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Next Issue (i f there is one!) 
Ar ticles &  Adverts i n by end Jul y 03 
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Editor ial    
 
Welcome to ‘M ere News’  No 23 Spring 2003. 
 
Normally, I  would now write about the weather, the onset of Spring, the beauty of the 
trees and daffodils and perhaps Easter Eggs. This t ime, however, I have to write about a 
much more serious matter. 
 

2003 is our ninth year of publication. ‘ Mere News’  No 1 was published in Autumn 1995. The f irst few issues 
were printed at Lakelands School by our editorial team. To produce one issue took us 3-4 days, t ime very 
precious to the working members of our team. Then we found a printer willing to take on the job at a price we 
could afford at that t ime and, during the years since then, the cost to us has remained the same. 
 
So, ‘ Printed Images’  has kept its price for all that t ime. Recently, it  must have cost Mr Swaffield money to 
produce ‘ Mere News’  for us. ‘Printed Images’  has now closed down and we have had to f ind another printer. 
 
This is where the seriousness of the matter comes in. 
 
I t is no longer possible for us to use the facilit ies at Lakelands and the printing cost for future issues has now 
trebled. This does not include other costs-computer t ime, paper, phone calls, postage etc. Our income, in the 
past, has come from advertising and a small number of Sponsorship deals. Now, we need to look at our 
f inances very carefully. 
 
Advertising-our rates for adverts have not increased at all in all our nine years of existence, part ly through 
complacency and partly because we have not needed to make a profit , only enough to cover our running costs. 
For our new advertising rates, please see below. Our existing agreements will be honoured. 
 
Sponsorship-we welcome sponsorship from any source. For instance, any individual or any family or any 
business coul d sponsor, say, a single page or even half a page in future issues (if  there are to be any future 
issues). We calculate that a single page costs us about £20 to produce. 
 
We are told that there might be some grants available to community magazines and we are diligently looking 
into this. However I am also told that it is easier to fund a new magazine than it is to f ind funding for an 
existing one.  I  hope I am being pessimistic (pessimistic and complacent in one editorial-there’ s a f irst for you!) 
 
But to be serious, after we have paid for the printing of this issue, our coffers are bare, we are skint! We need to 
raise funds with some urgency. 
 
Please help us to keep your ‘ Mere News’  afloat in its present form. I believe that we have the best Community 
magazine around, help us to keep it that way. 
 
Terry Cartlidge. 
 

� � � �� � � � 	 �
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�
Please send your advert 
requirements to  Margaret 
Lagoyianni  or any 
member of the production 
team  - address details on 
front  cover. 

size A4 A5 A6 A7 

 per i ssue £45 £30 £20 £15 
 Feature posi tion *  
 Inside front or back     
cover 

£50 £40 £30 £20 

     
 For   3 issues £120 £70 £50 £30 

Feature posi ti on *  £140 £100 £70 £40 

If you  w ould l ike to 
sponsor a page or part 
page please send your 
c on t ri bu ti o n  (ch eq ue s 
payable to ‘Mere News’) to  
the  Editor or contact any 
member of the production 
team – see front cover for 
details.  
 

Full  £20 , 1/2 £10. 1/4 £5 
 

See page 11 for the 
sponsorship form. 
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“Yes Char lie”  
 

Variety was the spice of life. 
 
The years after the war brought a lot more talent to the 

stage. A lot of men, who had been entertaining 
the troops, found the stage was what they 
wanted to make of their life, which was lucky 
for all of us.  
 
‘The Royalty’ at Chester was a great theatre to 
visit. staff were so friendly and the size of the 
theatre was just right, everyone could hear the 
slightest whisper from the stage. 
 
My mother became booking agent for our local 
bus company, which was ‘ Hydes’  at the t ime, 
so every change of programme at ‘The 
Royalty’  saw one, quite often two, coaches 
going from Ellesmere. As well as variety turns, 

there were complete shows.  
 

One week Carol Levis was audit ioning for four days, 
quite a number of people from around here went. Mr 
Dempsey Davis went as a comedian. Mary Wellings 
played piano. Norman Woolham played accordion, 
people who remember Norman knew what a good 
player he was, and will also know he was blind. 
Norman was in the f inal on Saturday night. There was 
no clapometer in the theatre, it  was the volume of 
applause. Norman won the f inal but Carol Levis gave it 
to an attractive young woman instead. He was booed 
off the stage and before my mother could get to the 
back of the stage Carol Levis had left the area. 
 
We also saw one of the best shows ever, called 
“ Soldiers in Skirts” , no drag art ists these, marvellous 
make-up, beautiful costumes – they did everything, it 
was only at the end of the show, when all removed 
their wigs were you certain they were men. 
 
Chester was the f irst in the area to have the fan dancers 
all in white, very tastefully done, two coaches that 
night, a lot of husbands wishing to go.  
 

Another was a magic show, I cannot remember the 
chappies’  name. On taking our seats we were surprised 
to see so many St John’ s Ambulance members in the 
theatre . A short while after the show started, he was 
not only hypnotising the people on the stage but lots of 
people in the audience as well. Ellesmere people did 
not let us down, f ive or six had to be shaken to keep 
them awake! 
 
That’ s all – yes – those were the days of true Variety. 
 

Mavis Evans  
 

� 	 � � �� 	 � � �"	 � � � 
 � � �
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I  was busy entertaining one 
particular week during the 
winter of 1948 in Chester, 
but I had one free evening I 
remember. I decided to go 
‘ backstage’ at the Royalty 
Theatre to see some old 
friends I had in the variety 
business – a double act 
called “ Jackie Alan and 
Barbara” . While I was 
standing in the wings 
watching the show (Cavan 
O’ Connor the Irish Tenor 
was topping the bill), I 
noticed the next act coming on was a comedian. Dressed 
in an ill f itt ing evening suit (the tails touched the f loor) 
he did a very funny, but unusual act- playing the piano, 
singing and falling about, while eating a big, thick, 
buttered crust of bread!! In between tripping and falling 
about he took a big bite of this crust, bread was 
everywhere!!! I  was still standing in the wings (the side 
of the stage) when he came off after f inishing his act, the 
perspiration dripping from him. He got a nice round of 
applause. Some months later I read in ‘The 
Performer’  ( the weekly variety paper) that he had 
appeared at the ‘London Casino’ in the heart of the West 
End and been a great success, from then on his rise to 
fame was rapid – his name- NORMAN WISDOM.  
An old friend of mine in those days, a stand up comic, 
was Bill Waddington (his billing was “ Britain’ s Witty 
Willie” ). Later he found fame as Percy Sugden of 
‘ Coronation Street’ . 
Also, a comedian I knew in those far off Variety days 
was Danny O’ Dea, years later to f ind fame as “ Eli”  the 
short sighted one with the thick glasses in ‘ Last of the 
Summer Wine’. 
I  recall also Arthur Worsley with “ Charlie Brown”  his 
dummy. He was a super ventriloquist.  I  had to interview 
him on behalf of the LVS (London Ventriloquist’ s 
Society), when he appeared at the Royalty Theatre, a 
very pleasant task – he was a nice fellow, easy to talk to. 
 
Wonderful days, the days of Variety. Perhaps some more 
memories next t ime. 
 
HAPPY DAYS 
 

Charlie Edwar ds 
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The Bridgwaters and thei r Connections 
 

Most of Ellesmere and its surrounding area had been in the 

possession of the Stanley family during the sixteenth century, 

the town being finally appropriated to Shropshire (and therefore 

to England) in 1537. At about the beginning of the seventeenth 

century, much land and property in north Shropshire was 

purchased by the Lord Chancellor, Sir Thomas Egerton (1540-

1617) better known as Lord Chancellor Ellesmere. (Sir Thomas 

was elevated to the peerage as Lord Ellesmere by King James I 

on July 24th, 1603.) 

Sir Thomas bought much of the Ellesmere area from 

Ferdinando, 5th Earl of Derby and marri ed the deceased earl’ s 

widow as his third wife. Alice, the widow, had a family of three 

daughters, one of whom (Frances) 

married Sir Thomas’ s son, John 

(1579-1649) who was created Earl of 

Bridgwater in 1617. This was just two 

months after the death of his father to 

whom the honour had originally been 

promised. It was said that the offer 

included a pension of £3,000 per  

annum which Sir Thomas also 

declined. He died an hour later.  

The third (but first surviving) son of 

the first Earl and Countess eventually 

succeeded as second Earl  of 

B ri dgwater (and thi rd L o rd 

Ellesmere) and married Elizabeth 

Cavendish in 1641. A son of this 

marriage, born in 1646, became the 

third earl and married Jane Powlett as 

his second wife. It was their son, 

Scroop Egerton, who was created 

Duke of Bridgwater in 1720. A 

younger son of the third Earl, the 

Hon. Henry Egerton, became Bishop of Hereford and married 

Elizabeth Ariana, a daughter of the Earl of Portland. Their son 

John married Anne Sophia, a daughter of the Duke of Kent, and 

he followed his father into Holy Orders eventually becoming 

Bishop of Durham.  
A daughter of that marriage, Lady Amelia Egerton married Sir 
Abraham Hume. Sophia, daughter of Lady Amelia and Sir 
Abraham married Sir John Cust, later second Lord Brownlow 

and first Earl Brownlow thus connecting by marriage the 
Bridgwater (Egerton) and Brownlow (Cust) families. 

To turn again to the dukedom of Bridgwater. As fourth Earl of 

Bridgwater, Scroop Egerton married in 1703 Elizabeth 

Churchil l, daughter of the Duke of Marlborough. Sadly, she died 

of smallpox at the age of only 26 in 1714. After his 

promotion to the dukedom in 1720, he married Lady 

Rachael Russell on August 4th, 1722 thus uniting two of the 

wealthiest families in the land. This first Duke of 

Bridgwater died in 1745 being succeeded by his son John 

Egerton as second duke. The second Duke was to enjoy the 

dukedom for only two years, dying in February 1747 aged 

only twenty. He was succeeded by his brother Francis as 

third duke. It was this last Duke of Bridgwater who found 

great fame and much fortune as a builder of canals. He was 

aided first by that “ unlettered genius” James Brindley and 

later by Thomas Telford, the county surveyor for 

Shropshire. 

A sister of the second and third dukes was Lady Louise 

Egerton who married the first  

Marquess of Stafford. Their 

son, George Granvil l e 

Egerton, was created first  

Duke of Sutherland in 1833. 

A grand-daughter of this first 

duke, L ady Constance 

L eveson-Gower marri ed 

Hugh Lupus, Marquess of 

Westminster (created Duke 

of Westminster in 1874) as 

his first wife in 1852 thereby 

connecting the Bridgwater 

(Egerton) family with the 

Westminster (Grosvenor) 

family. As noted previously, 

the Egertons were already 

connected to the Brownlows 

(Custs). (The Custs had 

chosen their title to be 

Brownlow to mark the 

marriage of one of the family 

(Sir Richard Cust) to a member of the Brownlow family 

(i.e. had Brownlow as its surname), Anne Brownlow in 

1717.) 

On the death of the third Duke of Bridgwater in 1803, the 

dukedom became extinct and the earldom passed to John 

Will iam Egerton, second (but first surviving) son of the 

Bishop of Durham referred to above. This seventh Earl died 

in October 1823 leaving massive estates, including those in 

Shropshire, in trust to his widow and his brother Francis 

Henry Egerton, who became the eighth earl. This last Earl 

of Bridgwater was in 1781 Rector of Middle and in 1797 

Rector of Whitchurch. He spent the remainder of his l ife, 
(Continued on page 7) 

Seventh Earl  of Bridgwater 
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though, in France at the Hôtel de Noallies, Rue St Honoré, 

Paris dying there in February 1829. He was well educated 

and fond of good literature although highly eccentri c. His 

habits extended to his fi l l ing his residence with cats and dogs 

that he invited to dine with him in an evening if no-one else 

was available. Nor was he short of courage for he defied the 

French Emperor by retaining his home in Paris throughout 

the Napoleonic Wars. 

To revert to the seventh Earl and Countess of Bridgwater. In 

the year 1812, Henry Rogers, l icensee of the newly named 

Bridgwater Arms Hotel in Ellesmere died and left a widow 

to carry on the innkeeping business. Lord Bridgwater 

directed that the hotel should be kept open from March 25th,  

1813 to March 25th, 1814 in the hope that a new tenant  

might be found. During that period, the widow would not be 

charged rent. 

From the time of the death of the last Duke of Bridgwater to 

about 1820, much building and re-siting of buildings was 

done in and around Ellesmere. Birch Hall and its farm 

buildings were completely renewed for instance. Ellesmere 

House was built and Charlotte Row came into its present 

being. In the early 1800s, the road leading out of Ellesmere 

towards Chester was known as “ Overton Lane” and was 

narrower than to-day with thatched cottages adjoining the 

highway. These cottages were demolished and rebuilt much 

further back with gardens in front and named after the 

(Continued from page 6) Countess of Bridgwater – Charlotte. During the Countess of 

Bridgwater’ s widowhood (1823-1849), the Estates carried on 

under the name of “ The Executors of the Earl of Bridgwater 

(dec’ d) and the Countess of Bridgwater”. This is evident from 

the tithe maps of 1839. 

On the death of the Countess of Bridgwater on February 2nd, 

1849, a valuation of Lady Bridgwater’ s assets was carri ed out. 

At that time, Trench Farm, Ellesmere was vacant of a tenant  

and described as being “ in hand” and all livestock and 

produce on the farm was the property of the Countess. The 

valuation included 22 cattle, eleven horses, 114 sheep, four 

stacks of wheat (indicating that wheat was sti l l  being grown in 

the district despite cheap imports) and part of a stack of oats. 

Together with various farm implements, the valuation totalled 

£672 4s. A count-up of assets in the Estates Brickyard at  

Haughton at the same time amounted to £434 1s 1d.  

Considering that the Countess was probably the richest  

woman in the country at this time, the valuer must have been 

doing a somewhat fastidious job! A fter her death, the full  

conditions of the seventh Earl’ s wil l (dated March 31st, 1823) 

became known. It was to be August 1853 before everything 

was settled. The next hundred years or so, in which the 

Brownlow (Cust) family figured prominently in the life of 

Ellesmere, wil l hopefully be the subject of further notes.  

 
Mr S Horton 
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the Scots Earl of Douglas and another with Owain 
Glyn Dwr and, joined by his uncle, the Earl of 
Worcester with 14,000 men, marched to join forces 
with Owain at Shrewsbury.  The King, who was then 
at Lichfield, became alarmed at this and marched 
rapidly to Shrewsbury (it  took him less than three 
days) beating Hotspur by a matter of a few hours.  
Meanwhile other supporters of the King, like Sir 
Walter Blount who brought his men from Bridgnorth, 
made the King’ s army 40,000 strong. Attempts to 
mediate between the opposing camps failed and batt le 
commenced in the afternoon of 21st July 1403.   
 
 Sir Richard le Strange, Lord of the Manor of 
Ellesmere, gave orders to his steward, John Kynaston 
of Stocks, to bring all his able-bodied tenants in 
Ellesmere, Hampton and Colemere to his residence at 
Myddle in order to support the King. When Sir 
Richard failed to appear they wanted to return home 
but on threat of death were made by John Kynaston to 

follow Hotspur against their will.  
Kynaston’ s support of Hotspur is 
explained by his family connection: 
his mother, Isolda, was daughter of the 
Earl of Northumberland and therefore 
Hotspur’ s sister making John his 
nephew.  Hotspur was defeated and, 
along with some 5,000 of his men, 
died in the batt le that took place on 
July 21st 1403.  Many prisoners were 
taken, including the Earl of Worcester 
and Earl Douglas.  After the batt le the 
Crown seized all the belongings of the 
tenants, but, on the intercession of Sir 
Ri chard, the K ing granted the 
following  pardon and released them.  
 
 
“THE KING TO ALL HIS BAILIFS 
AND FAITHFUL MEN.  Know ye 
that whereas, as we have heard, John 

Kynaston, Steward of Richard, Lord 
Lestraunge, of the Lordship and 
Hundred of Ellesmere, in the Marches 
of Wales, and the Vills of Hampton, 
Culmere, and Hampton Wode – lately 
pressed the tenants – to set out to the 
same Lord Lestraunge to come with 
Us, and brought them to a certain 
place called Mudle – where the same 
Lord Lestraunge had not come: and 
the same tenant s – wi shed to 
withdraw, but the same John would 
not allow them, but threatened to 
behead, draw and hang them.  And so 
the aforesaid John brought the tenants 
aforesaid, they not knowing the 

THE BATT LE OF SHREWSBURY 600 
YEARS AGO - WHEN ELLESMERE M EN 

WERE CONSCRIPTED TO FIGHT 
AGAINST THE K ING 

 
A series of events has been arranged around July 21st 
to mark the six hundredth anniversary of the Batt le of 
Shrewsbury, an event familiar to anyone who had to 
read Shakespeare’ s Henry IV Pt.1 at school.  For 
many the f ict it ious character, Falstaff, is better known 
than the real characters involved in the f ight. In reality 
the main protagonist was Henry Percy (Hotspur), son 
of the Earl of Northumberland, who a few years 
earlier had helped Henry Bolinbroke seize the throne 
from Richard II.  Hotspur was angered by the refusal 
of his former friend, now King Henry IV, to ransom 
his brother-in-law, Sir Edmund Mortimer who was 
being held prisoner near Llansanffraid  by the Welsh 
rebel, Owain Glyn Dwr.  In order to oppose the king, 
Hotspur formed an alliance with his chief prisoner, 
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purpose and intent of the same John, unto a place where 
Henry Percy was, and detained them there with force 
and arms against their will.  We, of our special grace, 
have pardoned the same tenants – Moreover We have 
granted to the same tenants their lands, goods and 
chattels forfeited to Us on the occasion aforesaid.
   
 
Signed by the King himself at York on the 13th day of 
August A.D.1403. 
    
 John Kynaston and Earl Douglas both received pardons 
in due course but the Earl of Worcester was beheaded at 
the High Cross in Shrewsbury two days after the batt le.  
The King had a church built  (reputedly over the grave 
of some of his men) and endowed it with f ive priests 
whose duty it  was to pray for the souls of those slain in 
the batt le.  Among those killed was Madoc Kynaston of 
Stocks, the father of John Kynaston and Hotspur’ s 
brother-in-law. His coat of arms is among those 
preserved in Batt lef ield Church to this day.  
 
 Twelve years earlier John Kynaston had obtained a 
grant from Roger de Hampton, Vicar of Ellesmere to 
found a Chapel independent from Ellesmere Church at 
Hampton (now Welshampton).  The Kynaston family 
lived at the Stocks in the parish of Hampton until the 
sixteenth century when they moved to Oteley.  
 
 However, the advowson of Hampton remained with the 
descendants of John Kynaston who had founded the 
parish of Hampton, fought at the Batt le of Shrewsbury, 
conscripted the tenants of Ellesmere and Hampton and 

TO ALL ELLESMERE EXPATS 
 
 
Would you like to get your next copy 
of ‘Mere News’ as soon as it is 
published? We are prepared to post 
your copy directly to your home 
address. 
 
At the moment, postage costs 41p 
per ‘Mere News’, plus the cost of the 
envelope—so for 50p per issue, or 
£1.50 for a year’s supply, you could 
be reading your Mere News at the 
same time as any local reader. 
 

Please reply to the Editor 
28 Hill Park 

Dudleston Heath 
Ellesmere 
SY12 9LF 

merenews@ellesmere.info  

.A.1. STEPHEN MORRI S &  SON LTD 
 

PROFESSIONAL CHIM NEY SWEEPS 
 

NACS REGISTERED  - HETAS APPROVED 
NVQ QUALIFIED 

LOCAL AUTHOITY APPROVED  
 

All Types of  Flues Swept With Vac & Brush 
 

Chimney Pots, Cowls, Bird Guards & Pot Caps 
Supplied & Fitted 

 
CCTV Inspections—Blockage/ Nesting Removed 

Fully Insured 
 

Approved Solid Fuel Engineers 
Approved  Lining Engineers 

 

 
01691 682418—01743 341010 

 

Visit Ellesmere on the  internet  at  
www.ellesmere.info 

 
Extracts from Mere News plus lots of 

information about t he town 
 

For web design services and  IT training 
contact  

� � �� � � � � 	
 � � � ��
01691 624331/ 07762 907932  

ga@ellesmere.info 

received a Royal Pardon from the victorious King 
Henry IV.  Perhaps Shakespeare might have included 
this in his play had he known about it . 
 

Christopher Jobson  
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Poetry Corner    by  Mrs. D F Bond 
 

Sight Reading 
 

When I was young and learnt to write, 

I made my letters � �� �� � � �
� � �� 	 
 ��

On starting school, the thing to do , 
Was keep them on line, all the way thru’ . 
As years went on and I got taller and taller, 

I made my letters smaller and smaller. 
In my senior years – what will suffice? 

Back to square one, 

Large print is nice!  

 

 
 

Slim Pick ings! 
 

We bought ourselves a walker,    
a sort of exercising bike, 

But instead of pedalling “ round the world” , 
we have to take a litt le hike. 

 
We saw it standing in the shop, 

and bought it  on a whim. 
We thought it  would work wonders- 

and make us really slim. 
Walking all these imaginary miles, 

was the opposite of that 
It gave us such an appetite--- 

so we got really FAT! 
 

 
The Latest Thing 

 
Rubbing and scrubbing is a thing of the past 

Kitchen tables, now not made to last. 
Hardline plastic the rule of the day, 

With modern cleansers – a wipe away. 
 

Windows need washing, whatever the weather, 
Just give a quick rub with a nice soft leather. 

To get the pots really nice and clean, 
A dishwasher is now all part of the scene. 

 
Vacuum cleaners been out for years, indeed – 

A quick go over the f loor is all you need. 
No t ime to hang washing on the line? 
You’ ll f ind a Tumbler will dry it f ine. 

 
Still got one or two beds to make? 

Well! give the new duvets a bit of a shake. 
Now if its something for lunch you crave, 

Just pop a meal in the microwave. 
 

And then you can forget all about the chores, 
Turn on the internet for a few world tours. 
Travel around and shop the modern way – 

Its truly much more fun today. 
With a touch of the f inger on that computer mouse 

Its Mousework – not Housework – 
The rule of this house 

 
A Spring Walk  

 
Has anyone been to Chirk Bank lately, 

Just along the canal path there. 
The catkins are draping tree branches, 

And daffodils are everywhere. 
 

Bit further along on the opposite bank 
If you look carefully you©ll probably f ind- 

Some primroses greeting the Springtime too, 
Telling us "good weathers not far behind."  

 
I t©s a pleasant walk down that towpath, 
The aqueduct looks sturdy and strong. 

The scenic views right through the archways 
Could f ill your heart full of song. 

“ ” The football  memoi r i s a literary form 
that ranks at least two grades bel ow the 
trashiest ai rpor t novel . 

Alan Engl ish 
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The Computer Bug 

 
 

 I  wish I hadn©t bought that computer, 
It©s taken a hold of my life. 

I haven©t got t ime for anything else, 
Can©t even talk to my wife. 

 
I  wish I hadn©t bought that computer, 

My gardening is going to pot, 
I f  I don©t go out soon and lift  them, 
My "Veggies" will all start to rot. 

 
 

I  wish I hadn©t bought that computer, 
I©m learning to shop on the net, 

My switch card has never been switch on before, 
But now I©m finding so much I can get. 

 
1 wish I hadn©t bought that computer, 

It©s driving the wife up the wall, 
I  don©t even notice it©s mealt ime, 

I don©t even hear her call. 
 

I  wish I hadn©t bought that computer, 
To wile a few winter hours away, 

I never realised I wake up one morning, 
To a beautiful summer©s day. 

 
I©m thinking of selling that computer, 
To see more of my family and friends, 

I©ve found the wife©s gett ing used to the dot.com; 
So I think this is where it all ends. 

 

 

 LESLIE YOUNGER 
SEPTIC TANK 

EMPTYING  
PROMPT &  EFFICIENT SERVICE 

L ICENCED WASTE 
CARRIER 

� � 20 Mi le Radius Ser ved 
� � Competi tive Pr ices 

 

 Chirk (01691)772381 
Br oad Oak Far m St Martins 

Nr  Oswestry SY11 3DR 

“ ”  I f I had to l ive my life all over 
again, I would change one thing: I 
wouldn’ t read Moby Dick. 

Woody Allen 

 

Sponsor a page of � � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � � ����
 

To the Editor,  
I would like to sponsor a page /part page* of  Mere News by donating   £ ….. 

 

Please  acknowledge / do not acknowledge my donation by printing my name (delete as 
appropriate) 
 
Name………………………….  
Address…………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Signature……………………..    Date: ………………….. 

(please forward completed forms to the Editor, Mere News – address on front cover) 

  

����  



12 ? Would you like to sponsor page     go to page three for details 

� �ou may not be aware that Home-Start  North 
Shropshire & Oswestry is a family support 

charity operat ing within the Ellesmere district .  
We are a voluntary organisat ion and are therefore 
always looking for caring local people who have a 
few hours to spare (either a morning or afternoon each 
week) and would genuinely enjoy befriending a local 
family within Ellesmere who have expressed a need 
for support. The form of support varies from family to 
family but can be pract ical or just a friend dropping in 
and someone to talk to!   
I  would be extremely grateful, if you felt  it 
appropriate, if  you could include a plea in the next 
edit ion of Mere News for local people to contact me if 
they are interested in f inding out more about how they 
can play a very real and vital role in their community 
helping the local Home-Start  scheme. Full 
preparat ions for this role is provided by Home-Start 
and all out of pocket expenses are paid. We value the 
t ime our volunteers give freely and no-one will incur 
f inancial expenses should they decide to help.  
For more information or an informal chat about the 
work we do please contact the local organiser, Jacki 
Shutt l eworth on 01691 680888 or emai l 
homestartos@care4free.net  

� �e have just revisited your 
lovely town on board our 

narrowboat  
"MINNEHAHA". This has been 
about the fourth visit  we have 
made and as before we have 
been i mpressed wi th the 
f r iendl iness of  the local 
shopkeepers and lovely sett ing of 

the town. It is a shame the old dairy is st ill in such a 
dilapidated state and we look forward to seeing this 
canal side area tastefully developed to enhance the 
ambiance of the town. We  will be back again several 
t imes I  am sure. Thank you for welcoming us, and we 
look forward to our next visit . 
 
Anne &  Bill Sibley (nb "Minnehaha") 
 
 

� � moved into Cockshutt in July this year from 
Canterbury, Kent (I  was brought up in Bebington, 

Wirral), and came to Ellesmere with the Girl Gui des, 
camping, in my young life, so knew it  was a lovely 
place. Unfortunately my husband died unexpectedly and 
suddenly in October, so I  am pleased we moved, 
everyone in the town and village have been so kind and 
support ive to me. I  picked up Mere News in the Post 
Off ice and found it  so interest ing and informative.  
 
Dorothy E Southgate 
Cockshutt  
 
 

� � have just completed the quiz in the Winter Edit ion 
of Mere News; we pick this up from the Oswestry 

mobile Library and enjoy reading it  as we regularly 
walk in the Ellesmere area. Please convey my 
appreciat ion to Mrs Bond – her efforts have kept many 
of us enthralled over the fest ive season. Indeed we have 
pored over the Road At las for some inspirat ion. 
 
Janet Boult  
Montford Bridge 
 
 

� � am writ ing to say how much I  enjoyed the 
challenging quiz – congratulat ions to Mrs D F Bond. 

I  hope my foreign status does not debar me from 
competing! I  hope you have lots of entries to lighten the 
dark days of January. 
 
Val Gough 
Loppington 
 

Dear Editor…………… 

Reply to Mary Ann Kelly’ s article Issue 22 
 

Dear Mary Ann, 
I  am able to tell you of an ‘odd home cure’  we had in 
our home. I  was the 9th child and youngest daughter 
of 10 children and in the days of my childhood we 
had to pay to see the Doctor, so my Mother used to 
make “ Mothers Medicine”  which she dosed us with a 
small wine glass full for anything wrong. 
I  was sent to the chemist with a 1 f luid ounce bott le 
into which were mixed �  f l oz of each: 

Spirit  of  camphor 
Sweet spirit  of  Nitre  
Sal Volat ile,  

also 2oz of Sal Prunella balls ( these looked like Moth 
Balls).  
Mother dissolved the balls in 1 pint of boiling water 
and when this was dissolved and cold the contents of 
the 1oz bott le were added and well shaken. Some of 
my brothers and sisters hated this medicine but I 
loved it—was I  a drug addict in the making?) It  did 
seem to bring down our temperature and relieve the 
“ growing pains”  we all suffered from. 
I  t rained as a Nurse and I think our Physicians would 
have been horrif ied, but I  pass it  on to your readers. 
Best wishes  
 
Dorothy E Southgate,  Cockshutt  
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First Rainbow Guides 
 

On January 6th of this year, First Rainbow Guides 
started up in Ellesmere and has gone from strength 
to strength since, with numbers of girls who attend 
increasing each week. The unit consists of a Unit 
Guider, Assistant Guider and a Parent Helper and 
up to fi fteen 5 to 7 year old girls. We meet every 
Monday from 5 until 6pm in the Scout Hut, where 

games, songs and craft activities take place. From the 
Rainbow Unit the girls have the opportunity to move onto 
the next stage in the Guide movement, which is Brownies. 
I f anyone is interested in their daughter starting Rainbows 
or becoming involved in any aspect of the Guide 
Movement themselves, please contact Lois Thompson 
(Assistant Guider and District Commissioner) Tel. 01691 
623764 
 
Gill Hil l (Pre-warrant Unit Guider) 

Ellesmere Friendly Widows Club 
 
Now in its seventh year, the Widows Friendly Club has a 
membership of 35 after starting in 1996 with much trepidation 
as to it being a success. 
Members have much to share with one another, having all 
suffered the trauma of losing a loved one. Friendships have 
been made, loneliness has been overcome, holidays and 
outings have been enjoyed together. The coffee ‘ Drop In’  at 
the Black Lion Hotel held each Thursday morning has been 
supported and enjoyed. 
Since the Club was formed, it has been interesting to meet 
women who have come to Ellesmere from many parts of the 
country, to retire with their husbands and then suddenly to be 
left alone. We have heard about their early careers - nursing, 
teaching, journalism, secretari al work, Civil Service, shop 
assistants, parochial work and reminiscences of wartime from 
the older members. 
We have a few members with hidden talents - the following 
poem was written by one, it sums up our Friendly Club. 
 

It is six years now since I came to Town, 
I was feeling alone and rather down. 
What shall I do to fi l l  in the gaps- 
Join a club and maybe, perhaps 

I can make new friends along the way, 
To help me get by day by day. 

 
Then a new Club was formed, for widows like me, 

We meet once a week for a chat and some tea. 
Over thirty new fri ends now share part of my life,  
With something in common– we were once a wi fe. 

Thank you for being there-  
I think of you often when I kneel in prayer. 

 
Widows would be made very welcome at our meetings on the 
first Monday of each month at the Back Lion Hotel at 2 pm.  
 
Coffee at the Black Lion on Thursday mornings at 10 am 
onwards. 
 

Societies News 
Don’t forget to let us know your Society’ s news 

Ellesmere Primary  School -Summer Fete 
 

 

Ellesmere Primary School PTA have arranged their annual Summer Fete for Saturday 21st June at 1:30 p.m. . There will be 
the usual stalls and games, a selection of displays—including the School Gymnastics class and Ju-Jitsu class—Helium 
Balloon Race, large inflatabl e games and Bouncy Castle for the little ones. We will also have a bar, hot dogs, burgers and 
refreshments. 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone for an enjoyable afternoon which helps raise funds to use towards the newly built 
school l ibrary and other worthy causes. 

 
 

Don’ t forget to put your events in the 
Town Diary at the I nfo-Link  

 
 

Ellesmere Amateur Dramatic Society 
Forthcoming Productions 

 

Give My Regards to Broadway 
12,13 ,14th June 7:30,  Town Hall 

~ 

I mportance of Being Ernest  
28, 29, 30th August,  Town Hall 

 

Town Diary 

Ellesmere Senior Citizens Club 
 

M eet at the Town Hall every Wednesday afternoon from 2.30 pm 
New members are always welcome 
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SMALL  ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS 
by appointment 

 
 

WEEKDAYS 
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm – 6.00pm 

 
 

SATURDAYS 
10.00am —10.30am 

 
FARM & HORSE VISITS 

AVAILABLE 
 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Blakemere 
Veterinary Centre 
12 Talbot Street 
Ellesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0HQ 
 
Tel :  (01691) 622201 
Fax; (01691) 622118 
 

 

 
P & G Vehicle Repairs 

 
MOT TESTING, PETROL & DIESEL 

 
TYRE & GENERAL SERVICING 

 
Unit 4 

Smithfield Works 
Ellesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0AY 

 
 
 

KEN & MARY PEATE 
ALLAN GITTINS 

 
 

Tel: 01691 622849 
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AS THE TWIL IGHT YEARS GENTL Y WIND THEIR WAY TOWARDS YOU TAKE CARE (L ONG TERM) 
 
Long term care is needed when a person becomes i l l  or suffers a disabil i ty that makes them unable to carry out their activities of 
daily l iving, with the probabil i ty that this disabil i ty wil l continue over the long term.  More often than not, i t is the elderly who 
require care over the longer term and it is typically occasioned by either increasing frai l ty due to ageing or the chroni c aftermath 
of acute conditions such as a stroke or a fal l . 
 
Long Term Care can also be required i f a person is mentally impaired. The most common form of impairment for elderly people 
is dementia, and a common form of dementia is Alzheimer©s Disease. A person suffering from dementia wil l  need personal  
supervision and assistance to carry out normal daily activities. 
 
The care required can take many forms, from simple domestic assistance to medical interventions and may be provided in a 
residential or nursing home or in the person©s own home. 
The difference between a residential care home and a nursing home is the nursing cover provided. None is provided in a 
residential care home, where residents rely on the NHS District &  community nursing service. A nursing home provides ful l  
round-the-clock nursing care from a registered nurse. 
The long term nature of the care needed, and the fact the person is unlikely to recover (they have a chronic condition), is what  
distinguishes this situation from the conditions covered by Private Medical Insurance - which covers acute medical conditions   
(i .e. conditions from which a recovery is expected). 
 
Many people would have hoped the National Health Service would look after them.  They might have paid National Insurance 
contributions and taxes all  their working l ives, and recall the original intention of the Wel fare State to care for peopl e ©from 
cradle to grave©.  But the NHS no longer covers al l  the costs associated with the care of incurabl e conditions in old age. 
Since the Community Care Act, which was passed in 1990, took effect in 1993, that task has been transferred to Local  
Authorities. The NHS wil l only provide and/or pay for the Nursing Care Service Component of a person©s long term care servi ce 
needs. All other costs and services associated with long term care are the care recipient©s responsibi l i ty unless they qualify for 
Local Authority assistance. Although in Scotland from July 2002 Free Personal Care worth up to £145 per week wil l  be 
available. 
 
The NHS continues to provide medical care in hospitals which is free to everyone. However, the provision of long term care 
outside hospitals has become the responsibi l i ty of individual Local Authorities and it is not free to everyone. 
I f your Local Authority agrees that you need residential or nursing home care it wil l assess your means to work out what  
proportion of the costs is your responsibi l ity, and what the Local Authority will  pay. If you can expect a contribution from the 
Local Authority, the Authority will  contract with the care home, pay the home direct but ask that you make your contribution 
towards the fees to them. The size of the contribution depends on the assessment of your wealth by a means test. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The monetary l imits shown above apply to the individual needing care, where the Local Authority are considering care in a 
nursing or residential home. Limits, based on the Income Support l imits of £6,000 and £12,000, may apply where care is to be 
provided in an individual©s own home, and may apply to a couple rather than to an individual. 
Although Local Authorities have to provide the care you need i f you quali fy for i t, there are times when there are more demands 
on their budgets than they can meet, and they are unable to provide immediately al l  the care that is requested at any one time.  
So what is the solution? 
 
There are plans which can help people fund their long term care costs whether they are in need of care now or want to protect  
themselves financial ly against the possibi l ity of future care costs. 
 
Plans that wil l help with future care costs can be paid for either by regular payments (monthly or yearly) for customers up to age 
80, by a lump sum or a combination of both. All other plans are paid with a lump sum. Lump sum plans include an option to 

(Continued on page 16) 

Assets of more than £19,000 Assets of between  
£11,750 and £19,000 

Assets of £11,750 or less 

You wil l  not be entitled to any 
financial assistance from the Local 
Authority for long term care costs 
in a nursing or residential home - 
and it wil l usually be up to you to 
make all  your own arrangements 
for care 

Some assistance may be given by 
your Local Authority. The amount of 
assistance takes into account al l  of 
your actual income and the © tariff 
income © on your savings above 
£11,750. For each £250 you have 
above £11,750, your tariff income is 
£1 per week. 

You wil l  have to give up all 
of your income to the Local 
Authority. They will  top it up 
to meet care fees. ©Income© 
consists of al l  of your private 
pensions, plus most of the 
Social Security benefits to 
which you are entitled. You 
can, however, deduct an 
amount for personal spending 
(£16.80 a week in 2002/2003) 
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return part of the single premium if death occurs within a 
short period after i t has been effected. 
 
Investment benefits can be combined with plans that wil l 
help with future care costs. These plans aim to return al l or 
a large part of the investment when the investor dies. 
 
A very good particular providers product, the Lifetime Care 
Asset Protection Bond aims to provide a benefit on death 
equal to the initial investment. This wil l  be paid out whether 
or not there is a claim for long term care benefits. 
 
Whenever you are looking for help in this area the best 
advice would be to seek independent financial advice by 
talking to your local firm Mere Park Associates Ltd on 
01691 624866 or call ing into their offices at 22 Scotland 
Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire. (directly opposite the Market 
Hall) 
 
Take care. 
 

Richard W Owen MLIA(dip) 
Director 
Mere Park Associates Ltd 
 
 

 
Oswestry Embroiderers’ Guild 

 
Members who braved the icy weather on January 10th were 
treated to a l ively and interesting talk by Pat Gibson about 
her interest in needle lace. 
Pat told us how her interest grew from looking at antique 
lace, learning how to make lace and then developing her 
own needle-lace designs. Many of her own designs were 
inspired by pieces of antique lace she had collected and she 
had exquisite samples for us to see. 
A workshop was held the fol lowing day for some members 
to learn the skil l of making needle-lace. 
 
Local texti le artist Alison Holt was the speaker at the 
February meeting. Alison creates machine embroidered 
pieces which are worked on a painted silk background. She 
describes her work as painting with a sewing machine 
needle. 
The subject matter of Alison’ s work is gardens, flowers and 
particularly the local landscape. We were able to see 
finished pieces depicting recognisable local scenes. 
It was especi al ly pleasing to Guild members that Alison 
brought along not only sl ides showing work in progress, but 
also some samples of work at di fferent stages of 
development, so that we could examine them closely. 
 
Wendy Riddick, a teacher of Art and Design from 
Shrewsbury, was the speaker at the Guild’s meeting on 
Friday 14th March. Wendy is well known locally for her 
si lk painting and she brought  along many examples of her 
work for us to see. 
She explained how her interest in this craft had developed 
from her love of water colour painting and embroidery. She 
adds stitch to many of her pieces, which range from scarves 

(Continued from page 15) 
 

and cushions to large hangings and quilts, al l intricately 
painted. 
A group of us were fortunate enough to spend the fol lowing 
day with Wendy for a si lk painting workshop. We learned 
how to stretch the si lk onto a frame, to paint a design using 
outl iners and to colour our designs with si lk paints. We were 
also able to paint freely using the wet into wet technique. It 
was an enjoyabl e day, we learned a lot and were able to buy 
supplies to work with at home. 
 
The next meeting of the Guild wil l take place on Friday May 
9th at 7.30 in the Memorial Hall, Oswestry. Visitors are 
always welcome to join us. 
 

ELLESMERE FESTIVAL 
 

SEPTEMBER 12th, 13th, 14th  
 

Firewor k Display (Friday Eve opp. Beech House) 
 

Hog Roast and Entertainment (Sat eve-head of  Wharf )) 
 

Porth-y-waen Band (Fri 7 pm- Wharfside Marquee ) 
 

L akelands School Band (noon Friday-in the Square ) 
 

I l luminated Boats (Fri eve)       � Craf t fair 
 

Decorated Canal Boats-Civic Cruise Sunday am 
 

United ‘Songs of Praise’  
 

Open Weekend at Boatyard  �   Working Narrow Boats 
 

Guided Walks by Shropshire Wildlife Trust 
 

Sail ing Demonstration      �           Street Entertainment 
 

Art exhibition        �     Wharfside Charity Market 
 

British Waterways Caravan 
 

AND MANY OTHER ATTRACTIONS 
Further Details: 01691 623724 or 622097 

 
Ellesmere Festival Committee acknowledges invaluable help from British 

Waterways and the Shropshire Union Canal Society  
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ful fi l l ing the role of jester and fool. Perhaps Eleanor and 
Jean visited Ellesmere. 
 
In 1251 we have mention of Fortunas de Lucca who 
received l iveries from the King and in 1257 he was given 
new robes to replace those that had been ruined when the 
King "pushed him into the water". John de Blavia also had 
his clothes "torn up" from his back by Henry. Both were 
succeeded by a man named Jacomin described as "stultus 
et histrio regis" (King©s fool and player) who had a special 
outfi t made for him in 1260. We know therefore that Henry  
III had jesters in his court. 
 
Slightly earl ier sti l l  Henry II, who had Ellesmere 
connections, was held by Peter de Blois to have a court 
that "had an assiduous fol lowing of entertainers, 
laundresses, dice players, flatterers, taverners, wafers, 
actors, barbers- gluttons the whole lot of them." One might 
imagine the marotte coming from one of the entertainers. 
 
Whoever owned it must have led an interesting l i fe and we 
can only speculate as to his identity,  his patron and the 
circumstances of i ts loss. 
 
Shropshire produced the most famous court jester of them 
all. One Richard Tarleton who was born in Condover and 
died in 1588. Tarleton was the favourite jester of Queen 
Elizabeth I and is said to have influenced Shakespeare©s 
creation of the character Bottom in A Midsummer Night©s 
Dream, and Tarleton himself is said to have been the 
model for the court  
j est er Y o ri ck  
d escr i b ed i n 
Hamlet, but not 
King Lear©s fool  
who is said to be 
based on Wil  
Somers. 
 
The marotte is an 
interesting rel ic of 
a bygone age when 
Ellesmere hosted 
royalty but possibly 
may have come 
from a j ester 
associ ated with 
nobil i ty rather than 
royalty. Jesters and 
fools  were held by 
some to be status symbols as non-essential servants. 
However I prefer to imagine a King and his court being 
entertained on St.. John©s Hil l at the time of the loss some 
700 years before the small carving was found by chance in 
our garden. 
 

Robin Lloyd,  London 
 
 

Top left : I l lustration of a jester with marotte from the 
" Bible Historiale"  of 1357 

Ellesmere©s Court Jester  
 
When our house at the top of St. John©s Hil l was in use as the 

prep school for Ellesmere 
College a pupil found a 
small carved wooden head 
in the garden. This is now 
to be seen in the Rowley©s 
House M useum i n 
Shrewsbury. The head 
formed part of a jester©s 
marotte or club. Only two 
have ever been found and 
the Museum describe it as 
their "prize exhibit". It 
recently was authenticated 
by the British Museum and 
is dated as approximately 
14th Century. 
 

The marotte sometimes had a leather sack or air fi l led bag 
attached the Latin name of which is a "fol l is" from which the 
word fool derives. Presumably this was used to playful ly beat  
courtiers. Although some marottes were quite hefty weapons 
The mad  french fool Sibelot attacked everyone on sight that 
he encountered at the court of Henri I II with his marotte, apart  
from the King himself, "whom marvelous instinct obliged him 
to respect". Because the fool or court jester enjoyed a 
privi leged position in a court he had many enemies and the 
marotte could be used in defence. I wonder i f this was how the 
St. John©s Hil l marotte was lost? 
 
We know from work done by the " Ellesmere Soci ety" that the 
mere was once at a much higher level surrounding the "Hil l" 
making access possible only by what is now Sandy lane. The 
town therefore had natural defences much valued in times of 
trouble especial ly when the English and Welsh fought. The 
Society©s research shows that what was then Ellesmere became 
strategically important from Norman times onwards. Henry II 
seized Ellesmere for the crown then gave it to the Welsh. It 
was taken back by King John and returned to the Welsh as a 
dowry. In 1230 Henry II I took the town back again and built a 
royal house; probably on  what is the old Vicarage garden 
opposite our house. Whatever was sited there must have been 
extremely important as the site of the castle and church are 
lower down the hil l. Only in 1280 did Ellesmere lose its 
strategic importance and it was passed to the L©Estrange 
family. 
 
The existence of a royal house so close to the location of the 
marotte makes one wonder i f there was a connection even 
though the British museum dates it as 14th Century.  Henry III  
l ived from 1206-1272 so a very sl ight adjustment to the 
estimated age brings it into his reign.  If this were so then who 
could have owned the marotte? 
 
Henry©s wife Eleanor came from Provence, the home of the 
troubadours, and Eleanor was the daughter of one of the great 
troubadour poets; Raymond Berenger, Count of Provence.  
This new poetic l i terature featured dwarfs in various roles and 
there was a dwarf called Jean in Eleanor©s retinue. At that time 
dwarfs were frequently musicians, poets and entertainers 

St. John©s Hill marotte. 
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 *   Eat as much as you li ke *  
For only—£5.50 

 
Buffet will  consist of:  

 
� � � &�� 2�� � � �� � �  
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�
For  further  details please telephone :     The Trotting M are on 01978 710743 

BARCLAYS 
new futures 

 
 Computer (ICT) Courses at  

The Lakelands School and Sports College 
 

6:30 — 8:30 Wednesday evenings 
Prices : 

Senior Citizens free 
Adults £1.50 
Children 50p 
 

To book contact the School on 01691 622543 
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Cinema at  

The Town Hall 
 

Oscar winning 

� 	 
� � � 
� 	 
� � � 
� 	 
� � � 
� 	 
� � � 
 ����
Wednesday  
30th April  
7:30 p.m. 

~ 
THE HOURS 

COMING SOON 

~ 
All seats £3.00 

Bookings via Info-link�
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V. Sanchi Jewellers M .B.H.I  

 5 Scotland Street, Ellesmere 
 Tel: 01691 622282 
  
Jewellery and Gifts for all occasions (Rennie Mackintosh) 
 
Batteries (Watch and Camera) 
 
Specialist Watch Repairers and Key 
Cutting Service 
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Senior Citizens Forum -   
Ellesmere and Distr ict (SY12) 

 

This Forum for the over 60’ s 70’ s 80’ s 90’ s was formed 
fol lowing two public meetings at Ellesmere Town Hall on 
Friday 5th Apri l 2002 and Monday 13th May 2002. Promoted 
by Ellesmere Town Council, Social Services and Bil l  Harris, 
Chairman of the fi rst Forum in Shropshire – namely 
Shrewsbury. Age Concern and Help the Aged have been very  
helpful. 
The first committee was democratically elected at a meeting 
in the Comrades Sports and Social Club on the morning of  
19th June 2002 under the Chairmanship of Don Nelson. 
Very l i ttle was known at that time about forums except what 
appears on the internet under the heading BGOP (Better 
Government for Older People) but the main objective was to 
give older people ‘ a shout’  on any subject that affected their 
wel fare. This movement is non-political or a-political –i.e. 
neutral. 
The Senior Citizens Forum of Ellesmere and District (SY12) 
is the second in Shropshire closely fol lowed by Oswestry. 
Now there are forums in Whitchurch and Ludlow and 
developments are anticipated in Market Drayton, Wem and 
Bridgnorth. An association of Shropshire Forums has been 
launched to assist new forums to share objectives and 
measures to achieve them. 
 
Why do we need Senior Citizens Forums? 

· Because more and more peopl e are l iving longer  
· There is a lot of discrimination against the aged.  
· To see people get a fair deal. 

 

What have we achieved so far? 
‘ A review of overarching strategy in relation to older 
people by the corporate management team of  Shropshire 
County Council’  (their wording). 
 
Who are the Senior Citizens? 
The age group we cover is 60 to 100+ but i t should never 
be forgotten that al l  citizens owe their particular British 
freedom – which all  asylum seekers seem to think worth 
having – to those now around 80 years old who in various 
capacities- factories, farms, Armed Forces, won World 
War II. Just think what would have happened if we had 
lost. Is i t not time we ensured these folk have a 
comfortable retirement? 
 
The next open public meetings are at the Comrades Sports 
and Social Club at 10 am for 10.30 am on:- 

 
· Wednesday 18th June 2003 – AGM and Election 

Meeting 
· Friday 5th September 2003 – Owen Paterson MP 
· Wednesday 19th November 2003 – TBA 

 
Free coffee at al l  meetings. 
 
We need extra ‘ workers’  – come and join us. 
 

Don Nelson  
Chairman 

 
 

 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
Friendly and enjoyable lessons 

Help given towards Theory 
Discounts for students 

Pick up and Drop-off service 
Introduce a friend and get a free 1 hour lesson 

Pay for 10 lessons for the price of nine 
Motorway courses, night driving and Pass Plus 

Drive a smart Ford Fiesta with dual controls 
Nervous pupils welcome 

 
Phone 01691 690454 mobile 07866 993142 
Email ADIMARKPRITCHARD@AOL.COM  

Cartref, Greenhill Bank, Ellesmere, SY12 9LU 
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their queries as reasonable, after al l  they are asking their 
normal quota.  I am barraged continuously.   I’ m really not 
complaining.  I adore my family and, as I have been 
constantly reminded in the past,  
“ No-one told you to have six children!”  
There’ s no answer to that one is there? 

 
Footnote 

 
I was inspired to write this footnote by an article in The 
Times today.  The article tel ls of a Californian lady who 
moved to Britain with her two young sons.  She tel ls l ight-
heartedly of the effect of the weather and di fferences in 
school routines.  The family is settled and happy – a clear 
indication of the flexibi l i ty and opportunities available to 
people l iving in Britain. 
Being in a similar situation – my family and I moved here 
from Greece just over three years ago – reminded me of 
something my eldest son said. 
It was a typical October morning – 
torrential rain and high wind.  He stood 
at the curtains, peering through them 
thoughtful ly.  Suddenly, he said,  “ Mum, 
where have you brought us to? It’ s been 
raining here since August!” 
 
I guess some British traditions never 
change!!! ! 
 

Margaret Lagoyianni 

A Day in the L ife!  

The day started ordinari ly enough.  I was looking forward to 
having ‘ Time to myself’  – a rare commodity for a mother of 
six. You know – a refreshing shower, cup of hot coffee and a 
read of the Daily paper. 
I got my youngest off to school and did my bit of shop 
browsing on the way home. My eldest who sti ll  lives at home 
was due out for the day. 
 
Surprise, surprise!  When I got home his trip had been 
cancelled so he’ d be staying in after al l .  I made a cup of 
coffee.  Not an easy thing to do in our house at the moment 
as the kettle has definitely seen better days.  Its l ight fl ickers 
and it emits this curious wail ing sound after i ts first couple of 
minutes warming.  It took pity on me this time and boiled.  I 
settled to read the paper and do the crossword.  No such luck.  
Yes, you’ ve guessed it – the phone rang.  Would I l ike to 
insure the tyres of the car for a special pri ce?  We’ ve all  had 
them on the phone haven’ t we?  This chappie had one of 
those foreign accents which is virtually incomprehensible. I 
ended up purchasing the insurance but informing him with 
great insistence that I would be cancell ing it as soon as the 
confirmation was received.  I guess I felt sorry for him in the 
end not wanting to deprive him of his commission.  What an 
unpleasant way to make a l iving. 
 
Back to my coffee.  Correction - cold coffee.  The doorbell 
rang.  A good friend of mine had popped in for a chat.  What 
do you do in that situation?  You can’ t say “ I’ m chil l ing out, 
can you come back tomorrow?”  
How many times have you been to her place unannounced?  
At least I’ ll  get a cup of hot coffee out of i t.  Well I would 
have done but the kettle finally gave up on me.  Its final 
retal iation!  Or perhaps there were dark unseen forces 
working against me. 
The day trundled along without further major incident.  One 
thing that has struck me and has helped me to explain why 
my head always feels so ‘ crammed’  is the number of 
questions my children ask me.  This would be problem 
enough under normal circumstances – I use this phrase 
careful ly – “  I AM normal even though I have six children, 
Mrs Jones.”   I guess its just that two children is generally 
accepted as ‘ the right thing to do’  nowadays.   
 
Having six children puts problems into tripl icate.  There 
aren’ t two coats hanging up in the hallway (or lying on the 
sofa) but six.  Not four pairs of shoes on a single compact  
shoe rack but twelve pairs al l  precariously balanced on a 
makeshi ft shoe rack made of boxes.  Oh! I forgot the football 
boots!  Not a couple of questions every hal f hour from two 
but twelve from six.   
Yes, I do get agitated despite trying not to.  My children see 

Can you identify this piece of  
Ellesmere sculpture? 

Why are all Fire Engines 
called Dennis? 
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Quiz Answers (Issue 22)  
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ELL ESM ER E C ROSSWORD  

1 Ayr 17 Bath 33 Paisley 49 Bishop Aukland 

2 Newmarket 18 Hamilton 34 Woking 50 Hastings 

3 Barry 19 Loo 35 Scarborough 51 Selby 

4 Hull 20 Lincoln 36 Motherwell 52 Barnstaple 

5 Stoke 21 Morecambe 37 Eton 53 Sittingbourne 

6 Havant 22 Bridgnorth 38 Lichfield 54 Poole 

7 Newark 23 Reading 39 Nottingham 55 Hailsham 

8 Bury 24 Worcester 40 Sandwich 56 Hat field 

9 Il ford 25 Stirl ing 41 Warwick 57 Edinburgh(EdinBurrow) 

10 Blackburn 26 Nuneaton 42 Cowes 58 Winchester 

11 Mountain Ash 27 Castleford 43 Crawley 59 Nantwich 

12 Peel 28 Sevenoaks 44 Alloa 60 Potters Bar 

13 Whitehaven 29 Basildon 45 Caterham 61 Ripon 

14 Windsor 30 Sheffi eld 46 Darl ington 62 Maidstone 

15 Banbury 31 Chatham 47 Minehead   

16 Bangor 32 Broadway 48 Beverley   

TOWNS AND CITIES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

 
 

 

The winners  
 
 

Towns and Ci ties: 
M rs J Boult,  
M ontford Bridge, 
Shrewsbury. 
 
Crossword: 
M rs B Whittaker,  
Oak Drive, Ellesmere. 
 
Congratulations to our 
winners and well done 
all of  you who sent in 
your entries, also our 
t hank s t o ou r 
compilers, M rs Bond 
and David Farncombe. 
We had a huge entry 
for both competitions, 
the best ever! 
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FULL CIRCLE - AGAIN? 
 

By Gill Eleftheriou 
The cont ri bu ti on  whi ch ou r  gar dens can  m ake to 
benefit  ou r nati ve wil dli fe has become a hot  topi c 

again. 
 
The work of the Royal Hort icultural Society is a good 
indicator of gardening issues and trends. They say that 
gardens have been under-appreciated as habitats for 
wil dlife and have just  held a conference, in conjunct ion 
with T he W ildlife T rusts and the Royal Society for the 
Protect ion of  Birds, ent it led Gardens: Heaven or Hell for 
W ildlife? 
 
The outcome is an init iat ive to encourage us gardeners to 
consider the individual cont ribut ion that  we could make. 
This is not , of  course, the f irst t ime that  this plea has 
been made. I’ m sure that  we all remember David 
Bellamy’ s many passionate appearances on television 
over several decades!  T he subject is, however, gaining 
momentum with a growing number of  books and 
magazine art icles. 

 

Why now? T he movement  towards a more naturalist ic 
form of  gardening, with its knock-on benef its for nat ive 
wil dlife of all kinds, may be linked to our desire for a 
more relaxed and less st ressful way of  life in this 
increasingly hect ic world. 

 

Our gardening preferences have waxed and waned over 
the centuries, oscillat ing between formal and natural in 
approach. Famously, Capability Brown swept  away 
formal terrace gardens to bring grassland right up to his 
il lust rious clients’  front  doors. 
 
T wo key elements control the ef fect  which we wi sh to 
create: 

·  Layout  design 
·  Plants used 

A lthough a man-made garden is never, by def init ion, 
t ruly natural, the manipulat ion of  these two elements 
gives us inf inite variety and results in the wonderful and 
changing diversity of  our gardens. 

 

Strict ly formal gardens, with formal beds and bedding 
plants, daisy-f ree lawns and closely clipped hedges and 
topiary, are on the wane at the moment . How often does 
one see an island bed of  hybrid T ea roses these days? 
The move towards more informal schemes started 
decades ago with the int roduct ion of  mixed borders. 
Shrubs were brought out  of the Victorian shrubbery to 
form a st ructural year round backcloth for colourful 
annuals and perennials. 
 
M ore recent ly we have experimented with cottage style 

gardens and naturalised plant ing of  woodland and 
meadow areas. Some have taken this on board in a 
serious way, considering that pink daf fodils or even 
double snowdrops are out  of  character in these sett ings. 
Purists will use only nat ive plants, and only seed from 
local populat ions, in an effort to maintain the diversity 
of  the country’ s gene bank. 
 
Is this going too far? And how important  is the wildlife 
issue? A lthough we may dismiss the cont ribut ion of 
our individual plot  as insignif icant , it  is reported that, 
collect ively, our gardens are roughly equal in area to 
all our Special Sites of Scient if ic Interest . So we can 
make a dif ference. 
 
The key quest ion, of course, is how naturalist ic does 
our garden need to be to benef it  wildlife? And what 
wil dlife do we wish to encourage? Butterf lies and birds 
are on most  peoples’ list , but  what  about  bees, f rogs 
and toads? Should we exclude fungi, mosses and wild 
f lowers (i.e. weeds?)? How about  slugs (banning slug 
pellets), or even moles!  

 

The answers will depend on our individual wishes and 
preferences. Some will be happy with a wilderness, 
others less so. The spectrum of  gardening styles and 
views is al ways wi de, even as the pendulum swings 
f rom formal to natural and back. W illiam Robinson, for 
example, ranted against  the in-vogue formality of 
Victorian gardening over a century ago. As usual, we 
will mix and match to suit  our own preferences and 
plots. 

 

Remember, gardening should be relaxing to relieve the 
st resses of life!  But any benef its which we can 
incorporate to encourage wildlife should repay tenfold 
with the added interest  and enjoyment  which these 
nat ive inhabitants can bring to the garden environment . 
 

 
 

BALMER GROVE PLANTS 
Welshampton 

 
We are on the B5063 

Wem / Welshampton r oad 
 

Inter esting hardy and unusual cottage  
garden plants, mainly herbaceous 

per ennials, all carefully home grown in 
loam based compost. 

 
 

Nick  &  Gil l Elefther iou 
01948 710 403 

 
Open Fri to Mon, closed Thurs. 
Please ring to visit  other  days. 
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Random Reminiscences 
 
 

Reading through some of  the back numbers of  ‘ M ere 
News’ , the art icles of  Bernard Biggs and Norman 
Dawson in part icular, I was reminded of  some of  my 
own experiences. We had a hide and seek kind of  game, 
but  we called it  T in Can Nurkey, usually played in 
Autumn and early Spring in the dark. We had a gas 
lamp outside our house, one of  three in the ent ire st reet , 
and an ent ry (alley way) opposite. 
 
To play the game, we chose one who was ‘ on’  or ‘ it ’ . A 
t in can was hurled up the ent ry into the blackness of  the 
night, the person who was ‘ on’  chased after it  while the 
rest  went  to hide. The can was placed on a manhole 
cover in the middle of  the street , this was the Den. Then 
the game went on in t ime honoured fashion, just  a 
variat ion on a theme. 
However, we had a way of  count ing for the one to be 
‘ on’ . It  went  Eenie, M eenie, M acker Acker, Aero 
Domino, Ecker Pecker who’ s the Ecker, T in T om T ush 
– was this unique to North Staf fs I  wonder?  
 
The extract  from Norman Dawson’ s story in Issue 22 of 
‘ M ere News’  reminds me of  some of  my own 
experiences in Scout ing. I wrote of some of  them in an 
earlier edit ion of  ‘M ere News’ . 
 
I  had been an Assistant  Scout  M aster and a Rover Scout 
unt il I was called up for the Army. I  was in a Services 
Rover Crew in Germany unt il I  was demobbed in 1952 
and went  back to being an ASM  after that . I signed up 
for a Wood Badge course that  year at  Beaudesert  near 
Cannock over f ive weekends. I won’t go into a lot of 
detail, but  the second weekend, we were given several 
pioneering tasks. We were split  into four Pat rols and 
four tasks were taking place simultaneously. We were 
buil ding a rope bridge when I  happened to not ice one of 
the other Patrols at  their task. 
 
The scenario was, the f lood water was rising rapidly and 
the Pat rol had to climb a t ree to safety and to make the 
tea for the Patrol to revive them. (This was a common 
theme, we made tea in many impossible situat ions). 
However, there was a snag, they also had to rescue the 
‘ Village Idiot ’ , who did not want to be rescued under 
any circumstances and did not want  any tea to be 
brewed either. 
 
When it  came to our turn, after the f irst foray f rom the 
‘ Village Idiot ’ , two of  us overpowered him (for his own 
safety, you understand) trussed him up and hoisted him 
up the t ree out  of  harm’ s way. A f ter that , things were 
much easier!  
 
 

Not quite the right  idea, we were told, but  very 
ef fect ive. 
 
I  was involved in Scout ing for over thirty years in one 
capacity or another. At  t imes it  was hard work and 
very frust rat ing, especially during the War years, but  I 
look back on my t ime with af fect ion. I f I  hadn’t  been 
involved in Scout ing, life would have been very much 
duller!  

Ter ry Car t l idge 
 

 

“  ” Quotable Quotes  
 
Everyone is famous for something – I am 
famous for living opposite George 
Bernard Shaw. 
 

J M Barrie 
 
 
I wrote ‘The Name of the Rose’  because 
I felt like poisoning a monk. 
 

Umberto Eco 
 
 
A ll the expert help from Lord 
M ountbatten has not managed to correct 
Barbara Cartland’s bel ief that Trafalgar 
comes slightly  before Waterloo, perhaps 
she has confused English History with 
the London Underground system. 
 

Bernard Levin 
 
 
Ten years of rejection slips is nature’s 
way of telling you to stop writing. 
 

Ralph Geiss 
 
 
I don’ t think anyone should write their 
autobiography until after they are dead! 
 

Samuel Goldwyn 
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RICHARD W  OWEN MLIA (dip) 
         Director                   rowen@merepark.com 
 

              RICHARD P EVANS  BA (Hons) MLI (dip) 
            Financial Adviser     revans@merepark.com  

 

Telephone/ Fax: :  01691 624866 
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