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SMALL  ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS 
by appointment 

 
 

WEEKDAYS 
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm – 6.00pm 

 
 

SATURDAYS 
10.00am —10.30am 

 
FARM & HORSE VISITS 

AVAILABLE 
 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Blakemere 
Veterinary Centre 
12 Talbot Street 
El lesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0HQ 
 
Tel:  (01691) 622201 
Fax; (01691) 622118 
 

9.00 am—10.00 am, 2.00 pm—2-30 pm 
5.00 pm—5.45 pm 

9.00 am—10.00 am,  

01691 622201 



Mere News  Issue 33 3  

� � �� � � �� 	 ����
 

Wel come to Mere News No 33, Summer 2006! 
 
I  usually start  the Editorial by comment ing on the weather (hot  enough for you?), but  for this editorial, I would 
like your close at tent ion. 
 
So, dear reader, a few comments on the f inancial health of ‘ M ere News’ . 
 
In your copy this t ime, you will f ind a balance sheet .  We are applying for funding from the “ M arket  Towns 
Init iat ive ”  scheme and for such funding we need to put  our af fairs on a more formal basis.  We need to produce 
a const itut ion where we state our aims and aspirat ions and to be open to scrut iny in our f inancial affairs.  
(See also page 16 of this issue) 
 
As you can see, our f inances appear to be quite healthy but  when we have paid for the print ing of this issue 
(around £500-00), we will be rather less healthy.  There will be a litt le money to come in f rom advert ising, a 
litt le from sponsorship and a litt le f rom a fund raising/cof fee morning. 
 
We are almost self -support ing but  we do need a litt le ext ra funding for peace of  mind, or put  another way: we 
produce 24 pages per issue.  I f  we could get  sponsorship for each page, at  £20 per page, that  would produce 
£480 – enough, almost , to produce one issue.  Please give this a litt le thought . 
 
Now a thought  for our Ex-pat  readers.  Postal charges are due for a shake up or in other words, will be rising.  
So af ter this issue, we will have to rethink the service.  It  is already quite expensive to post  your copy, 
uncreased, in an A4 envelope and as the post off ice will be charging by size as well as wei ght , some thought  is 
necessary.  
 
I  need to update my mailing list  and with this in mind, I  
need you to drop me a line to tell me if  you want  us to 
cont inue to send your copy by mail.   (Remember that  you 
can download and print of f   a copy f rom our web site at  
www.ellesmere.info. The web site also has back issues 
st retching back to issue 17. ) 
 
Enjoy the rest  of  the summer. 
 

� ���� �� � ��	
� � ��
 

 

The production team with new team member Jennie Roberts, 
pictured at our recent Coffee Morning– which raised £60.  
left to right -Geoff Ardil l, Terry Cartl idge,   
Jennie Roberts, Sue Ardil l and Margaret Lagoyianni  
 

 Our Rates   A4 A5 A6 A7 

 
Please send your advert  requirements  
with cheque payable to ‘ Mere News’  to  
M argaret Lagoyianni  or any member of 
the team  - address details on f ront   cover. 

 per i ssue £45 £30 £20 £15 

 Feature posi tion *  
 Inside front or back  cover 

£50 £40 £30 £20 

 For   3 issues £120 £70 £50 £30 

Feature posi ti on *  £140 £100 £70 £40 

Sponsorshi p  £20 £10   

Printed by ABBEY WORKS of Shrewsbury 
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Woodbines”  and “ Player Navy Cut” , and a foreman at 
the local factory would, because he was a foreman, 
drink in the lobby or snug, but  not  in the bar! !  
 

Everyone seemed to be poor but happy, perhaps 
because simple things made for happiness in those far 
of f  days.  Nobody had a car or telephone (not  everyone 
had a radio!! ) or telly – microwave – video, everyone 
looked forward to the annual Sunday School or Pub 
t rip to New Brighton, Rhyl or even L landudno or 
Blackpool. That  day out  was like a holiday (in fact  in 
lots of  cases, it was the holiday! ! !) No holidays with 
pay in those days.  Those were the days of the “ Whit 
walks” .  Warm summer days in f ields – or country 
lanes or going for long walks with a bott le of water and 
a jam but ty, then as the sun went  down your mum 
shout ing your name at  the top of  her voice to get  you in 
at  night.  T he summers seemed long – hot  and happy – 
the winters, cold, f rosty – foggy, but  short  and 
forgettable. And what  about the games we played -
“ Hoop and st ick” – “ Top and whip” – “ conkers” – 
” marbles”  – f ishing with home made rods, scrumping 
apples, skipping – hopscotch , and at the end of  the 
day, to bed t ired but  happy.  Days in fact  of  “ wine and 
roses” . T imes were hard, but  happiness never seemed 
far away when we went  “ out  to play” .   L itt le did we 
kids realise during those happy caref ree days that  a 
litt le Austrian house painter in Germany would alter 
everything and that  things would never be quite the 
same again.  It  was quite often you saw mothers 
“ pummy-stoning”  the front  step, ladies of  the house 
woul d sit  on the kitchen chair by the front door in the 
st reet knitt ing. “ Ah” happy days.  It is true to say with 


 � � � � 
 � �� � �  

Here we go again. 
I  f irst started entertaining in Dad’ s pub “ The Rose 
and Crown”  in Church St reet , Runcorn .  I  used to 
stand on a beer bott le case and sing a song made 
famous by Randolph Sutton, called “ On Mother 
Kelly’ s Door Step” .   
 

So what  was it  like living in a pub in a northern 
indust rial town in the 1930s?  As far back as I  can 
remember M um and Dad were publicans, both born 
in the trade (in fact dad was a tenant with Greenhall 
and Whit leys the Warrington based brewery for 
some 44 years) and both of  them died whilst 
working in the t rade. 
 

The pub we had called the “ Rose and Crown”  was a 
typical “ Rovers Return”  type, with just  a bar and 
snug, and the licensing hours in those far of f days 
were 11am t ill 3pm and 5.30pm t ill 10pm.  I  recall 
the ladies would come in with an enamel jug for the 
old man’ s supper beer, we woul d put  about  4 
pennies’  worth of  mild beer in the jug (old money, 
about  2p now).  They would perhaps have half  a 
glass of  mild beer to drink, and as I remember they 
were all dressed the same, a shabby f lowered dress, 
apron, hair in curlers, or a man’ s cap or shawl over 
their head.  They, of  course, would sit  in the snug. 
 

I t  seems, as I remember, the gents’  best  dress was all 
the same, heavy type grey t rousers, navy blue wai st -
coat , navy blue jacket  and white scarf  (called a 
“ muf f ler”) around the neck, and of  course a cap and 
perhaps a watch and chain in the top pocket ! !!   T he 
only cigarettes we sold in those days were “ wild 
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ROY BRADLEY 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

40 HILL CREST 
ELLESMERE 

SHROPSHIRE 
SY12 0LJ 

TEL 01691 623016 
VAT reg No: 794 3169 93 
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a litt le sadness, we shall not  see their like again! !!  
 

And in those far of f  days variety was booming, the 
likes of  Max M iller, Tommy T rinder, Cavan 
O’ Connor, Gracie Fields, George Formby, Jimmy 
James were topping the bill in due of the many, 
many (approximately 650) variety theatres scattered 
around the country. 
 

As a matter of  interest , in my scrapbooks of those 
variety days I have a list  of variety art ists who 
appeared in the last Royal Variety Show on the 9th 
November 1938 at  the London Coliseum, the last  one 
before war was declared.  Amongst  the art ists 
appearing were – The T wo Leslies, M urray and 
M ooney, Evelyn Laye, Richard Hearne, Renee 
Houston &  Donald Stewart , Jack Payne’ s Orchest ra ,  
Peggy Cochrane, The Dagenham Girl Pipers, Hat ton 
and M anners, Elsie &  Doris Waters, Lupino Lane, 
Clapham &  Dwyer, Harry Champion, Kate Carney, 
Billy Danvers, Will Fyf fe, Tommy Handley, Ruby 
M iller, Sandy Powell, Randolph Sutton, Harry T ate, 
Suzette T arri, Vesta Victoria, Bransby Williams, 
Anona Winn, Shaun Grenville &  Dorothy Ward. 
 

“ What a Variety Bill.”  
 

KEEP SM ILING – HAPPY DAYS 
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(Continued from page 4) 
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by Peter Brown 
 
Why was the canal called the ÁEllesmere Canal©? 
The answer now seems obvious: Ellesmere is the 
biggest  town on the main line f rom Hurleston 
Junct ion to L langollen, and the company©s 
headquarters were there, as was the main 
maintenance depot. But  no, back in 1793 when 
the Act  was passed creat ing the company and 
formally naming it , the main line was to be f rom 
Shrewsbury to Chester and on to the M ersey - 
and neither the surveyed western route (via the 
Wrexham area) nor the eastern route (wholly to 
the east  of  the Dee) passed through Ellesmere. 
Indeed, it  wasn©t  unt il 1795 that  the decision was 
made to have a branch passing very close to the 
town. M ore obvious names would have been the 
‘ Severn &  M ersey Canal’  or the ‘ Shrewsbury &  
Chester Canal’. 
 

Perhaps it was what  we would now call a 
market ing ploy. The aristocrat most  closely 
associated in the public©s mind with successful 
canal investment  was the third Duke of 
Bridgewater; he was also the principal landowner 
in and about  the town. (He never actually seems 
to have been a shareholder.) More likely it was 
chosen because the embryo company had its 
public meet ings there, at  the ‘ Royal Oak’ . So 
why were the meet ings held at  Ellesmere? It was 
roughly half way between the two county towns, 
it  had reasonable north-south and east-west  road 
communicat ions, it wasn©t  associated with either of  the 
compet ing lines for the canal, and it  had an inn with a 
room big enough to hold a large public meet ing. 
 

The canal  network  
The Act  for the branch to Ellesmere and on to Prees 

Heath and to Whitchurch was passed in 1796. 
Construct ion was slow, the sect ion f rom Frankton 
Junct ion to Ellesmere opening in late 1798 or early 
1799. This enabled coal f rom the Oswestry and Chirk 
areas and limestone f rom the L lanymynech and 

(Continued on page 8) 

Ellesmere’s Canal  - Part One   

The occupiers of the various properti es were: 

Ref  Descr iption    Occupier    
A gas works     Gas works 

268  timber yard    Ri chard Ti l ston 

269/270 stackyard and fi eld    George McDonald 

273 garden      Charles Easter Cooley 

B timber yard, paint shop, worksheds etc  Bri dgewater Estate 

C Canal  Tavern     Martha Davies 

265 warehouse and wharves    Ri chard Ti l ston 

264 warehouse and wharf    unoccupied 

262 house, offi ce, stable, shed, yard and wharf John Jones 

260/1 wharf, warehouse and yard    Bri dgewater Estate 

255/7 graving dock, wharf, sheds and wood-yard Richard Ti l ston 

126 canal  offi ces     Ell esmere &  Chester Canal  
122/3/5/7/8 houses, gardens    various private occupiers 

120/1 workshops, sawing-pits, sheds, wood-yard,  Ell esmere &  Chester Canal  

 weighing dock, warehouse, stable, gig-house  

 and wharf   
Notes: 267, 272, 264 and 124 are roadways; 266 i s the canal  itsel f.        268, 269 and 273 are the site of the Bridgewater Foundry. 

� ��� � � � � � �� 	 
 � ��
 � 
 �
� 
 � 
 ��� � ��
 �� � � �� � � � ���
�
� � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � 
���
� � � 	 � � � � � 
� � �� � � � � � �� ��������	 ��
	 � � � �� � � � � � 	 � � � � 
� �� � � � �� �
� �� � � �� � � 
� � � 	 � �� � � �
	 � � � 
�� �
�� � � � �	 � 	 � � �� �	 � � 	 � 
 � �� � �� � �
� � � � �� 
� �	 � � � �� 
�� � � ��
�� � �	 � � � 
�� � � �� � 

 � � �� � �  ! " #�
� � � � 
� �	 �� � �
	 � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � �� � � � �� � � � 
�� � � � ��� ��	 � �
� 
� 	 �$� �� 
�� � �	 �� �	 ��%&' " ��



Mere News  Issue 33 8  

Froncysyllte areas to reach the town by water. The ‘main 
line’  to Shrewsbury had reached Weston Lullingf ields, 
eleven miles short  of  its intended dest inat ion when 
const ruct ion ceased because of  a f inancial crisis. T hus at 
this t ime the canal system was small, X-shaped, and 
isolated from all other waterways. 
The link to the Chester Canal opened at the end of  1805 
but  it  was not  unt il 1833 that  the M iddlewich Branch 
was completed, allowing boats to t ravel to M anchester. 
The more convenient  link to the south f rom Nantwich to 
Wolverhampton via the Birmingham &  L iverpool 
Junct ion Canal opened two years later. 
 

Pigot©s 1821-2 Directory stated that the canal ‘forms a 
communicat ion between the Severn at  Shrewsbury and 
the Dee at  Chester, and by collateral branches to all parts 
of  the kingdom©. However, the connect ion to the M ersey 
(for L iverpool) was more important  than that  to the Dee; 
the connect ion to the Severn was never made; and the 
links to the rest  of  the kingdom did not  come for another 
dozen years. This statement, or a variant  on it , was 
repeated in subsequent  directories produced by other 
publishers© - Kelly©s Directory of  1941 was st ill report ing 
a connect ion to the Severn although most  of the Weston 
Lullingf ields Branch had ceased to be useable in 1917. 
 

The canal  company 
A signif icant  canal-related employer at  Ellesmere was 
the canal company itself. The canal of f ice (later known 
as Beech House) was built  in 1805-6 as the 
administ rat ive headquarters of  the Ellesmere Canal 
Company, the committee room being in the semicircular 
wing at  the end of the building. T here were rooms for 
the account ing records and for the plans, and apartments 
for the General Accountant  and the Resident  Engineer. 
Following-the merger with the Chester Canal Company 
in 1813 the administrat ive headquarters remained at 
Ellesmere. As a result  of  the creat ion of  the Shropshire 
Union Railways &  Canal Company in 1846, the head 
of f ice was formally located in Westminster and a 
principal administ rat ive of f ice was opened in 
Wolverhampton, the Ellesmere of f ice losing most of  its 
importance. However, following the lease of  the new 
company to the London &  North Western Railway, the 
administ rat ion was moved f rom Wolverhampton to 
Chester in 1849 and the Westminster of f ice was closed 
in 1851. 
Adjacent  to the of f ices, and constructed a year later, was 
the Ellesmere Canal©s maintenance depot , comprising 
workshops for the carpenters, store rooms and dry dock 
(principally for weighing boats). Remarkably litt le 
changed since opening, this cont inues in operat ion 
today, though on a much diminished scale now that  the 
regional maintenance depot  is at Northwich. 
Nevertheless, as late as 1948 thirty men were employed 
there.  
 

The 7th Ear l  of Bri dgewater  
The ‘ Canal Duke©, the 3rd Duke of Bridgewater, died in 
1803. He had no sons - indeed he disliked women and 

never married - so the dukedom died with him. He was 
also the 6th Earl of  Bridgewater, and the earldom passed 
to his nearest  male relat ive, John William Egerton 
(1753-1823), his uncle©s grandson. The new 7th Earl, 
though non-resident  at  Ellesmere, soon became involved 
in canal af fairs. He rapidly acquired a holding of  50 
shares in the company, was elected to the committee and 
chaired those meet ings at  which he was present . When 
in 1806 the company needed £15,000 to pay creditors 
and complete the works, the Earl of  Bridgewater of fered 
a temporary loan. 
He also set about  developing the town, laying out  wharfs 
and erect ing warehouses around the canal basin.  The 
Bridgewater Estate©s t imber yard was in the square at  the 
end of  the canal arm; the Earl©s agent  had his of f ices here 
too. In addit ion, the Estate also had a wharf  on the east 
side of  the canal arm, between the coal wharf  and the 
boat-building yard. 
In 1806 the town©s principal inn, the ‘ Royal Oak’ , where 
the canal company had held all its meet ings unt il its own 
committee room had been completed, was renamed the 
ÁBridgewater Arms©. 
 

The trades of El lesmere 
The principal t rades of  Ellesmere in the 1820s were 
described as tanning and malt ing, and the butter and 
cheese produced in that  part  of  the county was said to be 
‘ of  the f inest  descript ion’ . As in most  of  the Shropshire 
market towns, tanning had virtually ceased by the 
middle of  the 19th century and malt ing by the end of  the 
century. The canal appears to have been able to do 
nothing to extend the life of  these indust ries, though 
certainly malt was sent to Lancashire by f ly-boat . 
Improved t ransport  facilit ies may actually have hastened 
their demise. The canal did help the trade in dairy 
products, part icularly after the opening of  the route to 
M anchester, f ly boats being introduced specif ically for 
these. A number of  businesses were located to take 
advantage of  the canal: 
·  John T ilston, and later Richard T ilston, were t imber 

and building materials merchants, with wharfs on both 
sides of  the canal basin. They were also respected boat 
buil ders, their premises being on the east  side of  the 
arm into the town, just  to the north of the ent rance 
bridge. 

·  On the same side of  the canal but  closer to the town 
there was a coal wharf ; directories state that  this was 
operated by Ann Edwards in the 1820s, by Elizabeth 
Edwards in the 1830s, and by John Jones from the 
1840s, the latter diversifying into lime and t imber. 

·  A gas works was built  on the west  side of  the canal in 
1832, a relat ively early date for a small town works. 
This used the canal both to receive fuel and to 
dispatch the tar byproducts. 

·  The most  signif icant  of  the canalside indust ries was 
William Clay©s Bridgewater Foundry making iron 
and brass products, mainly for the agricultural 
indust ry but  also the cast ings required by the canal 

(Continued from page 7) 
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In this short essay for No. 33 of Mere News, the writer 
woul d like to draw attent ion to the Brit ish countryside, 
its agriculture, economy and wildlife over a period of 
some seventy-odd years. These thoughts have been 
prompted by certain television programmes during 
recent  months featuring bright  young people who have 
displayed a woeful lack of knowledge or interest  in 
outdoor mat ters either current ly or in the recent past . 
 

In a part icular quiz where the contestants were highly 
educated university students, the following def iciencies 
came to light – the leaves of  three out of four common 
English trees could not  be ident if ied correct ly; no-one 
knew a polecat  on sight ; and the fact that  Shropshire is 
the largest  English county not  to have a coast line was 
also known to no-one. 
 

Having had the good fortune to have lived in the same 
area for over three quarters of a century, it may be a 
good idea for the writer to look to the beginning of  that 
period. With the years of  depression receding into the 
past and with warlike noises emanat ing from the 
cont inent  of  Europe st ill to rise in a crescendo, the mid-
1930s were a t ime of  relat ive peace and plenty in 
Shropshire. 
 

Imagine then, if  you will, a bright  sunny morning in 
early April in the rich pasturelands around Ellesmere. 
First  and foremost  in an English springt ime is the sound 
of birdsong. The somewhat strident notes of a 
songthrush f rom the highest  branch of  the tallest  t ree in 
the vicinity, the rich melodic music of  perhaps two or 
three blackbirds, the ever cheerful song of a nearby 
chaf f inch, and, in adjacent  woodland, the warbling 
tunes of  recent ly arrived blackcaps and chiffchaf fs.  
 

A robin in a nearby hawthorn bush sings a 
contemplat ive and melancholy song of  the future – of 
shortening days and colder nights; of , in fact , the 
approach of  autumn and winter. But  it  is spring and the 
display f lights and cries of  a pair of  lapwing along with 
the trill ing of  an ascending skylark make quite sure that 
everyone knows it. 
Grazing the pastures are ewes and their lambs along 
with the inevitable “ mixed”  herd of  dairy cows almost 
invariably containing a substant ial proport ion of  that 
ancient  breed, the Shorthorn. Primroses and cowslips 
grow on sloping f ields, the steeper the slope the better 
they enjoy the environment . Field boundaries also 
encourage these f lowers – hawthorn and blackthorn 
provide excellent  protect ion from the elements. 
 

Horses were the main source of  power in those days 
and the main crop to be harvested was meadow hay. As 
well as dairy cows, pigs and poultry were kept  on 
nearly all farms together with sheep on the larger ones. 
To feed this livestock, large quant it ies of  grain, grain 
by-products and oil seeds were imported. It  could be 
said, therefore, that a large part of Brit ish agricultural 

product ion was based on the produce of  “ foreign 
f ields” . 
 

Wastage and spillage of  such feedstuf fs encouraged 
populat ions of  rats and mice. Together with voles and 
shrews, these formed a substant ial source of  food for 
barn owls, birds of  prey that  made their home in farm 
buil dings or in the hollows of  elderly t rees nearby. 
 

That most common of  the f inch family, the chaff inch – 
somet imes referred to by old country people as 
“ pief inch”  – was very part ial to the seeds spilled f rom 
meadow hay and, along with house sparrows, would 
venture into farm buildings in search of  this part icular 
form of  nourishment .  
 

The wild mammal most often seen in the countryside 
was the rabbit . This animal was a creature of  many 
parts: an agricultural pest because it  lived ent irely on 
crops – grass, young grain, brassicas of  various types – 
an animal of the chase after which it  could be used for 
food, and f inally as a prey species for such creatures as 
(mainly) foxes, stoats and that  great  rabbit-hawk, the 
buzzard. With heavy infestat ions of  rabbits, it  may be 
thought that  the appet ites of foxes would have been 
well and naturally sat isf ied but this was never quite the 
case and newly-born lambs and f reely ranging poult ry 
were always at  risk. 
 

I t will be seen therefore that a f ine degree of  balance 
existed in the countryside both agriculturally and with 
regard to wildlife. From cottage farms to small 
holdings, f rom small farms to large farms, all was 
variety in the countryside not  least the skills of  the 
people therein. T he dullness, sameness and oneness of 
the current  landscape will (it is hoped) be dealt  with in 
future notes.  
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Queen Isabella, Lady of the Manor of Ellesmere 
Christopher Jobson  

Isabella was born, probably in 1295, into the most 
illust rious royal house of Europe.  She was the 
daughter of  K ing Philip IV of  France, sister of  three 
French Kings: Louis X, Philip V and Charles IV and 
niece to M arguerite the second, wife of  Edward I , K ing 
of  England.  Her mother was Jeanne, Queen of 
Navarre.  At  the age of  four Isabella had been 
promised, at the suggest ion of  the Pope, to 
Edward, the f irst English Prince of  Wales who 
had been born at Caernarfon and who, according 
to the famous legend, was presented by Edward I  
on his shield to the Welsh as their prince.  
Edward I  commanded him to marry Isabella 
short ly before he died in 1307 and part  of  the 
dowry Edward I  conferred on her was, “ £20 out 
of the manor of Ellesmere in Wales by the hand 
of John de Knokyn” . Isabella and Edward, now 
King Edward I I , were married in Boulogne on 
28th January 1308 in the presence of  eight  kings 
and queens and thereafter set  sail for England.  
The surviving details of Isabella’ s t rousseau 
reveal that  she had no fewer than 78 headdresses.  
On landing at  Dover they were met  by Piers 
Gaveston to whom 
E d w a r d  h a d 
ent rusted the care of 
his realm.  It  was 
here that  Isabella 
f irst  not iced the 
relat ionship between 
E d w a r d  a n d 
Gaveston.  Edward 
i n c r e a s i n g l y 
ant agon i sed t he 
English nobles over 
the company he kept 
a n d  I s a be l l a 
f requent ly acted as a 
mediator between 
Edward and  the 
barons.  Isabella also 
accompanied Edward on his campaign against 
Scot land where she was nearly captured.   
 

In 1309, within a year of  their marriage, Edward 
granted, “ to Queen Isabella to hold at pleasure the 
reversion of the manor of Ellesmere upon the death of 
Roger Lestrange” .  The Lestranges were at  the t ime 
holding the manor under the king who had granted it as 
a reward for Roger’ s service in the Welsh war, 
(L lywelyn ap Gruf fudd had been killed by soldiers 
under his command in 1282). When Roger Lest range 
died in 1311 the manor of  Ellesmere automat ically 
reverted to the Crown and so to Queen Isabella making 

her ‘Lady of  the M anor’ .  Thus Edward I I , the f irst 
English Prince of  Wales, conferred the manor of 
Ellesmere on his bride following the precedent  set  by 
two former Welsh Princes namely Dafydd ap Owain 
and L lywelyn Fawr.   Isabella very soon gave birth to a 
son, the future Edward I I I, in 1312, another son in 
1314 and a daughter in 1316.  I t  was in this year that  a 

royal commission was 
held into the, “baliwick 
of forestershi p of 
Ellesmere in the Marches 
of Wales”  in which John 
de Henkeley, Bailif f of 
the hundred of Queen 
I sabel l a,  w as t o 
i n v est i ga t e, “ t h o se 
wishing to harass them” . 
In the following year a 
boundary dispute resulted 
i n  an o t her  r oy a l 
commission that  revealed 
that  parts of  Ellesmere 
were considered to be, 
“ i n the Wel shery 
according to Welsh law” .  
Again in 1318, when the 

£20 dowry income was f inally assigned to Isabella, 
Ellesmere was described as being in Wales. In 
December that  year the King, with the Queen’ s 
consent, granted the manor of  Ellesmere to John de 
Knokyn (ie. John Lest range) for life providing that 
he pay the £20 a year income to the Queen.  
Si gnif icant ly the knight ’ s fees and, “advowsons of 
churches belonging to the manor of Ellesmere and 
its hamlets”  were excluded f rom the grant  and so 
retained by the Queen.  Since the advowson of 
Ellesmere Church belonged to the Knights 
Hospitaller, this clearly indicates the existence of 
other churches in the manor.  Evident ly one of  these 
was at  Welshampton for when permission was 
given the following year to “ arrent ”  (enclose) the 

wastes of the manor of Ellesmere and its members, 
Robert the Chaplain (capellano) of  Hampton is listed 
among the tenants holding two and a half  acres. From 
later records we know that  the chapel at Hampton was 
a ‘ f ree chapel’ . Strict ly, a f ree chapel was f ree in that  it 
was exempt  from visitat ion by the bishop because it 
was a foundat ion erected by the king on a royal manor, 
within a royal cast le or by a lord of the manor by 
special licence f rom the crown. Queen Isabella in all 
probability founded Hampton Chapel between 1311, 
when she gained full possession of  the manor, and 
1319 when the existence of  a resident  chaplain is f irst 

(Continued on page 11) 
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recorded.  Such chapels were owned and cont rolled 
by the king or the lord of  the manor. In this case it 
was Queen Isabella herself , exercising her right of 
pat ronage, who presented the next  priest , Sir John de 
Ellesmere, on the death of  Robert  Dros the chaplain in 
1328.  The capellani  (chaplains) such as Robert  were 
often peasants who, with a minimal amount of 
learning, were used to f ill l ivings in out-lying hamlets.  
 

Edward I I  became increasingly unpopular and 
Gaveston was tried and executed, only to be replaced 
by the Despensers (father and son).  Exasperated  by 
this, Isabella turned to Roger M ort imer.  On 1st 
August   1323 the couple managed to escape to France 
wher e Isabell a’ s 
second brother , 
Philip V, was now 
King.  Isabella 
ostensibly went to 
act  as a mediator 
between her brother 
and her husband 
because Philip had 
c o n f i s c a t e d 
Edward’ s French 
possessions.  Once 
there she requested 
that  the young 
Prince Edward be 
sent to France to 
pay allegiance to 
her brother the 
King.  When Prince 
Edward arrived in 
Fr ance I sabel l a 
announced that 
neither of  them 
woul d be returning to England unt il the Despensers 
were banished.   
 

Isabella landed in England in 1326 with Roger 
M ort imer and her son, the future Edward I I I, along 
with almost  3,000 men.  M any f locked to her cause.  
Edward t ried to escape, but  was captured and sent 
f irst  to Kenilworth Cast le and then to Berkeley Cast le.  
The Despensers were executed and Edward I I was 
forced to abdicate before the young Prince Edward 
was crowned Edward I I I .  M ort imer and Isabella 
became Regents of  England and Edward I I  was sai d 
to have died in mysterious circumstances at  Berkeley 
Cast le.  A state funeral with all the attendant pomp 
and ceremony was held at Gloucester but  recent ly 
evidence has emerged suggest ing that , in reality, 
Edward I I  was taken to the cont inent  where he lived 
under the protect ion of  the Pope for a t ime and died a 
hermit in Italy. 
 
As the young Edward I I I  matured he grew impat ient 

with the controlling inf luence of Mort imer and 
Isabella.  In what  amounted to a coup, Mort imer was 
arrested and executed, Isabella was kept  under house 
arrest  for the rest of her life and the king seized all 
their property.  It  is interest ing to note that  when 
Isabella, now the Queen M other, was taken to 
Windsor to spend the Christmas of  1330 one of the 
three noble escorts appointed to guard her was Eubulo  
le St range, Lord of  Knockin and Ellesmere and a 
great  uncle to Owain Glyndwr.  I t  was to him that  the 
advowson of  Hampton Chapel, along with its 
‘ f ree’ chapel’  rights and privileges, passed.  Eubulo’ s 
nephew and heir, another Roger le St range of 
Knockin and Ellesmere, presented the next chaplain 

in 1349, the year of  the 
Black Death. Short ly 
a f t er  t h i s t h e 
advowson of Hampton 
was granted to the 
Kynastons of  Oteley 
who rebuilt  Queen 
Isabella’ s Chapel in 
1391 and dedicated it 
to Saint  Leonard. The 
Hospitallers held the 
a d v o w s o n  o f  
Ellesmere unt il the 
Dissolut ion and the 
lords Le St range of 
Knockin held the 
manor unt il it passed, 
by a female line, to Sir 
George Stanley, Earl 
of  Derby.  This 
p r o v i d e s  a n 
explanat ion for the 
existence of  t wo 

separate manor courts in Ellesmere and yet  another in 
Welshampton.   
 

As for Queen Isabella, the Queen Mother and one 
t ime Lady of  Ellesmere, she lived on through the 
horrif ic days of  the Black Death into old age and 
f inally died while on a pilgrimage in 1358.  She was 
buried dressed in her sumptuous wedding gown with 
a silver casket  containing the heart of her husband, 
Edward I I , in Grey Friar’ s Abbey London.  Her tomb 
was sold along with the convent at  the Dissolut ion.  
The church that  Sir Christopher Wren built  on the site 
was dest royed during the blitz of the Second World 
War, a few ruins of  which can st ill be seen.  Among 
the watching crowds at  Queen Isabella’ s funeral was a 
young page called Geof f rey Chaucer who would later 
be immortalised as the author of ‘The Canterbury 
T ales’ , the best surviving copy of which is known as 
“ The Ellesmere M anuscript ”  – but  that’ s another 
story. 

 

(Continued from page 10) 
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company. The foundry was established in the f irst 
half  of  the 1850s, becoming a major employer in the 
town, and survived unt il the First  World War. After 
its demise its site was taken over by Great  Western 
&  M etropolitan Dairies (later United Dairies), the 
att ract ion being the ready availability of  water for 
cooling purposes. 

·  Surprisingly, the f irst  directory to ment ion a ‘retailer 
of  beer’  at  the canal wharf was as late as 1835 – 
one’ s impression is that  a public house is usually  
second only to a coalyard for the speed of  being 
established at a town wharf - ten years later the 
buil ding has become the more imposing sounding 

‘ Canal T avern’ . 
·  For at least two decades Edward Davies had a 

buil ding f irm somewhere in the canal wharf  area, 
but  in 1856 someone of that  name is noted as being 
licensee of  the ‘ Canal T avern’ . 

·  Various other small indust rial premises appear to 
have come and gone quickly: a blacksmith and a 
stonemason, for example. 

The only building at  the canal wharf  which does not 
seem to be canal-related was the Nat ional School. This 
had been established by 1828 and by 1861 was for boys 
only. Presumably this was on land which had been given 
by the Bridgewater Estate. 

To be continued in next issue 

Ellesmere’ s Canal  - Continued from page 8 
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Ellesmere Youth Project  was formed by local residents to promote opportunit ies and act ivit ies for young people to 
give them somewhere to go and socialize.  A youth club has been formed and more than 40 children have attended 
the f ive sessions. The need for a permanent youth club has thus been established.  The demands of  young people 
are not high and neither are their expectat ions.  They seek to establish a permanent  venue they can call their own 
where they can ‘chill out’ and meet their f riends. With the support  of Ellesmere Rotary Club a pool table, various 
board games and basket  balls have been purchased. T he youth club meets every T uesday at  the M arket  Hall in 
Ellesmere f rom 7.0pm to 9.00pm. I f  you feel that  you can help keep this project  running by volunteering an hour of 
your t ime every month or so we would like to hear f rom you.  We need to have at  least  three adults present  at  each 
session.  Without  volunteers yet  another project  will fold.  T he work is rewarding and t ime goes quickly.  Working 
with young people is perhaps one of  the most  worthwhile things an older person can do with his/her t ime.   

Please contact M argaret Lagoyianni on 07780988739 to register your interest in the project . There will be an 
OPEN M EETING at the Town Hall on Friday September 1st at 7.00pm to discuss the coming year.  A ll welcome. . 
The f irst youth club meet ing will be on T uesday September 12th at  the Market Hall start ing 7.00pm.  
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Seeking 
Employment 

 
Young person 
available in the 

Summer holidays to 
do dog sitting, dog 
walking or baby 

sitting.  
 

Please contact 
01691 622906.  

( Ellesmere area). 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor. 
Wharf Devel opment 
I  believe that  the development  should have a tradit ional 
feel to it . T here must  not  be any modern structures such 
as big shopping halls, glass roofs etc, all building must 
be based on Victorian t imes (wood and concrete). 
Anything that represents the countryside or town must 
be displayed here. For example it  can be a place for 
events to take place such as a food or animal market 
and car boot  sales. Farm life is very important , this is 
one of the main reasons individuals chose to escape to 
the rural areas for a short period of  t ime (display of 
horses, cows, goats, ducks etc). Nearby a social area 
can be provided where the people from the canal can 
meet  up for the night  (perhaps light  a f ire). 
This development  should not  provide an opportunity 
for some large business man to walk in and build 
something cheap and prof itable. It must  f it  with the 
surrounding area, provide job opportunit ies, have a 
t radit ional feel to it  and be something that  can run all 
year round. Educat ion is also very important , learning 
about  the environment , wildlife rescue cent res, natural 
habitats etc . 

Name and address supplied. 
 
Dear Ellesmere Info, 
 

I  am a family historian who has researched the M arsh 
family of  Ellesmere and Crosemere back some way.  I 
think it would be rather fun to know if there are any 
current  Ellesmere M arshes out there and would be 
pleased to share my research. 
M y own M arsh family (paternal grandmother©s 
actually) left  Ellesmere in the 1840s/50s to work in 
L iverpool and from thence to Tranmere, Cheshire (as 
was). 

I  have them back to 1631 with certainty and - possibly - 
to a 1573 marriage in Worthen. 
A lthough a closer cousin left  Tranmere to live in 
M insterley, I  have always wondered if  there are more 
distant  Marsh cousins (they must  be 8th, 9th or even 
10th cousins) st ill about  in Shropshire? 
Would be pleased to hear f rom anyone. 
 

Yours faithfully, 
Dr Ian Thompson—address supplied 
 
Dear M ere News, 
 

We had some visitors in at  the Infolink the other day, 
asking whether I  knew of  any ghosts or paranormal 
act ivity in Ellesmere.  The only ones I  could think of  
were the White Lady at  Oteley and the bells ringing in 
Colemere.   Does anyone else know of  any spooky 
happenings in the Ellesmere area? 
 
Carole Youngs,  Ellesmere Infolink 

P & G  
Vehicle Repairs 

Cargotec Industrial Park 
Elson 

Ellesmere 
 

Servicing—MOT’s 
Petrol and Diesel 
Tyres, Exhaust 

Call now for details   01691 622849 
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ON SONG IN SEPTEM B ER � 	 � 
 � ���Eleftheriou 
 

September, with its softer light and cooler evenings, 
is -at last- giving some relief from the scorching 
days and sultry nights of high summer. So how has 
your garden coped in this year of record 
temperatures? 

Some fresh colour is always welcome in the borders 
at this t ime of year, staving off the inevitable slide 
towards autumnal hues. A surprising number of 
plants have survived the heat, ready to start their 
performance this month. 

First and foremost, we associate September with 
Asters, which come into their own in stands ranging 
from dainty white heads to rich blues and purples. 
The hot summer has, unfortunately, taken its toll on 
many of the more usual Michaelmas Daisy cult ivars 
which can suffer badly from mildew in dry weather. 
Bearing in mind that their Aster novae-angliae and 
Aster novi-belgii parents favour damper North 
American habitats, their vulnerability is unsurprising. 

Some members of the Aster family do, however, cope 
much better, coming from drier areas of the world. 
Top of my list is Aster pyrenaeus (yes, hailing from 
the Pyrenees), which grows without complaint in our 
hottest and driest south-facing bed. Those with Aster 
dumosus in their breeding also often fare relatively 
well, with the added benefit of being upright compact 
plants. 

Two North American species which can be found on 
drier terrain have stood the test of t ime in our hot 
garden. Aster laterif lorus ÁHorizontalis©, which has 
lots of t iny pink and white f lowers along horizontal 
branches, seems to be mildew-proof, although liking 
a somewhat richer soil. Similarly, Aster turbinellus 
has grown well in full sun. 

Unusually, Aster macrophyllus and Aster divaricatus 
will both cope with dry shade, a handy trait as many 
shade plants f lower earlier in the year. Some of these 
species are diff icult to track down, but Powis Castle 
plant sales and nursery stalls at Shrewsbury Flower 
Show have both yielded interesting hunting grounds. 

The fresh colours of Asters can be complemented by 
members of the Sedum family, which, with their thick 
leaves, are well adapted to conserving moisture in dry 
summers. Looking good from the earliest months of 
spring as their new shoots break though the earth 
until late autumn as the seed heads become a feature 
in the f irst frosts, they are much underrated. Peaking 
in September, their f lat f lower heads provide a good 
contrast of form with the more ethereal Asters and, as 
an added bonus, a late summer attraction for bees and 
butterf lies. 
 

 

 

Perhaps most overlooked and misused is Sedum 
spectabile and its cult ivars. A strong growing species, 
it  needs to be divided into small sections in each and 
every spring to prevent it  from flopping and splaying. 
A sunny space in full sun is then all it  needs to 
perform throughout the summer. Fresh glaucous 
bluey-green shoots make a perfect front-of-border 
sett ing behind which a succession of earlier f lowering 
plants (such as oriental poppies) can have their 
f leeting moments of glory. 

A somewhat daintier plant, which we acquired many 
years ago as Sedum purpureum, produces single 
stems with clusters of dusky red f lowers. It  has 
seeded gently through a sunny border, providing an 
interesting tapestry effect. 

Sli ghtly shorter and more upright are Sedum 
telephium ÁMatrona© and Sedum ÁMorchen©. In both 
plants the f leshy foliage takes on an attractive reddish 
purple t inge as summer progresses, f inally topped in 
late summer by large deeper toned f lower heads. 

Newer cult ivars with ever darker foliage are now 
becoming available. These look even more striking 
throughout the summer and most are f irmly upright. 
Examples which we grow include Sedum ÁPostman©s 
Pride© and Sedum ÁPurple Emperor©. In terms of 
height, these come in at around a useful 18 inches. 

Another favourite, the smaller dark-leaved Sedum 
ÁVera Jameson© makes an eye-catching mound at the 
front of a hot border, good against the green mats of 
Dianthus deltoides cult ivars which give a colourful 
display in June. Sedum ÁRuby Glow© is of a similar 
height, but with more glaucous foliage. 

Even neater, and therefore ideal in pots, is a real lit t le 
star. Sedum kamtschaticum var. f loriferum 
ÁWeihenstephaner Gold© is a low growing evergreen 
plant but with a personality to match its long name! 

Both Aster and Sedum families come into their own 
in September, brightening up the borders and 
prolonging summer with their fresh and cheerful 
f lowers. It©s so refreshing to be able to walk around 
the garden and to encounter a new plant coming into 
bloom when most have spent their energy and are 
already in seed. Chosen carefully, they can survive 
the hottest summer to perform with impunity on cue. 

Asters and Sedums are, of course, herbaceous 
perennials. As with most late f lowering perennials, 
they are better divided and planted out in early spring, 
rather than in autumn, as they are more likely to grow 
away strongly as they start to regenerate after the 
worst of the winter weather is over. 
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Notes. The above summary was drawn up in order to satisfy the requirements of funding bodies. A detailed 
balance sheet is available on request. 
 
I t must be noted that the balance shown does not represent a profit  as commitment to further issues is made based 
on pre-paid advertising. 

               Mere News Balance Sheet   - Summary   05/06 

At Bank 1.7.05 1311.43   

Income 1158.50    Expenditure 1590.50 

£ 2469.93   

    

 2469.93   

less 1590.50   

 879.43   

0.79  Cash at Bank  

880.22     1.7.06          880.22 

    

Bank Interest for year 

Mere News Constitution 
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Mere Melodies 
 

An enchanted audience was treated to a lovely 
summer' s evening of singing on Tuesday July 18 with 
Mere Melodies'  Summer Harmonies Concert.  
Although the group has only been formed for one 
year, under the direction of Michael Axten, the singers 
have gone from strength to strength with several 
concerts which have thrilled listeners.  As well as the 
choristers, Francesca Eder delighted the audience with 
her solo performances.  Vaughan Palmer gave a 
monologue called `The Two Silver Clocks' , the 
humour of which was greatly enhanced by his Welsh 
accent. Choir member Bill Williams read `Songs for 
Summer' , poetry he had written himself.  The singing 
was interspersed with music provided by Brass 
ensemble with Carol Stokes and Tommy Jobson on 
cornet, Adrianne Johnson on the horn and Gareth 
Thomas on the euphonium.  Sound recordist was John 
T ims and the accompanist was Paul Bellingham.  
Retiring collection will be  donated to Local Charit ies. 
The next meeting of the choir will take place on 

Tuesday September 12th at 7.30pm at the Methodist 
Hall in Ellesmere.  New members always welcome.   
 
by reporter Margaret Lagoyianni  

Members of the choi r at the recent ̀ Summer Harmonies'  concert 
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A. Crossword Clues – Example: Bar  of Soap (3,6,6) Answer: The Rovers Return 
1. Small part of half the alphabet (4 letters) 
2. You f ind them in the Classrooms (13) 
3. Ca? (4) 
4. Revo (10) 
5. geg (9,3) 
6. IST (10) 
7. 014 (6,5) 
8. Sad record playing in the early hours! (12) 

B. Bi rds 
1. Which bird is renowned for taking over the nests of other species? 
2. What colour is the beak of the mature Mute Swan? 
3. Which continent is the natural habitat of the Ostrich? 
4. Which bird was featured on the rear of the farthing coin? 
5. Which is the largest species of the Penguin? 
6. To which family does the Jay belong? 
7. Where do Swallows go when they migrate from Britain in the Winter? 
8. Which bird is the emblem of the United States? 
9. Which bird of prey can often be seen hovering over Motorway verges? 
10. Which bird lays blue eggs, the Song thrush or the Mistle thrush? 

 
C. The Number  Three! 
1. By what collective name were Moe Howard, Jerry (Curly) Howard and Larry Fine better known? 
2. Where were the three coins in Sinatra' s 1954 number one hit? 
3. Who was the third man to set foot on the moon? 
4. Who wrote `The Three Musketeers?'  
5. Which chemical element has the atomic number of three? 
6. Who directed the f ilm ̀ The Third Man?'  
7. Where does three appear between seventeen and nineteen?  
8. Who wrote `Three men in a Boat' ? 
9. What is the World' s third highest Mountain? 
10. Which cartoon character had three nephews, Huey, Dewey and Louis? 

 

D. Objects 
1. What is the rubber or metal t ip of a Walking stick or umbrella called? 
2. What is a Tabor? 
3. Which small hand tool shares its name with a cocktail of half Gin or Vodka and half lemon juice? 
4. What collective noun for f inches is also a small object worn or kept for magical properties? 
5. What is a Sneck? 
6. Which part of a drill or lathe can be three or four jawed? 
7. The name of which popular spirit  is also the name of a type of trap? 
8. What aid to vision was invented by Benjamin Franklin? 
9. What are the thin metal strips on the neck of a guitar called? 
10. Which rodent is also a computer control device? 

 

E. Pot Luck ! 
1. What was John Merrick otherwise known as? 
2. Who was Deputy Leader of the Labour party from 1983 ± 92? 
3. On which English river is Washington? 
4. What was the Nickname of the 11th Century English rebel Hereward? 
5. Which Police Farce did Max Sennett create? 
6. TV detective Van Der Valk solved crimes in which city? 
7. What does a Cooper make? 
8. What links William Shakespeare, Ingrid Bergman and former England Manager Joe Mercer? 
9. Which Brit ish Cathedral has three spires? 
10. In which country are `The Trossacks' ? 

 

And the Best of Good Luck! 
 

One of our very valuable Prizes 
will be available to the winner.  
Entries to the Editor please -
closing date 30th Sept 06 

 
If  you would like your marked 

entry returned, please enclose SAE 
with your quiz. Answer Sheet will 

also be available, similarly! 
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Congratul ations to the wi nner  of our l ast 
Crossword  Olwen Pursl ow- El lesmere 

 
Across: 1. A rol ling 5. Dodo 9. Sedan 10. Manners 
11.Nearer 12. Missed 15. King for a day 19. Unsure  
20. Pamela 23. Mi ll ion 25. Dance 26. Rome  
27. Dead stop 
 

Down: 1.Absent 2. Old habits 3. Lente 4. Name 6. Ode 
7. On side 8. One in a 13. Shake on i t 14. Pot 16. Garl ic 
17. Summer 18. Wake up   21. Added 22. Once 24. Lam  

Send your completed crossword to the Editor 
(address on front cover) 
 
Your Name:
¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼  
Address:¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ . 
¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼
¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ¼ ... 

� � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � �� � � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��� � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � � � � �  � �

 � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � �� � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

� �     � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  � � �     

 � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � �         

� � �      � � �       

          �
 

  

 � � � � � �     � � � � � �     

� � �      � � �      � � �

� � �    � � �    � � �  � � �   

             

� � �      � � �       

    � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � � � � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � �      

� � �     � � �        



Mere News  Issue 33 19  

� � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �

� � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �

We have been to the Batt lef ields - f irst and second 
World War - in Northern France and Belgium many 
t imes over the past f ifty years but our visit at the end 
of June was of special signif icance. 

Ninety years since the start of the Batt le of the Somme 
but more personally ninety years since the fall of 
Hazel©s Uncle Burt in those terrible t imes. 

James Burton Lewis volunteered in 1914 and joined 
the Kings Regiment at Sefton Park where " it  was just 
like scout camp and it©ll soon be over" but soon he was 
in France. We are fortunate that his letters home have 
been carefully preserved; have been transcribed and 
copies are with the Imperial War Museum. His 
description of the condit ions in the Trenches defies 
believe, the mud, the cold, the hunger, the rats, 
inhumane condit ions. Another recurring theme "Leave 
has been stopped again". He writes longingly of home 
- How is the harvest doing? How much is father 
gett ing for potatoes? 
"Thank you for the chicken you sent but please don©t 
send eggs again! Amazingly in spite of the condit ions, 
parcels posted in Frodsham were at the Front in four 
days. 

Our prized possession is however Burt©s 1916 Diary 
kept by him against all regulations. From it we can 
trace his day by day movements around the area of 
Albert and Amiens even though his interpretation of 
village names has been testing but with the aid of a 
large scale IGN map (the French OS) we have 
succeeded. 

The last entry in the diary is 26th June 1916. The 
following day he was killed. 
 

So this was our pilgrimage, ninety years to the day - 
day and date - to lay a wreath on Burt©s grave in a 
small cemetery in the t iny village of Cerisy - about the 
size of Lyneal. We have been twice before and never 
seen anyone around but this t ime we met a family 
from Stockport doing just as us, at the grave next but 
one to Burt. This helped but the anguish and tears are 
there intensif ied by the remoteness and the silence. 

Hazel laid a wreath of poppies from his surviving 
seven nieces and nephews to the Uncle never known 
but never forgotten 
 

We continued our journey calling at Thiepval and the 
Newfoundland memorial at Beaumont-Hamel to 
Albert and Peronne where there is a magnif icent 
buil ding housing I© Historial de la Grande Guerre an 
interpretive centre with a difference designed to make 
you think. 
But perhaps the most poignant memory is of seeing 
coach parties of 14-16 year olds arrive at Theipval and 
other Memorials, leave their coach laughing and 
joking to return later silent and solemn having aged 
f ive years in as many minutes. 
 

Brit ish, French, Commonwealth, Belgian Cemeteries 
abound in Northern France and are easily seen from 
the roads. Quite often in the middle of a f ield, 
prominent with a cross or f lagstaff rising against the 
sky, but we should not forget the German Cemeteries. 
Often almost hidden, they are dark, foreboding with 
black grave stones, the graves often holding up to 
twenty bodies, certainly not uncared for but with an 
eerie chill. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BARN DANCE  
 

Following the very successful Barn Dance last year, 
the Appeal Committee of Lyneal with Colemere 
Church are planning to hold another one on Friday 22 
September start ing at 7.00pm, once again at Lyneal 
Wood.  This year we have booked a Live Band with 
Caller and we hope to provide a Hog Roast.  There 
will be a cash bar and the t icket price, which includes 

supper, is £7.50 
but, as last year, 
there is no charge 
for children aged 
1 2  a n d 
under.   This is a 
family event and 
t ickets can be 
obt ained f rom 
Jonathan Rose on  
01939  270886 

A SOMME PILGRIMAGE   -Ken &  Hazel White. 

At the going down of the sun 
and in the morning, We 
MUST remember them. 

 
May God in his mercy 

continue to give their Souls 
eternal Peace. 

 
Meet Abbi at Ellesmere 

Infolink on Wednesdays  2pm 
to 3.30pm w ith your news 

stories 
 

Telephone: 01691 655321 
 

(Infolink Tel: 01691 624488) 
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Ellesmer e Town, located in Shr opshir e, 
Was founded a long t ime ago, 
But it  is st ill popular  today, 

As this poem will show. 
 

Home to a mer e, 
Views boats and pleasant countr yside, 

An ideal hol iday dest inat ion, 
Whether  for  walks or  cycle r ides. 

 
The Llangollen canal, 

Runs thr ough this mar ket town, 
Hir e a nar r ow boat, 

And watch kingf isher s f ly down. 
 

Ellesmer e chur ch is beaut iful, 
Sits maj est ically on a hi ll, 

Tower ing over  buildings and shops 
You can visit  this too. 

 
The futur e will be new, 

The past is now ol d, 
A cast le once stood  

Big, wooden and cold.  
 

So come and visit  Ellesmer e. 
I ts r egatta and fest ivals  

I ts beaut iful wildl ife, 
Squir r els, geese, her ons, ducks and gulls. 

 
By Rachel Hampson– Year  7 
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I am reviewing one of the books in the Carne-
gie Shortl ist., Clay by David Almond. This 
shortlist also includes books by Frank Cottrel l  
Boyce and Geraldine McCaughrean. It is sui t-
able for ages 12+ as it  contains bad language 
and a murder is involved. 
 

Davie and Geordie are best friends. A new boy 
Stephen  Rose has moved into town wi th Crazy 
Mary. Everyone thinks he' s strange. He has a 
sickly smel l  and waxy skin. There are many 
rumours about him but one things for sure those 
clay people he makes are ALIVE!!!  
 

I would not recommend this book even though 
there is a lot of good description in i t. I think it 
is quite a  boring book and it doesn' t get me 
reading on. The cover is bare and simple which 
is not very effective.  
By Amy Leppanen± Year 7 
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 Year 7 Lakelands School took part in a 99 word 
story competition. There was a short list of 8 pupils, which 
then got sent to Mr. Jervis (the head teacher) who chose 
two winners. These two winners are Annie Theedom and 
Amber Denny. Here are their stories: 

White World. 
 Suddenly… ice froze over the land, white blankets of 
snow covered roofs of cars and houses, vanished all the green 
from the world. The small ripples that come from the iced over 
pond are the only movements in sight. All the creatures and 
insects have to keep warm to survive the night. But why is 
there no humans to clear up the snow, where did all the hu-
mans go? But, there is a small child, she is so tired and cold, 
she has tears down her cheeks her soul is thin and hollow. 

By Amber Denny. 

My Titanic. 
 Suddenly… I plunged into the icy water, trying to 
scream. I twisted and turned as the water rose rapidly over 
my head. Something was pulling me downwards to the 
crushing oblivion. My life flashed before my eyes. The jour-
ney from Oswestry to Dover. Boarding the Titanic. I 
snatched wildly at the railing above my head, but all my 
efforts were useless. I felt my breath leave me, and my 
eyes close. Though I struggled hard to open my eyes, the 
darkness took me. I hoped the Titanic would be a legend. I 
hoped they would tell my story. 

By Annie Theedom  
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Church Street, Ellesmere 
01691 622632 

 
Homely B&B 

 
Food served NoonÐ 8.30pm daily 

 
Quiz Nite ±Sundays at 8.30pm 

 
M eeting rooms 

 
www.ellesmere.info/redl ion 
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A.J. SUMNER &  SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
Proprietor: Paul Sumner 

 
For a Personal and Caring Service 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

24 Hour Service 
 
 

Coronation Cottage 
Criftins 

Nr. Ellesmere 
SY12 9LN 

 
Tel 01691 690328 

or  
01691 623726 

 

Dave Dean 
Carpenter & Joiner 

 

35 years experience 
 

Doors to Decking 
Kitchens to Kennels 

Pergolas to Playhouses 
 

No Job Too Small 
Free Quotations 

Competitive Rates 
Tel: 01939 270766 

Mob : 07767 668500 
davedean@hotmail.co.uk 
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North Shropshire Guild Spinners Weavers & Dyers   
2nd Tuesday of the month 7.30pm at Town Hall   
 

Ellesmere Twinning Association:  Meet on 3rd 
Thursday of the month at Town Hall 7.30pm Secretary 
Verna Roberts (622905) 
 

Ellesmere WI:      We meet on the Third Wednesday of 
the month Town Hall  at 7.30pm.   President Mrs 
Verna Roberts, vice-president Mrs Heather Clay, 
secretary Mrs Ronnie Davies.  New members are 
always welcome to join current members who enjoy 
listening to entertaining speakers 
and wat chi ng wonder f ul  
demonstrations.   
 

Ellesmere Amateur Dramatic 
Society: Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of month at 
7.30pm at the Comrades Club.  
Chairman Peter Jones, Secretary 
Lydia Tabbron 623375.  
 3 productions a year. 
 

Ellesmere Youth Project:  Group meetings for 
youngsters - every Tuesday at the Market Hall for 10 to 
15 year olds -  50p admission  
Committee meetings ± various but generally monthly 
on Tuesdays at 7pm.  Chairman Brian Stone Secretary 
Margaret Lagoyianni 07780988739.  AGM September 
 

Ellesmere Youth Theatre:  Meet on Saturday mornings 
at the Methodist Hall from 9.30am.  Open to 7 to 16 
year olds. AGM September Chairman Margaret 
Lagoyianni ± Drama Teacher Sam Forster.  Subs paid 
termly. 
 

Mere Melodies:  Meet every Tuesday at the Methodist 
Hall 7.30pm.  Musical Director Michael Axten  
01691 690103 
 

Ellesmere Society:   Meet every third Tuesday at the 
Comrades Club 7.30pm.  Members of the Ellesmere 
Society take an active interest in the history and the 
buil dings of Ellesmere.  Barbara Moore (Secretary) 
01691 623040 
 

Royal Air Force Association:  Meet on the third 
Wednesday of the month at the Comrades Club 
7.30pm.  Chairman Mike Williamson.  New members 
always welcome. 
 

Mothers'  Union:  Meet on the second Monday of the 
month at 2.00pm in St Johns Room of St Mary' s Parish 
Church.   Branch Leader Jo Beveridge 01691 624177  
 

Sunday Club at St Mary' s Church:  Every Sunday 
10.15am to 11.30am during term time. 
 

Ellesmere and District Gardeners© Club meets at the 

Town Hall on the 1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm. 
Secretary Myra Worthington 
  

41 Club  
The 41 Club at Ellesmere is the association of former 
members of the Round Table. Members meet at various 
venues on the 3rd Thursday of the month.   
Contact Phil Hayward  01939 270854 
 

Widows Friendly:  meet on the  First Monday of the 
month at various locations.  Contact secretary Jose 
Bridge 01691624986 
 

Ellesmere and District Ladies 
Circle fosters friendship and 
fellowship between l adies 
under 45 and raises money for 
charity. The group meets on 
the f irst Tuesday of the month 
- all are welcome Chair Claire 
Pritchard 623280 
 

Shropshire Wil dl ife Trust  
holds regular meetings at 

8.00pm on the f irst Thursday of the month in the Town 
Hall, except for June, July and August. There is an 
entrance fee of £2 per meeting. For more information  
contact: Jane Farncombe    01691 622497 
 

Ellesmere and District Flower Club:    meets every 
fourth Thursday of the month (except August and 
December) in Ellesmere Town Hall, Willow Street at 
7.30pm.  Contact 01691 623380 
 

Royal Brit ish Legion:  The men©s section meets on the 
f irst Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Comrades 
Club. The women©s section meets on the f irst Monday of 
the month at 7.30pm. 
 

Ellesmere Bowling Club: The Secretary Tel: 01939 
270245 
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I t is estimated that there are over 80 
clubs and societies around Ellesmere.   
I s your club or society missing f rom this  
l ist, or do you need to change the details?  
 
I f  so, let us  know and we can include it 
on this page.  Contact the Editor (details 
page 3) or email to: 
Mer eNews@ellesmer e.info.   
 

You can also have your club listed and 
events publicised on the of ficial 
Ellesmere web site  - www.ellesmer e.info 
just send to admin@ellesmere.info -
there's no charge!  

Featured Club 
 

El lesmere Senior Ci tizens Club  
 

Meetings in Ellesmere Town Hall at 2.30pm 
Wednesday. Two meetings per month. 
Speakers, Films, Bingo, Outings etc.  
Contact J Williams - 01691 690356 
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