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dcometo ‘Mere News' Edition number 28, Winter 2004.

This is the Tenth Winter/Christmas ‘M ere News' that we have
produced and we, the production team, hope it continues to meet withyour approvd. Of
course, publishing such amagazine does not depend upon just the production team. We
are indebted to a great number of other people and | think that some words of praise and thanks
would bein order at this time of year.

S0, we give grateful thanks to (in no particular order), our contributors, without whom we would
have a very dull read, our advertisers and our sponsors, for their generosity, our distributors for
alowing us to use gpace in their premises and our readers for their comments (complimentary or
otherwise, athough | wish you would put your remarks in writing) and to any one else who has had
anythingto do with ‘M ere News'. Long may we continue!

vf'. vl'. i'. vf'. vl'. i'. vf'. vl'. i'. vf'. vl'. i'. vf'. vl'. i'. vf'. vl'. i'. vf'. vl'. i'. vf'. vl'. i'. vf'. vl'. i'. vf'. vl'. i'. vf'.

S0, may wedl wish you thevery bes for Christmas and the New Year and stay fairly sober.
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If you would like to sponsor a page or part
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e page please send your contribution (cheques

" payable to ‘Mere News’) to the Editor or

o contact any member of the production team —
T I T I I I I I e T e see front cov er for details. ~

Calling All Budding Journalists......... Full £20,1/2 £10. 1/4 £5

Would you liketo gppear in print? Send in your
contributions to T he Ed tor, contact detals onfront  WAMAAARAAANAAANAANANANAANNANNANNNANINNNININNNNNNNNNNNNINAAAN

cover.

A4 | A5 | A6 | A7
Please send your advert per issue £45 | £30 | £20 [ £15
requirements  with chegue Feature position * £50 | £40 | £30 | £20
payable to ‘Mere News to Inside front or back cover
Margaret Lagoyianni or any  [For 3issues £120 | £70 | £50 | £30

member of the production —
team - address detailson front Feature position * £140 |£100 | £70 | £40

cover.

Statutory Disdaimer

All adverts and articles are published in good faith. We (the production team) cannot check all the details in the
artides foraccuracy or otherwise and any views expressed are not necessarily our views. Neither can we be
held responsible for the actions of any advertiser, now or in the future.
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SCHOOL OF MOTORING

Friendly and enjoyable lessons
Help giventowards Theory
Discounts for students
Pick up and Drop-off service
Introduce a friend and get a free 1 hour lesson
Pay for 10 lessons for the price of nine
Motorway courses, night driving and Pass Plus
Drive a smart Ford Fiesta with dual controls
Nervous pupils welcome
Phone 01691 690454 mobile 07866 993142

Email ADIMARKPRITCHARD@AOL.COM
Cartref, Greenhill Bank, Ellesmere, SY12 9LU
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It's Curtain Up Again!

My, doesn’t timefly, | thought perhaps this time we shodd
go down memory lane and remember some names from
Golden Vaiety days!! | think most people will remember
Jmmy Clitheroe tha man who was a schoolboy dl his
life!l! But who remembers the act tha was smilar in every
detal years before Jimmy — it

Sid Fidd and laer for Norman Wisdom. | heard from an
old friend of Vari ety days tha Jary finished up driving a
mini cab in London!

Someone stopped me in Oswestry one day and asked me
who was the comic who used to finish his act saying
“open the cage — play themusic’. It was of course, Arthur
English, the ‘ Kipper tieSpiv. who came straight out of the
Army into Vaiety.

Agan someone asked me who used to finish his act
singing “ Confidentidly”. Tha was, of course, the comic
who used to tdl us, “He d been poorly, proper poorly”,
dear old Reg Dixon, not to be confused with Regindd
Dixon the Blackpool T ower organist.

Another fine ventriloquist in those far off days was Fisher
Dixson, na quite as wdl known, but

was, of course Wee Georgie
Wood, with his g¢age mother
Dolly Harmer. Mind you Wee
Georgie was a bit more
sentimentd in his stage act and,
when tdking @out his stage
mother, could bring a tear to the
eye, whereas Clitheroe was
comicaly mischievous.

Who remembers comedian Issy
Bonn whose red name was
Benjamin Levin. Dear old Gracie
Fidds who weas born Grace
Stansfidd - she had a vey
tdented brother, a comedian
cdled Tommy Fidds who never
quite made stadom, dways
being billed as ‘Grad€s
Brothe’. George Formby had

very dever.

One of my hgppiest memories was being
backstage in Liverpool wetching a show
produced by Don Ross cdled “Thanks
for the Memory” with red old timers-
Randolph Sutton, Ndlie Wdlace, GH
Elliott, Gertie Gitana, Tdbot O Fardl,
Billy Danvers and Ella Shidds. Ellawas
the origind ‘Berlington Bertie the song
she made famous and Gertie Gitanawas
the wife of Don Ross.

Who remembers the man dressed as a
woman and avery good ventriloquist? —
it was a chgp cdled Bobbie Kimber who
& wdl a a vent, was a femde
impersonator. Another fine comic was
George Lacy, becoming one of the best
pantomime dames ever. He first
gopeared as a boy comedian a the

both brother and sister in Vaiety

and dl doing the same kind of

act. Most people will recdl Frank Formby who again was
billed as ‘ George s Brother’, and their sister Lou Formby
was hilled as ‘ George s Siger’ . They were never dlowed
to makeit on their own!

Another fine comic was Hylda Baker, very difficult to
work with because she was a pefettionist, as the late
Jimmy Jewd (of Jewd and Warris fame) discovered when
he worked with her on television some years ago!! Another
name from those far off days was comedian M ax Bacon,
who started off as a drummer with Bert Ambrose and his
band in 1927.

‘Chegrful’ Charlie Chester another wdl-known Vaiey
comic, who wrote the song “ Down Forget-me-not Lane’
and starred in the radio show ‘Stand Easy’.

A fine ventriloquist in those days (and there were many)
was Johnson Clark. On another old progranme that | kept
were two othe names from Vaiey days —Cicdy
Courtneidge, born in Sydney NSW Austrdiain April 1893
and Billy Cotton who made his first stage appearance in
1926 a Southport. Another funny man was comedi an Billy
Danvers, aLiverpool comic.

Liverpool seems adept a producing funny people. Another
name to jog memories is Claude Dampie who used to tak
about ‘ Mrs Gibson' !! Some names of course became quite
famous and then disappeared!! One such name was Jerry
Desmonde who was a feed and straight man for comedian

Promenade Pavilion, Colwyn Bay in
1917.

| recdl ared bubbly persondity cdled Tessie O’ Shea
born in Cardiff in 1914, what alivewire act she was!
Another act doing wdl in Vaiety was a singer cdled
Dondd Pears, whose red name was Dondd Rhys Hubert
Pears born in South Wdes. And long before ‘ Have a go’
on Radio Wilfred Pickles was a stand-up comic in
Vaigy. My paticular favourite was Sandy Powdl
(Albert Arthur Powel) born in Rotherham, who actudly
shouted out in sheer excitement on his first live broadcast
on the BBC in 1928, “Can you hear me Mother?" He
madeit hiscatchphrase dl his Variety Days.

But | must say one of the funniest acts | ever saw was a
chep cdled Freddie Frinton known as the best drunk act in
Vaiety. He didnt only act drunk, he looked ‘blotto’ as
well.

Wonderful names and memories - now with the loss of
Vaiety, goneforever. More Next Time

HAPPY DAYS! KEEPSMILING
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This book contains daily figures of boa hirings
entered by the boaman and added up by someone
ese eg for Juy 3lst, 1909 — £13-80 with the
receipt sgned “ Rec? Brownlow R.C. Tower” in red
ink. Days when no amount was entered were marked
thus“—". Daily acoounts varied during the summer
of 1909 from oneshillingto just overtwo pounds.

Money received inthe Edae Office and lae signed
for by R.H. Harris (* R.H.H.”) is described as being
for the hireof “P.” boas (pleasure boats) presumably
rowing boats for which the minimum charge was a
shilling. Leting of these boas during the winter
months was obvioudy minimal. Takings for
Novenmber 1910 were only 5 ghillings (59);
December, 16s, January 1911, 12s, and February
(with spring in the air), just one pound.

The receipt for £17-19-6 relaing to the month of
August 1911 was signed by one A.E. Smith of whom
we know nothing. There is also afird reference to
Red Tickes (0255) and White Tidkes (0933) for the
use of which no explanaion can be found. August
1913 must have been a good boaing month for the
sum of £22-3-6 was handed in to the office and
receipted by A.E. (Albert) Davies.

On August 3rd, 1914 (Bank Holiday Monday), the
pleasure boas brought in £2-18-0, but on the
following day which saw the oubreak of the Firg
World Wa, just a guinea was earned. Eventually, a
rather reduced total of £16-5-0 was teken during the
month of August.

From June 1917, odd sums of money came to be
noted (previoudy everything had been in multiples of
sxpence or ashilling) eg. on June 4th, 1917, a sum
of 15s4d was entered and later on 9s 2d and 11s4d —
thereforg the additional multiple of 2d was being
used.

A furthe puzzling feaure of the finances for this
month was tha although the boas gopeared to bring
in asum of £12-13-8, a furthe unidentified amount
of £8-18-6 was added to it ma&king atotal of £21-12-
2. However, the odd 2d was retained in hand for
some unknown reason (a fad noted in red ink) and
not paid into the bank until October — a fad again
meticuloudy noted.

The income for July 1917 of £15-7-6 was received on
behalf of the estae by “M. Clay” who failedto gell
RECEIVED correctly!

Records in the Day Book ceased abruptly on October
25th, 1918 with the lag receipt dated the tenth of the
month and relaing to Septamber’s income. There was
no receipt for the sum of £2-10-6 earned until Oc ober
25th.

However, futhe informaion is contained in a
“SmMmming Book” gating in 1918. In April of tha
year, the fird payment received was fourpence (4d)
presumably from the first two handy snimmers of the
season. The records contained in this book end in late
1926 and appear to include details of other monies —
mainly fishing fees. Diaries running from c. 1921 to
1942 give greaer details and hopefully will be the
subject of further notes.

Sanley Horton

P& G

Vehicle Repairs

Unit 4 Smithfield Works
Ellesmere

Servicing—MOT's
Petrol and Diesel
Tyres, Exhaust
Call now for details 01691 622849

Where did Sir Lancdot study?

Knight school.

ol o ol ol o ol ool o o

Quality Christmas Trees Galore
Large range of Varieties and sizes
Wreaths, tree stands and lights.

hhh

Available from November 27" 2004

Open daily from 10 am to 7 pm
Find us at Canal Bridge, St Martins Moors,
Oswe stry, SY10 7BH

“ (01691 655435) a
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Mayor’s Christmas Message gﬁf
->

A very happy Chrisstmasto you all and aprosperous New Y ear.

This second yea as Town Mayor has been most enjoyable

with once again afull programme of social eventsin thetown and elsewherein
the county as well as the routine work tha goes with this postion. The Town
Council has formulaed a plan of priorities tha will keep everyone busy for
many yearsto come | consder tha the council is mog fortunae to have

members who will work postively togeher to dtainthese goals.

The Christmas Season is upon us once again andthe Tree of Lights operated by
The Rotary Club of Ellesmere will be operaiona very shortly. The
sponsorship of the lights by so many local people not only commemoraes a
loved one but also raises much needed funds for local charities. Thefinal phase
of Chrigmas Lighting should be compleedthisyea and over 50 new identical
trees purchased jointly by the traders and the T own Council will enhance the

Chrigmas fedivitiesfor usall to enjoy.

The Christmas Carol Service will be held this year on 11" December 2004 & 10.45 am on the Promenade
when young people from the Ellesmere Primary School andthe Lakelands School will entertain uswith music
and singing. Do comealong and join inthis special Community Carol Service

Throughout the year the Ellesmere Economic Developmeat Forum has worked very hard to draw up its
Action Plan for thetown. Projedswill start to come on sream inthe New Year with a CCTV projed for the
town, hopefully, being one of the first.

The Old Dairy Ste continuesto be a source of much frustration for members as following the Public Inquiry
the proposals were turned down by the Secreary of Sde The Judicial Review which followed was not
successful and so it seemsit isback tothe drawing board. | am hopeful tha the owne of the steis goingto
come up with me new plansvery shortly, so leshope tha the next round is successful. Wearing my mod

optimigicha | wouldn't be surprisedto see some positive movements within the next eighteen months.

Congraulations must go to the Ellesmere Rangers Football Club for its dedication on and off thepitch and its
promotion to the Wed Midlands League. The Council is looking & ways to improve the facilities by
extending the changing roomsto caer for male and femaleteams, rooms for officials and facilities for team
medingswith refrehmeants.

Thisyear® Remembrance Day Parade and Service aswell asthe Naional Homage inthe Town Square was,

asit isevery year, avery moving experience but paticularly sowith our troopson adive servicein Irag. The
Ellesmere and Distria Branch of The Royal British Legion do a wonderful job of organisng these special
memorials each year and carrying out their dutieswith such care and dignity. The town isvery lucky to have
such dedicated people and | am sure they are appreciaed by everyone. In fad all thevoluntary organisations
in Ellesmere areworthy of praise asthey keep thetown avibrant placeto live andoffer resdents involvement
in many adivities.

May the joy and peace of Chrigdmas carry you through the New Year and | hopethat this will help us all to
med any new challengesthat may be presented.
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‘To Apostrophe or not to
Apostrophe?’

Why, oh why, oh why do people seemto find it s0
difficult to get gpogrophesin the right places? In
short, there are no nouns which take an gpogrophe
when forming a smple plural. "Cheap flower@' is
just plain wrong and cannot be excused. When the
flower seller in question was asked why he had an
apodrophe on hissgn he saidthat it was because he
hadn®had the advantage of a university education.
For heaven® sake Univesties are not thee to
teach basgc granma. It should be prety much an
entry requirement.

And the famous it's deserves a mention all of its
own. It®@isnotthepossessive form of it. [t® a short
form (contraction) of it is, it has or someimes it
was. Consequently, "The dog was gnawing at it®
bone" is plainly incorred. | have seen so many
semi-official publications with this unforgivable
misteke tha | an fed up. Do people publishing
these things nat realise tha careless lack of
attention to detail is just going to put people off?
And the vay worg thing is not just tha people
unknowingly get it wrong, it istha they just don't
care! Do you care about granmar, or is it just an
irrelevence? Pleasetryto gd it right!

Our humble little magazine is sdting you a
challenge. We'd like to hear your (or is it

‘you're'?) stories about
apostrophe misuse.
Does it gd your badk up
or aen't you redly
bot hered?

One of the m o s t
commonly repeaed sSgn erors | have seen

throughou Shropshireistheonebelow
Greengrocers have a century® long tradition of
Tomaoe® and Cucumber® It would seem fair to
excuse them. After all they ae vay busy people
and have to change their sgnage quite often. |
invite you, the intereded and educaed public, to
report signswhich are spelled wrong, or punc uated
incorredly. In consultaion with the editorial team,
a rogues gallery of pictures will be assembled here
foryoutoview. Wemay even invite vates asto the
best ones.

Would you credit it? There® money to help towards
to cost of childcare

Childcare costs can be expensive, but for many parents
and carers there is money avalable to hdp. However
research has shown tha parents in Shropshire could be
missing out because they simply don® know wha®
avalable or they think they aen® digible, or they don®
understand the system.

Childcare Outlook, the Children® Information Service
for Shropshire, is campaigning to make more parents and
carers avare of what® out there for anyone who may be
struggling with the costs of childcare or bringing up
children.

Here® ther rough guide as to wha hdp is out there and
how parents can make sure they dam wha they are
entitled to:

Working Tax Credit (WTC)

You could be digible to dam extra cash through the
WTC if you or your patner (if you have one) work for
16 hours aweek or more and are responsible for a lesst
one dependant child or young person. The WTC dso
offers extra money to hdp families who are paying for
registered childcare Depending on your circumstances
you could be digible to dam up to 70% of your
childcare costs.

Child Tax Credit (CTC)

The CTC is extra money to support families with
children. The weekly credit is pad through the bank
account of the main carer. You don®have to be working
to daim the CTC but you do have to be responsible for a
lesst one dependant child or young person. |f you have a
child less than 12 months dd you will be entitled to a
higher rate of CTC.

Free nursery education places for threeand four year
olds

The Government gives funding to Locd Educaion
Authorities to provide free part time early education for
three and four yea olds. Day nurseries, pre-school
playgroups and independent schools are able to provide
five free sessions (a session is dassified as 2 ¥2 hours)
per week for three and four year olds.

If you would like further informaion and advice on
finandd hdp towards the costs of childcare then cdl
Childcare Outlook, the Children® Information Service
for Shropshire on 01743 254400 or email
childenre outlook @shropshire-cc.gov.uk  Childcare
Outlook is a free and impartid sevice tha has been
established to help you as a parent or carer mak e the best

use of childcare and children® services in your area.
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Dear Editor...

Received @ our web page - www.ellesmere.info/
news

Have found your site quite by accident and feel you
may be able to help with my seach. | amn looking
for abook on Codkshutt written by alady who lived
in Shrewsbury Rd Cockshutt, she had a disabled
daughter | think. | seemto renember he name was
either Mrs Hubbert , or Herbert or smilar. It was |
believe about the village and maybe even its
occupants, and would have been written around the
early to mid 1980@ If you know of the existence of
such abook, any information asto how | could get a
copy would be much appreciaed.

Must say how much we enjoyed reading the account
of vidtsto the old Argyle Theare Birkenhead by
Charlie Edwards. | was born in Birkenhead and my
father often spoke about his viststo thethedre, |
think as a child | can remember a sad wrecked
facade of the old place like so many relics from the
wartime bombings.

Yoursfaithfully

| am currently researching the Home family, some
of whom lived in Hadnall, Shropshire inthe 1800@
John Home (s), his wife Jane and their son are all
buried in the same grave in the churchyard. |
understand tha Richard Home was the publican &
the Saracen® Head & one time Any informaion
about thisfamily would be much appreciaed.

If you haveany information for these
correspondents, please send it in.

Thank you for sending us the Mere News. We look
forward to getting it -my husband was 96 yea's old
on September 271, He cannot gt abou very well
and he can’'t write poems like he used to, hishands
are very weak, he likes ‘Poas Corner’ page. | see
Ellesmere Camival is back again. Wha memories
thet brings back for me. It was the highlight of the
year. | was quite young; | amnow 86 yearsold. We
used to march behind the band, up Whaf Road to
the meadow, by the canal. Thefair used to bethere—
hobby horses @c. | was in a dancing troupe, we all

dressed the same and waved pom-poms, my favourite
tunethe band played was ‘ Colonel Bogey’ to marchto.
Happy daysthose were, will they ever come back? Best
wishes and Good L uck

Y ours Sncerely

Longsight

Manchester

Asfairly frequent vistorsto Ellesmere, my wife and |
would like to say how much we enjoy the friendliness
of the people of your beautiful Market T own. We look
forward to each visit with considerable pleasure andto
reading each new issue of MereNews. Thepeople of
Ellesmeremust surely know how fortunaethey are.

Yours Sncerely

Harrogete
N Yorkshire

The Guild met on 15" October for a brief AGM, followed
by a most interesting tak "Recreaing Tudors' given by
Sash Thursfidd. Sarah makes replica costumes for
historica re-enactments, and is a fount of knowledge about
the practicdities of period dress. She reminded us that the
Tudor period was a long one, encompassing much change.
The early part of the century was influenced by King Henry
VIl and the lavish garments worn a court; women® dress
was plain a thistime

When Queen Elizabeth | came to the throne her court dress
was lavish and grand, leading to the growth of specidist
trades people making lace, gold wiring, and daborae
buttons. Sarah showed us samples of clothing worn by
ordinary people and children, including the many layers
which made up each costume. The climax of the tak was
dressing the mode in the dress of agrand Elizabethan lady,
showing the boned petticoat, fathingde lace ruff and
collars, detachable embroidered sleeves and velvet gown.

Mestings take place in the Memorid Hal a 7 30. New
members are welcome,

Dee Highfield
01743 741103

.

\ Why didthe golfer wear an
| extrapar of trousers?
|| Incasehegot a holein one
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POetry Cor NEI" wmrspFeond

W e ve heard so many complaints‘aired’ naionadly
about the bad experiences of Double Glazing customers-
pressure sa esmen, shoddy work taking weeks to put
right etc., that when | found dl firms weren’t the same,

Nine merry P.C.s getting beer on the slate, One drank a drop
too much and then there were eight.

Eight merry P.C.sTHOUGHT they were in heaven, But one
got toojolly warm and then there were seven.

Seven merry P.C.s upto "no good tricks", One got abit too
clever, and then there were six.

Six merry P.C.s, got uptojigand jive, One lost his baance
and then there werefive.

Five merry P.C.s actudly laying down the law, One got
pulled up himself and then there were four.

Four merry P.C.s redly full of glee, One couldn®stop
laughing then there were three.

Three merry P.C.s, al dressed intheir blue, One lost his
hemet and then there were two.

Two merry P.C.s, went out in thesun, One went o@r the
horizon and left found it fun, Abandons the Police Station
and then only one.

One merry P.C., nolonger there were - NONE.

Hear, hear!

My friend’ s just got a hearing ad,
A usdful littleitem.

Now we only say things ONCE,
Instead of ad infinitum.

My friend’ s now got a hearing aid,
Shefinds it such a boon,
But now only taksin whispers,
So | think I’ll get one SOON!

A\ /

~
w“——b———

v Wha canyoumaketha 7
\ cannot be seen? |
\

| was inspired to write this little ditty.
Odeto our D/G. Ftters.

W€ vejust had double-glazing in,
T here were two men on the job.
W e thought it would take AGES, but
T hey were better than Builder Bob.

They first of dl unloaded,
T here was such alot of gear.
But soonitwas al sorted, and
T hey placed each new frame near.

So when they knocked the old ones out

And chopped masonry from the edges,
They’ d then got each one handy for —
Fixing window frames and |edges.

Q
3D
n

It seemed team work was essential,
Each man his part to play,
By teatime so much work was done
And al rubbish cleared avay.

Next day they came just after nine,
T he old doors to replace,
Old ones out and new onesin -
They worked at such a pace.

It wasn't dl, there were other jobs,
But they set to with awill,
T he whole lot done withintwo days-
So now, we d better pay theBILL!!!!

Croesnewydd Hdll
Wrexham T echnology Park
Wrexham LL13 7YP

Te: 01978 290694, Fax: 01978 263452

email: smithgrant.co.uk

This page is sponsored by SMITH GRANT Environmental Consultancy
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Memories of Summer’s past and.........

Summer in the Park

W e went for another wak in the park,
Just for our exercise,
But what we found when we were there
W as such anice surprise.

It was aredly lovely Sunday,
“Sun”day living up to its name.
A beautiful summer afternoon —

Of very old-fashioned fame.

Going on towards the wood,
On this early day inJune,
We could hear the birds a-singing,
Like an orchestrain tune.

T he sun shining through the branches
Of the blossoming conker trees,
Spread alacy curtain on the path

With shadows of the | eaves.

T here were millions of daisies in the grass,
W€ re so glad they weren’t mown down.
They shone like jewel s in the sun,

W e could have used them for a crown.

A picture of the church in view
Between the varying shades of green,
Old cedar trees and Mulberry —
Were dl there to be seen.

T he pink blossom on the smaller trees,
And the Redwood trees so tall,
Rhododendron buds were peeping thru’
Such pleasure to see them all.

T he water too was shimmering,
Iris growing round the Mere,
Thelily pads were like floating plates,
W aiting for their bloomsto appear.

So everything' s full of promise,
On thislovely, lovey day.
Let’ s make the mog of dl of it,
Before the Winters grey.

Fred D@guiar is an American poet who has written
a series of poems about Ellesmere. You can enjoy
the whole set a www.mythstories.com/daguiar.html

......also Autumn!

Autumn Days

Oh! to bein Autumn
In the days of yore,
WE d had last rose of summer
And couldn’t ask for more.

Oh! to bein Autumn

In the days gone by.
Cooler winds acoming, but
Still brightness in the sky.

Oh! to bein Autumn
In the days of old.
When the leaves of green turned
Gently into red and gold

Oh! to bein Autumn
Before Globa Warming myths.
Some pleasant days of sunshine

After early morning mists

Autumn now has greatly changed
We have such alot of rain.
Perhaps tomorrow will be better-
No! it’srain, rain, rain again.

ELLESMERE Fred D@guiar 2004

Robin of Shropshire
A fish out of water
H2 minus his O

C O missing his 2

The moon at the bottom of awel|
T he sun streaming through the eye of a needle
An estuary in the veined leaf of a hand

Robin of Shropshire
Out of his dement

A duck in astew
Yeast in an antibiotic

El Dorado in alitre bottle
Mount Vesuvius on a Petri dish
Thelibrary a Alexandriain a Chinese cookie

Robin of Shropshire
Shrewsbury’ s Ali Baba
Ellesmere s William Tell
History’ s Holy Grail

The children heard in awaterfdl
The ocean in aconch shdl
T he milky way ina cereal bowl

This page sponsored by William and Nancy Gordon, Longsight, Manchester
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RED LION COACHING INN

Church Sreet, Ellesmere
01691 622632

Homely B&B
Function and M eeting rooms
Food served Noon—=8.30pm daily
Quiz Nite—Sundays & 8.30pm

www.dlesmereinfo/redlion

A.J. SUMNER & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Proprietor: Paul Sumner

For aPersona and Caring Service

Private Chapel of Rest
24 Hour Service

Coronation Cottage
Criftins
Nr. Ellesmere
SY12 9LN

Tel 01691 690328
or
01691 623726
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Picasso on Tour
The 31 prints of animals, birds, insects and other
creaures, conddered to be one of the atist’s mog
important graphic productions, will be opento the public
a the Qube Gallery in Oswestry from Monday 18
October to Friday 7 January 2005.

The series combines a wide variety of tedhniques
including lift-ground aquatint, e.ching and drypoint and
was eventually published in 1942.

Qube's Arts Development Officer, Jo Davis, negotiaed
the tour withthe curaors of London's Hayward Gallery:
“These are images of grea clarity, immediacy and beauty
which should appeal to peopleof all ages.”

Admisson tothe gallery isfree andthe openingtimes are

Monday to Friday, 11lam to 4pm, Saturdays 10am to
lpm.
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Ellesmere and District
go for funding

Local people in Ellesmere are s to see their town
and surrounding areas bendfit from regeneraion
funding. This follows approval by the regional
development body Advantage Weg Midands of an
action plen for the area. Funds of up to £500,000
can now be mach funded over the next three years
for projeds which will help with the economic
regeneraion of the town and provide a welcome
boost for thewhole area.

The action plan follows much consultetion and hard
work during the year, especially ove the lag few
months, to arrive & anumber of projeds. Deails of
these will now be developed further, for athree year
Funding for the fird yea projeds
should become available in
March/April next year.
People wanting to know
more about the projeds
and how they can get
involved, are asked to
contad David Taylor,
Ellesmere Adion Plan
Manager. e-mail:

progranme

~Where doesT azan
buy his clothes?
At a jungle sale

How do you make an apple
puff?

Chaseitroundthe garden a
few times.

What do you call just married
spiders?
Newly-webs.

Tuner: |®e come to tune your
piano.

Mr Smith: But | ddn®send
for you.

Tuner: No, your

neighbours did. f%
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600 YEARSAGO WHEN ELLESM ERE M EN SUPPORTED
OWAIN GLYNDWR

On 27" of Septamber
1404, exactly six
hundred years ago, King
Henry 1V md with his
Council a Tutbury
Castle and among other
things considered was
the case of John
Kynagon of The Sodks,
near Ellesmee. At abou
the same time at
Machynlleth in 1404
Owain Gyndwr, the
great Welsh pdriot and
visonay, creded his
firg Parliament (othes
were planned for
Dolgellau, Harlech and
Pennal). It was here, &
Pennal, that he
concluded his aliance
with the French king, and it was heretha he revived
the ancient dream of his people: British rule of the
whole idand. Its impad upon the Welsh was to
remindthem of past glories andto inspirethem with
hopes for the renewal of their heritage.

When the long awaited revolt finally materialized,
Owain Gyndwm took adventage of the mythical
traditions of his people: his banna was tha of the
Red Dragon, the old symbol of vidory of Briton
over Saxon. He seized his opportunity in 1400 after
being proclaimed Prince of Wales by a small group
of relaives and supporters a& his manor a
Glyndyfrdwy near Llangollen. One of these was
John Kynagon of the Socks, brother-in-law to Sr
David Hanmea of Batisfield whose daughter,
Margaret, had married Owain Gyndwr in Hanmer
Church. Ta&king advantage of the king' s absence in
Scotland, Owain, with a amall force hagtily gathered
together, caried out a surprise atack on Lord
Grey’s castle & Ruthin. They entered as the gaes
of the town were opened at dawmn and surged
through sdting fireto everythingtha would burn.
The same fae befell the other English boroughs in
northeas Wales Denbigh, Rhuddlan, Flint,
Harwarden and Holt. They proceeded along the
border from Cheder reaching Oswmestry on
September 2209 1400 now joined by bhn Kynadon
“arrayed in horse and armour for war and a
companion, William Hunte likewise “ arrayed with a
shield , sword, bow and arrows’ . Here they s fire
to the suburbs of thetown, and it isthought tha this
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Oteley where Owain Gly n Dwr and John Ky raston rendezvoused

event is preserved in the name ‘Patre Pogh’,
the Burnt Hamlet. Lacking the siege equipment
needed to dtack the cadle they proceeded
southwards towards Welshpool where they seat
fire to the town before being heavily defeaed
on the banks of the River Vyrnwy north of
Welshpool by Hugh Burnell, a Shropshire
landowner.

At first, it seemed tha Owan was
attempting morethan he could handle. Hisraids
upon the English boroughs were easily repulsed
and his supporters scatered. The ezaesof both
Owain and the Hanme's of Bdtisfield were
confiscaed and given to the king's reldives.
John Kynagon was indicted in the Court of the
King's Bench with aiding and abetting the
rebellion of Owain Gyndwr. He had been seen
in ‘war-like guis & a number of places
including Oswestry, which evidently was at that
time ousde the jurisdiction of English law
because Kynagon's plea to this effed was
upheld. However Kynaston was imprisoned in
Windsor Castle untii a number of his
supporters, including the lord of the manor,
raised £100 bail. The indidment was then
changed to include Oteley, a place tha,
although ove the border, was not one where
Kynagon, athough he had rendezvoused here
with Glyn Dwr, had brokenthe law. His plea
was again upheld A manuscript in the
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Shropshire Archive gaes tha the boundary of
Waleswas at tha timemarked with adone onthe
Oswestry road threemilesout of Ellesmere

Repressive measures underteken by the new king
Henry, however, and the penal legidation of 140l
tha furthe redrided Welsh civil rights & the
expense of English sdtlers gave Owain the
support he had previoudy ladked. On March 10th
Henry, the English Prince of Wales, lae Henry V
of Aginocourt fame pesuaded the king to grant a
pardon:

“to all the King's ligges for all treans and
insurrections, except Owyn Glendowrdy, Rees ap
Tudour, Wlliam ap Tudour and those who have
been captured, detained in custody or perssted in
rebellion”. On May 10% this padon was
extended to, “the men of Oswestryhundred in
Wales' and the following week to “ themen of the
lordship late of John Lord Lestrange of Knockyn
decd. Of the Hundred of Ellesnere in Wales”
Interegingly both Oswestry and Ellesmere are
firmly placed in Wales by the English officialson
thisoccason.

In addition Owain, a dired descendant of the
princes of Powys, was linked to theold prophesies
by the Weldh bards, including lolo Goch. lolo,
while praisng the civility and order found &
Owain® court a Sycharth in the parish of
Llandlin near Osnestry a expressed his
paron® deep ressntment a his disnheritance by
the English. The London Paliament condemned
the rebellion of the Welsh as a peasants revolt,
ya it aso recognized the importance of the
prophetic element, influenced by divinaions and
magic. It wastrue tha Owain received a great deal
of his support from the peasantry, but the come
that gopeared in 1402 was seen by the Welh as a
sgn of their fothocoming deliverance from
bondage as well as one tha proclaimed the
appeaance of Owain. His magnetic personality
electrified and galvanized the people of Wales,
grengthening their amies and inspiring their
confidence. Even the weahe was favourable to
his ambitions.an entry in Annales Henrici Quarti
of 1402 reads as follows:

“ &[Glyndwr] almost destroyad the King and
hisarmies, by magicasit was

thought, for from the time they entered Wales
to thetime they left,

never did a gentle air breathe on them, but
throughout whole daysand

nights, rain mixed with snow and hail
afflicted them with cold beyond

endurance.”
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By 1404, all had gone well
with the Welsh rebellion: it
seemed as if the long-awaited
dream of independence was
fast becoming a reality: three
roya expeditions against
Glyndwr had failed; he held
Harlech and Aberydwyth;
had extended his influence as
far as Glamorgan and Gwent;
was receiving support from
Ireland and Scotland; had,
through his embassies
Gruffudd Yonge, his
chancellor and John Hanmer, his brother in law,
formed an dliance with France; he had been
recognized by the leading Welsh bishops and had
summoned a parliament & Machynllegh where he
was crowned as Prince of Wales. It didn® seem
too ambitious for Owain to believe that, with
auitable allies, he could help bring about the
dethronement of the English king. T hus he entered
into a tripartite aliance with bhn Kynadon's
grandfather, the Earl of Northumberland, and
Henry Mortime (who maried Owain® daughter
Catrin) to divide up England and Wales between
them. After all, mog Welshmen and many
Englishmen thought Henry 1V had fasely
obtained the crown, and they welcomed armed
rebellion againg him. Had this agreement come
into dfed mog of Shropshire (including
Ellesmere and digria) Herefordshire and
Worcestashire would have become part of
Owain’s principality of Wales. Hoping tha the
Welsh Church ocould be made completely
independent from Canterbury, and tha their
appointmentsto bendfices in Wales be given only
tothose who could speak Welsh, Owain was ready
to implement hiswish to s& up two universtiesin
Walesto train naive civil servants and clergymen.
Owain st ou his ambitions in his famous
“Penna” late to the King of France. It was at
Pennal, nexr Machynlleth, tha Owain wished to
establish his‘chapel royal’ as aroyal peculiar i.e.
under his direct control raher than tha of the
diocesan bishop. Ironically John Kynagon of the
Socks had founded and built a chapel &
Welshampton in 1391 for which he had negotiated
‘freechgpel’ daus.

Owain Glyn Dwr
fromhisgreat seal

Thenthe dream died. Owain® Paliamatt was the
very lagt to mea on Welsh soil, the last occasion
tha the Welsh people had the power of ading
independently of English rule. From such a
promising beginning to a naional revolt came a
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disappointing concluson, even more upsdting
because of the speed & which Welsh hopes aumbled
with the failure of the Tripartite Indenture. Henry
Percy, (Hotspur) John Kynagon’s negphew, was killed
at the Batle of Shrewsbury, and the inaeasing
boldness and militay <ills of Henry® son, the
English prince of Wales, beganto turn thetide againd
Gyndwr. Among those killed was Madoc Kynagon
of Socks, the fahe of John Kynaston and Hotspur’s
brother-in-law. His coa of ams is among those
preserved in Batlefield Church, Shrewsbury, to this
day. Hotspur's faher, John Kynaston's grandfather,
the old Duke of Northumberland, made his peace with
the king only to lead enather revolt in 1405. Owain®
friend and supporter, Louis of Orleans, was
assassinated, and because of subsequent anachy in
that country, his French allies could nat sustain their
support and withdrew their forces from Wales. The
English took prisoner Owain’s other main aly, the
Scottish king.

Owain’s power in Wales, hardy affeded by the
defeat of the Percies, was srengthened ealy in 1404 by
the capture of the caglesof Harlech and Aberyswyth.
During the gring and summer the Welsh raided the
border counties leaving atrail of burnt villages and
mills and fleeing tenants. The dtuaion in west
Shropshire and Powys was such tha the government
had no option but to allow the affected communitiesto
conclude treaies with the Welsh. Indeed the whole
community of Maelor Saesneg was reported to have
become “rebels before the feast of St. Peter (Aug.1st
1403)". This included the sea of the Hanmers a
Bettisfield and amost certainly Welshampton and
Ellesmere, which were under the gewardship of John
Kynagon of the Sodks. Indeed 40 marks owed to John
Kynagon by one Henry Savage were forfeited to the
king on Jan28" 1404, *“on account of his
insurrection” . This financial pressure on John
Kynagon was increased a few weeks later when, “the
lands of John Kynaston within the hundred of
Ellesmere and Hamptonswoode, worth 20 marks
yearly, in the king’ s hands on account of the rebellion
of the said John” were granted to one Richard Laken,
“because he was prepared to ride to resst the Welsh
rebels without any reward and they in their lagt ride
burnt and dedroyed 40 marks of his rent and took
beasts and goods to the value of £100”. This may
provide the reason why someime in the summe of
1404 John Kynagon made his peacewith theking who,
on Septamber 27%, issued a pardon “for all treans,
insurrections, felonies and misdeeds committed by
him”. By 1408 his land had been restored to him and
he had resumed his earlie office as $eward of Maelor
Saesneg and Ellesmere.

A sixth expedition into Wales undertaken by Prince
Henry retook much of the land cgotured by Owain,
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including many draegic cadles. The boroughs with
their large populaions of "stlers” remained English
in any casg and by the end of 1409, the Welsh
rebellion had dwindled down to a series of guerrilla
raids led by the myderious figure of Owain, whose
wife and two daughters had been cgptured & Harlech
and teken to London as prisoners. Owain’s lagt bhig
raid was in 1410 when he suffered a heavy defeat in
Shropshire and three of hisleading men were captured
and executed. Maelor Saesneg, the detached portion
of Flintshire the home Owain’s wife and which had
been the fird to support him, was the lag to submit.
Owain himself disappeared and was not heard of
again: not even the large reward offered by the
English government induced anyone to betray him or
the pardon offered in 1415 by Henry V enticed him to
appea. In the words of Prof. Rees Davies, “Even in
defeat he retained their loyalty: his cause might be
logt, but he himself never formally surrendered and,
even more sgnificant, was never betrayed. He passed
from the annals of history diredly into legend.”
Accordingto an anonymouswrite in1415," Very many
say that he [Owain Glyndwr] died; the wise men say
that he did not." There has been much speculation as
to hisfaeand much guessing asto wherehe ended his
final days and was laid to res. Asfor John Kynadon
of the Socks, because burials did not conmence & the
chapel he founded at Welshampton until 1666, we can
say with areasonable degree of ceatainty tha he was
buried at Ellesmere

This article is a resumé of a chapter from an
unpublished manuscript on Ellesmere and the
Welsh Princes by Chrigopher Jobon©

ELLESMERE DAIRY PENSIONERS
CLUB

We meet once a month a Ellesmere Town Hal. The
mesetings are opened by Mr Eric Davies ( Chairman). In
June we had anice day out a Llandudno. In July we had
a minutes silence for a very vauable member Miss
Dorothy Evans. Our entertainment for the last 3 months
has been Bingo, a film of Ird and which was shown by a
member Mr Derek Jones and his friend Mr Wilf
Everson, and Poetry Reading.

We have tea and biscuits which have been provided by
Mrs F. Wilkinson, MrsP. Lawrence, Mrs R.Chez, MrsP.
Wilson, Mrs J Roberts, Mr& Mrs Stevens and Mr &
Mrs W ford.

We dso have adraw which was taken care of by Mrs D.
Scott, Miss D. Sproston and Miss O. Sproston.

In September we had an outing to Leicester Mark et.

We have had 2 new members Mrs J. Jones and Mrs P.
Slawson.
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dnce we moved to Dudleston Heah, about seven
years ago, | have been driving down to Ellesmere mod
mornings, mainly to pick up our newspapers and, mog
mornings, | have seen a jackdaw scratching about
under the hedges of the houses & the end of Cae
Goody lane. This jackdaw was easily recognisable,
having a damaged left wing, making flight impossible.
| haven't seen this jadkdaw now for several weeks, so|
can only assume tha the bird has me its end, a ca
perhapsor acar?

| wonder how long ahealthy jadkdaw would live in the
wild? An injured one has certainly lived for
morethan sevenyears. A triptothe refeence

section of Ellesmere Library might give me

the answer.

Our trusty Hoove conked ou and we were
persuaded to buy a Dyson as a replacement.
The Dyon is, without a doubt, a very
efficient machine however, because of the
design (everything fesooned abou the body
of thething) it isnot all tha conveniet for
getting into cornersor along edges of rooms.
The flexible pipe ends in a threefoot
aluminium tube.

Our bathroom is very tiny, about sx feet
sguare and the combinaion of a small space
a large awkward man and an inflexible pipe
on the end of the cleaner is not an ideal
stuation.

| was using the cleaner behind the bathroom
door, trying to untangle the pipe; | heard a
change in the note from the cleaner' s motor. |
looked to see wha had happened — | had
caught the trailing end of thetoile roll inthe
nozzle and the trangparent tank wasfilling up
with pink paper andthetoile roll holder was
spinning at about 2,000 RPM.

| read Frank Muir’'s atobiography recatly.
For anyone interested inthe early daysof TV
light entertainment, it was a very good read
and would be a good read for anyone with an
intereg in the post war yearsto present day.
He quotes a poem, which | fird heard in the
1940’ s and, with the festive season upon us, it
might serve asawarning to anyone who over

indulges — here goes.

One evening in October, when | was far from sober,
And dragging home a load with lonely pride

My feet began to stutter — so | laid down in the gutter,
And a pig came up and parked right by my sde.
Then | warbled, “ It sfair weather , when good fellows
get together,”

‘Till a lady, passing by, was heard to say,
“You can tell a man who boozes,

by the company he chooses.”
Then the pig got up and dowly walked away!

g
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“ A good listener is not someone who has nothing to say. A good ligener isagoodtalker with a sorethroa.”

Katherine Whitehorn

“My sartorial gppearance wastha of an unmade bed.” Dylan Thomas

“ A bore is someone who persgdsin holdinghis own views after we have enlightened him with ours.”

Malcolm S Forbes

“Nobody can be exactly like me. Even | havetrouble doingit.” Tallulah Bankhead

“ My grandmother took a bah evey year, whehe sheneeded it or not.” Brendan Behan

“ Peoplewho are hard, grasping and alway's ready totake advantage of their neighbours become very rich” .

GeorgeBernard Shaw

“ 1 took a course in speed waiting. Now, | can wait an hour in only ten minutes’ Steven Wright

Drugs Problem in Ellesmer e?

A meding organised by the Shropsire Drug Action
Team and the North Shropshire Community Safety
Partnership Drugs Working Group was held recently in
Ellesmere, with local community representaions. The
meding was chaired by Dr Grahame James of
Shropshire County Council with presentaions by the
Police, Drug Action Team members, Youth Workers

and local people.
The Facts

Sgt Guy Clamp, of Ellesmee Police, described the
perceived problem in the area, and how action is being
teken to counteradt this. The total crimes recorded
were :-

in 2000, 341 - noneof these recorded as drug offences
in 2001, 268 of which 8 were drug offences;
in 2002, 357 of which 8 were drug offences;
in 2003, 354 of which 8 were drug offences.

This yea, of 140 crimes recorded so far, only 2 were
drug offences. Or put ancther way—Iless than 2% of

crime involved drugs.

Drug offence is classfied as supplying or usng Class
A or Class B drugs.

Thereality of the stuation istha in Ellesmerethee is
no more of aproblem than in any othe community.
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The Good News is tha proadive policing is
resulting in the arest and convidion of people
supplying drugs. Sop and Search parols ae used and
there iswork going on in the community such as Shop
Ban Shemes and raisng drug awareness in schools

throughthe Key Sage 2 STAR Progranme.

Treatment

Much work is being done with the Treatment of Drug
Users and Ellesmere Medical Pradice will gart a
shared care service in the Auumn so tha users will
get treament locally ingead of having to travel to
Osnestry and Shrewsbury. Jon Adon, Substance
Misuse Commissioning Manager, outlined work done
and improvements made with regardto waitingtimes.

Ruth Hemmings, Drugs Outreach Worker for North
Shropshire is working with young people who ae
vulnerable and mog & risk. She works closely with
Sonham Housing and the local Youth Worker Lyn
Taylor. Work is also being done in local schools to
tacklethe problem with aPeer -Parent Project.

The group also heard from a local user receiving
treatment, members of the family and from a member
of the community who told how their community had
tackled the housng and re-sdtlemet of a drug
misuser in their area and how they were working in a
postive way to help the person with renabilitaion.
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by Gill Eleftheriou

As agadener, | approach Christmas every year in the hope
that a coveted book will find its way into my presents.
Unfortunately, unless hints have been correctly interpreted,
any books which arrive rarely coincide with my wish lig!

So many titles are published just in time for the Christmas
market, but most are glossy coffee table floss with little
substance and a hefty price tag. Fine to glance through but
of little lasting use or interest. So, what to gve a gardener?

A gardener®@ favourite books are rather different - those
which will stand the test of time, becoming well-thumbed
over the years, useful to dip into for information and advice
or to read over and over again for pure pleasure.

The first bookshe f essentid is a good al-round reference
book. Severd ae published by the Roya Horticultura
Society (RHS), dthough | must admit that my persond

Garden* for those deding with diffi cult conditions
Graham Stewat Thomas® classic Perennial Garden
Plants, The Art of Planting and The Rose Book,** the
last a compilation of his three acclamed works on the
subj ect

Penel ope Hobhouse® The Country Gardener,** one of
her earliest and best.

As yet | have not mentioned areference work on vegetables.
As akeen grower over severd decades, | have, on reflection,
reeped most of my knowledge from my eders and peers.
Firstly from my father when helping him as a child, then the
kindly pensioner on the adjoining dlotment by the
millstream in our Hertfordshire village during the 1970s
more recently from villagers - countrymen whose experi ence
far exceeds my own. But one book to refer to is dways
useful and my guide has been The Vegeaable Garden

choice is The Reada® Digest New
Encyclopaedia of Garden Plans and
Flowers. | find it easy to use with plantsin
aphabeticd order and hdpful notes on
growing conditions, propagation, pruning,
pests and diseases.

Although coverage of plants is not fully
comprehensive, any more information
would make the dready large volume too
unwiedy to handle. My answer is to back it
up with reference books on aess of
particular interest. One which has come to
my ad over the decades is Arthur Hellyer®
Garden Shrubs, the antithesis of trendy
modern publications with the text illugrated
by only theodd photograph or line drawing.

M ore recent examples include the excdlent publications by
Phillips (a photographer) and Rix (a botanist). They
combine pages of good comparative photographs with
crucid information on the origins of plants, their growing
requirements and hardiness. The reasonably priced ftitles
include Perennials Vols 1& 2, Shrubsand Bubs.

For the serious gardener, Hansen and Stahl® Perennials
and Ther Garden Habitats is a key reference work. The
English translation, published by Cambridge University
Press, is rdatively expensive but is available in Ellesmere
library for those wishing to borrow it or to have a preview
before making a purchase.

Other useful reference books which | have (or would like to
see') on my bookshef include:
Christopher Lloyd® classic The Wdl Tempered
Garden,* full of unique tips gained from his lifetime of
hands-on experi ence, written with style and panache
Jill Billington® Colour Your Garden,* a recently
published guide for those who enjoy exploring the
impact of colour
Beth Chatto® inspirationa books The Dry Garden,**
Gravd Garden, Damp Garden* and Woodand
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Displayed, a simple but effective little
paperback from the RHS.

A more up to date dternative could be
Joy Larkcom@ impressively
comprehensive Grow Your Own
Vegetables*, which succeeds without
the need for glossy pictures of a
cabbage or whatever. This one should
stay the course.

Moving on, a number of books come
into the purdy a good read again and
again category, just interesting, witty
and pertinent. Topof my listis Lloyds
In My Garden, swiftly followed by the
writings of Margery Fish and Vita

Sackville W est.

[t® interesting to see how many on this list are timeess
classics, the work of lifdong gadeners. Severd have
recently been reissued, for the benefit of anew generation of
gadeners. They could well appreciate one as a Christmas
gift.

Failing the courage to choose a book as a gft, a gardener
would appreci ate membership of a rdevant society. Top of
my list is the RHS, which includes free entry to a number of
gardens, reduced tickets to shows, an excdlent free advice
service and free seeds in addition to a monthly magazine.
Closdly following is HDRA, the organic organisation, aso
with a free advice service, free admission to sdected
gadens, a quatelly magazine plus an atractive 10%
discount off the seed catdogue. HAPPY CHRIST MAS!

* T hese books can be found on the shelves a Ellesmere
Library.

** T hese books can be found on shelves in other Shropshire
Libraries. Staff a Ellesmere will be pleased to request them
for you.
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(Thora, Eva and I sabel born of Alan and Fanny Blayney)

After visting my sster Isabel & brother in law Ray, we
once moretalked abou our childhood and eventstha
took place during tha time we decided to write some
of this down before we got too old to remember, so
down memory lane we go.

Born & Sarbridge on a small holding and tenants of
Lord Brownlow (mother was not too keen on him,
because he had escorted Wallace Smpson to France
and she was not seen to be respected by anyone except
the late Duke of Windsor)

Our fields were on the Grange Road where Fabdec is
now sStuated, as children we were expededto help with
the Harvest and Dad had small rakes made for us so we
were able to tumn and put the hay into haycocks before it
was collected and stored. Each day we delivered alarge
basket ocontaining cheese, bread, spring onions and
celery with large pot casks collected from the local pub,
to givethe workforce sustenance.

During the bad winter of 1947 Isabel and | usedto teke
the dedge from Sparbridge up the Grange Roadto bring
down some small bales of hay and straw, | recall tha
the snow was as high as the hedges and it was nearly
six weeks before lorries could get through with proper
corn for the cows, | can gill see my Dad crying when
the firg lot of food got through, and him calling to the
cows"it®nearly hee girls' and the cows clanking their
chainsin acknowl edgement.

Dad and Mum had a small reail milk round and we
three girls used to teke the milk ou in cans to the
customeas, however as we grew bigger we were
expededto carry extra cans.

Some of the children who livednear to usliked to come
to the house and get their own milk, one little boy |
remember complained to my Dad that the milk had
already been delivered to which my Dad who was a hit
of a joker said to him "next time they do tha Neville,
kick it down the steps', which may | add is exadly

what hgppened next - dear me, was father introuble.

We had about 14 cows which had to be taken by roads
tothefields, my Mum and Granny used to make them
little ocksto wear if the road had been resurfaced, the
cows were brought down to be milked & about 545 in
the moming and one moming when they were on their
way down they were mea coming over the bridge on
Grange Road by a visting Circus who had broken camp
early to move on to ancther town. There a the front
leading the wagons were two huge elephants, the cows
took one look, were terrified and ren all the way back
into the fields closely followed by my Dad until the
circus had passed.
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We atended the little tin school & the bottom of
Victoria Sred, Miss Maty the headmidress who
believed tha gnall children should have arest during
the day, made us all lie down on little coconut mas.
When we were allowed up our arms and legs were
covared by the indentaions of the weave. We then
progressed to school on the top of § Dbhn® Hill
wearing our long khaki stockings and liberty bodices
where we were met by Miss Jones who was always
very much in control and always accompanied by he
dog named T oby.

Even in those days the school was centrally heated,
however tha meant a large gove inthe middle of the
classroom, and inwinterthe aaes of milk were placed
on it to melt the ice in themilk, what ahorrid tagetha
was. | enjoyed dancing at school. We used to go down
on the old vicarage lawn and sing and danceto all the
old games like in & out the windows, the alley, alley
oh, and oranges and lemons.

We also had svimming lessons, askidswe were taught
to respedt tha large mere, we were taught where to
swim, but more importantly where not to swim.
Behind the Mere centre building was a large landing
sage Stuaed in the mere, rectangular in shgpe with
water as deep as six foot. Mr daddy (sic) Hall used to
put arope around our waigs tha was attached to a
Long pole, we were then pu in the water and told to
smim as he walked along the landing gage kesping us
afloda, believe it or not you learnt to svim.

Lots of new children came into the town a this time
due to the war, new friendships were made with the
children who came from thebig cities, many of whom
have returned to Ellesmereto vist ove the years, and
hopefully they hold fond memoriesof thetown.

Our two brothers were both soldiers, Frank on Malta
for nealy five yeas and Roy in Italy and Palegine
When Frank eventually came home his hair was
nearly white andthelocal reporter covering hisreum
assumed he was our father because of his appearance.

There was a large American camp across the mere a
Oteley with lots of soldiersboth male and female to us
Kids it was like watching a film seeing them in the
Cremome gardenswith the araes of beer suspendedin
the mereto keep it cool andthem lounging around and
enjoying the peace and beauty of the gardens, those
Americans were very good to us kids, they gave us
chooolae, chewing gum and the biggest oranges any of
us had ever seen. T hey loved British fish and chips and
Ellesmere thrived on the commerce they generaed. |
remember buying some fish and chips and one of them
toldme | was lovely and tha he would come back for
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meintenyears, needlessto sy 1@ Kill waiting!! 1!

My sider Thora who was four years older than me,
used to talk to oneof the American lads, and she gave
me he big doll asabribe in order tha | didn®tell Dad
tha | had seen hertalking to him.

Great excitement one night, when we were all woken
up by the roaring of my Dad® bull. He lived in abarn
with ancther building off it where he dept, what a
noise this animal was m&king. Dad, Mum and us kids
got up to find out tha two American soldiersworse for
drink were in the barn tryingto open the inner door.
Dad was furious and the blokes were trying to pacify
him by saying "don®report us, we could be overseas
in awar next week." My dad replied "you won®get as
far as bloody Dove if you dip tha bolt, the bull will
kill you".

The mere was all and everythingto us kids, utopia as
we lived so far from the sea. Assoon asthe Merehad
broken and it got warm we were in it, we walked
through the Cremorne gardens pag the two moors,
divided by styles and onto the Crimps a large field
opposte the Mere side. Evayone used to be thee,
adults, children, dogs, cows and we used to run down
to the water, missing the cow pats on the way,
laughing without a care in the world. Wha lovely
memories.

Thefird cup of coffeel ever tasted was at the Crimps,
| had cut my foot on some wire inthe water and Aunty
Gert Reeves gave me a cup out of her flask to help me
feel better.

As children we went to Brownies and Guides,

although Thora was expelled due to locking everyone
inthescout hut, and she often shared a laugh about it.

On the lane & Sparbridge were two wells, now filled

in, gppaently ahorse fell down one of them and they
couldn® get it out, | wonder if it is sill there. The
garden below the wall at Sparbridge really flooded one
year and no one oould get to the chickens tha were
housed there. Mr. Bellingham, Dad, and Tom Jones
had to sail across the flooded garden in a barrel (which
sank) but eventualy reached them in a tin bath,
however all was in vain as the chickens had taken
action to savethemselves and found safety in atree.

On thejundion of Talbot Sregt and Waergate Sreg
was Coates® corna $hop, they sold wonderful cakes
and our favourite mint imperials, we loved to lean on
the railing there and watch the world go by. Inthe big
house on the corner opposite lived Mrs. Davies(Brown
Owl), her husband owned the garage acrossthe road, if
we were lucky we would see lots of young people
going to play tennison the courts behindtheir house.

In Brownlow House in Church Sree lived the
Towers family, Miss ylvia Tower was |sabel®
godmother so we were invited onto the lawn looking
out tothe Mee omeimes and it was heretha | had

my first Banana, | didn®know howto peel it.

Miss Sylvia used to ride an enormous sit up and beg
bicycle with a basket onthe front, he often used to
popinto Sarbridge and Dad used to hide in the cow
house if he saw her coming, we think she fancied
Dad.

Her sister Miss Iris Tower was a missonary and on
very rare occasons she would talk abou places tha
she had vidited all over the world. Miss Sylvia lived
toaripeold age and atended all of our weddings.

More Next Time

Mrs Eva Allan

Newport
Shropshire
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Half Page sponsored by Mrs EvaAllan, New port, Shropshire

21




MereNews Issue28 Winter 2004

Memories of an Evacuee

Betty Rickerby (nee Burgess)

1939 and England was at war. My name is
Betty and | was seven yearsold, and with many other
children, | was evacuated. | reanember gdting on the
train & West Derby Sation, Liverpool. The station is
not thereanymore. | had alabel pinnedto my coa and
carried a brown pgoer bag. When thetrain stopped we
all got off a& aplace calledWelshampton. At thetime,
| thought it was a little deepy

village.

All the children where taken to
the schoolhouse. | think the
school was facing the church. |
remember a ot of people coming
and picking out the children they
liked. After a long time, there
were just three children left, two
dgers and myself who were
older than me. T here was no one

left to give us a home so the
vicar and hiswifetook usin.

They were called Mr and Mrs
Goodwin; they had two
daughters called Joyce and
Wendy, and a on Michael.

My fird night a the vicarage was
wonderful; | had a bed al to
myself. The bedroom overlooked a big garden as big
asafield. We soon found out that every vegetable we
ate had been grown in the garden. Every night Joyce
would read us a bedtime gory. | don®think anyone
had ever read me a gory & bedtime. My gran would
sing me a song but to havea book read was something
else. The firea dory Joyce read was called Black
Beauty. Wendy used to have ahorse in the dable at
the bottom of the garden. At fird, | thought tha Black
Beauty was her horse.

Joyce Goodwin ran the Brownies in the church; she
soon had us fitted ou with Brownie uniforms. |
remember when we had a church fee, we would
gather the lavender from the garden and put it in little
satin pockets, the women would sew them all around
in fancy stitches.

There was a cook who lived in & the vicarage and a
maid who came in daily. Now Mr Goodwin being a
vicar knew tha our pareits would like us to go to
mass. | remember he would teke us into Ellesmere to
our church on a Sunday, before he did his own
service, then someone would bring us back to the

Betty with other evacuees and farmer' s son
Oswedry Advertiser 3rd Jan 1940
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vicarage. The village children had their lessonsin the
moming and the evacuees in the afternoon. Reading
writing and arithmetic was all we were taught.

| spet many happy days there with the Goodwin
family. Sadly, Mrs Goodwin becameill and we were
to be moved. | remember aying | thought | would
haveto go home and may be killed in the bombing. |
was lucky a Mr and Mrs
Thomastook mein. T heir fam
was called Oakley farm and it
was facing the vicarage. T hey
had grown up daughters and a
son called Harold, about a year
or two older than me. | was 0
happy thee. | remember
playing hide and seek and
climbed thetop of the haystack
and fell off. | had sprained my
ankle, but Mrs Thomas looked
after me as if | were her own
child. | was at the fam for
about a year when my faher
brought me home | was very
unhappy for a longtime | did
write to Mrs Thomas but then
time went on and soon | had
forgotten all abou Welshampton.

The next time | went to Welshampton, it was 1945. |
was fourteen and just left school. My mother said |
could take afriend. | got my train ticke and soon |
was going back. It had been five years. Asthetrain
pulled up at the daion, all my hgppy memories came
flooding back. | rushed out of the gaion and down
the lanetothe farm. | don®know why | didn® goto
the Vicarage - perhapsthe Goodwins had l€t. | must
have surprised Mrs Thomas - de didn®know | was
coming. Anyway, she made us some tea and we
chated for a while. Then her on Haold came in. |
didn® recognize him. | felt very embarrassed. We
were both © grown up. Once we had played and
talked to each other for hours, now we never spoke,
wejust sdared d each othe.

Soon Mrs Thomas was telling me it was time | was
getting my train home. | said goodbye and kissed her,
| never saw her again. | didn® see he daughters -
perhaps they didn® live there anymore. Harold
walked us back to the staion; we were going over old
times. He asked had | seen any of the other evacuees
tha went home | told him we had moved house
because of the bombing and everyone | knew had
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moved away. He told me the village was having a
coachtripto New Brighton inthree weeks.

New Brighton was Liverpool seaside - it wasjud like
Blackpool. | arranged to mee him there. Soon the day
arrived and my friend and | took the ferry to New
Brighton. We found ou where the coach pak was.
We didn®have to wait longtill the coach with a big
sign on the window saying Welshampton pulled in.
We spat theday with Harold and someof hisfriends.
We had a wonderful day but soonthe day was ended
and it was time to go home We all promised to keep
intouch but never did.

The next timel went to Welshampton, wasin

1986 this time | went by car. | was 55 years

old. My husband took me thee with my
youngest daughter. By now, | had married

and had sx grown up children. But
somehing was always caling me back to
Welshampton. This time everything looked

s0 small. My firsg g¢op was the vicarage. |
remember a man dtting on a lage
lannmower and going up and down the field.

| ran ove to him and asked him if he wasthe

vicar, he assured me he wasn®, but was kind

enough to leé metell him | once lived in his

house. | told him tha big field he was
mowing was once a lovely garden. | triedto

tell him of all the things tha grew there and

the lay out of the garden. Once | found a dead

bird in the garden, | was so upsg. Mr
Goodwin found me a cardboard box and we

buried the bird in the garden, and had a prope funeral
for it. Then the man called his wife who was very
intereged in me and askedmeto describethevicarage
and how it looked when I lived there | went into the
kitchen. | was saddened to seethe old fire range gone
and everything was so modern.

As | wandered through the vicarage, everything was
s0 gnall. The big castle | used to live in was now
gone. | had dreamt it would still be the same. | went
over to the farm; | was disappointed, tha also had
changed. | don® think it was a fam anymore. It
looked as if it had been made into two houses. |
knocked on each of the front doors but never got an
answer. | grolled around for a while but everything
was different, so we decided to leave.

Driving down the gnall lanes, we came to a sream
and sopped. Theewasa small van, and a man selling
plants from it & the sde of the stream. We bought
some plants and | told the man | was once evacuaed
here a long time ago. He smiled and wished us a safe
journey home. | left Welshampton with al my
childhood dreamsiin tatters.
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Afte | log my husband eight years ago | went back
to college. | have done a lot of courses in creaive
writing; | gill have a long way to go. There is o
much to write about, | am now 73. | suppose al my
dear friends who looked after me as a child have
passed on, but it®never too laeto say thank youto
Welshampton. If anyone has any photographs of the
evacuees or the people | have mentioned | would love
to seethem and know how they lived dter the war
and did they remember me. If only we would have
had a video camera we could have captured the
moment.

Everyone has a story to tell—Why not share your
World War 2 memories atthe BBC web ste—
www.bbc.co.uk/mmw2

BBC WW2 People's War is a web ste dedicated
to mlleding peoplé s dories in alaging archive.
Whether you were a child or an adult, military or
civilian, & home or abroad, every gory ispart of
the Naion's higory and plays a vital part in
helping future generdions undersand the
sacrifices made by a naion & war. If you lived
through the war yourself, or have a gory about
someone who did, please contribute your gory to
the website. And if you have computer kills and
know someone who remembers those days, why

See also Shropshire Routes to Roots
at www.shropshireroots.org.uk
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The Corner House

20 High Street
Licensed

Meals served al day Tuesday to Saturday

8.30 am.b 4.00 p.m.
Wine, Beer and Spirits
served with meals from
11.00am

A No Smoking esablishment
Morning coffee until 11.45 a.m. Afternoon teafrom 2.00 p.m.

All mgor credit and debit cards accepted

Can you identify these Ellesmere characters and the year?
(Picture courtesy of Mrs Olga Curetonb printed and developed by John Tims)

Calling Ellesmere Ex-Pats

Would you like to get your next copy of ‘Mere
News' as soon as it is published? We are
prepared to post your copy directly to your
home address.

At the moment, postage costs 41p per ‘Mere News’, plus the cost of the envelope—so for 50p per

issue, or £1.50 for a year’s supply, you could be reading your Mere New s at the same time as any local
reader.
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Shropshire Wildlife Trust Ellesmere Branch

Davd Farncombe

PROGRAMMEOF EVENTS 2004 — 2005

We have arranged our programme of meaings through until July 2005. For aur
monthly indoor megtings we have invited various eakers each with an enthusiasm
for ther particular subject, and who enjoy sharing ther expertise, usually with the
hdp o ecdlent slides There are also visits to three nearby places of interest next
summer. If you have not been to any o our megtings, we hape you find somethingin
this programme that might encourage you to gveit try.

All meetings, unless otherwise stated, are hedd on thelast Thursday of each month, at theBlack Lion Hotd in Scotland
Street, Ellesmere starting at 8.00 o'clock.

Thereis a normally a charge of £1.50 to hdp cover our costs, and everybody will be very welcome at any of our
meetings — members and non-members alike.

If transport isaproblem, we can usually arrange a lift —for details or for any other enquiries about our megtings and
activities, phonethe Events organiser, Jane Farncombe on 01691 622497

25" November: AMPHIBIANSIN SHROPSHIRE Viv Gemn is the Planning and Wildlife Officer with SWT. This an
opportunity to learn abaut the varied lifestyles of thefrogs, toads and newts which can befound in Shropshires
ponds from an expert with a pecial pasion for amphibians

271 January 2005: WILDLIFE AND FARMING Sarah Faulkner is with the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group
(FWAG). She finds that most farmers are keen to hdp wildlife in ther care and her talk concerns the changes in
farming over theyears, and the possible dfects on wildlife. Sarah's work means that sheisableto gve a baanced and
knowledgeable view of what issometimes an emotive subject for conservationists.

24" February: INVERTEBRATES The ddails are yet to be confirmed, but we have lan Thompson, a local expert
naturalist, definitdy booked for thisone

31% March: CHASNG THEDAY  Wdl-known ornithologist and photographer, Keith Offord subtitles hisillustrated
talk: “Theextraordinary effect of light on birds and their behaviour”. He says that hisaimisto inform and entertain;
we aresurethat hewill agan doboth in good measure— definitdy recommended.

28N April: WILDLIFEON A HILL FARM  Yvonne Tucker together with her husband Irving run a small livestock hill
farm in the hills above Pen-y-Bont, Shropshire They have run ther farm so that wildlife has flourished, as wdl as
raising livestock in atraditional way. Yvonne tdls its story with slides. (See also details bdow o our planned vidt in
July). Thismedting ispreceded by our AGM, which shauld only last abaut 40 minutes.

26" May: FLOWERS OF THE LIMESTONE HILLS Alan Dawes, a local naturalist, leads an evening walk in the
Llyndys area; come and enjoy theflora on a lovedy May evening Detailsnearer thetime

16" June: A SHROPSHIRE DAIRY FARM David Bevan has run hisfarm, Crifting near Ellesmere as a practical
conservationist for many years. He haskindly invited usfor an evening visit, to show how a working farm and its
wildlife can berun in harmony. Rural north Shropshireat itsbest. Details nearer thetime

28N July: A SHROPSHIREHILL FARM  An opportunity to visit Bryn Uchaf, thefarm that YvonneTucker introducd

us to in April. It isworth making the visit just for the setting, 800feet up with magnificent views; plentiful upland
flowers and a varied bird population arealsoon dfer. Details o this eveningvisit nearer thetime

Please come and join us, and bring afriend
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Prize Crossword
By David Farncombe

This time many of the clues have links with
stories, poems, books, authorsor famous peopl€ s
guotes. The clues are intended to be more
draightforward than in some previous

crosswords, and younger readers might know a
least ome of the answers. | have renembered to
include the number of letters and words per clue
thistime! Apologies for omitting them lad time
Send your entries to the Editor by 31st January
2005 for a chanceto win aprize.

Across

1 Richmal Crompton'sheo (7)
4 Roo'smothe in 6 Down's cregtion (5)

7 Peformed a Covent Garden and La
Sala (5)

8 2Godhlessusevery one hesaidin@A
Chrigmas Carol® (4,3)

10 & %-- in Venice® by Thomas Mann (5)

12 Theking of theelvesin the Black Fored,
known asthe- king (3)

13 AsDigaeli asked: 21sman an £-- or an angel?® (3)

15 Wha George Washingon could not tell (3)

16 Any typeof administration or government (6)

18 To begin an action, possibly withtheenemy (6)

20 Poeicword for Earth, or course followed by the Moon (3)

22 Acronym for 2 Read only memory® (3)

23 Nought, zero or nathing (3)

25 I'mhalf ---, all for the loveof Dais/ (5)

29 From one endto theather (7)

30 Town in New England tha isthe sdting for 2The
Crucible® (5)

31 A short literary composition (5)

32 Famous author who creged 8 across (7)

Down

Virginia---, marriedto Leonad (5)

a +-- of theFlies® or @ +-- of the Ring® (4)

aQur +- Friend® by 32 Across (6)

England had eight monarchs known asthis (4,5)
The Hunchback lived here (5,4)

The author of @ Winniethe Pooh® (1,1,5)

P OO, WNPE

0 2The world must be made safefor —--° according to
President Woodrow Wilson (9)

11 To do up (eg a shoelace) (3)

14 Greek ldter goeswith1?(2)

16 Surnameof author of sailing adventure gories (7)

17 2Toz- ishuman,toforgive, divine® (3)

19 Collect £200 here each timeyou pass (2)

21 Sorytoldin short vaersesin apoem or a song (6)

24 A United football team in Y orkshire (5)

26 2+ andthe Giant Peach® by Roald Dahl (5)

28 Heme agiant up abeangalk (4)
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%W\\JWE\J\J\&\K\L\V\L\V\L\W\AEE
:\% Winner of Out & About \%
\\{\4 Crossword Issue 27 \%\4
A\ A\
W Hugh Battersby of Colemee, who
W receivesoneof our valuable prizes. Q
Y Y
N &
% We had a bumper responseto this %
¥ crossword. Thank youto all who sat ¥
¥ intheir entries. ¥
A L) N NA N NENANENANANE NS NE NS NN NN

Rag, --- and Bobtail, once favouritesof Children'sTV (3)

Answers to Out & About Crosswordb
Issue 27

Across
1.ShropsireWay 8.Races 9.Arbor 10.T ed

Match 12.Teal13.Inch 14.Animals16.Nick
19.Ambleside 20.L ettuce 21.Ctago
22.Sheepkin Coa

Down

1.Sreton Hills2.Racist 3.Postman 4.Half
timebreak 5.Roach 6.Woburn 7.Yorkshire
Pog 11.T ek 13.Is15.Lie Down 17.Castle
18.Mikado 19.A Bump
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For one of our vauable Prizes! -
Sendin your answersto the Editor by 31¢ January 2005

1.Wha special change can be made throughout this sentenceto makethe content more pleasant?
“Show thisbold Prussian tha praises daughter, daughter brings rout'

2. Rearrangethe samesix letersto form wordsto fill the blanksin this story:
Charles would some of his friendsto go carol singing, carrying oovered Christmas

garlands. Peoplewould _____ asthey sng” Nigt. T

3. How many diamondsin total arefeaured onthe cards: ace, 2, 3to 10 of Diamondsin a standard pack of
playing cards?

4. Suggest aword tha ocould correctly continue this sequence: po.

AID ’
GUESS
DEGREE

ESTATE
AVENUE

ENSE
?

5. Wha isthe leag number of pointsrequiredtowin a Beg of Three Sts tennismach?

6. Wha is 2 special about the following words?
NYMPHLY RHYTHMS?

7. Wha isrealy special abou the following sentence?
FOXY NYMPHSGRAB QUICK JVED WALTZ

8. Wha sort of pafedly ordinay human being would use his right leg to travel 20 metres further than his
left leg on an average day?

9. Wha three-digit number, when multiplied by 4 isequal to 9?

10. Forwards, thisword means ‘tensg, backwards the word means "Puddings +what isthe word?

11. There ae several very good reasonsfor designing manhole coversto be round+namethree.

12. A tripod for a camea isto be made such tha on rugged terrain, the fee can be adjustedto make the

camera level with thehorizontal. How many fed (one two or all thre€) need to be made adjustable for this
towork?

Sponsor a page of

Tothe Editor, | would liketo sponsor apage /part page* of Mae Newsby donaing £ ...
Please acknowiedge / do not acknowiedge my donaion by printingmy name (delete as gopropriate).
Cheques payable to Mere News, please.

(please forward completed forms to the Editor, Mere News * address on front cover)
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