor the Pdrol to revive them. (This was a common
theme, we made tea in many impossible situations).
However, there was a snag, they also had to rescue the
‘Village Idiot’, who did not want to be rescued under
any circumdances and did not want any tea to be
brewed either.

When it came to our turn, after the first foray from the
‘Village Idiot’, two of us overpowered him (for his own
safety, you understand) trussed him up and hoisted him
up the tree out of ham’s way. After tha, things were
much easier!

Not quite the right idea, we were told, but very
effective.

| was involved in Scouting for over thirty years in one
capacity or another. At times it was hard work and

very frustraing, epecially duringtheWar years, but |
look back on my time with afection. If | hadn’t been

involved in Scouting, life would have been very much
duller!

Terry Cartlidge

(1§
Quotable Quotes

Everyoneis famous for something—1 am
famous for living opposite George
Bernard Shaw.

JM Barrie

| wrote ‘The Name of the Rose because
| felt like poisoning a monk.

Umberto Eco

All  the expet help from Lord
M ountbatten has not managed to correct
Barbara Cartland’'s belief that Trafagar
comes slightly before Waterloo, perhgs
she has confused English History with
the London Underground sy stem.

Bernard Levin
Ten years of reection slips is nature's
way of tellingyou to sop writing.
Ralph Geiss
| don't think anyone should write their
autobiography until after they are dead!

Samud Goldwyn

[V ]
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RICHARD W OWEN wia ip)

Director rowen@merepark.com

RICHARD P EVANS &a (Hons) MLI (dip)

Financial Adviser revans@merepark.com

Telephone/ Fax: : 01691 624866
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