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Editorial

Welcometo M ere News No 24 Summer —
Autumn 2003.

What awonderful summer we are having,
hot sunshine, cloudless skies and no rain
for ages. A perfect recipe for a hose pipe
ban. Why go abroad when it is so perfect
a home? Only a curmudgeon (like
my self) could complain. | must admit that
| am happiest when there is a nip in the
ar. So ignore me and enjoy the weather
whileit lasts.

However, the outlook for Mere News
isn’'t too promising. The gponsorship we
proposed in Issue 23 has produced enough to pay for 21 pages, for which we are grateful, but our
request for finance from other sources has, so far, met with no success. The coffee morningwe held at
the Library was asuccess however, weraised £140 from this.

Theteam: (from left) Margaret, Terry, Sue and Geoff

It has been made obvious to methat to continueto produce M ere News in its present form, we need
more help to do aprofessiond job.

The produdion team is able to carry on publishing the magazine to the present standard; it is in the
finance department tha we need help.

We need a Finance Director, Treasurer or cdl it what you will to look after the money side of the
operation. Isthere a business brain out there who would like to become involved with us in running
the finances of ‘M ere News' to make us far more efficient? It adso occurs to me that we need a
Friends of M ere News group.

We need you —we are a civilised bunch of people and we don’t bite. Any ideas?

Terry Cartlidge

If you would like to
sponsor a page or part
page please send your
contribution (cheques
payable to ‘Mere News’) to
the Editor or contact any
member of the production

Please sendyour advert Sze Ad | A5 | A6 | A7 team — see front cover for

requirementsto Margaret [PET15U€ £45 | £30 | £20 |£15 details.

Lagoy|ann| or any Fe.atu re pOS| tion * £50 | £40 | £30 | £20 Full £20,1/2 £10. 1/4 £5

team - address detailson For 3issues £120 | £70 1 £50 1 £30 See page9_for the

front cove. = — sponsorship form.

~eature position * £140 |£100 | £70 | £40
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| am often asked
the question “how
did you gart as an
entertainer?”” Well
to answer tha we
have to go back to
1938. | was lucky
enough to have an
uncle, “ Bert Pugh”
who was a
professional
comedian, he was
neve famous but
he made a living. |
remember he once took me as a child to The Argyll
Thedre in Birkenhead just before the war. The Argyll
was a well-loved variety theare being the firg theare
where “ Flanagan and Allen” fird sung “ Undernesththe
Arches’ and George Formby firs tried out “The
Window Cleaner” with great success. During thistime |
vidgted with my mother (who was a grea love of
varidy theares) or Uncle Bert, thedres such as the
“Pavilion” Lodge Lane Liverpool, “ Empire” Liverpool,
“Royal Court” Warrington, “Alexandra’ Widnes,
“Royalty” Cheder. | was about eight or nine yea's old
when | saw the mogt famous ventriloquist of his day,
Arthur Prince and Jm and fromtha moment | wanted
to be a ventriloquist. My dad and mum, who were
publicans, (they kept the Rose and Crown in Church
Sreet, Runcorn) purchased for me a small vent dummy
called Charlie McArthy based on the famous American
vent: Edgar Bergen’s Dummy!!
| straight away darted to give little turns in our pub
(illegal of course in those days me being eight yeas
old!!!) The morel used this dummy the better | became
as a ventriloquist, eventually joining a concert party in
Frodsham (Cheshire) as “Britains youngest
ventriloquig” atitle tha for obvious reasons couldn’t
lag!!! S | decided to sng and tell funny dories,

becoming a vet and stand up comic by the time |
was nine years old. During the war and after was a
boomtimefor entertainers and | recall as a youngster
entertaining in village halls, pubs, hotels, cinemas,
theares, privae houses, garden parties for the Red
Cross etc and hogitals as well. All through the war
and after the war, entertainment really took off, with
welcome home paties for troops reuming from the
conflid.

Clubs of course in those days were wooden hutswith
a bar one end and tables and chairs & the other — no
stage, ho spatlights, no mike no dressing rooms — we
usually changed in thetoilgd!!! | recall one club in
Widnes during my &ct, they announced tha the “hot
pies’ had arived!!! (my, how times have changed)
and immediately there was a rush to the bar for hot
fresh pies and you left the aeato the sound of your
own footsteps!!! But it was all experience and you
hoped it would be better nexttimel!!!?

Unfortunaely “The Argyll” Birkenhead was one of
the firg varidy thedres to be bombed with a direct
hit during the 1940-41 Liverpool-Birkenhead blitz It
was a lovely variay theatre. And who was topping
the hill in those fa off dayswhen | as a youngster
was vidting The Argyll? A comedienne called Nellie
Wallace- avery funny lady!

Happy Days

Morenexttime Charlie Edwar ds
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Some remarkable and detailed records of this
extraordinary case survive in the Public Records
Office and from these the following account is
constructed.

Randulph M ay nwaring of the Dy cheys (probably

The Ditches near Wem) in the County of Sdlop in
the 12" year of the King's reign (1497 or 1521)
made the fol lowingcomplaint. Hestated that a a
place caled Cockisshod (Cockshutt) in the
Lordship of Ellesmere there is a chapel in which
a priest daily sings and ministers the divine
service. He is supported by the dms and charity
of locd people, who from time immemorid have
brought theseto the chapd each year on the Feast
of Corpus Chrigi. On this paticular occasion
Randulph M aynwaring sent his servant, Richard
M anfeld, with a gft of money to the chgpd. As
he approached the chapd he was apprehended by
one Humphrey Kynaston and his two sors
George Kynaston and John Kynaston and a
riotous crowd numbering about one hundred, the
geater number of which were armed with bows,
bills, speares swords and bucklers. Richard
M anfeld was then atacked and murdered “in a
most cruel and despiteful manner” .

George Kynaston in reply to this accusation
statedthat it was urtrue, unanswerablein law and
was deliberately designed to cause him as much
vexation and cost as possible.  Furthermore he
stated that the motive for this false accusation
was the geat enmity tha had existed for some
time between the Kynaston and M aynwaring
families. They had, it seems, arranged to atend
Cockisshod chapel at different times to avoid
confrontation.  The Kynastons attended on
Trinity Sunday and the Maynwarings on the
Feast of Corpus Chridi, the ensuing Thursday.
Trinity Sunday passed peacefully and the
Kynagons atended the chapel but on the Feast of
Corpus Christi three members of the Kynaston
family, John, Rauffe and Thomas aong with six
or seven score (120 or 140) outlaws and thieves

lay in wait for Randulph Manwaring They
were amed with swords, bucklers, daggers, bills,
bows, arrows, pears and sundry other wegpons
with murderous intent. In the skirmish that
followed on the arivd of Maynwarings party
Randulphe Egg and Richard M anfeld, two of his
servants, wereKkilled.

As aresult John, Rauffe and Thomas Kynaston
gppeared before the President of the Council of
the M arches of Waes who a tha time was the
Lord Bishop of Exeter. At tha hearing the
Bishop had to decide where the burden of quilt
lay between the two parties. From the surviving
list of interrogations it seems that M aynwaring
argued that his servant, M anfeld, was threatened
three or four day s before when he was weedingin
his master's cornfiddd and might have been
murdered then had he not escgped into a
“marressé’ (marsh) whence the Kynason party
consisting of eight or nine horsemen were unable
to pursuethem. Theadlegation continues that the
Kynagons enlisted the help of two horsemen,
namely William Russdl and Thomas Leke of
Berwy cke and employed one John Butler to spy
on Manfeld. On the day of the murder the
Kynadons, ater ‘they had dronke at the
Chappéell of Cockesshotte went ‘a long myle owt
of the right way from the said Chapdl’ to
Crosemere were M anfeld lived. It wastherethat
M ainwaring aleged that the Kynastons and their
men, who had demolished some hedges to ad
therr pursuit of the victim, surrounded M anfeld
and brutdly murdered him. The guesome
detalls are gven as follows: “ George dyd strike
the said [Manfdd with hys swerd and after that
he was stricken downe the said Humfray and
John Kynaston dyd foyn and strocke hym in the
bely with a poll axe so that hys guttes came
owt”.  Furthermore M ayrnwaring clamed that
George Kynaston had returned to the scene of the
crimeto make surethat M anfeld was dead.

The Kynasons were ordered to be bound in the
sum of £100 to keep the peace and to appear
before the Council agan 12 days later.
Furthermore they were ordered to gopear before
the Right Honourable, the Earl of Derby in his
Manor Court a Ellesmere in whose jurisdiction
the offences had been committed. At this latter
hearing the Kynastons were deemed to be not

This page has been sponsored anonymously
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quilty of the gester part of the offences and
consequently were pardoned “by order of the
King's letters” .

This set of documents provides us with some
interesting information in addition to the details of
the murder. The arangements a Cockshutt
Chaped on the eve of the Reformation are
important, the weeding of corn in June (ie near the
Feast of Corpus Chridi), the marshy ground at
Croesmere and the names of servants as well as
gentry are given. Perhgps the most nateworthy
thingis that, contrary to normal practice, the manor
court a Ellesmere had the jurisdiction to hold a
trid for murder. The reason for this may lie in the
fact that Ellesmere was one of a handful of courts
in the county tha derived its authority from the
crown rather than the church.

| an geatly indebted to David Howdls, who is
currently researching the Kynagon family, for
bringing this interesting caseto my attention.

Christopher Jobson

Oswestry Embroiderers Guild

The group has had a busy summer, with visits to
the Wales and West Midlands Regond Day in
Birmingham in June and to the Heart of Engand
Saewing M achine Co. and the Redditch Needle
M useumin July.

The sesker a the July meeting was Patricia
Jones, whose subject was Inspirational Smocking.
She gave an interesting talk and members now
have plans for using smockingin diff erent ways.

The Autumn session will begn on Friday
September 12th a 7.30pm in the M emorid Hdl,
Oswedry.

The gesker on that occasion will be Daphne
Ashby.

We shall be pleased to welcome new members to
the goup and to share detals of our new
programme.

A.1l. STEPHEN MORRIS & SONLTD
PROFESS ONAL CHIMNEY SWEEPS

NACSREGISTERED - HETASAPPROVED
NVQ QUALIFIED
LOCAL AUTHOITY APPROVED

All Types of Flues Svept With Vac & Brush

Chimney Pots, Cowls, Bird Guards & Pot Cags
Supplied & Fitted

CCTV Inspedions—Blodkage/ Nesting Removed
Fully Insured

Approved Solid Fud Engneers
Approved Lining Engineers

01691 682418—01743 341010
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TOALL ELLESMERE EXPATS

Would you like to get your next copy
of ‘Mere News’ as soon as itis
published? We are prepared to post
your copy directly to your home
address.

At the moment, postage costs 41p
per ‘Mere News’, plus the cost of the
envelope—so for 50p per issue, or
£1.50 for a year’s supply, you could
be reading your Mere News at the
same time as any local reader.

Please reply to the Editor
28 Hill Park
Dudleston Heath
Ellesmere
SY12 9LF

merenews @ellesmere.info




[lesmere in the 1850s still retained a good number

of thached cottages situated each side of the
cobbled stregts. The two principd trades were mating and
tanning, the tan pits dongdde the western edge of the Mere
giving off a tarible stench. Locd residents were greely
pleesed when the Brownlows newly acquired Bridgwater
Estae bought up the tanyards in about 1858 or 1859 and
cdosed them down. The last Hlesmere tanner was Joshua
Lewis Menlove

After the desths of the 8th Eal of Bridgwaer in 1829 and
tha of the widow of the 7th Earl in 1849, the will of the 7th
Eal came fully into effect. It imposed the condition on the
man beneficday, Viscount Alford, that ether he or his
faher or brother should acquire the title or dignity of duke
or marquess before he could properly inherit the various
Bridgwater estates.

His Lordship died in 1851 (during the lifetime of his father)
without ether of the titles above being obtained. A series of
complicated cases regarding the inheritance then ensued
which initidly the Brownlows lost. The decree of the Vice
Chancdlor was, however, reversed by asubstantid mgority
of the Law Lords on August 19th 1853 John William
Spencer Egerton, born 1842, the young son of the late Lord
Alford therefore inherited the Bridgwater estates which
induded a good pat of the town of Ellesmere and many
acres of surrounding farmland, and dso, in the same year,
succeeded his grandfather, John Cust (1774-1853), first Earl
Brownlow, as the second earl.

Sadly, thissecond earl died on February 20th, 1867 just five
weeks before his twenty-fi fth birthday. The ealdom then
passed to his younger brother Addbet Wdlington
Brownlow Cust (1844-1921) who became the third (and
|ast) Earl Brownlow.

In 1860, Viscountess Alford, mother of both the second and
third earls, dong with the Hon. Peregrine Cust purchased
nearly sixty-three acres of land with two or three houses in
the Northwood township and adjacent to the recently
inherited Bridgweater Estate. This purchase was on behaf of
the 16-year-old second earl. The principd vendors of the
land were the executors of the late William Evans Changes
were then madeto the acreages of various fams — manly as
aresult of the building of a completdy new farmhouse with
built-in chessemaking facilities and nearby pigsties, the
occupants of which could be supplied with fresh whey twice
daly. The man farm-buildings were positioned on three
sides of a square yard described as a*“ fold”.

Changes in woodland management may wel adso have
occurred a this time (1855-1860), the census of 1861
disd osing the presence of a forester in Northwood as wel as
no less than seven woodmen — the 1851 census listed only
one.

The 1860s bring to mind John Ayscough and Gracechurch.

Crigindly referred to as Records of Gracechurch, these
papers were first published seridly in a magazine simply
cdled The Month. John Ayscough was the pen name of the
Right Rev. Mgr Court Francis Browning Drew Bickerstaffe-
Drew, C.B.E. Born in Leeds on February 11th, 1858, he
enjoyed a long ecdesiasticd and military career as wdl as
that of avery successful author. He died on July 3rd, 1928

Although Gracechurch was not considered one of his better
books, within it he thoroughly disgdayed the firm touch of
character drawing that he possessed. In the dedication to
Gracechur ch, Ayscough makes reference to “ the dear old
place” and “ Kind dear people€’ — this after daming to have
lived in the town for about fi fteen years (mostly in the 1860s)
in a lesst two different locations.

Some of the characters in Gracechurch  match exactly with
some of t hose in FT. Lloyd s Reminiscences of Ellesmere
eg. Maddy Kickstone of Gracechurch mirrors exactly Jenny
Kickstone of Lloyd' s recollections being the eccentric
woman who dways kicked stones off the road and into the
roadside ditch. Likewise, Jemmy Kdly, the rag and bone
man of Gracechurch was Neddy Jebb, the donkey-owning
water carier of Reminiscences. As a matter of interest, F.T.
Lloyd was born in Ellesmere in 1848 (when grass grew in the
cobbled streets) and lived until 1933

A further rather puzzling feature of Gracechurch is tha not
all places were disguised — for instance, Church Stregt was
Church Stregt but Trimpley was cdled Primgey and, rather
further afied, Otdey was Wheetley. However, some things
are impossible to match and may wel have been the products
of Ayscough’ s imagination.

In the case of the fictionad Sir James Billington of Coldacre
Hdl, a far distant connection can be discerned with the
author of this present atid e After the death of Sir John
Kynaston of Hardwick (the red Sir James) from injuries
recaved in an accident with a hansom cab in London in
about 1866, the Kynaston properties passed via Mrs Sutton,
Sir John' s childless and widowed sister, to the Rev. Wdter
Charles Edward Owen, a kinsman, of Condover, Shropshire.

Shortly dfter inheriting, the Rev. Mr Owen changed his name
to Kynaston. It was as the Rev. W.C.E. Kynaston that he
officiaed a the first and short-lived marriage of the writer' s
maernd grandfaher a Wedsh Frankton Church in June
1880.

And now a little about the Brownlow—T ower connection.
Henry Francis Cockayne-Cust (Col. Grace of Gracechurch)
was a direct descendant of Sir Brownlow Cust who was
created Baron Brownlow in 1776. He was born on September
15th, 1819 and maried on August 5th, 1852 Saa Jane
Streatfied (née Cookson), a widow with one daughter from
her previous marriage. Ther further family were: Lucy Anna
(1853-1923), Marion Isabdla (1854-1939), Violet Emily
(1858-1941), Annette Katherine (1860-1932), Henry John



(1861-1917) and lastly Addbert Sausbury (1867-1927) who
eventudly became the fi fth Lord Brownlow.

Cept. (later Mg.) Cust ded on April 5th, 1884 having been
Bridgwaer Estae agent for many years. His funerd took
place @ Cockayne, Haley, the officiaing dergy being the
Very Rev. Arthur Purey Cust, Dean of York; the Rev. John
Storrs (his son-in-law); and the Rev. John Pegke, Vicar of
Ellesmere. Followers induded the Rev. W.C.E Kynaston;
Arthur T. Jebb of The Lythy and J.H. Shingler of Birch Hal.
It was sad tha the decessed “ had a desire to improve the
town and reieve the poor”.

His successor as Bridgwaer Estae agent and resident of
Ellesmere House was Brownlow Richard Christopher T ower
who had maried Maion Isabdla Cust (as above). By Royd
Warrant dated August 24th, 1921 Mrs T ower was granted the
title and precedence of the daughter of a baron (i.e. the title
and precedence that would have been hers had her father
outlived thethird earl and succeeded as fifth Lord Brownlow
himsdf). Both Mr and the Hon. Mrs Tower were grea-
grandchildren of the first Lord Brownlow and therefore
second cousins to each other. And — if you hadn’t guessed
dready — for Gracechurch read Ellesmere or, better gill, just
read Gracechurch.

For the future (once more hopefully), The Cremorne Gardens,
those Gentle Years — and Lawrence

Sanley Horton

ki

Date for your Diary:

Coffee Morning & Book Sale in aid
of the Mere News funds on 30th Oct
in the Library. More information to
follow.

Sponsor a page of

To the Editor,

Disjointed Jottings

One of the ‘advantages’ of being retired is that one can
view afternoon movies on teevision, that is between the
adverts for accident insurance (no win — no fee) and the*
consolidate dl your debts ino one essy morthly
payment”, there is the occasiond dassic black and white
movie, some of which are very good indeed. However,
quite often there is a Western, fegturing a cattle drive,
perhaps, or a catleranch. In dmost every film of this type
it is high summer and everything in sight is brown and
dusty, not a lesf of green grass anywhere in sight. So,
wha do the cows eat? Answers on a pogcard plesse

Films about Africa show the migration of thousands of
Wildebeest crossing the plains in columns miles long
Ugly brutes, | know, but with faminein Africa, could they
not be eaten—perhaps they are inedible? Perhgps one of
our readers would know the answer.

In the same ven, rice is grown in paddy fidds, we see it
beng planted by hand in knee deep water. So how is it
grown commercidly, and how is it havested? Rice is
grown in Ameica and I'm sure it is havested
mechanicdly there

Why isthe word phonetic not spelled phoneticdly?

Joan Collins has been in the news recently, she sad that
her Grandmother paid for her to see the tatooed lady a
the circus, now you can see severd in any town for
nothing. Biceps with barbed wire seems to be popular.
Vey panful | would have thought.

And findly, from time to time posters apear in
Ellesmere tdling us that “ Gladys is 40today”. Now tha’s
OK, but could you plesse take them down agan? T hank
you.

Terry Cartlidge

| would like to sponsor apage /part page* of Mere Newvsby donating £ .....

Please acknowledge / do not acknowledge my donation by printing my name (delete as

appropriate)

Signature..........cooevei e,

Date: .........

(please forward completed forms to the Editor, Mere News — address on front cover)



And the godie couldn’ t save,

Poetr Yy Corner So the ball hit Reg right on his nose

by Mrs DF Bond A redly, red dose shave
. L He didn’t know wha happened,
Hair-raising? His eyes were dl ablur,
T he blow had knocked his specs off,
Thefirst time| went for a permanent wave, He didn’t know that they weren't there
| wasn't quitesure of how to behave
I"d noticed so much, the ha rdresser was boss, A boy came running over,
“ Head up! Head down!” then she d give hers atoss. To fetch the bdl of course,
It didn't matter a dl, | needn’ t have worried, When he found just what they’ d done,
| just had to sit whilethe hairdresser hurri ed. Hefdt full of remorse

She put inthe curlers as tight as could be,
T hen brought out this machine,
which quite frightened me.

He sad he was redly sorry,
He couldn’t do much more,

‘m Reg accept ed his gool ogy,

A kind of a dome thing with dipshanging down, Although hisface was sore.

Which she fixed to each curl, to*“ cook nice and brown”,
Wl —not redly brown, but it hested the perm lotion,

How long | stayed under, I’ veredly no notion O
&

We started on our way again,
Thingsseemed O.K. to me,
‘ But had tostop right in our tracks,
For Reg could gill not see.

My thoughtswere “ never again! I’ m not coming back

here”,

It was agood job, inthose days permslasted a year.
Just then theboy ran back to us

It’ s very different now of course, And handed Reg his glasses,
Things change, not dways for the worse, “Thanks but | won't put them on,
There s no wires which keep youin your chair, While you re making footbdl passes”
Still head up, head down plus St here and sit there.
For a shampoo and set, round theshop you will roam, When | got back on the scooter,
A quick wak tothe dryer, then thankfully home. T histhought occurred, you see,
I f we hadn’ t swapped our places-
Lady in Waiting Thebdl would have GOT ME!!!

Shé' s inthe corner again today,
Do you wonder what she' s gat?
Shée' s looking round & the patientsthere-
Waiting, Waiting for what? By Beth Wellsbury

The Best Holiday ever!

She s inthe corner again today,
Don't let her cach your eye,

You won't befeding just unwdl,
You' Il think you re goingto die

My best ever holiday! Sunny Spain.
My first Ever time on an aeroplanel
Hannah and | were so excited

So happy, so chuffed, so exhilarated.

She' s dways ready to give advice,

Whaever you' ve had, she sgot, Theradiant sun

But she dill sitsinthe waiting room, The sparkling sea, the hest ,/

Waiting, Waiting for what? and the mountains g A
Overpowered me. K

A brilliant bluesky,

Her nameis cdled, but its not the Doc,

She smiled but didn t move ajot, Long hot days
It seems THAT which she d waited for — and cool cdm nights
Shefindly, findly got. | loved thisplace!

It was just right.

Fun in the Park

All too soon it was time to leave

We went through Cremorne Gardens, | was so unhappy it was unred.

A pleasant walk to take, Just one |ast [ook

Reg was on the scooter, That brlll'lant sun

But he had to quickly brake. Then upin the pane
Oh it was gonel!!!

T he boyswere playing footbdl,
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| found your online"Mee News'
this morning, and wondered
if you or your readers
might be able to help me
with some higtorical research

~
EF, f./ | am currently engaged in.

| am an amaeur military historian living in Devon,
and am at present researching the life and Army
career of Magjor Bernard Head, who served with the
Shropshire Light Infantry during the Boer War, and
with the Royal Welh Fudliers (Flintshire
Teritorials) in WW1 - he was killed by a sniper &
Gallipoli while leading his Battalion. Bernard Head
had been a noted mountaineer, and in 1909 was the
in firg party to climb Mt Aspiring in New Zealand.

Bernard Head lived & Ivy House in Ellesmere but
as far as| know he had no direct descendants - his
Boer War sword (which | own and which fird
sparked my intered) came to me via an antiques
dedler in the Wed Country, where his sster and
brother-in-law lived. | know from his Will tha his
sster inheritedmog of hisestae.

Before 1914, Bemard Head worked in the Edae
Office of Lord Brownlow, and later of Lord
Harlech, and | am al® writing to both these families

LOTTS

NEWSPAPERS
TOBACCOS
SWEETS—CARDS

Agents for:
Littlewoods Pools

OPEN
Mon-Sat 5am-6pm
SUNDAY
6.00—1.00 p.m.

Dear Editor...............

t o
see
if they have any records which might be relevant.

| am particularly inteeged in finding ou if
Bernard Head is commemoraed on any war
memorials in the Ellesmere area, and in any other
information which | could use to fill out my
picture of the man.

John Hart (via email)

Wehavejud revisted your Tovely town on board
our narrowboat "MINNEHAHA". This has been
about the fourth vist we havemade and as before
we have been impressed with the friendliness of
the local shopkeepers and lovely setting of the
town. It is ashamethe old dairy is ill in such a
dilapidated stae and we look forward to seeing
thiscanalsde areatagefully developedto enhance
the ambiance of the town. We will be back again
several times| am sure. Thank you for welcoming
us, and we look forwardto our next vist.

Anne & Bill Sibley (nb"Minnehaha")

| _ « difficutied
regarding the publishing of the “Meae News.” |
sincerely hope tha you have been able to find
some soluwtion to the problems.

Mere News is sent to me by an old friend and
neighbour, Mrs M. Barrdt of Sotland S. | was
born & No. 68 in 1930 and always appreciae any
news of Ellesmere After reading the pgoer | send
it to afriend in London who was a neighbour and
ghe in turn sends it he dser in Mancheger. |
aways phone my cousin in Hay-on-Wye to pass
on anythingtha might intereg her.

J.E. Dobson, Burntwood, Safordshire

you have enjoyed reading The Mae News,

why not passit onto afriendor relaiveand
ask themto do thesame?

Tha way more peoplecan enjoy it and we

can keep the production cods down.




Blakemere
Veterinary Centre
12 Tdbot Street
Ellesmere
Sropshire
SY120HQ

Tel: (01691) 622201
Fax; (01691) 622118

SMALL ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS
by appointment

WEEKDAYS
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm —6.00pm

SATURDAY S
10.00am —10.30am

FARM & HORSEVISITS
AVAILABLE

24 HOUREMERGENCY SERVICE

P & G Vehicle Repairs

MOT TESTING, PETROL & DIESEL

TYRE & GENERAL SERVICING

Unit 4
Smithfield Works
Ellesmere
Shropshire
SY12 0AY

T
%ﬁ KEN & MARY PEATE
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Anthea's Art

Anthea Hadley, owner of Stones Throw Pottery in Church
Street, Ellesmere, has a second taent hidden up her sleeve.
Best known for her orignal and unique pottery, she has
reawakened her love of portrat painting— by portraying teddy
bears!

Anthea's pictures evoke memories of times past, with ther
ancient, sometimes threadbare, but well-loved teddies. But dll
is not well in her studio. She has run out of teddies to sit for
her, so is making a heartfelt pleato anyonein the areawho has
avery old, aticulated bear (of any size) who might be willing
to lend her their bear. She has a huge respect for old bears —
she has one herself — so she will look after and respect yours
as though it were her own.

If you have such a bear, Anthea will need to keep it for a
couple of weeks and will then gve you a £10 voucher in
return, to spend in Stone's Throw Pottery on anything you
fancy.

She has four Limited Edition Prints available so far. Pop in
and take alook!

A page from’A guide to Ellesmer e circa 1900
(thanksto Mr M Chetwood)

This half page has been
sponsored
anonymously

QV‘

SCHOOL OF MOTORING

Friendly and enjoyable lessons
Help given towards Theory

?“ F’I‘l'l"c,'4

o

Discounts for students
Pick up and Drop-off service
Introduce a friend and get a free 1 hour lesson
Pay for 10 lessons for the price of nine
Motorway courses, night driving and Pass Plus
Drive a smart Ford Fiesta with dual controls
Nervous pupils welcome

Phone 01691 690454 mobile 07866 993142
Email ADIMARKPRITCHARD@AOL.COM
Cartref, Greenhill Bank, Ellesmere, SY12 9LU
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David Harper Retires

he Natural Therapy Centre a the

Grange announces the retirement of
osteopath David Harper, after fifty-two years in
practice.

David arrived in Ellesmerefifteen years ago from
north Devon. At thetime, athough he had a fam-
ily connection in the area, he knew no one here
and built up his osteopathy practice from scratch.
Initially he practiced from one of the rooms in
the gable courtyard a the Grange, but then
helped to set up, and form one of the mainstay s
of, the Naturd Therapy Centreas it now is. Over
the years, word of mouth recommendation has
meant that he has been kept extremely busy.

He started practicing as an osteopath in 1952, and
has become wel | known in this area as one of the
few people who could (usualy at very short no-
tice) provide the skill, care and attention for nu-
merous back and other muscular problems. It has
become common for us at the Grange to hear sto-
ries of, or even to see, people hobbling into
David's surgery and regppear an hour or so later
waking quite normally (even with a sring in
their step!) He has adways been described, by
those who have some experience of osteopahy,
as one of the best of practitioners. He dways
tried to see people as soon as possible, and al-
ways gave people the time that it took to do
whatever he felt was necessary to improve their
condition. He will be greatly missed — and per-
haps particularly by those who haven't needed
him yet!

The Therapy Centre is very sad to lose him, but
acknowledges that a the age of seventy-five, he
is due a well-earned rest. Ostegpathy can be a
physicdly demanding occupation, and as much
as he would like to continue, there comes atime
when the demands are too great. We would like
to wish him &l the best for the future, and I'm
sure that al those who have benefited from his
help in the past will want to join us in thanking
him for al his care and attention over theyears.

David has made sure that the Centre has the names
of two other ostegpathsto whom we can refer peo-
ple when they ring. The Therapy Centre continues
to offer reflexology, aromatherapy, reiki and stress
and relationship counselling (our advert appears
elsewhere in the publication).

Rosie Ward-Allen
The Grange

[lluminated Boats (Fri eve)

ELLESMERE FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER 12th, 13th, 14th
Firewor k Display (Friday Eve gop. Beech House)
Hog Roast and Entertainment (Sat eve-head of Wharf))
Porth-y-waen Band (Fri 7pm- Wharfsde Marquee)
L akdands Schod Band (hoon Friday-in theSquare)
Craft fair
Decorated Canal Boats-Civic Cruise Sunday am
United ‘Songsof Praise
Open Weskend at Boatyard ~ Working Narrow Boats
Guided Walksby Shropshire WildlifeTrust
Sailing Demonstration Street Entertainment
Art exhibition Wharfdde Charity Market

British Waterways Caravan

AND MANY OTHER ATTRACTIONS
Further Details: 01691 623724 or 622097

Ellesmere Fegtival Committee acknowledges invaluable help fran British
Waterway s and the Shropshire Union Caral Society
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The S:)Ofts Leader’s Tale fun-filled hour on the Mere than that faeful

Wednesday afternoon. The weather was awful,

the boats wererickety and my team really didn’t
Kids, as I'm sure al readers know, are wonderful know what we were doing (that’s just the
little creatures. Always willing to help, never instructors!), but we dl returned with huge
putting up an argument, listening intently to every  smiles on our faces and in most cases noticeably
word you utter and behaving impeccably without a  wet from head to toe.
hint of mischief. In my own persona perfect
world, thisisthe protatype for the new generation. By Friday afternoon, asis so often the case with
Alas, redity bites and my perfect vision is  the activity weeks we run at Lakelands Sports
shattered by twenty-four kids, fresh from their  Centre, everyone is exhausted, yet the fun and
emancipation from the shackles of school, and games are yet to reach a climax. The mini-
ready to embark on a week of fun fun fun with  Olympics gives parents the chance to drop in to
Lakdands Sports Centre. A daunting progpect for  watch their youngsters in action as we fill the
those charged with providing the hal and put the skills of the week
fun and games. to the tes; hockey, footbal,
tennis and basketbal skills all
displayed to perfection and
somehow, dthough 1 still
don't know how exactly, |
lead my team to victory by a
singe point as we romped

home by five lengths

= in the baloon race.

How hard can it be? |
was a kid once. Just
get into the mind-set
of an eleven-year old
Dave that's dl you
need. BE the Kkid.
This plan lasted dl of
eight-seconds though
as the screams got
louder and the questions

In dl, the Lakelands Summer

School 2003 was a

more frequent — | try resounding success, and my

hard to stop Freddie considerable misgvings on

Bloggs wringing Johnny day one gradually ebbed away,

Smith’s neck whilst simultaneously deflecting  to bereplaced by agenuine affection for the kids

tennis balls as | atempt, in vain, to answer the  1'd spent the best part of aweek with. Individual

poser ‘why is my brother not allowed in this group characters and unique persondities shone

but her sister is?’. Unableto find an answer that is  through and it was a pleasure to have such an

accurate, fair, true and, most importantly least ‘enthusiastic’ group, | wouldn't have changed

likely to provoke any further questions, ashrugis  them for anyone. With certificates awarded on

offered up, which to my surprise is accepted as  the find day in apresentation beforethe parents

fina. M aybe this wouldn't be such a hard week the only regret | could have is the inability to

after dl! gvemy whole group the Coaches Award for the
week.

With numerous skilled coaches provided by

Wrexham FC, Lakelands School and the Lak elands Thank-you to dl those who attended, | hope to

Tennis Club, therange of activities | led my group  seeyou al again next year!

into is broader than many a school curriculum -

evident enough as | direct the clan to deposit ther

clangingwind-chimes with their bags and don their

raincoats: rowing is on the agenda. Steve Redg ave David Ardill

hang up your rowlocks, M dthew Pinsent sop

sticking your oar in, Lakelands are on the scene. |

can honestly not remember a wetter, colder, more

This pageis sponsored by Mr & MrsK Hughesof Harrogate
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Do you have a property in France or are about to
purchase one soon?

Do you holiday regularly and frequently in France?
Or perhaps you go there for business?
Would you like to learn or improve your knowledge

of French without being back in a classroom?

If yes, then please contact me on:- 01691 622544 for
one-to-one sessions to suit your own level of
language, be it absolute beginner, intermediate or
advanced.

Experienced, qualified and flexible French speaking
teacher offering private tuition at reasonable rates.

©

At TheTrotting Mare, Overton

/ "1 W&
() *H06& +, B&'
-/ ( 0 ). 1

* Eat asmuch asyou like *
For only— £6.25

Buffet will consist of:

& 2
3 ) 22 ) & 2
) 24 5 ") ) 2

For further details please teephone: The Trotting Mare on 01978710743
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BALMER GROVE PLANTS
W dshampton

RETIREMENT SALE

201 September—20+ October

Nick & Gill Eleftheriou
01948 710 403

Open Fridaysto Mondays

Withthe hep of avolunteer ,you will be able to access the resources
avalable & Ellesmere Library. Interested?

Thisishow it works:
A member of the Library Staff will come dong to your hometo introduce

you to your vd unteer, who will then discuss with you your tastein
reading.

He or she will then bring books for you and will return to collect and
exchange them in 3 weeks time.

To find out morering the Library 01691 622611 for a chat with Sue or
Heather.

4 5
() %) 977" 8'
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A Day Inthe Lifeof............amother of six

Well, here we are again. It®@that time of year and my brood seems to have multiplied. 1t®
summer holiday s and that means slegpovers and lar ger head counts. [t® enough to driveyou

patty but actudly, it hasn® | love summertime - even though |®e worked for most of it.

It®a chanceto catch up with al those films y ou haven®had time to see all winter as well as | aze about
doing nothing occasionally because you don®haveto be anywhere at a certain time.

Children, "touchwood" as they may metamorphose overnight, are relatively easy to please. Buy in a
supply of paint, brushes, craft materias and a couple of craft books and they® occupy themselves for
hours - and hopefully clean up the messtoo.

Summertime is a good time for @pring cleaning&ince | rarely have timeto do that when | should. We
had a good old dabble at the lounge recently. Fred, our resident spider, was nat very pleased about it
but | was sooo careful not to harm himin any way. My dad aways told me NEVER KILL A SPIDER,
ITEBAD LUCK. He®abiglad is Fred. Asoneof my friends said when he met him duringa typica
rescue operation, "Wow, look at those fangs!”

Anyway, Fred must have been somewhat disorientated followingthe upheaval and
had the cheek that night to crawl across one of the cushions while my daughter
was watching TV. Not sharing my affection for Fred she screamed rather loudly
and insisted that he be removed from thevicinity. | tried to fob her off with, "Oh,
it® dl right, he® gone now," but Fred persisted and had to be disposed of. |
carefully placed him under a g ass and, having said my farewells, took him up the
garden. After all, the weather was clement. Problem solved weretired.

| came down next morning and met Fred a the bottom of the gairs. | know that arachnids are an
adaptable and an intelligent species but coming in through the cat flap! | had visions of a bewildered
but annoyed Fred scaling the heights of the back door in the dead of night and pushing open the flap
with one or two of his attenuated limbs. M aybe he just squeezed in through one of the cracks in the
doorframe. Whatever the explanation Fred is here to gay. Andis now included in the nocturna head

To dl of you with young people off to University or seeking aternatives following
unexpected results STAY COOL. It isperhgs one of the most difficult times for
parents. On the one hand we can®wait for our lofty offspringto fly the nest but on
the other we are full of trepidation as to who they will meet, where will they stay and
what obsacles will they haveto overcome. Flashbacks of babes in arms, locks of hair
and baby teeth under pillows fill our minds as wdl as first days a school and
achievement records. We have to let them go but we have to let them know we
arehereand dwayswill be. Let them fly free and they will always find their way

back home. Best wishesto dl the youngsters on new journeys. Take care and be
safe.

Margaret Lagoyianni
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* Saturday Night at the M ovies A

If you are the hero:
*  Thereis dways aparking spacein front of your destination.

* If you need adisguise, knock out the first security guard you see, his uniform is bound to fit y ou.

* If you are shot in the arm or leg, you only need to clean and wrap the wound to render you fully

fightingfit.

Your tablein arestaurant will dways be by the window.

You will only need to do any laundry if you are in aromantic comedy .

If you are staggeringdrunk, two cups of black coffee will bringinstant sobriety .
No matter how quickly youtype, youwill never make a mistake.

You will always have the correct change for any shopping you may have to do (this applies to
customers at shops and pubs in sog operas).

Your credit card can be used to open any locked door instantly .

If you wear abullet proof ves, you will never be shot in the head.

If you walk into astrange bar and ask for abeer, the bartender will know what kind you want without
asking.

The bartender will then hover nearby in case you need to discuss y our problems.

In westerns, everybody drinkswhiskey inthe middle of the day .

If you are an innocent fugitive, wrongly accused:
You wak into abar and:-

A TV will bein the bar, showingthe news.

You will glanceat the TV and order adrink.

A newsreader will read astory about y ou and show y our photograph.
A customer will gance a you
and then back to the TV.

Redliising you are there, the
customer will turn towards you
again only to see an empty chair
and the door swinging shut
behind y ou.

* k% %

Terry Cartlidge

| A Guideto Ellesmere circa 1900 price 2d (thanks to Mr M Chetwood) |I
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RICHARD W OWEN wia ip)

Director rowen@merepark.com

RICHARD P EVANS &a (Hons) MLI (dip)

Financial Adviser revans@merepark.com

Telephone/ Fax: : 01691 624866

! "O#S % & v ( %$&'& (& % #(&
1)y ) *! (& (#

EEEJ

20



