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Welcometo Mere News No 31, Winter 2005. |

Winter again! At lead it seems likeit. It was dark & sx last night, it israining i
outside, rattling on the garage roof, athoroughly misarable day and sill only late ==
October. Isthis Global Warming, | wonder. e

& But despite the weather, here is another Mere News to brighten up your day. We are back again with the &

'::: usual mixtureto entatainyou, to inform you andto generally ‘while away the blues asthe song says, “ You l::
}.: lucky peopl€’ quoting Tommy Trinder. %&.

t~  Christmaswill soon be upon us, the shops have been reminding us since Easter, it seems. So, from all of us &=
fe  at ‘Mere News to all of you, our readers and our critics, we wish you all the best for the Fedive Season. &

i Included in thiswish we, the Production T eam, would liketo thank all our contributors (without whom we i©
i~ could no longer function) our advertisers and our goonsors (with out whom ditto) and our distributors (very &=

i important) and enyoneelse who | may have missed out! i©
"~ ic
:::- We wish you all a Very Hgppy Christmas and a Healthy and Prosperous New Y ear. b
i© i
i© =
ic =
L £

'&

i© Calling All \
EmEm b ba e ba b e R )

LR L AR R AL AR L Budding Journalists.........

Would you like to appear in print? Send in your
contributions to The Editor, contad details on front cover.

£ 7y
it _@ /

And Budding Artists........... Thanks to AnnalL agoyianni aged 9 for this issu€ s
front cover picture. If you areayoung or not S0 young artis—why not send
us apicturefor thefront cover of a futureissue.

A4 | A5 [ A6 | A7

perissue £45 | £30 | £20 | £15

Please send your advert Feature position * £50 | £40 | £30 | £20
reguirements with cheque Inside front or back cover

payableto ‘MH?NG\_NS' to For 3iswues £120 | £70 | £50 [ £30

m grngt;aer?o#?ﬁe?)ylalr?drﬂcg{)nany Feature position * £140 |£100 | £70 | £40

team - address detailson front

cover.
Printed by ABBEY WORKS of Shrewsbury I
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Here we go agan!
Beginners pleasd

In 1944 | kept coming across (a different shows) a
dance band called ‘ The Border Dance Band' run by
two brothers, Bill Cox (the drummer) andWalter Cox
(who played accordion). It’s nice when this happens,
you keep doing shows and old friends tumm up on the
same programme. It's always nice to kegp seeing
other atigs and chating about where you appeared
and about other performers (i.e. who was doing well
and who wasn't!).

Curtain up —Oveature and

| got to know Bill and Walter
quite well. Although Bill Cox
played the drums, he was also
an excellet pianig and he
much prefared to play piano
ingead of drumming. SO one
night & a show we were doing
he said to me, “ Can you play
the drums, Charlie?’ | replied,
“Don’'t know, Bill, I've never
tried.” “Well come and have a
go,” he said, and unbelievably
| took to it like a duck to
water!! S from tha night on
in 1944 | had ancther 4ring to
my bow (or drums) and as well
as doing a ventriloquist and
comedy spot, | was now afully
fledged drummer with ‘The
Border Dance Band. Of
course the bookings doubled,
because now they could advertise tha as well as
playing for dancing, they could now also supply the
Cabaret Soot.

| was by thistime beginningto live by my diary and
really for the next 64 years | couldn’'t say ‘yes or
‘no’ to anything until 1 had looked in my diary! Many
times over the years | have said ‘yes to a booking
without consulting my diary and I've found two
functions on the same night! But | have aways
managed to do both of them (phew-nevea again!!).
I’'ve had ome nave ending expeiences, rushing
from one show to ancther inthe pag!!!

I've always said tha for every ‘dar on top of the
hill, there are many atistson the bottom of the hill,
just as clever andtalented. For ingance, Walter Cox,
as well as being an accomplished accordion player,
could also play superbly onthe concertina. When he
used to do his little cabare ot with me during a
booking, he used to play Irish jigs and everybody’s
foot was tapping— it was most infetious and by the
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time we had finihed our little spot everybody was
happy and in a super mood!!

But of course in 1945 the War ended and then began
areal excuse for apaty —it was called ‘A Welcome
Home Paty’ for all thetroops being demobbed. The
band and | did many, many of these patiesl! Mogt of
them were inthe open air, in regs and avenues all
over the place, and | never remember one party tha
had to be called off because of bad weather. It always
seemed to be dry or sunny — wha memories
Although raioning was ill in
force usually the whole sree
would get together and hand in
some food or food coupons and
the tables ouside in the dred,
or in the midde of the road
would be myserioudy full of
food and goodies! Day after day
in 194546 and into 1947, |
entertained & many WH parties
and it seemed everybody in
those fa off days was only too
willing to help ou. I'm sure
that the experience of the war
years helped us al to be
friendlier and for want of a
better word ‘happy’ to help
each other. | someimes wish
the same feelings were more
readily felt nowadays!

Mind you, some ‘Welcome

Home Paties were rea ‘pod’

affairs and were held in nice
hotels (this was usually when the Officers were
demobbed!). But whereve they were held, the
atmosphere was always the same and everybody (and
| mean everybody) joined in. Happy Dayd! But then
wouldn’t everyone be hgppy after five years of war
and struggle.

When the‘Border DanceBand' finished, thetwo Cox
Brothers (Bill and Walte) were both a lot older then
me, in fact they were getting near to relirement age. |
asked them wha they were goingto do with the drum
set andto cut a long story short, | bought it, so | was
now the proud owner of afull dance band drum Kit,
al complee. Little did | realise how important this
would be to me, when | did my Naional Service.

| entertained all thetime | wasin the RAF and during
that time came across quite a few musicians who
wanted to dart a dance band. | jus dropped a few
hints to the Officer in Charge tha | had a s¢ of

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

drums at home and tha | used to play in a dance
band. As soon as he found this ou, he organised
transport for me to colled my drums from home and
bring them to camp and we formed a super RAF
dance band called ‘The SKies and it only broke up
when mod of us got demobbed! Wha agrea shame.
We did talk about joining up again in Civvy Srest,
but unfortunaely we all lived too far gart. The
trumpeer was from Kent, the trombonid from
Glasgow, the pianist from Devon, me from Chester,
S0 you can imagine, gatingtogeher dter Danob was
impossible. Ancther episode of my enteataining life
closed, so0 let’slook & ome of those dars of Variety
Days.

Does anyone out there remember a Light Comedian
called Nosmo King, whose real name was Wason,
his son was Petty Offica Jack Waon who used to
be on the radio in ‘Navy Mixture, a comedy show.
Well, he got his name from seeing the sgn in a
railway carriage which said‘NO SMOKING .

| had the pleasure in 1947 of meding Laurel and
Hardy in Liverpool when they were gppeaing a the
Liverpool Empire and San Laurel told ustha he had
changed his name because his real name on thestre
bills and poders was San Jefferson. But this real
name contained 13 leters and Varigy folk ae very
supergtitious, so hechanged it to San Laurel. He was
born Arthur Sanley Jeffason, inthe Lancashiretown
of Ulvergon in 1890. Oliver Hardy told us he was
born in Harlem, Georgia, USA in 1892. T hey teamed
up togethe in 1925. | was with some old friends & a
Variety Artiss Federaion meding in Liverpool,
when | was lucky enough to havethis chanceto med
this unforgetable pair of comics. Meging them was
out of this world and a memorable night and also
ancther gory for my Dadtotell his cusomersin the
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bar! | do know tha Laurel and Hardy were always
willing to med their fans, some people have told me
they me them both on wakabout in Shrewsbury
when they were appearing in the town some years
ago.

| have & home avery rare book, printed in 1950 and
called ‘T he Performer, Who'sWho in Varigy’. In it
are three Northern comics who | know will bring
back memoriesto someof you. Thefirg oneis Albert
Burdon, borm in South Shields, 4t July 1900. He had
a very grong Northem accat of “ee by gum” type,
but was very popular in Variety. Ancther popular
Northen oomic was Albert Modey, borm in
Barndey, 39 March 1901. He was very popular in
Blackpool and ent many Summer sea®ns in
Laurence Wright’'s shows a the North Pier, the lad
one caled ‘On With the Show in 1950. Anacther
Northe'n comic was Dave Morris—him with the very
thick glasses- born in Middiesbrough, 6t July 1896.
He was aregular on BBC North Radio Show ‘ Variety
Fanfare .

Y et again, another name cropped up in thiswonderful
book of mine — Norman Evans, faned for his act
‘Over the Garden Wall'. He was bormn in Gracie
Fields town of Rochdale in 1901. Such funny
comics, who would have audiences laughing in their
seatsinthoseterrific, Long Gone Daysof Varigty.

Morenexttime, kegp smiling

HQ
HY
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What livesin a Pod and isa Kung Fu expert?

Bruce Pea!

What do gorillassng at Chrigmastime?
“JungleBdls JungeBdld”

What ring isgquare?
A boxing ring!

What happenswhen a
frog parksin ano-
parking zone?

He getstoad away!

Whyismilk fag?
Becauseit’ spast your
eyesbeforeyou seit!

What do you call a
frightened man?
Hugo firg!
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It is with great pleasure that | write this Christmas Message to you all. | feel most
privileged to be Ellesmere Town Mayor and | have had great pleasure
representing Ellesmere around Shropshire at many varied functions since May.

We should feel very proud of our town and the wonderful community spirt that is
so evident. This seems to be especially strong around Christmas time, when we
all come together to join in the many events and festivities. On behalf of Ellesmere
Town Council | wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful and
prosperous 2006.

Councillor Ann Hartley
Town Mayor

AARARRARARARARRARRARARIAG
Are you a lone parent?

Are you thinking about returning to work,
but you are not sure what benefits you
may still be entitled to?

*  Will you be better off in work?
* Do you need training?
* What about childcare?

Would you like help to claim Working Tax
Credit?

For answers to these questions you can now
call into Ellesmere Infolink between 1pm and
2.30pm fortnightly on a Wednesday, to see a
lone parent adviser from Jobcentre Plus, or
telephone the Lone Parent Advisory Team
on 01691 403204.

&
&
S

Ro

Alternatively you could call into Oswestry
Jobcentre Plus.

belspapafafspspalalwtslutslulalalelalolalulalvlalvlslvlulvlalv]

bxlspypalafspspalalulslelelalelalelalulalulolulululululeluls

WRAARARARARARARAPP333




Mere News Issue 31 page 7

Ellesmere Branch - The Shropshire Wildlife Trust
The Branch organised three local outings during the summer. In May, Allan Dawes, a volunteer
Warden, led a group of members around the Craig Sychtyn Wildlife T rust resarve. This ridge of
limestone near Trefonen has been quarried in the pad, but it is now a peaceful broadeaved
woodand, which is home to pied flycachers and otha summer migrants, and some unusual
plants, including the drange herb paris and orchids. On amild summer’s evening we enjoyed the
vidt to this delightful spot, enhanced both by the wide views from the top of the reserve and a
sociable pint in apub afterwards.
In June David Bevan, local farmer and wildlife enthusiast kindly invited usto hisfarm near Ellesmere for a walk round
the fields. For many yeas, David has been farming in an environmentally friendly way, long before many people had
realised itsimportance. He isrightly proud of being able to demonstrae his successin combining an intereg in wildife
with running a working dairy farm. The group enjoyed refreshmentskindly served by David swife, and were set ashort
wil dlife quiz to make surethey had been paying atention!
Following an indoor megting in April & which Yvonne and Irving T ucker told us about their Shropshire hill fam, two
groups of members vidgted than a Bryn Uchd. The fam is ove 700 fed up and overlooks the Tana valley, and
seemingly, most of the hills in Wales. It was a glorious July evening when the fird group visited, to enjoy a groll
around the sheep-grazed hillside, the flowers and bird life much in evidence andto inspect the healthy free range pigs
and hensin the barn. Our hositable hogsthen provided refreshments, and we had the pleasure of stting in deck chairs
and enjoying the view, while several playful and delightful sheepdog pups tried to wrestle with our shoelaces.
Unfortunaely, when the second group visited a week laer, the weather was much lesskind, but they till managed to
enjoy their vist on a rather damp evening.

Following a summer break, our indoor meetings began again in anew venue. The Town Hall hasprovedto be ideal and
we have had two very well attended meetings there so far, in September and October. Not leag of the advantages in
moving to the Town Hall has been the willing and efficient help given by Brenda Cole and her assistants in geting
everything s& up for us. Wemuch appreciaethis.

Our Programme for 2006 continues with monthly meetings, always on the first Thursday of each month: T hursiy 50
January: A WILD GRIZZLY ADVENTURE — An autumn journey into the Alaskan wilderness: Oliver Smart isapart-
time wildliife photogrgphe and keen birdwatcher, who | have got to know recently. Having had a preview of afew of
his picures of these impressive bears and heard something about how Oliver obtained them, | have no hestation in
recommending this meeting to gart the New Y ear.

Thursday 2™ February: WILDLIFE ON CANALS We are back nearer home this month with Suart Moodie, an
ecologist with the British Waerways Board. He will dart with a brief higory of the canals, before going onto explain
how a balance is aimed for between canal redoraion andthe conservaion of wildlife that uses the wateways. This
meedting should be of paticular local interest.

Thursday 20d March: VOLES OWLSAND LANDSCAPES Dr Cath Pricetekes a look & small mammals and their
role in the countryside, especially as part of the menu for predators such asowls. Owis in turn cantell us much aout
the health of the small mammal populaions. S birds and mammals in wha promises to be a fascinaing aspect of
wil dlife study.

Thursday 6" April: Following a short AGM, well-known local nauralid John Tims complees the seaon’s indoor
medingswith some of his highly raed sound recordings of wildlife, to entertain us, and maybe improve our knowledge
of bird song. With the neging season well under way, it isa good timeto learn more abou the sounds tha surround us
at thistimeof yea.

Outdoor vidts: two have been arranged, oneto look for newts & Brown Moss near Whitchurch with expert Viv Geen;
the other a vist to Melverley Farm, also near Whitchurch, with the Warden Cah Price. Melverley hasnever had the
benefit of insecticides or pedicides, and so its hay meadows are full of flowers, and itshedges full of bird life. We could
also see a number of mammals. On a fine evening this should be a delightful vist. Deails of both vists available nearer
thetime

Entrance to all our medtings is £2.00 for members and non-members alike, and everybody is welcome Deailswill be
on poders aound Ellesmere before each meeting.

If you are intereged and want more details on megtings or any other asped of the adivitiesof the Wildlife Trust, please
contact 01691 622497

David Farncombe
o Countryside Heritage nd
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L lywelyn ap Gruffydd Prince of Wales

Llywelyn was the second
on of Gruffudd, the €eldest,
but illegitimate, son of
Llywelyn ap lorwerth (the
Great) who had been given
the lordship of Ellesmere as
dowry. With two of his
brothers he wasinvesed with
power in Gwynedd following
the death of hisuncle Dafydd
ap Llywelyn in 1246. By
1255, having ousted his

brothers and accepted as overlord of mog of the other

naiveWelsh rulers, he began to dyle himself Prince of

Wales. Hetook advantage of the disputes between the

King and barons, led by Smon de Montfort, to extend

his power to the Dee and Powys and quite possbly

Whittingon and Ellesmere Then, in June 1264,

Llywelyn’s postion was greatly $rengthened when de

Montfort and the barons, with Welsh support, took the

King prioner & the Battle of Lewes. With England

under the control of de Montfort, Llywelyn’s reponse

was to offer generousterms for a

treaty of aliance. The resulting

agreement was drawmn up at

Pipton, near Qasbury on the

Wye, where Llywelyn and his

vassals were encamped. The

substance of the agreement,

someimes called the Treay of

Pipton, is contained in a letter

from the captive king Henry 111

dated at Hereford June 22 1265.

In it he promises recognition of

Llywelyn as Prince of Wales

with lordship over otha Welsh

chieftains and the restoraion of

al lands, including Ellesmere,

Harwarden and Whittington,

teken & any time from Llywelyn

the Great or his son Dafydd.

Within two yeas fortunes had

changed: Smon de Montfort had

been defeded and the king

rewarded Hamo le Srange with

the Manor, Castle and Hundred

of Ellesmere in rgumn for his faithful service to the

Crown.  The king, now preoccupied with regoring

order in England, came to terms with Llywelyn after

protraced negotiaions & Shrewsbury; the result was

the treaty of Montgomery. Thetreay was Llywelyn's

moment of triumph; for the first timethetitle Prince of

Wales was formally recognized by the English Crown.

Furthermore the King acknowledged the prince’ sright

to receive the homage of mod of the naive rulers of

Wales and recognizedtha he wasruler of al the lands
once held by his grandfahe, Llywelyn the Great.
Evidently this did not include Ellesmere, pehgs
because it was in England. Llywelyn in reumn
recognized Henry 111 as his overlord and bound himself
to pay the king 25,000 marks (gpproximately £16,666).

Despite the achievement represented by the Tregty of
Montgomery, lack of support from his family and some
other Welsh rulers and the oppostion of the powerful
Marche lords weakened Llywelyn's postion. As his
princedom was so important to him, Llywelyn had
delayed marriage until he was in a podtion to win a
bride of royal descent. In 1272 he arranged to marry
Elinor, a daughte of S9mon de Montfort, who
numbered among her uncles a king of England, aking
of Fance and aHoly Roman Emperor. But Edward |,
who came to thethrone of England in that same year,
had Elinor kidnapped on her way to Wales, because he
fearedtha the union of Llywelyn and Elinor was a plot
to rekindle dissenson within hiskingdom. As aresult
Llywelyn did not atend Edwards corondion in
August 1274, and by April 1276 he
had refused five summonses to do
homage to the king. In November
Llywelyn was declared a rebel and
the Marcher Lords seized the
territories between Powys and
Gamorgan, which had been granted
to Llywelyn by the Treay of

Montgomery.

In 1277 Edward | invaded Wales
with the largest army seen in Britain
since 1066. LIlywelyn was forcedto
submit andto agreeto the Treaty of
Aberconwy, which allowed him to
retain the title Prince of Wales but
emptied of meaning because he was
deprived of most of his teritory.
Immediaely work began on a more
ambitious scheme of cadle building
than had ever been seen before in
Wales. The King then entruged
Roger Ledrange, lord of Ellesmere,
totake charge of the Welsh hodages

delivered to him. Edward was firmly in control of
more Welsh territory than any previous king of
England.

On Pam SQunday 1282 Dafydd, Llewelyn’'s brother,
attacked Harwarden Castle This provedto be the firg
blow of a revolt againg English rule tha became
widespread. Llywelyn could no longer remain loyal to
both the King of England and his brother Dafydd so he
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joined the revolt tha had some measure of success.
They cgptured a number of cagles, including Rhuthun,
Aberystwyth and Builth, defeaed the royal forces in
the south end compleely destroyed part of the French
army asit tried to crossthe Menai Sraits. ThisWelsh
vidory was a severe blow to the king and forced himto
borrow heavily in order to assemble a larger force of
men.

On 30 Ocdober 1282 Roger
Lestrange was appointed captain
of the amy of Montgomery in
place of the deceased Roger
Mortimer of Wigmore. He oon
moved to his new command in
Shropshire leaving Builth Wells
cagtle, which he had previoudy
been guarding for the king, inthe
hands of John Giffard.
Meanwhile the king's forces
conquered Anglesey and,
contrary to their orders, crossed
to the manland on the 6"
November. Near Bangor their
force was overwhelmed and
many knights were killed. This
defeat gavethe Welsh new hope
and Llywelyn decided to move
south and carry the war into the
Marches ashehad donebefore

Llywelyn camped the night of 10

December near Abbey Cwmhir

with 160 cavalry axd 7,000

footsoldiers after marching to the abbey from
Inlanmake through the land of Gwrtheyrnion. While
Llywelyn was thus engaged Roger Ledrange, withthe
garrisons from Montgomery and Osaestry and Roger
Mortimer Junior of Chirk and his brothers Edmund and
William, moved against him.  After leaving Abbey
Cwmhir on the morning of Friday 11 December,
Llywelyn s¢ out for the south gaining possesson of
Buellt up to Llanganten just west of Builth Wells
cagle. Then, according to the Welsh Chronicle,
Llywelyn, "sent his men and his deward to receivethe
homage of the men of Brycheiniog, and the prince was
left with but afew men with him". Inthe afternoon of
11t December he gopeas to have split off from his
main force with alittle band of 17 or 18 mento keep a
rendezvous, but with whom is not recorded. It seams
mog likely tha the Maches under Roger Ledrange
and Roger Mortimer of Chirk, both of whom had
probably advanced from Montgomey, fell upon this
little band and daughtered them in the evening of
Friday 11 December, around the time of vespas. The
main Marche army, afte killing Llywelyn, moved
againg the now leaderless Welsh army and, probably a
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dawn the next day, encountered them and inflided a
heavy daughter. According to Roger Lestrange, when
the action was over 3,000 Welshmen and all the Welsh
cavalry lay dead in the field and his own troops had
suffered not one casualty!

Who actually killed Llywelyn is uncatain, but from
the numerous chroniclesthat record
the event two digind traditions
emerge, both of which have
connedions with Ellesmere. The
firg and most widely quoted is the
chronicle of Walter of Guishorough
compiled a the Augustinian priory
in North Yorkshire. Thisaccount of
the deah of Llewelyn, which is
certainly among the most deailed,
assigned the deed to Sephen de
Frankton, the ®@enturion© of
Ellesmere. Trandaed from the
Latin hisexad words are:

“ And when he (Llewelyn) was seen
by oneof our men, namely Stephen
de Frankton, but was not
recognised, that same Stephen with
a handful of men followed him as
he fled. He was but lightly armed
and Stephen thrust him through
with a gpear, and leaving
immediately returned to our army.”
The little informaion tha has
survived about Sephen de Frankton
closely associaes him with Roger
Ledrange. It was “at the ingance
of Roger Lestrange” tha, in 1275, Edward | raified" a
pardon to Stephen de Fraunkton, granted by Henry
[l at the ingance of the said Roger, of his abjuration
of the realm and al of all tregpasses during the late
perturbation of the realm”. The exad naure of
Sephen’s trespasses, tha evidently were such tha he
had to leave the country, is not recorded. However he
held land in the manor of Ellesmere under Roger Le
Srange, which, according to the 1280 survey of the
manor, amounted to 4 virgaes (gprox 300 acres) in
Ellesdon (Elson). It is intereging to note tha in the
previous century “ Ellesdon” had been given by Daydd
ap Owain asamarriage gift to his daughte. Lae we
find Sephen de Frankton serving as Centenarius of a
company of Shropshire Infantry from Ellesnere under
Le Srange in the amy mustered againd Rhys ap
Maredudd in 1287.

The other tradition, inthechronicle in English verse by
Robert Mannyng of Bourng, named Sr Robert Body as
the knight repponsible for Llywelyn® beheading. " Sir
Robert Body a knight his suerd best bote, Doun sone

(Continued on page 11)
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. Will It Be A Silent
_d/:" R nght

»//ﬂ»\) In Your House?

Never place candl es near your Christmas tree or furnishings. Never leave candl es
unattended.
Make sure they are fully out when you goto bed.

Decorations burn essily, never atach to lightsor heaters.
Never overload dectricd sockets. Take specid care with Christmas lights.
Don't leave cooking unattended as most fires start in the kitchen.

Keep matches and lighters away from children a dl times
Make sure cigarettes are out and empty ashtrays safdy before you go to bed. Never
smokein bed or when tired.

TEST YOUR SMOKE ALARM AND BATTERY EVERY WEEK
USE CHRISTMAS ASA REMINDER TO CLEANIT AND REMOVE DUST.
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(LIywelyn ap Gruffydd Prince of Wales
Continued from page9)
he light and Leulyn hede of smote". Sr Robert
certainly profited in the king® and Roger Lestrange®
favour and moreover was most likely a man of the
Montgomery  garrison,
hailing from the town of
Sockton in the honour of
Montgomery. It is surely
sgnificant tha within two
years of the deah of
Llewelyn Robert Body
was granted four virgates
(ove 300 acres) of landin
Hardwick, confiscated
from “Welshmen and
rebels, who adhered to
Llewelyn,(over 40 are
named) late prince of
Wales, againg the king’
inthemanor of Ellesmee
by Roger Lesrange.
Evidently the Welsh
community of Ellesmere was being punished for
rebelling in support of Llywelyn. The King himself
confirmedthis grant on May 9th 1284.

Thefad tha 9r Robert Body and Sephen de Frankton

were each granted 4 virgaes of Iand in Ellesmere that

had previoudy been occupied by Welshmen by

Ledrange, supports David Sephenson’s conclusion

tha: “ Frankton struck the Prince down and, the other,

Body, cut off his head” Laer tha day Roger

Lestrange, as commander of the Montgomery army,

sent thefollowing message to theking:

“Know, dre, tha yourtroops whom you assigned to
serve with me have fought with Llywelyn g
Griffthin the country of Builth on Friday next after
the Fead of Saint Nicholas, asthe said LIlywelyn is
dead, and hisarmy defeated, and all the flower of
hisarmy dead, asthebearer of thisleter will tell
you, and believe him asif he wereme.”

From this point on Walter of Guisborough gives the
modg detailed account.

“When he saw Llewellyn’s face and recognised him
they aut off his head and joyfully carried it to the king.
The king commanded it to be taken to London where,
surmounted by a silver coronet as a mark of a prince
and impaled on a spear, it was carried on horseback
through the centre of Westcheap in London with a great
throng of citizens and pomp; in the end it was lodged
on a lofty tower of the royal palace so that it might for
a long time be seen by all who passed by.”

At the time of his death Llewelyn was under

excommunicaion because he was rebelling againg the

king but, a the supplicaion of hiscousn Maud Gffard
of Llandovery, and on assurancestha hehad asked for
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a pried in his dying moments, his headless corpse was
buried in the consecraed ground of the abbey of Cwm-
hir where the white monks sang a requiem mass for
him. His grave can gill be found marked with agonein
the ruins of the abbey and anothe stone has been
ereded near the spot where
he died at Cilmei, near
Builth Wells, bearing the
inscription:
“Near this spot waskilled
our prince Llywelyn 1282” .

Christopher Jobson
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The local
online book
shop for all

your new

books

www.mer esidebooks.co.uk

No computer? No internet?
No problem-
Ring 01691 624 620 for prices
and availability

M ereside Books

The Promenade
Ellesmere, Shropshire SY 12 OPA
Tel: 01691 624 620
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Gone for a Soldier

“My name is Charles Allen and | amlong dead. |
was born in Ellesmere, Shropshire, in the
February of 1837 into a Wesleyan family living at
38 White(?) Terrace, Charlotte Row. | was
working as a bricklayer in Shrewsbury when |
turned 18 and decided to join the Army. | enlisted
at Shrewsbury Castle on 12" February, 1855 and
became Number 4001, Private, in the 15 Battn.
14" Regiment of Foot.

| was a good soldier, if somewhat unruly, making
Corporal three times before being reduced to the
ranks, the last time after a regimental court
martial. I blame the devil drink! | served twice in
Malta, won the Crimean Medal with Sebastopol
clasp fighting the Russians and then served at
Cawnpore, India, and the West Indies. My
mother, Mary, died on 7" December 1869, but my
sister Sarah continued on in Ellesmere. | ended
20 years of service at Chester Castle in February
1875.”

Theaboveis abrief outline of the career of alocd
Victorian Imperid infantryman. | came into

page 13

possession of his pay/record book many years ago
whilst teaching history in the Courty. | know
Charlie was 5ft 5%ins in height, had a fresh
complexion, dark brown hair, hazel eyes and wore
size 9 boots! | like Chalie a great deal, a good
soldier when it mattered, a good comrade to his
‘oppos’ and vaued by his officers. | can only
conjecture why he was “ dischar ged insane” on 2™
M arch 1875. Perhgps Sarah needed financial help
and his presence a home. Anyway he obviously
‘worked his passage’, with official help to ensure
a pension and disability pay ments to augment his
regular savings.

Did hestay in Ellesmere? Did he marry ? What did
hedo in retirement?

Can you in any way help toput flesh on Charlie?
Has he any descendants in the area? You can
contact me a The M eres Visitors Centreand TIC
where | have worked for the past 12y ears.

Derek Smith

PS To ‘proveé his insanity he signed his
discharge Chas. Alleyne — or was this his red
name all along?

Are you caring for someone at home?

Would you be interested in coming along to
a local carers group?

Ellesmere Carers Group
meet at
The Comrades Club,
Victoria Street

1lam -1 pm
on 2nd Tuesday of the month

$%& ( (" N)*

See you there!
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Gamebuck Rough and Coptiviney, or Spout Wood

Many new giles and sgnposts have gppeaed along our
roads and lanes over recent months thanks to work
carried ou by Shropshire County Council. The provison
of better access to the countryside and to improving the
sae of the footpahs and brideways is due to an
initigtive called the Parish Access Project. Across the
County all rights of way are being checked and a
progranme of improvemeits undertaken. Ellesmere
Urban and Rural Parishes have been benefiting from this
Project, and an excellet job isbeing done.

People who may not be familiar with the local footpaths
can now exploremore of the area, and feel confident that
they will not find pahs blodked or diles broken or
overgrown.

We have recently donethe circular walk described here,
and it wasareal pleasureto findit all the pathsin such a
good state. Theroue includes stretches along roads, but
these are generally quiet and have wide verges for use if
traffic is me; a leas road walking also allows good
progress to be made. Thee is plenty of intered in the
hedgerows and fields along the way. The woodland paths
should be passable all year, © you might try it in
different months, and enjoy the seasonal changes.

We aways teke a mg when ou walking in the
countryside, and the bes map for this walk is the OS
Pahfinder 828 ‘Ellesmae (Eag) & Prees (green cover),
now replaced by the larger and far more cumbersome OS
Explore 241 Shrewsbury map (orange cover) available
from T he Meres Centre and local shops. Both these maps
show field boundaries and other feaures useful for
walkers. Sout walking shoesor boots are best for the off-
road bits, and a mobile phone is always a good idea, just
in case.

| always take my binoculars for bird watching, but they

also come in handy for gotting way-marks on gatepogs
or diles on the far ddes of fields. A way-mark is a

conspicuous white disc with a broad yellow arrow tha
pointsthe way from one gaeor giletowardsthenext.

Thewak gatsand finishesin Ellesmere T own Centre; if
arriving by car, park in the car park near the Town Hall
by the roundabout. You cen either walk up Svan Hill, or
go along the tradk through the woods from Cremorne
Gardens, and get out on to the road by climbing over a
gile just beforethetrack swings around the far side of the
Mere. Cross the newly re-built railway bridge (but there
is no railway now), and athird of amile further on turn
left along a No-through road. Thisends at ‘ Green Banks
where a Brideway signpog points pag the two houses
along atrack(l). A rugy field gate gives accessto afield.
Head straight acrossto thenew steel gateon thefar side.

Beyond, is Gamebuck Rough, a narrow strip of deciduous
woodland, where bl uebells flower in spring, and a stream
flows in a seg-d9ded little valley, and wildlife thrives.

B & # ' ()
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Where the pah meds a farm track, tumn right and
immediately |€t, to go through a geel gae and back on to
the pah. Some sections along here used to become almog
impassable after rain but as pat of the Parish Access
Project, work herehasinvolved laying chippingsto givea
much-improved surface. This woodland section of the
walk isjust over half amilelong, and ends at a gate onto
alane(2).

The walk hastaken an hour or so thusfar, and if you tumn
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right here a two mile walk along the road through
Coptiviney will teke you back to Ellesmee along Swvan
Hill. One advantage of thisroue for some istha it avoids
the need to climbove any diles.

There is however araher longer more varied aterndive.
By tumning left once ou of the wood, and walking a few
yards up the road as far as Kegoers Cottage, ancther
sretch of woodland can be enteredthrough a wooden gate
on the Idt. Thisis Soout Wood, where you may see, or
hear Buzzards and Raven. Follow the tradk along the
valley until a new way-marked post indicaesaright turn.
Thepah goes up the valley sde. At thetop turn left along
the insde edge of the wood to a new gate into a field.
Crossto adile & thetop left-hand corner, and climb over
onto a road(3). Tun left to reurn to Ellesmere; you can
follow the road all the way back, which will lead youto a
junction where you turn right, and walk badk down Snan
Hill into thetown again. Two and half hours is enough to
compleethiswalk fortheroundtrip & asteady pece.

Or thereis amore intereding roue, across fields, usng a
well way-marked footpath provided with new stiles. Sart
walking along the road from Soout Wood, as described
above, but wherethe road drops down into a little valley,
look ou for afootpath signpog on the right just past a
field gate. Crossa gileintothe corneg of afield, and keep
the hedge on your right until you cometo the next gile
and a gate. Tumn left here, ignoring the way mark tha
points ahead up the field.

T &king careful note of the diretions shown by each of the
clearly visble arrows, you continue across several fields,
all of which are lush pagure. There may be hads of
placid Friesan cows in some fields, but other than giving
you a steady gare, they will ignore you. Having said, tha
one of the fields does have notices pointing out tha there
may be a bull therein, but he was nat presat when we
waked the route in early October, and of course
dangerous animals should not be in any field with a
Public Foatpah running through it. However, | thought it
only fairto mentionthe signd

Actually this routetakes you off the edge of the mgp for a
very short distance, but if you go by the way marks you
won't ge log! You cross about a dozen giles, and as
many fields, eventually goproaching along line of poplar
tress lying along the roue of the old railway tradk, which
will indicate tha you are nearly badk. You soon cometo
either Diksmuide Drive or Svanmere Park, either of
which take you back to Swan Hill, and so back to the
town catre

Particularly if this lad section is included, this walk is
quite varied, andthere is aways plenty of intered along
the way. We hopetha we may encourage more peopleto
get ou and exploreour local lanes, woods and fields.

Comments to the Editor on how you get on if you set out to
follow these instructions would certainly be of interest.
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Areyou aCarer?
Do you know someone who is?

Can you imagine taking on a full time nursing job
without any training?

Can you imagine being on call 24 hours aday, 7 days a
week , 52 weeks ayear and never geting abreak, never
having time for yourself? Can you imagine being 75
years of age and darting a new very physcaly and
emotionally demanding full time job?

Can you imagine being so physically and emationally
drained that you don't know if you can go on?

May bethese seem extreme but there isa group of over
30,000 people in Shropshire who every day take onthe
demanding role of a “ Carer”. Often they go unncticed
by their family and community because their role is
smply not recognised but without these caras many
people would be unable to remain living in their own
homes.

Carerslook after friends or relative who because of age,
disability or illness couldn't manage & home without
their help. They don't receive any payment for thiswork
and they may even be trying to juggle a career ousde,
with the work they do as a Carer. Someimesthey live
with the person or may be even adistance away.

Caring for omeone & home can be a lonely and
difficult job. There may be timeswhen a Carer feelsthe
need for outsde help and they may not be aware tha
loca help and support is available in the form of
Shropshire Carers. We seek to atively help Carersto
find the support they need by conneding them to
exiging support ngworks and referring them to the
appropriaehealth and care agencies.

Carers Helpline (01743 341995) gives Caras the
opportunity to talk with someone who understands the
highs and lows that they go through aswell as providing
individual support and advice.

We have edablished Carers Groups throughout the
county enabling people of smilar circumstancesto get
together, relax, socialise andto have fun! They are able
to gain emotional support from each other andto share
experiences whilst receiving a little bit of pampering,
tripsou and many moreadivities, all a no cog.

Caring has a major impad on peoples lives. At times
they feel overwhelmed. They may feel aloss of identity.
Often they feel alone and in need of some help and
support.

Think carefully. Do you recogniseyourself asaCarer?
Or perhagps you can identify a friend or family member
who isacare.

Shropshire Carers redlly can be of help. Comeon give
usacal! 01743 341995
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As a podsript to the article ‘Rob VC, we ae
publishing the following letter from Badl Bayne,
Antrim, Northemn Ireland, concerning John Brunt VC,
who was a pupil at Ellesmere College. In his sparetime
he execised Rob the dog. Basil and Heathe Baynes
mother wrote a book on ‘Rob’, which was neve

published, entitled ‘ AsBrothesin the Fray’ — aphrase
from thefollowing poam. (Editor)

Dear Editor
The following poem by WH Phillips
was published privaely in a dim
volume of his poems entitled “ War-
Time Rhymes and Peace-Time
Rhymes’ by William Henry Phillips

John Brunt VC,
Of Paddodck W ood, Kent.

Fromyouhto manhood & one boundhe roseg;
Soread Death’ s confusion o’er his country’ sfoes,
Laughing at all danger, soorned the fear of deah;

Fought for his honour while Heaven lent him breath.
He sought no glory of awide renown;
Looked for nofame aimed & no laurelled crown;
Livedwith his men as brothersin the fray;

He would not claim agreater namethan they.
Risking a thousand dea hs, he chea ed Deah,
Untiltheangel, with apassing breath,

Blew out the candle of hislife scarcelit —
Inonefell moment put atermtoit.

* % % * %

A small bronze aoss” For Valour” marks hisname
On higory sroll of never-dying fame.

EPITAPH
Quiet helies, taking hiswell-earned red;
In life in death, for eve inthevan:
In his battalion ranking as“the best”
Civilian, officer and gentleman.”

Editor’ snote:
- 1# 2 - ,- & 3
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Dear Editor

In Mere News Issue 30 Auumn 2005 reading Tom
Burrow's letter brought back memories for me Nick
Curtis, his granddad, was a chimney sweep who used
to goto al the local weddingsin al hisgear carrying a
chimney sweep’s brush, his face blackened with soot.
It was intended to bring luck to the couple geting
married.

It worked for me; | have been married for over 54 years
(9t August 1951). My family lived & No 11 Birch
Road (and my aunt & No 10), atwo bedroom home
with 4 children! We laer moved to 27 Beech Grove on
the, then, new housing estae.

We had a wonderful childhood, playing with tops and
hoops onthe road ouside. Mables was also a popular
game and as | remamber | was quite good at it!

We walked for many miles in the areaandto Lee and
Tetchill which were our favourites, also bike riding to
Oswestry and Overton —wha memories, | could go on
and on but will refrain.

S C Strong, (nee Godwin), Cuddington, Northwich

Dear Editor

| recantly received a copy of the Mere News from close
friends, Sue and Jeff Penningon, who live in
Dalesman, Knolton, a few miles ouside of Ellesmere. |
would like to subscribe to your Newdetter as
Ellesmere holds many deaxr memories for me.

In 1944 through 1945, | was dtdioned on the Cteley
Egdae next to the Meres. My oufit was the 137th
General Hospital from the United Saes. Wearrivedin
Scotland and were transported by train to Llandudno
where we stayed for two weeks. Then, truckstook usto
Ellesmere. | had just turned 18 so everything was new
and strange to me. | had never been away from home
until 1 entered the United Sates Army. T he people in
Ellesmere tregded me royaly. | fell in love with
England right from the gart. (My wife, who is from
Cheder, England remarks tha | made a fine
Englishman). When | would get a bresk from my
duties, | used to walk down to the Mere where there
was a Fish and Chips gtand. | would trea myself to
Fish and Chipswrapped in a newspaper, sit on abench
and enjoy myself, overlooking the Mere Ellesmeae
brought me peace of mind. Occasionally, atruck would
teke usto Wrexham and Chedter. It was at a dancetha
I ma my wife, Joyce Reynolds, who lived in Cheger.
On Decamber 15@ we will have been married 59 yeas.

(How time flies).

My wife and | vist friends and family in Cheger,
Llandudno and Ellesmere as often as we can. On our
trips to Ellesmae, we aways dop to vist the
Mainwarings whose Edde | was sadioned &. We al®
vidt friends in Southport. Lad September, my two
daughters (Julie Marasoo from Lexingon, Kentucky
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and Maria Diana from Goshen, New York) returned
to Ellesmere with us. They dayed & a Bed and
Breakfag on . John® Hill, (a home rating ou a
room). We had our final meal a& the Red Lion Inn
before we left fa the United Saes. It was a great
trip, adding more mamories of Ellesmere. If al goes

well, we will vigt again in 2006.

| look forward to hearing from you and look forward
to becoming a subscriber to your newdetter. If you or
any of your readers have any information about my

military outfit, please contadt me.

Again, it was a pleasure reading your community
newdetter. My day in Ellesmee was atreasured one
even through it was wartime. My very best to the
wonderful people in Ellesmere 1 anxioudy await
hearing from you soon. T hank you for your time

Mr. Luigi C.Ddillol2 Gardner Avenue Ext.

Middletown, NY 10940
845-342-2727

Dear Editor

| enjoy my grandfahe® copy of AGracechurch©by
Alohn Ayscough©(alias the Rev. bhn Bickesteh
Drew) with a key a the back, in my grandfaher®
hand, for many of the names. He wrote tha this key
was "supplied by C.R. (Charlie) Mooreto Cteley - he
being then the Aldest inhabitant"©Drew did not try
very hard with some of his pseudonyms, and even
used the corredt namesfor the streets. Apart from the
name changes, there was little atempt to hide the
charadersfrom other Ellesmerians.

Thiskey has moved meto try to unravel some of the
namesin Al he Gentle Yearsdy T Lovat Willians- |
don® even know if ALW©was a nom de plume.
Although he declared A'he charadersinthisstory ae
imaginary, and bear no referenceto any living person©
Lord Belljoy (Lord Brownlow) and Mr Trave's (Mr
Brownlow Tower) are eadly recognisable, as ae
Castle (Church) Sred, Camelot (Cremorne) Gardens
and Highwoods Hall (Cteley). My grandfaher was,
alas, away for the years described, and has only
provided two names. One is his aunt Louisa, who
built the Cottage Hospital; she is caled AViss
Prunella Grey© The other is her Libera ally John
Hood, formely the Cambrian saion-mader, who is
called Arhomas Bull© Older Ellesnerians will recall
his son Tom Hood who had the shop in Sotland
Sreet.

| have worked out some of the names of people,
places and: pubs (of which latter there were many
more in those days) but am gill woefully short of a
full list. Do any of your readers know of a AeyCto
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this book? | will glady swap a copy of our key to
AGracechurch@or it!

Yourssincerely,
Lionel Jebb

Dear Editor

The story of Birch Road Pond inspired my husband
and meto goto Ellesmere. | smply could not believe
what it looks like now. | remember the rubbish tip
with the incineraor just down the dopetowards what
is now the pool. There was a shallow sheet of water
there with grass growing through it — it was then
called ‘the flash’ — and not atres in sight.

I remember we put my younger brother in ahip bath
we found on the tip and pushed him out onthe flash.
Needlessto say it tipped over andhe got very wet and
| wasin serious trouble when we got home

On our recent vist the mamories came flooding back
to me, the Wells family and the Hesps, Mrs Evison
whose apples we used to ‘scrump’. Sheila and Tom
Lewis who lived at Nol13 Birch Road — our shoes
were mended by a Mr Lewis, possbly Tom’sfaher.
My faher a9 had alag on which he usedto soleour
shoes. | now havetha lad and it isused as a door
stop.

My regre is tha | have no photos of those days.
Now, my camera goes everywhere with me. All these
memories were when | was about 10 yearsold— | an
now 75.

Margarg Palin was my best friend inthose days; she
lived & theWhite Hart Hotel in Birch Road and was
one of my bridesmaids 54 years ago. Sadly we have
lost touch now!!

Yours, with Memories

Shella C Strong
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ROY BRADLEY

PAINTER & DECORATOR
40 HILL CREST
ELLESMERE
SHROPSHIRE
Syl20LJ
TEL 01691 623016
Vat reg no 794 3169 93

Are you claiming Benefits, but would
like help to move into employment?

Then come alongto Ellesmere Infolink between
1 and2.30pm fortnightly on a Wednesday to see
an adviser from Jobcentre Plus.

For moreinformation you can call 01691 403232
or call intoOswestry Jobcentre Plus.

P& G

Vehicle Repairs

Unit 4 Smithfield Works
Ellesmere

Servicing—MOT’s
Petrol and Diesel
Tyres, Exhaust
Call now for details 01691 622849
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

by David Farncombe
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Many of the answers are names of fanous people but some are words linked with people. SO Abraham Linooln
might have described it as a Crossword about the people, by the people, and for the people —then again, he might
not! T histimetheclues are generally straightforward ratherthan cryptic.

Sendin your entriestothe Editor by 1st February 2006 for the chanceto win a‘valuable prize'.

Across
1

4

8
9

10

12
14
17
18
20
21
22

23

Down

13
14

15
16

19

Young ficional hero, who likesworking
with clay?(6)

The sort of aunt to give painful advice?
(5)

An outlaw, rebel ortraitor (8)

English artid of classcal and historical
subjects (4)

Earl of ........ who gave hisnameto a
mechanical model of the solar sygem
(6)

Co-author of The Communist Manifesto
(6)

French monk associaed with the Alps
and a breed of dog (7)

Mumbadevi, a goddess, gave her name
tothiscity (6)

A useful personto include on Himalayan
expeditions (6)

Hungarian inventor of atype of pen (4)
Lordly writer of Idyllsof theKing (8)
French dramaig whoseplaysinclude
The Maids (5)

Philip ...., Elizabehan poda and soldier
(6)

Dolly, the country and pop singer (6)
Thesethree, of one voice, gave some
celebrated performances (6)

Great British composer (5)

Great British ator (7)

Actor who solves the frequent murders
occurring in hispart of rural England (7)

Quirky comedian and actor(3, 5)
Supporters of a Royal dynasty inthe
fifteenth century (8)

French expressonig painter (7)
Comedian and film gar, born in England
in 1903 (3, 4)
Popular athor and travel writer (6)
Fictional hero associaed with 39 geps
(6)
French football dar (5)

HD
1]
vl

What do short-sighted ghosts wear?

Foooktacles!

Answersto Prize Crossword -

ISSUE 30
Across
1.Rounders 5.Visa 9.Medic 10.Sanish
11.Norman 12.%ki run 15.Sandcastles 19.Orders
20.Acoss  23.America 25.Cigar  26.0pen
27 .Ndiona
Down

1.Rimini 2.Underhand 3.Dacca 4.Rest 6.lci
7.Athens 8.Rackd 13.Reed organ 14.Tan

16.Dawin 17.Tobago 18.Adral 21.Cadi
22.Gala 24 Eye

Congratul ations to the winner: Mrs B Moore,
Trimpley Court, BHlesmere, who wins one of our
valuable prizes.

B3

[

¥
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arwnE

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Wha colour arethe bread s of blue tits?
To which plang do Abbott and Cogellotravel in‘Abbott and Codellogoto Mars ?
How long does morning last on the moon?
The Caspian Saisthe world' slargest what?
Built onthefirg level of theEiffel Tower, where would you goto have ameal & Le restaurat de laTour
Eiffel?
In England, what day followed September 2™ in 17527
How far down aflagpole hould aflag beif it isflying & half-mag?
Where does duliet dand during the famous balcony scene of Romeo and Juliet?
Wha religion was Britain’ sonly Jewish PrimeMiniger?
. Wha typeof creaturewas buffalo Bill famous for killing?
. Isthe Uppe Nilenorth, south, eag or west of theLower Nile?

. Itwaspredictedtha Henry IV would die in Jerusalem andhe did. In which town did he die?
. Inthe 1948 London Olympics, wha stroke was used by thefirg sevenfinishersinthe200m breaggroke

final?

At thetime of writing the world' s populaion isedimaed & 6,222,336,610. Approximaely how many of
them live on the surface of the earth?

Who wrote ‘The Autobiography of Malcolm X’ ?

I'n which city were The Plymouth Brethren founded?

Wha wasthename of thecharadter played by Clint Eagwood inthe 1973 film ‘The Man with No Name ?
On which sde of theMoonisthe Eastern Sea?

‘TheHitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy’ is atrilogy of how many pats?

Including Elizabeth 11, how many Queen Elizabah's of England havethere been?

Good Luck —the usual *valuable prizé will be awarded to the winner andthefreedom of EllesnereLibrary’ s
reference section isal on offe! Closing date 1st February 2006.

MOBILE *NEW*

CHIROPODIST HOME START
PARENT TODDLER GROUP

SUE HASKEY, MEETS 15T TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
BSc (Hons) Pod, MChS, SRCh 10.00 -12.00 NOON
: : AT THE METHODIST CHURCH
Fr |endly, pl‘OfGSSl onal TRIMPLEY STREET
service. ELLESMERE
ALL WELCOME

CALL FORHOME VISIT: || 50PPER SESSION PER FAMILY

01939 270906 CONTACT ANNA/THERESA

01691 680888




Mere News Issue 31 page 22

A

Add your own caption tothispicture taken by John Tims in Ellesmere s M arket
Hall. Our thanks to Rodney Stokestoo for its use.
Send in to the Editor to win one of our ‘valuable prizes’

oooooooooooooooo

RED LION COACHING INN A.J. SUMNER & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Proprietor: Paul Sumner

For aPersona and Caring Service

Private Chapel of Rest
Church Sreet, Ellesmere 24 Hour Service
01691 622632

Homely B&B :
omey Coronation Cottage

Food served Noon—8.30pm daily Criftins
Nr. Ellesmere

Quiz Nite—Sundays & 8.30pm SY12 9LN

M eeting rooms Tel 01691 690328

www.dlesmere.info/redlion or
01691 623726
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by Sanley Horton

By theyear 1900 local government in Ellesmere was
settled as an Urban Digrid Council of thirteen
members, the chairman of which was Mr B.R.C.
Tower. The surrounding area was under the care of a
Rural Distria Council, the chairman being Mr John D.
Owen of Plasyn-Grove.

The livedock make (Smithfield), which had been
operdional snce 1869, was under the control of the
Ellesmere U.D.C. and fair and marke days were
Tuesdays. On these days up to 300 cdtle, dightly
smaller numbersof shesp and calves, and sometimes as
many as 600 pigs were offered for sale by two firmsof
auctioneers. T here were, of course, seasonal varigions
in the above numbers and it seemstha the “ fair” was
held fortnightly rather than weekly. However, the large
numbers of livesodk being delivered to Ellesmee
Smithfield (and no mator vehicles in those days) and
sold to the grea industrial towns, perhgps 50 or 60
miles distant, indicated the intensity and complexity of
the faoming industry around Elleanere.

In those days, Ellesmere had aLiteray Socigy which
(The Whitchurch Herald reported in February 1900)
“was fortunate in having the services of Mr Thomas
Emberton of Birch Hall asits lecturer in Agriculture.
Well known as an up-to-dae farmer with 20 years
expaience Mr Emberton is the elded of a family of
eleven— all faming with atotal of 3,500 acresintheir
occupaion. He daed recatly tha he was once offered
the tenancy of a farm in Gloucesteshire of ove 500
acreswith gx cottages at arent of £340 per annum. Mr
Emberton is futhe of the opinion tha much of
England is badly farmed and is drongly of the opinion
tha more modern mehods should be drenuoudy
pursued.” Thomas Emberton died in 1921 — his
comments (were they available) on presat day
agriculture would be morethan alittleinteresting!

The above mentioned Mr Emberton was aso
prominat in loca governmett and among his pods
was membership of the Committee of the Pure Beer
Bill —whatever tha was.

Crime in Ellesmee a cantury ago was probably not of
any grea consequence but taken quite serioudy by law
enforcement agencies. For ingance, a woman from
Wem who was convided of driving a horse andtragp in
Waergae Sred two hours after lighting up time was
fined half a crown with seven and sxpence cods.
Likewise a labourer found trespassing in pursuit of
conies (rabbits) on Haughton Fam was fined ten
shillings with costs of seventeen and sx. Obvioudy
rabhits were deemed to be of more importance than
road safey. Fines for being drunk and disorderly
varied between 10 shillings and two poundswith a few
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more shillings payable in the shape of cods.

Much interes was aroused in Ellesmere in March 1901
in the holding of a*“ elling Bee” in the Town Hall.
For reading unpunc uated speech the winner was David
Adams. In junior Pelling, A. Tower was placed fird
with Tom Hood second and Syd Pregon third. For
recitation, Miss Ward was firg with the

aforementioned David Adams second. In impromptu
speaking, J. Hood was the winner with T.W. Upward
in second place.

The evening was presided over by Mr R.E. Lloyd and
the adjudicators were the Rev. B. Thompson, the Rev.
ST. Wilson and thetwo Misses Jebb. One wonders if

something on amilar lines, being both educational and
compditive, could be arranged for the benefit of
today’ syoung people

It would seem that the ingoection of Ellesmere s public
placesisan evat of long sanding for in the year 1901
the annual check-up of roads, dreds, markes and
works was scheduled to take place on the 25th day of
April.

A noteof tragedy now for abou the sametimethe wife
of Charles Hill was found drowned in the Mere.
Searchersfor the missing woman included Mr Hill, his
assgant Mr Day, Mr F.J. Brown, Mr Mclntyre as well
as Police Sergeant Francis and Police Congable
Ausgtin. At the eventual inquest, a verdid of “Found
Drowned” was returned. The foreman of the jury was
Mr J.S Knight, licensee of the Bridgwater Arms Hotel.

To end on a rather hgppier note —a newsitem in alocal
papea read, “PENLEY - Nightingale singing at
Hampton Wood — For abou the lag fortnight large
numbers of people have been going to hear a
nightingale sing between the farms of hn Smith and
George Hale”. Thiswasin May 1901 and one wonders
how “ large numbers’ of people trangorted themselves
to a somewha remote rural locaion upwards of four
miles from Ellesmere beforethedays of motortravel.

Further notes on Edwardian times around Ellesmere in
a later issue.

* | &
*
&
* ( |
I &
* 7 &
* &




Mere News Issue 31 page 24

Poetry Corner

It'sthe T uesday tea danceandthey' 1l all be heretoday.
Aches andpains forgotten, dancethe afternoon away .
Foxtrots, quicksteps, waltzes, smeare dow but some are nifty.
With memoriesof how it was way back in 1950.

Norman'sinthetoile and he s struggling to pee,
He' sgottrouble with his progae and likely miss histea.
Eddy' sgot anew lovetha heme in Thornton Heeth,
She does alovely tango, but she has't any teeth.

Hislateg fancy footwork nearly broke hispartner' sneck,
She mistook hisouside swivel for atravelling contrachedk.
Ida s had he hair done and she' sready for the saunter,
She had vindaloo lag night and it' s coming back to haunt her.

Florry' s mini skirt' srevealing when she' s pinninginthejive
Shereally shouldn't wear athong, gpproaching85.
They' vehadtheir teaand ca&ke and cha and had a little laugh,
And gamely rise with aeaking kneesto face the second half.

Norman' smade it back intimefor rumbanumber one,
His cucaracha svery nea, but he' sldt hisflies undone
Vera sfallen over in amassive Crimplene heap,
Bert'sgot indigestion and Mabel' sfad adeep.

It'slast waltz timeand up they get for Humperdinck' soldtune.
And then: Goodbye, good luck, take care, God willing see you soon.

With thanksto Derek Prothero, Surrey

OLD MOBILEPHONES

(INCLUDING UNWANTED CHARGERS 3 334 5 6 7!
AND ACCESSORIES)

8 6 7 593 |

RECYCLE YOUR M OBILE PHONE AND
RAISE FUNDSFOR THE NORTH

SHROPSHIRE FURNITURE SCHEM E 96 [ 78
; 879 7 97 3 7

By recycling re-usable furniture donaed by the

local community and providingit & low costto 7 98 97 7
those in need, North Shropshire Furniture Scheme 4 5 0 984 8 9

not only relieves poverty but also helpsto take L

care of the environment. $Ux) Yo<="" >>
Y our nearest mobile phonerecyding unitis V\& can enter eventsfor you on the

Stuated at ELL ESMEREINFOLINK, Wharf dl inf Shronshi I
Road (also acceptslaser & inkjet cartridgesfor esmere.info & ropsnireoniine

recyding—fundsin aid of the Royal National websites
Indtitute for the Blind)
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| once visited the market town of Olney which is famous for two things: the Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Race and the fact that W William Cowper lived therefor many years. A very pleasant hour or two may be
spet a the Cowper Museum in the M arket Square and | did that (actualy more than once) and was
inspired enough to pen the following saga in the vein of John Gilpin® Adventure on horseback.©

Four Srangersin Town

Thereisatown called Milton Keynes,
A fine upganding place,
But when MrsM. did visit there -
she found it a disgrace.

She got mixed up within acrowd,
And could not find he mate,
He@ disappeared asin a cloud

And she@ arrived too lae.

"Where hashe gone? Wha happens here?"
cried MrsM. infright,
"Don®worry 9s' her brother said,
"We® on find him alright.

Just then she spied afair youngmaid,
Frog marchinghim along,
She put al othe girlsin shade
From out tha merry throng.

Away went Joseph, nedk or nought,
Away went shea pace.
He little dreamt when he set out
Of running such arace.

"Where going he?' quoth Mrs M.,
"and for why or what?
He hasn®looked round once” she said,
"hedoesn®cae ajot".

"Well al | know" said brother Reg,
"it@quite open and quitefrank,
Joe amply askedthe girl concerned,
"Whereisthe Trustees Bank?"

"1@l1 takeyouthere"the girl replied,
"You® never findthe way,
Theprecind iss0 large” shesaid,
"It mighttakeyou all day".

Away went Joseph, and away - -
Thethreeothersa hisheels,
But if they wereto keep the pace,
They would have need of wheels.

Thepeople crowded all around,
And covered up Joe®trak,
"We® go and find the car" said Mabe,
"And wait till he gets back".

"No need" said Reg,"heSright down there,
But | cannot seethe girl.
Let®hurry on and catch him up,

He must be in awhirl."

Ah! ! little did they know that Joe- -
He did aright turn make
Theman they chased - an unknown man
It really madethem shake

"Le®find the bank ourselves' they said,
Surely he® be waiting!!!
Theregtoodthe girl al on her own,

It was getting mog frustrating.

Themaid was looking all forlorn,

While countingout her money, "
| thought tha he would wait for me,
| donot find it funny”.

"He needed further guidance,
To meit seemed quitenaural,
It was eithe Lloyd®the banker®
Or findthe Abbey National".

"He askedtha for us' then Reg replied,
"Our stepswe must retrace
We® find him lookingout for us
Inthis God forsaken place”

The aowd dispersed alittlethen,
Even made atiny floor ace,
And therewas Joe, quite nonchalat,
With asmile aoross hisface.

"I thought tha youhad followed me,
| didn®think youd tary",
Mabe laughed "Next timeyouwalk in front,
The cameral will carry".

AV,
iy
!', Jﬁ\_‘t | freely give youthis advice,
‘{;' ' lt®&not assmpleasit seems,

To find your way eithe inor ou,
Of towns like Milton Keynes.

With humble apologies to William Cowper.
Also acknowledgement of poetic license free-ly
used.
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| had hoped to produce an article on t h e
lines of ‘Desert Idand Discs , but tha hasprovedto be
an impossbility, mainly because | couldn't meke my
mind up which records | would have chosen.

| would certainly have chosen a piece of brass band
music. My earlied musical memories are of Summer
Sunday evenings grolling through Tundall Park (Soke
on-Tratt) and hearing various brass bands playing.
More recently | have had much pleasure listening to the
Porth-y-Waen Band sefforts & the Ellesnere Regdtas.
Incidentally the Regattd s date usually coincides with
my wife's Birthday, so pehgps a good lunch and the
odd glass of wine help the enjoymen of the music.

S my choice of abrass band piece would be the hymn
"Deep Hamony' or apiece of Military band music such
asthe march "Risng of theLark’

As | grew a little older, early teens, | discovered free
lunchtime concertsin the Victoria Hall, Hanley, usually
chamber music, dring quarteds ec | aso went
to see one of the well known pianigs of the

day, Irene Sharrer, who was dressed in flowing

black and who had a unique playing gyle her

hands were reminiscent of a duck's fratic
padding. She played a "Sherzo' by Litolff,
popular & thetime. T his piece has no logical

end, raher likethe “Song of the Volga Boamen'

that fades away into the distance as performed by the
Red Army Choir.

The Red Army Choir produced some very good
performances. Apat from their musc, they put on
circus type gunts, with Cossack dancing and a
gpectacular stunt where a dancer leapt from behind the
choir over their heads landing on the front of the gage.
How the gunt was performed was shown at alate date
the dancer was propelled ove the heads of the choir by
the muscle power of two orthree Russans.

S, | should choose some Russan Musc for my
imaginary oolledion. Here | would be spoiled for
choice any T chaikovsky symphony or a piece of ballet
music, but tha would rule out Borodin and Rimsky-
Korsakoff and even Sravinsky who is not everyone's
favourite

Now, moving on, asthey say, | had to evatually join
her Majedy's Forces, the dreaded National Service. |
must admit | did not enjoy thefird month of my service
Catterick, in January 1950, was bitterly cold, with poor
food and little heaing in wooden huts, a recipe for
misery! However, things improved a little until June
1950 when, because of the Korean aids, Naional
Service was increased from 18 monthsto 2 years. Back
to square oneindeed!
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Eventually, trained upto the eyeballs and after being in
umpteen diffeent camps, | arived in Hamburg,
Germany, and we sdtled into another huted camp on
the banks of the River Elbe, waiting for the 11"
Armoured Divison to form. However, the sory of my
army Service mud wait until another (inspired) article

| enjoyed my Hamburg experience. We were allowed
free tickes to the Sae Opera House and we went to
several performances. | saw my first opera therg
Wagner's Tannhauser' and my fird experience of
ballet, “Coppelid by Delibes and what experiences. |
realised then tha there was more to music than Glen
Miller and Tommy Dorsey.

| was in the Opea House one hot gicky night in
Summer 1951, to see atop local violinig in concert. The
front row next to the stage must have been packed with
the violinigs pals and relaives. When the violinig came
on dage, he shook hands with almog all his supporters
and nodded to thereg of the audience. He was playing
the Max Bruch 1%t Violin Concerto' and all through the
performance he kept on retuning his violin. | suppose
the conditions were &feding thetuning but | had never
seen anything like it before or since.

Afte tha, | suppose | should add to my

lis some Bruch but | would choose his "3

Violin Concerto' or pehags his “Sottish

Fanasy' to be joined by Wagner' soveaturesto

Tannhauser and Rienzi with a selection of ballet

music from Delibes and T chaikovky. Then of

course | could add symphonies from Mahler(1st and 4t),

Bruckner(7t) and of course Haydn and Mozart plus
many others.

Over the years, inevitably | suppose, my tage in music
has altered. For ingance, | enjoy Gilbert and Sullivan
and a whole range of folk musc + Sedeye San and
Fairport Convention come high on my lig. Also in the
past | have been to several Jeke T hackeray concats, |
think his words are ingired. For indgance his ng
"Satues garts “Closingtimeon Saturday it was dark, it
was dark, me and Uncle Samuel were lyinginthePark'.
| also enjoy ome of the more recet bands, "Dire
Sraits being one of them. Their "Qultans of Saing is
one of the best songs ever. It has brilliant guitar playing
plus a compulsive driving rhythm and the collaboraion
between Mark Knopfler and James Taylor has been a
revelaion to me.

S, to summaise - |, and I'm sure, many others, enjoy a
wi de range of music. But, wha | don't enjoy & all isthe
spectacle of half naked, prepubescent girls prancing
about and warbling all round thenotethey are supposed
to be singing.
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