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We can cater for up to 40/50 if yourequirea g?l;%
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RED LION COACHING INN

Accommodation available all year round (with Breakfast included).
Do you need more room for extra family and friends joining you for
Christmas ?

Cadll inand view our rooms any time.

We also serve food from 12-8.30 p.m. 7 days a week
(smoking and non-smoking areas)

Now available - X mas Fayre & Xmas Day Menu

v

party inour function room (with own bar). e
We can also cater for 16 people in our

smaller meeting room.
Good range of wines & beers.

Telephone: 01691 622632

7
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26 Scotland Street (the Post Office building)
Ellesmere,

SY12 OEG
www.partyfun-and-balloons.co.uk

Email: tandg@cheerful.com

Telephone: 01691 622280
2808008828200 8282022282222224422
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Editorial

Welcometo ‘Mee News No 25 Winter 2003.

€ @
After the gloom of our last two editorials, | amvery pleased to tell you tha the immediae fuure
of ‘Mere News' is assured. Thanksto the generosity of our sponsors and a very generous donaion from the
Muller Community Trust and another from the Fullwood T rust, coupled with our advetisers and the money
raised through our coffee mornings, our finances arenow in amuch healthier condition.

Although ‘Mee News isanon profit makingorganisaion, to maintain afree community newspape policy, we
have neededto nearly treble our incomefrom 2002.

We now have enough funds in hand to support thispolicy for this issue and the next, Issue 26, in the Soring.
The production team, therefore, will be working their little sodks off to kegp our finances on a sound basis.
However, thisisnotimefor compleacency.

How do you feel about sartinga‘Meae News support group, or Friends of ‘ Mere News ? We havehad such a
good responseto our fund raisng Coffee Morningstha we are convinced tha there isan enormous amount of
good will for ‘Meae News waitingto be hamessed. S if any one would like to take over the fund raising it
woul d leave us ‘hacks to get on withthe news hounding' .

Therefore we ask you , our readers, for your continued support © tha we can continue to produce what we
think is the best community newspaper around. On tha note, from myself, the Editor and from all our
production team, may we wish you all - our contributors, our sponsors, our advertisars, our distributors and
you, our readers - awonderful Christmas with much happiness and prosperity in theNew Y ear.

NOTE - T o keegp you occupied during the Festive Season, if you haveallittletimeto gareon Boxing Day,
pleasetry our quizzes—thefreeonein thisissue and the Bumpea ‘Mere News Quiz' available from membersof
the production team and a the Infolink, price£1.

o

page or part page please send
your contribution (cheques
payable to ‘Mere News’) to the

If you have enjoyed reading ‘ Mere News, Editor or contact any member of
why not passit onto afriendor relaiveand the production team — see front
ask them to do the same? cov er for details.
Tha way more people can enjoy it and we can
keep the production costs down. Full £20,1/2 £10. 1/4 £5

Or vist www.ellesmere.info

See page 11 for the sponsorship
form.

Please ssndyour advert A4 | A5 | A6 | A7
requirements with chegue [per issue £45 | £30 | £20 | £15

payableto ‘Mere News  |Feature position * £50 [ £40 [ £30 [ £20
to Magaret Lagoyianni  [inside front or back cover

or any member of the s
production team - address For 3issues £120 | £70 | £50 | £30

detailson front cover. Feature position * £140 [£100 | £70 | £40

If you would like to sponsor a —
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My Old Dad,
who I've
mentioned
before, kept a
Pub and used
to say
jokingly to
some of his
cusomes in
the bar
“When  our
Charlie goes
(o] u t
entertaining
he gas where
castor oil wouldn’'t ga!!'” - and in a way he was right.
For ingance, | hadthe pleasure of opening a summer fete
with the adress Gwen Berryman, who played the
original ‘Doris Archa’ on the radio in the serial ‘The
Archers. It hgopened likethis:
In ‘The Arches thefidional village was Ambridge and
the village just over the Old Dee Bridge in Cheder is
Handbridge, so the committee of the village fete thought
the ideal person to open Handbridge village fete would
be “Doris Archer”. Gwven Berryman was duly invited
(this would be approx. 1954) and | was asked to come
along with my ventriloguist dummy ‘Tony', to help her
to open the fete and then etertain the children in the
afternoon. Wha a super day it was and Gwen Berryman
was a lovely lady and looked just like a happy-cuddly-
farme’ swife, thepart sheplayed so well for such along
timeon radio. Wehad a cup of tea and a cha for quite a
long time- (she told me tha ‘The Archers was firg
broadcast on 1st Jan. 1951 & 11.45 am.). It was a day to
remember.

Recent copies of Mere
News can be seen at
Ellesmere’ sown web

Ste at

www.ellesmereinfo

In varigy days, mod entetainers (end there were
thousands of them) travelled on a Sunday by train al
over the country, to theares in different towns and
cities wherever they were booked to go, usually by
their ‘varigdy agent’. It was aways “cdange at
Crewe’- in fad Crewe Sation on Sundays in those
days was packed with travelling theatricals - you
could aways tell the ones tha were doing well
(climbing the ladder of Fame). The Gents usualy
wore Camel-hair coats with belts and brown suede
shoes, the ladies gmart two piece suits. Of course
varidy people travelling the country in those far off
days got cheap rdetravel, organised by the V.A.F.
(Variety Artids Federaion). It wasn't an easy life in
Variety, travelling every Sunday, year in year out, but
many of the old atists like Ted Ray, Albert Modley,
Sandy Powell, Rob Wilton, Jmmy James and many
more spent ndaystravelling for many, many years.
Then when they arrived they had to find digs and
hopefully a friendly landlady!! Sories abound in
Variety about digs and landladies — perhgps more
about tham a alder date.

It sdifficult to imaginethetypes of different adsyou
could see a Variety Thedres al over the country -
Whislers, Jugglers, Singers, Musicians,
Contortionids, Violinids, Comics, Double Acts,
Magicians, Illusonids, Animal Ads (dogs and
birds), Acrobats, Paper Tearers, Pianigs,
Ventriloquigs, Wire Walkers, Roller Katas- | even
recall an ad of performing crows!

Y ou can underdand why | wonder ssmetimes how it

al so quickly disappeared oncetelevison got hold
and killed Variety dead!

Morenexttime

Charlie Edwards

& ™

Calling All
Budding Journalists.........

Would you like to appear in print? Send
in your contributions to The Editor,
contact details on front cover.

Half page sponsored by Mr & Mrs Graver, Marchwiel, Wrexham
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A
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¢ ~ § It's that time of year again! The
= curtains will be opening on ye
another production from the
Amaeur Dramaic Sociey. This yeaxr our Panto

production is“ Gd dilocksand The ThreeBears”

All performances areto be hdd a theTown Hdl in
Ellesmere

Tickets can be obtained in advance from Maxwdl’ s
Printing Services, Trimpey Street, Ellesmere

Performance Daes:
Thursday 15th - Saturday 17th January 2004 7.30pm

Seaturday Matinee a 2pm
S e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

| was idly lediing through one of the Sunday supplements, in a
Wordsworth mood, not ‘ Lonely as adoud’, morein a‘vacant
and pensive mood’, when | hgppened to natice a column
where some minor cdebrity was beng asked to name her
favourite books, films etc.

This set me thinking, if | was ever famous (fat chance | hear
you say), what would | choose. Easy, | thought, so here goes.
TV dipsfirst. Dd Boy fdling through the bar in * Only Fools
and Horses' of course, everybody’ s favourite, then perhgps the
bit in ‘Last of the Summer Winé when Compo wants to try
hang gliding and Wdly Baty makes him aglider in the shape
of a pigeon, obviows redly. Then | came to a hdt, what next?
After a bit of thought — ‘The Morecambe and Wise Show’ —
Shirley Bassey on the darcase, while Eric and Ernie changed
her sandds for amy boots without the incomparable Miss
Bassey missing anote - magic.

Films next. First choice the repatee between Humphrey
Bogat and Kahaine Hepburn in ‘The African Queen’,
paticulaly when Bogat is pulling the boa through the
papyrus and his horror when he finds himsdf covered in
leeches and this is after he has seen his precious gin being
poured overboard. Then the exuberance of the dancing in
‘ Seven Brides for Seven Brothers' inthe Barn raising scenes.
Now thinking of dancing, wha will be the next choice Fred
and Ginger, Gene Kdly, Dondd O Connor or perhaps
something a litle more modern — Gress€ maybe, ‘Dirty
Dancing’, possble — or what aout the dancing in the mud in
‘Paint your Wagon'? The list could be dmost endless. | think
Il move on and | could come back to films.

So, what next? Books, | think. This shoud be much essier,
after dl, dear reader, I've given my views on books before
However, I'm supposed to be looking for favourites and | can
see some diffi culties looming. Perhgps | ought to narow down
my choices by only thinking of books | have reed and reread
and keep going back to.

I'll stat with two of John Mortime’s autobiographies

‘Clingng to the Wreckage and the superb * The Summer
of a Dormouse . The later should be read by everyone
who might be getting older and dso by youngsters who,
themseves, will be ancient one day. Read * Dormouse and
| can guarantee a laugh, or a lesst, a chuckle Leslie
Thomas's * Dangerous Davies' series can beread over and
over agan, as can most of his works.

Bill Bryson's books are dso wel worth reading severd
times over for the nuances missed the first time round. His
‘Wadk in the Woods' is a particular favourite of mine and
he has written a very readable book about the English
language ‘Mother Tongue, na bad for an American
author.

By now, it was becoming clear to me tha | hadn't a clue
about what would be my favourite choices. | have, after dl,
left out my favourite detective stories (or perhaops second
favourite) by Colin Dexter. | have far too many favourites
and | haven't even touched on music. Even on music, |
couldn’t name three pieces, because my taste ranges from
Big Band, swing, jazz, opera to chamber music and big
orchestra works. Perhapsiit is just as wdl tha | will never
ever be even dlightly famous, so | will put down the
magazine and perhaps have forty winks before dinner!

Terry Cartlidge

SENIOR CITIZENS FORUM

ELLESMERE AND DISTRICT(SY12)

HELP

Secretary required for minute taking
at meetings and some filing etc.
(Expenses paid)

Please contact Don Nelson
Tel 01691 623043
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*‘1:‘\@ Mayor’s Christmas
%9 M essage

May | firgly, on behdf of Ellesmere Town Council and mysdf, wish you al Season’s Greetings
for ahappy Chrigmas and aprogperousNew Yesr.

This has been a most exciting and eventful year. It began in June with my first civic duty which
was to attend the Triathlon, which started off with the traditiona downpour before the sun burst
forth in time for the prize gving. In its twefth year this is a hugey popular event. My Civic
Sarvicea S May’s Church was enjoyed by the local congregation and civic dignitaries from all
over the county. We shared the joy s and pleasures of Ellesmere Carnival, then the Annua Reggtita,
followed by Ellesmere Festiva; the whole town should saute the volunteers who make these
events such asuccess each year.

Equa praise is deserved for the Ellesmere in Bloom committee. Their success in recent years has
been amazing, resultingin this year’s winners of the Small M arket Town category. | was ddlighted
to accept the award, on behdf of the Town, a the presentaion held at Coventry Cathedra in
August. Mrs Diana Andrews, who is soon to retire as chairman, has set a wonderful standard for
her successors to am for.

The Round Table Fireworks display is eagerly looked forward to each year, asisthe Rotary Club’s
‘Treeof Lights' which is made possible by the Ellesmere Timber Company, who have generously
provided thetree for us dl to admire. This year the find phase of the Chrigmas lighting scheme
will be complete, as identical Christmas trees will further enhance the Town Centre decorations.
My thanks to the Traders of the Town who have supported us in sharing the cost of the Christmas
tree scheme.

The Amateur Dramatic Society have entertained us with several excdlent productions thisyear.
The highlight of my year so far, has been ajoint concert between the students of Lakelands School
and Ellesmere College. The variety and qudity of musicd talent from classical to pop left us al
spelbound, whilst raising a consider able amount of money for Save the Children Fund. As M ayor
of Ellesmere, | will never ceaseto be humbled by the voluntary community spirit and the immense
artistic talent, both youngand old alike, that thrives in Ellesmere and this, dongwith the amazing
natura beauty, makes Ellesmere such addightful placeto live.

M ay thejoy and peace of Christmas carry you through the New Year which | hopewill help us all
to meet the new chdlenges that awalit us.

Councillor
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Alicein Ellesmere Land

Here is a question to include in a Chrigmas quiz:

“Wha classc children's book has a connection with

Ellesmere?’ The answer, if you didn’t already know,

is in the opening pages of

chapte iii of “Alice in

Wonderland’:

“They were indeed a queer

looking party that assambled

on the bank — the birds with

draggled feathers, the animals

with their fur clinging close to

them, and all dripping wet,

Cr oss and

uncomfortable.....the first

quedtion of oourse was, how

to get dry again...At lag the

Mouse, who seamed to be a

person of authority among

them, called out, “Sit down,

all of you, and ligen to me!

I'lll_soon make you dry

enough...This is the dries

thing |1 know.....William the

Conqueror, whose cause was fawured by the Pope,

was soon submitted to by the English, who wanted

leaders, and had been of late much accusomed to

usurpation and conquest. Edwin and Morcar, the

Earls of Mercia and Northumbria, declared for him:

and even Stigand, the patriotic archbishop of

Canterbury, found it advisable to go with Edgar

Atheling tomeet William and offer him the crown...... 8

The connedtion with Ellesmere is tha Edwin, Earl of

Mercia, was recorded in the Domesday book asthe last

Saxon lord or ealdorman of Ellesmere. It was he and

his brother Morcar, as the tale quite rightly relaes,

who led the Saxon resstanceto William the Gonqueror

following the Norman conquest in 1066. The basc

fadsareto be foundinthe Anglo Saxon Chronicle and

our own eleventh century Shropshire-born monk,

Ordericus Vitalis, gives us a moredetailed account.

Afte providing a long ecclesagical hidory in books

1& 2 Ordericus turns his dtention in book 3 to the

political stuaion in England following the death of

Edward the Confessor in 1066. He recounts how the

throne of England had been bequeathed to William

Duke of Normandy by Edward and usurped by Harold

Godwin. Then follows a passage of particular interest

tous

“TheEarls Edwin and Morcar, sons of Algar thefirg
of the English earls, were dtached by the srictes
tiesto Harold, and employed all their &fortsto
support his cause, hehaving mariedtheir sster
Edith, who had been the queen of Griffith a

powerful kingof Wales, to whom she bore
Blethyn, his successor, and a daughte named
Nesta’.
Earl Edwin was, as we
have seen, the Saxon lord
of Ellesmere and Blethyn,
who had been made
Prince of Powys by King
Edward, was ancesor to
the Kynagons of the
Socks who founded the
church & Welshampton in
1391 and obtained a royal
pardon following the
Battle of Shrewsbury in
1403. Blehyn's mather
Edith was therefore
successvely Queen of
Wales and England.
After the death of Harold
at the Battleof Hadingsit
was, “the grea eals
Edwin and Morcar, with
other English nobles’ who initially declared Edgar
Aetheling king but laer, along with Edric the Wild,
ancther powerful Saxon Earl who had ressted the
Normans, successfully obtained a roya pardon from
King William. Ordericus tells us tha they, “ made
their peace with William, and t&kingthe oah of fealty,
were honourably redoredto their respective domains.”
Fromthis gaement we may conclude tha, along with
other places, Ellesmere was regored to Edwin and
Loppingon, which was included in his Domesday
possessions, to Edricthe Wild. In returnfor itsweight
in goldthe muilated body of Harold was delivered to
Edith, “who once enjoyed wealth and influence, was
now overwhelmed with grief and a prey to the deepes
misfortunes’. In Mach the following year William
retumed to Normandy taking with him Earl Edwin and
several English noblemen, “thus prevetingthese grea
lords from plotting a change during his absence.”.
However, despitethis precaution, there was arevolt in
the north; one of the Norman earls was Killed,
thousands of Englishmentook up amswhile afleet of
200 Danish ships sailed up the Humber to join the
rebels. William reumed from Normandy and
managed to quell this uprisng only to receive news
that the people of Chedea and the Welsh, aided by the
townspeople under Edric the Wild, had besieged the
king s cagtle & Shrewsbury: “ At length he conducted
his whole force safely to Cheder, and pu down all
hogile movements throughou the province of Mercia
by thepower of aroyal aimy. He then built acagle a
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Cheger, and ancther on hisrgurn a Shrewsbury, leaving
grong garrisons and abundant stores of provisons in
both.” Meawhile the Earls Edwin and Morcar had
broken into open rebellion just as Willian had feared
and, “Blehyn king of Wales, came to the aid of his
uncles at thehead of alarge body of Britons (Welsh). A
general assembly was now held of the chief men of the
English and Welsh, & which universal complaints were
made of the ourages and tyranny to which the English
were subjected by the Normans. All joined in a
determined league and bold conspiracy againg the
Normans for the recovery of their ancient liberties. The
rebellion brokeout with grea violence”. Edwin and
Morca took flight andthe later took refuge in the fens
on the Ide of Ely along with Hereward the Wake.
Ordericus then records of the deah of Eal Edwin of
Mercia, the lad Anglo Saxon lordof Ellesmere:

“When Earl Edwin, that handsome youh, heard of his
brother' simprisonment, he declared tha he would prefer
death to life unless he could deliver Morcar from
captivity, or have his revenge by a pletiful effuson of
Norman blood. For six months he solicited aid from the
Sotch, the Weldh and the English. Meanwhile three
brothers who were admitted to his familiarity, and were
his principal atendants, betrayed him to the Normans,
and assassnated him, though he made a desperae
defence a the head of twenty men-a-arms. The high
tide, which rendered it necessary for Edwin to halt on the
bank of a dream, aided the Normansin peapéraing this
outrage, by cutting off his refrea. The report of Edwin’s
death, spread throughout the kingdom, was the cause of
deep sorrow, not only to the English, but even to the
Normans and French who lamented hislosslike that of a
friend or kingnan. This young nobleman was born of
piousparents, and lent himself to all good works. He was
full of kindness for the clergy, the monks and the poor.
King WIiliam was moved to tears when he heard of the
treason which had cut off the young earl of Mercia, and
with a just severity sentenced to banishment the traitors
who, to gain his favour, brought him the head of their
master.”

“Aswet aseve,” said Alice in amelancholy tone: “it
doesn’t seemto dry mea all.” “Intha case,” saidthe
Dodo solemnly, risngto itsfed,” | movetha the
meding adjourn, for the immediate adoption of more
energeiic remedies--"

Next time— Did Lady Godiva vist Ellesmere?

Christopher Jobson

A.1. STEPHEN MORRI'S
& SONLTD

PROFESSONAL CHIMNEY SWEEPS
NACSREGISTERED - HETASAPPROVED
NVQ QUALIFIED
LOCAL AUTHORITY APPROVED
All Types of Flues Svept With Vac & Brush

Chimney Pots, Cowls, Bird Guards & Pot Cags
Supplied & Fitted

CCTV Inspections—Blockage! Nesting Removed
Fully Insured

Approved Solid Fud Engneers
Approved Lining Engineers

01691 682418—01743 341010

Local History Course

with
Christopher Jobson

10 weeks from 7th January 2004
2-4pmat Ellesmere Library
More information and details about
enrolment can be obtained from the

College

Tel: 01939 262100

Walford and North
Shropshire College
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an higtorical guide to Ellesmere written by

Harold Peake (son of aforme vicar of the

parish in 1897), rference ismadeto “ some
picturesque gardens laid out some years ago by Earl
Brownlow’. This area of flowerbeds, lawns and
prominent pahway is currettly, and has been since its
foundation, known as “ Cremorne Gardens’. Research
into the name “ Cramorne” has revealed tha there was
once apart of London adjacet to the Rive Thames a
Chelsea owned by a Viscount Cremorne (1725-1813)
with the surname Cremorne Lord Cremorne improved
and “beautified’ the

The year 1911 saw the mariage (again & S Mary's
Church) of Averil, second daughter of Mr and Mrs
Brownlow R.C. Tower of Ellesmere House to Hugh
Algernon Parker who had family connections with
both the Dukes of Northumberland and of
Westminder.

And now a little sporting intered — George Francis
Granville Egerton (1847-1914), third Earl of
Ellesmere (usually referred to asLord Ellesmere was
a keen raceéhorse owner and at the Epsom Soring

Meeting of April

gardens to such an
extet tha from
about the yea 1845
(they having changed

ownership), they
became popular as a
place of
entertainment. At
busy times, the
gardens could

accommodae up to
1,500 people and
provide various
pleasures for them
forthe greater part of
each day. The ascat

24th, 1900 had
entered five runners.
In the five o’clock
race  (Prince of
Wales Sakes), his
horse was cdled
“Pheon” - an
unusual name for a
horse perhaps for a

pheon is a ghort
downward pointing
arrow. However,

three pheons are
secondary charges in
the Earl's coa of
arms, the primay

of the Montgolfier
Fire Balloon in 1864 proved to be one of the more
spectacular sights. However, in 1877, rowdeyism
amongs thevisitorsto Cremorne Gardens and resultant
irritaion to neaby resdents caused their closure.
Cremorne still exids asthe name of a nearby road, but
how did the same nametransport itself from London to
an aea of land aongsde the largest of the North
Shropshire meres?

A noteworthy event @& S Mary's Church on February
10th, 1870 wasthemarriage of Miss Cust of Ellesmere
House to Mr Chales Donald Hudson of Cheswardine
Hall. T he bride was the daughter of Mrs Sara Jane Cust
and stegpdaughter of Maj. H.F.C. Cust.

On September 27th, 1892, there was much rejoicing
when a son was born to the Tower family of Ellesmere
House. This merited the presentaion to the hagopy
family of a congrauatory testimonia from
“Neighbours and T enants on Earl Brownlow' s Edtate”.
Thomas Jones of Colemere House was chairman of a
sixty-4rong committee many of whom gill have
descendants living in the area to-day. John Pay of
Beaconsfield House, Victoria Sreet, Ellesmere who
held several public podsinthetown, wasthe secreay.

charge of which isa
lion: “agent a lion rampant gules between three
pheons sable” [i.e. on a white background, a red
rampant lion baween three black pheong. This
device can gill be seen over the main entranceto the
old Town Hall in Ellesmere.

A remakable picure of Edwardian Ellesmere was
painted by T. Lovat Williansin hisbook The Gentle
Years. Exquiste pen picdures of Ellesmere
personalities varying from Mr Travers (Mr Tower, the
esgde agent) to Felton the Vicar (the Rev. Mr
Ellerton) and Dymodk the groce (Davies of Cross
Sreet) — and many more besides — were drawn,
though someaf which werenat eadly identifiable.

There was also the tragic tale of Rosamary Lynn
contained in the chapter “A Lover of Beauty”. Her
lat walk ou of Mellingfold pad the overhanging
chestnut tree beingtouchingly told.

Another inteesting personality with Ellesmere
connedions was Sr Ronald Sorrs. He was a son of
the Very Rev. John Sorrs, Dean of Wincheger who
had married Lucy Anna Maria Cugt (1853-1923) and
was a grandson of Mg. H.F.C. Cust. In the east

This page is sponsored by Mrs Forrester, Ellesmere.
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window of Ellesmere parish church is contained a
memorial to the Cust family dedicated in 1889. Ronald
Sorrs and his brother Francis ae depided as angels
therein, beingtwo of the Custs grandchildren.

In 1916, Sr Ronald Sorrs held the post of COriental
Secretary a the British Agency in Egypt. The allied
vidory over the Turks in Palestine in 1917 resulted in
the surrender of the key to Jerusalem on December Sth
and the formal entry of the vidorious commander, Gen.
Allenby, into the Holy City onthe 12th. Early in 1918,
dr Ronald was appointed Military Govenor of
Jerusalem, a pod he held for about eight years. It was
during this time tha he formed a close friendship with
T.E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabid) whose Arab
irregulars had played a substantial part in the defeat of
the Turks. When Lawrence died in 1935 from injuries
received in a motor ¢ycle accident, Sr Ronald fulfilled
the duties of bearer a the funeal.

dr Ronald Sorrs maried his cousn Louisa Lucy,
daughter of Rear Admiral the Hon. Algernon and Lady
Margared Myddieton in Juy 1923, The officiaing
clergyman was the bridegroom’s father, the Very Rev.
John Sorrs andthe ceremony took place & S Peer’s,
Eaton Syuare, London.

In 1937, Sr Ronald had published a book of
reminiscences Orientations in which hemakesreference
to his grandfaher living at Ellesmere House “ where he
maintained a large hospitality”. He is known to have
vidted his relaives (the Towers) & Ellesmee House
around 1930. Sr Ronald died in 1955, his funeral
service beingheld @ S Peer's as above. A lesson was
read by the Hon. 9r Charles Tennyson. It is believed
tha his papeas are dored & Pembroke College,
Cambridge.

Sanley Horton

Suitable for 3-11 year olds for
a remote village school on the
Bangladesh border

PLEASELEAVEIN ELLESMERE
LIBRARY

OR
PHONE EILEEN HEWSON

01939 234061
FOR COLLECTION

Calling Ellesmere Ex-Pats

Would you like to get your next copy of ‘Mere
New s’ as soon as it is published? We are
prepared to post your copy directly to your home
address.

At the moment, postage costs 41p per ‘Mere
New s’, plus the cost of the envelope—so for 50p

per issue, or £1.50 for a year’s supply, you could
be reading your Mere News at the same time as
any local reader.

Sponsor a page of

To the Editor,

| would like to sponsor apage /part page* of Mere Newvsby donating £ .....

Please acknowledge / do not acknowledge my donation by printing my name (delete as
appropriate). Cheques payable to Mere News, please.

Signature..........cooeviineennn,

Date: .........

(please forward completed forms to the Editor, Mere News — address on front cover)
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Poetry Cor ner
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Dear Editor...

Emails from Australia

o

My nameisTaniaHawkinsand |
was wondering if you could please

possibly organise for a couple of your mere
newspapersto be sent to Australiafor my faher
Sdney Hanwkinswho camefrom Ellesmere and
lived at 3 Scotland Sred. The family were bakers.
If it could be arranged | would be very graeful.
Thank you very much

Kind regards

Just a short noteto say thank you for the Mee
News, assoon asit arrived | passed it onto my
father who was delighted. He will be sending you a
check soon so tha he can cove pogage cogsto
receivefurthe copies. Once againthanksvery
much for all your help.

Yours sincerely

LOTTS

NEWSPAPERS
TOBACCOS
SWEETS—CARDS

Agentsfor:
Littlewoods Pools

OPEN

Mon-Sat S5am-6pm
SUNDAY
6.00—1.00 p.m

Comput er Cor ner

Broadband Ellesmere @L

I know what you ae thinking—what’s al this fuss
about ‘ Broadband' then?What isit anyway?

Well for those of us who are already using the intemet
the difference isliketryingto read anewspaper through
a key hole—or openingthe door and getting to seeiit all
in one go. Or to pu it another way—why drive to
London on B roads when you could go down an empty
Motorway (forge the jams a Birmingham). Not only
that, although the Broadband service uses your ordinay
phone line (ig't technology amazing) it alo alows
you to receive calls as if you were not usng the
interng. On top of tha you are conneded to the
interng all thetime 9 your emails arrive immediately
without al the dial-up ‘squeaks and pops you ge &
present.

Why is it impotant for Ellesmae? Its important
because it will help our town to develop economically
and our busnessesto become more efedive. Already a
number of businesses are using the interne to atract
new custome's and vistorsto thetown.

S what’s the catch. Well, it will cost more but then
you are gettingmore. How much, depends on the phone
company you sSign up with—it’s worth hopping
around. Also, you will need a new box to connect
between your P.C and the phone socke, but look out
for offerstha offerthis free with the connection.

When can we get it? Very soon , if all goes well!

STOP PRESS—We ve madeit

Thanks to the efforts of the Broadband4Ellesmere
campaign led by Mat Rowen and supported by a
number of resdents and businesses we have reached
the required target of 200 preregistered cugomers. As
Mere News goes to press | have had to update this
piece with the news tha the trigger point was reached
a the end of Ocdober. Mat® parats digributing
leaflets door to door and Mere Motors, Maxwell®
Printers and www.ellesmere.info have helped in
promating the campaign.

Actually getting the service in our homes and
businesses is now up to the phone companies getting
the equipment indalled in our exchange. You can find
out more and keep an eye on the progress by visiting
www.ellesmereinfo and following the links under
BROADBAND. Happy and fast surfing .

Geof f Ardill

Half page sponsored bythe Gilbert Family, Spruce Close, Ellesmere
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Ho, Ho, Ho !

Q. What happened to the man who listened
closdly to the match?
A. Heburned his ear

Q. Why did the chicken run onto the football
pitch?
A. Thereferee whistled for afowl

Q. How doyou get into thewitch’'s castle?
A. With askeleton key

Q. What sitsin cugard looking cross?
A. Apple
gumble

P & G Vehicle Repairs

MOT TESTING, PETROL & DIESEL

TYRE & GENERAL SERVICING

Unit 4
Smithfield Works
Ellesmere
Shropshire
SY12 0AY

T
%ﬁ KEN & MARY PEATE
ALLAN GITTINS

Tel: 01691 622849
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Please come and
support the next

AJ. SUMNER & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Proprietor: Paul Sumner
‘Mere News' Coffee

Morni ng and Book Sale For aPersona and Caring Service
Private Chapel of Rest
to be held on Monday 24 Hour Service
1st March 2004
10-2pm Coronation Cottage
P ag
Criftins
. Nr. Ellesmere
Put the date in your SY12 9LN
‘sg, Tel 01691 690328
or
01691 623726

SCHOOL OF MOTORING

Friendly and enjoyable lessons
Help giventowards Theory
Discounts for students
Pick up and Drop-off service
Introduce a friend and get a free 1 hour lesson
Pay for 10 lessons for the price of nine
Motorway courses, night driving and Pass Plus
Drive a smart Ford Fiesta with dual controls
Nervous pupils welcome
Phone 01691 690454 mobile 07866 993142

Email ADIMARKPRITCHARD@AOL.COM
Cartref, Greenhill Bank, Ellesmere, SY12 9LU
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WILDLIFE
CROSSWORD

Compiled by

David Farncombe

The theme thistime is British wildlife; all but two of the answers
are the names of animals, birds or plants. Some of the dues
are cryptic, while others are more straightforward.

Send entriesto The Editor please. There is a piize for the first
correct solution opened after the dosing date 31st January 04.

Good luck
ACROSS
2. Nodule, Pippistrelle — or Cricket? (3)
4. Supposed to soothe nettle stings (4)
7. Common conids, completely black (7,5)
10. Fawlty herb (5)
13. ltsyellow stars are common in woodland in spring (9)
14. Natterjackis one species of these (5)
19. Select Poe arranged to give you a closer view (9)
20. This catemillarbecomes a blushing navy commander
3.7)
21. Black and white diver plentiful on the Mere (6,4)
23. Mary, goin and arrange this yellow flower (8)
25. Thisyellow floweris not popular with dairy farmers (7)
26. Carob invariably shelters a bird (5)
28. lit we confused with uncommon litte brown bird similar
to alinnet (5)
29. A complaint sometimes heard about the heather? (6)
30. Deer came from vegetation at the water's edge (8)

This page is sponsored by Mr&Mrs W Gordon, Longsight, Manchester
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DOWN

11.
12.
15.
16.
17.
18.
21.

22.
24.

27.

Beginnings of Garden Bird Watch
(1,1,1)

Drink with a bit of lemon for this bird
4)

Getdown, bird (4)

Pigeon calls and begins turning into
water bird (4)

Newly created, Greg's beret may be
seen on the Mere (6,7,5)

This Golden bird is black and yellow

(6)

Busy on a web site? (but not on the
computer we hope) (6)

Often newsis on nasty subjects;
initially can make you cry (6)

Dawn chorus? (8)

Prowlerinside — Bam maybe (3)
Pecked off the maid’s nose, alleg-
edly! (9)

Rare finch may be seenflying in a
loose ring (5)

Marsh and Willow are two species
3

Eié cat— and in Biitain, varieties of
moth (5)

Mavisis a songster (6)

This may be Red, Yellow or Black

®3)
It flies over Shropshire, sometimes
on a string (4)

Q. Where would you go to weigh awha €?

A. Toa

Q. Where would you go toweigh a pie?
A. Somewhere over therain-
bow (weigh apie)

Ho, Ho, Ho!

wha e-weigh station

o

=

-’
iz
L
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" # 9

. Sarlings
. Rabbits

. Pups
0.Larks

26. Niceto see you, to see you nice.
27.Youareawful, but | likeyou!

28. Wha'’ s your name and where do you comefrom?
29.You lucky peopld

30. Areyoutidckled, missus?

Section 1
Section 3
What do you call a group of: =
: Whose catchphrase?
1. Lions
2' EAOI)J(ISSS 21. Canyou hear me mother?
4B 22. Canyoutell wha it isyet?
e 23. It likethat!
5. Monkeys
6. Badgers 24. Sheknows you know.
7' 25. Youcan't seethejoin.
8
9
1

Section 2

Who painted:

11. TheFighting T emeraire a /7 N\
12. The Laughing Cavalier ' L 3
13. Mrs Sddons \ @/;/ /_‘% ,
14. TheLight of theWorld ¢ /£ / /
¢

-/
15. Derby Day ; A ) ( {J h
16. The Boyhood of Raleigh /4 l ( o |,
17. Napoleon’ s Retrea from Moscow —— —_—
18. TheHaywain = \\ A 4 / / P
19. TheBathers s \\° 7\).}

20. ThelLag Supper

Section 4
Brain Teasers

31. Sncemy hirth, | havehad a Birthday ceke withthe appropriaenumber of candles. | have blown ou, sofar, 253
candes. Howoldam 1?

32. Wha wasthe first manmade object to travel fagter than MACH 1 (the peed of sound)? Clue: think — more
ancient than you think!

33. Which leter ends this sequence? JRUOLMIEEO -

34. A man was born inthe year 1340, yet he died in theyear 1322. How isthispossble?

35. A mantook two tablets. Asaresult, he becamefamous throughou the world and gill is. Who was he?

36. They can be laid down, bent, broken, athough it isdifficult totouch them. What arethey?

37.You can use threeidentical digitsinasmple addition sum so tha thetotal is 12. You cannot usethedigit 4. What
istheanswer?

38. Wha do you bresk by saying itsname?

39. If four boys can pick four goplesin four minutes, how many boyswould be able to pick 100 goplesin 100
minutes?

40. Wha arethemissing ldgtersinthefollowingsequencee FTFTTTTFFFFS__~ ENN

Entries to the Editor by 31t January 2004. In the event of atie, the winner will be pidked from a hat and will,
of course, receive one of our “valuable prizes”.
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Computer Training

Geoff Ardill

Got a new P.C. for Chrigmas or got the old one from thekids ?
Sarting your own business and need tousea P.C?
Can plug it in but don’t know what to do next?

Learn the basics by onetoone training
in your own home or office

Cheaper than a driving lesson or a plumber!

Why not buy a | esson voucher w m

asa Chrigmaspresent? ‘you will quickly
k now enough to get

started’

01691 624331 ga@ellesmereinfo

“ Quotable quotes” S Ho, Ho, Ho!

Q. What do policemen have on their sandwiches?
A. Truncheon mest

N

“I don’'t know anything about music. In my line of
work you don't haveto” Elvis Presley

Q. Wheredo policemen live?
A. Letsby Avenue

Q. What medicinedo you gveto asick pig?
A. Oinkment

“How doyou know when itstime to tuneyour

bagpipes?’ E K K ruger Q. How doyoutreat asick lamb?

A. With baa-andages

Q. What did the seasay to the beach?

“| love Beethoven, especialy his poems” Ringo A. Nothing it just waved

Sar

Q. What animas liketo play cricket?

“3Snce Finland entered the Eurovision song A.Bds

contest in 1961, they have appeared 34 times,
finishinglast on nine occasions with songs which
sounded as though they were orignally designed
to frighten eks.” Karl Shaw

Q. How doyou make a M dtese cross?
A. Tread on his toes

Q. What do you dowith ablue banana?
A.Try tocheerit up

18
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Driving teds are becoming a joke in Britain today.
When | took my test alittle over eighteen months ago, |
thought the gringent teding and high standards for

makes many young drivers ‘fluff’ their test, as well
as providing a more reliable way of ensuring new
drivers are compe et road-users. In addition tothis,
families can save money on undoubtedly extortionae

reverse parking, three point turns and mirror, signal, rates of lessons and every new driver
manoewre were nigh-on impossble to med. ’ has the minimum of fifteen or twenty
h

However, recait government guidelines stress
that teding mug be extended to under-bonngt
care and knowledge of the . workings

of a car, dl teged in a high-
pressure examination
dtuation. | an no ca

know-it-all myself but it
the teding authorities have
altogether the wrong gpproach.

seems
taken

Apart from the journey totheteg centre, when
is any driver as nervous as during their teg? It
seems an atirely unfair way of scruinizing
learner drivers, with unnecessary pressure
added to an adready demanding stuation.
Further tothis, | fedl it isinsanetha a seventeen-
year-old can tke a theory ted on after their
birthday, then a so-called crah course andted having
had little road expeiience Wha makes good driversis
experience and knowledge of the countless unexpected
situationstha can and do arise. How can any teenager
be ready for solo motorway driving having never been
alowed to drive Britain's mog major of roads
bef orehand?

Asisso oftenthe case with us Brits, it iseasy for meto
point ou the negaives and complain abou existing
methods, but where arethe answers? The solution lies, |
feel, in a course of lessons designed specifically to
provide any new driver, young or old, with the
appropriate Kills for driving in Britain today. Working
along dmilar lines to the aforementioned ‘crash
course’, drivers would be required to undertake a
mandaory fifteen- or twenty-hours of road driving with
a qualified ingructor-cum-examiner, to use the loose
term, who are able to teach and judge the drivers
abilities in such manoewres as reverse parking and
three-point turns. A ‘tick-shed’ could be implemented
to show progress, and when the candidate has acquired
maybe fivetidks againg any one manoeuvre, they are
adjudged to be adept a tha adivity and subsequently a
competent driver when all areas are covered.

Thiswould be afairer method of tegingthe candidates,
teking away the unnecessary pressure and sress tha

ours road experience.

| hope the Governmeat can dart to gppreciae the
need to alter the dae of teging, for the beter for
everyone.

~~ David N E

Ardill

Ushers Christmas Trees

Quality Christmas Trees Galore
Large Range of Varieties and
Sizes at competitive prices.
Wreathes Tree Stands and
Lights
Indoor and outdoor.

Canal Bridge, St Martins
St Martins—Gobowen Road
Open daily from December
10 am—7 pm

This page has been sponsored by Mr K & Mrs J Hughes of Harrogate
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New Face in Ellesmere
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At The TrattingMare, Overton
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* Eat asmuch asvau like*
For only—£6.95

Buffet will consist of:
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For further detailspleasetdephone: TheTrottingMare on 01978 710743

20



Mere News, Issue 25, Winter 2003-4

Oswestry Embroiderers Guild

he Guild’s new season began on September 12" with atak by Dgphne Ashby. Dgphne is well

known for her books, talks and demonstrations at Stitching Shows and as ateacher.

She amazed us with the variety of her work — ribbonwork, canvas and gold work, beading and
stumpwork. She has co-authored a series of books such as “Why not M ake a Beaded Amulet Purse?’ and
“Why nat Embroider Boxes?’

“Why not?" typified Dgphne's gproach; the work she brought to show us showed what a skilled
needlewvoman she is, and how willing she is to work in new and experimenta ways. She provided a
fittingy inspirationa start to our new programme.

“Persian Delights” was thetitle of Hilary Nagashi’s tak to the Guild a the Odober AGM. Hilary is
married to an Iranian and has been ableto visit and explorethe country in search of textiles. She brought
with her an exciting range of traditiond tribal work from remote mountainous regions. There were
amazing silk carpets, door and wal hangngs for tents, pachwork covers, bags and shoes — dl richly
decorated and colourful. Fabrics ranged from sturdy woven cloth to
silks and vevets and
included a sheer brida
cloth heavy with gold
embroidery.

Perhaps the most e/e
catching were the
tassdled regdia for
camels and donkeys, al
well used.

Hilary dso brought a
collection of goods for
sde to excite any
embroiderer. It was
difficult to find a space
near thetable.

New members and
visitors are always
welcome.

D e e
Highfield

01743 741103
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Screen Supidity
* All  scary and

potentially life threaening

noises in a house must be

invedigated by a lone

person in a long nightsirt

(or nightgown, preferably

diaphanous) walking into a
dark room, without a weapon.

When a car won't start, characters mud repeaedly
turn the ignition and pump the throttle while
shouting “ come on”. In reality this would flood the
engine and the car would never start.

Characters who are distraught will run across busy
roads, regardless of traffic.

When the hero has the bad guy trapped by a
buil ding, he'll chase him inside rather than call for
help.

After shooting the bad guy, the hero will put his
gun away and walk up to him to make sure he is
dead. T he bad guy will then gring up and seize the

(B.E.M. Hewitt, D Hayward)
Established 1872

7 Cross Street, Ellesmere
Tel: (01691) 622358

Suppliers o:
Greetings Cards,Ching,
Glass, Toys, Gifts

Agents for: Wedgwood,
Royad Worcester, Aynsley
China & BritansToys

hero by thethroa unless the baddy hasbeen shot more
than sixtimes.

W hen the hero is being choked by the bad guy, he will

try to pull the guy’shand away instead of dtacking the
baddies' fingers.

Instead of invedigating impending danger, security
guards and cops will always laugh off thereport and get
back to the TV — and be dead within fiveminues.

The good guy will cheerfully run up 40 flights of dairs
ratherthan wait for alift to arrive

How to recognize a character is doomed

The police researcher will call up the lead cop and say
‘I know who did it. Med me & the crime scene’. T hen
the researcher will meet a visitor and ask, ‘Wha are
you doing here? Then he'll bekilled.

The sick kid who befriends the main character in the
hospital won’t lag long. Once the main character has
been discharged, he’ll drop into seethe kid, only to see
anurse strippingthe bed.

The fresh-faced soldier who talks endlessly abou his
girlfriend and looks & he photo every night and tells
everyone ‘Were going to have a baby’ will be going
home in a body bag.

The pregnant young wife who looks a her husband
with pure love and says ‘I've never been happie’ has
no chance of survival.

All lusty teenagers will be diced and diced in horror
films, usually just after they haveformed a relaionship,
or havebeen swimming in the nude.

The veeran cop who hastravel brochures on his desk
and is a week away from retirement will never, ever,
make it to the end of the week.

If ateam of criminals or invegigatorsincludes an actor
who’s not all tha famous, he'll die before the credits
roll.

When the good guy and the bad guy are locked in a
clinch and a gun goes off, the good guy will recoil and
look shocked — but the bad guy will have been shaot.

Wi ise old-timers such as janitors or inmates, who have
been locked up for 50 years, always die — and usually in
the arms of their young protégé, who will say, ‘Don’t
die on me now'. But they always do.

Half page sponsored by Miss Eileen Hewson, Wem
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The Corner House

20 High Street
Licensed

Breakfast menu served
until 11.45 am.

Meals from the lunch
menu are avallable
al day

Monday to Saturday
9.00 am.—4.30 p.m.

Closing at 2.30 p.m.
on Wednesday.

Closed Sunday.

Morning coffee until 11.45 am.

A No Smoking esablishment

Afternoon teafrom 2.30 p.m.

All mgor credit and debit cards accepted

Remembered Times

| shall always remember one night in 1936. There
was a balmy, sultry <ort of feel to the air and
seemingly no sound or movement in the house. |
could no longer lie comfortably in my bed. This had
to beinvestigaed.

| crept on to the second landing and from there |

could see that the front door was wide open. | could
hardly believe my eyes and on going fully down the
stairs| found all the ground floors empty. Naturally |

had thento go down the garden pah to find someone
| was getting very frightened.

However | heard quite a commotion coming from the
recreation ground which was situated next door but
one so | went round. T here was a beautiful sky in the
distance and as | watched, it glowed morethan ever.
Everybody thought it was a giant firework display
andin away it was.

The great Crydal Palace had burnt ¢ __
totheground. b i (' &
\

“More Quotable x
Quotes’

“Daughters, lock up your mothers,

Daniel O’ Donnell isintown.” Parick Murray

“You want something by Bach? W hich one — Johann
Sebastian or Jacques Offen?” Victor Borge

“No-one should be allowed to play the violin until he
has magered it” Jim Fiebig

“A guy who hangs about with musicians is called a
drummer” Anon

“l couldn’'t warm to Chuck Berry even if | was
cremaed next to him” Keith Richards

“The bed way to confuse a drummer isto put a shea
of music in front of him” Lizzi Davenport

“| wonder what Gary Wilmot did with the money his
mother gave him for singing lessons’ Victor Lewis
Smith
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Director rowen@merepark.com
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Financial Adviser revans@merepark.com
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