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SMALL  ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS 
by appointment 

 
 

WEEKDAYS 
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm – 6.00pm 

 
 

SATURDAYS 
10.00am —10.30am 

 
FARM & HORSE VISITS 

AVAILABLE 
 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Blakemere 
Veterinary Centre 
12 Talbot Street 
El lesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0HQ 
 
Tel:  (01691) 622201 
Fax; (01691) 622118 
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Welcome to M ere News No 32, Spring 2006. 
 
Dear readers, I hope that you managed to get through the Winter, it has been much 
better than the doom-mongers predicted. We certainly  didn’ t get the heavy 
snowfalls we were promised until M id M arch; in fact, I have enjoyed the dry , cold 

weather. It has made dog walking more pleasurable for me. 
 
Spring is certainly  near if the daffs and tulips are anything to go by . We have planted all our bulbs in 
tubs and containers, it is easier on the back for someone of my  years. A ll are sprouting well, so we 
should have a good show of colour to enjoy  later. 
 
However, publication date is near ing, so, if  you are to enjoy  reading M ere News No 32 in the near  
future, perhaps I should stop waffling and get on with it! 
 
But not before I have thanked one of our contributors for his efforts in getting sponsorship for M ere 
News. 
 
Charlie Edwards has been giv ing talks to local organisations on his life on the stage and he has been 
requesting that his fees be donated to M ere News. So, many  thanks Charlie, for your  support.  
(see page 4 for Charlie’ s regular contribution) 
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 Our Rates   A4 A5 A6 A7 

 
Please send your advert  requirements  
with cheque payable to ‘ Mere News’  to  
M argaret Lagoyianni  or any member of 
the team  - address details below. 

 per i ssue £45 £30 £20 £15 
 Feature posi tion *  
 Inside front or back  cover 

£50 £40 £30 £20 

 For   3 issues £120 £70 £50 £30 

Feature posi ti on *  £140 £100 £70 £40 

Sponsorshi p  £20 £10   

Printed by ABBEY WORKS of Shrewsbury 

Please support Mere News 
 

Just a reminder  that M ere News is provided free to al l our  readers but it is not cost free to produce. Each 
issue  is  compiled and distributed by volunteers but costs over £500 to print. Generous support is given 
by  our advertisers and sponsors but we need to ask for further support in order to maintain production.  
 
Our advertising rates are shown at the foot of this page. Sponsors may  wish to cover the cost of individual 
pages and we will be pleased to print their details on such pages unless they  wish to remain anonymous. 

The Editor:  Terry Cartlidge, 28 Hill Park, Dudleston Heath, Ellesmere  SY12 9LF   01691 690563  
Production Team: The Ardill Family, 9 Spruce Close, Ellesmere SY12 9PG        01691 624331 

Advertis ing: Margaret Lagoyianni, 1 Church St, Ellesmere SY12 0HD      01691 624470 
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teamed up as a double act in 1934 and had great 
success touring in Variety. They starred at  the 
Palladium in “ Gangway”  and were very popular in 
Blackpool Summer shows, notably in 1948 at  the 
Blackpool Hippodrome in “ Coconut  Grove” . Then 
af ter Blackpool, back to touring in Variety, but in 
1950 they turned to Radio in “ Up the Pole” . They 
were one of  the most  popular double acts of  the 40’ s 
and 50’ s. 
 

Another variety comedy double act was the man and 
wife team of  ‘ Nat  M ills & Bobby’  (I  know some 
readers will remember them!). There was also Jimmy 
Wheeler (whose real name was Ernest  Remnant) – in 
1929 he joined his father and toured in Variety as 
‘ Wheeler &  Wilson’ . 
‘T ed &  Barbara Andrews’  were a musical act  and the 
M um and Dad of  Julie Andrews. When she was quite 
young, Julie joined M um and Dad’ s act  and toured 
with them in Variety.  Another act  was ‘ T he T wo 
Leslies’  (Lesley Holmes &  Leslie Sarony), a singing 
and comedy act . 
 

Wonderful names and wonderful acts f rom the super 
days of  Variety. 
 

Keep Smiling!  
M ore next t ime 
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I  was always amazed by the number of  double acts 
in Variety; in fact  I  was in three dif ferent  double acts 
during my entertaining years. First  in 1945 just  after 
the war I  worked with a super fellow called Elwyn 
Williams and we called ourselves ‘ Elwyn & 
Charles’ . We worked together doing a lot  of club 
work (i.e. Working M en’ s Clubs, Labour, 
Conservat ive, L iberal Clubs etc). T hen when Elwyn 
ret ired, I  teamed up with my Uncle, Bert Pugh, who 
had been a professional comic in Variety, and we 
called ourselves ‘ Claudie &  Bert ie’ the Quickf ire 
Comedians. T hirdly, and this may surprise some 
readers, I teamed up with Dick Jones who used to 
teach music at  Oswestry Boys M odern School and 
we were quite successful as ‘ Richard &  Charles’ . 
 

So here are a few of  the many double acts in Variety 
that  I recall. Who remembers ‘ Naughton &  Gold’ , 
‘ Clapham &  Dwyer’ , ‘ Foster &  Clark’ , ‘T he 
Western Bros’  (Kenneth &  George)? ‘ Charlie 
Cairoli & Paul’ , ‘ Collinson & Breen’ ? ‘ Scot  & 
Foster’ , ‘ Wheeler & Wilson’, ‘ Bennet &  Williams’, 
‘ Revnel &  West ’ , ‘ Elsie &  Doris Walters’ ? ‘ Bob & 
Alf  Pearson’ , ‘ Lucan &  M cShane’, ‘ Morris & 
Cowley’ , ‘Kenway & Young’ , ‘M ax &  Harry 
Nesbit t’ , ‘ A lbert & Les Ward’ , ‘ Jewel &  Warris’? 
As a matter of  interest  ‘ Jewel &  Warris’  were 
cousins, both were born in Shef f ield in 1909. They 
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A word f irst about ‘The Gent le Years’. There seems to 
be no reason why T . Lovatt  Williams is not  the real 
name of  the author of this book depict ing Ellesmere in 
the f irst  decade of  the 20th Century. A key to personali-
t ies and places in ‘The Gent le Years’  is appended to the 
copy thereof  current ly available for perusal in Elles-
mere L ibrary. This key is based on informat ion gleaned 
f rom the 1900, 1905 and 1909 edit ions of  Kelly’ s Di-
rectories of  Shropshire. 
  
Another major interest  in Ellesmere during the f irst  few 
years of  the new millennium was the return of  local 
soldiers f rom the South Af rican (or Boer) War. 
 
In early 1901 L ieutenant  W.R.K M ainwaring came 
home after being wounded whilst  serving with the Den-
bighshire Company of the Imperial Yeomanry. He was 
the second son of  Salusbury Kynaston M ainwaring of 
Oteley. Other men pleased to see their homeland again 
were Sapper Earle (age 21) son of Sgt -M aj Earle, 
Trooper Bert  Jones, and L ieut Head. 
 
At  the t ime feeling against  the insurgent  Boers ran high 
– even in a place as remote f rom South Af rica as Cock-
shutt . When Ellesmere L iberals requested the use of  the 
village schoolroom for an address to be given by M r 
Alan Bright , it  was rejected on account of  L iberals be-
ing Boer sympathizers. “ We will not  have Boers”  said 
the vicar the Rev H. J. Wilcox, st rongly backed up by 
M r Nicolas Robinson J.P. Obviously a century or more 
ago, such opinions could be held and voiced and polit i-
cal correctness was unheard of .  
 
Other news on the military f ront was that  of  Ellesmere 
Volunteers (H.Coy KSLI) parading at  the Armoury in 
Cross St reet, then marching to Birch Hall where certain 
drill movements were performed. M r T. Emberton later 
entertained both of f icers and men to tea. 

 
L ieut .Bell was in command together with Sergt -
Instructor Cross and Quartermaster Sergt  T ims. Sergt  
William T ims was in business in the town as a “ grocer, 
confect ioner, wholesale salt , corn, f lour and provision 
merchant  and dealer in foreign and Brit ish wines” . As 
Quartermaster of  H.Company he was obviously the 
right  man in the appropriate job!  
 
Care of  the old, poor and unemployed a century or so 
ago was largely vested in the Board of Guardians (of 
the poor) which early in 1902 comprised the following 
– Brownlow R.C.Tower (chairman), T homas Emberton 
(vice chairman), M iss L .Jebb (of  the Lyth and the only 
lady member), Rev H. Moody (Vicar of  Welshampton), 
Rev S.T .W. Barter (Congregat ional M inister), Dr 
Sankey, M essrs J.D.Owen, H.D.Chapman JP, E.Owen, 
T.Parker, J.Hayward, E.But ler, A.J.P.Child, Cllrs 
P.J.Edwards and J.Hood. Clerk to the Board was Robert  
Edward Clark who also held several other public posts 
in Ellesmere. Chaplain to the House of  Indust ry was the 
Vicar the Rev A.E.Wauton, Vicar of Ellesmere. 
 
Even the best ef forts of the above august  body could 
not  save the lives of  all of  Ellesmere’ s unfortunates, for 
one Ann Roberts died of  starvat ion at  about  this t ime. 
She had previously been offered a place in the work-
house but  had declined. Her weekly income was four 
shillings of  which one and sixpence had to be paid in 
rent . Obviously half  a crown weekly was insuf f icient  to 
sustain life. 
 
Ellesmere’ s Flower and Vegetable Show must have a 
very long history, for the Show scheduled to take place 
in the Cremorne Gardens on August  31st 1901 was 
stated to be the 38th. The luncheon at  which many 
speeches were made and toasts drunk took place at the 
Red L ion Hotel in Church St reet . Sadly by 4pm heavy 
rain had set in and virtually ruined the day.  
 
As always misfortune had a place in Ellesmere life. An 
incident  that  comes to mind is of  two brothers working 
in the building t rade who each (in dif ferent  accidents) 
lost  the t ip of  a f inger – within an hour of  each other!  
 
A rather dif ferent mishap was the case of a cow, which 
whilst  being driven to market, entered the shop of  Harry 
Adams No 2 Watergate Street . Fortunately Mr Adams 
was a plumber rather than a dealer in chinaware!   
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P & G  
Vehicle Repairs 

Unit 4 Smithfield Works 
Ellesmere 

 
Servicing—MOT’s 
Petrol and Diesel 
Tyres, Exhaust 

Call now for details   01691 622849 
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Two years ago the Ellesmere M edical Practice 
gathered together a group of twelve patients who 
would meet from time to time with members of the 
Practice team to learn more about the practice and 
to discuss ways in which communication between 
patients and the practice could be helped along. 
The group, which has a formal constitution, is 
call ed the Ellesmere Patient Group (EPG).  We 
would like to think that in our f irst two years we 
have proved useful both to the practice and the 
patients. We are not a body  set up to channel  
complaints. There is already  a recognised 
procedure for this to happen. Rather we aim to 
help the practice and patients understand each 
other better, to ensure that patients know what the 
practice can offer, and the that Ellesmere M edical  
Practice is aware of the patients’  needs. Our focus 
is very  much on the patients’  needs and in building 
good working relationships with the surgery  staff. 
 
We have two sub groups. The first promotes 
healthy  living and supports local organisations 
and indiv iduals whose work is to promote the 
well-being of the community . One member has 
set up the thriving Diabetic Patients’  Group. 
Others have compiled information about cl asses 
and faci lit ies in the area for improving our l ife-
sty les. Other members are also working on the 
development of the Practice’ s web site. 
 
The second group is concerned with keeping the 
patients well-informed and in improving two-
way  communication between patients and the 
Practice. Currently , one of our  members is 
working with the Practice M anager to come up 
with ways of improving the telephone servi ce. 
We produce a quarterly  newsletter. It has 
contained a var iety  of items, for example, 
articles on the role of particular individuals who 
work at the surgery , the Carers’  Group and the 
M ere Amblers, inf ormati on about the 
dispensary , an explanation of how the triage 
system works and details of Healthy  Life-sty le 
classes available in the area. One of our 
members has given talks to the Senior Citizens’  
Forum and others have improved the display  of 
information in the waiting room. 
 
Our full committee supported the Practice in its 
bid to obtain the funding for a new surgery  

ELLESMERE PATIENTS’ GROUP 

building. 
 
Our  free newsletter is distributed at various outlets 
in the town, including  The Post Office, Info-Link, 
The Library , Rowlands, Fred Roberts, and, of 
course the Surgery . 
Copies are also avail able in the rural post offices. 
We are aware that around half of the patients do 
not live in Ell esmere Town, and that the newsletter 
might not be easily  available. It can be down-
l oaded f rom t he p ract i ce’ s w eb-sit e: 
www.ellesmeremedicalpractice.co.uk 
 
 
If you are interested in our work or would like to 
join us or communicate with us, you can contact us 
via the Practice M anager, Ed M anning, at the 
surgery  on   
01691 623256 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
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The date was Jan 4th 1950, a T hursday. That  fateful day 
when I  was conscripted into her M ajesty’ s Armed 
Forces. 
 

I  had been working in the laboratory of  a local colliery 
f rom September 1946 but , after Nat ionalisat ion in 1947, 
things became rather uncomfortable at  work. T he 
chemist  was very bitter about  the whole thing, mainly 
because he lost  all his privileges under NCB rule. T he 
winners in the NCB lottery were the face workers – 
scient if ic staff  were right at  the end of the queue and 
there was talk of  our lot  being absorbed into an area lab. 
However, a compromise was reached and I managed to 
st ick it  out  unt il August  1949, mainly because I  wanted 
to complete the f irst  part  of  a degree course known then 
as Inter BSc and to pass the exams to go on to take the 
f inals (in 1954, as it t ranspired). 
 

I  had expected to be called up immediately, but  I  was 
st ill hanging about  in September, so my father set  me to 
work for him (he was a coal merchant  and haulier). So 
with shovel in hand and wearing big boots, I  worked 
unt il Christmas and in the New Year, I  set  out  for 
Catterick Camp – Stoke Stat ion, change at Derby, for 
Darlington via Doncaster and on to Richmond. 
 

Outside Richmond stat ion we were met by the M ilitary 
Police, shout ing “ Armoured Corps to the left , Signals to 
the right ”, so I joined a load of blokes onto a lorry (on 
the right) and so we went  forward into the unknown. 
The unknown was the 7th Select ion Regiment  where we 
were divided into groups of  30 and marched off  into the 
Barracks – a series of  wooden huts, each containing 30 
odd beds, separated by steel lockers, and sheer luxury - 
two coke stoves. 
 

We were told to pick a bed each and to leave our 
belongings on it to stake a claim. Knowing a bit  about 
such places (Youth Hostels were fairly similar at  the 
t ime), I  picked a corner bed space, three beds away  
f rom the stove, then it  was outside again to be 
documented and kitted out . 
 

Kitt ing out  was reminiscent of  a Norman Wisdom 
comedy, we were given a kit  bag and as we f iled past  a 
counter, various items were slung at  us. The only t ime 
we were asked our size on anything was at  the boot 
issue. T hree shirts were issued to each of  us, I  managed 
to get  one size 7 and two size 5’ s, the idea being that  a 
kit exchange would be scheduled for the next  day.  
 

We were marched back to the billet  and dismissed to 
sort out  the kit. On arriving back at  my bed space, I 
found my bed occupied and my belongings on the f loor. 
I  had a few words with the usurper, who rose from the 
bed, took a swing at  me and missed. I swung back and 
connected; he stumbled, fell over a steel box (one at  the 

foot of  each bed), banged his head on the foot of the 
bed and lost  consciousness for a few seconds. There 
was silence in the room, and then a rush of bodies to 
see what  had happened. The injured party (a bloke 
named M ason f rom M elton Mowbray) gathered 
himself  up and with his kit , found a spare bed for 
himself  by the hut door. 
 

The whole incident  was over in a few minutes, but  
af terwards, my goodness, I  was very worried. I  
imagined a spell in an Army Glasshouse (prison). 
However, the incident passed over, M ason was 
t ransferred after three days and life went  on.  
 

To Be Continued…... 
�
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Footnote: 
56 years on, I  f ind my memory is not  what  it was to 
put it  mildly. It  would all have been much easier had 
I  kept  a diary or some sort  of  journal. So my advice 
to anyone who has any aspirat ions (however slight ) 
to write anything, please keep records, rough notes 
will do, just  to jog the memory, you’ ll f ind it  much 
easier!  
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ROGER OWENROGER OWEN

FREE QUOTATI ONSFREE QUOTATIONS

FULLY INSUREDFULLY I NSURED

NPTC QUALI FIEDNPTC QUALIFI ED

WHITE HOUSE, VICARAGE L ANE, K INNERLEY,WHITE HOUSE, VICARAGE LANE, K INNERL EY,
NR OSWESTRY, SHROPSHIRE  SY10 8DENR OSWESTRY, SHROPSHIRE  SY10 8DE

Tel:  (01691) 682008Tel:  (01691) 682008
Mobile:  07980 626998Mobi le:  07980 626998

Email : Email: rowen.tree.car e@btinternet.comr owen.tree.care@btinternet.com
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� �f ter the death of Henry I  in 1135 the Marcher 
Lords, including Peverel, Lord of Ellesmere, and 
William Fitzalan, Lord of  Oswestry, refused to 
acknowledge the authority of  Stephen, the anointed 
King; instead they defended the right of M at ilda, 
Henry’ s daughter, to succeed her father.  Both the 
Welsh Princes and the M archer Lords were quick to 
take advantage of Stephen’ s lack of f irm government. 
 
 T he decline in the power of  the crown enabled Owain 
ap Gruf fydd, Prince of  Higher Powys, a cousin once 
removed to Grif f in Kynaston of The Stocks, to extend 
his territory almost  as far as the walls of  Chester.  
M eanwhile M adog ap M aredudd, great  uncle of 
Grif f in Kynaston, prof it ing by the general disorder of 
the kingdom and the exile of  William Fitzalan, was 
able to occupy Oswestry.  T owards the end of  1149, 
the Welsh accounts tell us, Madog rebuilt 
Croes Oswallt  i.e. Oswestry. However, 
when M at ilda’ s son Henry was crowned 
King, Oswestry ceased to be a Welsh 
st ronghold and reverted to its former lords, 
the Fitzalans. In order to protect  the rest of 
Powys from the ambit ions of  his cousin 
Owain ap Gruf fudd, M adoc sought  the 
support  of  Henry I I  and marched with the 
King’ s army into Wales.  Owain Gwynedd 
yielded to Henry following this campaign 
in 1157, but managed to retain most  of his 
territorial gains.  
 
By 1163 the Welsh rulers successfully took 
advantage of  another opportunity when the 
authority of  Henry II  was weakened as a 
result  of his quarrel with Archbishop 
Becket.  It  was f rom Oswestry that  Henry 
led his last  and least  successful expedit ion 
against  the Welsh; in August  1165 he 
arrived here with a great  army and set  out 
for the Ceiriog Valley.  Evident ly the 
torrent ial rain which beat  upon the invaders 
on the open moors of the Berwyn 
mountains so damaged and disorganized 
the food supply that  the King had no 
recourse left  but  to return, a defeated and 
humiliated man, to Oswestry.  Oswestry 
thus witnessed the greatest  rebuf f  given by 
the Welsh to one of  the greatest  of  the 
medieval kings of  England, a rebuf f so 
decisive that for the rest of  his reign Henry 
was forced to have only friendly relat ions 

with the Welsh princes, whom he used as his allies 
against  his rebellious barons. According to the 
contemporary romance called, “ The Dream of 
Rhonabwy”  in the “ Red Book Mabinogion” , M adog ap 
M eredydd, grandson of  Bleddyn and great  uncle to 
Grif f in Kynaston of  the Stocks, was the last  ruler of  the 
united realm of Powys, which after his death was 
permanent ly divided.   His rule had extended f rom 
Pulford, near Chester, to the utmost  limits of  Arwyst li, 
and it  is part icularly ment ioned in the same narrat ive 
that  he ruled the lands between Dudleston and the 
Vyrnwy.  
 
 M ost  of Wales that had resisted the full force of 
Henry’ s army in 1165 was united under the leadership 
of  Owain ap Gruf fydd of Gwynedd who even sought 
help from the King of  France. Madog ap M aredudd 
died in 1160 and Owain Gwynedd in 1170, and their 

	 � � 	 
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 � 	 � 	 ���� �� � � � � �� 	 � � ��  �! � 	 
 	 � � ��� �" "##	 � � 	 
 � 	 � 	 ���� �� � � � � �� 	 � � ��  �! � 	 
 	 � � ��� �" "##	 � � 	 
 � 	 � 	 ���� �� � � � � �� 	 � � ��  �! � 	 
 	 � � ��� �" "## ����
by Christopher Jobson 
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succession was contested in both kingdoms.  
Gruf fydd, the son of  M adog, became Prince of  North 
Powys – the valley of  the Dee to M aelor, which 
became known as Powys Fadoc, and, although the 
Welsh considered that Gwynedd was divided between 
Owain’ s descendants, the English authorit ies 
considered Dafydd, the son of Owain by his second 
wife, to have succeeded him. 
 
 It  appears that  Dafydd ap Owain used the t it le 
Princeps Norwalliae (the prince of  north Wales).  T his 
t it le helps to def ine Dafydd’ s posit ion in relat ion to the 
King of  England: although he swore an oath of 
allegiance to Henry I I, at no t ime were the rights of  a 
feudal overlord exercised by the Crown in the 
territories of  the Welsh Princes.  In order to st rengthen 
his posit ion Dafydd despatched one Simon the M onk 
to ask the king for the hand of  his half -sister Emma, 
who was a natural daughter of  Geof frey of  Anjou, 
famed for her beauty and recent ly widowed.  Indeed 
the royal accounts record two payments made to this 
messenger in 1174. Henry readily gave his consent  for 
the marriage to take place that  same year: evident ly he 
regarded Dafydd as an important ally.  The sheriffs of 
London provided Emma’ s wedding dress at  a cost  of 
£28.17s. 
 
In 1177 Henry I I  held a great  gathering of  Welsh 
princes at  Oxford and it  was here, according to at  least 
three chroniclers, that  Dafydd prevailed on the king to 
grant  him the lordship of  Ellesmere as a marriage gif t .  
As Lord of Ellesmere, “ David filius Owini Princeps 
Norwallie”  (David son of Owen Prince of  North 
Wales) gave both Cricket and Stockett , north of 
Crosemere to Haughmond Abbey.  Haughmond 
Abbey enjoyed considerable prest ige during the reign 
of  Henry I I  and his tutor, A lured, became the Abbot .  
On April 25, 1194, K ing Richard I  conf irmed the gift 
of  Stockett as that  of “ Emma, his father’ s Sister.”   
A lso at about this t ime Dafydd gave ‘ Ellesdon’ , 
(probably Elson), as a marriage gif t  to his 
daughter. 
 
 T he fortune of  the newly wedded prince 
was to be short  lived for his failure to 
unite the whole of  Gwynedd in subject ion 
to him proved to be the beginning of  his 
downfall.  After a f ierce family struggle 
in 1194 Dafydd was defeated and taken 
prisoner by his twenty-two year old 
nephew, L lywelyn ap Iorwerth, near the 
estuary of  Conwy.  In 1199, while Dafydd 
was in prison, K ing John came to the 
throne and on April 10th 1200 he granted 
protect ion to Emma, wife of  Dafydd ap 
Owain, and ordered that , “ she should not 
be impleaded, except before the King 

himself, for any tenement which she held on that day 
when Henry II gave her the Manors of Ellesmere and 
Hales” .  Hales came to be known as Hales-Owen, 
f rom Owain, son of Dafydd and Emma. Evident ly 
K ing John took advantage of Dafydd’ s imprisonment 
and repossessed Ellesmere for in 1203 we f ind the 
Sherif f  of Shropshire charging the King 100s. for 
repairs he had carried out at  Ellesmere Cast le.   A lso 
its Provost  and Jurors represented the ‘ Villate’ of 
Ellesmere at  the Shropshire Assizes of  October 1203, 
like other manors held by the king. It  is worth not ing 
that  two cases of  murder at  Ellesmere were heard at 
these Assizes.   Dafydd was f inally released f rom 
prison and died, certainly in England and probably at 
Ellesmere, in 1204.  Dafydd’ s gif ts of  Crickett  and 
Stockett  to Haughmond Abbey were then conf irmed 
by Emma and their son Owain ap Dafydd. 
 
I t is considered by some scholars that  at  about  this 
t ime there was an inf lux of  Welsh into this area, large 
enough for it  to be part ially Cymricized under 
Dafydd, the f irst , but  not the last, of  the Welsh 
Princes to hold the manor of  Ellesmere and exercise 
his authority in this area.  Later in 1284 over forty 
“ Welshmen and rebels, adherents of Llewelyn”  in the 
manor of  Ellesmere are named.  Presumably they 
were some of  the descendants of  Dafydd’ s supporters.  
They had their land conf iscated by the royalist  Lord 
of  the M anor who dist ributed it  to Englishmen.   
A lmost  certainly the main language spoken here 
woul d have been Welsh as it  must  have been before 
the Saxon colonisat ion when Offa built  his dyke. 
Indeed M adog ap Meredydd and Dafydd ap Owain 
woul d even now be easily understood on market  days 
in Oswestry where Welsh is st ill widely used. 
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The future of  the local Walking for Health scheme known as M ere Ambles may be in jeopardy as the current co-
ordinator will no longer be able to organise the walks after April. At the moment short  local walks take place 
weekly and are reliant  upon just   3 volunteers who lead the walks. In order to lead the walks people need to attend 
a simple and easy introductory T raining day and the next one is at the end of  April. Anyone who already knows 
and appreciates the benef its of walking regularly  and would like to support the local group can f ind out more by 
contact ing Diane M onether at  the Countryside Service next  to the M ere or by telephoning her on 01691 624448. 
 

The M ere Ambles have att racted quite a few local people and in total over 50 people have taken part  in at  least  one 
walk over the 6 months since the scheme was launched. M any people come regularly and even on rainy days 
people st ill turn up to enjoy a walk. T he scheme is not  aimed at  those who already walk, but  for those people who 
are perhaps recovering f rom an operat ion or illness and would like to start  exercising again. Now that  Spring is 
around the corner it  is hoped that  more people will join the walks and that  more people will volunteer to lead. The 
group meet  every T uesday at  1pm and walks start  f rom the Wharf  on the f irst  and last T uesday of the month and all 
other T uesdays at the M ere Visitor Centre. 
 

  T uesday 4th April  1pm   Wharf        T uesday 2nd M ay  1pm  Wharf                   
 T uesday 11th April  1pm  M VC       T uesday 9th May  1pm      M VC                      
 T uesday 18th April  1pm  M VC        T uesday 16th M ay  1pm    M VC                    
 T uesday 25th April  1pm  Wharf            T uesday 23rd M ay  1pm   M VC                            
       T uesday 30th M ay   Wharf       
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Wildspace!  Community L iaison Of f icer,  

Northern Shropshire Countryside Service, Swan Hill, Ellesmere 
Shropshire,  SY12 0DQ    T el:01691 624448 
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A NO SMOKING ESTABLISHMENT 
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The local 
online book 
shop for all 
your new 

books 
 

www.meresidebooks.co.uk 
 

No computer? No internet? 
No problem- 

Ring 01691 624 620 for prices  
and availability 

M ereside Books 
The Promenade 

Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 0PA 
Tel: 01691 624 620 

� � � � � � � � �� 	 	 
 � �
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Wanted: donations of  
Children’s Books for  

Mkwakwani School, Kenya 
Please contact Billy  & Lynne Morris  

on 01691 623229 – can collect. 
B i l l y  a n d 
Lynne have 
visited Kenya 
twice and have 
been working 
to support the 
children  since 
seeing the 
conditions at 
the school.  

ROY BRADLEY 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

40 HILL CREST 
ELLESMERE 

SHROPSHIRE 
SY12 0LJ 

TEL 01691 623016 
VAT reg No: 794 3169 93 
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Dear Sir, 
 

T. Lovatt  Williams was the actual name of  the author of T he Gent le Years. He was a railway of f icer who lived in 
Scot land St reet  and died in Derby about  40 years ago. He was known to the late M iss Sylvia Tower, who took 
rather a dim view of  the book, so she told me. 
 

In the art icle on walking: the Spout , Copt iviney and Gambuck are all Welsh names, as is the case of many of the 
lakes. 
 

Yours Faithfully,     
F E Horton,   Ellesmere 

Dear T erry, 
 

I  have recent ly had a f ree copy of  M ere News and read it  cover 
to cover, but  the most  interest ing art icle, after your “ Welcome 
to the M ere News Winter 2005”  was “ Curtain Up” . 
Some months ago I  met  Charlie and asked him if  he would 
consider speaking to a Speakers Club—Probus— in the 
Comrades Club on a T hursday morning at 11 o’ clock for about 
an hour which he did brilliant ly. From that  I  again booked 
Charlie as the After Dinner Speaker for the RAFA Annual 
Christmas meet ing at the Comrades Club in Ellesmere on the 
9th December 2005. I have thanked him personally, it  was a 
wonderful night  and if you are able to include a short art icle 
together with our thanks, I  would be much obliged.. 
 

Yours Sincerely 
 

W J Rutter, Welshampton,   (Editor’ s Note: see also editorial) 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Charlie Edwards performing at the RAFA 
Annual Christmas meeting 

(Picture courtesy of Mr W J Rutter) 

Get Involved at The Mere 
 

I f  you care about  something, there is nothing more sat isfying than gett ing physically involved in looking af ter or 
improving it.  This is what  dozens of  people are f inding at  many of  our Countryside Heritage Sites such as Corbet 
Wood and Nessclif fe.   
What  about  Ellesmere?  Well, so far, people have been very slow in coming forward.  Here is a list of  ways in which 
people can address this: 
 

·  Heronwatch – help visitors to see the nest ing Herons f rom M arch to M ay. 
·  Orchi ds – help with the annual count of  the orchids on Cast lef ields in June. 

·  Events – help with the “ big clear up” after the T riathlon, Carnival and other community events. 

·  Mere Ambles  - help lead walks, as part  of  a nat ional Walking for Health scheme, for people who current ly do 
not  walk or are recovering f rom illness or an operat ion. 

 
In addit ion, we run pract ical tasks covering all of  our sites every Wednesday and Friday.  M any of  these take place at 
Ellesmere. 
 
I f  you have a part icular interest not covered above, such as gardening, and would like to lend your t ime and skills, 
please get in touch. 
 
For further information, please contact Lynne Pope on 01691 624448 
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Despite the trend to smaller gardens in new housing 
developments, the nation appears to be heading 
back to basics, increasingly shoehorning some fruit 
and vegetables into their plot. Interest has gathered 
pace to such an extent that sales of vegetable seeds 
now outstrip those of ornamentals. 

Most households have a few pots of herbs, even if 
restricted to windowsill gardening, while others 
successfully grow an amazing array of vegetables in 
containers of all descriptions. Potatoes in black 
plastic sacks are not unheard of! For those without 
access to land, allotments are in high demand. 
 
So, in an increasingly frantic world, why this 
apparent paradox? Probably for a number of reasons, 
often inter-related. 

Programmes on the poor standard of our national 
diet, highlighted by Jamie Oliver©s recent onslaught 
on school dinner menus, have raised awareness of the 
need for healthier eating. How many of us manage 
the recommended daily 5 (at least) port ions of fruit 
and vegetables? So what better way to embrace a 
healthier lifestyle with more exercise and fresh air 
than to grow some in the garden? 

As global warming hits the headlines, food miles are 
also becoming an issue. Locally and home grown 
food, in season, is making a comeback. Do we really 
need celery f lown in from the USA or asparagus 
from South Africa in January? 

At the same time, home grown food can be produced 
without chemicals by those uneasy about pesticide 
residues. Home allotments are increasingly being 
managed organically. 

Yet perhaps the simplest reason is the satisfaction of 
just growing, picking and eating some food straight 
from the garden, maximising goodness and taste. 

Obviously, the idea of self suff iciency is out of the 
question for all but a dedicated few. But most of us 
can engineer the opportunity to concentrate on a few 
lines which are either unavailable in our local 
supermarkets or which taste so much better when 
eaten fresh from the garden. 

However much space you are able to allocate to fruit 
and vegetables, the golden rule is to grow only those 
which you actually like. There is absolutely no point 
in keeping a forest of rhubarb, if it  isn©t going to 
appear on the menu!  

As well as selecting your favourite crops to grow, 
there is also the opportunity to experiment with 

different varieties which may taste sweeter or crop 
better in your garden condit ions. 
 
Tomatoes are a case in point. We choose a new 
variety each year to add to our selection. We have 
personal preferences for sweeter and thin skinned 
tomatoes - not usually found in supermarkets as they 
have a shorter shelf life and bruise more easily than 
those with tougher skins. A current favourite is 
Mexican Honey, a small red tomato which crops well  
in the greenhouse. This year we shall be trying 
Supersweet 100, a new F 1 hybrid recommended by 
Pippa Greenwood in a recent art icle. 
 
Other vegetables worth growing where space is 
limited include broad beans (try steaming the tops 
when you pinch them out), salad leaves such as 
rocket, coriander and mizuna, a small row of sugar 
snap peas and a few runner beans. All of these taste 
so much better when fresh from the garden. If you 
can squeeze in some carrots, the sweetness and 
crispness of newly pulled roots will surprise you. 
Grow plants under f leece to thwart carrot root f ly. 

For similar reasons we also grow sprouts. Just six 
plants of a sweet and mild f lavoured F 1 variety, 
named Icarus, are suff icient for our needs. Being 
selective is the key. In our available space we prefer 
to have the luxury of a few plants of asparagus and 
globe art ichokes rather than main crop potatoes. 

Fruit, only your favourites of course, is also worthy 
of consideration. A small strawberry patch or row of 
raspberries will provide helpings to top the morning 
cereals plus enough to jazz up summer sweets - if  not 
the quantit ies needed for jam. We are lucky to have 
an excellent local organic fruit nursery at Cockshutt 
for supplies of larger quantit ies. 

Although large pear or apple trees may be out of the 
running, cordon trees on dwarfing rootstocks take up 
very litt le space. Stepover trees make interesting low 
hedges to pathways, with spring blossom followed by  
colourful apples in autumn and a structured outline of 
dark bare branches over winter. The only thing to 
remember is to select spur bearing, rather than t ip 
bearing, varieties - or you©ll prune off all the apples! 

Wanting a larger selection of eating apples, but 
running out of space for standard trees, we planted a 
semi circle of three varieties to edge a border. 
Start ing with one year old maiden whips, we enjoyed 
the relatively easy task of training them ourselves 
into espaliers to f it the available space. James Grieve 
has cropped exceptionally well here. 

Happy growing - & eating! 



Mere News  Issue 32               page 16  

The Saga of the Freezer 
We needed a  new freezer,  
 What a blooming game  
We really loved the old one,  
 I t did seem such a shame.  
We knew its nooks and crannies, 
 And where we could put what,  
In summer we©d freeze the garden stuff,  
 That was when we grew a lot.  
Nowadays its `ready meals'  
 Or at least something quick to cook,  
But be it  f ish, fruit or vegetables, 
 We always knew where to look. 
 It  was `parked'  in the garage though, 
 We wanted a new one housed indoors.  
I t meant taking a kitchen unit out 
 Which had three large drawers. 
 The trouble was Reg f ixed it  in 
 And he f ixed it  in so well,  
That when we tried to move it, 
 We went through living …. 
First we had to f ind new homes 
 For all the things that we©d acquired. 
It©s amazing what we©d tucked away, 
 The sort-out made us really t ired.  
The drawer©s were easy-peasy, 
 But the cabinet stuck fast.  
With hammer, saws and screwdrivers,  
 We got it  out at last. 
Then buying the new freezer - well 
 That too was just traumatic!  
With energy consumption, capacity,  
 CFC' s all seemed so dramatic. 
The thing that was worst about it , 
 Which brought me near to tears 
 Only f ive years life expectancy---- we©d  
 had the last one 30YEARS ! ! !  !  

Poetry Corner  � � � �� �$�%� � 
 �      Present, Not Correct. 
 

Our daughter bought us a camera , 
 To put in our Christmas stocking. 
It was only the size of a matchbox- 
 But the photo' s we took were shocking. 
She told us it  was light to hold  
 And `pop-up viewer'  as easy as wink, 
An adapter to slot in computer, 
 Now! That really made us think. 
Well - we took our f irst six photo' s, 
 And couldn't wait to see how they were.  
So we f it ted it  up to show on screen 
 And found most of them just a pink blur. 
We zoomed in on the pictures to magnify 
 And then couldn't believe our eyes, 
A broad set of dentures on one of them - 
 On the next - a sort of face - in disguise! 
We studied the camera more carefully,  
 And realised what had occurred. 
We' d faced the lens the wrong way round, 

No wonder the `photo' s'  were blurred! 

A Spr ing Song 
 
Spring has sprungÐ new growth begun, 

Tho'  snowdrops are fading away, 
The daff' s and the crocus are now all in bloom, 

Determined to brighten the day. 
 
Spring has sprungÐ new life begun, 

T ime to put on that new Easter hat, 
Walk out in the sun, enjoy all the fun, 

And stop for a nice litt le chat. 

A Yearful of Patr iotism 
 
The first is on St David' s Day,  
 Bit early for Spring weather, 
But look you, they have their leeks and daffs, 
 To celebrate withÐ whatever. 
  
The next is good St Patrick' s Day, 
 Top of the morning to you' s all, 
ComeÐ show your shamrock, and join in a jig, 
 There' s a welcome to the ball. 
 
St George has slain the dragon 
 For his lovely English RoseÐ  
So April 23rd is a date 
 Everybody knows. 
 
Come NovemberÐ before Hogmanay, 
 Scots celebrate St Andrew' s Day. 
They blow their pipes and make them sing 
 And all join in the Highland f ling. 
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Here is a poem I wrote a few years ago about 
my husband and the remote control, which he 
was very fond of. I thought it might amuse 
your readers.  

� � � �&� � � �&� � � � ��� � � �&� � � �&� � � � ��� � � �&� � � �&� � � � ��� � � �&� � � �&� � � � ������
Rhyl  

 

One, Two, Three, Press 
 
He gets up in the morning, 
Looks at the latest news, 
Switching from channel to channel, 
Gett ing the different views. 
 
When he presses buttons wrongly 
He swears and blames it on me. 
Blames me for the football scores 
And strikes on channel three. 
 
His f ingers working madly 
He changes from one to four. 
Wish he' d make hi mind up 
I can't take this much more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next thing he' ll be shaking me,  
Why can't he give it  a rest, 
He thinks I need new batteries 
But I ' m putt ing him to the test. 
 
He' s very heavy handed 
I don't know what he' ll do next, 
But if  he carries on like this 
He' ll have no teletext. 
 
`Cause I ' m not a ª Hoofer Dooferº 
Or a ªWhatsitº or a ªThingº 
I ' m simply a remote control 
Who does everything but sing. 
 
He likes to think that he' s in charge, 
He' s really not a bad bloke, 
But if  he carries on like this 
I ' ll be going up in smoke 
 

 
 

    
        Just Another Day Out 
 

 We went to see a garden show 
  Held at Bexley mental home. 
 A very friendly place it was 
  The patients allowed to roam 
 We were a litt le late arriving, 
  The car park seemed quite full, 
 But the attendant quickly sorted out 
  A place for us to pull. 
 Others were there and so we thought 
  In spite of our intrepidation ± 
 `Perhaps its closed! He put us there! 
  But it  was a FIRE STATION. 
 We went in the hall to look around, 
  There was so much on display, 
 I t was great until a voice called out ± 
  Very much to our dismay. 
 `Cars are wrongly parked outside, 
  We are sorry, but have to state -  
 That the bogus attendant, was, we' re afraid, 
  A very helpful Inmate. 
 I t was a very hot and sunny day, 
  So we were surprised to see, 
 A chappie sitt ing by the Dais, 
  Wearing a raincoat down to his knee. 
 Perspiration running down his face 
  People gave what advice they could, 
 But he sat there wait ing for his prize award - 
  For Patients Class, The Best Bread Pud! 
 We looked around haphazardly, 
  Though not all there did the same. 
 Some weighed up who' d got best results, 
  And had most prizes to his name. 
 A lady walked up to the secretary 
  And posing as ª Harry' s wifeº, 
 Collected all his just rewards ± 
  I t didn' t half cause some strife! 
 She was a very grateful patient ± 
  Who still knew her way about. 
 We couldn' t help but wonder if  
  She should be in the home or out! 
 In spite of all these mishaps    
  We enjoyed a lovely show, 
 Something we still we remember  
  From all those years ago. 
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CROSSWORD by David Farncombe 
 
The clues to this Crossword are mostly straightforward rather than cryptic. The theme is ª Sayings and Proverbs.º 
Most clues refer to well-known sayings, except for two that I certainly had never met until I  found them in a 
Dictionary of Proverbs!  
There is a valuable prize of course for a lucky winner, and the closing date is 30th June 2006. Good luck! 
 
Across 

1. ………… stone gathers no moss 
(1,7) 

      5    Not so much dead as extinct!  (4) 
9    This chair was an early form of 
taxi (5) 
10  They maketh man  (7) 
11  The ………. the bone, the 
sweeter the f lesh  (6) 
12  A slice off a cut loaf isn't …  (6) 
15  A twenty-four hour reign?  
(4,3,1,3) 
19  United Nations without doubt is 
not certain  (6) 
20  Anderson, maybe  (6) 
23  see 8 down 
25  If  you would do this you must 
pay the f iddler  (5) 
26  Certainly took more than a day 
to build!  (4) 
27  Sudden halt  (4,4)  
 
 

Down 
1 The friends often toasted  (6) 
2 …………….. die hard  (3,6) 
3 Festina………… - the way to 

make steady progress perhaps  
(5) 

4 Any alternative for a rose has no affect on its smell!  (4) 
6 One from Cyril Fletcher was certainly odd  (3) 
7 Not off on the cricket f ield  (2,4) 
8, 23ac   A very rare occurrence  (3,2,1,7) 
13  Make an agreement perhaps  (5,2,2) 
14 If watched, it  never boils  (3) 
16  Stinking Rose (6)  
17  One migrant bird is a sign of this, at least  (6) 
18  A rousing call  (4,2) 
21  A dead arrangement resulted in the total  (5) 
22  Tradit ional opening to a fairy tale  (4) 
24  Escape in America  (3) 
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Across 
 
1. Potter         4.Agony         8.Renegade         9.Etty 
10.Orrery          12.Engels          14.Bernard        17.Mumbai 
18.Sherpa           20.Biro         21.Tennyson      22.Genet 
23.Sydney 
 

Down 
 
1.Parton       2.Tenors       3.Elgar       5.Gielgud     6.Nettles 
7.Lee Evans      11.Yorkists       13.Soutine      14.Bob Hope 
15.Bryson        16.Hannay         19.Henry 
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The winner  of the Jeremy Beadle Quiz is  
Jim Nicolson, The Rookery, Northwood, with 3 errors. 
 
The winner  of the capti on competi tion is  
Paul Byatt, Elson Road, Ellesmere± see below. 
 

Runner up Beryl Skitt, Beech Drive, Ellesmere  
 
Winner  of the Crossword competi ti on is  
Cathy Briggs, Fir Tree Close, Ellesmere 
 
All the above winners will receive one of our 
‘ Valuable Prizes’ . We thank all our entrants for their 
efforts – better luck next time. 

1. Yellow. 
2. Venus. 
3. A week. 
4. Lake. 
5. New Orleans, Louisiana from Paris in 1981. 
6. September 14th 1752. Gregorian calendar adopted. 
7. A distance equal to the depth of the f lag. 
8. On a f loor by an upper window. There is no mention 
of a balcony. 
9. Christ ian. Disraeli was baptised C of E at the age of 
12. 
10. Bison. Buffalo are found in Africa and India. 
11. South. (It ' s higher ± more elevated ± hence its 
name!). 
12. London. He died in the Jerusalem Chapel at 
Westminster Abbey 1413. 
13. Butterf ly. 
14. Exactly none. The actual surface of the Earth is 
defined by astronauts as being the outer edge of the 
atmosphere, about 100 miles above our heads.  
15. Alex Haley 
16. Dublin. 
17. Joe. 
18. West. Owing to a policy decision by the 
International Astronomical Union reversing lunar East 
and West. The Eastern Sea is now on the Western limb 
of the Moon. 
19. 5. 
20. Five. Edward IV' s consort, Henry VII ' s consort, 
Queen Elizabeth I, George VI' s consort 
and Queen Elizabeth II. 
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M onday 1st M ay 
  

·  GRAND PLANT SALE, perennials, annual bedding & vegetables 
 

·  HOME MADE CAKES & PRODUCE, NEW & NEARLY NEW CLOTHES, 
BOOK & BRIC a-BRAC STALLS 

 

·  CREAM TEAS 
 
A warm welcome to all 
 

At our Parish Hall 
Between 1pm & 6pm 

 
All proceeds towards St Michael's Church roof fund 
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The Rotary Club of Ellesmere is 
part of Rotary International, which is the biggest 
service organisation in the world. 
 

This means that when there is an international disaster 
there is usually a Rotary Club in the area that can 
become involved in the relief. Sending the aid direct to 
the local Rotary Club ensures that all of it  reaches the 
vict ims. 
 

Rotary does not only involve itself in International  
events but is also very much a local organisation. 
 

The Rotary Club of Ellesmere meets every week, and 
through the fellowship established then is able to 
organise and take part in local events. 
 

Each year in July (This year on the 9th) together with 
The Inner Wheel Club of Ellesmere it  organises ªThe 
Charity Fun Regattaº.  This not only provides a day of 
entertainment for the people of Ellesmere, but also 
raises money for Charity. 
 

The club also helps with the marshalling of ªThe 
Triathlonº and ªThe Meres Cycle Rideº for Brit ish 
Heart Foundation.  I t organises a Stroke Awareness 
day, when with the support of Ellesmere Medical 
Practice, and Salop Caravans, Ellesmere people are 
invited to have their Blood Pressure checked. 

 
The ªTree of Lightº each year gives people the chance 
to remember a loved one and raises money for 
Charity.    
 

Dictionaries are presented to each  Year 6 pupil 
leaving Ellesmere Primary School, this year Literacy 
Prizes are being donated to Lakelands School, and a 
young person is sponsored on a Leadership Course. 
Individuals are helped by giving a donation to help 
with trips abroad etc. 
 

But this is not the only object of Rotary. Fellowship is 
very important, and the weekly meetings give a 
chance to meet and be entertained, informed and 
sometimes amazed. 
 

Some of the recent meetings have included talks on 
Tasmania,  Kenya, Solo motorcycle trip to The 
Himalayas,  The Derwen Centre, Diagnosis and 
treatment of Childhood Asthma,, plus many other 
subjects. The Club has taken part in quizzes, ten pin 
bowling, snooker, darts and other competit ions, plus a 
visit to a pantomime. 
 

Anyone who like to find out more about the  
Rotary Club of Ellesmere can contact: 

 

President John Williams, Tel: 01691 624390  
or  Secretary Archie Hart, Tel. 01691 623470. 

� � � �� � �� �	 �
 � � � �� � � 
 � �
Ellesmere and District  SY12 

 
TO AL L OUR FRIENDS AND ORGANISATIONS WHO 

 HAVE HEL PED US SINCE 2002 
 

I t is with regret that we have to advise you that our Forum has reached the stage where The Management Committee 
have concluded that they can no longer carry on this Forum. 
 
(We have three members including the Chairman who will be reaching their 86th birthdays, two who have free 
television licences and one in poor health plus the youngest also well past 70 with slight health problems and a 
myriad of domestic demands on her time) 
 
We have enjoyed what we have done and all our regular attenders have shown their appreciation of the various 
benefits and advice they have received from a vast variety of Service Providers. 
 
Thank you. All Members over 60.  All Service Providers and All who donated to our work. 
 
For the purpose of a smooth run down and closure of accounts, the Chairman will continue to handle any 
correspondence until mid 2006. 
 
Your sincerely 
 

� � � �� � �� � �� � � �� � �� � �� � � �� � �� � �� � � �� � �� � � ����
24 Trimpley Court, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY12 0NY 
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Church Street, Ellesmere 
01691 622632 

 
Homely B&B 

 
Food served NoonÐ 8.30pm daily 

 
Quiz Nite ±Sundays at 8.30pm 

 
M eeting rooms 

 
www.ellesmere.info/redl ion 

 RED LION COACHING INN 
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A.J. SUMNER &  SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
Proprietor: Paul Sumner 

 
For a Personal and Caring Service 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

24 Hour Service 
 
 

Coronation Cottage 
Criftins 

Nr. Ellesmere 
SY12 9LN 

 
Tel 01691 690328 

or  
01691 623726 
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Notes based on a talk given to the local branch of the 
Trust at their February meeting by Stuart Moodie, an 
ecologist with Brit ish Waterways based at the 
Ellesmere yard 
 
The Montgomery Canal runs from Frankton Locks 
through Queen' s Head and Maesbury, passing through 
Welshpool and ending at Newtown. It was closed to 
boats in 1936 and was largely forgotten and 
abandoned. 
However it  was not ignored by wildlife. Gradually a 
variety of water plants, insects, birds and mammals 
made themselves at home in the clear undisturbed 
waters.  
Canals can provide a variety of habitats. As well as the 
waterway itself, there are the towpath edges, the often 
wil der opposite side of the canal, the hedges and trees 
along each side, and the slopes of cutt ings and 
embankments. The stonework of bridges, tunnels and 
locks is inhabited by plants such as lichens and mosses, 
while the crevices between the stones and bricks create 
yet another habitat.  
Then in the 1970' s canal enthusiasts began to restore 
sections of the waterway for boats, with the long term 
aim of re-opening the whole canal. Because an Act of 
Parliament had closed the canal off icially in 1944, a 
new Act was necessary to re-open it. This Act required 
that the conservation of wildlife be given importance in 
restoration for boating. 
Stuart Moodie' s job is to see that wildlife is indeed 
conserved. Various strategies are being applied; some 
new sections of canal have been created, and the more 
delicate and precious inhabitants especially those that 
require clear water have been transferred there to be 
able to thrive undisturbed. Careful monitoring suggests 
that this method is largely successful, and more such 
reserves are planned.  
The number of boats is being restricted, and 
importantly they are limited to a speed that should 
minimise disturbance. Piling to protect the banks of the 
canal is necessary, but whenever possible one side of 
the waterway is left in a much more natural state, 
where reeds and other water plants can f lourish and 
provide cover and nesting sites for insects, water 
creatures and birds. 
Certainly most boaters welcome this approach, and it is 

Ellesmere Branch  
Shropshire Wildlife Trust  

hoped that both boats and the wildlife will be able to 
use the waterway in harmony. The re-opening of the 
whole canal is anyway some years in the future; a 
major problem to be faced is the re-building of a 
number of bridges, which were levelled when the road 
to Welshpool was improved, it  being assumed that the 
canal was closed for ever. 
In the meantime boats can travel down to Maesbury 
from Frankton, and most of the canal can be walked, 
providing a level long-distance footpath, where 
everyone can enjoy the peace of the waterways. 
 
BBC Spri ngwatch Survey 2006: many television 
viewers enjoyed Bil l Oddi e' s Spr i ngwatch 
programmes last year, and the project is being repeated 
this year. In conjunction with the programme, the 
Springwatch survey is also being repeated. This is an 
opportunity for everybody to make a contribution to 
the monitoring of wildlife, and in part icular how 
climate warming could be affecting the dates of the 
f irst appearances of some common creatures.  
The three subjects of the f irst part of the survey are the 
Red-tailed bumblebee, Frog spawn and the 7-spot 
l adybi rd. Cards have been supplied in Radio T imes, 
and are currently (February) available at Ellesmere 
Library, or at meetings of the Ellesmere Branch of the 
SWT. Don't worry if  you are too late to record the f irst 
sightings of these three; there will be a second part 
later on. 
For  more detai l s and informat ion v i sit 
www.bbc.co.uk /springwatch 
 
Red Kites are now thriving in much of central Wales, 
and have been sighted over the hills west of Oswestry; 
how long I wonder before this magnif icent raptor is 
seen over the Ellesmere area. There is no reason why 
Red kites should not do as well round here as Buzzards 
now do. It  is not many years since the latter was quite a 
rare sight; now you are almost bound to see one or 
more soaring over local woods and f ields, or even over 
Ellesmere. 
The Red Kite is larger than the Buzzard and easily 
dist inguished by its dist inctive forked tail. Should you 
see one locally please let the Editor know, or myself: 
davidfarncombe@btinternet.com  
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