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Wel come to Mere News No 33, Summer 2006!

| usually start the Editorial by commenting ontheweather (hot enough for you?), but for this editorial, | would
like your close atention.

So, dear reader, afew commentsonthefinancial health of ‘Mere News'.

Inyour copy thistime, you will find a balance sheet. We are applying for funding from the* Market Towns
Initigtive” scheme and for such funding we needto pu our affairs on amore formal basis. Weneedto produce
a congitution where we state our aims and aspirations andto be open to scrutiny in our financial affairs.

(See also page 16 of thisissue)

Asyou can see, our financesappear to be quite healthy but when we have paid for the printing of thisissue
(around £500-00), we will be rather less healthy. There will be alittle money to come in from advertising, a
little from sponsorship and a littlefrom afund raising/coffee morning.

W e are almost self-supporting but we do need a little extrafunding for peace of mind, or put another way: we
produce 24 pages per issue. |If we could get sponsorship for each page, a £20 per page, tha would produce
£480 — enough, almog, to produce one issue. Please givethisa littlethought.

Now athought for our Ex-pa readers. Pogal charges are due for a shake up or in other words, will be rising.
So afterthisissue, we will haveto rethink the service. It isalready quite expensiveto pod your copy,
uncreased, in an A4 envelope and asthe post office will be charging by size as well as wei ght, osmethought is
necessary.

| needto update my mailing list and with thisin mind, |
need youto drop me alinetotell meif you want usto
continue to sendyour copy by mail. (Remember tha you
can download and print off acopy from our web site a
www.ellesmere.info. The web site al9 has back issues
stretching back to issue 17.)

Enjoy the reg of the summer.

The production team with new team member Jennie Roberts,
pictured at our recent Coffee Morning— which raised £60.

|eft toright -Geoff Ardll, Terry Cartlidge

Jennie Roberts, Sue Ardill and Margaret Lagoyianni

Our Rates A4 A5 A6 A7
per issue £45 £30 £20 £15
L )
lease send your advert requirements e omr e odon + £50 | £40 | £30 | £20
pvith cheque payableto ‘MereNews t0 | side front or back cover
M argaret Lagoyianni or any member of :
heteam - address detailson front cover. [For 3issues £120 £70 £50 £30
Feature position * £140 £100 £70 £40
Sponsorship £20 £10

Printed by ABBEY WORKS of Shrewsbury I
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Here we go again.

| first garted entertaining in Dad' s pub “The Rose
and Crown” in Church Sred, Runcorn . | used to
stand on a beer bottle case and sing a song made
famous by Randolph Sutton, called “On Mother
Kelly’sDoor Sep”.

S what was it like living in a pub in a northern
industrial town in the 1930s? Asfar back as| can
remember Mum and Dad were publicans, both born
in the trade (in fact dad was a tenant with Greenhall
and Whitleys the Warrington based brewery for
some 44 years) and both of them died whilst
working in thetrade.

The pub we had called the “ Rose and Crown” was a
typical “ Rovers Return” type, with just a bar and
snug, and the licensing hours in those far off days
were 11am till 3pm and 5.30pm till 10pm. | recall
the ladies would come in with an enamel jug for the
old man’s supper beer, we would put about 4
pennies worth of mild beer in the jug (old money,
about 2p now). They would perhaps have half a
glass of mild beer to drink, and as | remember they
were all dressed the same, a shabby flowered dress,
apron, hair in curlers, or aman’s cgp or shawl over
their head. They, of course, would sit in the snug.

It seems, as | remember, the gents bed dress was all
the same, heavy type grey trousers, navy blue wai st-
cod, navy blue jacke and white scarf (called a
“muffler”) around the neck, and of course a cgp and
perhaps awatch and chain in the top pocket!!! The
only cigareites we sold in those days were “wild
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Woodbines’ and “Player Navy Cut”, and aforeman &
the local factory would, because he was a foreman,
drink inthelobby or snug, but not inthe bar!!

Everyone seemed to be poor but hgopy, perhgs
because simple things made for hgopiness in those far
off days. Nobody had a car or telephone (not everyone
had a radio!!) or telly — microwave — video, everyone
looked forward to the annual Sunday School or Pub
trip to New Brighton, Rhyl or even Llandudno or
Blackpool. Tha day ou was like a holiday (in fact in
lots of cases, it was the holiday!!!) No holidays with
pay in those days. Those were the days of the “Whit
walks’. Warm summer days in fields — or country
lanes or going for long walks with a bottle of water and
a jam butty, then as the sun went down your mum
shouting your name a thetop of her voiceto get you in
at night. The summers seemed long —hot and happy —
the wintes, cold, frogy — foggy, but short and
forgetable. And wha about the games we played -
“Hoop and dick” — “Top and whip” — “conkers’ —
"marbles” — fishing with home made rods, scrumping
apples, Kipping — hopscotch , and & the end of the
day, to bed tired but happy. Daysin fad of “ wine and
roses’. Times were hard, but happiness never seemed
far away when we went “out to play”. Little did we
kids realise during those happy carefree days tha a
little Austrian house painter in Germany would alter
everything and that things would never be quite the
same again. It was quite often you saw mothers
“pummy-goning” the front dep, ladies of the house
would sit on the kitchen chair by the front door inthe
street knitting. “ Ah” happy days. It istrue to say with
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(Continued from page 4)
a little sadness, we shall not seetheir likeagain!!!

And in those far off days varigdy was booming, the
likes of Max Miller, Tommy Trinder, Cavan
O’ Connor, Gracie Fields, George Formby, Jmmy
James were topping the bill in due of the many,
many (goproximaely 650) variety thedres scattered
aroundthecountry.

As a mate of intered, in my scrapbooks of those
varigy days | have a lig of varigy artigs who
appeaed in the lag Royal Varigy Show on the 9t
November 1938 a the London Coliseum, the lag one
before war was declared. Amongd the artigs
appeaing were — The Two Ledlies, Murray and
Mooney, Evelyn Lae, Richard Heane Renee
Houston & Donald Sewart, Jack Payne’ s Orchedra,
Peggy Cochrane, The Dagenham Girl Pipe's, Hato
and Manners, Elsie & Doris Waters, Lupino Lane,
Clapham & Dwyer, Harry Champion, Kae Carney,
Billy Danves, Will Fyffe, Tommy Handley, Ruby
Miller, Sandy Powell, Randolph Sutton, Hary T ae,
Suzette Tarri, Vesta Victoria, Bransby Williams,
AnonaWinn, Shaun Grenville& Dorothy Ward.

“What a Variety Bill.”
KEEP SM ILING — HAPPY DAYS
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Ellesmere’s Canal - Part One

by Peter Brown

Why was the canal called the AEllesmere Canal@
The answer now seems obvious: Ellesmere isthe
biggest town on the main line from Hurledon
Junction to Llangollen, and the company®
headquarters were theae, as was the main
maintenance depot. But no, back in 1793 when
the Acd was passed credaing the company and
formally naming it, the main line was to be from
Shrewsbury to Cheder and on to the Mersey -
and neither the surveyed western roue (via the
Wrexham aea) nor the eastern route (wholly to
the east of the Dee) passed through Ellesmere.
Indeed, it wasn® until 1795 that the decision was
made to have a branch passing very close to the
town. More obvious names would have been the
‘Severn & Mersey Canal’ or the * Shrewsbury &
Chester Canal’.

Perhaps it was what we would now call a
marketing ploy. The aristocrat mog closely
associated in the public® mind with successful
canal invedment was the third Duke of
Bridgewater; he was also the principal landowner
in and abou the town. (He never actually seems
to have been a shareholder.) More likely it was
chosen because the embryo company had its
public meetings there, & the ‘Royal O&k’. So
why were themeetings held a Ellesmere? It was
roughly half way between the two county towns,
it had reasonable north-souh and east-west road

communicaions, it wasn® associated with either of the
competing lines for the canal, and it had an inn with a
room big enough to hold a large public meeting.

The cana network

Heath and to Whitchurch was passed in 1796.
Construction was dow, the section from Frankton
Junction to Ellesmere opening in lae 1798 or early
1799. This enabled coal from the Oswestry and Chirk

The Ad for the branch to Ellesmere and on to Prees €3S and limedone from the Llanymynech and
The occupiersofthe various propertieswere:
Ref Desaiption Occupier
A gas works Gas works
268 timber yard Richard Tilston
269/270 stadkyard and field George McDonald
273 garden Charles Easter Cool gy
B timber yard, pant shop, worksheds etc Bridgewdaer Estate
(¢ Canal Tavern MarthaDavies
265 warehouse and wharves Richard Tilston
264 warehouse and wharf unoccupied M4
262 house, office, stable, shed, yard and wharf John Jones
260/1 wharf, warehouse and yard Bridgewaer Esate $ 08
255/7 graving dodk, wharf, sheds and wood-yard Richard Tilston
126 canal offices Ellesmere & Chester Cand
122/3/5/7/8 houses, gardens various privateoccupiers
120/1 workshops, saving-pits, sheds, wood-yard, Ellesmere & Chester Cand

weighing dod, warehouse, stable, gig-house

and wharf

Notes 267,272,264 and 124 areroadways; 266 isthe cand itsdf.

268,269 and 273 arethesite of the Bridgewaer Foundry.
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(Continued from page 7)

Froncysyllte areasto reach thetown by water. The ‘main
line’ to Shrewsbury had reached Weston Lullingfields,
eleven miles short of its intended destinaion when
condruction ceased because of afinancial crisis. T hus at
this time the canal sygem was small, X-shgoed, and
isolated from all other waterways.

The link to the Cheger Canal opened a the end of 1805
but it was not until 1833 tha the Middlewich Branch
was completed, allowing boatsto travel to Mancheder.
The more convenient link to the souh from Nantwich to
Wolverhampton via the Birminghan & Liverpool
Junction Canal openedtwo yearslaer.

Pigot® 1821-2 Directory stated tha the canal ‘forms a
communicaion between the Severn a Shrewsbury and
the Dee a Chester, and by collaeral branchesto all pats
of thekingdom©However, the connection to the M ersey
(for Liverpool) was more important than tha to the Dee;
the connection to the Severn was never made; and the
linksto the reg¢ of thekingdom did not come for another
dozen years. This staement, or a vaiant on it, was
repeaed in subsequent directories produced by other
publishers& Kelly®@Directory of 1941 was still reporting
a connection to the Severn although mog of the W eston
L ullingfields Branch had ceased to be useable in 1917.

The canal company

A significant canal-relaed employer a Ellesmere was
the canal company itself. The canal office (later known
as Beech House) was built in 1805-6 as the
administraive headquarters of the Ellesmere Canal
Company, the committee room being in the semicircular
wing at the end of the building. T here were rooms for
the accounting records and for the plans, and apatments
for the General Accountant and the Resident Engineer.
Following-the merger with the Cheder Canal Company
in 1813 the administrative headquarters remained a
Ellesmere. As aresult of the creaion of the Shropshire
Union Railways & Canal Company in 1846, the head
office was formally locaed in Wedminster and a
principal adminigraive office was opened in
Wolverhampton, the Ellesmere office losing most of its
importance. However, following the lease of the new
company to the London & North Wedern Railway, the
administraion was moved from Wolverhampton to
Chester in 1849 and the Wedminder office was closed
in 1851.

Adjacent to the offices, and constructed a yeer laer, was
the Ellesmere Canal® maintenance depot, comprising
workshops for the capenters, store rooms and dry dock
(principally for weighing boats). Remarkably little
changed since opening, this continues in operaion
today, though on a much diminished scale now tha the
regional maintenance depot is at Northwich.
Nevertheless, as lae as 1948 thirty men were employed
there.

The 7th Earl of Bridgewater
The ‘Canal Duke@the 3rd Duke of Bridgewater, died in
1803. He had no sons - indeed he disliked women and
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neve maried - so the dukedom died with him. He was
also the 6th Earl of Bridgewater, and the earldom passed
to his neares male relaive John William Egerton
(1753-1823), his uncle® grandson. The new 7th Earl,
though non-resident a Ellesmere soon became involved
in canal affairs. He regpidly acquired a holding of 50
shares in the company, was elected to the committee and
chaired those medtings at which he was present. When
in 1806 the company needed £15,000 to pay creditors
and complete the works, the Earl of Bridgewater offered
atemporay loan.
He also set about developing thetown, laying out wharfs
and erecting warehouses around the canal basin. The
Bridgewater Edae®timber yard was in the square & the
end of the canal am; the Earl® agent had his officeshere
too. In addition, the Edde al had a wharf onthe east
side of the canal arm, between the coal wharf and the
boat-building yard.
In 1806 thetown® principal inn, the *Royal O&’, where
the canal company had held all its meetings until its own
committee room had been compleed, was renamed the
Mridgewater Arms®

The trades of Hlesmere

The principal trades of Ellesanere in the 1820s were

described as tanning and malting, and the butter and

cheese produced in tha pat of the county was said to be

‘of the fined description’. Asin mog of the Shropshire

market towns, tanning had virtually ceased by the

middle of the 19th century and malting by the end of the
century. The canal gppeas to have been able to do
nothing to extend the life of these industries, though
certainly malt was sent to Lancashire by fly-boat.

Improved transport facilities may actually have hagened

their demise The canal did help the trade in dairy

products, paticularly ater the opening of the route to

Manchester, fly boas being introduced specifically for

these. A number of businesses were located to take

advantage of the canal:

- John Tilston, and laer Richard Tildon, were timber

and building materials merchants, with wharfs on both
sides of the canal basin. They were also respected boat
buil ders, their premises being on the ead side of the
arm into the town, just to the north of the entrance
bridge.
On the same side of the canal but closer to the town
there was a coal wharf; directories gae tha this was
operaed by Ann Edwards in the 1820s, by Elizabeth
Edwards in the 1830s, and by John Jnes from the
1840s, the later diversifying into limeandtimber.

- A gas workswas built on the west side of the canal in
1832, arelaively early date for a small town works.
This used the canal both to receive fuel and to
dispatchtheta byproducts.

- Themog significant of the canalside industries was
William Clay® Bridgewater Foundry meaking iron
and brass products, mainly for the agricultural

industry but also the castings required by the canal
(Continued on page 12)
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In this short essay for No. 33 of Mere News, the writer
would like to draw attention to the British countryside,
its agriculture, economy and wildlife over a period of
some seventy-odd years. These thoughts have been
prompted by certain television progranmes during
recent months featuring bright young people who have
displayed a woeful lack of knowledge or intered in
outdoor matters either currently or in therecent pad.

In a paticular quiz where the contestants were highly
educated university gudents, the following deficiencies
came to light —the leaves of three out of four common
English trees could not be identified correctly; no-one
knew a poleca on sight; and the fact tha Shropshireis
the largest English county not to have a coastline was
also known to no-one.

Having had the good fortuneto have lived in the same
area for over three quarters of a century, it may be a
good idea for the writer to look to the beginning of tha
period. With the years of depression receding into the
past and with warlike noises emanaing from the
continent of Europe gill to rise in a crescendo, the mid-
1930s were a time of relaive peace and plenty in
Shropshire

Imagine then, if you will, a bright sunny morning in
early April inthe rich pagurelands around Ellesmere
First and foremost in an English springime isthe sound
of birdsong. The somewha strident notes of a
songthrush from the higheg branch of the talleg tree in
the vicinity, the rich melodic music of perhgps two or
three blackbirds, the ever cheerful song of a nearby
chaffinch, and, in adjacent woodland, the warbling
tunesof recently arrived blackcgps and chiffchaffs.

A robin in a nearby hawthorn bush sings a
contemplaive and melancholy song of the fuure — of
shortening days and oolder nights; of, in fact, the
approach of auumn and winter. But it is spring and the
display flights and cries of a pair of Igpwing along with
the trilling of an ascending skylark make quite sure tha
everyone knowsiit.

Grazing the pastures are ewes and their lambs along
with the inevitable “mixed” herd of dairy cows aimog
invariably containing a substantial proportion of tha
ancient breed, the Shorthorn. Primroses and cowsdlips
grow on doping fields, the deeper the slope the better
they enjoy the environment. Field boundaries also
encourage these flowers — hawthorn and blackthorn
provide excellent protection fromtheelements.

Horses were the main source of power in those days
and the main crop to be harvested was meadow hay. As
well as dairy cows, pigs and poultry were kept on
nearly all famstogether with sheep on the larger ones.
To feed this livedock, large quantities of grain, grain
by-products and oil seeds were imported. It could be
said, therefore, tha a large part of British agricultural
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production was based on the produce of “foreign
fields’.

Wastage and spillage of such feedguffs encouraged
populaions of ras and mice. Togegher with voles and
shrews, these formed a substantial source of food for
barn owls, birds of prey tha made their home in farm
buil dings or in the hollows of elderly trees nearby.

Tha mog common of the finch family, the chaffinch —
sometimes refered to by old oountry people as
“piefinch” — was very patial to the seeds spilled from
meadow hay and, along with house sparrows, would
venture into farm buildings in search of this particular
form of nourishment.

The wild mammal most often seen in the countryside
was the rabbit. This animal was a creaure of many
parts. an agricultural ped because it lived entirely on
Crops— grass, young grain, brassicas of various types—
an animal of the chase after which it could be used for
food, and finally as aprey geciesfor such creatures as
(mainly) foxes, stoas and tha grea rabbit-hawk, the
buzzard. With heavy infestations of rabbits, it may be
thought tha the appeites of foxes would have been
well and naurally satisfied but thiswas never quitethe
case and newly-born lambs and freely ranging poultry
were always at risk.

It will be seen thereforetha a fine degree of balance
existed in the countryside both agriculturally and with
regard to wildlife. From cottage farms to small
holdings, from small farms to large farms, al was
varigy in the countryside not least the skills of the
people therein. T he dullness, sameness and oneness of
the current landscape will (it ishoped) be dealt with in
future notes.

q.O‘“en Tree Care Vi for

ROGER OWEN

WHITE HOUSE, VICARAGE L ANE, KINNERLEY,
NR OSWESTRY, SHROPSHIRE SY10 8DE

Td: (01691) 682008
M obile: 07980 626998
Email; r owen.tree.car e@btinter net.com

FREE QUOTATIONS

FULLY INSURED
NPTC QUALIFIED

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
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Queen Isabella, Lady of the Manor of Ellesmere
Chrigtopher Jobson

Isabella was born, probably in 1295, into the most
illustrious royal house of Europe. She was the
daughter of King Philip IV of France, sister of three
French Kings: Louis X, Philip V and Charles IV and
nieceto Margueritethe second, wife of Edward I, King
of England. Her mother was Jeanne, Queen of
Navarre. At the age of four Isabella had been
promised, a the suggestion of the Pope, to

her ‘Lady of the Manor'. Thus Edward |1, the first
English Prince of Wales, conferred the manor of
Ellesmere on his bride following the precedent set by
two former Welsh Princes namely Dafydd ap Owain
and Llywelyn Fawr. |sabellavery soon gave birthto a
son, the future Edward 111, in 1312, another son in
1314 and a daughter in 1316. It wasin thisyear tha a
royal commission was

Edward, the first English Prince of Wales who
had been born a Caernarfon and who, according
to the famous legend, was presented by Edward |
on his <ield to the Welsh as their prince.
Edward | commanded him to marry Isabella
shortly before he died in 1307 and pat of the
dowry Edward | conferred on her was, “ £20 out
of the manor of Ellesnere in Wales by the hand
of John de Knokyn”. Isabella and Edward, now
King Edward 11, were married in Boulogne on
28th January 1308 in the presence of eight kings
and queens and thereafter s&¢ sail for England.
The surviving details of Isabella’s trousseau
reveal tha shehad no fewer than 78 headdresses.
On landing & Dover they were met by Piers
Gaveston to whom

held into the “baliwick
of forestership of
Ellesmere in the Marches
of Wales’ in which John
de Henkeley, Bailiff of
the hundred of Queen
I sabella, was to
investigate,“those
wishing to harass them”.
In the following year a
boundary dispute resulted
in another royal
commission tha revealed
tha parts of Ellesmee
were considered to be,
“in  the Welshery

Carvingsin St.Mary’'s
Ellesmere - possibly

Queen |sabdla |
according to Welsh law’” .

Edward had
entrusted the care of
his realm. It was
here tha Isabella

first noticed the
relationship between
Edward and
Gaveston.  Edward
increasingly
antagonised the
English nobles over
the company he kept
and Isabella
frequently acted asa
mediator  between
Edward and the
barons. Isabella also

Possibly Edward |1

Again in 1318, when the
£20 dowry income was finally assigned to |sabella,
Ellesmere was described as being in Wales. In
December tha year the King, with the Queen’s
consent, granted the manor of Ellesmereto John de
Knokyn (ie. ohn Ledrange) for life providing that
he pay the £20 a year income to the Queen.
Sgnificantly the knight’s fees and, “adwvowsons of
churches belonging to the manor of Ellesnere and
its hamlets’ were excluded from the grant and so
retained by the Queen. S9nce the advowson of
Ellesmere Church belonged to the Knights
Hospitaller, this clealy indicaes the exidence of
other churchesinthe manor. Evidently one of these
was at Welshampton for when pemission was
given the following year to “arent” (enclose) the

accompanied Edward on his campaign
Scotland where shewas nearly captured.

against

In 1309, within a year of their marriage, Edward
granted, “to Queen lsabella to hold at pleasure the
reverson of the manor of Ellesmere upon the death of
Roger Ledrange’. The Lestranges were & the time
holdingthe manor under the king who had granted it as
a reward for Roger's service in the Welsh war,
(Llywelyn ap Gruffudd had been killed by soldiers
under his command in 1282). When Roger Ledrange
died in 1311 the manor of Ellesnere auomatically
revertedto the Crown and so to Queen | sabella making

wastes of the manor of Ellesmere and its members,
Robert the Chegplain (cgpellano) of Hampton is liged
among the tenants holding two and a half acres. From
later records we know tha the chgpel a Hampton was
a‘freechapel’. Srictly, afree chgpel wasfreeintha it
was exempt from vistaion by the bishop because it
was a foundation erected by theking on a royal manor,
within a royal cadgle or by a lord of the manor by
special licence from the crown. Queen |sabella in all
probability founded Hampton Chapel between 1311,
when she gained full possession of the manor, and
1319 whenthe exidence of aresident chaplain isfirst

(Continued on page 11)
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recorded. Such chapels were owned and controlled
by the king or the lord of the manor. In this case it
was Queen |sabella herself, exercising her right of
paronage, who presented the next prieg, Sr John de
Ellesmere, on the death of Robert Drosthe chaplain in
1328. The capellani (chaplains) such as Robert were
often peasants who, with a minimal amount of
learning, were used to fill livingsin out-lying hamles.

Edward |l became increasingly unpopular and
Gaveston was tried and executed, only to be replaced
by the Depensers (faher and son). Exasperaed by
this, Isabella tumned to Roger Mortimer. On 1%
August 1323 the couple managed to escgpeto France
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with the oontrolling influence of Mortime and
Isabella. In wha amounted to a coup, Mortimer was
arreded and executed, |sabella was kept under house
arred for the rest of he life and the king seized all
their property. It is intereging to note tha when
Isabella, now the Queen Mother, was taken to
Windsor to spend the Chrigmas of 1330 one of the
three noble escorts appointed to guard her was Eubulo
le Srange, Lord of Knockin and Ellesmere and a
great uncleto Owain Glyndwr. It wasto him tha the
advowson of Hampton Chael, along with its
‘fre€ chgpel’ rights and privileges, passed. Eubulo’s
nephew and heir, another Roger le Srange of
Knockin and Ellesnere, presented the next chaplain
in 1349, the year of the

where Isabella’'s
second brother,
Philip V, was now
King. | sabella

ostensibly went to
act as a mediator
between her brother
and her husband
because Philip had
confiscated
Edward’'s French
possessions. Once
there she requested
tha the young
Prince Edward be
sent to France to
pay allegiance to
her brother the
King. When Prince
Edward arrived in

Black Deah. Shortly
after this the
advowson of Hampton
was granted to the
Kynadons of Oteley
who rebuilt Queen
Isabella’s Chapel in
1391 and dedicaed it
to Sint Leonard. The
Hospitallers held the
advowson of
Ellesmere until the
Dissolution and the
lords Le Srange of
Knockin held the
manor until it passed,
by afemaleline, to Sr
George Sanley, Eal
of  Derby. This
provides an
explanaion for the
existence of two

France | sabella
announced that
neither of them

would be returning to England until the Despensers
were banished.

Isabella landed in England in 1326 with Roger
Mortimer and he son, the fuure Edward 111, along
with almog 3,000 men. Many flocked to her cause.
Edward tried to escape, but was captured and sent
first to Kenilworth Cadle and then to Berkeley Castle.
The Despensers were execued and Edward Il was
forced to abdicate before the young Prince Edward
was crowned Edward IIl. Mortimer and Isabella
became Regents of England and Edward 11 was said
to have died in mygerious circumdances & Berkeley
Castle. A dae funeral with all the atendant pomp
and ceremony was held at Gloucester but recently
evidence has emerged suggesting tha, in reality,
Edward Il was taken tothe continent where he lived

under the protection of the Popefor atime and died a
hermit in Italy.

As the young Edward Il maured he grew impaient

separae manor courtsin Ellesmere and yet another in
W elshampton.

As for Queen Isabella, the Queen Mother and one
time Lady of Ellesmere she lived on through the
horrific days of the Black Deah into old age and
finally died while on apilgrimage in 1358. She was
buried dressed in her sumptuous wedding gown with
a silver caké containing the heart of her husband,
Edward I, in Grey Friar's Abbey London. Her tomb
was sold along with the convent a the Dissolution.
The church that Sr Chrigopher Wren built on the site
was destroyed during the blitz of the Second World
War, a few ruins of which can till be seen. Among
the watching crowds at Queen | sabella’ s funeral was a
young page called Geoffrey Chaucer who would later
be immortalised as the author of ‘The Canterbury
Tales, the best surviving copy of which isknown as
“The Ellesnere Manuscript” — but tha's another
story.
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Ellesmere’ s Canal - Continued from page 8

company. The foundry was established in the first
half of the 1850s, becoming a major employer inthe
town, and survived until the Firda World War. After
its demise its ste was teken over by Grea Western
& Mderopolitan Dairies (later United Dairie9, the
attraction being the ready availability of water for
cooling purposes.
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‘Canal Tavern’.

For a least two decades Edward Davies had a
building firm somewhere in the canal wharf area,
but in 1856 someone of tha name isnoted as being
licensee of the Canal T avern’.

- Various other small industrial premises appear to

have come and gone quickly: a blacksmith and a
stonemason, for example.

The only building at the canal wharf which does not
seem to be canal-relaed was the Naional School. This
had been egablished by 1828 and by 1861 was for boys
only. Presumably thiswas on land which had been given
by the Bridgewater Edate.

To becontinued in nextisue

- Surprisingly, the fird directory to mention a ‘retailer
of beer a the canal wharf was as late as 1835 —
one’'s impression istha a public house is usually
second only to a coalyard for the speed of being
established & a town wharf- ten years laer the
buil ding has become the more imposing sounding
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Ellesmere Youth Project was formed by local residents to promote opportunities and activities for young people to
give them somewhereto go and socialize. A youh club has been formed and morethan 40 children have atended
the five sessions. The need for a permanent youth club hasthus been established. The demands of young people
are not high and neither aretheir expectaions. They seek to establish a permanent venue they can call their own
where they can ‘chill out’ and meet their friends. With the support of Ellesmere Raotary Club a pool table, various
board games and basket balls have been purchased. T he youth club meas every Tuesday a the Marke Hall in
Ellesmerefrom 7.0pm to 9.00pm. If you feel tha you can help keep this project running by volunteering an hour of
your time every month or so we would like to hear fromyou. We need to have & lead three adults present & each
session. Withou volunteers yet another project will fold. The work isrewarding and time goes quickly. W orking

with young people isperhapsone of the most worthwhilethings an older person can do with hig’hertime.

Please contact Margaret L agoyianni on 07780988739to register your interest in the project. Therewill be an
OPEN MEETING atthe Town Hall on Friday September 15t & 7.00pm to discussthecoming year. All welcome. .
The first youth club meeting will be on T uesday September 12t & the Market Hall garting 7.00pm.
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LETTERSTO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor.

Wharf Devel opment

| believetha the development should have atraditional
feel to it. T here must not be any modern structures such
as big shopping halls, glass roofs éc, all building must
be based on Victorian times (wood and concree).
Anything tha representsthe countryside or town must
be displayed here. For example it can be a place for
events to take place such as a food or animal market
and car boot sales. Farm life isvery important, thisis
one of the main reasons individuals choseto escapeto
the rural areas for a short period of time (display of
horses, cows, goats, ducks etc). Nearby a social aea
can be provided where the people from the canal can
meg up for the night (perhaps light a fire).
This development should not provide an opportunity
for some large business man to walk in and build
something cheap and profitable. It mud fit with the
surrounding area provide job opportunities, have a
traditional feel to it and be something that can run all
year round. Education is also very important, learning
about the environment, wildlife rescue centres, natural
hahitasec.

Name and address supplied.

Dear Ellesmere Info,

| am afamily higorian who hasresearched the Marsh
family of Ellesmere and Crosemere back some way. |
think it would be rather fun to know if there are any
current Ellesmere Marshes ou there and would be
pleased to share my research.

My own Marsh family (paena grandmother®
actually) l€t Ellesmere in the 1840s/50s to work in
Liverpool and from thence to Tranmere Cheshire (as
was).
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| havethem back to 1631 with certainty and - possibly -
toal573 marriage in Worthen.

Although a closer cousin left Tranmere to live in
Minsterley, | have always wondered if there are more
distant Marsh cousins (they mug be 8th, 9th or even
10th cousins) gill abou in Shropshire?

W ould be pleased to hear from anyone.

Y ours faithfully,
Dr lan Thompson—address supplied

Dear Mere News,

W e had somevisitorsin a the Infolink the other day,
asking whether | knew of any ghods or paranormal
activity in Ellesmere. The only ones| could think of
were theWhite Lady & Oteley and the bellsringing in
Colemere. Does anyone else know of any spooky
happeningsintheEllesmere area?

Carole Youngs, EllesmereInfolink

P& G
Vehicle Repairs

Cargotec Industrial Park
Elson
Ellesmere

Servicing—MOT's
Petrol and Diesel
Tyres, Exhaust
Call now for details 01691 622849

Seeking
Employment

Young person
available in the
Summer holidays to
do dog sitting, dog
walking or baby
sitting.

Please contact
01691 622906.
( Ellesmere area).
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20 High Street, Ellesmere

ANO SMOKING ESTABLISHMENT
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ON SONG IN SEPTEMBER Eleftheriou

September, with its ofter light and cooler evenings,
is -at lagt- giving some relief from the soorching
days and sultry nights of high summer. So how has
your garden coped in this year of record
temperatures?

Some fresh colour is always welcome in the borders
at thistime of year, saving off the inevitable dide
towards autumnal hues. A surprising number of
plants have survived the hea, ready to stat their
performancethis month.

Firg and foramod, we associde September with
Agers, which come into their own in stands ranging
from dainty white heads to rich blues and purples.
The hot summer has, unfortunaely, taken its toll on
many of the more usual Michaelmas Daisy cultivars
which can suffer badly from mildew in dry weather.
Bearing in mind tha their Aster novae-angliae and
Ager novi-belgii pareits favour dampe North

American habitats, their vulnerability isunsurprising.

Some members of the Aste family do, however, cope
much better, coming from drier aeas of the world.
Top of my lid is Aster pyrenaeus (yes, hailing from
the Pyrenees), which grows without complaint in our
hottes and driest south-facing bed. Those with Ager
dumosus in their breeding also often fare relaively
well, with the added benefit of being upright compatt
plants.

Two North American species which can be found on
drier terrain have dood the test of time in our hot
garden. Ase laeriflorus Adorizontalis® which has
lots of tiny pink and white flowers along horizontal
branches, seams to be mildew-proof, although liking
a somewhat riche soil. Smilarly, Ase turbinellus
has grown well in full sun.

Unusually, Aster maarophyllus and Aster divaricatus
will both copewith dry shade, a handy trait as many
shade plants flower ealier inthe year. Some of these
species are difficult to track down, but Powis Castle
plant sales and nursery galls & Shrewsbury Flower

Show have both yielded intereging hunting grounds.

The fresh colours of Aderscan be complemented by
members of the Sedum family, which, with their thick
leaves, arewell adaptedto conserving moidurein dry
summers. Looking good from the ealiest months of
spring as their new shoots break though the earth
until lae autumn asthe seed heads become a feaure
inthefirg frods, they are much underrated. Peaking
in September, their fla flower heads provide a good
contrast of form with the more ehereal Asesand, as
an added bonus, alate summer dtraction for bees and
butterflies.
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Perhaps mog overlooked and misused is Sedum
spectabile and its cultivars. A €rong growing species,
it needsto be divided into small setions in each and
every springto prevent it from flopping and splaying.
A sunny space in full sun is then all it needs to
perform throughout the summe. Fresh glaucous
bluey-green shoots make a perfett front-of-border
setting behind which a succession of earlier flowering
plants (such as oriental poppies) can have their
fleeting moments of glory.

A somewhda daintieg plant, which we acquired many
years ago as Sedum purpureum, produces single
gems with clusteas of dusky red flowers. It has
seeded gently through a sunny border, providing an
interegingtapedry efed.

Sightly dhotee and more upright ae Sedum
telephium MaronaCand Sedum Avlorchen®©In both
plantsthefleshy foliagetakes on an dtractive reddish
purple tinge as summer progresses, finally topped in
late summer by large deepertoned flower heads.

Newer cultivars with ever darker foliage are now
becoming available. These look even more driking
throughou the summer and most are firmly upright.
Examples which we grow include Sedum APodman®
Pride©and Sedum APurple Emperor®© In terms of

height, these come in & around a useful 18 inches.

Ancther favourite, the smaller dark-leaved Sedum
A/era Jameson@nakes an eye-catching mound a the
front of ahot border, good againg the green mats of
Dianthus deltoides cultivars which give a colourful
display in June. Sedum ARuby GlowGis of a smila
height, but with more glaucous foliage.

Even neaer, andtherefore ideal in pots, isarea little
gar. Sedum kamtschaicum var. floriferum
ANeihengephaner GoldCis a low growing evergreen
plant but with apersonality to mach itslong name!

Both Agter and Sedum families come into their own
in  September, brightening up the borders and
prolonging summer with their fresh and cheeful
flowers. 1t® s0 refreshing to be able to walk around
the garden and to encounte a new plant coming into
bloom when mogst have spat their energy and are
already in seed. Chosen carefully, they can survive
the hottest summer to perform with impunity on cue.

Agers and Sdums are, of oourse, herbaceous
perennials. As with mog late flowering perennials,
they ae bdter divided and planted out in early spring,
rather than in auumn, asthey aremore likely to grow
avay drongly as they gsat to regenerde afte the
worst of thewinter weather isove.
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Mere Melodies

An enchanted audience was treded to a lovely
summer' s evening of snging on T uesday July 18 with
Mere Melodes Summer Harmonies Concet.
Although the group has only been formed for one
year, under the direction of Michael Axten, the singers
have gone from srengh to srengh with severa
conceats which havethrilled ligeners. As well as the
chorides, Francesca Eder delighted the audience with
her solo performances. Vaughan Palmer gave a
monologue called "The Two Siver Clocks, the
humour of which was greatly enhanced by hisWelsh
accent. Choir member Bill Williams read “Songs for
Summer', poetry he had written himself. The singing
was interspased with music provided by Brass
ensemble with Carol Sokes and Tommy Jbhson on
corng, Adrianne Johnon on the horn and Gareth
Thomas on the euphonium. Sound recordist was John
Tims and the accompanid was Paul Bellingham.
Retiring collection will be donated to Local Charities.
The next meding of the choir will take place on
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Menbers of the choir & therecent” Summer Harmonies concert

Tuesday September 12th & 7.30pm & the Methodigt
Hall in Ellesmere. New members always welcome.

by reporter Margaret Lagoyianni

Mere News Constitution

M ere News Balance Sheet - Summary 05/06

At Bank 1.7.05 1311.43

Income 1158.50

£ 2469.93

2469.93

less 1590.50

879.43

Bank Interest for year 0.79

880.22

Expenditure

1.7.06

1590.50

Cash at Bank

880.22

Notes. The above summary was drawn up in order to satisfy therequirementsof funding bodies. A deailed

balance shed is available on request.

It must benotedtha the balance shown does not represent aprofit as commitment to further issuesis made based

on pre-paid advertisng.
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A. Crossword Clues —Example: Bar of Soap (3,6,6) Answer: The Rowvers Return

1. Small part of half the alphabe (4 leters)

2. Youfindthem inthe Classrooms (13)

3. Ca?(4) And the Best of Good Luck!
4. Revo (10)

5. 0eg(9,3) One of our very valuable Prizes
6. IST (10) will be available to the winner.
7. 014(6,9) Entriesto the Editor please -
8. Sadrecord playingintheearly hourd (12) closing date 30th Sept 06

B. Birds

1. Which birdis renowned fortaking over the nestsof othe species? If youwould like your marked
2. Wha colour isthe bes of themaure Mute Svan? entry returned, please enclose SAE
3. Which continent isthe natural habita of the Ogrich? with your quiz. Answer Sheet will
4. Which bird was featured on the rear of the fathing coin? also be available, smilarly!

5. Whidh isthelargest speciesof the Penguin?

6. To whichfamily doesthe Jay belong?

7. Whee do Svallows go when they migraefrom Britain intheWinter?

8. Which bird isthe enblem of the United Saes?

9. Which hird of prey can often be seen hovering over Motorway verges?

10. Which bird lays blue eggs, the Songthrush or theMidlethrush?

C. The Number Three!

By what oollective name were Moe Howard, Jerry (Curly) Howard and Larry Fine better known?
Where werethethree coinsin Snatrd s 1954 number onehit?
Who was thethird manto s foot onthe moon?
Who wrate TheT hree Musketeers?
Which chemical elemeat has the aomic number of three?
Who directedthefilm "TheThird Man?
Where doesthree gppear baween seventeen and ningeen?
Who wrate “Three men in a Boa'?
. Wha istheWorld sthird highes Mountain?
0. Which catoon charecter had three ngphews, Huey, Dewey and Louis?

Wha isthe rubber or mealtip of awWalking gick or umbrella called?
What isaT abor?
Which small handtool sharesits name with acocktail of half Gin or Vodka and half lemon juice?
What collective noun for finchesis also a small object worn or kept for magical properties?
Wha isaSeck?
Which part of adrill or lathe can bethreeor four jawed?
Thename of which popular spirit is als thenaneof atype of trgp?
What aid to vision wasinvented by Benjamin Franklin?
. Wha arethethin meal gripsonthened of aguitar called?
0. Which rodent is also a computer control device?

E. Pot Ludk!

Wha was John MeTidk otherwise known as?

Who was Deputy Leader of the Labour party from 1983 + 92?

On which English river isWashington?

Wha wasthe Nickname of the 11" Century English rebel Hereward?

Which PoliceFarcedid Max Senndt creae?

TV detedive Van Da Valk solved aimesin which city?

What does a Coope make?

Wha linksWilliam Shakespeare, Ingrid Bergman and former England M anager Joe Merce?
Which British Cathedral hasthree spires?

0 In which country ae The Trossacks ?
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Send your compleed crossword to the Editor

(address on front cover)

Your Name
YaYaYaYaYaYaYaYaYaYa Yo Yo Yo YaYaYaYaYaYa Vs

AdAress: Va Yo YaYa Yo Yo Ya YaYa Yo YaYa Yo YaYa Ya .

YaYaYaYaYaYaYaYa Yo YVa Yo Yo YaYaYaYa Yo YaYa Vs
VaYaYa Yo Yo Y o Yo Yo Yo Yo Ya Yo Yo Y o Y a Yo Yo Yo Ya ...

Congratul ations to the winner of our | ast
Crossword Olwen Purd ow- Ellesmere

Across 1. A rdling 5. Dodo 9. Sedan 10. Manners
11.Nearer12. Missed 15. King for aday 19. Unsure

20. Pamela23. Million25. Dance 26. Rome

27.Ded stop
Down: 1.Absent 2. Old habits 3. Lente4. Name 6. Ode

7.0nsde8.0neinal3. Sh&keonitl4.Pot 16. Gadic
17. Summer 18. Wakeup 21.Added 22. Once24.Lam
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A SOMME PILGRIMAGE

We have beentothe Batlefields - fird and second
WorldWar - in Northe'n France and Belgium many
timesover the pagt fifty yearsbut our vist & the end
of June was of ecial significance.

Ningy years sincethe gart of the Batle of the Somme
but more personally ningy yeas since the fall of
Hazel®@Uncle Burt inthoseterribletimes.

James Burton Lewis volunteered in 1914 and joined
the Kings Regiment & Sefton Park where "it was just
like scout camp and it® on be over" but soon he was
in France. We ae fortunae tha his leters home have
been carefully preserved; have been transcribed and
copies ae with the Impeia War Museum. His
description of the conditions in the Trenches defies
believe, the mud, the cold, the hunger, the ras,
inhumane conditions. Anothe recurring theme"Leave
has been stopped again”. He writes longingly of home
- How is the harves doing? How much is father
getting for potaoes?

"Thank you for the chicken you sent but please don®
send eggs again! Amazingly in spite of the conditions,
parcels posted in Frodsham were & the Front in four
days.

Our prized possesson is howeve Burt® 1916 Diary
kept by him againg all regulations. From it we can
trace his day by day movements around the area of
Albert and Amiens even though his interpretation of
village names has been testing but with the aid of a
large scale IGN mg (the Fench OS we have
succeeded.

The lag eitry in the diary is 26" June 1916. The
following day hewaskilled.

S this was our pilgrimage, ningy yeas to the day -
day and date - to lay a wreah on Burt® grave in a
small cemetery inthetiny villageof Cerisy - about the
sze of Lyneal. We have been twice before and never
seen anyone aound but thistime we m& a family
from Sodkport doing just as us, & the grave next but
oneto Burt. This helped but the anguish and tears are
there intensified by the remoteness and the silence.
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=Ken & Hazel White.

Hazel laid a wreath of poppies from his surviving
seven nieces and nephews to the Uncle never known
but never forgotten

We oontinued our journey calling & T higpval and the
Newfoundland memorial & Beaumont-Hamel to
Albert and Peronne where there is a magnificat
building housing ICHigtorial de la Grande Guerre an
interpretive catre with a difference designed to meke
youthink.

But perhaps the mod poignant memory is of seeing
coach partiesof 14-16 year olds arrive & Theipval and
other Memorials, leave therr ooach laughing and
joking to return later slent and solemn having aged
fiveyearsin as many minutes.

British, French, Commonwealth, Belgian Cemderies
abound in Northern France and ae easly seen from
the roads. Quite often in the midde of a field,
prominent with a cross or flaggaff risng againg the
sky, but we should not forget the German Cemé eries.
Often amog hidden, they are dark, foreboding with
black grave dones, the graves often holding up to
twenty bodies, certainly not uncared for but with an
eerie dhill.

At the going down of the sun
and inthe morning, We
MUST remember them.

May God in his mercy
continue to givetheir Souls
eternal Peace.

BARN DANCE

Following the very successful Barn Dance lad yeda,
the Appea Committee of Lyneal with Colemeae
Church ae planningto hold another one on Friday 22
September garting & 7.00pm, once again a& Lyneal
Wood. Thisyea we have booked a Live Band with
Caller and we hopeto provide a Hog Roast. Thee
will be a cash bar and theticke price, which includes

Infolink on Wednesdays 2pm

supper, is £7.50
but, as last year,
there is no chage
for children aged

Meet Abbi at Elles mere

to 3.30pmw ith your news 12 and
stories under. Thisis a

family event and

Telephone: 01691 655321 tickes can be
obtained from

Jonahan Roseon
01939 270886

(Infolink Tel: 01691 624488)
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The Laelands Puplls’ Pages

“.“ Director of Sport Interview

Ellesmer e Town, located in Shr opshir e,
Wasfounded a long time ago,
But it is<till popular today,
Asthis poem will show.

Home to amere,
Viewsboats and pleasant countr yside,
Anideal holiday destination,
Whether fa walksor cycle rides.

The Llangollen canal,
Runsthrough thismar ket town,

Hire anarrow boat, $

And watch kingfisher sfly down. (

Ellesmer e chur ch is beautiful,
Stsmajestically onahill,
Tower ing over buildingsand shops
Y ou can visit thistoo. (

The futur e will be new,
The past isnow ol d, (
A castle once stood

Big, wooden and cold.

So come and visit Ellesmer e.
Itsregatta and festivals
Itsbeautiful wildlife,
Squirrels, gee, herons, ducksand gulls.

By Rachel Hampson- Y ear 7 (

barnecie Eoak Reviews
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Year 8 DT Day
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Clay

| amreviewing oneof the books inthe Carne-
gie Shortlist., Clay by David Alnond. This
shortlig also ind udes booksby Frank Cottrd|
Boyce and Gerddine McCaughrean. It is suit-
ablefor ages 12+ asit contains bad language
and anmurder isinvave.

Davie and Geordie are best friends. A new boy
Stephen Rose has moved intotown with Crazy
Mary. Everyonethinkshé s drange. Hehas a
sikly smell and waxy kin. There are many
rumours about himbut onethings for surethose
clay peoplehemekes are ALIVE!!!

| would nat recommend this book even though
thereisalot of good description init. | think it
is quitea boring book and it doesn' t g& me
reading on. The cover is bareand S mplewhich
is not very effective.

By Ay Leppanent Year7
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Mir. Cripps Interview
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09 Word Storles

Year7 Lakelands School took partin a 99 word
story competition. There was a shortlist of 8 pupils, which
then got sentto Mr. Jervis (the head teacher) who chose
two winners. These two winners are Annie Theedom and
Amber Denny. Here are their stories:

White World

Suddenly... ice froze over the land, white blankets of
snow covered roofs of cars and houses, vanished all the green
from the world. The small ripples that come from the iced over
pond are the only movementsin sight. All the creatures and
insects have to keep wam to survive the night. Butwhy s
there no humansto dear up the snow, where did all the hu-
mans go? But, there is a small child, she is so tired and cold,
she hastears down her cheeks her soul isthin and hollow.

By Amber Denny.

My Titanic.

Suddenly... | plunged into the icy water, trying to
scream. | twisted and tumed as the water rose rapidly over
my head. Something was pulling me downwards to the
crushing oblivion. My life flashed before my eyes. The jour-
ney from Oswestry to Dover. Boarding the Titanic. |
snatched wildly at the railing above my head, but all my
efforts were useless. | felt my breath leave me, and my
eyesclose. Though | struggled hard to open my eyes, the
darknesstook me. | hoped the Titanic would be a legend. |
hoped they would tell my story.

By Annie Theedom

Rnotdier Suceess for I.akolamds
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By Caroline Hayes- Year7

Thanks for reading!
Ed ted by Ancy Brady
[Fatt Howard and Jack Evans
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Dave Dean

Carpenter & Joi ner
35 years experience

Doors to Decking
Kitchens to Kennels
Pergolas to Playhouses

No Job Too Small
Free Quotations
Competitive Rates
Tel: 01939 270766
Mob : 07767 668500
davedean@hotmail.co.uk

RED LION COACHING INN

Church Sreet, Ellesmere
01691 622632

Homely B&B
Food served Noonb 8.30pm daily
Quiz NitexSundays & 8.30pm
M eeting rooms

www.dlesmereinfo/redlion

22

*&
& => *
6EF#.! >/ (>G

A.J. SUMNER & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Proprietor: Paul Sumner

For aPersona and Caring Service

Private Chapel of Rest
24 Hour Service

Coronation Cottage
Criftins
Nr. Ellesmere
SY12 9LN

Tel 01691 690328
or
01691 623726
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North Shropshire Guild Sinners Weavers & Dydas
2T uesday of themonth 7.30pm a Town Hall

Ellesmere _Twinning Asociaion: Mez on 3rd
Thursday of themonth & T own Hall 7.30pm Secretay
Verna Roberts(622905)

EllesmereWI: We med ontheThird Wednesday of
the month Town Hal at 7.30pm. Presdent Mrs

Verna Roberts, vicepresdent Mrs Heaha Clay,
secretay Mrs Ronnie Davies New members are
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Town Hall on the 1¢ Tuesday of the month & 7.30pm.
Secretary MyraWorthingon

41 Club

The 41 Club at Ellesmere is the associaion of former
members of the Round T able. Members meet & vaious
venues on the 3rd T hursday of the month.

Contact Phil Hayward 01939 270854

Widows Friendy: meg on the_ Firs Monday of the
month a various locaions. Contad secregay Jose

always welcome to join current members who enjoy Bridge 01691624986
lisgening to entertaining speskers Ellesmere and Digtridt Ladies
and watching wonderful Featured Club Circle fogers friendship and

demondrations.

Ellesmere Senior Citizens Club

fellowship between ladies

Ellesmere  Amaeur Dramatic
Society: Megings areheld on the
second Tuesday of month a
7.30pm a the Comrades Club.
Chairmen Pa e Jones, Secretary
LydiaT abbron 623375.

Meetingsin Ellesmere Town Hall & 2.30pm
Wednesday. Two medings pa month.
Seakers, Films, Bingo, Outings etc.
Contad JWilliams - 01691 690356

under 45 and raises money for
charity. The group meds on
the first T uesday of the month
- al ae welcome Chair Claire
Pritchard 623280

Shropshire . Wildlife  Trust

3 productions ayea.

Ellesmere Youth Projed: Group medtings for
youngsas- every Tuesday & theMarke Hall for 10to
15year olds- 50p admisson

Committee meetings + various but generally monthly
on Tuedays & 7pm. Chairman Brian Sone Secretary
Margare Lagoyianni 07780988739. AGM September

Ellesmere Youh Thedre: Med on Saturday mornings
at the Methodid Hall from 9.30am. Opento 7to 16
year olds AGM Sgptember Chairman Margare
Lagoyianni + Drama T eacher Sam Forger. Subs paid
termly.

Mere Melodies Med every Tuesday a the Meahodist
Hall 7.30pm. Musical Direcdor Michael Axten
01691 690103

Ellesmere Society: Med evey third Tuesday a the
Comrades Club 7.30pm. Members of the Ellesmere
Society t&ke an adive interest in the higory and the
buildings of Ellesmere. Barbara Moore (Secretary)
01691 623040

Royal Air Force Asocigion: Med on the third
Wednesday of the month & the Comrades Club
7.30pm. Charman Mike Williamson. New members
alway's welcome.

Mothes Union: Med on the second Monday of the
month & 2.00pm in & bhns Room of § Mary' sParish
Church. Branch Leader Jo Beveridge 01691 624177

Sunday Club at & Mary's Church: Evey Sunday
10.15am to 11.30am during term time.

Ellesmere and Districc_GardenerseClub meds a the

holds regular medings &
8.00pm on the fird Thursday of the month in the Town
Hall, except for June, July and August. Thee is an
entrance fee of £2 per medting. For more information
contact: Jane Fammoombe 01691 622497

Ellesmere and Digrid Flower Club: meets eveay
fouth Thursday of the month (except August and
December) in Ellesnere Town Hall, Willow Sreet a
7.30pm. Contact 01691 623380

Royal British Legion: The men® section megts on the
firsd Tuesday of the month & 7.30pm in the Comrades
Club. The women®section mesets on the fird Monday of
the month & 7.30pm.

Ellesmere Bowling Club: The Secretay Tel: 01939
270245

It is estimated that there are over 80
cdubs and soceies around Ellesmere
Isyour club or society missingfrom this
list, or do yau need to change thedeails?

If so let us know and we can indudeit
on thispage. Contact the Editor (details
page 3) or email to:

Mer eNews@d lesmer einfo.

You can also haveyour club listed and
events publicised on the afficial
Ellesmere web site - www.dlesmer einfo
just send toadmin@dlesmere.iinfo -
there's no charge
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