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Veterinary Certre
12 Tdbat Street
Ellesmere
Shropshire

SY 12 0HQ

Td: (01691) 622201
Fax; (01691) 622118

SMALL ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS
by appointment

WEEKDAY S
845am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 530pm —6.00pm

SATURDAYS
10.00am —10.30am

FARM & HORSEVISITS
AVAILABLE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
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Welcometo M ere News No 32, Soring 2006.

Dear readers, | hopethat you managed to get through the Winter, it has been much
better than the doom-mongers predicted. We certainly didn’t get the heavy
snowfalls we were promised until M id M arch; in fact, | have enjoyed the dry, cold
weather. It has made dogwalking more pleasurable for me.

Spring is certainly near if the daffs and tulips are anything to go by. We have planted all our bulbs in
tubs and containers, it is easier on the back for someone of my years. All are sprouting well, so we
should have a good show of colour to enjoy later.

However, publication date is nearing, so, if you are to enjoy reading M ere News No 32 in the near
future, perhgos | should sop wafflingand get on with it!

But not before | have thanked one of our contributors for his efforts in getting sponsorship for M ere
News.

Charlie Edwards has been givingtalks to local organisations on his life on the stage and he has been
requesting that his fees be donated to M ere News. So, many thanks Charlie, for your support.
(see page4 for Charlie' sregular contribution)

Please support Mere News

Just areminder that M ere News is provided freeto all our readers but it is not cost freeto produce. Each
issue is compiled and distributed by volunteers but costs over £500 to print. Generous support is given
by our advertisers and sponsors but we need to ask for further support in order to maintain production.

Our advertising rates are shown at the foot of this page. Sponsors may wishto cover the cost of individual
pages and we will be pleased to print their details on such pages unless they wishto remain anony mous.

Our Rates A4 A5 A6 A7
perissue £45 £30 £20 £15

D I .
lease sendyour advert requirements  [Eaarre hos tion * £50 | £40 | £30 | £20

ith cheque payableto ‘Mere News' to

aje Inside front or back cover
M argaret Lagoyianni or any member of

heteam - address detailsbelow. For 3issues £120 £70 £50 £30
Feature podtion * £140 £100 £70 £40
Sponsorship £20 £10

The Editor: Terry Cartlidge, 28 Hill Park, Dudleston Heath, Ellesmere SY12 9LF 01691 690563
Production Team: The Ardill Family, 9 Spruce Close, Ellesmere SY12 9PG 01691 624331

Advertising: Margaret Lagoyianni, 1 Church St, Ellesmere SY12 OHD 01691 624470

Editorial —merenew s@ell esmere.info

) Printed by ABBEY WORKS of Shrewsbury
Adverts—merenewsads@ell esmere.info
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| was always amazed by the number of double acts
in Variety; infact | wasinthree different double acts
during my entertaining years. Fird in 1945 just after
the war | worked with a super fellow called Elwyn
Williams and we called ourselves ‘Elwyn &
Charles'. We worked together doing a lot of club
work (i.e Working Men’s Clubs, Labour,
Conservaive, Liberal Clubs etc). T hen when Elwyn
retired, | teamed up with my Uncle Bert Pugh, who
had been a professional comic in Variety, and we
called ourselves ‘Claudie & Bertie’ the Quickfire
Comedians. Thirdly, and this may surprise some
readers, | teamed up with Dick Jones who used to
teach music a Oswestry Boys Modern School and
we were quite successful as‘Richard & Charles'.

S0 here are afew of themany double actsin Variety
tha | recall. Who remembers ‘Naughton & Gold',
‘Clapham & Dwyer, ‘Foster & Clark’, ‘The
Western Bros (Kenneth & George)? ‘Chalie
Cairoli & Paul’, ‘Collinson & Breen'? ‘Scot &
Foster, ‘Wheelea & Wilson’, ‘Benng & Williams,
‘Revnel & Wed’, ‘Elsie & DorisWalters ? ‘Bob &
Alf Pearson’, ‘Lucan & McShane', ‘Morris &
Cowley’, ‘Kenway & Young, ‘Max & Harry
Neshitt’, ‘Albert & Les Ward', ‘Jewel & Warris?
As a mater of interex ‘Jewel & Warris were

cousins, both were born in Sheffield in 1909. They
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teamed up as a double act in 1934 and had grea
success touring in Variety. They dared a the
Palladium in “ Gangway” and were very popular in
Blackpool Summer shows, notably in 1948 a the
Blackpool Hippodrome in “Coconu Grove'. Then
after Blackpool, back to touring in Variety, but in
1950 they turned to Radio in “Up the Pol€'. They
were one of the mog popular double acts of the 40's
and 50's.

Another variety comedy double act was the man and
wife team of ‘Na Mills & Bobby’ (I know some
readers will renember them!). There was also Jmmy
Wheele (whose real name was Ermned Remnant) — in
1929 he joined his faher and toured in Variety as
‘Wheeler & Wilson'.

‘Ted & Barbara Andrews were a musical act and the
Mum and Dad of Julie Andrews. When she was quite
young, Julie joined Mum and Dad's act and toured
with them in Variety. Another act was ‘The Two
Ledlies (Lesley Holmes & Ledie Sarony), asinging
and comedy act.

Wonderful names and wonderful actsfrom the super
daysof Variay.

Keep Smiling!
Morenexttime

Editor’ s Note—also see | etters page
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A word firg about ‘The Gentle Years. There seemsto
be no reason why T. Lovat Williams is not the real
name of the auhor of this book depicting Ellesmere in
the fire decade of the 20" Century. A key to personali-
tiesandplacesin ‘The Gentle Y ears' is gpended to the
copy thereof currently available for perusal in Elles
mere Libray. Thiskey isbased on informaion gleaned
from the 1900, 1905 and 1909 editions of Kelly’s Di-
rectoriesof Shropshire.

Another major intered in Ellesmere during the fird few
years of the new millennium was the return of local
soldiers from the South African (or Boer) War.

In early 1901 Liedenant W.R.K Mainwaring came
home after being wounded whilst serving with the Den-
bighshire Company of the Imperial Yeomanry. He was
the second son of Salusbury Kynagon Mainwaring of
Oteley. Other men pleased to seetheir homeland again
were Sapper Earle (age 21) son of Sgt-Maj Earle,
Troope Bert Jones, and Lieut Head.

At the time feeling against the insurgent Boersran high
—even in aplace asremote from South Africaas Cock-
shutt. When Ellesmere Liberals requestedthe use of the
village schoolroom for an address to be given by Mr
Alan Bright, it was rejected on account of Liberals be-
ing Boer sympahizers. “We will not have Boers’ said
the vicar the Rev H. J. Wilcox, d¢rongly backed up by
Mr Nicolas Robinson JP. Obviously a century or more
ago, such opinions could be held and voiced and politi-
cal correctness was unheard of.

Other news on the military front was tha of Ellesmere
Volunteers (H.Coy KSL1) paading at the Armoury in
Cross Sreet, then marching to Birch Hall where certain
drill movementswere performed. Mr T. Emberton laer
entertained both officersandmen to tea

P& G

Vehicle Repairs

Unit 4 Smithfield Works
Ellesmere

Servicing—MOT's
Petrol and Diesel
Tyres, Exhaust
Call now for details 01691 622849
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Lieut.Bell was in command together with Sergt-
Instructor Cross and Quartermaster Sergt Tims. Sergt
William Timswasin businessin thetown asa* grocer,
confectioner, wholesale salt, corn, flour and provision
merchant and dealer in foreign and British wines’. As
Quartermader of H.Company he was obviously the
right man in the gppropriae job!

Care of the old, poor and unemployed a century or so
ago was largely vested in the Board of Guardians (of
the poor) which ealy in 1902 comprised the following
— Brownlow R.C.Tower (chairman), Thomas Emberton
(vice chairman), Miss L.Jebb (of the Lyth and the only
lady member), Rev H. Moody (Vicar of Welshampton),
Rev ST.W. Barte (Congregational Miniger), Dr
Sankey, Messrs J.D.Owen, H.D.Chgpman JP, E.Owen,
T.Parker, JHayward, E.Butler, A.JP.Child, Clirs
P.J.Edwards and J Hood. Clerk to the Board was Robert
Edward Clark who also held several other public pods
in Ellesmere. Chgplain to the House of Industry was the
Vicar theRev A.EWauton, Vicar of Ellesmere.

Even the best efforts of the above august body could
not savethe lives of all of Elleamere’ s unfortunates, for
one Ann Roberts died of starvation a abou thistime.
She had previously been offered a place in the work-
house but had declined. Her weekly income was four
shillings of which one and sixpence had to be paid in
rent. Obviously half a crown weekly was insufficient to
sustain life.

Ellesmere’s Flower and Vegetable Show must have a
very long history, for the Show scheduled to take place
in the Cremorne Gardens on August 31t 1901 was
staed to be the 38". The luncheon & which many
speeches were made and toad s drunk took place & the
Red Lion Hotel in Church Sreet. Sadly by 4pm heavy
rain had set in and virtually ruinedthe day.

As always misfortune had a place in Ellesmere life. An
incident tha comesto mind is of two brothers working
in the building trade who each (in different accidents)
lost thetip of afinger — within an hour of each other!

A raher different mishgp was the case of a cow, which
whilst being driven to market, enteredthe shop of Harry
Adams No 2 Waergate Sreet. Fortunaely Mr Adams
was a plumber raherthan a dealer in chinaware!



Mere News Issue 32

page 6

ELLESMERE PATIENTS GROUP

Two years ago the Ellesmere M edical Practice
gathered together a group of twelve patients who
would meet from time to time with members of the
Practice team to learn more about the practice and
to discuss way s in which communication between
patients and the practice could be helped aong.
The group, which has a forma constitution, is
caled the Ellesmere Patient Group (EPG). We
would like to think that in our first two years we
have proved useful both to the practice and the
patients. We are not a body set up to channel
complaints. There is dready a recognised
procedure for this to hgppen. Rather we aim to
help the practice and patients understand each
other better, to ensurethat paients know what the
practice can offer, and the that Ellesmere M edica
Practice is aware of the paients’ needs. Our focus
is very much on the patients’ needs and in building
good working relationships with the surgery saff.

We have two sub groups. The firs promotes
healthy living and supports local organisations

building.

Our free newsletter is distributed at various outlets
in thetown, including The Post Office, Info-Link,
The Library, Rowlands, Fred Roberts, and, of
coursethe Surgery.

Copies are aso available in the rural post offices.
We are aware that around half of the patients do
not livein Ellesmere Town, and that the newsletter
might not be easily available. It can be down-
loaded from the practice’s web-site:
www .ellesmeremedicalpractice.co.uk

If you are interested in our work or would like to
join us or communicate with us, you can contact us
via the Practice M anager, Ed Manning, a the

surgery on
01691 623256

We look forward to hearing from you.

and individuals whose work is to promote the
well-being of the community. One member has
set up the thriving Diabetic Patients’ Group.
Others have compiled information about classes
and facilities in the area for improving our life-
styles. Other members are also working on the
development of the Practice’s web site.

T he second group is concerned with keeping the
patients well-informed and in improving two-
way communication between patients and the
Practice. Currently, one of our members is
working with the Practice M anager to come up
with ways of improving the telephone service.
We produce a quarterly newsletter. It has
contained a variety of items, for example,
articles on the role of particular individuals who
work at the surgery, the Carers’ Group and the
Mere Amblers, information about the
dispensary, an explanation of how the triage
system works and details of Hedthy Life-style
classes available in the area One of our
members has given talks to the Senior Citizens’
Forum and others have improved the display of
information in the waiting room.

Our full committee supported the Practice in its
bid to obtain the funding for a new surgery
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The date was Jan 4t 1950, aT hursday. Tha faeful day
when | was conscripted into her Majesty’s Armed
Forces.

| had been working in the laboraory of alocal colliery
from September 1946 but, after Naionalisationin 1947,
things became raher uncomfortable a work. The
chemid was very bitter about the whole thing, mainly
because he lost all his privileges under NCB rule. T he
winners in the NCB lottery were the face workers —
scientific gaff were right a the end of the queue and
there was talk of our lot being absorbed into an arealab.
However, a compromise was reached and | managed to
stick it out until August 1949, mainly because | wanted
to completethe firg part of a degree course known then
as Inter B and to passthe exansto go on to takethe
finals (in 1954, asittrangired).

| had expected to be called up immediaely, but | was
still hanging about in September, so my father set meto
work for him (he was a coal merchant and haulier). So
with shovel in hand and wearing big boots, | worked
until Christmas and in the New Year, | s out for
Catterick Camp — Soke Saion, change a Derby, for
Darlington via Doncaster and onto Richmond.

Outside Richmond daion we were met by the Military
Police, shouting “ Armoured Corpsto theleft, Sgnalsto
the right”, so | joined a load of blokesonto a lorry (on
the right) and so we went forward into the unknown.
The unknown was the 7th Selection Regiment where we
were divided into groupsof 30 and marched off into the
Barracks — a series of wooden huts, each containing 30
odd beds, separated by deel lockers, and sheer luxury -
two coke goves.

We were told to pick a bed each and to leave our
belongings on it to d&ke a claim. Knowing a bit about
such places (Youth Hodels were fairly similar & the
time), | picked a corner bed space, three beds away
from the stove then it was outside again to be
documented and kitted out.

Kitting out was reminiscent of a Norman Wisdom
comedy, we were given a kit bag and as we filed past a
counter, various items were slung at us. The only time
we were asked our size on anything was at the boot
issue. T hree shirts were issued to each of us, | managed
to get onesize 7 andtwo size 5’s, the idea being tha a
kit exchange would be scheduled for the next day.

We were marched back to the bille and dismissed to
sort ou the kit. On arriving back a my bed space, |
found my bed occupied and my belongings on thefloor.
| had a few words with the usurper, who rose from the
bed, took a swing & me and missed. | swung back and
connected; he gumbled, fell over a geel box (one a the
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foot of each bed), banged his head onthe foot of the
bed and lost consciousness for afew seconds. There
was silence inthe room, and then a rush of bodiesto
see what had hgppened. The injured party (a bloke
named Mason from Melton Mowbray) gathered
himself up and with his kit, found a spae bed for
himself by the hut door.

The whole incident was over in a few minues, but
afterwards, my goodness, | was very worried. |
imagined a spell in an Army Glasshouse (prison).
However, the incident passed over, Mason was
transferred afterthree days and life went on.

To Be Continued......

Footnote:

56 yearson, | find my memory isnot wha it was to
put it mildly. It would all have been much easier had
| kept a diary or some sort of journal. So my advice
to anyone who has any aspiraions (however dight)
to write anything, please keep records, rough notes
will do, just to jog the memory, you'll find it much
easier!

Tree C
q.O\Ner\ qare [fq

ROGER OWEN

WHITE HOUSE, VICARAGE LANE, KINNERLEY,
NR OSWESTRY, SHROPSHIRE SY108DE

Tel: (01691) 682008
Mobile: 07980 626998
Email: rowen.tree.care@btinternet.com

FREE QUOTATIONS

FULLY INSURED
NPTC QUALIFIED

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
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by Christopher Jobson

fter the deah of Henry | in 1135 the Marcher
Lords, including Peverel, Lord of Ellesmere, and
William Fitzalan, Lord of Oswestry, refused to
acknowledge the auhority of Sephen, the anointed
King; instead they defended the right of Mailda,
Henry's daughter, to succeed her fahe. Both the
Welsh Princes and the Macher Lords were quick to
teke advantage of Sephen’slack of firm government.

T he decline in the power of the crown enabled Owain
ap Gruffydd, Prince of Higher Powys, a cousin once
removedto Griffin Kynagon of The Socks, to extend
his territory almod as far as the walls of Cheder.
Meanwhile Madog ap Maredudd, great uncle of
Griffin Kynaston, profiting by the general disorder of
the kingdom and the exile of William Fitzalan, was
able to occupy Oswestry. Towards the end of 1149,
the Welsh accountstell us, Madog rebuilt

with the Welsh princes, whom he used as his allies
against his rebellious barons. According to the
contemporary romance called, “The Drean of
Rhonabwy” inthe“ Red Book Mabinogion”, Madog ap
Meredydd, grandson of Bleddyn and grea uncle to
Griffin Kynaston of the Socdks, wasthe last ruler of the
united realm of Powys, which d&ter his deah was
permanently divided. His rule had extended from
Pulford, near Cheste, tothe utmog limits of Arwystli,
and it is particularly mentioned in the same narraive
tha he ruled the lands between Dudleston and the

Vyrnwy.

Mog of Wales tha had resisted the full force of
Henry’s army in 1165 was united under the leadership
of Owain ap Gruffydd of Gwynedd who even sught
help from the King of France. Madog ap Maredudd
died in 1160 and Owain Gwynedd in 1170, and their

Croes Oswallt i.e. Oswestry. However,
when Mailda's son Henry was crowned
King, Oswestry ceased to be a Welsh
stronghold and reveted to its former lords,
the Fitzalans. In order to protect the rest of
Powys from the ambitions of his cousin
Owain ap Gruffudd, Madoc sought the]
support of Henry Il and marched with the]
King's army into Wales. Owain Gwynedd
yielded to Henry following this campaign
in 1157, but managed to retain mog of his
territorial gains.

By 1163 the Welsh rulers successfully took
advantage of another opportunity when the)
authority of Henry 1l was weakened as a
result of his quarrel with Archbishop
Becket. It was from Oswestry that Henry
led his last and least successful expedition
against the Welsh; in August 1165 he)
arrived here with a grea army and set ou
for the Ceiriog Valley. Evidently the
torrential rain which beat upon the invaders
on the open moors of the Berwyn
mountains so damaged and disorganized
the food supply tha the King had no
recourse left but to return, a defeaed and
humiliated man, to Oswestry. Oswestry
thus witnessed the greaed rebuff given by
the Welsh to one of the greaest of the
medieval kings of England, a rebuff so
decisive that for the reg of hisreign Henry
was forced to have only friendly relaions
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succession was conteded in both kingdoms.
Gruffydd, the son of Madog, became Prince of North
Powys — the valley of the Dee to Maelor, which
became known as Powys Fadoc, and, although the
Welsh considered that Gwynedd was divided between
Owain’s descendants, the English authorities
considered Dafydd, the son of Owain by his second
wife, to have succeeded him.

It appears tha Dafydd g Owain used the title
Princeps Norwalliae (the prince of north Wales). This
title helpsto define Dafydd’ s positioninrelaion to the
King of England: although he swore an oah of
allegiance to Henry Il, & no time were the rights of a
feudal ovelord exercised by the Crown in the
territories of the Welsh Princes. In order to drengthen
his position Dafydd despatched one Smon the M onk
to ask the king for the hand of his half-sisser Emma,
who was a naural daughter of Geoffrey of Anjou,
famed for her beauty and recently widowed. Indeed
the royal acoounts record two payments made to this
messenger in 1174. Henry readily gave his consent for
the marriage to teke placetha sameyear: evidently he
regarded Dafydd as an important ally. The sheriffs of
London provided Emma’s wedding dress at a cost of
£28.17s.

In 1177 Henry |l held a grea gahering of Welsh
princes at Oxford and it was here, accordingto a leas
three chroniclers, tha Dafydd prevailed on the kingto
grant him the lordship of Ellesmere as a marriage gift.
As Lord of Ellesmere, “David filius Owini Princeps
Norwallie” (David son of Owen Prince of North
Wales) gave both Crickg and Sockett, north of
Crosemere to Haughmond Abbey. Haughmond
Abbey enjoyed considerable predige during the reign
of Henry Il and histutor, Alured, became the Abbot.
On April 25, 1194, King Richard | confirmed the gift
of Socket as tha of “Emma, his father’s Sigter.”
Also & about this time Dafydd gave ‘Ellesdon’,
(probably Elson), as a marriage gift to his
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himself, for any tenement which she held on that day
when Henry Il gave her the Manors of Ellesmere and
Hales’. Hales came to be known as Hales-Owen,
from Owain, son of Dafydd and Emma Evidently
King John took advantage of Dafydd’ s imprisonment
and repossessed Ellesmere for in 1203 we find the
Sheriff of Shropshire charging the King 100s. for
repairs he had carried out a& Ellesmere Castle Also
its Provod and Jurors represented the ‘Villate' of
Ellesmere a the Shropshire Assizes of October 1203,
like other manors held by the king. It isworth noting
tha two cases of murder & Elleamere were heard at
these Assizes. Dafydd was finally released from
prison and died, certainly in England and probably a
Ellesmere, in 1204. Ddaydd s gifts of Cricket and
Socket to Haughmond Abbey were then confirmed
by Emma andtheir son Owain gp Daydd.

It is considered by some scholars tha a about this
timethere was an influx of Welsh into thisarea, large
enough for it to be partially Cymricized under
Dafydd, the fird, but not the last, of the Welsh
Princesto hold the manor of Ellesnere and exercise
his authority in this area Lder in 1284 over forty
“ Welshmen and rebels, adherents of Liewelyn” in the
manor of Ellesmere ae named. Presumably they
were some of the descendants of Dafydd’ s supporters.
They had their land confiscaed by the royalig Lord
of the Manor who distributed it to Englishmen.
Almodg certainly the main language spoken here
would have been Welsh as it must have been before
the Saxon colonisaion when Offa built his dyke.
Indeed Madog ap Meredydd and Dafydd ap Owain
woul d even now be easily understood on market days
in Oswestry where Welsh is still widely used.

daughter.

T he fortune of the newly wedded prince
was to be short lived for his failure to
unitethe whole of Gwynedd in subjection
to him provedto be the beginning of his
downfall. After afierce family struggle
in 1194 Dafydd was defeated and taken
prisoner by his twenty-two year old
nephew, Llywelyn g lorwerth, nea the
estuary of Conwy. In 1199, while Dafydd
was in prison, King John came to the
throne and on April 10t 1200 he granted
protection to Emma, wife of Dafydd ap
Owain, and ordered tha, “ she should not
be impleaded, except before the King
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The future of the local Walking for Health scheme known as Mee Ambles may be in jeopardy asthe current co-
ordinator will no longer be able to organise the walks after April. At the moment short local walks take place
weekly and are reliant upon just 3 volunteers who lead the walks. In order to leadthe walks people need to dtend
a simple and easy introductory Training day and the next one is & the end of April. Anyone who already knows
and appreciaesthe benefits of walking regularly and would like to support the local group can find out more by
contacting Diane Monether @ the Countryside Service next to the Mereor by telgphoning her on 01691 624448.

The Mere Ambles have atracted quite a few local people and in total over 50 people havetaken part in & leasd one
walk over the 6 months since the scheme was launched. Many people come regularly and even on rainy days
people still turn up to enjoy awalk. T he scheme isnot aimed at those who already walk, but for those people who
are perhaps recovering from an operdion or illness and would like to stat exercising again. Now tha Spring is
around the corner it is hoped tha more people will join the walks and tha more people will volunteer to lead. The

group meet every T uesday & 1pm and walks start from the Wharf on the first and last T uesday of the month and all
other T uesdays at the M ere Visitor Centre.

T uesday 4th April 1pm Whaf T uesday 2nd M ay lpm  Whaf
T uesday 11th April 1pm MVC T uesday 9th May 1pm MVC
T uesday 18th April 1pm MVC T uesday 16th May 1pm MVC
T uesday 25th April lpm  Whaf T uesday 23rd May 1pm MVC

T uesday 30th May W harf

)
W ildspace! Community Liaison Officer,

Northern Shropshire Countryside Service, Svan Hill, Ellesmere
Shropshire SY120DQ Tel:01691 624448

20 High Street, Ellesmere

I"#

ANO SMOKING ESTABLISHMENT




The local
online book
shop for all

your new

books

www.mer esidebooks.co.uk

No computer? No internet?
No problem-
Ring 01691 624 620 for prices
and availability

M ereside Books

The Promenade
Ellesmere, Shropshire SY 12 OPA
Tel: 01691 624 620
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ROY BRADLEY

PAINTER & DECORATOR

40 HILL CREST
ELLESMERE
SHROPSHIRE

SY12 OLJ

TEL 01691 623016
VAT reg No: 794 3169 93

Wanted: donations of
Children’s Books for
Mkwakwani School, Kenya

Please contact Billy & Lynne Morris
on 01691 623229 — can collect.

Billy and
Lynne  have
visited Kenya
twice and have
been working
to support the
children since
seeing the
conditions at
the school.
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LETTERSTOTHEEDITOR [

Dear Tery,

| have recently had a free copy of Meae Newsand read it cover
to cover, but the mog inteeging article, after your “ Welcome
totheMereNews Winter 2005” was“ Curtain Up”.
Some months ago | met Charlie and asked him if he would
consider geaking to a Speakeas Club—Probus— in the
Comrades Club on aT hursday morning & 11 o’ clock for about
an hour which he did brilliantly. From tha | again booked
Charlie as the After Dinner Seaker for the RAFA Annual
Christmas meeting a the Comrades Club in Ellesmere on the
9th December 2005. | have thanked him personally, it was a
wonderful night and if you are able to include a Shomt article
together with our thanks, | would be much obliged.. Charlie Edwards performing at the RAFA
Annual Chrigmasmeeting
(Picture ocourtesy of Mr WJ Rutter)

Y ours Sncerely

W J Rutter, Welshampton, (Editor’s Note: see also editorial)

Dear Sr,

T. Lovdt Williams was the actual name of the author of T he Gentle Y ears. He was a railway officer who lived in
Scotland Streg and died in Derby about 40 years ago. He was known to the lae Miss Sylvia Tower, who took
rather a dim view of the book, © shetold me.

In the article on walking: the Spout, Coptiviney and Gambuck are all Welsh names, asisthe case of many of the
lakes.

Y ours Faithfully,
F E Horton, Ellesmere

Get Involved at The Mere

If you care about something, there is nothing more saisfying than getting physically involved in looking after or
improving it. Thisis wha dozens of people are finding & many of our Countryside Heritage Stes such as Corbet
W ood and Nesscliffe.

What abou Ellesmere? Well, so far, people have been very dow in coming forward. Hereisalist of waysin which
people can address this:

Heronwatch — help visitorsto seethe neging Herons from March to May.
Or chids - help with the annual count of the orchids on Castlefields in June.
Events— help with the“ big clear up” aftertheT riahlon, Carnival and other community events.

Mere Ambles - help lead walks, as part of a naional Walking for Health scheme, for people who currently do
not walk or are recoveringfrom illness or an operdion.

In addition, we run practical tasks covering all of our sites every Wednesday and Friday. Many of thesetake place at
Ellesmere.

If you have a particular intereg not covered above, such as gardening, and would like to lend your time and sKills,
please get in touch.

For further infor mation, please contact Lynne Pope on 01691 624448
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Degpite the trend to smaller gardensin new housing
developments, the nation appears to be heading
bad to basics, increasngly shoehorning some fruit
and vegetablesinto their plot. Interest has gathered
pace to such an extent that sales of vegetable seeds
now outsrip those of ornamentals.

Most households have a few pots of herbs, even if
regricted to windowsill gardening, while others
successfully grow an amazing aray of vegetablesin
containers of all descriptions. Potaoes in black
plagic sacks are not unheard of! For those without
access to land, allotments arein high demand.

S, in an inaeasngly frantic world, why this
appaent paradox? Probably for a number of reasons,
ofteninter-relaed.

Programmes on the poor dandard of our naional
diet, highlighted by Jamie Oliver® recent ondaught
on school dinne menus, have raised awareness of the
need for heathier eaing. How many of us manage
the recommended daily 5 (at leag) portions of fruit
and vegaables? SO wha better way to embrace a
healthier lifestyle with more exercise and fresh air
than to grow somein the garden?

As global warming hitsthe headlines, food milesare
also becoming an issue. Localy and home grown
food, in season, is making a comeback. Do we really
need celery flown in from the USA or asparagus
from South Africain January?

At the sametime, home grown food can be produced
without chemicals by those uneasy about pegicide
resdues. Home alotments ae increasngly being
managed organically.

Y et pehgosthe smplest reaon isthe stisfaction of
jugt growing, picking and eating some food straight
from the garden, maximising goodness andtade.

Obvioudy, the idea of self sufficiency is out of the
question for al but a dedicated few. But mog of us
can engineer the opportunity to concentrate on afew
lines which are either unavailable in our local
supermarkes or which taste so much bette when
eaten fresh from the garden.

However much spaceyou are able to allocaeto fruit
and vegeables, the golden rule isto grow only those
which you adually like. Thereis absolutely no point
in keeping a foreg of rhubarb, if it isn® going to
appea on the menul!

As well as selecting your favourite cropsto grow,
there is aso the opportunity to expeaimet with
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different varigies which may taste sweeter or crop
better in your garden conditions.

Tomaoes are a cae in point. We choose a new
varigy each year to add to our selection. We have
personal preferences for sweeter and thin skinned
tomaoes - not usually found in supermarkes as they
have a dhorter shelf life and bruise more easly than
those with tougher <Kins. A current favourite is
Mexicen Honey, a small redtomao which aops well
in the greenhouse. This yeaxr we shall be trying
Supersweet 100, anew F 1 hybrid recommended by
Pippa Greenwood in arecent article.

Other vegetables worth growing where space is
limited include broad beans (try steaming the tops
when you pinch them ou), salad leaves such as
rocke, coriander and mizuna a small row of sugar
snap peas and afew runner beans. All of these taste
so much better when fredh from the garden. If you
can squeeze in some carrots, the sweetness and
crispness of newly pulled roots will surprise you.

Grow plants under fleeceto thwart carrot roaot fly.

For smilar reasons we also grow sprouts. Just six
plants of a sweet and mild flavoured F 1 vaidy,
named lcarus, are sufficient for our needs. Being
selective isthe key. In our available space we prefer
to have the luxury of a few plants of asparagus and
globe artichokes raher than main crop potaoes.

Fruit, only your favourites of course, is also worthy
of condderaion. A small grawberry pach or row of
raspberries will provide helpings to top the morning
cereas plusenough to jazz up summer sweets - if not
the quantities needed for jam. We are lucky to have
an excellet local organic fruit nursery a& Codkshutt
for supplies of larger quantities.

Although large pear or gopletreesmay be out of the
running, cordon trees on dwarfing rootsockstake up
very little pace. Sepove trees make intaesting low
hedges to pahways, with oring blossom followed by
colourful applesin autumn and a gructured outline of
dark bare branches over winter. The only thing to
remember isto seled spur bearing, raher than tip
bearing, varieties - or you® pruneoff all the apples

Warnting a larger selection of eaing apples, but
running out of space for ¢andard trees, we planted a
smi circle of three varidies to edge a border.
Sartingwith oneyear old maiden whips, we enjoyed
the reldively easy task of training them ourselves
into espaliersto fit the available space. James Grieve
has cropped exceptionally well here.

Happy growing - & eating!
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The Saga of the Freezer

We needed a new freezer,

Wha a blooming game
Werelly lovedthe oldone,

It did seem such a shame.
We knew itsnooks and crannies,

And where we could put wha,
In summe wed freezethe garden g uff,

Tha waswhen we grew a lot.
Nowadaysits ready medls

Or a leag something quick to cook,
But beit fish, fruit or vegetables,

We always knew where to look.
It was “parked inthe garagethough,

We wanted a new one housed indoors.
It meant taking akitchen unit out

Which had threelarge drawers.
Thetrouble was Reg fixed it in

And hefixedit in so well,
Tha whenwe triedto moveit,

We went through living ....
Firg we hadto findnew homes

For all thethingstha we@ acquired.
[t®@amazing what we@ tucked away,

The sort-ou made usreally tired.
The drawer®@were easy-peasy,

But the cabing stuck fad.
With hammer, saws and screwdrivers,

Wegot it out & lag.
Then buying the new freezer - well

Tha too wasjust traumaid
With energy consumption, cgpacity,

CFC sall seemed so dramdic.
Thethingthat wasworst about it,

Which brought me near to tears
Only fiveyeaslife expectancy---- we@d

had the lag one30YEARS! ! I'!
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Our daughter bought usa camera,

To put in our Chrigmas goding.
It was only the size of a mat chbox-

But thephoto' s wetook were shodking.
Shetold usit waslightto hold

And “pop-up viewer' as easy aswink,
An adapterto dot in compuiter,

Now! Tha really made us think.
Well - wetook our firgt six phato's,

And couldn't wait to seehow they were.
S we fitted it up to show on screen

And found most of them just a pink blur.
We zoomed in on the picuresto magnify

And then couldn't believeour eyes,
A broad set of dentures on one of them -

Onthenext - asort of face- in disguise!
We gudied the camera more carefully,

And realised what had occurred.
We' d faced the lensthe wrong way round,

No wonder the "photo’'s were blurred!

A Yearful of Patriotism

Thefirgison & David s Day,
Bit early for Soring weather,

But look you, they havetheir lesks and daffs,
To celebraewithb whateve.

Thenext isgood S Parick's Day,
Top ofthemorning toyou' sall,
Comeb show your shamrock, and join in ajig,
Theré sawelcometo the ball.

S George hasdain the dragon o~
For hislovely English Roseb /3«-:"7‘

S April 23rdisadae 74 ‘

Everybody knows.

Come NovemberDb before Hogmanay,
Sotscelebrae S Andrew s Day.

They blow their pipes and maketham sing
Andall joininthe Highland fling.

™~

BV

Foring has sprungb new growth begun,
Tho' snowdrops arefading away,

The daff' sandthe crocus arenow all in bloom,
Determined to brightenthe day.

A Spring Song

Sring has sprungb new life begun,
Timeto pu ontha new Easter ha,

Walk out in the sun, enjoy all thefun,
And stop for anice little cha.
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We went to see a garden show

Held at Bexley mental home.
A very friendly place it was

Thepaientsallowed to roam
We were alittle laearriving,

The car park seemed quitefull,
But the atendant quickly ©orted ou

A placefor usto pull.
Otherswerethere and so we thought

In spiteof our intrepidation +
"Perhgsits closed! Heput ustherd

But it wasa FIRE STATION.
We went in thehall to look around,

Therewas so much on display,
It was great until avoice called ou

Very much to our dismay.
"Carsare wrongly pakedoutside,

We are sorry, but haveto gae-

Tha the bogus attendant, was, we' re afraid,

A very helpful Inmate.
It was a very hot and sunny day,
SO we were surprised to see,

A chappie stting by the Dais,

Wearing araincoa down to hisknee.

Pergiraion running down hisface
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Hereis a poem | wrote a few years ago about
my husband and the remote control, which he
was very fond of. | thought it might amuse
your readers.

& &
Rhyl

One, Two, Three, Press

He gets up inthemorning,
Looks & the laed news,

Switching from channel to channel,
Getting the different views.

When he presses buttons wrongly
He swears and blamesit on me.
Blames me for thefootball scores
And srikes on channel three.

Hisfingers working madly
He changes from oneto four.
Wish he' d makehi mind up
| can't takethismuch more

Next thing he'll be shaking me,
Why can't he give it areg,

He thinks | need new batteries

But I'm puting himtothetest.

People gave what advicethey could,
But he sa therewaiting for his prize award -

For Paients Class, The Bed Bread Pud! He's very heavy handed

We |looked around haphazardly,

Though not all theredid the same.

Some weighed up who'd got best results,

And had mogt prizesto his name.
A lady walked up tothe secreay

And posing as? Harry' swife®,
Collected all hisjust rewards +

It didn't half cause somedrife!
Shewasavery graeful pdient +

Who gill knew her way abou .
We oouldn't help but wonder if

She should be in thehome or ou!
In spiteof all these mishgps

We enjoyed alovely show,
Something we still we remember

From all those years ago.

| don't know what he'll do next,
But if he carries on likethis
He'll haveno teletext.

"Cause I'm not a2 Hoofer Doofe®
Or a®Whatsit® or a®Thing®

I'm smply aremotecontrol

Who does everything but sing.

He likestothink tha he'sin charge,
He' sreally not a bad bloke,

But if he carries on likethis

I"1l be going up in smoke
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CROSSWORD by David Farncombe
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The cluesto this Crossword are mostly straightforward rather than aryptic. Thethemeis® Sayings and Proverbs.®
Mogt cluesrefe to well-known sayings, except fortwo tha | certainly had never me until | foundthemina

Dictionary of Proverbs

Thereisavaluable prizeof course for alucky winner, andtheclosing date is 30th June 2006. Good luck!

Across
1. ............ gonegaheasno moss
(1,7)
5 Not so much dead asextind! (4)

taxi (5)

10 They makeh man (7)

11 The.......... the bone, the
sweeter theflesh (6)

12 A diceoff acut loaf isn't ... (6)
15 A twenty-four hour reign?
(43,1,3)

19 United Naionswithout doubt is
not catain (6)

9 Thischair was an early form of

20 Anderson, mayhe (6)

23 see8 down

25 If youwould do this you must
pay thefiddler (5)

26 Catainly took morethan a day
tobuild (4)

27 Sudden halt (4,4)

Down
1 Thefriendsoftentoated (6)
2 e die hard (3,6)
3 Fedina............ -theway to

make geady progress perhgos

(5)
4 Any dtenaive for arose hasno affedt on itssmelll (4)
6 Onefrom Cyril Flecher was certainly odd (3)
7 Not off onthe cricke field (2,4)
8, 23ac A very raeoccurrence (3,2,1,7)
13 Makean agreement perhaps (5.2,2)
14 If watched, it never boils (3)
16 Sinking Rose (6)
17 Onemigrant birdisa sgn of this, & lead (6)
18 A rousngcal (4,2
21 A dead arrangement resulted inthetotal (5)
22 Traditional openingto afairy tale (4)
24 Escapein America (3)

Answersto Genera Knowledge Crossword —ISSUE 31

Across Down

1. Pater 4.Agony 8 Renegade 9.6ty 1.Paton
10.Orrery 12.Engds 14 Bernad 17.Mumba  7.Lee Evans
18.Sherpa 20.Biro 21Tennyson  22.Genet 15.Bryson

23.Sydney

2Tenors  3Elga

11.Yorkists
16.Hannay

13.Soutine
19.Henry

5Gidgud 6.Nettles

14.Bob Hope
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Answers to Jeremy Beadle Quiz :Issue 31

1. Yellow.

2. Venus.

3. A week.

4. Lae.

5. New Orleans, Louisanafrom Parisin 1981.

6. September 14h 1752. Gregorian calendar adopted.
7. A diganceequal tothe depth of the flag.

8. On afloor by an upper window. T here is no mention
of a baloony.

9. Chrigian. Disraeli was baptised C of E a the age of
12.

10. Bison. Buffalo are found in Africa and India.

11. South. (It' shigher £ more elevaed + hence its

name). The winner of the Jeremy BeadleQuiz is

12. London. He died in the Jerusalem Chapel & Jm Nicolson, The Rookery, Northwood, with 3 errors.
Westminder Abbey 1413.

13. Buterfly. The winner of the caption competition is

14. Exactly none. Theactual surface of the Earth is Paul Byat, Elson Road, Ellesmere+ see below.

defined by astronauts as beingthe outer edge of the

atmosphere, about 100 miles above our heads. Runner up Beryl itt, Beech Drive Ellesmee

%g.glu%(irljaley Winner of the Crossword competition is
17' De ' Cathy Briggs, Fir TreeClose, Ellesnere

18. Weg. Owingto a policy decison by the
Internaional Adronomical Union reverang lunar East
and Wed. TheEagtern Seais now ontheWegern limb
of the Moon.

19.5.

20. Five. Edward I V' s consort, Henry VII's consort,
Queen Elizabeth |, George VI's consort
and Queen ElizabehllI.

All the above winnerswill receive oneof our
‘ValuablePrizes . Wethank all our entrants for their
efforts — better luck nexttime.
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WELSHAMPTON VILLAGE MAY FAYRE & SCARECROW TRAIL
M onday 1st M ay

GRAND PLANT SALE, perennials, annua bedding & vegetables

HOME MADE CAKES & PRODUCE, NEW & NEARLY NEW CLOTHES,
BOOK & BRIC &BRAC STALLS

CREAM TEAS

A warm welcometo all

At our Parish Hall
Between 1pm & 6pm

All proceeds towards St Michael's Church roof fund
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The Rotary Club of Ellesmere is
pat of Rotay Internaional, which is the biggest
serviceorganisaion inthe world.

This meanstha when thereis an internaional disaster
there is usually a Rotary Club in the area tha can
become involved in the relief. Sending the aid direct to
the local Rotary Club ensures that all of it reachesthe
vidims,

Rotay does not only involve itself in Intemnational
eventsbut isalo vey much alocal organisaion.

The Rotary Club of Ellesmere meds every week, and
through the fellowship established then is able to
organise and t&kepart in local events.

Each year in July (This year on the 9") togetha with
The Inng Wheel Club of Ellesmere it organises 2The
Charity Fun Regatta®. Thisnot only provides a day of
entertainment for the people of Ellesmere, but also
raises money for Chaity.

The club also helps with the marshalling of 2The
Triahlon® and 2The Mees Cycle Ride® for British
Heart Foundaion. It organises a Sroke Awareness
day, when with the support of Ellesmae Medica
Pradice, and Salop Caravans, Ellesmere people are
invitedto havetheir Blood Pressure checked.

The@Treeof Light® each year gives peoplethe chance
to remember a loved one and raises money for
Charity.

Dictionaries are presated to each Year 6 pupil
leaving Ellesmere Primary Shool, this year Literacy
Prizes are being donaed to Lakelands Shool, and a
young pason is sponored on a Leadership Course.
Individuals are helped by giving a donaion to help
with tripsabroad e.c.

But thisisnot theonly object of Rotary. Fellowship is
very important, and the weekly meetings give a
chance to mea and be entetained, informed and
someimes anazed.

Some of the recent medings have included talks on
Tagnania, Kenya Solo motorcycle trip to The
Himalayas, The Dewen Centre, Diagnoss and
treatment of Childhood Aghma, plus many othe
subjects. The Club has taken part in quizzes, ten pin
bowling, snooker, darts and other competitions, plusa
vidt to apantomime.

Anyone who like to find out more about the
Rotary Club of Ellesmere can contact:

Presdent John Williams, Tel: 01691 624390
or Secretary Archie Hart, Tel. 01691 623470.

Ellesmere and District SY12

TO ALL OUR FRIENDSAND ORGANISATIONS WHO
HAVE HEL PED US SINCE 2002

Itiswith regret tha we haveto adviseyouthat our Forum has reachedthe stage whereT he Management Committee
have concluded that they can no longer carry on this Forum.

(We have three mambers including the Chairman who will be reaching their 86th birthdays, two who have free
televison licences and one in poor health plus the youngest also well pagt 70 with dight health problems and
myriad of domestic demandson her time)

We have enjoyed what we have done and all our regular atenders have shown their appreciaion of the various
benefitsand advicethey have received from avad varigy of Service Providers.

Thank you. All Membersove 60. All ServiceProviders and All who donated to our work.

For the purpose of a gnooth run down and closure of acoounts, the Chairman will continue to hande any
corregpondence until mid 2006.

Your sincerely

24 Trimpley Court, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 ONY
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RED LION COACHING INN

Church Sreet, Ellesmere
01691 622632

Homely B&B
Food served Noonb 8.30pm daily
Quiz NitexSundays & 8.30pm
M eeting rooms

www.dlesmereinfo/redlion
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A.J. SUMNER & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Proprietor: Paul Sumner

For aPersona and Caring Service

Private Chapel of Rest
24 Hour Service

Coronation Cottage
Criftins
Nr. Ellesmere
SY12 9LN

Tel 01691 690328
or
01691 623726
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Ellesmere Branch
Shropshire Wildlife Trust

Notes based on atalk given to the local branch of the
Trust & their February meeing by Suart Moodie, an
ecologig with Britih Waeaways based at the
Ellesmereyard

The Montgomery Canal runs from Frankton Locks
through Queen's Head and Maesbury, passing through
Welshpool and ending at Newtown. It was closed to
boats in 1936 and was largely forgotten and
abandoned.

However it was not ignored by wildife. Gradualy a
varigy of wate plants, inseds, birds and mammals
made themselves & home in the clear undisturbed
waters.

Canals can provide avaidgy of habitas Aswell asthe
waterway itself, there are the towpah edges, the often
wil der opposite side of the canal, the hedges and trees
aong each sde, and the dopes of cutings and
embankments. The gonework of bridges, tunnels and
locksisinhabited by plants such as lichens and mosses,
while the crevices between the gones and bricks crea e
ye another habitat.

Then in the 1970 s cana enthusasts began to restore
sections of the waterway for boas, with the long term
aim of re-opening the whole canal. Because an Ad of
Parliament had closed the canal officially in 1944, a
new Act was necessary to re-open it. This Act required
that the consarvaion of wildife be given importance in
restoraion for boaing.

Suart Moodi€'s job is to see that wildlife is indeed
conserved. Various grategies are being applied; some
new sections of canal have been aeated, and the more
delicate and precious inhabitants especially those tha
require clear water have been transferred there to be
able to thrive undisturbed. Careful monitoring suggests
that this mehod is lagely successful, and more such
reserves are planned.

The number of boas is being redricted, and
importantly they are limited to a speed that should
minimise disurbance Piling to proted the banks of the
canal is necessary, but whenever possble one side of
the waterway is left in a much more naura dae,
where reeds and other water plants can flourish and
provide cove and neding stes for inseds, water
cregures and birds.

Certainly mog boaerswelcomethis approach, andit is

Heritage
Lottery Fund

hoped tha both boas and the wildlife will be able to
use the waterway in hamony. The re-opening of the
whole canal is anyway some years in the future; a
major problem to be faced is the re-building of a
number of bridges, which were levelled when the road
to Welshpool was improved, it being assumed that the
canal was closed for ever.

In the meantime boas can travel down to Maesbury
from Frankton, and most of the canal can be walked,
providing a level long-digance footpah, where
everyone can enjoy the peace of thewaterways.

BBC Springwatch Surwey 2006: many televison
viewers enjoyed Bill Oddie's Springwatc
progranmes lag year, and the projedt is being repeaed
this year. In conjunction with the progranme the
Springwatch survey isalso being repeaed. Thisisan
opportunity for everybody to make a contribution to
the monitoring of wildife, and in particular how
climae warming could be affecting the dates of the
first appearancesof some common cregures.

Thethree subjects of the fird pat of the survey arethe
Red-tailed bumblebee, Frog spawn and the 7-spot
ladybird. Cards have been supplied in Radio Times,
and are currently (February) available & Ellesmere
Library, or & meetings of the Ellesmere Branch of the
SNT. Don't worry if you aretoo laeto recordthefirg
dghtings of these three; there will be a second part
later on.

For more details and
www.bbc.co.uk /springwatch

information vigt

Red Kites are now thriving in much of central Wales,
and have been sighted over thehills west of Oswvestry;
how long | wonder before this magnificent raptor is
seen over the Ellesmee area. There isno reason why
Red kites should not do as well round here as Buzzards
now do. It isnot many years sincethe latter was quite a
rare sght; now you are aimost bound to see one or
more Paring over local woods and fields, or even ove
Ellesmere.

The Red Kite is larger than the Buzzard and easly
disinguished by its disindive forked tail. Should you
see one locally please let the Editor know, or myself:
davidfarncombe@btinterne.com

S Countrysid
untryside
L .l'qgn'-:lr'n:;,rJill

mNationwide



Mere News Issue 32 page 24




