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Accommodation available all year round (with Breakfast included). 
Do you need more room for extra family and friends joining you for 

Christmas ? 
Call in and view our rooms any time. 

 

We also serve food from 12-8.30 p.m. 7 days a week  
(smoking and non-smoking areas) 

 
Now available -Xmas Fayre & Xmas Day Menu 

 

We can cater for up to 40/50  if you require a 
party in our function room (with own bar). 

 

We can also cater for 16 people in our 
smaller meeting room. 

Good range of wines & beers. 
 

Telephone: 01691 622632  

RED L ION COACHING INN 
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Editorial    
 

Welcome to ‘ Mere News’  No 25 Winter 2003. 
 

After the gloom of our last two editorials, I am very pleased to tell you that the immediate future 
of ‘ Mere News’  is assured. Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors and a very generous donation from the 
Muller Community Trust and another from the Fullwood Trust, coupled with our advertisers and the money 
raised through our coffee mornings, our f inances are now in a much healthier condit ion. 
 
Although ‘ Mere News’  is a non profit  making organisation, to maintain a free community newspaper policy, we 
have needed to nearly treble our income from 2002. 
 
We now have enough funds in hand to support this policy for this issue and the next, Issue 26, in the Spring. 
The production team, therefore, will be working their litt le socks off to keep our f inances on a sound basis. 
However, this is no t ime for complacency.  
 
How do you feel about start ing a ‘ Mere News’  support group, or Friends of ‘ Mere News’ ? We have had such a 
good response to our fund raising Coffee Mornings that we are convinced that there is an enormous amount of 
good will for ‘ Mere News’  wait ing to be harnessed. So if any one would like to take over the fund raising it 
woul d leave us ‘ hacks’  to get on with the ‘ news hounding’ .  
 
Therefore we ask you , our readers, for your continued support so that we can continue to produce what we 
think is the best community newspaper around. On that note, from myself, the Editor and from all our 
production team, may we wish you all  - our contributors, our sponsors, our advertisers, our distributors and 
you, our readers - a wonderful Christmas with much happiness and prosperity in the New Year. 

 

���� � ���� �� � ��	
� � �� ���� �� � ��	
� � �� ���� �� � ��	
� � �� ���� �� � ��	
� � �����
 
NOTE - To keep you occupied during the Festive Season, if  you  have a litt le t ime to spare on Boxing Day, 
please try our quizzes – the free one in this issue and the Bumper ‘Mere News Quiz’  available from members of 
the production team and at the Infolink, price £1. 
 
 
 

� � � �� � � � 	 �
 � �
�
Please send your advert 
requirements  with cheque 
payable to ‘Mere News’  
to  Margaret Lagoyianni  
or any member of the 
production team  - address 
details on front  cover. 

 A4 A5 A6 A7 
 per i ssue £45 £30 £20 £15 
 Feature posi tion *  
 Inside front or back  cover 

£50 £40 £30 £20 

 For   3 issues £120 £70 £50 £30 

Feature posi ti on *  £140 £100 £70 £40 

If you  w ould l ike to sponsor a 
page or part page please send 
yo u r  co n tri b u ti on  (c heq ue s 
payable to ‘Mere News’) to the  
Editor or contact any member of 
the production team – see front 
cov er for details.  
 

Full  £20 , 1/2 £10. 1/4 £5 
 

See page 11 for the sponsorship 
form. 

 

 
I f  you have enjoyed reading ‘ Mere News’ , 
why not pass it  on to a friend or relative and 

ask them to do the same? 
That way more people can enjoy it and we can 

keep the production costs down. 
Or visit www.ellesmere.info 
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In variety days, most entertainers (and there were 
thousands of them) travelled on a Sunday by train all 
over the country, to theatres in different towns and 
cit ies wherever they were booked to go, usually by 
their ‘variety agent’ . It  was always “ change at 
Crewe” - in fact Crewe Station on Sundays in those 
days was packed with travelling theatricals - you 
could always tell the ones that were doing well  
(climbing the ladder of Fame). The Gents usually 
wore Camel-hair coats with belts and brown suede 
shoes, the ladies smart two piece suits. Of course 
variety people travelling the country in those far off 
days got cheap rate travel, organised by the V.A.F. 
(Variety Art ists Federation). It  wasn’t an easy life in 
Variety, travelling every Sunday, year in year out, but 
many of the old art ists like Ted Ray, Albert Modley, 
Sandy Powell, Rob Wilton, Jimmy James and many 
more spent Sundays travelling for many, many years. 
Then when they arrived they had to f ind digs and 
hopefully a friendly landlady!! Stories abound in 
Variety about digs and landladies – perhaps more 
about them at a later date.  
 
I t’ s diff icult to imagine the types of different acts you 
could see at Variety Theatres all over the country - 
Whi st l ers, Juggl ers, Si ngers, M usi cians, 
Contort ionists, Violinists, Comics, Double Acts, 
Magicians, I llusionists, Animal Acts (dogs and 
birds), Acrobat s, Paper Tearers, Piani sts, 
Ventriloquists, Wire Walkers, Roller Skaters– I even 
recall an act of performing crows!  
 
You can understand why I wonder sometimes how it 
all so quickly disappeared once television got hold 
and killed Variety dead! 

 

� � � � � �� � � � �� � � � � �� � � � �� � � � � �� � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � ����
 

More next t ime 
 
 

Char lie Edwards 

 � � � �� � � � � � � � �� � � � �
! � � � � � 	 �� � 	 � � 

 
My Old Dad, 
who I ’ ve 
m ent i o n ed 
before, kept a 
Pub and used 
t o  sa y 
jokingly to 
some of his 
customers in 
t h e bar 
“When our 
Charlie goes 
o u t 
ent ert aini ng 
he gets where 

castor oil wouldn’t get!!”  - and in a way he was right. 
For instance, I had the pleasure of opening a summer fete 
with the actress Gwen Berryman, who played the 
original ‘ Doris Archer’  on the radio in the serial ‘The 
Archers’ . It happened like this:  
In ‘The Archers’  the f ict ional village was Ambridge and 
the village just over the Old Dee Bridge in Chester is 
Handbridge, so the committee of the village fete thought 
the ideal person to open Handbridge village fete would 
be “ Doris Archer” . Gwen Berryman was duly invited 
(this would be approx. 1954) and I was asked to come 
along with my ventriloquist dummy ‘Tony’ , to help her 
to open the fete and then entertain the children in the 
afternoon. What a super day it  was and Gwen Berryman 
was a lovely lady and looked just like a happy-cuddly-
farmer’ s wife, the part she played so well for such a long 
t ime on radio. We had a cup of tea and a chat for quite a 
long t ime- (she told me that ‘The Archers’  was f irst 
broadcast on 1st Jan. 1951 at 11.45 a.m.). It was a day to 
remember. 

Call ing All   
Budding  Journal ists……… 
 

Would you like to appear in print? Send 
in your contributions to The Editor, 
contact details on front cover. 

Recent copies of  Mere 
News can be seen at 
Ellesmere’ s own web 

site at  
 

www.el lesmere.info  

Half  page  sponsored  by  Mr & Mrs Graver, Marchwiel, Wrexham 
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� � � � � 	 � 
 � �� 	 � � � � 
 �� � � � � 	 � 
 � �� 	 � � � � 
 �� � � � � 	 � 
 � �� 	 � � � � 
 �� � � � � 	 � 
 � �� 	 � � � � 
 �

 
 � 	 � � � � �� � � � � � �
 
 � 	 � � � � �� � � � � � �
 
 � 	 � � � � �� � � � � � �
 
 � 	 � � � � �� � � � � � � ����

 
It’ s that time of year again! The 
curtains will be opening on yet  
another  product ion from the 

Amateur Dramatic Society. This year our Panto 
production is “ Goldilocks and The Three Bears.”  
 

All performances are to be held at the Town Hall in 
Ellesmere.  

 
Tickets can be obtained in advance from Maxwell’ s 

Printing Services, Trimpley Street, Ellesmere. 
 

Performance Dates: 
 

Thursday 15th - Saturday 17th January 2004 7.30pm 
 

Saturday Matinee at 2pm 

� � � � � �
�

I was idly leafing through one of the Sunday supplements, in a 
Wordsworth mood, not ‘ Lonely as a cloud’ , more in a ‘ vacant 
and pensive mood’, when I happened to notice a column 
where some minor celebrity was being asked to name her 
favourite books, fi lms etc. 
This set me thinking, if I was ever famous (fat chance, I hear 
you say), what would I choose. Easy, I thought, so here goes. 
TV clips first.  Del Boy fall ing through the bar in ‘ Only Fools 
and Horses’  of course, everybody’ s favourite, then perhaps the 
bit in ‘ Last of the Summer Wine’  when Compo wants to try 
hang gliding and Wally Batty makes him a glider in the shape 
of a pigeon, obvious really. Then I came to a halt, what next? 
A fter a bit of thought – ‘The Morecambe and Wise Show’ –
Shirley Bassey on the staircase, while Eric and Ernie changed 
her sandals for army boots without the incomparable Miss 
Bassey missing a note - magic. 
Films next. First choice the repartee between Humphrey 
Bogart and Katharine Hepburn in ‘ The African Queen’ , 
particularly when Bogart is pull ing the boat through the 
papyrus and his horror when he finds himself covered in 
leeches and this is after he has seen his precious gin being 
poured overboard. Then the exuberance of the dancing in 
‘ Seven Brides for Seven Brothers’  in the Barn raising scenes. 
Now thinking of dancing, what will be the next choice, Fred 
and Ginger, Gene Kelly, Donald O’ Connor or perhaps 
something a l ittle more modern –‘ Grease’  maybe, ‘ Dirty 
Dancing’ , possible – or what about the dancing in the mud in 
‘ Paint your Wagon’? The list could be almost endless. I think 
I’ l l  move on and I could come back to fi lms. 
So, what next? Books, I think. This should be much easier, 
after all, dear reader, I’ ve given my views on books before. 
However, I’ m supposed to be looking for favourites and I can 
see some diffi culties looming. Perhaps I ought to narrow down 
my choices by only thinking of books I have read and reread 
and keep going back to. 
I’ l l  start with two of John Mortimer’ s autobiographies 

SENIOR CI TI ZENS FORUM  
 

EL L ESMERE AND DISTRICT(SY12) 
 

HELP 
 

 

Secretary required for minute taking 
at meetings and some fil ing etc. 

(Expenses paid) 
 

Please contact Don Nelson  
Tel 01691 623043 

‘ Clinging to the Wreckage’  and the superb ‘ The Summer 
of a Dormouse’ . The latter should be read by everyone 
who might be getting older and also by youngsters who, 
themselves, wil l be ancient one day. Read ‘ Dormouse’  and 
I can guarantee a laugh, or at least, a chuckle. Leslie 
Thomas’s ‘ Dangerous Davies’  series can be read over and 
over again, as can most of his works. 
Bil l Bryson’ s books are also well worth reading several  
times over for the nuances missed the first time round. His 
‘ Walk in the Woods’ is a particular favourite of mine and 
he has written a very readable book about the English 
language ‘ Mother Tongue’, not bad for an American 
author. 
By now, it was becoming clear to me that I hadn’ t a clue 
about what would be my favourite choices. I have, after all, 
left out my favourite detective stories (or perhaps second 
favourite) by Colin Dexter. I have far too many favourites 
and I haven’ t even touched on music. Even on music, I 
couldn’ t name three pieces, because my taste ranges from 
Big Band, swing, jazz, opera to chamber music and big 
orchestral works. Perhaps it is just as well that I wil l never 
ever be even slightly famous, so I wil l put down the 
magazine and perhaps have forty winks before dinner! 
 
Terry Cartl idge 
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Mayor’s Christmas  
Message 

 
 
 

 
M ay I firstly, on behalf of Ellesmere Town Council and myself, wish you all Season’s Greetings 
for a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
 
This has been a most exciting and eventful year. It began in June with my first civic duty which 
was to attend the Triathlon, which started off with the traditional downpour before the sun burst 
forth in time for the prize giving. In its twelfth year this is a hugely popular event. My Civic 
Service at St M ary’s Church was enjoyed by the local congregation and civic dignitaries from all  
over the county. We shared the joys and pleasures of Ellesmere Carnival, then the Annual Regatta, 
followed by Ellesmere Festival; the whole town should salute the volunteers who make these 
events such a success each year.  
 
Equal praise is deserved for the Ellesmere in Bloom committee. Their success in recent years has 
been amazing, resulting in this year’s winners of the Smal l M arket Town category. I was delighted 
to accept the award, on behalf of the Town, at the presentation held at Coventry Cathedral in 
August. M rs Diana Andrews, who is soon to retire as chairman, has set a wonderful standard for 
her successors to aim for. 
 
The Round Table Fireworks display is eagerly looked forward to each year, as is the Rotary Club’s 
‘Tree of Lights’  which is made possible by the Ellesmere Timber Company, who have generously 
provided the tree for us all to admire. This year the final phase of the Christmas lighting scheme 
will be complete, as identical Christmas trees will further enhance the Town Centre decorations. 
My thanks to the Traders of the Town who have supported us in sharing the cost of the Christmas 
tree scheme.  
 
The Amateur Dramatic Society have entertained us with several  excellent productions this year. 
The highlight of my year so far, has been a joint concert between the students of Lakelands School  
and Ellesmere College. The variety and quality of musical talent from classical to pop left us all 
spellbound, whilst raising a considerable amount of money for Save the Children Fund. As M ayor 
of Ellesmere, I wi ll never cease to be humbled by the voluntary community spirit and the immense 
artistic talent, both young and old alike, that thrives in Ellesmere and this, along with the amazing 
natural beauty, makes Ellesmere such a delightful place to live. 
 
M ay the joy and peace of Christmas carry you through the New Year which I hope wil l help us all  
to meet the new challenges that await us. 
 

 
 

Councillor 
 	� � �� 	� �� �
 	� � �� 	� �� �
 	� � �� 	� �� �
 	� � �� 	� �� �  
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powerful king of Wales, to whom she bore 
Blethyn, his successor, and a daughter named 
Nesta” . 

Earl Edwin was, as we 
have seen, the Saxon lord 
of Ellesmere and Blethyn, 
who had been made 
Prince of Powys by King 
Edward, was ancestor to 
the Kynastons of the 
Stocks who founded the 
church at Welshampton in 
1391 and obtained a royal 
pardon following the 
Batt le of Shrewsbury in 
1403.  Blethyn’ s mother 
Edith was therefore 
successively Queen of 
Wales and England.  
 After the death of Harold 
at the Batt le of Hastings it 
was, “ the great earls 
Edwin and Morcar, with 

other English nobles”  who init ially declared Edgar 
Aetheling king but later, along with Edric the Wild, 
another powerful Saxon Earl who had resisted the 
Normans, successfully obtained a royal pardon from 
King William.  Ordericus tells us that they, “ made 
their peace with William, and taking the oath of fealty, 
were honourably restored to their respective domains.”  
From this statement we may conclude that, along with 
other places, Ellesmere was restored to Edwin and 
Loppington, which was included in his Domesday 
possessions, to Edric the Wild.  In return for its weight 
in gold the mutilated body of Harold was delivered to 
Edith, “ who once enjoyed wealth and influence, was 
now overwhelmed with grief and a prey to the deepest 
misfortunes” .  In March the following year William 
returned to Normandy taking with him Earl Edwin and 
several English noblemen, “ thus preventing these great 
lords from plott ing a change during his absence.” . 
However, despite this precaution, there was a revolt in 
the north; one of the Norman earls was killed, 
thousands of Englishmen took up arms while a f leet of 
200 Danish ships sailed up the Humber to join the 
rebels.  William returned from Normandy and 
managed to quell this uprising only to receive news 
that the people of Chester and the Welsh, aided by the 
townspeople under Edric the Wild, had besieged the 
king’ s castle at Shrewsbury: “ At length he conducted 
his whole force safely to Chester, and put down all 
hostile movements throughout the province of Mercia 
by the power of a royal army.  He then built  a castle at 

Here is a question to include in a Christmas quiz: 
“What classic children’ s book has a connection with 
Ellesmere?”   The answer, if  you didn’t already know, 
is in the opening pages of 
chapter iii of “ Alice in 
Wonderland” : 
“ They were indeed a queer 
looking party that assembled 
on the bank – the birds with 
draggled feathers, the animals 
with their fur clinging close to 
them, and all dripping wet, 
c r o s s  a n d 
uncomfor tabl e…..the fi r st 
question of course was, how 
to get dry again….At last the 
Mouse, who seemed to be a 
person of authority among 
them, called out, “ Sit down, 
all of you, and listen to me!  
I ’ ll soon make you dry 
enough…This is the driest 
thing I know……William the 
Conqueror, whose cause was favoured by the Pope, 
was soon submitted to by the English, who wanted 
leaders, and had been of late much accustomed to 
usurpation and conquest.  Edwin and Morcar, the 
Earls of Mercia and Northumbria, declared for him: 
and even Stigand, the patriotic archbishop of 
Canterbury, found it advisable to go with Edgar 
Atheling to meet William and offer him the crown……”   
The connection with Ellesmere is that Edwin, Earl of 
Mercia, was recorded in the Domesday book as the last 
Saxon lord or ealdorman of Ellesmere.  It  was he and 
his brother Morcar, as the tale quite rightly relates, 
who led the Saxon resistance to William the Conqueror 
following the Norman conquest in 1066.  The basic 
facts are to be found in the Anglo Saxon Chronicle and 
our own eleventh century Shropshire-born monk, 
Ordericus Vitalis, gives us a more detailed account.  
After providing a long ecclesiastical history in books 
1& 2 Ordericus turns his attention in book 3 to the 
polit ical situation in England following the death of 
Edward the Confessor in 1066.  He recounts how the 
throne of England had been bequeathed to William 
Duke of Normandy by Edward and usurped by Harold 
Godwin.  Then follows a passage of part icular interest 
to us: 
“The Earls Edwin and Morcar, sons of Algar the f irst 

of the English earls, were attached by the strictest 
t ies to Harold, and employed all their efforts to 
support his cause, he having married their sister 
Edith, who had been the queen of Griff ith a 

Alice in Ellesmere Land 
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Chester, and another on his return at Shrewsbury, leaving 
strong garrisons and abundant stores of provisions in 
both.”   Meanwhile the Earls Edwin and Morcar had 
broken into open rebellion just as William had feared 
and, “ Blethyn king of Wales, came to the aid of his 
uncles at the head of a large body of Britons (Welsh).  A 
general assembly was now held of the chief men of the 
English and Welsh, at which universal complaints were 
made of the outrages and tyranny to which the English 
were subjected by the Normans.  All joined in a 
determined league and bold conspiracy against the 
Normans for the recovery of their ancient libert ies. The 
rebellion brokeout  with great violence” . Edwin and 
Morcar took f light and the latter took refuge in the fens 
on the Isle of Ely along with Hereward the Wake. 
Ordericus then records of the death of Earl Edwin of 
Mercia, the last Anglo Saxon lord of Ellesmere: 
“When Earl Edwin, that handsome youth, heard of his 
brother’ s imprisonment, he declared that he would prefer 
death to life unless he could deliver Morcar from 
captivity, or have his revenge by a plentiful effusion of 
Norman blood. For six months he solicited aid from the 
Scotch, the Welsh and the English. Meanwhile three 
brothers who were admitted to his familiarity, and were 
his principal attendants, betrayed him to the Normans, 
and assassinated him, though he made a desperate 
defence at the head of twenty men-at-arms. The high 
t ide, which rendered it necessary for Edwin to halt on the 
bank of a stream, aided the Normans in perpetrating this 
outrage, by cutt ing off his retreat. The report of Edwin’ s 
death, spread throughout the kingdom, was the cause of 
deep sorrow, not only to the English, but even to the 
Normans and French who lamented his loss like that of a 
friend or kinsman. This young nobleman was born of 
pious parents, and lent himself to all good works. He was 
full of kindness for the clergy, the monks and the poor. 
King William was moved to tears when he heard of the 
treason which had cut off the young earl of Mercia, and 
with a just severity sentenced to banishment the traitors 
who, to gain his favour, brought him the head of their 
master.”  
 

“ As wet as ever,”  said Alice in a melancholy tone: “ it  
doesn’t seem to dry me at all.”  “ In that case,”  said the 

Dodo solemnly, rising to its feet, “ I move that the 
meeting adjourn, for the immediate adoption of more 

energetic remedies--”  
 
 
Next t ime – Did Lady Godiva visit Ellesmere?  
 

Christopher Jobson 
 

 
A.1. STEPHEN MORRI S  

&  SON LTD 
 

PROFESSIONAL CHIM NEY SWEEPS 
 

NACS REGISTERED  - HETAS APPROVED 
NVQ QUALIFIED 

LOCAL AUTHORITY APPROVED  
 

All Types of  Flues Swept With Vac & Brush 
 

Chimney Pots, Cowls, Bird Guards & Pot Caps 
Supplied & Fitted 

 
CCTV Inspections—Blockage/ Nesting Removed 

Fully Insured 
 

Approved Solid Fuel Engineers 
Approved  Lining Engineers 

 

 
01691 682418—01743 341010 

 

Local History Course 
 

with  
Christopher Jobson 

 
10 weeks from 7th January 2004 

 
 2-4pm at Ellesmere Library 

 
More information and details about 
enrolment can be obtained from the 

College 
 

Tel: 01939 262100 
 

Walford and North 
Shropshire College 
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� � � an historical guide to Ellesmere written by 
Harold Peake (son of a former vicar of the 
parish in 1897), reference is made to “ some 

picturesque gardens laid out some years ago by Earl 
Brownlow” . This area of f lowerbeds, lawns and 
prominent pathway is currently, and has been since its 
foundation, known as “ Cremorne Gardens” . Research 
into the name “ Cremorne”  has revealed that there was 
once a part of London adjacent to the River Thames at 
Chelsea owned by a Viscount Cremorne (1725–1813) 
with the surname Cremorne. Lord Cremorne improved 
and “ beautif ied”  the 
gardens to such an 
extent that from 
about the year 1845 
(they having changed 
ownership), they 
became popular as a 
p l a c e  o f 
entertainment. At 
busy t imes, the 
gar den s co ul d 
accommodate up to 
1,500 people and 
prov i de var i ous 
pleasures for them 
for the greater part of 
each day. The ascent 
of the Montgolf ier 
Fire Balloon in 1864 proved to be one of the more 
spectacular sights. However, in 1877, rowdeyism 
amongst the visitors to Cremorne Gardens and resultant 
irritat ion to nearby residents caused their closure. 
Cremorne still exists as the name of a nearby road, but 
how did the same name transport itself from London to 
an area of land alongside the largest of the North 
Shropshire meres? 
 
A noteworthy event at St Mary’ s Church on February 
10th, 1870 was the marriage of Miss Cust of Ellesmere 
House to Mr Charles Donald Hudson of Cheswardine 
Hall. The bride was the daughter of Mrs Sara Jane Cust 
and stepdaughter of Maj. H.F.C. Cust.  
 
On September 27th, 1892, there was much rejoicing 
when a son was born to the Tower family of Ellesmere 
House. This merited the presentation to the happy 
family of a congratulatory testimonial from 
“ Neighbours and Tenants on Earl Brownlow’ s Estate” . 
Thomas Jones of Colemere House was chairman of a 
sixty-strong committee many of whom still have 
descendants living in the area to-day. John Pay of 
Beaconsfield  House, Victoria Street, Ellesmere, who 
held several public posts in the town, was the secretary. 
 

The year 1911 saw the marriage (again at St Mary’ s 
Church) of Averil, second daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Brownlow R.C. Tower of Ellesmere House to Hugh 
Algernon Parker who had family connections with 
both the Dukes of Northumberland and of 
Westminster. 
 
And now a litt le sporting interest – George Francis 
Granville Egerton (1847–1914), third Earl of 
Ellesmere (usually referred to as Lord Ellesmere) was 
a keen racehorse owner and at the Epsom Spring 

Meeting of April 
24th, 1900 had 
entered f ive runners. 
In the f ive o’ clock 
race (Prince of 
Wales Stakes), his 
horse was called 
“ Pheon”  – an 
unusual name for a 
horse perhaps for a 
pheon is a short 
downward pointing 
arrow. However , 
three pheons are 
secondary charges in 
the Earl’ s coat of 
arms, the primary 
charge of which is a 

lion: “ argent a lion rampant gules between three 
pheons sable”  [ i.e. on a white background, a red 
rampant lion between three black pheons]. This 
device can still be seen over the main entrance to the 
old Town Hall in Ellesmere. 
 
A remarkable picture of Edwardian Ellesmere was 
painted by T . Lovatt Williams in his book The Gentle 
Years. Exquisite pen pictures of Ellesmere 
personalit ies varying from Mr Travers (Mr Tower, the 
estate agent) to Felton the Vicar (the Rev. Mr 
Ellerton) and Dymock the grocer (Davies of Cross 
Street) – and many more besides – were drawn, 
though some of which were not easily identif iable.  
 
There was also the tragic tale of Rosemary Lynn 
contained in the chapter “A Lover of Beauty” . Her 
last walk out of Mellingfold past the overhanging 
chestnut tree being touchingly told. 
 
Another interesting personality with Ellesmere 
connections was Sir Ronald Storrs. He was a son of 
the Very Rev. John Storrs, Dean of Winchester who 
had married Lucy Anna Maria Cust (1853–1923)  and 
was a grandson of Maj. H.F.C. Cust. In the east 

� � � � � � � � � � � 		 
 � � 
 � 
 � � � � � �

 � � 
 � � � � � � 
 � � �

This page is sponsored by Mrs Forrester, Ellesmere. 
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window of Ellesmere parish church is contained a 
memorial to the Cust family dedicated in 1889. Ronald 
Storrs and his brother Francis are depicted as angels 
therein, being two of the Custs’ grandchildren.  
 
In 1916, Sir Ronald Storrs held the post of Oriental 
Secretary at the Brit ish Agency in Egypt. The allied 
victory over the Turks in Palestine in 1917 resulted in 
the surrender of the key to Jerusalem on December 9th 
and the formal entry of the victorious commander, Gen. 
Allenby, into the Holy City on the 12th. Early in 1918, 
Sir Ronald was appointed Military Governor of 
Jerusalem, a post he held for about eight years. It  was 
during this t ime that he formed a close friendship with 
T.E. Lawrence (Lawrence of Arabia) whose Arab 
irregulars had played a substantial part in the defeat of 
the Turks. When Lawrence died in 1935 from injuries 
received in a motor cycle accident, Sir Ronald fulf illed 
the duties of bearer at the funeral. 
 
Sir Ronald Storrs married his cousin Louisa Lucy, 
daughter of Rear Admiral the Hon. Algernon and Lady 
Margaret Myddleton in July 1923. The off iciating 
clergyman was the bridegroom’ s father, the Very Rev. 
John Storrs and the ceremony took place at St Peter’ s, 
Eaton Square, London. 
 
In 1937, Sir Ronald had published a book of 
reminiscences Orientations in which he makes reference 
to his grandfather living at Ellesmere House “ where he 
maintained a large hospitality” . He is known to have 
visited his relatives (the Towers) at Ellesmere House 
around 1930. Sir Ronald died in 1955, his funeral 
service being held at St Peter’ s as above. A lesson was 
read by the Hon. Sir Charles Tennyson. It is believed 
that his papers are stored at Pembroke College, 
Cambridge. 
 
Stanley Horton 

 

Sponsor a page of � � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � �� � � � �� � � � ����
 

To the Editor,  
I would like to sponsor a page /part page* of  Mere News by donating   £ ….. 

 

Please  acknowledge / do not acknowledge my donation by printing my name (delete as 
appropriate). Cheques payable to Mere News, please. 
 
Name………………………….  
Address…………………………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Signature……………………..    Date: ………………….. 

(please forward completed forms to the Editor, Mere News – address on front cover) 
 

����  

 � � � � � � �
 

� � 	 
 � � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � �
� � � � � �

 

Suitable for 3-11 year olds for 
a remote village school on the 

Bangladesh border 
 

PL EASE L EAVE I N ELL ESMERE 
LI BRARY  

 

OR 
  

PHONE EI L EEN HEWSON  
01939 234061  

FOR COLL ECTI ON 

Calling Ellesmere Ex-Pats 
 

Would you like to get your next copy of ‘Mere 
New s’ as soon as it is published? We are 
prepared to post your copy directly to your home 
address. 
 
At the moment, postage costs 41p per ‘Mere 
New s’, plus the cost of the envelope—so for 50p 
per issue, or £1.50 for a year’s supply, you could 
be reading your Mere News at the same time as 
any local reader. 
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Emails from Australia 
 
My name is Tania Hawkins and I 
was wondering if  you could please 
possibly organise for a couple of your mere 
newspapers to be sent to Australia for my father 
Si dney Hawkins who came from Ellesmere and 
lived at 3 Scotland Street. The family were bakers. 
If  it  could be arranged I would be very grateful.  
Thank you very much  
 
Kind regards � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
  
 
Just a short note to say thank you for the Mere 
News , as soon as it  arrived I passed it on to my 
father who was delighted.  He will be sending you a 
check soon so that he can cover postage costs to 
receive further copies. Once again thanks very 
much for all your help.  
 
Yours sincerely � � � � � �� � � � � � 	 
  

Dear Editor… 

Half  page  sponsored  by the Gilbert Family, Spruce Close, Ellesmere 

Comput er  Cor ner  
Broadband Ellesmere 

 

I  know what you are thinking—what’ s all this fuss 
about ‘ Broadband’  then? What is it  anyway? 
 
Well for those of us who are already using the internet 
the difference is like trying to read a newspaper through 
a key hole—or opening the door and gett ing to see it all 
in one go. Or to put it  another way—why drive to 
London on B roads when you could go down an empty 
Motorway (forget the jams at Birmingham). Not only 
that, although the Broadband service uses your ordinary 
phone line (isn’t technology amazing)  it  also allows 
you to receive calls as if  you were not using the 
internet. On top of that you are connected to the 
internet all the t ime so your emails arrive immediately 
without all the dial-up ‘ squeaks and pops’  you get at 
present.  
 
Why is it  important for Ellesmere?  Its important 
because it will help our town to develop economically 
and our businesses to become more effective. Already a 
number of businesses are using the internet to attract 
new customers and visitors to the town. 
 
So what’ s the catch. Well, it will cost more, but then 
you are gett ing more. How much, depends on the phone 
company you sign up with—it’ s worth shopping 
around. Also, you will need a new box to connect 
between your P.C and the phone socket, but look out 
for offers that offer this free with the connection. 
When can we get it? Very soon , if  all goes well!   
 

STOP PRESS—We’ ve made i t 
 
Thanks to the efforts of the Broadband4Ellesmere 
campaign led by Matt Rowen and supported by a 
number of residents and businesses we have reached 
the required target of 200 pre-registered customers. As 
Mere News goes to press I have had to update this 
piece with the news that the trigger point was reached 
at the end of October. Matt©s parents distributing 
leaflets door to door and Mere Motors, Maxwell©s 
Printers and www.ellesmere.info have helped in  
promoting the campaign.  
 
Actually gett ing the service in our homes and 
businesses is now up to the phone companies gett ing 
the equipment installed in our exchange. You can f ind 
out more and keep an eye on the progress by visit ing 
www.ellesmere.info and following the links under 
BROADBAND. Happy and fast surf ing .  
 
Geof f  Ar di l l  

 

SCOTTS 

Agents for: 
Littlewoods Pools 

OPEN  
Mon-Sat 5am-6pm 

SUNDAY 
6.00—1.00 p.m.  

NEWSPAPERS 
TOBACCOS 

SWEETS—CARDS 
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P & G Vehicle Repairs 

 
MOT TESTING, PETROL & DIESEL 

 
TYRE & GENERAL SERVICING 

 
Unit 4 

Smithfield Works 
Ellesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0AY 

 
 
 

KEN & MARY PEATE 
ALLAN GITTINS 

 
 

Tel: 01691 622849 
   

 

Ho, Ho, Ho ! 
 
Q. What happened to the man who listened 
closely to the match? 
A. He burned his ear 
 
Q. Why did the chicken run onto the football 
pitch? 
A. The referee whistled for a fowl 
 
Q. How do you get into the witch’s castle? 
A. With a skeleton key 
 
Q. What sits in custard looking cross? 
A. Apple 
grumble 
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SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
Friendly and enjoyable lessons 

Help given towards Theory 
Discounts for students 

Pick up and Drop-off service 
Introduce a friend and get a free 1 hour lesson 

Pay for 10 lessons for the price of nine 
Motorway courses, night driving and Pass Plus 

Drive a smart Ford Fiesta with dual controls 
Nervous pupils welcome 

 

Phone 01691 690454 mobile 07866 993142 
Email ADIMARKPRITCHARD@AOL.COM  

Cartref, Greenhill Bank, Ellesmere, SY12 9LU 

A.J. SUMNER &  SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
Proprietor: Paul Sumner 

 
For a Personal and Caring Service 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

24 Hour Service 
 
 

Coronation Cottage 
Criftins 

Nr. Ellesmere 
SY12 9LN 

 
Tel 01691 690328 

or  
01691 623726 

Please come and 
support the next  

 
‘Mere News’ Coffee 

Morning and Book Sale  
 

to be held on Monday 
1st March 2004 

10-2pm 
 

Put the date in your 
diary! 
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The theme this time is British wildlife; all but two of the answers 

are the names of animals, birds or plants. Some of the clues 

are cryptic, while others are more straightforward. 

 

Send entries to The Editor please. There is a prize for the first 

correct solution opened after the closing date 31st January 04. 

Good luck! 

 

ACROSS 
2. Nodule, Pippistrelle — or Cricket? (3) 
4. Supposed to soothe nettle stings (4) 
7. Common corvids, completely black (7,5) 
10. Fawlty herb (5) 
13. Its yellow stars are common in woodland in spring (9) 
14. Natterjack is one species of these (5) 
19. Select Poe arranged to give you a closer view (9) 
20. This caterpillar becomes a blushing navy commander 

(3,7) 
21. Black and white diver plentiful on the Mere (6,4) 
23. Mary, go in and arrange this yellow flower (8) 
25. This yellow flower is not popular with dairy farmers (7) 
26. Carob invariably shelters a bird (5) 
28. lit we confused with uncommon little brown bird similar 

to a linnet (5) 
29. A complaint sometimes heard about the heather? (6) 
30. Deer came from vegetation at the water’s edge (8) 

DOWN 
1. Beginnings of Garden Bird Watch 

(1,1,1) 
3. Drink with a bit of lemon for this bird 

(4) 
4. Get down, bird (4) 
5. Pigeon calls and begins turning into 

water bird (4) 
6. Newly created, Greg’s beret may be 

seen on the Mere (5,7,5) 
8. This Golden bird is black and yellow 

(6) 

9. Busy on a web site? (but not on the 
computer we hope) (6) 

11. Often news is on nasty subjects; 
initially can make you cry (6) 

12. Dawn chorus? (8) 
15. Prowler inside — Barn maybe (3) 
16. Pecked off the maid’s nose, alleg-

edly! (9) 
17. Rare finch may be seen flying in a 

loose ring (5) 
18. Marsh and Willow are two species 

(3) 
21. Big cat — and in Britain, varieties of 

moth (5) 
22. Mavis is a songster (6) 
24. This may be Red, Yellow or Black 

(3) 
27. It fl ies over Shropshire, sometimes 

on a string (4) 
 

WILDLIFE  
CROSSWORD 
 
 Compiled by  
 

David Farncombe 

Ho, Ho, Ho! 
 

Q. Where would you go to weigh a whale? 
A. To a whale-weigh station 
 
Q. Where would you go to weigh a pie? 
A. Somewhere over the rain-
bow (weigh a pie) 

This page  is sponsored by Mr&Mrs W Gordon, Longsight, Manchester 
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Section 1 
 
What do you cal l  a group of: 
 
1.  Lions 
2. Mules 
3. Foxes 
4. Boars 
5. Monkeys 
6. Badgers 
7. Starlings 
8. Rabbits 
9. Pups 
10. Larks 
 
Section 2 
 
Who painted: 
 
11. The Fighting Temeraire 
12. The Laughing Cavalier 
13. Mrs Siddons 
14. The Light of the World 
15. Derby Day 
16. The Boyhood of Raleigh 
17. Napoleon’ s Retreat from Moscow 
18. The Haywain 
19. The Bathers 
20. The Last Supper 

Section 3 
 
Whose catchphrase? 
 
21. Can you hear me mother? 
22. Can you tell what it  is yet? 
23. Just like that! 
24. She knows you know. 
25. You can’t see the join. 
26. Nice to see you, to see you nice. 
27. You are awful, but I like you! 
28. What’ s your name and where do you come from? 
29. You lucky people! 
30. Are you t ickled, missus? 

Section 4 
 
Brain Teasers 
 
31. Since my birth, I have had a Birthday cake with the appropriate number of candles. I have blown out, so far, 253 
candles. How old am I? 
32. What was the f irst manmade object to travel faster than MACH 1 (the speed of sound)? Clue: think – more 
ancient than you think! 
33. Which letter ends this sequence?   JRUOLMIEEO – 
34. A man was born in the year 1340, yet he died in the year 1322. How is this possible? 
35. A man took two tablets. As a result, he became famous throughout the world and still is. Who was he? 
36. They can be laid down, bent, broken, although it is diff icult to touch them. What are they? 
37. You can use three identical digits in a simple addit ion sum so that the total is 12. You cannot use the digit 4. What 
is the answer? 
38. What do you break by saying its name? 
39. If  four boys can pick four apples in four minutes, how many boys would be able to pick 100 apples in 100 
minutes? 
40. What are the missing letters in the following sequence: F T  F T  T T  T F F F F S _ _ _ _ E N N 
 
Entr ies to the Edi tor  by 31st January 2004. In the event of a tie, the winner  will  be pi cked from a hat and will , 
of course, recei ve one of our  “ valuable prizes” . 
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Computer Training 
by 

Geoff Ardill 
 

Got a new P.C. for Christmas or got the old one from the k ids ? 
Starting your own business and need to use a P.C? 

Can plug it in but don’ t know what to do next? 
 

Learn the basics by one to one training   
in your own home or office 

 
Cheaper than a dr iving lesson or a plumber! 

 
 
 
 

01691 624331   ga@ellesmere.info 

Why not buy a lesson voucher 
as a Christmas present? ‘ you will quick ly 

k now enough to get 
started’  

“ Quotable quotes”  
 
 
 
 
 
“ I don’ t know anything about music. In my line of 
work you don’t have to” Elvis Presley 
 
 
“ How do you know when its time to tune your 
bagpipes?” E K Kruger 
 
 
“ I love Beethoven, especially his poems” Ringo 
Starr 
 
 
“ Since Finland entered the Eurovision song 
contest in 1961, they have appeared 34 times, 
finishing last on nine occasions with songs which 
sounded as though they were originally designed 
to frighten elks.” Karl Shaw 
 
 

Ho, Ho, Ho! 
 

Q. What do policemen have on their sandwiches? 
A. Truncheon meat 
 
Q. Where do policemen live? 
A. Letsby Avenue 
 
Q. What medicine do you give to a sick pig? 
A. Oinkment 
 
Q. How do you treat a sick lamb? 
A. With baa-andages 
 
Q. What did the sea say to the beach? 
A. Nothing, it just waved 
 
Q. What animals l ike to play cricket? 
A. Bats 
 
Q. How do you make a M altese cross? 
A. Tread on his toes 
 
Q. What do you do with a blue banana? 
A. Try to cheer it up 
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makes many young drivers ‘f luff ’  their test, as well  
as providing a more reliable way of ensuring new 
drivers are competent road-users. In addit ion to this, 
families can save money on undoubtedly extort ionate 

rates of lessons and every new driver 
has the minimum of f ifteen or twenty 

hours road experience. 
 

I  hope the Government can start to appreciate the 
need to alter the state of testing, for the better for 

everyone. 

 
David N E 

Ardill 
 

Driving tests are becoming a joke in Britain today. 
When I took my test a litt le over eighteen months ago, I 
thought the stringent testing and high standards for 
reverse parking, three point turns and mirror, signal, 
manoeuvre were nigh-on impossible to meet. 
However, recent government guidelines stress 
that testing must be extended to under-bonnet 
care and knowledge of the work i n gs 
of a car, all tested in a h i g h -
pressure examination 
situation. I am no car 
know-it-all myself but it seems 
the testing authorit ies have t a k e n 
altogether the wrong approach. 
 
Apart from the journey to the test centre, when 
is any driver as nervous as during their test? It 
seems an entirely unfair way of scrutinizing 
learner drivers, with unnecessary pressure 
added to an already demanding situation. 
Further to this, I feel it  is insane that a seventeen-
year-old can take a theory test soon after their 
birthday, then a so-called crash course and test  having 
had litt le road experience. What makes good drivers is 
experience and knowledge of the countless unexpected 
situations that can and do arise. How can any teenager 
be ready for solo motorway driving having never been 
allowed to drive Britain’ s most major of roads 
beforehand?  
 
As is so often the case with us Brits, it  is easy for me to 
point out the negatives and complain about existing 
methods, but where are the answers? The solution lies, I 
feel, in a course of lessons designed specif ically to 
provide any new driver, young or old, with the 
appropriate skills for driving in Britain today. Working 
along similar lines to the aforementioned ‘ crash 
course’ , drivers would be required to undertake a 
mandatory f if teen- or twenty-hours of road driving with 
a qualif ied instructor-cum-examiner, to use the loose 
term, who are able to teach and judge the drivers’ 
abilit ies in such manoeuvres as reverse parking and 
three-point turns. A ‘t ick-sheet’  could be implemented 
to show progress, and when the candidate has acquired 
maybe f ive t icks against any one manoeuvre, they are 
adjudged to be adept at that activity and subsequently a 
competent driver when all areas are covered. 
 
This would be a fairer method of testing the candidates, 
taking away the unnecessary pressure and stress that 

This page  has been  sponsored  by Mr K & Mrs J Hughes of Harrogate 
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Ushers Christmas Trees 
 
 
 
 

Quality Christmas Trees Galore 
Large Range of Varieties and 
Sizes at competitive prices. 
Wreathes Tree Stands and 

Lights 
Indoor and outdoor. 

Canal Bridge, St Martins 
St Martins—Gobowen Road 
Open daily from  December  

10 am—7 pm 
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At  The Trotting M are,  Overton 
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 *   Eat as much as you like *  
For  only—£5.50 

 
Buffet wi ll consist of: 
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For  further  details please telephone :     The Tr otting M are on 01978 710743 

£6.95 
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Oswestry Embroiderers’ Guild 
 

� �he Guild’s new season began on September 12th with a talk by Daphne Ashby. Daphne is well 
known for her books, talks and demonstrations at Stitching Shows and as a teacher. 
She amazed us with the variety of her work – ribbonwork, canvas and gold work, beading and 

stumpwork. She has co-authored a series of books such as “ Why not M ake a Beaded Amulet Purse?” and 
“ Why not Embroider Boxes?” 
“ Why not?” typified Daphne’s approach; the work she brought to show us showed what a skilled 
needlewoman she is, and how willing she is to work in new and experimental ways. She provided a 
fittingly inspirational start to our new programme. 
 
“ Persian Delights” was the title of Hilary Nagashi’s talk to the Guild at the October AGM. Hilary is 
married to an Iranian and has been able to visit and explore the country in search of textiles. She brought 
with her an exciting range of traditional  tribal  work from remote mountainous regions. There were 
amazing silk carpets, door and wall hangings for tents, patchwork covers, bags and shoes – all richly 
decorated and colourful. Fabrics ranged from sturdy woven cloth to 
silks and velvets and 
included a sheer bridal  
cloth heavy with gold 
embroidery. 
Perhaps the most eye-
cat ching were t he 
tassel led regal ia for 
camels and donkeys, all 
well used. 
Hilary also brought a 
collection of goods for 
sale to excite any 
embroiderer. It was 
difficult to find a space 
near the table. 
 
New members and 
visitors are always 
welcome. 
 

D e e 
Highfield  

01743 741103 
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Screen Stupidity 
*  A l l  sc a r y  an d 
potent ially life threatening 
noises in a house must  be 
invest igated by a lone 
person in a long nightshirt 
(or nightgown, preferably 
diaphanous) walking into a 

dark room, without a weapon. 

*  When a car won’t  start , characters must  repeatedly 
turn the ignit ion and pump the thrott le while 
shout ing “ come on” . In reality this would f lood the 
engine and the car would never start . 

*  Characters who are distraught  will run across busy 
roads, regardless of  traf f ic. 

*  When the hero has the bad guy t rapped by a 
buil ding, he’ ll chase him inside rather than call for 
help. 

*  Af ter shoot ing the bad guy, the hero will put  his 
gun away and walk up to him to make sure he is 
dead. T he bad guy wil l then spring up and seize the 

hero by the throat unless the baddy has been shot more 
than six t imes. 

*  When the hero is being choked by the bad guy, he will 
t ry to pull the guy’ s hand away instead of  attacking the 
baddies’  f ingers. 

*  Instead of  invest igat ing impending danger, security 
guards and cops will al ways laugh of f  the report  and get 
back to the T V – and be dead within f ive minutes. 

*  The good guy will cheerfully run up 40 f lights of  stairs 
rather than wait  for a lift  to arrive. 

 
 

       How to recognize a character is doomed 

*  The police researcher will call up the lead cop and say 
‘ I  know who did it . M eet me at  the crime scene’ . T hen 
the researcher will meet  a visitor and ask, ‘What  are 
you doing here?’ Then he’ ll be killed. 

*  The sick kid who bef riends the main character in the 
hospital won’t  last long. Once the main character has 
been discharged, he’ ll drop in to see the kid, only to see 
a nurse stripping the bed. 

*  The fresh-faced soldier who talks endlessly about  his 
girlf riend and looks at her photo every night and tells 
everyone ‘ We’ re going to have a baby’  will be going 
home in a body bag. 

*  The pregnant  young wife who looks at  her husband 
with pure love and says ‘ I ’ve never been happier’  has 
no chance of  survival. 

*  All lusty teenagers will be sliced and diced in horror 
f ilms, usually just  af ter they have formed a relat ionship, 
or have been swimming in the nude. 

*  The veteran cop who has t ravel brochures on his desk 
and is a week away f rom ret irement  will never, ever, 
make it to the end of the week. 

*  I f  a team of criminals or invest igators includes an actor 
who’ s not  all that famous, he’ ll die before the credits 
roll. 

*  When the good guy and the bad guy are locked in a 
clinch and a gun goes off , the good guy will recoil and 
look shocked – but  the bad guy will have been shot . 

*  Wise old-t imers such as janitors or inmates, who have 
been locked up for 50 years, always die – and usually in 
the arms of  their young protégé, who will say, ‘ Don’t 
die on me now’ . But  they always do. 
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(B.E.M. Hewitt, D Hayward) 

Established 1872 
 

7 Cross Street, Ellesmere 
Tel: (01691) 622358 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suppliers of : 
Greetings Cards,China, 
Glass, Toys, Gifts 

Agents for: Wedgwood, 
Royal Worcester, Aynsley 
China &  Britains Toys 

Half  page  sponsored  by Miss Eileen Hewson, Wem 
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The Corner House 
20 High Street 

Licensed 

Breakfast menu served 
until 11.45 a.m. 
 
Meals from the lunch 
menu are available  
all day 

Monday to Saturday 
9.00 a.m.—4.30 p.m. 
 
Closing at 2.30 p.m.  
on Wednesday. 
 
Closed Sunday. 
 

Morning coffee until 11.45 a.m.                              Afternoon tea from 2.30 p.m. 
 

All major credit and debit cards accepted 

A No Smoking establishment 

Remembered Times 
 

I  shall always remember one night  in 1936. There 
was a balmy, sult ry sort  of  feel to the air and 
seemingly no sound or movement in the house. I 
could no longer lie comfortably in my bed. This had 
to be invest igated.  
 
I  crept  on to the second landing and f rom there I 
could see that  the front  door was wide open. I  could 
hardly believe my eyes and on going fully down the 
stairs I  found all the ground f loors empty. Naturally I 
had then to go down the garden path to f ind someone. 
I  was get t ing very frightened.  
 
However I  heard quite a commot ion coming f rom the 
recreat ion ground which was situated next  door but 
one so I  went  round. T here was a beaut iful sky in the 
distance and as I  watched, it glowed more than ever. 
Everybody thought  it  was a giant  f irework display 
and in a way it  was.  
 
The great  Crystal Palace had burnt 
to the ground. 
 

	 
 � �� � �
 � � � �

“More Quotable 
Quotes”   

 
 
“ Daughters, lock up your mothers, 
Daniel O’ Donnell is in town.”  Patrick M urray 
 
“ You want  something by Bach? Which one – Johann 
Sebast ian or Jacques Of fen?”  Victor Borge 
 
“ No-one should be allowed to play the violin unt il he 
has mastered it ”  Jim Fiebig 
 
“ A  guy who hangs about with musicians is called a 
drummer”  Anon 
 
“ I  couldn’t  warm to Chuck Berry even if  I was 
cremated next  to him”  Keith Richards 
 
“ The best  way to confuse a drummer is to put a sheet 
of  music in f ront of him”  L izzi Davenport  
 
“ I wonder what  Gary W ilmot  did with the money his 
mother gave him for singing lessons”  Victor Lewis-
Smith 
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