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Welcometo Mere News No 30, Auumn 2005.

This issue marksthe gart of our eleventh year of publication. Issue No 1 was published in-autumn 1995 and
contained 18 pages, it also had a green cover, issues 2 and 3 had yellow covers. T hen, we did the publishing
ourselves.

Nowadays, of course, we produce 24 or 28 pages (multiples of four, you see, sotha we can use A3 pape to
reduce costs) and have the printing done for us, to produce the quality magazine that you, the readers, have
cometo exped.

The Mee News producionteam was out in force a theT riahlon recently. We bravedthe chilly wind to chee
onthe competitors - they needed support, especially for the snim, the water tempera ure must have been only
a few degrees above freezing point.

| was very impressed by the organisation of the event and the quality of the cleanup afterwards. Credit is due
totheteam involved.

Recently, we adopted alittle dog; a Jack Russell type black and whiteterrier and | walk her by the Mereside
several times a week along with many other dog owners, afriendy chaty bunch of people. Just have a dog
with you and you will be surprised by the number of people who will cha to you. It isonly laely tha | have
soent any time walking by the Mere Recently | have been pleasantly surprised and impressed by the
improvementsmade to the area There isaclean, had

pah right the way through with two new gates giving

easy access along the way. A lat of laurels and

rhododendrons have been hard pruned and are

shoating again fromtheir bases and several old trees

have been replaced by horse chednut sgplings.

| thank Angela Jones, Gareth Egarr and all the
members of their team for their hard work, carried out
sengtively, without too much upheaval and
disruption. Well done

SHROPSHIRE UNION CANAL SOCI ETY

Ellesmere Festival Boat Rally

Oth, 10th, 11th September 2005
Boats, Stalls, Fireworks, Hog Roast,
Brass Band Concert

All booking enquiries Tel: 0151 3361049 / 07761 739439
Tickets available from Ellesmere I nfolink, Wharf Road.

Printed by ABBEY WORKS of Shrewsbury I
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It's Curtain Up again!

I'd been entertaining since 1939, so by 1950 I'd
been doing dage work for 11 years, it also meant
that | was 18 years old and | knew tha ancther job
was on the horizon — 2 years National Service 1'd
adready been to Bold Sred, Liverpool for my
National Service medical and passed ‘A I’ and | had
made a request to go into the

RAF. Some two weeks before my

medical, | went for an audition

and passed to do a summer seaon

in Blackpool, so & lag hee was

my hig chancd! The contrad for

Blackpool dropped through the

letterbox, ready for my sgnaure

and two days after another

envelope arrived. It was marked

OHMS! It contained a railway

warrant and ingtructions to report

to RAF Cardington in

Bedfordshire. Oh Dear, what a

calamity — two letters sending me

two entirely different ways!! Wha was| to do?!

Dear old Dad phoned the Air Minigry andtoldthem
of the wonderful opportunity I'd been offered in
Blackpool. We must have made about seven phone
calls, Dad and I, but to no avail!! I was told | mug
do National Service, 2 tryingmy beg to forget the
offer of my summer season in Blackpool, | duly left
home for Cardingon to be kitted out with uniform,
kit bag and thento be poded somewhere for 8 weeks
Basic Training (‘* Syuare Bashing'). The somewhere
turned out to be No 4 School of Recruit Training &
Wilmdow in Chedire. | won’t bore readers with
Basc Training or Syuare Bashing, but it must have
worked because at our Passing Ou Parade we were
the smarted of the lot and won the cup!!

But to g bad to thisstory with a ging in the tail!
During my basic traning we al had to be
interviewed to see what we were going to do whilg
in the RAF for thenext two yeard It was during the
interview tha they discovered | was an entataine
and ventriloquist. As soon asthey found out, a car
was laid on to take me home to olled my
ventriloquig doll ‘Tony’ and al my thearical
trgppings. From then on | ettertained all thetimell
wasin the RAF. To make surethey could call on me
anytime, | was assigned to the ocookhouse as a
cook!!!

| travelled aoundto camps doing shows in Officas
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Mess, Sergeants Mess, Garrison T hedres and had a
grand time etertaining for two years. It also helped
me in gaining more experience and stagecraft. But
more about my vent doll, ‘Tony’, and | doing
National Servicetogehe in another article at a laer
date.

S let’sget badk tothisginginthetail —herett is.....
my fird poding after Basc Training was to RAF
Freckleon and where was RAF Freckleton? Believe
it or nat it was BLACKPOOL! How strange lifeis!!

S let’s go down Memory Lane once more and

remember some more names from Varigy Days A

very clever singer, dancer and comedian was a man
called Dickie Henderson and during those
Variety Daysthere were three separae comedy
double acts who were brought together quite by
accident and afterwards spent most of their time
either & T he London Palladium or The Victoria
Palace They were known collectively as ‘T he
Crazy Gang', but individually as*Jmmy Nervo
and Teddy Knox', ‘Charlie Naughton and
Jmmy Gold, ‘Bud Flanagan and Chesney
Allen’. 1 would sugges tha the talent and
expeience of these six exponeits of comedy
coveed every agped of Music Hal and
Variety!!

Naughton and Gold were two Glaswegians who
had worked together sincetheir fird stage gppeaance
at the Gasgow Hippodrome in July 1908. Nervo and
Knox had been togehea since 1919 doing a high-
speed gymnadic adt and Flanagan and Allen had been
together since their firs gopearance & The Argyll,
Birkenhead in 1931(where they fird sang
‘Underneath the Arches, written by Bud Flanagan).
But, and herés the twist, Chesney Allen left The
Crazy Gang when they reformed dter the war
because of severe arthritis, but he outlived them all,
dying in November 1982 aged 88!! As a mater of
intered, dear old Bud Flanagan passed away in 1968.
One of his lagt jobs being to record ‘Who do you
think you are kidding, Mr Hitler?, the theme for
‘Dad' sArmy. A finefinale, I think!!

Does anyone out there remember tha debonair
entertainer, Turmer Layton, born in Washingon DC,
who teamed up with Clarence Johngon in 1922 (he
was also American). The double ad continued urtil
1935 when Johnoon reurned to America and T urner
Layton continued asasingle adt.

Another wonderful name to jog memories was dear
old Hdty King, the male impesonator. She kept
working in Variety well into the 1960’s. She died in
1972 aged 89. Another adt | came aaoss was the
comedy vocaligs, Albert and LesWard. | have been
asked many times who was the comic all the other
(well, mogt of them, anyway!!) comics admired and it
seemsto be dear old Jmmy James, a madea of comic
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(Continued from page 4)

timing with that wonderful act of his‘It’sinthe Box’',
often assisted by thelae and clever Roy Castle

My wife, Olive and | mea Mike and Bernie Winters
in the bar at the Royalty Thegtre in Cheger some
years ago. Bernie Winters was full of cold and flu
and Olive, luckily, had some Aspros in he handbag,
which she gave to him. He was chaming and full of
thanks for this little bit of ‘Fird Aid — two nice
fellows and very friendly.

| am somdimes amazed how entertainment has
changed ove the yearst Now everyone seems to be
either a snger (of sorts) or aPop Group. Where are
al the magicians, jugglers, comedians double acts,
ventriloquists, anima ads, indrumetaligs, trick
cycligs, balancing ads and all the othe talents tha
made up the wonderful world of Variety and Music
Hall? | supposeto the younger generaion all tha was
‘old ha’. I'm told by some youngsterstha we older
ones ae aways saying ‘T he old days were the best’,
but 1I’'m beginning to think we are right when we say
tha about the daysof long ago.

Things were somehow happier when we could all
have anight ou a a Varigy Theare and Curtain-up
took us al to a different world for a few hours of
music and laughter.

Happy Days, Kegp Smiling -
Morenexttime

page 5

Old Tow n Hall, High Street,
Elles mere,

Freezer Centre
Domestic and Household Products
Friendly Local Shop
01691 624 498

Proud Supporters of the Emergency Services

OPENING TIMES
Mon- Thurs & Sat
9-6
Friday9 - 8
Sunll-5

by Mrs D.F.Bond.

It was after thefird of many visitstothe Orkney Idands,
which | found so delightful, it prompted meto penthe
following:-
The g¢rong March winds of Orkney
gill blow around in May,

It blows around the cottages
and blows across the bay.
It blowsthe wavesit blows the mills,
It blows around itslittlehills
But it makesthe ideslook pretty when
it blowsup all the ray.

The ooloured seas of Orkney

arerich in blue and green,
The whitenessof the surf is

just the brighted ever been.
Though scarcethetrees because of breeze,
The sweet wild flowers are sureto pleass
Andthey ma&kethe ideslook prety,

such abundance never seen.

The oottagesin Orkney are few and far between,
Guarded from the elements by wallsthickest ever seen.

The gardens are high walled throughout
to savethe plants when breezes shoi.

But fill maketheideslook prety
though adting as ascreen.

Farm animalsof Orkney are
proud and strong of girth,
They feed in green, green pagures of
Orkney sfatile eath.
The bull and cow, theram and ewe
breed naturally as families do.
The rabbits bob up from the ground
to look a theviews across the Sound
And helptheideslook prety asthey
play out onthegreen.

LittleMissMuffet, didnt Sit on atuffe,
She found it too cold and too damp.
She sat on a gool, ACos shewas no fool,
She said "at lead | will not g& cramp!

Takingtomy sse,
About thingstha go adray,
Theyrenot really hidden,
Jugt carefully Aou away .
Nothingwrongintha,
but We seek and cannat find,
Know we put it somewhere,
Just cant bringit to MIND
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In August 2004, Oswestry Advertizer reporter
David Ardill challenged himself to complete the
gruelling Elesmere Triathlon, but never realy
believed he would make it to the finish line....

Wha began asawishful - if dightly ambitious— boad,
ended up, after the hardest 2 hours and 56 minues of
my life, as ‘misson compleée.

While admittedy my mini-Grail was on a compléeely
different playing fieldto thetop portsmen and women
| was up againt — many of whom were hoping to
qualifying for the World Championshipsin Hawaii — it
was nevertheless an eoic test of my own deteminaion
and resolve.

Rewind roughly ten months - | s comfortably in a
chair in the office of the Oswestry Advertizer and
proclaimed to all presat tha, having completed the
2004 Ellesneretriahlon as part of arelay team —T eam
Ardill, made up of myself and my brothersPaul and
Rowan — | would next yea be tackling the whole
shebang myself, sngle-handedly and alond

S | embarked on atraining programme tha was more
out of enthusagtic youthfulness than any real belief
tha | could finish the 2005 event. Y d, whether relaed
tomy New Year s Resolutionto ‘ be more determined
or not, fromthemoment | uttered the words ‘1’m doing
the wholething next yea’, | knew | had no choice but
toreach tha finish line.
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- David Ardill

And reach tha finish line | did. Having aready
compeaed in o-caled ‘Sorint Trighlons (dhorter
races tha ae typically half the lengh of the
‘Olympic distance’ races like Ellesmere) and having
swotted up on various triathlon accounts, by everyone
from former Number 10 spin dodor Aladair
Campbell to elite triagthlete Michelle Dillon, | knew
what to exped and sdtled on atarge time of three
hours for my debut inthe sport.

In al honedy | wasn't too confident of crossing the
finish line in anything less than the three hours, but
part of me was just gladto be in any sort of shgpeto
be at the dart line, proud to stand shoulder to
shoulder with so many of the country’ stop endurance
athletes.

| had already ‘enjoyed apracice swvim in the mere,
accompanied by a safdy boa, yed the raceday
atmosphere combined with the ‘washing machine’
effect of kicking arms and legs of fellow competitors,
is something else and it took me a good 200 meres
just to stle into my own rhythm, five months of
serious technique-based swim training al flying
straight out of the window.

| foundthe cycle leg relaively comfortable, thanksto
numerous training sessons around the course, but
having covered 1500m of murky mere and 26.2 miles
of road on the bike, it was the run tha was thereal
killer. With aching legs and atired mind even before
| left trandtion, | could tell | was in for arough time
of it onthe fairly draightforward 10-kilometre dogleg
run, unaided by awretched blister after just 2k.

However, having already recorded my fagest swim
timeto date and with swift transtions, | found myself
with one hour, one minue and 23 seoonds to
complete the run, in order to beat that golden timeof
threehours.

57 minutes and 23 seconds laer | arossed the finish
line and despite being unable to talk, | couldn’t get
rid of the smile off my face and refused to teke off
my atracive purple finishers T-shirt for hours
afterwards.

The support | received on the day and throughout my
training was second-to-none, with 9 many people
kindy gponsoring me, with all monies going to the
Torch Appeal & the Orthopaedic Hospital. A huge
thank you to everyone who helped me every step of
the way, hopeully | will be aiming for two and a half
hours next year...Roll on 2006!

Note Thereis gill time to contribute to theTorch Appeal.
Contact Dave on dave@e lesmer eiinfo or viathe Oswestry
Advertizer Office

Page sponsored by Mr and MrsJ Fleming, Singleton, New South W ales, Australia
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CareWorkers 2005

SureCare need people like you to provide care for local people in your area. From
just afew hours a week to full time, week days, eveningsor weekends, we will pay
you well, fully train you, and provide you with auniform and excellent mileage
allowances. Don't delay, cal our Rearuitment Manager at SureCare’s Area Of-

ficetoday!

01743 851328

SureCare - Care across the UK

MYTTON MILL, MONTFORD BRIDGE, SHREWSBURY SY4 1HA




The local
online book
shop for all

your new

books

www.mer esidebooks.co.uk

No computer? No internet?
No problem-
Ring 01691 624 620 for prices
and availability

M ereside Books

The Promenade
Ellesmere, Shropshire SY 12 OPA
Tel: 01691 624 620
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RuralScapes

The many benefits of buying local food
Inthe Northern Marches we are surrounded by a variety

of producers, supplying a feast of different food and
drink. However much of the food we consume travels
long distances, often hundreds of miles to reach our
plae. Ironically it is often hard to oktain the foods tha
are produced closest to us. RuralScapes, the not-for-
profit social eterprise behind A.ocal to Osnestry , ae
working with producers to change this, making fresh,
local productsmore accessble to consumers.

Why buy local?

Buying local food has social, environmental and
economic bendfits, for example: Consuming local food
is healthie than food that has traveled long distances.
The reduced transportation lowers the levels of polluion
asociated with respiraory diseases. Local food is
generaly freshe and, as it spends less time traveling
and in storage, has improved nutrient quality. Some
researchas even believe tha eaing food from your
local environment can bood immune sygem!

Wheat is more purchasing local food can have a postive
effe@ on your community. It increases local
employment and ensures tha more money goes to the
producer raher than a disant head office or wholesaler.
This reinvesment srenghens the local economy and
brings peopletogahe either through employment or a
loca makes, farm shopsor events. Finally there are a
huge range of environmental benefits - these include
reduced greenhouse gas emissons, less packaging and
fewer large lorries on small country roads.

Where can | buylocal food?
There are already some box sthemes and farm shops in

the area and they provide an excellent range of freh
produce, if you have not done so aready vist your
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neared and see what is on offer. In addition over the
next five months RuralScapes will be working with
local producerstotrial arange ways of supplyinglocal
foodto peopleliving within the Oswestry area.

With busy lives many of us no longer have time to
shop around for foods and frequently reach for the
quickest meal options, more often than not these ae
not local. RuralScapes are changing this, making local
foods the quick and easy choice From the 9th of April
people living within 10 miles of Oswestry will be able
to have local food delivered direct to their door. T hisis
a fantagic service for people who are unable to get to
local markes, creating a hasde free way of obtaining
fresh, local produce.

For those living furthe away, pre-ordered goods will
be available for collection from rural locaions or from
Osnestry town centre a conveniernt option for people
who vigt thetown for shopping on a Saturday. You
will be able to makeordersfor food over the telephone
or ontheinternet, where information on the producers
and thefood they supply will be available.

Another great way to discover the varigy of foods
produced in this aea is & the monthly Oswestry
farmers maket or the Aocal to Oswestry’ produce
gall which, from the 9th April, will be held every
Saturday on the Bailey Head in Oswestry. Both the
farmes marke and the gall give you the opportunity
to purchase fresh produce diredt from local fams. A
wide range of produce is available including fruit,
vegetables, pies, med, cheesg fish, eggs, fudge and
honey.

For moreinformation contad Jos ah Mel drum,
Rural Scapes,
12 English Walls,Oswestry SY| | 2PATel: 01691
679683
e-mail: jos ah.mel drum @rur alscapes.co.uk

St. John the Evangelist Church, Colemere

At Colemere Church

27th, 28th and 29th August
11.00 am to 6.00 pm Daily

Enquiries 01948 710334

AFESTIVAL OF CRAFTS & FLOWERS

Oswestry Embroiderers Guild

Report on July Meding

Pa Gibson, from Caersws, showed members how to
maketiny purses using walnut shells.

The nu is halved and cleaned then wrapped in a soft
fleece and covered with a slk fabric then braids and
beads were added. All members enjoyed the hands-on
evening and went away with their own littletreasure.

The next megting will be the AGM at the Memorial
Hall, 7.30pm on September 9 followed by Richard
Box, a highly respeded and influential Artig, Em-
broiderer T eache and Author.

Visitors and new members are welcome.
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Llywelyn the Great Founder of Ellesmere Market
became Lord of Ellesmere 800 years ago

Exacly 800 years ago
Ellesmere came into
the possesson of the
greateg of the Princes
of Wales, Llywelyn
Fawr (the great) whose
legacy to our town
includes the T uesday
market and, indirecly,
the building of the
present parish church.

- The dory begins when
| Llywelyn was twenty-
* two yeas old, he

: - | defeated his uncle,
DafyddapOwam neartheestuary of the Conwy. After
a peiod of imprisonment Dafydd retired to his manor
here & Ellesmee and Llywelyn took possesson of all
his lands in Wales. He became ruler of the reg of
Gwynedd onthe deah of his cousin, Gruffudd, in 1200
and saw himself as the overlord of the other naive
rulers of Wales.

King John, the newly crowned King of England, openly
recognized the clamsof Llywelyn and by July 1201 a
treaty had been agreed between them. It seems that
King John had taken possession of Ellesmere someime
before the death of Dafydd ap Owain in 1204 and by
Michaelmas of tha year had carried out repairs at
Ellesmere Cagtle. Owain, Dafydd s son, was paid off
with 13 librates of Iand in Wawickshire in exchange
for land & Ellesmere, which the king had retained “for
his own use”. Tha ‘use’ became gpaent the
following yeax when Llywelyn maried the king's
illegitimate daughter, Joan, and the manor of Ellesmere
was given to LIywelyn asawedding gift, together with,
accordingto a legendary verson of the gory, Gelert, the
famous hound. Thus Ellesmee, if not officialy in
Wales, was once again under the dired ocontrol of a
Prince of Wales under whose drong and determined
leadership Wales was to be united as a single political
unit.

Whilg taking carenat to antagonisethe King, Llywelyn
took his opportunity to move into Powyswhen theKing
captured Gwenwynwyn in Shrewsbury and even
accompanied King John on his campaign against the
Sots in 1209. But soon John became feaful of
Llywelyn's ambitions and, dter a rendezvous at
Oswnestry, invaded Gwynedd in 1210 regricting the
prince’ s powers to the west of the River Conwy. The
result was tha Ellesmere reumned to the control of the
King and Gwenwynwyn’ sterritory was restoredto him.

Llywelyn managed to ally himself with some of King
John's most powerful enemies within England and the
barons welcomed his support in their gruggle for the
Magna Carta. It wasin May 1215 tha Llywelyn and
his amy marched into England and seized the town of
Shrewsbury, which proved to be one of the decisve
fadors tha persuaded John to seal the Magna Carta
the documant tha endirinesthe fundamental statement
of the rights of the subjects of the crown. In addition
the rights of the Weldh to their own territory and
government under their own Law were, for the firg
time formally daed. Llywelyn took advantage of the
ensuing civil war in England between John and his
noblesto seizemoretearitory in Wales.

John FitzAlan, Lord of Oswestry, sded with
Llywelyn and the Barons with the result that the King
concentrated his fury on Oswestry ariving there on
Aug. 6 1216: by the 10" August the town was
reduced to ashes. In ahigoric assembly that amounted
to a Welsh Paliament held & Aberdyfi in 1216, the
other Welsh rulers formally paid homage and swore
alegiance to Llywelyn. Thus by the time of King
John's death in 1216 Llywelyn had made himself the
de factoruler of all Wales. Urged by thePapal Legae
this fad was recognised by the English aown in the
Treay of Worcester inthe second year of the reign of
King John’'s elevenyea-old son, Henry IIl. This
secured the dominance of Welsh asthe main language
of the Principality and no doubt in such places as
Ellesmere as well. Soon after the Manor of Ellesmeae
was resored to LIywelyn and on July 2nd 1221, on the
occason of avist to Shrewsbury by the King, he was
granted the right to hold a weekly marke on T uesdayss.
Llywelyn’'s wife, Joan, as Lady of Ellesmere, granted
the town the privilege to observethe laws and cussoms
of Breteuil. Sadly the charter isno longer extant; in all
probability along with numerous other anciet
documents conceming Ellesmee and digrid, it
perished on a bonfire when Asridge House was cleared
out in 1953. Luckily the Rev. Blakeway, Vicar of .
Mary's Shrewsbury, who had access to these
documentsin the late 18C made a copy of it:

“Joan Lady of Walesto all to whom this presant
charter shall come greetings. Know all of youthat
lord Henry King of England, our brother in law,
has granted and given to us and our heirsto have a
market and free borough in our town of Ellesmere
with all liberties and free cusoms belongingto the
law of Breteudil.....etc

This privilege had firs been conferred on Hereford
and theredter to varioustowns along the Welsh border.
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According to local tradition Llywelyn's wife, Joan,
built a hunting lodge & Hanmer, the ste of which is
gill caled ‘Plas Sonneth’. Dafydd, the son of
Llywelyn and Joan was recognised by both the Pope
and the English crown as LIywelyn's lawful heir and
successor in prederence to Gruffydd who had been
born ou of wedlock. Then on 39 May 1226, Pope
Honorius 111 granted a digpensation to “ Joan, wife of
Leuwelin, prince of North Wales, daughter of King
John, declaring her legitimate” .

In 1223 Llywelyn crossed the Shropshire border and
captured the cagles of Kinnealey and Whittington.
Local tradition has it tha Llywelyn was in seach of
his wife Joan who was at tha time having an
adulterous reldionship with William de Breos, lord of
Brycheiniog. De Breos
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Gruffydd, who was known by the name “ Griffin de
Kineneston” was the fird member of the family to be
described “of Ydog” (Sodks, nea Welshampton).
Presumably the Knights Hospitaller had put him in
possession of some property here. It isthought tha
“The Soout” is derived from the Welsh word |ytty
(hogital), and tha this farm near the Socks provided
pat of the Redorial Tithes of Ellesmere. Llywelyn
seemsto havereainedthe lordship of Ellesmere for the
reg of his life and the church, privileged with the right
to hold its own individual court for the proving of wills
etc., belongedto the Order of Saint bhn of Jerusalem
until the Reformation over 300 yearslaer.

As negotiagions with Llywelyn continued Henry |IlI
faced a revolt by some of his barons, a conflid tha
Llywelyn usedto hisown advantage to gain control of
Cardigan and Builth.

was in fad hanged laer

by Llywelyn in 1230 E
“ after hehad been caught
in  Llywelyn's chamber
with the king of
England’s daughter,
Liywelyn’s wife”. The
lady Joan was imprisoned
but within a yea they
were reconciled and she
resumed her role of
intermediary between her
husband and fathe. It
was probably while he
held Whittington tha
Llywelyn managed to
obtain the advowson of
Ellesmere church.

Now in possesson of
both church and manor in
1225 Llywelyn had

Then with the support of
Shropshire and
Herefordshire marcher
lords Llywelyn's forces
devasta edthe borderland.
They burnt Clun and
Oswestry and even
attacked Shrewsbury
reducing part of the town
to athes and reurning
home with “valuable
booty contained therein” .
Afte some negatidion by
the Archbishop of
Canterbury and two other
bishops a truce for two
years was agreed and
concluded at a meding a
Middle, halfway between
Ellesmere and
Shrewsbury. In fad the

effectively made

Ellesmere an oupost of his Principality of Wales.
Shortly after LIywelyn donaed Ellesmere Church to
the Knights Hospitallers of Saint John of Jerusalem, an
Order tha had been endowed with esaes &
Dolgynwal in the upper reaches of the River Conway
and & Halston near Whittington. This was a wholly
Welsh foundation to which Llywelyn demondrated his
support in this vauable gift. Llywelyn’s charte
contains the following words.

! " #
$ "

% & Indeed one of the knights was Gruffydd
who lived at Cae Howel in theparish of Kinagzon who
came to be known as “Y Marchog Gwyllt o Gae
Howel” (the Wild Knight of Cae Howel). His son,

truce was renewed from
year to year until Llywelyn’'s deah. Inthe esimaion
of the great Welsh higorian Sr JE. Lloyd“ the pact of
Middle was a treaty of peace, the crowning
achievament of the prince’ slong and victorious career.
He fought no more battles with the Englih; he had
won for himself and for his people a secure and well-
guarded independence” .

It is surely one of Ellesmee’s greaeg claimsto fame
that it was Llywelyn the Great’s much prized piece of
Engand and his legacy is our ancient custom of
holding a market every T uesday .
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The Romans left little evidence of their presence in the
Ellesmere aea. Only a coin of Claudius Caesar was
found near the Bowling Green in the 1850s.

In the seventh century the anciet paish of 27
thousand acresto be known as Ellesmeae was formed
and itsplace namesfixed.

Ellesmere became the propety of Roger de
Montgomery, firga Eal of Shrewsbury. The third Earl
rebelled againg Henry | in 1102 who, inrdalidion, re
possessed Ellesmere. King Henry then gave Ellesmere
to William Peveril of Dover who built Ellesmee
Cadtle. The ridge and furrow system of ploughing —
traces of which can gill be seen in fields nea
Ellesmere today — probably dates from the eleventh
century.

Henry |1 spent £4 on repairsto the caglein 1177, King
John spet afurther one hundred shillingson repairsin
1203, and in 1242 afurther repair bill of £21 3s4d was
paid.

In 1317 Dbhn de Hindkley held the cadle on behalf of
the King's wife, Queen Isabella. Twenty-three years
later King Edward Il granted certain lands (including
the cadle) to the L’'Edrange family. As the Welsh
border troubles decreased the importance of the cagle
diminished.

In the late 1470’ sthe manor of Ellesnere passed into
ownership of the Sanley family. T hisfamily owned so
many estaes throughou the country tha much
property (which included Ellesmere Castle) was
allowed to goto ruin. Sone from such ruins was used
for othe building, and timber likewise. Ellesmere
Castle, it seems, was neither large nor important.

Leland, the King' s antiquarian, who is believed to have
vidgted Ellesmee in 1542 referred to Ellesmere Cadle
as a thing of the past. Abou three centuries lae
Kelly’s Diredtory saysof Ellesmee Cadle “no vestige
remans’

The land now known as Castle Fields and adjoining the
Bowling Green at Ellesmeae was, in 1877, le& to Major
H.F.C. Cugt who lived at Ellesmere House and was
employed by the third Earl Brownlow as his land and
estae agent. The Brownlow family had come into
possesson of much of the Bridgwater properties in
August 1853. The ratal charges by the edaeto their
agent for just under 19 acres of pasture land known as
“Cadle Hill” was sixty two pounds but it is not clear
whethe this sum included Ellesmere House and
Gardens. It was customary in those days for edae
employees (such as gamekegpers) not to be chaged
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rent fortheir living quarters.

Major Cust was the model for Colonel Grace feaured
in John Ayscough’s disguised novel “ Gracechurch”
portraying life and timesin 19t century Ellesmere

Bowls may have been played on the Castle Mound as
long ago asthe 17t Century — no-one knows.

The Bowling Green House (pavilion) is mentioned in
Bridgwater Edéae records as being re-built in 1763 — s
when was theoriginal built?

Estae records of 1817 note repairs done by their
workmen. Descriptions of views obtainable from the
Bowling Green in 1787 would seem to indicae tha
there was little or no tree or scrub cover around the
mound. A hundred and fifty years or so ago Kelly’s
Diredory daed, “the Bowling Green stuaed on the
mound of the Cadle of Ellesmere was circular in

shape,” tha ison the olid soil motteof the cagle.

A theory astothe absence of records of the early days
of the bowling green istha a mayor of the green of
long ago (probably during the 18t century) destroyed
old documentswhilst suffering aperiodof insanity.

In the early 1950s Ellesmee Bowling Club purchased
the green fromthe 6™ Baron Brownlow. After lenghy
negotiations a further piece of land was bought (but
below the level of the circular green) whereon a second
(square) bowling green was brought into use.

IT tutor will visit you for youto learn
Microsoft® Office Applications.
Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint etc.

Also coursework for ECDL

No hurry, no jargon
no pressure




Mere News Issue 30

page 13

Tricia’s Playground—Golden Anniversary
by David Ardill

WHILE Ellesmere's
typically busy summer
schedule has again seen
the T riahlon and Regatta,
plus VE and VJ Day
celebrations, summer
2005 has aso seen
another poignat tribute
inthetown.

Debbie Hayward has led
the Golden Anniversary
celebrationsfor Tricids
Playground, carrying on
the
remarkable
work of her

great-aunt who was largely responsible

for itsopening back in 1955.

Theplayground, which continuesto be a
hive of activity year round for both local
children and vigtors to the town, was
built as a tribute to Ellesmere gl
Paricia Needham, who tragicaly died
of leukaamia & the tender age of 25, in
1951.

Following much hard work and fund
raisng, Debbie's great-aunt Ivy
L eightorn-Jones — who was the leader of
the Barnyard Club which Patricia
attended - looked on as Viscount
Newport cut the ribbon on Whit Sunday,
with local pgoers of the time reporting
how dignitaries were swept away by a
sea of youngsters, all deermined to be
the firg to try out the new dides, swings
and assorted play equipment.

Despite numerous changes to tha

playground equipment over the years, the centrepiece
and focal point —thePavilion — remains and has now
played a central role in the ‘jubilee’ celebraions,
housing a special display of dides, photogrgphs and
memories from the hundreds who have passed
through the gaes, down the dides and round the
roundabouts overtheyears.

Fittingly, Patricia’s three brothe's recatly made a
special trip to Ellesmere to pay a vist to the
playground which remains asa condant tributeto the
sderthey logt half acentury ago.

Derek, Peer and Marall Needham were all welcomed
to the town by Debbie (photograph) and were
delighted a the work tha had been doneto preserve
Paricid s memory; it wasthe first timePeter had seen
the playground.

“1think it's gorgeous, absolutely fird class’ he said.

Debbie Hayward added : ‘ When the new equipment
was ingalled, | thought it would be nice to celebrate
the 50th anniversary of the playground in memory of
my great-aunt who did so much to bring it to fruition.
In her funeral report in 1960, Mrs H Cooke wrote as
part of her appreciation “ help came from many
sources to raise the money for the playground, but it
was lvy's hard work
and determination to
see it finished that
finally brought the
official opening. | hope
it will be preserved and
looked after in Tricia’'s
memory and Ivy’s’. On
a sunny summer’s day
when the playground
is full of children
enjoying the
equipment, | think that
her wish has been

fulfilled’

The first ideafor
the play ground
reported in the

Oswestry

Adv ettizer in 1954
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Anaother Cryptic Crossword to exercisethe brain cells + well mine anyway! Many of theanswers have a link with
holidays and travel. Send your entriesto the Editor by 15th October 2005 to qualify for the chance of aprize

Across
1 Bat and ball game, not for squares? (8)
5 Adgurias| visted, returning to find travel
document (4)
9 Became dicky, and found doctor (5)
10 -- Main, oncethe haunt of piraes(7)
11 North Roman confused Frenchman (6)
12 Risk unwanted (not wanted), arising from
snow trail (3,3)
15 ...and class s& building beach fortifications
(11)
19 Sortsout and givesingrucions for meal (6)
20 Thisanswer is- akiss maybe (6)
23 Boyin all maleassembly initially acrossthe
Atlattic (7)
25 Craig supplies expensive smoke (5)
26 Ringwriter, ready for busness (4)
27 Sate Al followsto becomecitizen (8)
Down
1 I'min ReligiousIndrudion back in Italian
resort (6)
2 Deceitful way of bowling required for 1
across (9)
3 Forme nameof capital of former Eag
Pakidan (4)
4 Bre for remainder (4)
6 Chemical conglomerae here in France (3)
7 Hen sa confused in European capital (6)
8 Trad containing English might cause
commoation (6)
13 Dare Regonto build musical instrument
(4.5)
14 Antturns a shade of brown (3)
16 Australian port naurally selected by Charles?
(6)
17 Go afte wrecked boa in Caribbean Idand
(6)
18 Cad ralliesrevealing star qualities (6)
21 Prickly plantsperform in Channel Idands (5)
22 Celebration in congaland (4)
24 See-—it’sapalindrome(3)

Answersto Prizz Crossword — Issue29

Across

8.Restaurant car 9.Perch 10.Migook 11.Extradry 12Play
14.Tree 15.1sotherm 18.Bookish 19.Macaw 20.Repea onesd f
Down

1.Triple 2Erit decomps 3Pathway 4Primery School 5Angs
6.School Teacher 7.Crikey 13.Stamped 14.Tabard 16.My Wife
17.Titan

Winner of the Crossword competition in Issue 29 : Mrs M
Bromwich, Grange Rd, Ellesme e picked from 26 oorrect entries. She,
of course, receives oneonour ‘valuableprizes'. Congratulations.
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Birch Road Pond Forum

Things ae beginning to happen & Birch Road Pond. Asaresult of the grait from the Local
Heritage Initiative received by the Ellesmere Branch of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust plans
are being finalised to regorethe pond and to provide public accessto thereserve

At the Forum held & the Town Hall Ellesmeare on Wednesday 22™ June, thirty people leamt
of the progress being made:-

Dr Ann Wheelea from Wolverhampton Universty spoke of her passon for some of the
microsoopic remains to be found in mud samples. She explained how she, along with Dr Kate
Farr and a group of their gudents would be vidting Birch Road on Monday 4t July to take cores of mud from
around and even in the pond.
An analysis of these samples would enable them to learn much of the biological higory of the ste possbly asfar
back asthe lag ice ageove 10 000 years ago. In particular they hopeto learn more about the pond and whether it
once formed part of the more extensive Mere tha formerly reached Blackwater Meadow. The team hopeto be
able to report back to the branch by the end of the year, and their results will be awaited with interest. Any one
intereged in coming to Birch Road Pond Reserve on Monday morning to see wha is involved, will be very
welcome.
Pdaer Boadman isexperienced in conservaion and wildlife projeds, and the Branch isglad to have oltained his
expatise as Projed Co-ordinaor. His dides of the Reserve showed how it is rapidly becoming choked with
certain plants. He explained the plansto resore open water to someof thesteand provide public access.
Themain work will begin intheautumn once breeding adivity of birds, amphibiansand insedsis

over for the season. It will involve:-

i) Removal of the exigting fence and gate, and erection of signs warning of the dangers of water

ii) Clearing of much of thereed mace fromthepond

iii) Removal of someof the willow trees

iv) Creating apah alongsde the waer

v) Puttingin a seat and aviewing plaform

vi) Erecting adisplay showing what can be seen in the Reserve

John Hughes is Developmett Manager for the Shropshire Wildlife Trust, and has been much involved with the
Project from thebeginning. He showed an artig' s drawing of what the ste could look like oncethe work has been
compleed. He dressed tha it was only an impression, not a definitive plan.

Afte a sort refreshment break, David Famoombe, Chairman of the Ellesmere Branch, chaired a discussion on
the plans. Concemn was expressed that wildlife seemed to be given secondary importance to public access. It was
sressed tha wildlife is definitely the priority, but tha providing access to the community is also an important
asped of theprojed. It isto be hopedtha there will be little if any conflict between thetwo. Some concern was
aso mentioned abou the

possbility of vendalism and
litter. It isto be hoped tha the
Reserve does not suffer much
of either, although the
possibility hasto be accepted.

Mog people & the forum
semed delighted with the
Project and await
developments with intered.
They will be recorded here as

they happen.
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"m writing to thank you for the2 Mere News® which

you have s0 regularly sent to my husband Bernard.
Sadly, Bernard died on February 1t afte a dehilitaive
illness. We had known each othe for 64 years and had
enjoyed 62 years of maried lifetogether. His death has
left a grea gap in my life. Banad s funeral was on
February 11t which was his birthday and he would
have been 86 years. We had four sons and 1 daughter,
al of whom ae supportiveand a great help.
Bernard enjoyed reading the 2 Mere News® as well as
myself. Ellesmere was his birthplace and where he
gpent his life before being called up for the army. He
spert quite a bit of his amy life & Norton Manor
camp, just on the outskirts of Norton Fitzwarren. He
was then gtaioned in Sotland among othe places in
the UK and was finally podedto the northern pat of
Norway and servedthere until the end of the war.
| used to vidt Ellesmere with Bernard and | grew to
loveit aswell. It isso unique and pretty with itslakes,
gardens and canals.
Thank you once again for keeping Bernard in touch
with the news of Ellesmae and for being o
supportive. Wishingyou all the best in the future.

Mrs Betty Biggs,
Norton Fitzwarren, Nr T aunton

any thanks for poging me a copy of "Mere

News Winter 2002/3 issue, which feaured a
contribution from Mrs B Marszal, to which | refer to
her mention of Mr Curtis land up Birch Road.
Ellesmere in the lae 1940s was our holiday
degtingion, daing with Gran and Grandad in
Waergae Sreet. Through a child s eyes, this was an
absolute world away from suburban Manchester.
First the longtrain journey involving two or threetrain
changes, togahe with the inevitable brown suitcases,
then the great arrival on Ellesmere Saion plaform,
the few stepsthrough the staion booking hall and onto
the approach road. Wewerethere!
Thevillage type streets, narrow pavements, old houses
and cottages, cobblestones here and there, amod like

3
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pidures in gorybooks. There aways seemed
some hing unusual around the corner.

Then there was Grandad s (Mr Curtis) garden up the
Birch Road, entry to which was through the big grey
coloured, wooden gates. Insde were the hens, geese,
maybe a horse and of course, the pigs, the feeding of
which was the event not to be missed. From the boiler
tothetrough. Alsothee were the vegetable plots and
fruit trees and bushes, from which, in respea of the
season, we could help ourselves. Was this a concesson
totheyoung boy?

Away from the garden, other dtradions were the
Mere, the Cranorne with its lakeside setting + wow the
conkersl - used to take a supply home. The canal
where you could walk through thetunnel and all those
very leafy lanes. This placewas magic.

Occasonally Dad would disappear to somewhere
cdled “Palins, this | think, was the "White Hart',
obvioudy ahigh spot of hisvacation.

Highlights I remember, gpart from Grandad' s garden,
were atrip tothe 'Picures a the old Town Hall. The
films, | believe were changed very regularly, andthe
train ride through the countryside to Wrexham on the
little push and pull one-coach train, with its “open plan'
seating and hanging strgps. Even this was different
from trains near home.

These were pod-war yeas and, on reflection, the
aftermah of the war was very much in evidence This
child a the time was yet to seethe seaside, other than
old podcards, but, alas, now consders to have been
very fortunae to have experienced such a change of
environment to leave such lasting memories.

I gill vist Ellesmere to call on Uncle George (Curtis)
and his family, where | was made aware of Mrs
Marszal' sldter.

A final lingering memory of Ellesmere "yesteday' is
the clanking sound of shunting railway wagons,
audible in Gran's backyard. | accept this sound could
have been anywhere and everywhere but to me it
epitomizesthose Ellesmere days.

Now it istimeto return to the gaion for tha journey
50 odd miles and 50 odd years up the line

Tom Burrows
Peel Hall, Mancheg &

)

Y/ A new choir hasbeen formed in Ellesnere
under the guidance of musical direcor Michael Axten.
The group has chosen for itself the name Mere
Melodies and practises on Tuesday evenings a the
Methodig Church Hall, Trimpley from 7.30pm to 9
pm. New members are welcometo join rehearsalsin
September in preparaion for a Chrigmas Concat.

For further details contact Michael on 01691 690103.
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(Letters continued from page 16)

meant to send in the atached crossword as soon as
| has finished it. Mogt enjoyable. Please thank

David Farncombe for providing such entertainment.

The delay has not been all wasted as otherwise | would
not have seen and read with such pleasure the naional
coveaage tha Bridgnorth has just had about Hitle®
plans. It reminded me (1) tha an invason might have
resulted in the royal family being evacudaed to
Pitchford Hall, Cound, then the home of General Sr
Charles Grant KCB, KCVO, D0, and one of the very
select group of safe houses spread across the UK for
such an evat; (2) tha General de Gaulle® wife and
daughter lived for a while at Gadlas Hall, then the
home of the Hon Sr William Francis Kyffin T aylor
GBE, KC, DL, while her daff lived & Dudleston
Grange, which in 1941 was a boarding house. At tha
time my grandfaher, Richard, was commander of the
local home guard, and one of those responsible for
Madame® saf ey .

This reminded me of an incident, presumably in 1940
when there seemed a real threa of Germans invading
via paachue or even seglanes. The meaes were
considered as potential landing aress for the later. |
don® know about the othe mees but a tak force
felled a quantity of willow treesround Whitemere and
towed them out to the middle. There they were
anchored with much rope bought for the purpose -
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Whitemere is 65Cdeep in the middle. A bill was sent
to Shrewsbury HQ for refund of the cods, but it was
several months before the impred officer came to
ingped the work. Alas! by then the crisis had passed,
and the waterlogged trees and ropes had sunk to the
bottom of the mere. | wonder if any of your readers
know whether the money was eventually refunded?

Lionel Jebb,
Ellesmere

P& G

Vehicle Repairs

Unit 4 Smithfield Works
Ellesmere

Servicing—MOT’s
Petrol and Diesel
Tyres, Exhaust
Call now for details 01691 622849

ROY BRADLEY

PAINTER & DECORATOR

40 HILL CREST
ELLESM ERE
SHROPSHIRE
SY12 0LJ
TEL 01691 623016

Vet reg no 794 3169 93
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ROB VC: LOCAL HERO with thanks to Heather Bayne

The PDSA Dickin Medal is recognized worl dwide as @e animals@Victoria Cross, the highest decoration for
galantry that can be bestowed on any animal member of the British and Commonweal th forces. To dateit
has been presented to 60 animals: 32 pigeons, 24 dogs, 3 horses and one cat. High in the grounds of a farm
above Hordley, asmple stone stands as a memorial to Rob, ho der of not only the Dickin Medal, but a so the
RSPCA® highest award for gallantry, the Red Callar with its slver medallion " For Valour". Here is his
story, as told by Heather Bayne, who knew and loved him as the family dog, bought by her father for just 5

shillings.

Rob was only five weeks
old when he was bought by
Mr and Mrs Bayne, then
living & Laurel House,
Teaill. At sx months old
he began his training,
learning to drive cétle and
round up the sows and

their litters. He soon
became a very compeeat
farm dog.

Early in 1942, the War

Office broadcad an appeal

for suitable dogs for war

work. Rob was offered,

and after a three month
delay, was accepted by the Wa Dogs Training
Shool & Northaw. He passed out in arecord time of
nine weeks, trained asa guard and parol dog with a
flair for liaison work.

Rob and his handler were sent to an infaitry
regiment and took part in the landings in the North
Africa campaign. At the close of tha campaign, he
was held at a Dog Holding Section near Condantine.

From there he was sent to the 2nd SASe training
base at nearby Sousse to ad asa guard dog because
sores were vanishing & an alaming rae It was
from heretha he wasfirgd smuggled up in a plane by
men of the SAS when they were pradising their

As a liaison dog, he would work between two
handers, often a mile or more apat, carying
messages of such importancetha the lives of the men
reted on his ability to travel & eed, redst
digracions, accept food only from his handlers, and
allow no-one but his handlers to ranove messages
from the special message-bearing case.

At one time Rob was taken on shore raids, landing
from a betleship in the Adriatic Sea. On one highly
dangerous misson, Rob® party was missng for six
weeks, and al hope of their reurn was given up.
When they regopeared, their alotted task safely
completed, Rob was given the attire credit for their
safe return. For this and other operaional jumps, Rob
was later awarded the Dickin Medal.

Afte reurning to base in North Africa, he left for the
UK with his handlers, where he was sent into
quarantine in Edinburgh. Urgent requests for his
temporary release to accompany the 2nd SAS into
Arnhem were to no avail. Rob had to remain in
quarantine, so his handers went without him. Laer

communicaions saed tha they, togegha with many
of the men he worked with, had been killed in action.

When the quarantine period was completed, Rob
rejoined his unit in Colchester where he was used for
demondration purposes. During tha time he received
the Dikin Medal from Lord de Lide and Dudey,
then Mayor Philip Sydney.

parachute jumps. Rob made hisfirg jump slently
and withou panic.

The Commanding Officer was informed and
Rob®training began in earnes. He was trainedto
drop dlently and lie gill until released, then
dedthily round up his parol in daylight or
darkness. He was trained never to bark. The men
could deep secure in the knowledge that Rob
woul d keep ceaselessvigil, slently pacing around
the men. If he saw, heard or scented the enemy,
he would move dlently back to lick the faces of
the deeping men.
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(Continued from page 18)
The citation reads.

"War dog No 471/322 ®ob@ook part in the landings
in the North Africa Campaign with an Infantry unit.
Since September 1943 he has served with a Secial
Air Force Regiment and took part in operationswith
that unit in ltaly, most of which were of an
unpleasant nature® .

He was used as patrol and guard over small paties
who were lying up in enemy occupied teritory.
There isno doubt tha his pressnce with these paties
saved many of them from being discovered and
thereby cgptured or killed. The dog hasmade over 20
parachutejumps’

Son afterwards, Rob was presented with the

RSPCA® highest honour, the Red Collar with its
slver medallion "For Valour". He was Britan® first

Parachue Dog, and became known as "T he Ace of
War Dogs'. He was laer to lead a parade of War
Dogs at Wembley.

Rob was @emobbeddn November 1945 and returned
to Tedill under military esoort, where he quickly
resumed hisold way of life.

In 1947, the family moved to Sringfields, Kenwick
Park, where Rob lived ou his days until old age and
infirmity overtook him and he was put painlesdy to
deep in 1952. He was buried at Soringfields and a
marble stone, the gift of sculptor F.A. Cox, engraved
with Rob® head and behind the planes and
parachutes, dands in the garden-atribute to a loyal
and gallant dog.
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Afte my gory, memories of an evacuee in the Mee
news, | had several lovely telegphone calls. Mr. Harold
Thomas rang me; he was the boy inthe back of picdure
holding the dog- | was next to him holding the pig. It
was sixty years since we had lag ssmeach othe and we
talked on the telephone for some time trying to
remember sixty years ago. T hen Harold® nephew Mr.
Frank Edwards rang me. Afte a few more telephone
calls, we arranged to med and Frank booked lunch a
the Trotting Mare.
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stayed a the fam and all the good times we had. We
did so much laughing and it felt so good. After we had
our meal and it was soon time to go home, we all
agreed we had had a successful reunion. Frank and his
wife Mary are lovely people and we are going to keep
in touch. Harold asked me if | would like to see the
farm again, | agreed readily. We followed Harold® car
as he took us back through the country lanesto the
farm where we had lived as children. It was pouring
with rain, so we didn®walk abou. All my memories

were awoken again.

Jackie my friend said
put aluggage label on
your jacket with
evacuee printed on it
and ta&ke abrown box
tha would look like &
gas mask. | agreed if
she would do the
same

Sunday 17th April -
the weather in
Liverpool lookedvery
promising, as | set of
for the Trotting Mare
with my two friends,
Jackie driving and
Pauline the navigator.

There is one thing |
must say - | don®
ever remember it
raining when | lived
there. Haold has
lent me the small
album tha belonged
to his mother o |
can g& some oopies
of all the family, his
mother had the
original photograph
tha wasin the paper,
and now | can get a
good clear copy of it.
| will keep in touch
thistime and in the

Betty

It had been nearly 20

years since | had been to Weldhampton but thistime |
was going to meg someone who remeambered me. | was
very excited, would we recognize each other after 60
years. | was getting very nervous as we got neare to
our medting place.

Wearivedin good time and | think the manager of the
Trotting Mare wondered wha was going on when we
walked in and told him we were evacuees. Abou ten
minutes laer Frank and his wife Mary came in and we
introduced ourselves. Mary had brought Frank®
mother's wedding album with her. | had lived & the
farm with his motha Grace. It felt so good going
through the album with Mary telling who was who. |
did recognise a few faces. Then Fank said 2Here®
Uncle Harold®. | good yp and went to geeet him, he had
changed just like me But in no time, & all we were
busy rolling back the years. He had brought a small
album with him andthere were so many photographs of
the family who hadtaen me in wartime.

There was a picture of Joyce, Harold® sigter, who was
very special to me. | felt like aying when | saw her.
The years seemed to roll away and | felt | was back
there in 1940. Jyce had taken me under her wing and
wherever Joyce went | was never far behind. If only |
had tried to findthem in 1986 when | wasthere. But we
all know the world has become a snaller place now.
Harold and | talked abou the other children tha had

summer | will come
back and go to all the places tha | remember. |
retuned home very happy knowing my search was
over. | know the time | spent as a child in
Welshampton made my life 9 much richer.

Just before we had our dinner Sue and Geoff from the
Mere news came, | was s0 pleased to see he. They
took a lot of photographs. Withou Sue, this meeting
would never have been possble. When | rang
Ellesmere Library lad year abou the photogrgph of the
evacuees, she pu me in touch with Mr Derek Williams
from Oswestry Library, who took the time to search
through all the old newspapers and found the only
photograph there was of me asa child. Thank you Sue
and Derek. | look forward to the summe when | can
retrace my steps as a child and relive so many happy
memories.
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As part of a'Working with Others' project a group of learners from County Trainingin Oswestry visited Ellesmere recently.
They researched different aspects of the area with special emphasison the Mere, 8 Mary s Church andthe castle Bdow are
some samples of ther work.
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New Look Web Site

Ellesmere's own web site -
www.ellesmere.info _has just been
complgely redesgned. The dte which is
dedicated to providing informaion abou our
town for resdents and vistors has recently
benefited by sponsorship from the Ellesmere
Town Council as well as the longstanding
Chamber of Commerce. You can download the
Chamber' s new Town Leafle from the ste.

You will find up to date info' abou evats in

and around Ellesmere news items, and ddails
of savicesand busnesses in the area. The site Pecialises in good quality picures and has extensive galleries
recording events such asthe Triathlon, Regatta andthe British Heat Foundation' s Mere Bike Ride.

www.ellesmere.info is also the eledronic home of Mere News, with many “ou of print' issues available online.
There ae many pages on the ste dedicated to local voluntary groups such asthe Ellesmere Amaeur Dramatics
Society, Area 51 KatePark and Town Scout Group. |f you would like your group added just contac the web
dte a admin@ellesmere.info—it' sfreeto voluntary groups.

Ellesmere.info is now receiving a large number of vistorsfrom aound the world. Over the past year more than
half amillion "hits have been recorded on the site from nearly 30,000 vistors.

Takealook a the newest pages detailingthe Town Council' s adtivities. These pages will be developed further
very soon.

If you don't have accessto the interng & home, why not drop into the Library wherethe staff will be able to
show you how to surf theWorld Wide Web. T he Infolink on Whaf Road also usesthe ste as a source of local
information.

RED LION COACHING INN A.J. SUMNER & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Proprietor: Paul Sumner

For aPersona and Caring Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Church Sreet, Ellesmere 24 Hour Service
01691 622632

Homely B&B Coronation Cottage
Food served Noon—8.30pm daily Criftins

S Nr. Ellesmere
Quiz NlteiSJndaySa 8.30pm SY12 9LN
M eeting rooms

Newly Extended Accommodation Tel 01691 690328
or

www.dlesmere.info/redlion 01691 623726
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SUMMER SOLSTICE: A GARDENER@ CHRONICL E (Part 2) By Gill Eleftheriou

With spring behind us for another year, the promise of
balmy summer months stretched endlesdy before us.
Would the predictions of a"good summer" prove to be
right thisyear? T ime would tell.

As night, as well as day, temperaures dowy warmed,
the battleto kegp up with lamn mowing began once
again in eaned. Would the grass be dry enough to cut
by afternoon? Should we remove the cuttings or dare
we mulch so early in the year? Hods became a
forgotten hazard - well, almog. We often seem to get
the odd lae one clipping the tips of new growth on a
few susceptible plants. T his year the lovely fresh green
tips of some Crocosmias were the main casualties.
Luckily the damage was only cosmeic, raher than
terminal.

Moving onwards towards mid-summer, a surge of soft
green foliage soon overtook ‘the dying leaves of
daffodils and tulips, cementing the transtion from
spring. As cold May blossomed into sunny June,
summer perennials began their reign in the borders. |
am always amazed at how quickly the bare earth is
hidden as plants are drawn up by the growing warmth
of the sun and longer daylight hours.

By now, in our well drained garden, the time for
planting has long passed, apat from a small bed of
sun-loving annuals which will  need watering
throughou the summer months. The main borders are
left to teke their chance, although plants have been
carefully seleded to ocope with our demanding Ste.
Cistus ASunset@will flower all summer, accompanying
a purple-leaved sage which produces a gunning
display of blue flowers. Other stalwarts include
Sedums, Euphorbias, and Buddlgjas.

Mid summer® day dawned fine and warm this year,
allowing us totake full advantage of the long daylight
hours. After an enjoyable timepattering inthe garden,
it was s0 satisfying to enjoy a supper of fredly picked
vegetables, as we basked in the long rays of the
evening sun!

Birds are abundant in the garden thisyear, seemingto
have had a successful breeding season. In addition the
usual blackbirds, robins, finches and arrows, we
have enjoyed the atics of dunnodks, some uncommon
tree sparrows and afamily of woodpecke's feeding on
meal worms and fa balls. It has aso been a great
pleasure to see that the resident thrush has successfully
raised a brood and then promptly tucked into the snail
populaion with gusto!

Assummer progresses, our atention switchesfromthe
ornamental to the kitchen garden. Here we do need to
water during dry spells for any success. A leaky pipe
system, fed by gravity from a small tank, easesthetask

while at the same time delivering water to the roots
where it isneeded. T he pleasure of picking fresh peas
and beans, courgettes and salad leaves makesthe efort
worthwhile. And also digging some early potaoes -
AOrlachas done very well this year. The greenhouse,
too, has been productive. It®not surprising to hear tha
vegetable sced sales are the fasted growing area for the
seed companies, as more and more gardeners discover

thetade of redly fresh jus harveded produce.

High summer also means fresh fruit. Thisyear we have
planted a snall bed of Mlice©drawberries. Although
advised to remove fruit in the fird year, who could
ress leaving a few to ripen! Andthe sweet and juicy
berries did live up to expetaions Roll onnext yea.

On warm sunny evenings in mid July, the pleasurable
task of fruit picking gets into full swing, starting with
the first ragpberries and soon followed by a productive
gooseberry ‘bush and blackcurrant. These supply
enough for our needs, including some to go in the
freezer for winter treas.

For us, fruit picking usually coincideswith hay making
on our smallholding. Hot, sweaty and hard work in the
(hopefully!). baking sun, but satisfying when it® safely
collected and over for ancther year.

In our closely packed garden, flower beds need little
attention in summer, apart from deadheading and an
odd tidying sesson, so leavingtimeto St and enjoy the
ever changing scene. The bold splah of orietta
poppies.in early summer is replaced in tum by roses,
daylilies, Dieramas and Eupaoriums. A supporting cad
of hardy geraniums gives derling service for months.
My favourite performers include G. x oxonianum
A hurgonianum® G. Adollywood® and G. AAnne
Thompson@nicer than G. AAnn Folkard®

Summer flowering shrubs, too, come into their own.
Escallonias, Potetillas and Lavenders all enjoy a hot
sunny spell, as do Hebes and Hy pericums.

In rarosped, the summe will have lived up to our
expedaions of "a good on€', the hot balmy days
intengfying the pefume of fragrant flowers this year.
Our jasmine sceted Trachelospermum asaticum,
twining its way up the south front of our cottage, has
filled the bedrooms with its pefume during the hot
spellsin high summer - the best for yeas. Ealier, pinks

scented the whole garden during June.

Now we can relax! Or can we? Sill hedges to trim,
after the blackbirds have finished raising their third
brood. But tha job can wait until autumn while we
enjoy a final barbeque or just a cup of tea in the lush
dark green, ye ill colourful, late summer garden.
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Financial Adviser

Telephone: 01691 624866 Fax: 624877
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