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Welcome to Mere News No 30, Autumn 2005. 
This issue marks the start of our eleventh year of publication. Issue No 1 was published in autumn 1995 and 
contained 18 pages, it also had a green cover, issues 2 and 3 had yellow covers. Then, we did the publishing 
ourselves. 
 
Nowadays, of course, we produce 24 or 28 pages (mult iples of four, you see, so that we can use A3 paper to 
reduce costs) and have the printing done for us, to produce the quality magazine that you, the readers, have 
come to expect. 
 
The Mere News production team was out in force at the Triathlon recently. We braved the chilly wind to cheer 
on the competitors - they needed support, especially for the swim, the water temperature must have been only 
a few degrees above freezing point. 
 
I  was very impressed by the organisation of the event and the quality of the cleanup afterwards. Credit is due 
to the team involved. 
  
Recently, we adopted a litt le dog; a Jack Russell type black and white terrier and I walk her by the Mereside 
several t imes a week along with many other dog owners, a friendly chatty bunch of people. Just have a dog 
with you and you will be surprised by the number of people who will chat to you. It  is only lately that I have 
spent any t ime walking by the Mere. Recently I have been pleasantly surprised and impressed by the 
improvements made to the area. There is a clean, hard 
path right the way through with two new gates giving 
easy access along the way. A lot of laurels and 
rhododendrons have been hard pruned and are 
shooting again from their bases and several old trees 
have been replaced by horse chestnut saplings. 
 
I  thank Angela Jones, Gareth Egarr and all the 
members of their team for their hard work, carried out 
sensit ively, without too much upheaval and 
disruption. Well done 
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Printed by ABBEY WORKS of Shrewsbury 

Picture © GAconsulting 

SHROPSHI RE UNI ON CANAL SOCI ETY 

Ellesmere Festival Boat Rally 
9th, 10th, 11th September 2005 

Boats, Stalls, Fireworks, Hog Roast,  
Brass Band Concert 

 
All booking enquiries Tel: 0151 3361049 / 07761 739439 
Tickets available from Ellesmere Infolink, Wharf Road. 
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Mess, Sergeants’  Mess, Garrison Theatres and had a 
grand t ime entertaining for two years. It  also helped 
me in gaining more experience and stagecraft. But 
more about my vent doll, ‘Tony’ , and I doing 
National Service together in another art icle at a later 
date. 
 

So let’ s get back to this st ing in the tail – here it  is….. 
my f irst posting after Basic Training was to RAF 
Freckleton and where was RAF Freckleton? Believe 
it  or not it was BLACKPOOL! How strange life is!! 
 

So let’ s go down Memory Lane once more and 
remember some more names from Variety Days. A 
very clever singer, dancer and comedian was a man 

called Dickie Henderson and during those 
Variety Days there were three separate comedy 
double acts who were brought together quite by 
accident and afterwards spent most of their t ime 
either at The London Palladium or The Victoria 
Palace. They were known collectively as ‘The 
Crazy Gang’ , but individually as ‘ Jimmy Nervo 
and Teddy Knox’ , ‘ Charlie Naughton and 
Jimmy Gold’ , ‘ Bud Flanagan and Chesney 
Allen’ . I  would suggest that the talent and 
experience of these six exponents of comedy 
covered every aspect of Music Hall and 
Variety!! 
 

Naughton and Gold were two Glaswegians who 
had worked together since their f irst stage appearance 
at the Glasgow Hippodrome in July 1908. Nervo and 
Knox had been together since 1919 doing a high-
speed gymnastic act and Flanagan and Allen had been 
together since their f irst appearance at The Argyll, 
Birkenhead in 1931(where they f irst sang 
‘ Underneath the Arches’, written by Bud Flanagan). 
But, and here’ s the twist, Chesney Allen left The 
Crazy Gang when they re-formed after the war 
because of severe arthrit is, but he outlived them all, 
dying in November 1982 aged 88!! As a matter of 
interest, dear old Bud Flanagan passed away in 1968. 
One of his last jobs being to record ‘ Who do you 
think you are kidding, Mr Hit ler?’ , the theme for 
‘ Dad’ s Army. A f ine f inale, I think!! 
 

Does anyone out there remember that debonair 
entertainer, Turner Layton, born in Washington DC, 
who teamed up with Clarence Johnston in 1922 (he 
was also American). The double act continued until 
1935 when Johnson returned to America and Turner 
Layton continued as a single act. 
 

Another wonderful name to jog memories was dear 
old Hetty King, the male impersonator. She kept 
working in Variety well into the 1960’ s. She died in 
1972 aged 89. Another act I came across was the 
comedy vocalists, Albert and Les Ward. I have been 
asked many t imes who was the comic all the other 
(well, most of them, anyway!!) comics admired and it 
seems to be dear old Jimmy James, a master of comic 
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I t’ s Curtain Up again! 
 

I ’ d been entertaining since 1939, so by 1950 I ’ d 
been doing stage work for 11 years, it  also meant 
that I was 18 years old and I knew that another job 
was on the horizon – 2 years National Service. I ’ d 
already been to Bold Street, Liverpool for my 
National Service medical and passed ‘ A I ’  and I had 
made a request to go into the 
RAF. Some two weeks before my 
medical, I went for an audit ion 
and passed to do a summer season 
in Blackpool, so at last here was 
my big chance!! The contract for 
Blackpool dropped through the 
letterbox, ready for my signature 
and two days after another 
envelope arrived. It  was marked 
OHMS!! It  contained a railway 
warrant and instructions to report 
t o  RA F Car di n gt on  i n 
Bedfordshire. Oh Dear, what a 
calamity – two letters sending me 
two entirely different ways!! What was I to do?!! 
 

Dear old Dad phoned the Air Ministry and told them 
of the wonderful opportunity I ’ d been offered in 
Blackpool. We must have made about seven phone 
calls, Dad and I, but to no avail! !  I  was told I must 
do National Service, so trying my best to forget the 
offer of my summer season in Blackpool, I duly left 
home for Cardington to be kitted out with uniform, 
kit bag and then to be posted somewhere for 8 weeks 
Basic Training (‘ Square Bashing’ ). The somewhere 
turned out to be No 4 School of Recruit Training at 
Wilmslow in Cheshire. I won’t bore readers with 
Basic Training or Square Bashing, but it must have 
worked because at our Passing Out Parade we were 
the smartest of the lot and won the cup!! 
 

But to get back to this story with a sting in the tail! 
During my basic training we all had to be 
interviewed to see what we were going to do whilst 
in the RAF for the next two years! It  was during the 
interview that they discovered I was an entertainer 
and ventriloquist. As soon as they found out, a car 
was lai d on to take me home to collect my 
ventriloquist doll ‘Tony’  and all my theatrical 
trappings. From then on I entertained all the t ime I 
was in the RAF. To make sure they could call on me 
anytime, I was assigned to the cookhouse as a 
cook!!! 
 

I  travelled around to camps doing shows in Off icers’ 
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t iming with that wonderful act of his ‘ It ’ s in the Box’ , 
often assisted by the late and clever Roy Castle. 
 

My wife, Olive, and I met Mike and Bernie Winters 
in the bar at the Royalty Theatre in Chester some 
years ago. Bernie Winters was full of cold and f lu 
and Olive, luckily, had some Aspros in her handbag, 
which she gave to him. He was charming and full of 
thanks for this litt le bit of ‘ First Aid’  – two nice 
fellows and very friendly. 
 

I  am sometimes amazed how entertainment has 
changed over the years! Now everyone seems to be 
either a singer (of sorts) or a Pop Group. Where are 
all the magicians, jugglers, comedians double acts, 
ventriloquists, animal acts, instrumentalists, trick 
cyclists, balancing acts and all the other talents that 
made up the wonderful world of Variety and Music 
Hall? I suppose to the younger generation all that was 
‘ old hat’. I’ m told by some youngsters that we older 
ones are always saying ‘The old days were the best’ , 
but I ’m beginning to think we are right when we say 
that about the days of long ago. 
 

Things were somehow happier when we could all 
have a night out at a Variety Theatre and Curtain-up 
took us all to a different world for a few hours of 
music and laughter. 
 

Happy Days, Keep Smiling -  
More next t ime 
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(Continued from page 4) 
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    Old Tow n Hall, High Street, 
Ellesmere,  

Freezer Centre 
Domestic and Household Products 

Friendly Local Shop 
01691 624 498 

Proud Suppor ters of the Emergency Services 

OPENING TIMES 
Mon– Thurs & Sat 

9 - 6 
Friday 9 - 8 
Sun 11 - 5 

� � � � � � �� � � 	 � � �����by Mrs D.F.Bond. 
 

I t was after the f irst of many visits to the Orkney Islands, 
which I found so delightful, it  prompted me to pen the 
following:- 

The strong March winds of Orkney  
           st ill blow around in May, 
It blows around the cottages  
          and blows across the bay. 
It blows the waves it  blows the mills, 
I t blows around its litt le hills 
But it  makes the isles look pretty when  
           it  blows up all the spray. 
 

The coloured seas of Orkney  
   are rich in blue and green, 
The whiteness of the surf is  
   just the brightest ever been.  
Though scarce the trees because of breeze, 
The sweet wild f lowers are sure to please, 
And they make the isles look pretty,  
   such abundance never seen. 
 

The cottages in Orkney are few and far between, 
Guarded from the elements by walls thickest ever seen. 
The gardens are high walled throughout  
   to save the plants when breezes shout. 
But st ill make the isles look pretty  
   though acting as a screen. 
 

Farm animals of Orkney are 
            proud and strong of girth, 
They feed in green, green pastures of  
       Orkney�s fert ile earth. 
The bull and cow, the ram and ewe  
      breed naturally as families do. 
The rabbits bob up from the ground  
       to look at the views across the Sound 
And help the isles look pretty as they  
       play out on the green. 

 
 

�
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Litt le Miss Muffet, didn�t sit on a tuffet,  

She found it too cold and too damp. 
She sat on a stool, ÁCos she was no fool,  
She said "at least I will not get cramp! 

�

�

� � � � � � � � � �  
Talking to my sister, 

About things that go astray,  
They�re not really hidden,  
Just carefully Áput away�.  
Nothing wrong in that,  

but We seek and cannot f ind,  
Know we put it  somewhere,  
Just can�t bring it  to MIND 
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 In August 2004, Oswestry Adver tizer  repor ter 
Davi d Ardill challenged himsel f to complete the 
gruelling El lesmere Tr i athl on, but never really 
believed he woul d make i t to the fi nish line…. 
 

What began as a wishful - if  slightly ambit ious – boast, 
ended up, after the hardest 2 hours and 56 minutes of 
my life, as ‘mission complete’ . 
 

While admittedly my mini-Grail was on a completely 
different playing f ield to the top sports men and women 
I was up against – many of whom were hoping to 
qualifying for the World Championships in Hawaii – it 
was nevertheless an epic test of my own determination 
and resolve. 
 

Rewind roughly ten months - I sat comfortably in a 
chair in the off ice of the Oswestry Advertizer and 
proclaimed to all present that, having completed the 
2004 Ellesmere triathlon as part of a relay team – Team 
Ardill, made up of myself and my brothers Paul and 
Rowan – I would next year be tackling the whole 
shebang myself, single-handedly and alone! 
 

So I embarked on a training programme that was more 
out of enthusiastic youthfulness than any real belief 
that I could f inish the 2005 event. Yet, whether related 
to my New Year’ s Resolution to ‘ be more determined’ 
or not, from the moment I uttered the words ‘ I ’m doing 
the whole thing next year’ , I knew I had no choice but 
to reach that f inish line. 

Picture © GAconsulting 

And reach that f inish line I did. Having already 
competed in so-called ‘ Sprint Triathlons’  (shorter 
races that are typically half the length of the 
‘ Olympic distance’  races like Ellesmere) and having 
swotted up on various triathlon accounts, by everyone 
from former Number 10 spin doctor Alastair 
Campbell to elite triathlete Michelle Dillon, I knew 
what to expect and sett led on a target t ime of three 
hours for my debut in the sport. 
 

In all honesty I wasn’t too confident of crossing the 
f inish line in anything less than the three hours, but 
part of me was just glad to be in any sort of shape to 
be at the start line, proud to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with so many of the country’ s top endurance 
athletes.  
 

I  had already ‘ enjoyed’  a practice swim in the mere, 
accompanied by a safety boat, yet the race-day 
atmosphere, combined with the ‘ washing machine’ 
effect of kicking arms and legs of fellow competitors, 
is something else and it took me a good 200 metres 
just to sett le into my own rhythm, f ive months of 
serious technique-based swim training all f lying 
straight out of the window. 
 

I  found the cycle leg relatively comfortable, thanks to 
numerous training sessions around the course, but 
having covered 1500m of murky mere and 26.2 miles 
of road on the bike, it  was the run that was the real 
killer. With aching legs and a t ired mind even before 
I left transit ion, I could tell I was in for a rough t ime 
of it  on the fairly straightforward 10-kilometre dogleg 
run, unaided by a wretched blister after just 2k. 
 

However, having already recorded my fastest swim 
time to date and with swift transit ions, I found myself 
with one hour, one minute and 23 seconds to 
complete the run, in order to beat that golden t ime of 
three hours. 
 

57 minutes and 23 seconds later I crossed the f inish 
line and despite being unable to talk, I couldn’t get 
rid of the smile off my face and refused to take off 
my attractive purple f inishers’  T-shirt for hours 
afterwards. 
 

The support I received on the day and throughout my 
training was second-to-none, with so many people 
kindly sponsoring me, with all monies going to the 
Torch Appeal at the Orthopaedic Hospital. A huge 
thank you to everyone who helped me every step of 
the way, hopefully I will be aiming for two and a half 
hours next year…Roll on 2006! 
 

Note: There is sti l l time to contribute to the Torch Appeal. 
Contact Dave on dave@ellesmer e.info or via the Oswestry 
Advertizer Office. 

	 � �� � � �� � �� � � � � � � � � �

Page sponsored by Mr  and Mrs J Fleming, Singleton, New South W ales, Australi a 

-�David Ardill 
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Care Workers 2005  

SureCare need people like you to provide care for local people in your area. From 
just a few hours a week to full time, week days, evenings or weekends, we will pay 
you well, fully train you, and provide you with a uniform and excellent mileage 
allowances. Don’ t delay, call our Recruitment Manager at SureCare’s Area Of-

fice today! 

01743 851328 
SureCare - Care across the UK 

MYTTON MILL, MONTFORD BRIDGE, SHREWSBURY SY4 1HA 
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The local 
online book 
shop for all 
your new 

books 
 

www.meresidebooks.co.uk 
 

No computer? No internet? 
No problem- 

Ring 01691 624 620 for prices  
and availability 

M ereside Books 
The Promenade 

Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 0PA 
Tel: 01691 624 620 

� � � � � � � � �� 	 	 
 � �
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RuralScapes 

 

The many benefi ts of buying local food 
In the Northern Marches we are surrounded by a variety 
of producers, supplying a feast of different food and 
drink. However much of the food we consume travels 
long distances, often hundreds of miles to reach our 
plate. Ironically it  is often hard to obtain the foods that 
are produced closest to us. RuralScapes, the not-for-
profit  social enterprise behind ÁLocal to Oswestry�, are 
working with producers to change this, making fresh, 
local products more accessible to consumers. 
 

Why buy local? 
Buying local food has social, environmental and 
economic benefits, for example: Consuming local food 
is healthier than food that has traveled long distances. 
The reduced transportation lowers the levels of pollution 
associated with respiratory diseases. Local food is 
generally fresher and, as it  spends less t ime traveling 
and in storage, has improved nutrient quality. Some 
researchers even believe that eating food from your 
local environment can boost immune system! 
What is more purchasing local food can have a posit ive 
effect on your community. It  increases local 
employment and ensures that more money goes to the 
producer rather than a distant head off ice or wholesaler. 
This reinvestment strengthens the local economy and 
brings people together either through employment or at 
local markets, farm shops or events. Finally there are a 
huge range of environmental benefits - these include 
reduced greenhouse gas emissions, less packaging and 
fewer large lorries on small country roads. 
 

Where can I buy l ocal  food? 
There are already some box schemes and farm shops in 
the area and they provide an excellent range of fresh 
produce, if you have not done so already visit your 

St. John the Evangel ist Church, Colemere 
 

A FESTIVAL OF CRAFTS & FLOWERS 
 

At Colemere Church 
 

27th, 28th and 29th August 
11.00 am to 6.00 pm Daily 

 
Enquir ies 01948 710334 

nearest and see what is on offer. In addit ion over the 
next f ive months RuralScapes will be working with 
local producers to trial a range ways of supplying local 
food to people living within the Oswestry area. 
 

With busy lives many of us no longer have t ime to 
shop around for foods and frequently reach for the 
quickest meal options, more often than not these are 
not local. RuralScapes are changing this, making local 
foods the quick and easy choice. From the 9th of April 
people living within 10 miles of Oswestry will be able 
to have local food delivered direct to their door. This is 
a fantastic service for people who are unable to get to 
local markets, creating a hassle free way of obtaining 
fresh, local produce. 
For those living further away, pre-ordered goods will 
be available for collection from rural locations or from 
Oswestry town centre, a convenient option for people 
who visit the town for shopping on a Saturday. You 
will be able to make orders for food over the telephone 
or on the internet, where information on the producers 
and the food they supply will be available. 
 

Another great way to discover the variety of foods 
produced in this area is at the monthly Oswestry 
farmers� market or the ÁLocal to Oswestry’  produce 
stall which, from the 9th April, will be held every 
Saturday on the Bailey Head in Oswestry. Both the 
farmers� market and the stall give you the opportunity 
to purchase fresh produce direct from local farms. A 
wi de range of produce is available including fruit, 
vegetables, pies, meat, cheese, f ish, eggs, fudge and 
honey. 
 

For  more information contact Josi ah Mel drum,  
RuralScapes,  

12 English Walls, Oswestry SYI I 2PA Tel : 0 1691 
679683  

e-mail : j osi ah.mel drum@ruralscapes.co.uk  

Oswestry Embroiderers Guild 
 
Report on July Meeting 
 
Pat Gibson, from Caersws, showed members how to 
make t iny purses using walnut shells. 
 
The nut is halved and cleaned then wrapped in a soft 
f leece and covered with a silk fabric then braids and 
beads were added. All members enjoyed the hands-on 
evening and went away with their own litt le treasure. 
 
The next meeting will be the AGM at the Memorial 
Hall, 7.30pm on September 9th followed by Richard 
Box, a highly respected and influential Art ist, Em-
broiderer Teacher and Author. 
 
Visitors and new members are welcome. 
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Llywelyn the Great  Founder of Ellesmere Market  
became Lord of Ellesmere 800 years ago 

Exactly 800 years ago 
Ellesmere came into 
the possession of the 
greatest of the Princes 
of Wales, Llywelyn 
Fawr (the great) whose 
legacy to our town 
includes the Tuesday 
market and, indirectly, 
the building of the 
present parish church. 
 
The story begins when 
Llywelyn was twenty-
two years old; he 
defeated his uncle, 

Dafydd ap Owain, near the estuary of the Conwy.  After 
a period of imprisonment Dafydd retired to his manor 
here at Ellesmere and Llywelyn took possession of all 
his lands in Wales.  He became ruler of the rest of 
Gwynedd on the death of his cousin, Gruffudd, in 1200 
and saw himself as the overlord of the other native 
rulers of Wales. 
  

King John, the newly crowned King of England, openly 
recognized the claims of Llywelyn and by July 1201 a 
treaty had been agreed between them.  It  seems that 
King John had taken possession of Ellesmere sometime 
before the death of Dafydd ap Owain in 1204 and by 
Michaelmas of that year had carried out repairs at 
Ellesmere Castle.  Owain, Dafydd’ s son, was paid off 
with 13 librates of land in Warwickshire in exchange 
for land at Ellesmere, which the king had retained “ for 
his own use” .  That ‘ use’  became apparent the 
following year when Llywelyn married the king’ s 
illegit imate daughter, Joan, and the manor of Ellesmere 
was given to Llywelyn as a wedding gift, together with, 
according to a legendary version of the story, Gelert, the 
famous hound.  Thus Ellesmere, if  not off icially in 
Wales, was once again under the direct control of a 
Prince of Wales under whose strong and determined 
leadership Wales was to be united as a single polit ical 
unit.   
 
Whilst taking care not to antagonise the King, Llywelyn 
took his opportunity to move into Powys when the King 
captured Gwenwynwyn in Shrewsbury and even 
accompanied King John on his campaign against the 
Scots in 1209.  But soon John became fearful of 
Llywelyn’ s ambit ions and, after a rendezvous at 
Oswestry, invaded Gwynedd in 1210 restrict ing the 
prince’ s powers to the west of the River Conwy. The 
result was that Ellesmere returned to the control of the 
King and Gwenwynwyn’ s territory was restored to him.   

 
Llywelyn managed to ally himself with some of King 
John’ s most powerful enemies within England and the 
barons welcomed his support in their struggle for the 
Magna Carta.  It was in May 1215 that Llywelyn and 
his army marched into England and seized the town of 
Shrewsbury, which proved to be one of the decisive 
factors that persuaded John to seal the Magna Carta, 
the document that enshrines the fundamental statement 
of the rights of the subjects of the crown.  In addit ion 
the rights of the Welsh to their own territory and 
government under their own Law were, for the f irst 
t ime, formally stated. Llywelyn took advantage of the 
ensuing civil war in England between John and his 
nobles to seize more territory in Wales.  
 John Fitz-Alan, Lord of Oswestry, sided with 
Llywelyn and the Barons with the result that the King 
concentrated his fury on Oswestry arriving there on 
Aug. 6th 1216: by the 10th August the town was 
reduced to ashes.  In a historic assembly that amounted 
to a Welsh Parliament held at Aberdyfi in 1216, the 
other Welsh rulers formally paid homage and swore 
allegiance to Llywelyn.  Thus by the t ime of King 
John’ s death in 1216 Llywelyn had made himself the 
de facto ruler of all Wales.  Urged by the Papal Legate 
this fact was recognised by the English crown in the 
Treaty of Worcester in the second year of the reign of 
King John’ s eleven-year-old son, Henry III.  This 
secured the dominance of Welsh as the main language 
of the Principality and no doubt in such places as 
Ellesmere as well. Soon after the Manor of Ellesmere 
was restored to Llywelyn and on July 2nd 1221, on the 
occasion of a visit to Shrewsbury by the King, he was 
granted the right to hold a weekly market on Tuesdays.  
Llywelyn’ s wife, Joan, as Lady of Ellesmere, granted 
the town the privilege to observe the laws and customs 
of Breteuil.  Sadly the charter is no longer extant; in all 
probability along with numerous other ancient 
documents concerning Ellesmere and district, it 
perished on a bonfire when Asridge House was cleared 
out in 1953.  Luckily the Rev. Blakeway, Vicar of St. 
Mary’ s Shrewsbury, who had access to these 
documents in the late 18C made a copy of it : 
 
“ Joan Lady of Wales to all to whom this present 

charter shall come, greetings.  Know all of you that 
lord Henry King of England, our brother in law, 
has granted and given to us and our heirs to have a 
market and free borough in our town of Ellesmere 
with all libert ies and free customs belonging to the 
law of Breteuil…..etc.”  

 
 This privilege had f irst been conferred on Hereford 
and thereafter to various towns along the Welsh border.   
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According to local tradit ion Llywelyn’ s wife, Joan, 
built  a hunting lodge at Hanmer, the site of which is 
st ill called ‘ Plas Sonneth’. Dafydd, the son of 
Llywelyn and Joan was recognised by both the Pope 
and the English crown as Llywelyn’ s lawful heir and 
successor in preference to Gruffydd who had been 
born out of wedlock.  Then on 3rd May 1226, Pope 
Honorius III  granted a dispensation to “ Joan, wife of 
Leuwelin, prince of North Wales, daughter of King 
John, declaring her legitimate” .    
 

In 1223 Llywelyn crossed the Shropshire border and 
captured the castles of Kinnerley and Whitt ington. 
Local tradit ion has it  that Llywelyn was in search of 
his wife Joan who was at that t ime having an 
adulterous relationship with William de Breos, lord of 
Brycheiniog.  De Breos 
was in fact hanged later 
by Llywelyn in 1230 
“ after he had been caught 
in Llywelyn’ s chamber 
wi th the king of 
England’ s daughter , 
Llywelyn’ s wife” .  The 
lady Joan was imprisoned 
but within a year they 
were reconciled and she 
resumed her role of 
intermediary between her 
husband and father.  It 
was probably while he 
held Whitt ington that 
Llywelyn managed to 
obtain the advowson of 
Ellesmere church.  
 

Now in possession of 
both church and manor in 
1225 Llywelyn had 
ef f ec t i v el y  m ade 
Ellesmere an outpost of his Principality of Wales.  
Shortly after Llywelyn donated Ellesmere Church to 
the Knights Hospitallers of Saint John of Jerusalem, an 
Order that had been endowed with estates at 
Dolgynwal in the upper reaches of the River Conway 
and at Halston near Whitt ington.  This was a wholly 
Welsh foundation to which Llywelyn demonstrated his 
support in this valuable gift . Llywelyn’ s charter 
contains the following words: � � �� � � �� � �	 
 ��� 
 � 	 � �	
� � � �� � �� � 	� � � 	� � �� 	� � 	� � � � � � � �		� � 	�� 	� � � � � 	� � 	� ��	� � � 	� � � �	
� 	 � � � � 	 � �� � � �� 	 � � � 	 � � ��� � � � 	 �  � � 	 � � � 	 
 � � � � � �� � 	 � � 	 � � �	
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 � �	 � � � 	 � � � �� 	 � � 	� � � 	
 � � �
 � 	 � �	
%��� �� � �� 	� �
 �&  Indeed one of the knights was Gruffydd 
who lived at Cae Howel in the parish of Kinaston who 
came to be known as “ Y Marchog Gwyllt o Gae 
Howel”  (the Wild Knight of Cae Howel).   His son, 

(Continued from page 10) Gruffydd, who was known by the name “ Griffin de 
Kineneston”  was the f irst member of the family to be 
described “ of Ystog”  (Stocks, near Welshampton).  
Presumably the Knights Hospitaller had put him in 
possession of some property here.  It  is thought that 
“ The Spout”  is derived from the Welsh word Ispytty 
(hospital), and that this farm near the Stocks provided 
part of the Rectorial T ithes of Ellesmere. Llywelyn 
seems to have retained the lordship of Ellesmere for the 
rest of his life and the church, privileged with the right 
to hold its own individual court for the proving of wills 
etc., belonged to the Order of Saint John of Jerusalem 
until the Reformation over 300 years later. 
 

As negotiations with Llywelyn continued Henry III 
faced a revolt by some of his barons, a conflict that 
Llywelyn used to his own advantage to gain control of 

Cardi gan and Builth.  
Then with the support of 
Sh r o p sh i r e a n d 
Herefordshire marcher 
lords Llywelyn’ s forces 
devastated the borderland.  
They burnt Clun and 
Oswest ry  and even 
att acked Shrewsbury 
reducing part of the town 
to ashes and returning 
home with “ valuable 
booty contained therein” .  
After some negotiation by 
the Archbi shop of 
Canterbury and two other 
bishops a truce for two 
years was agreed and 
concluded at a meeting at 
Middle, halfway between 
E l l e sm e r e  a n d 
Shrewsbury.  In fact the 
truce was renewed from 

year to year until Llywelyn’ s death.  In the estimation 
of the great Welsh historian Sir J.E. Lloyd “ the pact of 
Middle was a treaty of peace, the crowning 
achievement of the prince’ s long and victorious career.  
He fought no more battles with the English; he had 
won for himself and for his people a secure and well-
guarded independence” .   
 

I t  is surely one of Ellesmere’ s greatest claims to fame 
that it  was Llywelyn the Great’ s much prized piece of 
England and his legacy is our ancient custom of 
holding a market every Tuesday. 
 

� � � �� 
� � � � � �� � � � � � ��
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� � � � � � � � � 	� � 
 � � � � 
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IT tutor will visit you for you to learn 
Microsoft® Office Applications. 

Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint etc. 
 

Also course work for ECDL 
 

No hurry, no jargon 
no pressure 

 
� 	� 
 � � � � � �� � � 
 � � � � � �

� � � � � � � � � � � � �
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 � � � �� 
 � � 	� ��� 
 � � 	� �� �� 	� � �
 � � �� � � �� � � 	�� � �� � � � �  

The Romans left litt le evidence of their presence in the 
Ellesmere area. Only a coin of Claudius Caesar was 
found near the Bowling Green in the 1850s.  
In the seventh century the ancient parish of 27 
thousand acres to be known as Ellesmere was formed 
and its place names f ixed. 
 
Ellesmere became the property of Roger de 
Montgomery, f irst Earl of Shrewsbury. The third Earl 
rebelled against Henry I in 1102 who, in retaliat ion, re-
possessed Ellesmere. King Henry then gave Ellesmere 
to William Peveril of Dover who built  Ellesmere 
Castle. The ridge and furrow system of ploughing – 
traces of which can still be seen in f ields near 
Ellesmere today – probably dates from the eleventh 
century. 
 
Henry II spent £4 on repairs to the castle in 1177, King 
John spent a further one hundred shillings on repairs in 
1203, and in 1242 a further repair bill of £21 3s 4d was 
paid. 
 
In 1317 John de Hinckley held the castle on behalf of 
the King’ s wife, Queen Isabella. Twenty-three years 
later King Edward III  granted certain lands (including 
the castle) to the L’ Estrange family. As the Welsh 
border troubles decreased the importance of the castle 
diminished. 
 
In the late 1470’ s the manor of Ellesmere passed into 
ownership of the Stanley family. This family owned so 
many estates throughout the country that much 
property (which included Ellesmere Castle) was 
allowed to go to ruin. Stone from such ruins was used 
for other building, and t imber likewise. Ellesmere 
Castle, it  seems, was neither large nor important. 
 
Leland, the King’ s antiquarian, who is believed to have 
visited Ellesmere in 1542 referred to Ellesmere Castle 
as a thing of the past. About three centuries later 
Kelly’ s Directory says of Ellesmere Castle “no vestige 
remains”  
 
The land now known as Castle Fields and adjoining the 
Bowling Green at Ellesmere was, in 1877, let to Major 
H.F.C. Cust who lived at Ellesmere House and was 
employed by the third Earl Brownlow as his land and 
estate agent. The Brownlow family had come into 
possession of much of the Bridgwater properties in 
August 1853. The rental charges by the estate to their 
agent for just under 19 acres of pasture land known as 
“ Castle Hill”  was sixty two pounds but it  is not clear 
whether this sum included Ellesmere House and 
Gardens. It  was customary in those days for estate 
employees (such as gamekeepers) not to be charged 

rent for their living quarters. 
 
Major Cust was the model for Colonel Grace featured 
in John Ayscough’ s disguised novel “ Gracechurch” 
portraying life and t imes in 19th century Ellesmere. 
 
Bowls may have been played on the Castle Mound as 
long ago as the 17th Century – no-one knows. 
The Bowling Green House (pavilion) is mentioned in 
Bridgwater Estate records as being re-built  in 1763 – so 
when was the original built? 
 
Estate records of 1817 note repairs done by their 
workmen. Descriptions of views obtainable from the 
Bowling Green in 1787 would seem to indicate that 
there was litt le or no tree or scrub cover around the 
mound. A hundred and f ifty years or so ago Kelly’ s 
Directory stated, “ the Bowling Green situated on the 
mound of the Castle of Ellesmere was circular in 
shape,” that is on the solid soil motte of the castle. 
 
A theory as to the absence of records of the early days 
of the bowling green is that a mayor of the green of 
long ago (probably during the 18th century) destroyed 
old documents whilst suffering a period of insanity. 
 
In the early 1950s Ellesmere Bowling Club purchased 
the green from the 6th Baron Brownlow. After lengthy 
negotiations a further piece of land was bought (but 
below the level of the circular green) whereon a second 
(square) bowling green was brought into use. 
 

� � � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 � �� � � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 � �  
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Tricia’s Playground—Golden Anniversary 
by David Ardill 

W HIL E El l esmere’ s 
typically busy summer 
schedule has again seen 
the Triathlon and Regatta, 
plus VE and VJ Day  
celebrations, summer 
2005 has also seen 
another poignant tribute 
in the town. 
 
Debbie Hayward has led 
the Golden Anniversary 
celebrations for Tricia’ s 
Playground, carrying on  
the 
remarkable 
work of her 

great-aunt who was largely responsible 
for its opening back in 1955. 
 
The playground, which continues to be a 
hive of activity year round for both local 
children and visitors to the town, was 
built  as a tribute to Ellesmere girl 
Patricia Needham, who tragically died 
of leukaemia at the tender age of 25, in 
1951. 
 
Following much hard work and fund 
rai si ng, Debbi e’ s great-aunt I vy 
Leighton-Jones – who was the leader of 
the Barnyard Club which Patricia 
attended - looked on as Viscount 
Newport cut the ribbon on Whit Sunday, 
with local papers of the t ime reporting 
how dignitaries were swept away by a 
sea of youngsters, all determined to be 
the f irst to try out the new slides, swings 
and assorted play equipment. 
 
Despite numerous changes to that 
playground equipment over the years, the centrepiece 
and focal point – the Pavilion – remains and has now 
played a central role in the ‘ jubilee’  celebrations, 
housing a special display of slides, photographs and 
memories from the hundreds who have passed 
through the gates, down the slides and round the 
roundabouts over the years. 
 
Fitt ingly, Patricia’ s three brothers recently made a 
special trip to Ellesmere to pay a visit to the 
playground which remains as a constant tribute to the 
sister they lost half a century ago. 

Derek, Peter and Merrall Needham were all welcomed 
to the town by Debbie (photograph) and were 
delighted at the work that had been done to preserve 
Patricia’ s memory; it  was the f irst t ime Peter had seen 
the playground. 
“ I think it’ s gorgeous, absolutely f irst class”  he said. 
 
Debbie Hayward added : ‘ When the new equipment 
was installed, I thought it would be nice to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the playground in memory of 
my great-aunt who did so much to bring it to fruition.  
In her funeral report in 1960, Mrs H Cooke wrote as 
part of her appreciation “  help came from many 
sources to raise the money for the playground, but it 

was Ivy’ s hard work 
and determination to 
see it finished that 
finally brought the 
official opening. I hope 
it will be preserved and 
looked after in Tricia’ s 
memory and Ivy’ s” . On 
a sunny summer’ s day 
when the playground  
is full of children 
e n j o y i n g  t h e 
equipment, I think that 
her wish has been 
fulfilled’  

� $� 
� � �� � $�� � �%
� � �
 � �&� �
� � �

The  f irst idea f or 
the play ground 
reported in the 

Oswestry 
Adv ertizer in 1954 
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Across 
1 Bat and ball game, not for squares?  (8) 
5 Asturias I visited, returning to f ind travel 

document (4) 
9 Became dicky, and found doctor (5) 
10 -- Main, once the haunt of pirates (7) 
11 North Roman confused Frenchman (6) 
12 Risk unwanted (not wanted), arising from 

snow trail (3,3) 
15  …and class set building beach fort if ications 
      (11) 
19   Sorts out and gives instructions for meal (6) 
20   This answer is - a kiss maybe (6) 
23   Boy in all male assembly init ially across the 
Atlantic (7) 
25   Craig supplies expensive smoke (5) 
26   Ring writer, ready for business (4) 
27 State Al follows to become cit izen (8) 

Down 
   1   I’ m in Religious Instruction back in Italian 
resort (6) 
   2   Deceitful way of bowling required for 1 
across (9) 
   3   Former name of capital of former East 
Pakistan (4) 
   4   Break for remainder (4) 
 6   Chemical conglomerate here in France (3) 
 7   Hen sat confused in European capital (6) 
 8   Track containing English might cause 
commotion (6) 
13 Dare Reg on to build musical instrument 

(4,5) 
14 Ant turns a shade of brown (3) 
16 Australian port naturally selected by Charles? 

(6) 
17 Go after wrecked boat in Caribbean Island 

(6) 
18 Cast rallies revealing star qualit ies (6) 
21   Prickly plants perform in Channel Islands (5) 
22 Celebration in conga land (4) 
24   See – it ’ s a palindrome (3) 
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Answers to Pr ize Crossword – Issue 29 
Across 
8.Restaurant car  9.Perch 10.Mistook  11.Extra dry  12.Play  
14.Tree 15.Isotherm 18.Bookish 19.Macaw 20.Repeat onesel f 
Down 
1.Triple  2.Esprit de corps  3.Pathway  4.Primary School   5.Angst  
6.School  Teacher  7.Crikey  13.Stamped  14.Tabard  16.My Wi fe  
17.Ti tan  
 

Winner  of  the Crossword competi tion in I ssue 29  : Mrs M 
Bromwich, Grange Rd, El lesmere picked from 26 correct entr ies. She, 
of course, receives one on our  ‘valuable prizes' . Congratulations. 

Another Cryptic Crossword to exercise the brain cells ± well mine anyway! Many of the answers have a link with 
holidays and travel. Send your entries to the Editor  by  15th October 2005  to qualify for the chance of a prize.  



Mere News  Issue 30              page 15  

Birch Road Pond Forum 
 

Things are beginning to happen at Birch Road Pond.  As a result of the grant from the Local 
Heritage Init iat ive received by the Ellesmere Branch of the Shropshire Wildlife Trust plans 
are being f inalised to restore the pond and to provide public access to the reserve. 
 
At the Forum held at the Town Hall Ellesmere on Wednesday 22nd June, thirty people learnt 
of the progress being made:- 
 
Dr Ann Wheeler from Wolverhampton University spoke of her passion for some of the 
microscopic remains to be found in mud samples. She explained how she, along with Dr Kate 

Farr and a group of their students would be visit ing Birch Road on Monday 4th July to take cores of mud from 
around and even in the pond.  
An analysis of these samples would enable them to learn much of the biological history of the site, possibly as far 
back as the last ice age over 10 000 years ago. In part icular they hope to learn more about the pond and whether it 
once formed part of the more extensive Mere that formerly reached Blackwater Meadow. The team hope to be 
able to report back to the branch by the end of the year, and their results will be awaited with interest. Any one 
interested in coming to Birch Road Pond Reserve on Monday morning to see what is involved, will be very 
welcome. 
Peter Boardman is experienced in conservation and wildlife projects, and the Branch is glad to have obtained his 
expertise as Project Co-ordinator. His slides of the Reserve showed how it is rapidly becoming choked with 
certain plants. He explained the plans to restore open water to some of the site and provide public access.  
            The main work will begin in the autumn once breeding activity of birds, amphibians and insects is      
over for the season. It will involve:- 
          i)   Removal of the existing fence and gate, and erection of signs warning of the dangers of water 
         ii)   Clearing of much of the reed mace from the pond 
         iii)  Removal of some of the willow trees 
         iv)  Creating a path alongside the water 
          v)  Putt ing in a seat and a viewing platform 
         vi)  Erecting a display showing what can be seen in the Reserve 
 
John Hughes is Development Manager for the Shropshire Wildlife Trust, and has been much involved with the 
Project from the beginning. He showed an art ist ' s drawing of what the site could look like once the work has been 
completed. He stressed that it  was only an impression, not a definit ive plan. 
 
After a short refreshment break, David Farncombe, Chairman of the Ellesmere Branch, chaired a discussion on 
the plans. Concern was expressed that wildlife seemed to be given secondary importance to public access. It  was 
stressed that wildlife is definitely the priority, but that providing access to the community is also an important 
aspect of the project. It  is to be hoped that there will be lit t le if  any conflict between the two. Some concern was 

also mentioned about the 
possibility of vandalism and 
litter. It is to be hoped that the 
Reserve does not suffer much 
of  either, although the 
possibility has to be accepted. 
 
Most people at the forum 
seemed delighted with the 
P r o j ec t  an d  a w a i t 
developments with interest. 
They will be recorded here as 
they happen. 
 

� � � � � �� � � � � � � � 
� � � � � �� � � � � � � � 
� � � � � �� � � � � � � � 
� � � � � �� � � � � � � � 
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� �' m writ ing to thank you for the ª Mere Newsº which 
you have so regularly sent to my husband Bernard. 

Sadly, Bernard died on February 1st after a debilitat ive 
illness. We had known each other for 64 years and had 
enjoyed 62 years of married life together. His death has 
left a great gap in my life. Bernard' s funeral was on 
February 11th, which was his birthday and he would 
have been 86 years. We had four sons and 1 daughter, 
all of whom are supportive and a great help. 
Bernard enjoyed reading the ª Mere Newsº as well as 
myself. Ellesmere was his birthplace and where he 
spent his life before being called up for the army. He 
spent quite a bit of his army life at Norton Manor 
camp, just on the outskirts of Norton Fitzwarren. He 
was then stationed in Scotland among other places in 
the UK and was f inally posted to the northern part of 
Norway and served there until the end of the war. 
I used to visit Ellesmere with Bernard and I grew to 
love it  as well. I t  is so unique and pretty with its lakes, 
gardens and canals. 
Thank you once again for keeping Bernard in touch 
with the news of Ellesmere and for being so 
supportive. Wishing you all the best in the future. 
 
Mrs Betty Biggs,  
Norton Fitzwarren, Nr Taunton 
 

 

�

� �any thanks for posting me a copy of `Mere 
News'  Winter 2002/3 issue, which featured a 

contribution from Mrs B Marszal, to which I refer to 
her mention of Mr Curtis'  land up Birch Road. 
Ellesmere in the late 1940' s was our holiday 
destination, staying with Gran and Grandad in 
Watergate Street. Through a child' s eyes, this was an 
absolute world away from suburban Manchester. 
First the long train journey involving two or three train 
changes, together with the inevitable brown suitcases, 
then the great arrival on Ellesmere Station platform, 
the few steps through the station booking hall and on to 
the approach road. We were there! 
The village type streets, narrow pavements, old houses 
and cottages, cobblestones here and there, almost like 

pictures in storybooks. There always seemed 
something unusual around the corner. 
Then there was Grandad' s (Mr Curtis) garden up the 
Birch Road, entry to which was through the big grey 
coloured, wooden gates. Inside were the hens, geese, 
maybe a horse and of course, the pigs, the feeding of 
which was the event not to be missed. From the boiler 
to the trough. Also there were the vegetable plots and 
fruit trees and bushes, from which, in respect of the 
season, we could help ourselves. Was this a concession 
to the young boy? 
Away from the garden, other attractions were the 
Mere, the Cremorne with its lakeside sett ing ± wow the 
conkers! - used to take a supply home. The canal 
where you could walk through the tunnel and all those 
very leafy lanes. This place was magic. 
Occasionally Dad would disappear to somewhere 
called `Palins', this I think, was the `White Hart ' , 
obviously a high spot of his vacation. 
Highlights I remember, apart from Grandad' s garden, 
were a trip to the `Pictures' at the old Town Hall. The 
f ilms, I believe, were changed very regularly, and the 
train ride through the countryside to Wrexham on the 
litt le push and pull one-coach train, with its `open plan' 
seating and hanging straps. Even this was different 
from trains near home. 
These were post-war years and, on reflection, the 
aftermath of the war was very much in evidence. This 
child at the t ime was yet to see the seaside, other than 
old postcards, but, alas, now considers to have been 
very fortunate to have experienced such a change of 
environment to leave such lasting memories. 
I st ill visit  Ellesmere to call on Uncle George (Curtis) 
and his family, where I was made aware of Mrs 
Marszal' s letter. 
A f inal lingering memory of Ellesmere `yesterday' is 
the clanking sound of shunting railway wagons, 
audible in Gran' s backyard. I accept this sound could 
have been anywhere and everywhere, but to me it 
epitomizes those Ellesmere days. 
Now it is t ime to return to the station for that journey 
50 odd miles and 50 odd years up the line. 
 

Tom Burrows 
Peel Hall, Manchester 

� � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � � ����
����

A new choir has been formed in Ellesmere 
under the guidance of musical director  Michael Axten. 
The group has chosen for itself the name Mere 
Melodies and practises on Tuesday evenings at the 
Methodist Church Hall, Trimpley from 7.30pm to 9 
pm. New members are welcome to join  rehearsals in 
September in preparation for a Christmas Concert.   
For further details contact Michael on 01691 690103. 

Voice your support for New Surgery 
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ROY BRADLEY 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

40 HILL CREST 
ELLESMERE 
SHROPSHIRE 

SY12 0LJ 
TEL 01691 623016 

Vat reg no 794 3169 93 

� � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �
� 	 
 
 � 	 � � � � � � �

	 � � � � � � � �
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 � � � �

� � � � � 	 
 � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � �
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P & G  
Vehicle Repairs 

Unit 4 Smithfield Works 
Ellesmere 

 
Servicing—MOT’s 
Petrol and Diesel 

Tyres, Exhaust 
Call now for details   01691 622849   

� � meant to send in the attached crossword as soon as 
I has f inished it. Most enjoyable. Please thank 

David Farncombe for providing such entertainment. 

The delay has not been all wasted as otherwise I would 
not have seen and read with such pleasure the national 
coverage that Bridgnorth has just had about Hit ler©s 
plans. It  reminded me (1) that an invasion might have 
resulted in the royal family being evacuated to 
Pitchford Hall, Cound, then the home of General Sir 
Charles Grant KCB, KCVO, DSO, and one of the very 
select group of safe houses spread across the UK for 
such an event; (2) that General de Gaulle©s wife and 
daughter lived for a while at Gadlas Hall, then the 
home of the Hon Sir William Francis Kyff in Taylor 
GBE, KC, DL, while her staff lived at Dudleston 
Grange, which in 1941 was a boarding house. At that 
t ime my grandfather, Richard, was commander of the 
local home guard, and one of those responsible for 
Madame©s safety. 
 

This reminded me of an incident, presumably in 1940 
when there seemed a real threat of Germans invading 
via parachute or even seaplanes. The meres were 
considered as potential landing areas for the latter. I 
don©t know about the other meres but a task force 
felled a quantity of willow trees round Whitemere and 
towed them out to the middle. There they were 
anchored with much rope bought for the purpose - 

(Letters continued from page 16) 
 

Whitemere is 65© deep in the middle. A bill was sent 
to Shrewsbury HQ for refund of the costs, but it  was 
several months before the imprest off icer came to 
inspect the work. Alas! by then the crisis had passed, 
and the waterlogged trees and ropes had sunk to the 
bottom of the mere. I wonder if  any of your readers 
know whether the money was eventually refunded? 

Lionel  Jebb,  
Ellesmere 
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ROB VC: LOCAL HERO with thanks to Heather Bayne 
 
 

The PDSA Di ck in Medal  is recognized worl dwi de as ©the animals© Vi ctori a Cross, the highest decoration for 
gall antry  that can be bestowed on any animal member  of the Bri tish and Commonweal th forces. To date it 
has been presented to 60 animals: 32 pigeons, 24 dogs, 3 horses and one cat. High in the grounds of a farm 
above Hordley, a simple stone stands as a memori al  to Rob, hol der of not onl y the Di ckin Medal , but al so the 
RSPCA©s hi ghest award for  gallantry, the Red Coll ar  with its sil ver medallion " For Valour " . Here is hi s 
story, as tol d by Heather Bayne, who knew and loved him as the family dog, bought by her father for just 5 
shi llings.  

Rob was only f ive weeks 
old when he was bought by 
Mr and Mrs Bayne, then 
living at Laurel House, 
Tetchill. At six months old 
he began his training, 
learning to drive catt le and 
round up the sows and 
their litters. He soon 
became a very competent 
farm dog. 
 
Early in 1942, the War 
Office broadcast an appeal 
for suitable dogs for war 
work. Rob was offered, 
and after a three month 

delay, was accepted by the War Dogs Training 
School at Northaw. He passed out in a record t ime of 
nine weeks, trained as a guard and patrol dog with a 
f lair for liaison work. 

Rob and his handler were sent to an infantry 
regiment and took part in the landings in the North 
Africa campaign. At the close of that campaign, he 
was held at a Dog Holding Section near Constantine. 

 

From there he was sent to the 2nd SA S©s training 
base at nearby Sousse to act as a guard dog because 
stores were vanishing at an alarming rate. It was 
from here that he was f irst smuggled up in a plane by 
men of the SAS, when they were practising their 
parachute jumps. Rob made his f irst jump silently 
and without panic. 

The Commanding Officer was informed and 
Rob©s training began in earnest. He was trained to 
drop silently and lie st ill until released, then 
stealthily round up his patrol in daylight or 
darkness. He was trained never to bark. The men 
could sleep secure in the knowledge that Rob 
woul d keep ceaseless vigil, silently pacing around 
the men. If he saw, heard or scented the enemy, 
he would move silently back to lick the faces of 
the sleeping men. 

 

As a liaison dog, he would work between two 
handlers, often a mile or more apart, carrying 
messages of such importance that the lives of the men 
rested on his ability to travel at speed, resist 
distractions, accept food only from his handlers, and 
allow no-one but his handlers to remove messages 
from the special message-bearing case. 
 
At one t ime, Rob was taken on shore raids, landing  
from a batt leship in the Adriatic Sea. On one highly 
dangerous mission, Rob©s party was missing for six 
weeks,  and all hope of their return was given up. 
When they reappeared, their allotted task safely 
completed, Rob was given the entire credit for their 
safe return. For this and other operational jumps, Rob 
was later awarded the Dickin Medal. 

After returning to base in North Africa, he left for the 
UK with his handlers, where he was sent into 
quarantine in Edinburgh. Urgent requests for his 
temporary release to accompany the 2nd SA S into 
Arnhem were to no avail. Rob had to remain in 
quarantine, so his handlers went without him. Later 
communications stated that they, together with many 
of the men he worked with, had been killed in action. 
 
When the quarantine period was completed, Rob 
rejoined his unit in Colchester where he was used for 
demonstration purposes. During that t ime, he received 
the Dickin Medal from Lord de Lisle and Dudley, 
then Mayor Philip Sydney.  
 

The Dickin M edal being 
pr esented to Rob by Lor d 
de Lisle and D udley in 
1945 
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The citation reads: 
 
"War dog No 471/322 ©Rob© took part in the landings 
in the North Africa Campaign with an Infantry unit. 
Since September 1943 he has served with a Special 
Air Force Regiment and took part in operations with 
that unit in Italy, most of which were of an 
unpleasant natureº . 
 
He was used as patrol and guard over small part ies 
who were lying up in enemy occupied territory. 
There is no doubt that his presence with these parties 
saved many of them from being discovered and 
thereby captured or killed. The dog has made over 20 
parachute jumps" 
 
Soon afterwards, Rob was presented with the 
RSPCA©s highest honour, the Red Collar with its 
silver medallion "For Valour". He was Britain©s f irst 
Parachute Dog, and became known as "The Ace of 
War Dogs". He was later to lead a parade of War 
Dogs at Wembley. 
 
Rob was ©demobbed© in November 1945 and returned 
to Tetchill under military escort, where he quickly 
resumed his old way of life. 
 
In 1947, the family moved to Springfields, Kenwick 
Park, where Rob lived out his days until old age and 
infirmity overtook him and he was put painlessly to 
sleep in 1952. He was buried at Springfields and a 
marble stone, the gift of sculptor F.A. Cox, engraved 
with Rob©s head and behind the planes and 
parachutes, stands in the garden-a tribute to a loyal 
and gallant dog. 

(Continued from page 18) � 
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£2 admission including tea &  biscui ts 
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After my story, memories of an evacuee in the Mere 
news, I had several lovely telephone calls. Mr. Harold 
Thomas rang me; he was the boy in the back of picture 
holding the dog -  I  was next to him holding the pig. It 
was sixty years since we had last seen each other and we 
talked on the telephone for some time trying to 
remember sixty years ago. Then Harold©s nephew Mr. 
Frank Edwards rang me. After a few more telephone 
calls, we arranged to meet and Frank booked lunch at 
the Trott ing Mare. 
Jackie my friend said 
put a luggage label  on 
your jacket with 
evacuee printed on it 
and take a brown box 
that would look like a 
gas mask. I agreed if 
she would do the 
same 
Sunday 17th April - 
the weat her  i n 
Liverpool looked very 
promising, as I set of 
for the Trott ing Mare 
with my two friends, 
Jackie driving and 
Pauline the navigator. 
I t  had been nearly 20 
years since I had been to Welshampton but this t ime I 
was going to meet someone who remembered me. I was 
very excited, would we recognize each other after 60 
years. I was gett ing very nervous as we got nearer to 
our meeting place. 
 

We arrived in good t ime and I think the manager of the 
Trott ing Mare wondered what was going on when we 
walked in and told him we were evacuees. About ten 
minutes later Frank and his wife Mary came in and we 
introduced ourselves. Mary had brought Frank©s 
mother' s wedding album with her. I had  lived at the 
farm with his mother Grace. It felt so good going 
through the album with Mary telling who was who. I 
did recognise a few faces. Then Frank said ª Here©s 
Uncle Haroldº. I stood up and went to greet him, he had 
changed just like me. But in no t ime, at all we were 
busy rolling back the years. He had brought a small 
album with him and there were so many photographs of 
the family who had taken me in wartime. 
 

There was a picture of Joyce, Harold©s sister, who was 
very special to me. I felt like crying when I saw her. 
The years seemed to roll away and I felt I  was back 
there in 1940. Joyce had taken me under her wing and 
wherever Joyce went I was never far behind. If  only I 
had tried to f ind them in 1986 when I was there. But we 
all know the world has become a smaller place now. 
Harold and I talked about the other children that had 

stayed at the farm and all the good t imes we had. We 
did so much laughing and it felt so good. After we had 
our meal and it was soon t ime to go home, we all 
agreed we had had a successful reunion. Frank and his 
wife Mary are lovely people and we are going to keep 
in touch. Harold asked me if I would like to see the 
farm again, I agreed readily. We followed Harold©s car 
as he took us back through the country lanes to the 
farm where we had lived as children. It was pouring 
with rain, so we didn©t walk about. All my memories 

were awoken again. 
There is one thing I 
must say -  I  don©t 
ever remember it 
raining when I lived 
there. Harold has 
lent me the small 
album that belonged 
to his mother so I 
can get some copies 
of all the family, his 
mother had the 
original photograph 
that was in the paper, 
and now I can get a 
good clear copy of it . 
I  will keep in touch 
this t ime and in the 
summer I will come 

back and go to all the places that I remember. I 
returned home very happy knowing my search was 
over. I know the t ime I spent as a child in 
Welshampton made my life so much richer. 
 

Just before we had our dinner Sue and Geoff from the 
Mere news came, I was so pleased to see her. They 
took a lot of photographs. Without Sue, this meeting 
woul d never have been possible. When I rang 
Ellesmere Library last year about the photograph of the 
evacuees, she put me in touch with Mr Derek Williams 
from Oswestry Library, who took the t ime to search 
through all the old newspapers and found the only 
photograph there was of me as a child. Thank you Sue 
and Derek. I look forward to the summer when I can 
retrace my steps as a child and relive so many happy 
memori es. 

Harold 

Pauline June 

Frank Betty 

Mary 

Jackie 
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As part of a 'Working with Others'  project a group of learners from County Training in Oswestry visited Ellesmere recently.  
They researched different aspects of the area with special emphasis on the Mere, St Mary's Church and the castle.  Below are 
some samples of their work.  
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Church Street, Ellesmere 
01691 622632 

 
Homely B&B 

 

Food served Noon—8.30pm daily 
 

Quiz Nite ±Sundays at 8.30pm 
 

M eeting rooms 
 

Newly Extended Accommodation 
 

www.ellesmere.info/redl ion 

 RED LION COACHING INN A.J. SUMNER &  SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
Proprietor: Paul Sumner 

 
For a Personal and Caring Service 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

24 Hour Service 
 
 

Coronation Cottage 
Criftins 

Nr. Ellesmere 
SY12 9LN 

 
Tel 01691 690328 

or  
01691 623726 

    
New Look Web Site  
E l l esm er e' s o wn  web si t e —  

 www.el lesmere.inf o has j ust been 
completely redesigned. The site which is 
dedicated to providing information about our 
town for residents and visitors  has recently 
benefited by sponsorship from the Ellesmere 
Town Council as well as the longstanding 
Chamber of Commerce. You can download the 
Chamber' s new Town Leaflet from the site. 
 

You will f ind up to date info' about events in 
and around Ellesmere, news items, and  details 
of services and businesses in the area.  The site specialises in good quality pictures and has extensive galleries 
recording events such as the Triathlon, Regatta  and the Brit ish Heart Foundation' s Mere Bike Ride. 
 

www.ellesmere.info is also the electronic home of Mere News, with many `out of print '  issues available online. 
There are many pages on the site dedicated to local voluntary groups such as the Ellesmere Amateur Dramatics 
Society, Area 51 Skate Park and  Town Scout Group. If you would like your group added just contact the web 
site at admin@ellesmere.info—it ' s free to voluntary groups. 
 

Ellesmere.info is now receiving a large number of visitors from around the world. Over the past year more than 
half a million `hits'  have been recorded on the site from nearly 30,000 visitors.  
 

Take a look at the newest pages detailing the Town Council' s activit ies. These pages will be developed further 
very soon. 
 

I f  you don't have access to the internet at home, why not drop into the Library where the staff will be able to 
show you how to surf the World Wide Web. The Infolink on Wharf Road also uses the site as a source of local 
information. 
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With spring behind us for another year, the promise of 
balmy summer months stretched endlessly before us. 
Would the predictions of a "good summer" prove to be 
right this year? T ime would tell. 

As night, as well as day, temperatures slowly warmed, 
the batt le to keep up with lawn mowing began once 
again in earnest. Would the grass be dry enough to cut 
by afternoon? Should we remove the cutt ings or dare 
we mulch so early in the year? Frosts became a 
forgotten hazard - well, almost. We often seem to get 
the odd late one, clipping the t ips of new growth on a 
few susceptible plants. This year the lovely fresh green 
t ips of some Crocosmias were the main casualt ies. 
Luckily the damage was only cosmetic, rather than 
terminal. 

Moving onwards towards mid-summer, a surge of soft 
green foliage soon overtook the dying leaves of 
daffodils and tulips, cementing the transit ion from 
spring. As cold May blossomed into sunny June, 
summer perennials began their reign in the borders. I 
am always amazed at how quickly the bare earth is 
hidden as plants are drawn up by the growing warmth 
of the sun and longer daylight hours. 

By now, in our well drained garden, the t ime for 
planting has long passed, apart from a small bed of 
sun-loving annuals which will need watering 
throughout the summer months. The main borders are 
left to take their chance, although plants have been 
carefully selected to cope with our demanding site. 
Cistus ÁSunset© will f lower all summer, accompanying 
a purple-leaved sage which produces a stunning 
display of blue f lowers. Other stalwarts include 
Sedums, Euphorbias, and Buddlejas. 

Mid summer©s day dawned f ine and warm this year, 
allowing us to take full advantage of the long daylight 
hours. After an enjoyable t ime pottering in the garden, 
it  was so satisfying to enjoy a supper of freshly picked 
vegetables, as we basked in the long rays of the 
evening sun! 
Birds are abundant in the garden this year, seeming to 
have had a successful breeding season. In addit ion the 
usual blackbirds, robins, f inches and sparrows, we 
have enjoyed the antics of dunnocks, some uncommon 
tree sparrows and a family of woodpeckers feeding on 
meal worms and fat balls. It has also been a great 
pleasure to see that the resident thrush has successfully  
raised a brood and then promptly tucked into the snail 
population with gusto! 

As summer progresses, our attention switches from the 
ornamental to the kitchen garden. Here we do need to 
water during dry spells for any success. A leaky pipe 
system, fed by gravity from a small tank, eases the task 

while at the same time delivering water to the roots 
where it  is needed. The pleasure of picking fresh peas 
and beans, courgettes and salad leaves makes the effort 
worthwhile. And also digging some early potatoes - 
ÁOrla© has done very well this year. The greenhouse, 
too, has been productive. It©s not surprising to hear that 
vegetable seed sales are the fastest growing area for the 
seed companies, as more and more gardeners discover 
the taste of really fresh just harvested produce. 

High summer also means fresh fruit. This year we have 
planted a small bed of ÁAlice© strawberries. Although 
advised to remove fruit in the f irst year, who could 
resist leaving a few to ripen! And the sweet and juicy 
berries did live up to expectations! Roll on next year. 

On warm sunny evenings in mid July, the pleasurable 
task of fruit picking gets into full swing, start ing with 
the f irst raspberries and soon followed by a productive 
gooseberry bush and blackcurrant. These supply 
enough for our needs, including some to go in the 
freezer for winter treats. 

For us, fruit picking usually coincides with hay making 
on our smallholding. Hot, sweaty and hard work in the 
(hopefully!) baking sun, but satisfying when it©s safely 
collected and over for another year. 
In our closely packed garden, f lower beds need litt le 
attention in summer, apart from deadheading and an 
odd t idying session, so leaving t ime to sit and enjoy the 
ever changing scene. The bold splash of oriental 
poppies in early summer is replaced in turn by roses, 
daylilies, Dieramas and Eupatoriums. A supporting cast 
of hardy geraniums gives sterling service for months. 
My favourite performers include G. x oxonianum 
ÁThurstonianum©, G. ÁHollywood©, and G. ÁAnne 
Thompson© (nicer than G. ÁAnn Folkard©). 

Summer f lowering shrubs, too, come into their own. 
Escallonias, Potentillas and Lavenders all enjoy a hot 
sunny spell, as do Hebes and Hypericums. 
In retrospect, the summer will have lived up to our 
expectations of "a good one", the hot balmy days 
intensifying the perfume of fragrant f lowers this year. 
Our jasmine scented Trachelospermum asiaticum, 
twining its way up the south front of our cottage, has 
f illed the bedrooms with its perfume during the hot 
spells in high summer - the best for years. Earlier, pinks 
scented the whole garden during June. 

Now we can relax! Or can we? Still hedges to trim, 
after the blackbirds have f inished raising their third 
brood. But that job can wait until autumn while we 
enjoy a f inal barbeque or just a cup of tea in the lush 
dark green, yet st ill colourful, late summer garden. 
 

SUMMER SOLSTI CE: A GARDENER©S CHRONI CL E (Part 2) By Gill Eleftheriou 
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          RICHARD W  OWEN MLIA (dip)  
Director         

 

                    RICHARD P EVANS  BA (Hons) MLIA (dip) 
  Financial Adviser      

 

Telephone: 01691 624866 Fax: 624877  
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