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Editorial    
 

 
Welcome to ‘ Mere News’  issue 27, Autumn 2004. As you see, we 
have a  new photo this t ime, taken at the Ellesmere Widows 
Friendly Club meeting at the Black Lion. There I accepted a 
cheque for £256 raised at the Coffee Morning mentioned on page 
14, to help fund this and further issues of Mere News. 
Fund raising is, I  think, our biggest headache and it is efforts such 
as this Coffee Morning that help to ease the problems of producing 
a f irst class publication (Mere News of course) on t ime, three t imes 
a year. 
 

We the production team, send our grateful thanks to the Ellesmere Widows Friendly Club for their hard work 
and generosity  in raising such a sum of money, long may they f lourish!  
 
I  started this editorial in July when the weather was far from Summery—warm, dismall and damp, perhaps 
typical summer weather. However, we did have glorious sunshine for this years two major events – the Triathlon and the 
Regatta. 
 
The Triathlon was run in ideal conditions with warm sunshine for the whole day, which was good for both competitors and 
spectators in equal measures.  The ‘ Mere News’  production team was well represented – the Ardil l family had an entire 
team of three entered, and the Cartl idge family provided the swimmer in another team of three.  All gave their best, turning 
in very creditable performances. So congratulations. 
 
Congratulations are also due to the people who produced the whole event.  We in Ellesmere are very fortunate in that we 
have the perfect venue for staging such events. 
 
Unfortunately, we had to miss the Regatta this year.  I enjoy the carnival atmosphere at the Regatta, it is a fun occasion a 
beer tent and live music.  Stil l, we have the Carnival and the Festival Weekends to look forward to. 
 
So enjoy all the summer that remains – the old calendar used to say ‘ June 1st summer begins, June 21st Midsummer’ s Day, 
so by this reckoning summer should by now be finished.  Food for thought. 
 
 

� � � �� � � � 	 �
 � �
�
Please send your advert 
requirements  with cheque 
payable to ‘ Mere News’  to  
Margaret Lagoyianni  or any 
member of the production 
team  - address details on front  
cover. 

 A4 A5 A6 A7 
 per i ssue £45 £30 £20 £15 
 Feature posi tion *  
 Inside front or back  cover 

£50 £40 £30 £20 

 For   3 issues £120 £70 £50 £30 

Feature posi ti on *  £140 £100 £70 £40 

If you  w ould l ike to sponsor a page or part 
page please send your contribution (cheques 
payable to ‘Mere News’) to the  Editor or 
contact any member of the production team – 
see front cov er for details.  
 

Full  £20 , 1/2 £10. 1/4 £5 

Call ing Al l   Budding  Journalists……… 
 
Would you l ike to appear in print? Send in your 
contributions to The Editor, contact details on front cover. 

Statutory Disclaimer 
 

All adverts and articles are published in good faith. We (the production team) cannot check all the details in the 
articles for accuracy or otherwise and any views expressed are not necessarily our views. Neither can we be 
held responsible for the actions of any advertiser, now or in the future. 
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SCHOOL OF MOTORING 
Friendly and enjoyable lessons 

Help given towards Theory 
Discounts for students 

Pick up and Drop-off service 
Introduce a friend and get a free 1 hour lesson 

Pay for 10 lessons for the price of nine 
Motorway courses, night driving and Pass Plus 

Drive a smart Ford Fiesta with dual controls 
Nervous pupils welcome 

 

Phone 01691 690454 mobile 07866 993142 
Email ADIMARKPRITCHARD@AOL.COM  

Cartref, Greenhill Bank, Ellesmere, SY12 9LU 
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come, first served basis and in turn, practice your music 
with the orchestra and act for the week. On Monday 
nights the first house would be people who had free 
tickets for the show, such as landladies, shopkeepers who 
advertised the show in their shop windows and anyone 
who helped to display the larger posters advertising the 
show. 
First house on Mondays was always nerve wracking, 
because i f you didn’ t go down well, or you got ‘ the bird’, 
it soon spread around the town you were in! Believe me, 
most variety artists didn’ t do it for the money, they did it 
for the love of being in Variety - it had a magic of its own. 
Especially if you got a good reception when you finished 
your act – good applause was like gold dust to artists and 

it was nice to know that your act had 
gone well. 
 
Once you had settled down for the 
week, after getting over the Monday 
‘ nerves’ , you would get a free pass from 
the theatre manager to attend the local 
cinema in the town for the afternoon 
fi lm show and then about 5 o’ clock it 
was time to get to the theatre ready for 
your shows (first house approx 6 
o’ clock, second house 8 o’ clock).  
Twelve performances per week and 
come Saturday night you packed up, put 
away your stage clothes and theatrical  
makeup and come Sunday started all  
over again, and a vari ety artist did this 
year in year out! GH Elliot did this for 
fi fty years as did many more! 
 
So you can see how the old variety 

artists must have loved the business! But of course it’ s a 
business where you meet so many interesting people and 
you get to functions and places other people don’ t get to! 
In sixty years of entertaining, the stories I have could fi l l  a 
book, but I’ ve never had time to write one! In fact writing 
these short snippets takes time. One of those fascinating 
stories is about great vari ety artist Arthur Lucan (‘ Old 
Mother Riley’ ). Arthur Lucan had a lot of trouble during 
his career with the Inland Revenue (the dreaded Income 
Tax). He died in harness, in a dressing room at the Tivoli 
Theatre in Hull. Some years later the Tivoli Theatre was 
knocked down and on the same site was built new offices 
for the regional Inland Revenue and an artist friend of 
mine in Variety once told me that there was one room in 
the new building that was always feeling not quite empty, 
even when it was! Perhaps ‘ Old Mother Riley” was 
getting her own back!! 
 
More next time 
 
� � � � � �� � � � ����� � � � � �� � � � ����� � � � � �� � � � ����� � � � � �� � � � ����	 
 
 � �� � �
 �� �	 
 
 � �� � �
 �� �	 
 
 � �� � �
 �� �	 
 
 � �� � �
 �� � ����

 
 

Charlie Edwards 

+ 	 � � �� 
 � � � � � � �
 � 	 � �
' � � � � � � �� � � � � 

 
� � ��� �� � � ��� � ��� �� � � ��� � ��� �� � � ��� � ��� �� � � �� ����
 
We all know what our own working life was like, but what 
about those golden ‘ Variety’  days, what was it l ike 
travell ing the country, sometimes from one end of it to the 
other, sometimes from Aberdeen this week, and Brighton 
next week! Thus taking all of Sunday to travel (mind you, I 
think the trains and railways 
were a l ittle more reliable in 
those far off days). Variety 
wasn’ t the easy life a lot of 
people thought it was and 
although the money wasn’ t bad, 
they had a lot to pay out, such as 
travell ing, digs and at the end of 
a weeks run in Variety, artists 
were expected to leave a tip for 
the orchestra leader, the stage 
manager, the stage door keeper 
etc.  
 
Once they arrived in town they 
had to start looking for digs, very 
often a recommendation from 
other artists or from stage staff,  
often notes pinned up backstage 
or on the dressing room wall 
from artists who had been to that  
theatre the week before, and very 
often in code!! Such as ‘FGF’ – ‘ very good food’ , or 
‘ C&C’ – ‘ cheap and cheerful’ , or ‘ GTBEYLU’ – ‘ goes to 
bed early, you lock up’ . You see most variety artists 
needed a late breakfast (not before 9am), an early tea 
before going to the theatre and a late supper after the show.  
 
There is a wonderful and funny story about a famous 
comedian, who staying in digs with another artist in a 
northern town, was told by the landlady not to touch the 
bottle of whisky in the corner of the sideboard as it was her 
husband’ s who liked a nip of scotch now and again. On the 
last night (Saturday) of the show, they had a good week 
with full houses and were full of good cheer and 
exuberance. They decided mischievously (when the lady of 
the house had gone to bed), to open the whisky. This they 
did and both had a nice little nip, but what were they going 
to do about the whisky bottle being short? Well, they fi l led 
it up again with something the very same colour and I wil l 
leave it to the reader’ s imagination as to what that l iquid 
was! Some two years later the comedian was in the same 
town, same digs, same landlady, but nothing was said! 
 
But to get back to a week in Variety, the first thing to be 
done once digs had been fixed, was to go to the theatre on 
Monday and place your music on the stage floor in a first 

This  page is  sponsored  by  Mi llward Plastering Services Ltd. 01625 422726 /07749 320022 
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attendance nursing food medicine and accommodation 
as are usually provided and supplied at Cottage 
Hospitals. The minimum normal charge in respect of 
each patient admitted to the hospital shall be Six Pence 
per day but the Managers shall consider each case on 
its merits and shall f ix a charge thereof accordingly ----
--‘   
 The Cottage Hospital continued to be a busy health 
resource supported by voluntary contributions until 
taken over by the National Health Service (NHS) in 
1948 
The closure plan for Cottage Hospitals began in 1987. 
A ‘ Consultation’  document was produced by the then 
Shropshire District Health Authority. The proposal 
was the closure of ten Cottage Hospitals around the 

county as part of 
t h e 
rat ional i sat ion 
of  serv i ces 
consequent to 
the opening of 
the new District 
G e n e r a l 
Hospi t al  at 
Telford in 1989. 
Despi t e t he 
unprecedented 
outcry from the 
l o c a l  
com m un i t i es 
and the best 
efforts of the 
L eague o f 

Friends and other prominent county cit izens the 
Secretary of State for Health approved the closure of 
six Cottage Hospitals. Ellesmere Cottage Hospital had 
a brief reprieve whilst much effort was extended 
towards preparing a  business plan for a self-governing 
hospital. However, closure became inevitable in 1990 
but not without much media coverage to ensure the 
House of Commons knew the whereabouts of 
Ellesmere in Shropshire. 
Following on from this apparent failure was born the 
concept of forming a Nursing Home Trust managed by 
a local management team, however, the purchase price 
of the building, £250.000, had to be raised before June 
1991; after much haggling with the Health Authority 
the t ime limit was extended to 1993. 
The Trust, later to be known as Ellesmere Community 
Care Centre Trust motivated businesses, individuals 
and local people to raise £250.000 for the purchase of 
the building, this was a tremendous achievement for a 

� � brief chronicle of events commencing in the 
post Victorian era through to the present day 
in the twenty-f irst century.  

 
Much as today – a century ago the people of 
Ellesmere and surrounding villages were concerned 
with the resources for their health care. At the t ime, 
in 1904, the family Doctor was the most immediate 
source of support for ailments great and small. 
The nearest general hospitals were in Whitchurch, the 
Cottage Hospital and The Deermoss, the former 
workhouse. Whitchurch, although a mere f ifteen or 
so miles away, was a day’ s journey by horse and 
carriage – if  you had this form of transport. 
A campaign was started to provide Ellesmere, a 
f l o ur i shi n g 
small market 
town at this 
t ime, with a 
C o t t a g e 
Hospital. 
Miss Louisa 
Jebb lived 
locally at Lee 
Old Hall from 
1901 until her 
death in 1925. 
In 1906 she 
i n h e r i t e d 
property from 
her sister 
Emily and, in 
her memory, 
used the money to build, equip and init ially fund the 
hospital. 
Ellesmere Cottage Hospital was erected by the 
buil ders William Griff iths, Wharf Road. It was 
opened to receive patients on 10th May 1907. The 
f irst patient was one Jenks, a blacksmith of Knolton, 
who was kicked on the head by a horse at Ellesmere 
Whit Monday Sports.  
An interesting extract from a Solicitor’ s letter reads, 
‘ Ellesmere Cottage Hospital, I  have read the Deed of 
Gift from Louisa Jebb to the Trustees dated 17-08-07, 
UPON TRUST to permit the same to be appropriated 
and used as a hospital for the treatment at a low rate 
of payment of patients of the working classes 
suffering from disease or accident and resident in the 
Parishes of Ellesmere Rural Ellesmere Urban 
Hordley and Welshampton and such other places as 
are within a radius of f ive miles from the hospital, 
and to provide such facilit ies for proper medical 

ELLESMERE COTTAGE HOSPITAL 
Trimpley Street Ellesmere 
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relatively small but very determined community. The 
ground f loor of the former Cottage Hospital was 
improved and leased to the County Council to provide a 
new home for the Day Centre due to the closure of 
Ellesmere House. 
The Meres Day 
Centre took up 
residence providing 
a seven-day facility 
for 15-20 members. 
 
Further to this 
success l o cal 
fundrai sing again 
e n a b l e d  t h e 
conversion of the 
f irst f loor into a 
provision for seven 
nursing beds. The 
commissioning of 
the Nursing Home 
took place between 
August and October 
1994. The f irst 
unoff icial patient 
was the lift  engineer 
who had decided to 
work late and alone and had become trapped in the lift 
shaft. His cries for help were fortunately heard by local 
children who alerted the Police to the situation; with 
much effort he was rescued and spent the night on a 
makeshift mattress in an 
almost completed room. 
The Ellesmere Community 
Nursing Home became 
operational on Monday 3rd 
October 1994, almost ten 
years ago, and off icially 
opened by Mrs Marjorie 
Jebb on 28th July 1995. 
The Nursing Home has 
survived and f lourished, an 
increase in nursing beds 
from seven to nine took 
place in 2002 in response to 
local needs for frail and 
elderly members of the 
community.  Mr Lionel 
Jebb, very proudly off icially 
opened the new suite of 
rooms 18th March 2003. The 
Trust is a Registered Charity 
and not  f or  prof i t 
organisation; the Trust’ s 
League of Friends and the 
Volunteers who work in the 
Charity Shop are all about raising much needed funds 

for the Nursing Home providing amenit ies and 
equipment for the residents and staff. 
All of these achievements have only come to fruit ion 
by the sheer determination and the hard work of a 

succession of local people for more than a century. 
The fact that the original concept of a health and care 
resource in Ellesmere is st ill ongoing is not only a 
tribute to the visionary ideals of Miss Louisa Jebb 

and friends but also the present day 
custodians of her legacy. 
 
Compiled 10th May 2004.     
Information provided by  
Mrs Olga Cureton 
 
      
 
 

Are you a Lone  Parent? 
Are you interested in speaking to 
someone who can give you extra help 
and advice about returning to work?  
 
Call into Ellesmere Infolink every 
second Wednesday of the month 
between 2pm and 2.45 pm to speak to 
Rebecca.  
 
They can help to transfer from 
benefits to work, contact employers, 
arrange free training courses to match 
the type of work you are looking for, 
help to claim tax credits.  
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SHARING THE JOYS OF GARDENING  

By Gill Eleftheriou 

By and large, gardeners are a friendly and helpful 
bunch. Much of the pleasure which we have 
experienced over the years in running our small 
nursery has been due to meeting so many other keen 
gardeners and chatt ing about plants and gardening. 
Overall, I  am sure that we have gained at least as 
much in the way of knowledge as we have 
disseminated. 

It has also given us great pleasure to see a plant 
which we have nurtured, sometimes for a year or 
more, leaving us for a knowledgeable home where it 
will be cherished and cared for. The distribution has 
not only been one way. Many are the treasures which 
have found a home in our garden, given to us by 
friends and relative strangers alike. Gardeners are so 
generous, gett ing pure satisfaction from the delight of 
digging up a piece of a desired plant for a grateful 
recipient. 

As the years have progressed, our common interest 
has cemented many lasting friendships, which 
continue into our retirement. Only the other day we 
arrived home to f ind four pots of coveted geraniums 
wait ing by the door, just asking to be planted. 
Although we no longer run the nursery, our passion 
for plants remains unabated. Once a gardener, always 
a gardener, they say!! And the sharing continues, too. 

Not only does this generosity amongst gardeners 
cover plants and accumulated knowledge. Most are 
only too happy for a like-minded soul to share a stroll 
around their garden, discussing ideas and f uture 
developments - a garden is never f inished! 

This camaraderie was brought home to me the other 
week on a trip to the Gardeners© World Live Show at 
the NEC. First stop, of course, was the RHS Floral 
Marquee, to drool over the plants on display. Advice 
was freely and willingly given by nursery owners to 
customers and general inquirers alike. Despite a busy 
stall, they still made t ime to discuss the f iner points 
of a plant and its requirements. They showed genuine 
pleasure in passing on their knowledge, a common 
trait amongst those nurserymen who have intimate 
knowledge of the plants which they grow. 

Although we had vowed to avoid any purchases until 
later in the day, we were soon clutching bags 
containing litt le gems, including some irresistible 
lavenders. I was also pleased to f ind Gillenia 
trifoliata on sale, a plant I had f irst admired on Carol 
Klein©s inspiring stall at Chelsea in 2000. 
By lunchtime, we were glad to sit down for a break, 
and were soon sharing notes on not-to-be-missed 

stalls with fellow plantaholics! A tangible feeling of 
bonhomie f iltered through the cafe area as strangers 
admired each others© purchases. 

The day provided a wealth of helpful information, 
including advice from David Austin©s stall on the 
toughest English roses most likely to survive on our 
dry sandy soil (Ann Boleyn, a rose with Bonica in its 
parentage, was one of the suggestions. I have extolled 
the virtues of this rose before, so am tempted to try its 
offspring). Similar guidance on late f lowering 
clematis was also most helpful (go for the smaller 
f lowered vit icellas such as ©Abundance© and 
©Kermesina©, which are close in breeding to the tough 
litt le species.) 

And here am I, in true gardener©s style, passing on 
these helpful t ips! Is it  compulsive? I fear it  is! I  am 
reminded of Alan T itchmarsh, late of Gardeners© 
World. During his years with the programme, we 
came to know his one-in-three sloped north-facing 
garden at Barleywood with intimate affection. 
Although he has since moved to a new garden, private 
in that it  is not open to the public nor used for 
f ilming, he still seems to feel the need to share it  with 
us, this t ime through the medium of the garden press. 
The detail in his art icles has imparted a pleasant 
familiarity with his new plot and his plans for its 
future, albeit it  the mind©s eye. 

This caring and sharing amongst gardeners is not a 
new phenomenon. Margery Fish is reputed to have 
found many of her plants in cottage gardens whilst 
touring around local villages. At a t ime when 
nurseries were few and far between, and containerised 
plants were a thing of the future, plantaholics had to 
rely on the generosity of friends and strangers to 
satisfy their craving for the new and the rare. 

In her book ©We Made a Garden©, her f inal chapter is 
tellingly headed ©Living and Learning©. In it  she says 
that 'one of the most delightful things about gardening 
is the freemasonry it gives with other gardeners'. All 
keen gardeners today will identify closely with her 
thoughts, written almost f ifty years ago in a rather 
different era. 

In this busier and yet more insular society, may the 
camaraderie, caring and sharing amongst gardeners 
continue to f lourish, in tandem with our love for our 
gardens. 
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I wrote a bit about my childhood days in 
Ellesmere once, that you kindly printed and, as a result, 
one of my brother’ s mates made contact with us.  
But I forgot to mention my family’ s happy days spent 
l iving in Beech Grove after moving from the home I was 
born in at Birch Road. We moved to Beech Grove at the 
age of 9-10 and had some very good neighbours. Right 
next door was a Mr. and Mrs. Morris who had a daughter 
and twin sons Michael and Mervyn. Sadly Michael died 
at a very young age, but why I mention twins - I was a 
twin, so Boy twins living next door to Girl twins! Our 
parents got on very well together and always helped one 
another, which made life worth living. So, yes, we had 
some very happy days living in Beech Grove amongst a 
lot of very nice neighbours. Oh, I only wish I could turn 
the clock back and relive all my happy days in Ellesmere 
again.   
Yours Sincerely 
Mrs. E B Marszal (nee Godwin) 
 
PS Unfortunately we were unable to make contact with 
Margaret Palin from the White Hart pub, who we were 
trying to find when I wrote last in the Winter 2002/3 
Edition. But thank you for your help.  
 
 
eMail from Australia 
 
Firstly let me say thank you for all 
the Ellesmere newspapers you 
have sent my father, sadly about 
10 weeks ago my dad lost his 
battle with cancer and has passed away. The Mere News 
that I arranged to be sent to him had been a delight for 
him to receive as he could see what was happening in his 
home town so far away. Once again thank you so much 
for giving my dad a chance to have some news from 
home and make an elderly gentleman very happy  
indeed.  
Once again thanks so much kind regards  
 
� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
  
 
 
 
 

Dear Editor… 

P &  G  
Vehicle Repairs 

Unit 4 Smithfield Works 
Ellesmere 

 
Servicing—MOT’s 
Petrol and Diesel 
Tyres, Exhaust 

Call now for details   01691 622849 

This page is sponsored  by  SMITH GRANT Environmental Consultancy 

 

Croesnewydd Hall 
Wrexham Technology Park 

Wrexham LL13 7YP 
Tel: 01978 290694, Fax: 01978 263452 

email: smithgrant.co.uk 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 �
(B.E.M. Hewitt, D Hayward) 

Established 1872 
 

7 Cross Street, Ellesmere 
Tel: (01691) 622358 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suppliers of : 
Greetings Cards,China, 
Glass, Toys, Gifts 

Agents for: Wedgwood, 
Royal Worcester, Aynsley 
China &  Britains Toys 
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Poetry Corner     

Ode to our L ibrary.   
by D.F.Bond. 
 
I went to the Library, some books to choose, 
Its real fun going there, you just can’ t lose. 
 
Its not only the books, spread out on the shelves, 
There’ s so much more – if you have a good 
delve. 
 
The assistants are helpful, and always so nice, 
I f there’ s something you need  they’ l l give  
         smiling advice. 
 
The talking books are a wonder; they can whisk 
    you away, 
To far distant places, and forget the cares of  
    the day! 
 
I f you’ re not into reading, well! There are other 
    books too, 
How to do all sorts of things, great hobbies  
        for you. 
 
The story-time session, must bring lots of joy, 
To any of our Youngsters, if it’ s small girl or 
boy. 
 
When they get older and find lessons a “ rub” 
They can always join ‘The Homework Club’ . 
 
And sti l l more icing on the cake, 
Computers installed, on line calls you can make. 
 
There’ s so much more those little ‘ boxes’  
    contain – 
Don’ t go to the library, just to get out of the  

rain. 
 
Be it Books, Box or Hobbies, there’ s something  
    for All – 
Just make a visit and like me, “ Have a Ball!” 
 

Old Age Pensioners’  
Annual Party 1978 
 
Oak trees from small acorns grow, 
I f they have been well nourished; 
Likewise our Club, which started 
small 
Has very greatly flourished. 
 
Once, nearly every week 
We meet at stated places - 
Oh! What delight it is to see 
So many happy faces. 
 
Our secretary’ s tireless 
He never fails to find 
Each year some new enjoyment 
Pleasures of varied kind. 
 
Our Chairman, over 20 years 
Has recently resigned, 
But sti l l, he says, that always 
He’ ll keep us in his mind. 
 
In April, as again tonight, 
We had our Annual Party, 
T’ was well enjoyed by numbers 
Very many and hearty. 
 
We had an Easter Bonnet Show, 
With novel styles and pretty; 
Much ingenuity was shown. 
Some were really witty. 
 
One Summer’ s day we went to Rhyl 
And after having food 
We fi l led our lungs with good sea air, 
Which surely did us good. 
 
We went for tea to Lake House, 
But oh! alas! It rained, 
So we were taken in the house 
And there were entertained. 

 
Last year was full of pleasures, 
Film shows and pantomimes; 
All were well attended, 
Being at various times. 
 
Now, Fellow Members, try to come 
To usual Wednesday meetings. 
The smiling faces do me good 
And pleasant friendly greetings. 
 
Our funds have been augmented, 
In various kinds of ways. 
To all who have helped us 
We give our thanks and praise 
 
We’ ve been to many distant lands, 
Through aid of coloured slides; 
Seen famous buildings, mountains 
high 
And other things besides. 
 
One held a Coffee Morning, 
Another made soft toys; 
Funds were thus augmented 
All for our future joys. 
 
So thank our good committee, 
And other helpers too; 
So clap your hands in showing  
That’ s your wish – all of you 
Three Cheers! 
 
Composed by Miss Carr, Teacher at 
Frankton School. Later to become 
Mrs. Carr-Jones and then Mrs. 
Brown. 
 
Ellesmere Senior Citizens meet 
every Wednesday afternoon at 
2.30 pm in the Town Hall. New 
members are always welcome. 

New Opening Hours for El lesmere Library 
Ellesmere Library is now open for an extra 4 hours a week due to public demand. Surveys were carried out at the Library to find 
out what residents wanted after Shropshire County Council made additional funding available for increased opening hours. The 
first step in the process was to open all the Libraries in the County on Saturdays.  
One person who fi l led in the survey in Ellesmere said: “ We would l ike better opening hours. The Library closes for  lunch and 
tea times which is inconvenient and irritating”. Another said “ The Library has improved so much, the services are excellent and 
the atmosphere is friendly and welcoming. I just wish it was open more often.” Claire Cartl idge, Principle Librarian for North 
Shropshire, said, “ Earlier this year Ellesmere Library began opening at 9.30am on Saturdays and since then we have been 
investigating how we could make some more improvements to the opening hours. 
“ We know that many shops and services remain open at lunch time and we think that by staying open throughout the day we will 
be providing better access to all our services. 

The Library’s new opening hours are:  
10am - 7pm on Tuesdays and Fridays and  9.30am - 4pm on Saturdays. 

Tel : 01691 622611 Sue, Shei la or Margaret 
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In recent years, Ellesmere has been subjected to an 
assortment of studies and surveys, workshops and initiatives 
(so-called health checks) and much questioning by 
consultants - all expensive time-consuming operations with 
no certainty of any results other than a substantial 
expenditure of taxpayer-originated funds. Unfortunately, 
most of the high flown plans and visions resulting from the 
above activities are the subject of so much vague 
generalisation as to be virtually meaningless - so let us have 
a few observations in English! 

Ellesmere is the smallest of North Shropshire©s five market  
towns and is therefore inevitably the least comprehensive 
shopping centre. However, the town has the benefit of its 
own tourist and visitor feature in the shape of the Mere and 
its immediately surrounding area. This attracts many people 
mainly during the summer months. To aid the prosperity of 
the town, it would therefore seem to be obvious policy to 
encourage visitors to the Mere and Cremorne Gardens to 
move into the town©s shopping centre and spend money with 
the traders and service providers within. 

What is essentially required in Ellesmere is a general raising 
of standards of the care and maintenance of all town 
properties. The cleaning of those streets, buildings and their 
surroundings much used by the public should be more 
enthusiastically addressed. Every effort should be made to 
sell or re-let vacant shops to traders sell ing essential goods. 
Ellesmere currently seems to have a plethora of charity 
shops and although some of these charities may be quite 
worthy it may fairly be said that a cat rescue shop is no 
substitute for what was once one of the finest pork butchers 
in England. 

The organisation that does most in Ellesmere to beautify the 
town is undoubtedly the "In Bloom" committee. It is 
unfortunate indeed that too much work has descended onto 
too few shoulders and the committee have thought it wise to 
take a rest from competitive activities for a year or so. It 
must be hoped that their ranks can be strengthened by 
greater public support and that they can continue their good 
work as soon as possible. 

Over the years, Ellesmere has lost many things. In 1937, 
around a dozen purveyors of groceries and bakery products 
as well as nine butchers provided consumers with a good 
choice of foods. Now, nearly seventy years on, the figures 
are three and two respectively. Other losses include the 
railway station which gave direct and regular access to 
Oswestry, Wrexham and Whitchurch. Public transport from 
Ellesmere to the county town was by bus. Ellesmere©s well 
known livestock market ceased operations on March 25th, 
1993, the first sale having been held in December 1869. 

A further serious loss to the town was the closure in 1987 of 
the Dairy Crest creamery. Universally known to all and 
sundry as "the milk factory", it had provided for many years 

much employment for the people of Ellesmere. The fact that  
more than sixteen years after closure the site sti l l awaits re-
development does not reflect well on the owners, 
developers, government departments, land owners, planning 
offi cers, council lors and any other persons involved. Sixteen 
years is a long time to spend accomplishing nothing! 
 
A very popular and well used feature of Ellesmere and one 
which every effort should be made to retain is the Market  
Hall and its Tuesday market. There has been a weekly 
market in Ellesmere since the year 1221 and several market  
charters have been granted over the years, that of July 1598 
meriting certain modest celebrations in the town some four 
centuries later. 

The Market Hall situated in Scotland Street was built in 
1879 by the Local Board (predecessor of the Urban District 
Council) on land made available by the third Earl 
Brownlow. Nowadays, the Tuesday market provides both 
local shoppers and visitors alike with an extra choice of 
bread and cakes, cheese, fish and eggs as well as organically 
grown vegetables in the appropriate season. There are also, 
of course, several stalls sell ing an assortment of non-edible 
goods. 

One-day events staged in Ellesmere are of doubt ful value to 
the economy of the town especially when they take place on 
Sundays when a substantial � � � � � ��� 	�shops are closed. 

The Ellesmere Festival - now a mere shadow of its 
originator, the highly successful Ellesmere Exhibition of 
1983 - could perhaps give thought to amalgamation with the 
long-established Carnival and bring forward the date of a 
joint event to early June. 

Athletics, in the shape of the Triathlon would seem to be of 
only l imited spectator interest and has aroused opposition 
due to road closures and resultant inconvenience caused. It 
may well be that Ellesmere is due for a rest from this event. 
Much is made of the charitable funds raised at the Triathlon 
but has any money ever been given to the Mere Charity 
(No. 504672) for the improved care and maintenance of the 
Cremorne Gardens? 

The Charity Regatta organised by Rotary and the Round 
Table provides light-hearted competition for a few score 
oarspeople although the complexities of waterborne racing 
are not always obvious to shore-based spectators. 

Much more could be written about Ellesmere but to briefly 
sum up - there is little that should be changed in Ellesmere 
but much that needs to be improved. 

Stanley Horton    July 2004  
 

Ellesmere at the Crossroads 
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A.J. SUMNER &  SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
Proprietor: Paul Sumner 

 
For a Personal and Caring Service 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

24 Hour Service 
 
 

Coronation Cottage 
Criftins 

Nr. Ellesmere 
SY12 9LN 

 
Tel 01691 690328 

or  
01691 623726 
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Church Street, Ellesmere 
01691 622632 

 
Homely B&B 

 
Function and M eeting rooms 

 
Food served Noon—8.30pm daily 

 
Quiz Nite –Sundays at 8.30pm 

 
www.ellesmere.info/redl ion 

 

RED LION COACHING INN 
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Disjointed Jottings � � �� � � � � �� � � � 	 
� � �  
 
First, a couple of moans about the standard of English used by TV Presenters! 
 

*  Melanie Sykes on ‘Des and Mel’.  The strident Mel talked about a “very 
unique occasion” w hen introducing a guest.  Miss Sykes’ ‘unique’ means one 
of a kind, so something can be ‘unique’, or ‘almost unique’, but never ‘very 
unique’. 

 

*  Davina McCall spoke of “true facts”.  A fact is true by definition, so the ‘true’ is superfluous.  OK! 
 
When, I w onder, did ‘absolutely’ become the answ er to everything? 
 
We moved into Ellesmere about 14 years ago, and Barmouth became a fairly regular Sunday outing.  In 
Barmouth there is quite a good f ish and chip cafe, however its name is a little puzzling.  The fascia 
board w as painted w ith fairground scenes, roundabouts & sw ings, but in large letters w as the name 
‘Carousal’, surely they meant to name it ‘Carousel’ (an American roundabout)?  The cafe has been 

repainted recently, but 
the name is still 
‘Carousal’, w hich is a 
word usually associated 
with a w ild drinking 
episode!  Strange. 
 
 

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � �

 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � 	 �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � �
�

� � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � �
·  � � � � � � � ·  � � � 
 � � � ·  � � � � � 
 �
·   � ! � � � � � � 
 � ·  � � � " � 
 � ·  # � � 
 � � � � � 
 �
·  � � � � � � " $� 
 �·  %� � " � � � � 
 � ·   � � � 
 �& �%� ' � 
 �
·   � � � �& �%� 
 � ·  � $� � � " � � � 
 � ·  � � 	 (" � � � � � � ! �

 $� � " $� � � � � � � �
) � � � 
 � � � � �

� $� � � 
 $� � � �
* � �+, � - �

� � 
 . � � 
 / / � 0� �

* ) 1 2  � �

Calling 
Ellesmere 
Ex-Pats 

 
Would you like to 
get your next copy 
of ‘Mere News’ as 
soon as it is 
published? We are 
prepared to post 
your copy directly to 
your home address. 
 
At the moment, 
postage costs 41p 
per ‘Mere News’, 
plus the cost of the 
envelope—so for 
50p per issue, or 
£1.50 for a year’s 
supply, you could 
be reading your 
Mere News at the 
same time as any  
local reader. 
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How time flies! It is almost eight years since the Widows Friendly Club was formed by a group of 
ladies who thought there was a lack of amenities in Ellesmere for women whose husbands had died, 
leaving them to face the trauma of loneliness and uncertainties of how to cope alone. 

 
In 1996 it was decided to form a club for Widows, 
where members could meet to chat with others in 
the same situation and to join in social  activities, 
such as trips to the theatre, outings to Garden 
Centres and M arkets and to enjoy lovely holidays 
together. M any friendships have been made. At 
one time Line Dancing was much enjoyed by the 
younger members! 
 
We are not the ‘M erry Widows’  but can claim to 
be fun loving, l ively, and caring people! 
The Annual Coffee M orning held in June was 
highly successful and � 256 was given to the 

‘M ere News’ , the local free paper that is run entirely by volunteers and is of great interest to many 
people. 
Sadly three members have died over the past 
two years but we were glad to have shared their 
friendship and to have been there when needed. 
It was a privilege to have known them and their 
famil ies. 

 
 
 

 
Any widow who would care to join 
us at our meetings on the 1st Monday 
of the month, wi ll  be very welcome - 
time 2 pm at the Black Lion Hotel , or 
for coffee each Thursday morning, 
also at the Black Lion Hotel . 

Ellesmere Widows Fr iendly Club 

Joan Shutt   Mary Jones and Barbara Baldwin-Davies 

Pam Edwards, Josie Moore, Nancy Howard , Joan Connah 
Penny Annul ls, Gladys Lancaster, Ri ta Reeves 

Audrey Harris, Florence Jones Hi lda Hickman 

All these pictures were taken at the cof fee morning run by the Widows Friendly Club to raise funds for Mere News 
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ELLESMERE COLLEGE 
 

PRESENTS 

�
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INTERNATIONAL CONCERT ORGANIST 
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Due to the phenomenal popularity of this performer, it 
is advisable to purchase tickets in advance. 

Maud Lewis, Vera Jones, Penny Annul ls, Josie Bridge, Doreen Spencer 

Job Vacancies 

See our large selection of local 
jobs from Oswestry Job Centre 

at ELLESMERE INFOLINK 
 

Updated regularly 

North Shropshire District Council 

Travel Tokens 
If  you missed picking up your Travel Tokens 

(£10 Senior Cit izen—Men & Women  60+, £17 
Persons w ith a Disability) at your local Tow n / 

Village Hall, you can collect them now  at  
 

ELL ESM ERE INFOLINK, Wharf Road 
Open: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri 10 am—4 pm 

 Sat 10 am—1 pm 
 

Proof of eligibility will be required (e.g. Pension 
Book / Card, Letter from Pensions Dept.,  

 Birth Cert, Passport, some Driving Licences 
 

Mol ly Dobson, Ellen Peel , Eileen Ski ll i corn, Kath Jones, Madge Evans, Eva Dulson 
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Books  For Binnakandi, an Indian Vil lage   
By   Eileen Hewson

The remote vil lage of Binnakandi is situated in the Cachar District of Assam, on the Bangladesh border. Surrounded by 
tea estates and paddy fields Binnakandi can be reached by two routes either by crossing the Barakh River on a 
ramshackl e pontoon or by a dirt road which soon turns to mud during the monsoons. I have tried both ways now I stick to 
the road.  

The nearest town is Silchar, a noisy thriving trading centre which suffers permanent traffi c chaos due to rickshaws! The 
il legal Bangladeshis are so numerous that a newcomer could easily believe he had strayed over the border by mistake. No 
foreigners come here, no tourists, charities or aid workers bother with this place. It is forgotten by the outside world.  

My first visit to Binnakandi was two years ago. I had heard that it was a Christian village and as I was in the Silchar area 
researching the British period cemeteries, I thought I might as well drop in. Actually my visit was not so unexpected, 
news travels fast round here and when the pastor heard of my arrival I was invited to lunch. The whole vil lage turned out 
to greet me and I shook hands with everyone. It was a shock to be treated as an honoured guest, at best I had only 
expected a cup of tea.  

Generally the vil lage is self sufficient in food but the small primary school (sixty pupils) lacks basic facil ities and has 
absolutely no books. Overwhelmed by the vil lagers© kindness to a total stranger, I was determined to do something about 
a l ibrary for the children so last year I took back an assortment of books about the local cultures in north-east India and 
included a few books suitable for very young children. When the headmistress saw these, I was asked to bring all 
children©s books on my next visit. Hence the beginning of the ©Books for Binnakandi© campaign which was so successful  
that I air freighted one hundred kilos out to New Delhi this year and supplied three schools which included Binnakandi 
Primary School, Sahayika, a special needs school also in Assam and a primary school in the Garo Hills.   

To Sue Ardil l and members of Ellesmere Library, pupils of Ellesmere Primary School, members of Wynnstay Keep Fit 
Club, Oswestry, Chris Dalloz of Whitton, Surrey and Mary Whelan of Oxfam, Tonbridge, Kent, thank you for your gifts,  
the books were appreciated. The project wil l continue and I expect to be taking more books out to India next year. Has 
anyone out there any more books with lots of pictures for other vil lage schools or any unwanted early learning toys for 
Sahayika, the special needs school? If so please give me a ring, Eileen Hewson Tel. 01939 234061 and I wil l arrange 
collection. 

Ellesmere  
     An 8 – 18 Co-educational School 

 

� �  � � �� � ! � � � �� " � #�$ � � #%#&�
 

Saturday, 16th. October 2004 �  10.00am – 1.00pm 
 
 

À caring all-round education' 
 

Weekly boarding from 10 years. 
 

Daily  transport available from:- 
Nantwich, Chester, Wrexham, Wem, Shrewsbury  

Oswestry, Whitchurch and Market Drayton 
 

For further information please contact the Headmaster’s Secretary 
at 

 

Ellesmere College, Ellesmere, Shropshire, 
SY12 9AB 

Telephone: 01691 622321 
www.ellesmere.com�
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‘Out and  About ’ Prize Crossword 
 
Most of the answers have a connection - however vague - with travel or the outdoors; so you 
might try this sitting in a deck chair, on a flight or relaxing in the garden!  Most clues are cryptic 
in some way. Send your entry to the Editor by 15th October 2004 to win one of our valuable 
prizes. Good luck!    

     
    
 David P Farncombe 
 
 
 
Across 
 
1.   Long distance walk, in the Salopian              
manner? 
8.   Egg and spoon, three-legged and sack, 
maybe. 
9.   Leafy bower – in America. 
10.   Might be played at e.g. Lord's, Trent 
Bridge or Edgbaston. 
12.   Drink with jam and bread, according to 
song by Julie Andrews. 
13.   Move very slowly - in church. 
14.   Mal is an awful alternative for creatures. 
16.  Pinch little Nicholas! 
19. Leisurely walk with team by Lake 
Windermere. 
20. Lute etc provides salad ingredient. 
21. Old mad goat found in New Zealand … 
22. … where you could find many wearing 

this, especially on four legs! 
 
             Dow n 
 
1. Ill  in rearranged short test passed by drivers on A49, or climbed by walkers. 
2. Bigot is hidden in Basra cistern. 
3. What he delivers has usually been stamped. 
4. Welcomed by players in the middle of the game. 
5. Nothing in common tea; so stir – and find a fish! 
6. William Owen initially set on fire Duke of Bedford's home. 
7. Job in Leeds, maybe – or the newspaper you might read there. 
11.  Thick cut of meat lacking top becomes suitable for garden furniture. 
13.  They are, but it  would be followed by …. 
15.   After a tiring day you might be glad to do this. 
17.  Englishman's home? 
18. Mick, we hear, at a party as a Japanese Emperor. 
19. Pilots presumably would rather not come down to 

earth with this! 
   

 
                                                              
 
 
 
 

1                                                                                                                             2                                                             3                                                                                                                                          4                         5  6  7 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

8                                                                                    9     

                                                                                                                                                                  

10   11          

  12       13    

   14     15     

16  17        18   

    19         

             

20        21     

                                                           

22             

TOP RATES OF PAY FOR TOP QUALITY  

DOMESTIC HELP 

Reliable, conscientious, hard-working cleaner needed for 
a large, four-bedroomed  house in Tetchill near Ellesmere. 
Six hours a week (four of  which must be on Fridays).  

£50 per  week   

CALL SHIRLEY ON 01691 622122 FOR DETAILS 

 
If you have enjoyed reading `M ere News' , 
why not pass it on to a friend or relative and 

ask them to do the same? 
That way more people can enjoy it and we 

can keep the production costs down. 
Or visit www.ellesmere.info 
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Nathaniel Woodard©s life is a remarkable story of devotion to 
the accomplishment of an educational and religious ideal.  
Born the son of an Essex landowner unable to afford to pay 
for the education of his twelve children, he was brought up 
by his mother, a pious Evangelical, and received an early call 
to ordination.  With support from relations and by earning 
money himself from tutoring, he was able to go to Oxford at 
a t ime when Tractarianism was gaining wide support there.  
He soon came under its inf luence, which inspired him for the 
rest of his life.  He entered Magdalen Hall (now Hertford 
College) in October 1834, the year which saw the f irst 
f lourish of the publication of tracts following Keble©s, ©Assize 
Sermon©. Most of these tracts were written by John Henry 
Newman who argued that the Church of England was truly 
and purely catholic, based on the customs of the Apostolic 
Church and the teaching of the Fathers, and corrupted neither 
by romanism nor by protestantism. This view, known as the 
©via media© was the one Woodard always held.   
 
By 1839 not only the University of Oxford but the whole 
Church of England was feeling the bitterness of controversy.  
Fear of Rome was deep-seated in the English mind and to the 
rank and f ile of the clergy and laity alike the Tractarians 
appeared as enemies of protestant truth. In response to 
Newman©s call in Tract I to, "choose your side" the division 
between high and low church was well and truly opened up by the t ime Woodard took his degree in 1840 (the 
delay was because of a break in study when he married in 1836). 
 
Nathaniel Woodard was ordained as Curate-in-Charge of the newly established district of Bethnal Green, then on 
the edge of London.  Here he completed the church and established a parochial school; but Bishop Blomfield 
(who was not known for his sympathy for young curates of a high church persuasion) on hearing complaints that 
Woodard had preached a sermon supporting the practice of sacramental confession and absolution, after 
protracted correspondence, effectively sacked him. 
 
In 1846 friends got him the appointment of Curate-in-Charge of New Shoreham in Sussex.  The Vicar lived in 
New Shoreham and left him in charge.  Many of the people of the port of New Shoreham were tradesmen and 
masters of small ships, mostly ignorant and uneducated and so often endangering the lives of their workpeople.  
Since there was a parochial school for poor children, the workforce was often better educated than the employers, 
who were also hostile to the Church of England.  
 
Woodard opened a small day-school for middle-class boys in New Shoreham vicarage and in 1848 published a 
pamphlet, ©A Plea for the Middle Classes©, which divided them into three social grades and urged the Church to 
provide separate schools for them with varying fees.  Woodard©s solution to England©s educational and spiritual 
malaise in the 1840s was as stark as his analysis: there were parochial schools for the poor and public schools for 
the rich, but nothing for the growing class in between. To leave the State to f ill the gap was unthinkable because 
Woodard©s view of education was as high as his churchmanship.  For him the primary purpose of education was, 
©to repair the ruins of man©s first disobedience© i.e. it  was a means of salvation and as such was part of the Church©s 
"Mission". 
 
  Woodard©s appeal achieved an immediate response.  Church people, both clerical and lay, welcomed it as an 
opportunity to educate the increasingly important middle class, which was at that t ime inclined to religious 
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nonconformity and polit ical radicalism. From members of the Cabinet, from Oxford, from the diocese, from all 
over the country, inquiries, subscriptions and support began to pour in.  Within f ive months of the appearance 
of the pamphlet, Woodard founded in rented premises in New Shoreham the school that became Lancing 
College. Over the next 40 years, with the backing of such eminences as Gladstone and Salisbury, he raised 
£500,000 (nearly 30 million in today©s money) often in the teeth of bitter opposit ion.  Nathaniel Woodard 
founded two other schools in Sussex, Hurstpierpoint in 1857 and Ardingly in 1870.  Woodard had retired from 
Shoreham in 1850, and when Gladstone made him a Canon of Manchester in 1870, his stipend and entry to 
industrial England enabled him to found three Midlands schools for boys: in 1873 at Denstone in Staffordshire, 
in 1884 here at Ellesmere and in 1890 at Worksop in Nott inghamshire.    
 
I t was in conjunction with Major Cust and Sir O. Wakeman that the Rev. John Peake, Vicar of Ellesmere, 
induced Nathaniel Woodard to found one of his colleges in his parish and furthermore persuaded Lord 
Brownlow to provide not only 65 acres of land, but also £1,000 towards the building fund. Woodard wrote: 
 
"This undertaking .....must be regarded as an act of justice on the part of those who have ousted the lower 
middle class from Eton, Winchester, and other old public schools to make way for their own sons." 
 
The foundation stone was laid on Aug. 5th 1879, (St. Oswald©s Day) in pouring rain by Lord and Lady 
Brownlow with these words.... 
 
"....that within the walls hereon to be raised, bearing the name of St. Oswald, King and Martyr, the true faith 
and fear of God together with brotherly love and sound learning may ever flourish and abound." 
 
The preacher for the occasion was Peake©s old pupil, Edward King, then Professor of Pastoral Theology at 
Oxford. 
 
An evangelical newspaper, 
ª T he Ro ck º ,  at t ack ed 
Woodard©s scheme in a long 
l eadi ng ar t i cl e on the 
foundation of Ellesmere: 
 
"Lanci ng i s where the 
headquarters of this Arch-Jesuit 
design are establi shed in 
buildings which rival in their 
extent and magnificence the 
palmy days of mediaeval 
priestcraft...Canon King is one 
of the most dangerous of 
sacerdotali sts.....unless the 
movement be arrested it will 
end in placing the whole 
education of the middle classes 
in the hands of the Lancing 
Jesuits." 
 
Woodard replied in a public letter in which he declared that his intention was to promote a national scheme of 
education founded on the national religion. 
 
Lord Brownlow formally opened St. Oswald' s College, Ellesmere, on St. Oswald' s Day 1884.  The preacher for 
the occasion was the Dean of St. Paul' s and the Bishop of Lichfield conducted the service.   
 
Ellesmere, the sixth school of the Woodard foundation, was the lower middle-class school of the Midland 

(Continued on page 20) 
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he famously put it , “ Education without religion is 
pure evil” .  It was to prevent these developments that 
he clung to a view of the union of Church and State, 
which belonged to a past age and proved to be 
unrealist ic.  Although St. Nicolas'  College failed to 
become the national system of education, instead it 
became the largest system of independent schools 
within the nation. 
 
Today, 120 years on, St. Oswald' s College, now 
generally known as Ellesmere College, is st ill part of 
the Midland Division of the Woodard Corporation.  It 
was granted its coat of arms in 1954 featuring the 
raven holding a ring in its beak, which, according to 
legend, St. Oswald sent as a proposal of marriage to a 
heathen princess.  The motto, ªPRO PATRIA 
DIMICANSº   (striving for one' s country) is taken 
from the Venerable Bede' s account of Saint Oswald.  
The chapel was completed in 1959 only to be burnt 
down and rebuilt  less than ten years later.  The 
magnif icent sett ing, especially the west front with its 
terraces commanding an unbroken view of the Welsh 
hills, is surely one of the f inest in the country. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Division.  Denstone College, opened a year earlier 
was the middle middle-class school but no school for 
upper middle-class boys corresponding to Lancing 
College in the Southern Division was established.  
This dist inction is st ill visible in the High Gothic 
design and dressed stone of Denstone contrasting 
with the unplastered brick of Ellesmere.   
 
In its f irst term St. Oswald' s College had four masters 
and eighty-one boarders and by 1885,when it had one 
hundred and f ifty six boarders, the school was 
declared to be full.  The standard fee of eighteen 
guineas a year was lower than that of any comparable 
boarding school in Shropshire.  The headmaster of 
the neighbouring grammar school at Whitchurch 
dismissed it as, ª a very cheap Church of England 
boarding schoolº. 
 
Originally there were three grades of pupils: 
1. standard fee paying pupils; 
2. pupil-teachers - trainee teachers who became 
qualif ied as `Associates of St. Nicolas'  College' ; 
3.  servitors - this grade was designed to educate the 
sons of servants of the gentry.  These pupils earned 
their keep by doing household work and in return for 
this and £5 fee received three hours of school 
instruction per day. 
Woodard provided a chain of bursaries for the 
transfer of promising boys between classes and 
schools. 
 
Nathaniel Woodard' s original St. Nicolas'  College, 
now called the Woodard Corporation, consists of 
some 34 schools arranged in f ive divisions 
throughout England and Wales.  There are both 
boarding and day schools and these include a new 
class of associated schools, which do not belong to 
the Corporation but share its ideals.  The Woodard 
Corporation is now the largest single group of 
independent schools in the world.  None of his 
competitors or successors, except the state itself, 
achieved such an extensive organisation and this 
alone is enough to assure Nathaniel Woodard of a 
place in educational history. 
 
Perhaps the most remarkable thing about Nathaniel 
Woodard is that he achieved so much without the 
support of any great personal wealth or the drive of 
radical idealism.  He was a prophet and a pioneer 
whose ideas were entirely tradit ional: he stubbornly 
refused to admit change.  He was contemptuous of an 
establishment in which the Church was dominated by 
the State.  He was acutely aware of the danger of the 
Christ ian religion being divorced from everyday life, 
of sacred truth separated from secular knowledge.  As 

(Continued from page 19) Ellesmere College anniversary 
 

Computer Tutor  

Geoff Ardill 
 

New P.C ?  
 

“ How do I  connect it up and get it 
going?”  

 
Learn the basics by one to one  
training  in your own home. 

 
*  Internet  
*  Email 
*  Word processing 
*  Spreadsheets  etc 
 
For  more information &  rates, contact: 
01691 624331   ga@ellesmere.info 
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There appears to be some confusion in many people' s 
minds between Ellesmere' s Carnival and Festival. 
ªWhat, again? I' ve already paid, a few weeks ago!º is 
the irritated response of some Ellesmere business 
owners when approached with an offer of advertising 
space in a programme. Patiently the caller explains that, 
yes, but that was for the Carnival ± or maybe the 
Regatta ± this is for the Festival; to which the reply 
comes: ª Festival, Carnival, what' s the difference? Why 
can't they get their acts together and just have one big 
event?º 
 
Well, apart from depriving everyone of several special 
fun opportunit ies, there are good historical and practical 
reasons why three separate events are necessary. 
Though they may seem to have a common purpose-i.e. 
raising money- they are different in origin and 
intention.  
 
The Carnival has been a much-loved Ellesmere 
institut ion for many years, though sadly it  had to be 
discontinued for a while due to lack of organizing 
support; however a new and enthusiastic Committee 
now has great plans for its future. Apart from its 
fundraising possibilit ies, the event gives a chance for 
the young, and young at heart, to dress up and join the 
Parades and for onlookers to enjoy the colour, music 
and fun and to applaud the skill and hard work of the 
talented young dancers and musicians who perform in 
the arena. A day of family entertainment and fun, the 
date chosen in recent years has been the Saturday 
before the August Bank Holiday. 
 
The Regatta, organized by the Rotary and Inner Wheel 
Clubs of Ellesmere, indeed has fundraising in aid of 
various good causes as its main aim, but also highlights 
one of Ellesmere' s attractions, the Mere and the 
Cremorne Gardens. A date in summer, between the 
breeding and migrating seasons, has been chosen, to 
cause the least disturbance to local bird life, which is 
also a great attraction to visitors. 
 
The Festival is more recent in origin and with a 
different purpose. In the 1980' s, the closure of the 
cheese factory with the loss of hundreds of jobs had 
dealt a severe blow to the town and surrounding area 
and the threatened closure of the Cottage Hospital and 
possibly the Lakelands School lowered morale still 
further. Something was needed to lif t  spirits and restore 
civic pride, so a group of concerned residents formed a 
small committee to organize an event to promote the 
town and emphasize its good points. At the t ime, 
Brit ish Waterways management was looking for ways 

to promote the Brit ish canal system as a venue for 
leisure activit ies and offered organising and f inancial 
support for a Canal Boat Rally, which proved popular 
with boaters and visitors alike. The organization of the 
Rally has since been undertaken by the Shropshire 
Union Canal Society, but Brit ish Waterways continue to 
support the Festival by opening the Maintenance yard to 
visitors and providing free canal trips. 
 
Churches, clubs and charit ies are invited to run stalls or 
put on events to raise funds and publicise their activit ies 
and local art ists and craftspeople are able to display 
their talents in the Art Exhibit ion and Craft Fair. So 
many varied events are organized that the Festival has 
become a three day event, held over the second full 
weekend in September at the request of the SU Canal 
Society, to form the Grand Finale in the Boater' s 
calendar before boats are laid up for the winter. 
 
I t would be very diff icult to combine three events so 
different in their character and t iming. There is, 
however, a further reason against combining, with 
which we are all familiar ± the Brit ish Weather! Who in 
this country doesn't have gloomy memories of dripping 
decorations, windswept bunting and Garden Fetes 
hastily transferred to the nearest Church Hall? At least 
with three different dates we have three chances, instead 
of one, of some reasonable weather. 
 
In this age of mass electronic entertainment it' s good to 
see people of all ages coming together for social events 
of all kinds, so let' s continue to enjoy our three different 
outdoor occasions, whatever the weather, as part of the 
advantages of life in this area. 
 
Buy a programme so you don't miss any of the fun! 
 
S Mitchell 

Ellesmere Festival 
10-12th September 

 
Friday 10th Wrexham Brass  

tickets £4 from Infolink 
 

Fireworks Display—canal side opp. Boatyard 
`Everyone Welcome'  

collection towards costs 
 

Saturday 11th  Hog Roast, Entertainment  
Tickets £6 from InfoLink 

 
Friday – Sunday Boat Rally—Boats, Stalls, 
Fireworks, Hog Roast, Brass Band concert  
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The Corner House 
20 High Street 

Licensed 

Breakfast menu served 
until 11.45 a.m. 
 
Meals from the lunch 
menu are available  
all day 

Monday to Saturday 
9.00 a.m.Ð 4.30 p.m. 
 
Closing at 2.30 p.m.  
on Wednesday. 
 
Closed Sunday. 
 

Morning coffee until 11.45 a.m.                              Afternoon tea from 2.30 p.m. 
 

All major credit and debit cards accepted 

A No Smoking establishment 
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At  The Trotting M are,  Overton 
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 *   Eat as much as you like *  
For  onlyÐ £5.50 

 
Buffet wi ll consist of: 
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For  further  details please telephone :     The Tr otting M are on 01978 710743 

Available Monday to Saturday lunch 12 noon –2.30 pm 
And Monday to Thursday evenings 6.00 pm—9.00 pm 

(~Excluding Bank Holidays~) 
 

Adults and Children £6.95 each 
 

Buffet consists of: 
Soup of the day 

A wide selection of fresh produce from the  
Salad bar and a choice of hot items  

Served with roast, new potatoes and vegetables 
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Shropshire Wildlife Trust Ellesmere Branch 
 
Our season of indoor meetings ended with the AGM in May, which was followed by a 
show of Members'  slides, which showed us seasonal changes at Castlefields, flowers and 
birds at Wood Lane and the flowers of Greece.  
 
The subjects for our meetings were equally wide ranging: we travelled to New Zealand to 
see the spectacular scenery and bird l ife; we discovered how wildlife can benefit and 
enhance our gardens; learnt what is being done to protect Shropshire' s special wildlife and 
landscape features, including the Meres and Mosses, from threats posed by development 
and changes in farming practice as set out in the important and impressively named 
Shropshire Biodiversity Action Plan.  

 
John Hawkins, warden of Wood Lane Nature Reserve, told us of the short but very successful history of the Reserve, as we 
enjoyed more of John' s superb bird photographs. The large turnout for this meeting was evidence of John' s photographic 
reputation, as well as the ever growing popularity of birds.  
 
Following the March meeting, when we l earnt about the management of RSPB Vyrnwy from the Senior Warden, a group o f 
members visited the Reserve at Vyrnwy in May, and were given a very enjoyable day there by Lindsey Himsworth, another 
of the wardens. At the Reserve farm, organically-reared sheep are producing prime mutton and lamb, and while we there we 
were fortunate to see a ewe giving birth ± a l ifetime ª firstº for some of us. Lindsey took us by Landrover over newly opened 
forest tracks along the valley side, for lunch in one of the bird hides. Here we had excellent views of a Pied Flycatcher at a 
nest box and a motionless Heron watching by the pool. We then walked up the attractive valley of A fon Eiddew to admire the 
waterfalls cascading down the cliff. Back at the RSPB centre most of us looked in at the hide there; with feeders hanging 
almost touching the huge windows and a constant stream of woodland bird visitors, this is a good place for really close-up 
views of birds. 
For further information on RSPB Vyrnwy call the friendly and helpful staff at 01691 870278 
 
At the April meeting, professional biologist Peter Boardman showed us slides of dragonflies, many of which are now thriving 
at Whixall Moss, and then in June led a group on to the Moss to see the real thing. Unfortunately it was rather breezy for 
many of these delicate insects to be abroad, but Four-spotted darters, Emperors and delicate Azure damsel fl ies were found.  

The group saw Lapwing and Curlew, both of whi ch breed 
here, and whose evocative calls are so much part of this wild 
place; and agile Hobbies hunting swifts and dragonflies. The 
insectivorous Sundew plant ± Shropshire' s county flower ± 
was in bloom, and another devourer of insects, the strange 
Pitcher plant was seen; this one has somehow arrived from 
North America. Under the wide skies fi l led with the 
scudding clouds, Whixall Moss was seen showing one of its 
best aspects. 
For details on visiting Whixall, and events being held there 
through the summer until October, call the equally friendly 
and helpful Dr Joan Dani els and her staff on 01948 880362  
 
Indoor meetings of Ellesmere Branch begin again in 
September, with an illustrated talk on the landscape and 
geology of North Shropshire, which should give us an 
insight into why our part of the world looks as it does. 
Further meetings feature the Country Park at Alveley, and 
British Amphibians (frogs, toads and newts). Meetings are 
held on the last Thursday of each month at the Black Lion 
Hotel. 
For further details look out for posters, or contact Jane 
Farncombe on 01691 622497 ± she' s friendly and helpful as 
well! 
 
 
                                                                                                                     
David Farncombe 
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          RICHARD W  OWEN MLIA (dip)  

Director         
 

                    RICHARD P EVANS  BA (Hons) MLI (dip) 
  Financial Adviser      

 
 

Telephone: 01691 624866 Fax: 624877  
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