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SMALL  ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS 
by appointment 

 
 

WEEKDAYS 
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm – 6.00pm 

 
 

SATURDAYS 
10.00am —10.30am 

 
FARM & HORSE VISITS 

AVAILABLE 
 
 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Blakemere 
Veterinary Centre 
12 Talbot Street 
El lesmere 
Shropshire 
SY12 0HQ 
 
Tel:  (01691) 622201 
Fax; (01691) 622118 
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Welcome to ‘ Mere News’  No.34 Winter 2006. This issue marks the start of our twelfth year of publication and 
to follow on from the Editorial in Issue 33, I am more optimistic for the future of ‘ Mere News’   both f inancially, 
and editorially, so in this vein, I would like to thank everyone who is, or has been, connected with the success of 
‘ Mere News’ . 
 

So in no particular order, we, the production team would like to thank:-  
 

The Ellesmere Community Chest  Scheme (Market Towns Init iat ive) for f inding us worthy of support. More 
detail on this  generosity in the next issue. 
 

Ellesmere Town Council for its continuing f inancial support. 
 

Chris Jobson, who has had an art icle in almost every issue of the magazine. His expertise as a contributor is, of 
course, well known.  
 

Stan Horton, who has clocked up almost as many art icles. We must apologise for not giving him credit for his 
art icle ‘  As things were’  in Mere News No.33  - blame the Editor for not spott ing the error. 
 

Gill Eleftheriou, for her gardening expertise, another contributor. 
 

Charlie Edwards, our showbiz reporter, reminds me of acts I had forgotten! 
 

David and Jane Farncombe for the crossword puzzles (the one in this issue does need some co-operation from 
all the family), and the nature and wildlife reports. 
 

An anonymous benefactor for donating copies of  J W Nankivell’ s ‘ Chapters from the History of 
Ellesmere’ (now out of print), which will be on sale at Ellesmere Infolink for £5.00 a copy.  
 

Anyone else, whose name I haven’t mentioned, who has had an art icle or letter published in Mere News. 
Our advertisers and distributors who continue to support our efforts.  
 

And personally my thanks go to all 
the other members of the production 
team for all their hard work over the 
years, and for putt ing up with the 
Editor for so long. 
 

So have a wonderful Christmas and 
we wish you all a happy and 
prosperous New Year.  
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Please send your advert 
requirements  with cheque 
payable to ‘Mere News’  to  
Margaret Lagoyianni  or any 
member of the production 
team  - address details on front  
cover. 

 A4 A5 A6 A7 
 per i ssue £45 £30 £20 £15 
 Feature posi tion *  
 Inside front or back  cover 

£50 £40 £30 £20 

 For   3 issues £120 £70 £50 £30 

Feature posi ti on *  £140 £100 £70 £40 

If you  w ould l ike to sponsor a 
page or part page please send 
yo u r  co n tri b u ti on  (c heq ue s 
payable to ‘Mere News’) to the  
Editor or contact any member of 
the production team – see front 
cov er for details.  
 

Full  page £20 , 1/2 £10. 1/4 £5 
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I t’ s very nice when people stop me in the street to tell 
me how pleasant it  is to be reminded of the days of 
Variety and that they too, recall the names of the 
art ists that I mention.  Of course, all the glamour in 
variety was only seen from Front of House, backstage 
was a different story. It  was usually dusty, musty and 
smelled of greasepaint (stage make-up). Also, as you 
can imagine very dark with the odd dim light on walls 
just showing the way to the dressing rooms and in 
many variety theatres the dressing rooms left a lot to 
be desired, very often with just a cold water tap but 
usually a kett le, so hot water was 
available!!  Perhaps two chairs 
and a stool and the usual dressing 
room mirror surrounded with 
electric bulbs, but always with 
plenty of clothes hooks and 
hangers for stage costumes etc.  
 

Of course, some theatres were 
better furnished than others, 
Morcombe and Wise used to say 
one of the best theatres was The 
Liverpool Empire which had 
showers in the dressing rooms, 
now that was l uxury, but 
whatever the furnishings, good or 
bad, there was always a magical  
atmosphere during a show! 
especially when the band struck 
up!!! 
 

Lots of readers have told me it 
was interesting to read about the 
last Royal Command Show before war was declared. 
I know that every art ist on the stage was always 
interested in who was in a Command Show, from 
chorus girls to top of the bill. Whatever your posit ion 
on a bill like that it  was always a night to remember. 
 

But, of course, when in 1939 war was declared, 
variety was in a spin and many variety theatres closed 
for a short period in fear of air raids. There were no 
Royal Command Variety Performances from 1939 
until 1945 and it was some months into the war 
before variety found its feet again.  But it  was soon 
realised that variety shows woul d boost morale during 
the conflict, so slowly variety began to spring to life 
again.  In fact, the war gave variety a terrif ic boost 
and entertainment and laughter was the order of the 
day!!  So E.N.S.A. was formed “ ENTERTAINMENT 
NATIONAL SERVICE A SSOCIATION”  or, as most 
people know Tommy Trinder called it  – “EVERY 
NIGHT SOMETHING AWFUL” !!! 
 

I  recall as a young ventriloquist, coming to take part 
in a show at the Garrison Theatre, Park Hall. I was 
about 9 years old, never imagining that many years 
later I would live in Shropshire!!!!   How amazing life 
is!!!   Another coincidence happened to me in 1939. 
My mum, who always encouraged me, took me to the 
“ Kingsway”  cinema in Hoylake to take part in a 
Talent Contest. In the same contest was a young man 
called Eric Bartholomew who in later years became 
Eric Morcombe.  From that talent contest I won a 
week’ s variety at the Hippodrome Ellesmere Port, but 
I ’ ve an idea Eric Bartholomew went on to better 
things!!!  Especially when he teamed up with Ernie 
Wiseman in 1949!!! 
 

Now several people have 
asked me about the f irst 
Royal Variety Performance 
after the war - well that was 
on 5th November 1945, and 
according to a report in the 
“ Stage”  newspaper of that 
week, it  was the f irst t ime 
Princesses Elizabeth and 
Margaret had attended a 
variety performance and who 
was on the bill at the London 
Coliseum that night?   
 
The programme read like this: 
“The Nine Avalons – Duggie 
Wakefield – Chuck O’ Neil – 
Delya – Sid Field &  Jerry 
Desmonde – Vic Oliver – 
Maurice &  Bonar Colleano – 
George Doonan – Will Hay – 
Wilson Keppel &  Betty – 
Anne Ziegler &  Webster 

Booth – Tommy Trinder.  Thanks to the old book I 
have called “Who’ s who in Variety”  (now out of 
print) the orchestra that night consisted of 76 
musicians under the baton of conductor Clem 
Burston.  So variety was booming again after the war, 
but by the year 1960 television was preparing to kill it 
forever!!! 
 
More next t ime 
Keep Smiling 
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I  cannot believe that another year has passed since my last Christmas message. 2006 has certainly been a very 
eventful year in Ellesmere.  
 
Our C.C.T.V cameras are at last in place and running, we have been successful in our lottery bid for funding to 
enable the enhancement of the Cremorne Gardens and Mere frontage. The Old Dairy site has at last been 
demolished and plans for the development are being submitted shortly.  
 
The Community have once again worked very hard on delivering successful events, the Triathlon, the Regatta  
the Carnival, Ellesmere Festival, Late night Shopping to name but a few, and I would like to express grateful  
thanks to everyone who has given their t ime and efforts to make them all so successful.  
 
I  wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and we will all look forward to 
2007 with anticipation of great things  to come in Ellesmere.  
 
With Season Greetings and Very Best Wishes from,  
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Ellesmere Town Mayor 

ROY BRADLEY 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

40 HILL CREST 
ELLESMERE 
SHROPSHIRE 

SY12 0LJ 
TEL 01691 623016 

VAT reg No: 794 3169 93 
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� �LLESMERE couple and regular Mere News 
contributor Doris and Reginald Bond, of 

Stanham Drive, Ellesmere, have proved themselves a 
Diamond couple after reaching their 60th wedding 
anniversary recently. 
 

Having met at a Kent dance hall during the Second 
World War, when Reg was a driver for the Royal 
Army Service Corps, the pair fell in love and married 
shortly after the end of the conflict, on October 5, 1948 
before Reg was seconded to Egypt. 
 
“We stayed in touch with each other while I was away 
during the war and we agreed to get married before I 
went out to Egypt and it wasn’t very long after we had 
met”  said Reg, adding that due to Doris being under 
21, he had to ask her parents’ permission for her hand 
in marriage. 
 

Doris, a former cashier who regularly has poems and 
other work published in the Mere News, said they had 
enjoyed a quiet celebration at home with neighbours 
and had the pleasure of a visit from their daughter, 
who lives in Scotland. 
 

“We had quite a few people coming in and out and 
bringing us f lowers and it was nice to just be at home 
and celebrate quietly together”  she said. 
 
Reginald and Doris moved to Ellesmere more than 20 
years ago, having had a caravan in Lyneal when they 
lived in Burton-on-Trent; they fell in love with the 
scenic Shropshire area however and decided to 
relocate to Ellesmere when Reg retired 21 years ago. 
 

Everyone at the Mere News would like to offer  
their best wishes to the happy couple. 

Poetry Corner—Mrs D F Bond 

A Happy Anniversary 
 

We had an Anniversary, 
 We’ d been married sixty years, 
A long t ime to be together, 
 So many smiles and tears. 
We did not have a party, 
 Our families so wide spread. 
But as they couldn’t travel here 
 They sent f lowers and presents instead. 
We had good friends and neighbours 
 Who called in on the day, 
To bring us their good wishes, 
 So pleasant all were they. 
We had some really lovely cards, 
 The prett iest ever seen – 
But highlight of this landmark day 
 Was the greetings from the Queen. 
We also had some camera men 
 From all our local papers. 
Most surprised at the interest caused, 
 We did not expect such capers! 
All in all, a marvellous  way to 
 Celebrate Sixty years, no less. 
We must thank all, who at this t ime 
 Shared in our Happiness. 
    
  A Global  Question. 
 

Where has Autumn gone this year – 
 Its November and trees are still green. 
The beautiful golden October leaves 
 Seem few and far between. 
I won’t say we haven’t seem them at all, 
 But they’ ve not been so  wi dely spread, 
Rambling through the woods today 
 We had lots of ‘ green cover’  overhead. 
The seasons are changing completely, 
 They are all rolling up into one. 
But maybe this Autumnal mildness, 

 Will allow us some winter sun. 
 

A Mere Miss! 
 

I t must be a year since we went in the ‘ park’ , 
 But we made it today, just for a lark. 
It was such a lovely sunny day, 
 We really enjoyed it in every way. 
Though rather surprised when we looked at the  
     Mere, 
 That very few ducks seemed still to be 
here. 
Water hens, Coots, plentiful Geese and Swan – 
 But where had all the Mallards gone? 
Did we pick a t ime when they’ d just f lown away? 
 Does anyone know – perhaps they’ ll say! 
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The origin of The Knights of the order of St. John of 
Jerusalem is to be found in the sixth century when the 
Patriarch of Alexandria, St. John the Almsgiver, set up 
hospitals in the Holy Land to help poor and needy 
pilgrims.  After the Muslim conquest of the Holy Land 
in 1023 the Benedictines were allowed to run a hostel, 
dedicated to St. John the Almsgiver, for pilgrims who 
f locked to the Holy Places. This quickly developed 
into a separate Order following the Augustinian Rule 
with St. John the 
Baptist as their 
patron.  Peter Gerard 
founded the order of 
Hospitallers, and it 
recei ved Papal 
recognit ion in 1113.  
Gratef ul pil grims 
an d cr usader s 
p r o v i de d t h e 
considerable wealth 
that enabled the 
Hospi t al l ers to 
acquire territory and 
estates, not only in 
the Holy Land but 
al so throughout 
Europe.  By the end 
of the t welfth 
c e n t u r y  a 
comm uni t y  of 
hospit al l ers was 
running a large 
infirmary near the 
church of the Holy 
Sepulchre.  They 
wer e abl e t o 
m ai nt ai n  f i v e 
physicians and three 
surgeons and a visit ing pilgrim in 1150 estimated that 
no less than 2000 sick pilgrims, including some lepers, 
were cared for that year.  Gerard’ s successor, 
Raymond, introduced further support for pilgrims in 
the form of an armed escort, which in t ime became a 
military order of knights recruited from among the 
crusaders of Europe.  Thus the Order of St. John 
imperceptibly became a mixed order dedicated to the 
care and protection of the poor.  Unlike their rivals, 
the Knights Templar, which was purely military from 
the beginning, the Knights Hospitaller had three 
distinct classes of members: the military brothers, the 
brothers infirmarians and the chaplains.  The brothers 
wore a black habit with a white cross and the knights 
wore, over their armour, a red surcoat with a white 

cross.  Both the Templars and the Hospitallers had 
been given extensive papal privileges and absolute 
independence of all spiritual and temporal authority; 
they were answerable only to the Pope himself who 
charged them with the defence of the Holy Land.  At 
the height of their prosperity, before the Second 
Crusade, it  is said that the Knights Hospitaller were 
receiving revenue from nearly twenty thousand estates 
throughout Europe.  The lands attached to each house 

were placed under the 
control of a knight of 
the order called a 
preceptor.  With the 
loss of their estates in 
the Holy Land in the 
Crusades the Order 
relocated f irst to 
Cyprus and then to 
Rhodes.  It  was here 
that they modif ied 
their mode of warfare 
and became a 
mar i t i me power .  
They equipped f leets 
of ships to transport 
pilgrims and combat 
Muslim pirates. 
One of the hospitaller 
precept or i es was 
founded between 1165 
and 1187 at Halston 
on a site donated by 
t h e l o r d  o f 
Whitt ington, himself a 
knight hospitaller, in 
ret urn f or  the 
prov i si on of  a 
c h a p l a i n  a t 

Whitt ington Castle.  Then another was founded in c. 
1190 at Dolgynwal near the source of the river Conwy 
and this soon became an established hospice with its 
own church dedicated to Saint John the Baptist, 
known as Yspytty Ifan.  This preceptory had the 
approval and support of Llywelyn the Great when he 
came to power but there is no direct evidence to show 
that he founded it as is often supposed.  Nevertheless 
Llywelyn donated Ellesmere Church, which was part 
of the royal wedding gift on his marriage to Joan, the 
King’ s daughter. Fortunately the text of Llywelyn’ s 
charter making this donation in 1225 has survived:  
“ Llywelyn, Prince of Aberffraw and Lord of 
Snowdon.  Be it  known by all men that I have granted 
and bestowed upon the community of the Hospital of 

� ���� ��� �	
��� �
���	�� ����� ����� �� ���� 	������� ������������
Christopher Jobson  
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Jerusalem at Dolgenwal and the brothers serving God 
and St, John in that place, the whole of the church of 
Ellesmere for the need of the poor in Christ.etc.”  
Interestingly the donation is to Yspytty Ifan in his 
own domain of Gwynedd rather than to the nearby 
Halston preceptory.  Dafydd ap Llywelyn surrendered 
the valuable manor of Ellesmere to the king in 1241 
shortly after Llywelyn’ s death but the church 
remained in the possession of the hospitallers of 
Yspytty Ifan.  By the end of the century the 
Preceptory of Dolgynwal had been united with 
Halston, which became the administrative centre for 
the extensive Hospitaller estates in north Wales.  This 
may have taken place when the prior of the order was 
visit ing Wales in 1288.  The staff at Halston included 
a preceptor, a serjeant-at-arms, a corrodiary (probably 
a sick person), two chaplains, 
eight househol d and farm 
servants, a steward and two 
‘ frary’ clerks.    The estate of 
Ellesmere Church, later known 
as the manor of St. John’ s or St. 
John’ s lands, included not only 
the area around the church but 
also land in the townships of 
Haughton, Colemere, Lyneal 
and Crosemere. The total gross 
i ncome of the Hal ston 
preceptory  i n 1338 was 
£152.2s.6d of which £50 came 
from the rents of 27 tenants and 
the t ithes of the people of Ellesmere.    It is recorded 
that in 1415 a new preceptor required the tenants to 
erect crosses on their houses and wear crosses on their 
caps, as was common on Hospitaller estates.  The 
members of the order were subject to the usual  
monastic vows of poverty, chastity and obedience.  
Silence was observed at night and during mealt imes.  
The fasts and feasts of the Church were kept and the 
daily off ice was said, even at sea. 
 

One of the Knights of the order was Gruffydd who 
lived at Cae Howel in the parish of Kynaston who 
came to be known as “ Y Marchog Gwyllt o Gae 
Howel”  (the Wild Knight of Cae Howel).   His son, 
Gruffydd, who was known by the name “ Griffin de 
Kineneston”  was the f irst member of the family to be 
described “ of Ystog”  (Stocks).  The Kynaston family 
had acquired the Stocks farm and its land following 
the death of David de Stocks in 1310.  A farm near 
the Stocks called The Spout takes its name from the 
Welsh word Yspytty (hospital) and near to it  some 
fields are still known as ‘the hospital f ields’ . It  seems 
likely that Gruffydd might also have managed this 
property for the Hospitallers. 
 

When the tower of Ellesmere Church, which had been 
erected by the Hospitallers in the 14th century, was 

undergoing restoration in 1904 a cavity measuring 4ft. 
in length, 1ft.8 ins. in width and 2ft.in depth was 
found.  The only access to it  is from the outside by 
removing a stone 6½ ins. in width set between two 
large stones.  The workmen found in this cavity two 
earthen pipkins glazed with dark brown glaze, the 
remains of a shoe or sandal, some fragments of 
material, metal and wood and about two barrow loads 
of moist soil.  Similar discoveries have been made at 
other churches, most notably at St. Mary’ s 
Shrewsbury and Bishop’ s Castle.  It  is generally 
believed that these were souvenirs brought by 
pilgrims from the Holy Land.  The pipkins may have 
contained water from the Jordan or the Sea of Galilee 
and the sandal may have been that worn by a pilgrim 
when visit ing the Holy Places.  The Hospitallers 

transported shiploads of soil 
from the Holy Land and 
distributed it  to churches where 
a parishioner had completed a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land.   
Sadly the workmen discarded 
the soil before its signif icance 
was realized but no doubt 
somewhere in the churchyard of 
Ellesmere there are still some 
fragments of the soil of 
Palestine.  The pilgrim’ s sandal 
and the pipkin can still be found 
on display in the church. 
 

note 
Devotees of the Da Vinci Code might f ind it 
interesting to note that when Philip IV of France 
brutally suppressed the Knights Templar and 
persuaded the Pope to dissolve the order in 1310 the 
property of the Templars was distributed to the 
Knights Hospitaller.  The daughter of Philip IV was 
Queen Isabella of England who, as we saw in the last 
issue, held the manor of Ellesmere and founded 
Welshampton Church.  
 

pictures by kind permission of the  
Rev. P. Edge, Vicar of Ellesmere 

 
             

Access to cavity in the church wall 
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� �� � � �� � � �� � 	 �� �� � � �� � � �� � 	 �� �� � � �� � � �� � 	 �� �� � � �� � � �� � 	 �(continued from issue 33- ‘ As things were’ )   Stanley Horton 

When the 1939-1945 War began, it  was inevitable that 
there would be vast changes in agriculture and in the 
countryside in general. First and foremost was the 
“ploughing-up”  campaign whereby farmers were paid 
two pounds per acre to plough up grassland and grow 
arable crops for either human or animal consumption. 
Wheat was the f irst priority and to get best results the 
crop needed to be sown in (say) the October of one 
year to be harvested in the summer of the next (i.e. 
August).  
 

During the long winter months, the crop would enjoy a 
period of slumber though would run the risk of damage 
by frost unless covered by a blanket of snow. In a mild 
winter, the crop might well suffer damage from rabbits 
which, whilst living in adjoining woodlands, “ fed out” 
on the surrounding grass and arable f ields. To protect 
valuable crops, intensive trapping of rabbits took place 
at all t imes of the year. Steel spring traps (now long 
since outlawed) were non-selective in their catches, 
much of what they unoff icially collected being classed 
as “vermin”  (rats, foxes, etc.). 
 

Old records of 1942 reveal that the f irst of the “new”  
American grey squirrels were being caught but, sadly, 
native red squirrels which were living alongside the 
greys were also being killed. The reduction in the 
number of foxes led to an increase in ground-nesting 
birds such as pheasant and grey partridge, lapwing and 
skylarks. Most of these birds nest in pasture f ields 
scheduled to be mown for hay in June or July therefore 

giving their young plenty of t ime to become strong on 
the wing. 
 

From about 1941 onwards, hay f ields became fewer in 
number due to the increase in acreage of arable crops. 
Birds of various species could take advantage of root 
crops for cover during the autumn and stubbles for 
food during the winter. 
 

A few words to explain the term “ hay meadow” . Hay 
meadows were in effect grass f ields mown in the 
months of June or July for the harvesting of hay. 
However, it  was not only grass that grew in them for 
they also included clovers, both red and white, and an 
assortment of wild f lowers: mainly buttercups, but also 
including ox-eye daisy, trefoil and – where the location 
was favourable – bluebell s, ragged robin, common and 
early purple orchids. The main “ wild”  grasses growing 
in a hay meadow were meadow foxtail, crested 
dogstail, smooth and rough stalked meadow grasses 
and perennial ryegrass. 
 

The ploughing up of these hayfields to grow grain and 
root crops very largely killed out the attractive wild 
f lowers mentioned above though there were great 
increases in the production of grass and cereal crops. 
 

During and just after the war, farmers realised that 
there were substantial benefits to be had in what 
became known as “ ley farming” i.e. ploughing up 
grassland, taking two or three straw or root crops, 
heavily fert ilizing and f inally sowing much improved 
strains of grasses and clovers. After another three 
years, the procedure would be repeated. 
 

In the early 1950s, greater availability of imported 
animal feedstuffs led to great increases in the 
production of poultry products and pigmeat. 
Eventually, over-production forced small producers 
out of pig and poultry farming and left remaining small 
acreage farmers to concentrate solely on dairying and 
to dispense with pigs and poultry, specialist units of 
which were continuing to increase in size. 
 

Farmers were being strongly urged (by government 
advisers) to apply more and more nitrogenous fert ilizer 
to their grass f ields to increase fodder production both 
for grazing and to be preserved in the form of silage 
for winter use. The abolit ion of the Milk Marketing 
Board and a so-called free market in milk caused 
serious decreases in the price of the product causing 
many farmers to give up production and make their 
land over to beef catt le, over-wintered sheep from 
Wales and a few horses for recreational use. 
 

In the 1930s to 1950s, a township of 1,500 acres may 
well have had a dozen or more registered milk 
producers – now only one or two remain. Buildings 
and facilit ies on many farms now lie unused or are 
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 �, �
 

I  f inish Primary school next year.  I will have been at Primary School for nearly twenty years.   I  have learned so 
much and always look forward to September which signif ies new beginnings, new teachers, new friends and above 
all new books!!!    
 

At primary schools in Greece children are given their books.  These are paperbacks and with all the wear and tear 
soon look pretty battered.  Parents were asked to cover the books with sticky backed plastic, label them and put in 
ribbons to act as bookmarks.  Each child would come home on the f irst day with six books ± one for language, one 
for mathematics, one for literature, one for science, one for history and one for RE.  Mult iply that by three - well  
hopefully you can do the maths.  This would be repeated as new books were given to the children - four in total for 
English, two for mathematics. A good deal of homework was given and expectations were high.    
 
Here in England we pretty much get out of doing homework. Parents are given large books which contain the 
`homework policy'  of the school.  This   explains that parents are expected to help and guide their children through 
the homework process.  A diff icult thing for working parents to do. Most parents would feel much better if  there 
was a daily or weekly worksheet with a clear aim in mind.  It ' s OK telling parents `Oh this I how we teach it 
nowadays.  You should help your children in this way otherwise you will confuse them.'   Who' s being confused 
here? 
 

I  face the last year of Primary school with sadness but no regrets.  I  have always done as I was told and my six 
children have never lost out.  We have experienced bouts of bullying and my children have come home in tears on 
more than one occasion.  We shall now face secondary school together for the last t ime.  But that is another story. 
 

Join the debate.  What are your views on the Homework policy at your child' s or grandchild' s school?  Does it work 
or not?  Contact us with your views. 
 

converted to other uses. This situation can only 
produce imbalance in the countryside. Nowadays 
many farms, farm cottages and that relic of a bygone 
age, the small holding, are no longer occupied by 
people with assorted agricultural skills. Can, 
therefore, those farmers still in business always be 
certain of the availability of a few highly skilled 
tractor drivers with their massive machines to deal 
with all the ploughing, cult ivating, sowing and 
harvesting necessary? Not to mention, of course, the 
care of livestock which, in bigger units, are more 
likely to be susceptible to disease? 
 

These modern methods denote progress but what of 
the long term future? Is part of the countryside to be 
used for intensive agriculture whilst the remainder is 
to be turned into country parks and various other 
leisure facilit ies? Or can, by information, education 
and plain good sense, the countryside be returned to 
something like its appearance of around three 
quarters of a century ago, to a vista of well 
maintained woodlands, of hedgerows and ponds, of 
ancient oaks and marshy places ± locations where 
wil dlife can f lourish safe from poisonous chemicals 
and showers of slurry, but backed always by a 
productive, prosperous and well balanced agricultural 
industry? 
 

The canal age at Ellesmere  
by Peter Brown  

 

(continued from issue 33-  apologies that we could not 
f it  this f inal part in  our last issue) 

 

Ellesmere©s f irst canal age ended when the f irst part of 
the Oswestry, Ellesmere &  Whitchurch Railway 
opened from Whitchurch to Ellesmere in 1863. (The 
extension to Oswestry opened the following year, two 
days after the route had become part of the Cambrian 
Railways). Not that the canal ceased to be 
commercial - the Shropshire Union continued to trade 
actively until the First World War - but the canal was 
no longer the prime means of medium and long 
distance transport. 
 

A basic measure of the effect of the coming of the 
canal would be by how much the population 
increased. However, in the case of Ellesmere this is 
diff icult to assess because the civil parish of 
Ellesmere contained many of the surrounding villages 
as well as the town itself. The census for 1841 
showed a population of 6,602 for the whole parish but 
only 2,326 for the town. Not until 1881 was the town 
population shown separately again, and by then it had 
reduced to 1,875. (It  then remained virtually 
unchanged through to 1931.) 
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Work  around The Mere. 
Our autumn w ork programme has begun. There w ill be w ork connected to the Active Woods scheme 
replacing handrails, steps and levelling the path in the Arboretum and Castlefields area.  
Areas around the Mere and the Moors w ill be strimmed and some scrub w ill be removed. The bare 
areas most notably around the bandstand and by the new ly planted handkerchief tree are being 
reseed w ith a grass seed mixture. 
 As soon as the leaves have fallen w e w ill be leaf blow ing the paths w ithin the w oods. Leaves have 
been blow n annually and it does seem to stop the paths becoming too muddy. 

 

 

P & G  
Vehicle Repairs 

Unit H 
Cargotec Industrial Park 

Elson 
Ellesmere SY12 9JP 

 
ServicingÐ MOT’s 
Petrol and Diesel 
Tyres, Exhaust 

Call now for details   01691 622849 

What’s on around The Mere   - Autumn 2006 
 

 El lesmere Her itage Project 
The Heritage Lottery and BIG Lottery have awarded Shropshire County Council and Ellesmere Tow n 
Council £53,000 to w ork up detailed designs for the park.  They have also granted a stage one pass for 
£1,133,000.  This means that if  w e can get the designs right and show  how  w e are going to conserve the 
heritage landscape and buildings, improve access and increase people’s know ledge of the heritage in 
the park w e w ill receive the £1.1 million to make signif icant improvements.  We w elcome your ideas and 
you’ll have a chance to comment on the detailed proposals during 2007.   
For more information contact Angela Jones, Countryside Manager. 
 

 
 

Who is  already helping out? 
 

We already have a number of groups that help out 
around the Mere. 
 El lesmere Oppor tunit ies  are helping to maintain 
our box hedge w ith w eeding and mulching. 
Derwen College are helping w ith the Active 
Woods scheme in installing steps and handrails. 
Volunteer  Site Rangers  they are the eyes and 
ears of the site. They report any problems on site 
and help w ith various events and tasks. 

Volunteer ing 
 
We have many volunteering opportunit ies that you 
may like to get involved in both practical and 
helping w ith the many activities that take place. If  
you w ould like more information please contact 
our off ice. 
We also have community projects that you may  
want to get involved in like the Tree Warden 
Scheme or Parish Planning. 

Contact details: 
Conservation & Ranger Team  
Countryside Service 
Swan Hill, Ellesmere SY12 0DQ 
Tel: 01691 624448 
Email: countryside.conserv ation @shropshire-cc.gov.uk 
Website: www .shropshire.gov .uk 
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……………………………………………... 
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Fix i t before i t gets worse 

Property &  Garden 
Maintenance. 

 
Landscaping &  Paving. 

 
 

        
John Hawkins 
       Your 
      Local 
  Handyman 

  
 

(01691) 690780             
 

www.johnshandyman.uk linux.net 
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At every party there are two 
kinds of people ± those who 
want to go home and those who 
don't.  The trouble is, they  are 
usually  married to each other. 
 Ann Landers 
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To win one of our valuable prizes, compose two linked 
Limericks as in the example below, using as your f irst 
line:- 
 

ª A Lady from Ellesmere said …..”      
                                    

A Lady from Ellesmere said , ª Dear, 
Christmas is gett ing quite near, 
So a week in the sun, 
With Sangria and Fun, 
Would be nice for a present this yearº. 
 
Her husband said, ª  Dear I regret,  
Your wish cannot really be met, 
I ' m skint, so I' ve bought you 
Some saucepans, all brand new, 
Gift wrapped and three in the set!º 

 

Good luck, I ' m sure you can do much better! 
(Closing dateÐ 31st January 2007) 
 

Terry Cartlidge 

� � � � � �� � � �� � � � � �� � � �� � � � � �� � � �� � � � � �� � � � ����
 
1. Alex and Georgina were born at the same hour of the same day to the same mother in the same hospital. They have 
the same father and yet they are not twins. Why? 
2. Which is correct, ª all f ish have warm bloodº or ª all f ish are warm bloodedº? 
3. How many grooves were there on an old fashioned vinyl record? 
4. Before Sir Richard Burton attempted to discover the source of the Nile what was the world' s longest river? 
5. The Shamans of Central Asia knew of an ancient and ingenious means of passing right through solid walls.  
What was it? 
6. What has 21 spots but is never ill? 
7. Are there earthquakes on the Moon? 
8. Sid Lightly always moans that if  only people told the truth he would sell more of his goods. What did he sell? 
9. What does nobody want but nobody wants to lose? 
10. How many t imes can you subtract the number 2 from the number 46? 

1. They are two of a 
set of triplets. 
2. Neither, fish are 
cold blooded. 
3. Two, one on each 
side. 
4. The Nile 
5. A Door. 
6. A Die (singular of 

dice). 
7. NoÐMoonquakes. 
8. Candles for 
Birthday cakes. 
9. False teeth. 
10. Once, after that 
you are subtracting 
from 46. 

M ENSA QUIZ ANSW ERS 
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FAM ILY CROSSWORD by David Farncombe 
 
This one will probably need input from all the family. 
The clues all refer to fi cti onal  characters, places and 
themes, and they are straightforward rather than cryptic. 
There is a valuable prize of course for a lucky winner, 
and the closing date is 31st Jan 2007.   Good luck! 
 

Across 
1 The bear from Nutwood (6) 
4 ª Beyond the Black ……..º ± a novel by Nevil 

Shute (5) 
8 Eponymous character in a play by Ibsen (4,4) 
9 A teller of tall tales ± and a guinea pig (4) 
10 The Sleeping Beauty (6) 
12 Surname of the Flintstones'  neighbours (6) 
14 Sometimes adopted by an author in place of 

their real one (3,4) 
17  See 1 down 
18  Some of the animals who take over Toad Hall 
(6) 
20  Sugar …….. Fairy (4) 
21  An impecunious favourite of Dickens! (8) 
22  Surname of Litt le Nell (5) 
23  The squire' s son in ªThe Trumpet Majorº by 
Hardy (6) 

Down 
1 &  17across  He fell asleep for twenty years in the 
Catskill Mountains (3,3,6)   
2  Literature in metrical form (6) 
3  The ª Swallows' º cabin boy (5) 
5  Litt le Miss ………… - Roger Hargreaves (7) 
6  Non-magical folk (7) 
7  Original t it le of George Lucas f ilm (4,4) 
11 Freya' s relative in ºThe Parsley Parcelº by 
Elizabeth Arnold (4,4) 
13 A character in ªThe Borrowers Afieldº (7) 
14 Pocket Monsters (7) 
15 A.A. Milne character with many friends and 
relations (6) 
16 Egyptian god of life, death and fert ility (6) 
19 Dark ......  by Miller Lau (5) 
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Send your completed crossword to the Editor  
(address on front cover) 
 
Name……………………………………………………….... 
Address:……………………………………………………... 
……………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………. 

I ssue 33 Puzzles Winners 
Congratulations to the winners of our ‘valuable prizes’ 

 

Crossword  
Pam Edwards, Spar Bridge, Ellesmere 

 

General  Knowledge Quiz  
Mrs Barbara Whittaker, Oak Drive, Ellesmere 

Sorry we don©t have room for the answersÐ available by 
sending SAE to Editor or on www.ellesmere.info 

 

Capti on Competi tion 
Mrs D Bussey, Trimpley, Ellesmere 
“  Is this the way to Elles-mer-illo?”  

Answers to Crossword Issue 33 
 

Across:  1, 16dn  Cremorne Gardens   5, 14dn Isle of 
Wight   9 notelet   10 clang 11 dirge   12 Russian    
13 folly   15 egret   20 rewrite   22 Rates   24 ingot    
25 theatre 26 eats   27 in a salad 
 

Down:   1 Canada   2 enter   3 oil well   4 nature    
6 seaside   7 engine   8 ices  14 see 5ac   16 see 1ac    
17 cruise   18 Newton   19 ascend   21 into   23 total 

 

Clever food is not appreciated at Christmas.  It 
makes the litt le ones cry and the old ones 
nervous.   Oliver Wendell Holmes  
 
Mail your parcels early so that the Post off ice 
can lose them in t ime for Christmas.  
Bernard Manning 
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Tranquillity 
 Healing and Well Being for the Mind, Body and Soul 

 
          

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A lovely idea for giving this Christmas 

 
Give a personal ised gi ft voucher f rom Tranqui l li ty 

 
Avai lable for: 

 Reiki  ~ calming, relaxing and energising 
or  

L.I .A. Therapy Facial  by Heaven® Organic 
Skincare 

A unique healing massage to get your skin and your 
confidence glowing! 

 
Jean Hesketh  

 Hol istic Therapist / Tutor 
 

01691 690665 or 07753 108146 
Home visits can be arranged 

A Shropshire Quiz 
Compiled by Peter Shephard  
 
1. Which is the highest hill in Shropshire? 
2. What enters the county heading north and leaves it  
heading south? 
3. What Shropshire hill was once known as `Mount 
Gil bert ' ? 
4. What is the connection between Weston Rhyn and 
Shifnal? 
5. Where will you f ind Prince Moshueshue' s grave? 
6. Which Salopian died swimming rapids below Niagara 
Falls? 
7. Which town is named after the son of a Scott ish 
shepherd? 
8. Where is there a folly built  for an MP' s wife? 
9. What is a coffyne? 
10. Where was the location for BBC TV' s `Chronicles 
of Narnia'? 
11. Where was a king of Northumbria slain? 
12. Where will you f ind a reclining statue of Sabrina? 

13. What is the Shropshire connection with Aberystwyth 
University and Chequers (PM' s home)? 
14. Where was Charles Darwin born? 
15. Where will you f ind the heart of an Earl of 
Shrewsbury? 
16. Which Shropshire aristocrat kept bears in his house? 
17. What was Doctor William Penny Brookes famous 
for? 
18. Name the only `city'  in Shropshire. 
19. Who was the man lost in the snow and who 
eventually wrote a book? 
20. Where is A. E. Houseman buried? 
 

Send your answ ers to the Editor by 31st Jan 07  
to w in a ‘valuable prize’  

 
NB. The Editor ’s deci si on i s f i nal  i n 

all  puzzl es and competi tions 
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At the end of every party there is always a girl 
crying.                                              Peter Kay 
 
Women do not consider the following to be gifts:  
diet books, cooking utensils, cleaning products, 
petrol for the car, anything from the Pound Shop.
                                   Jeff Green 
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SPOTS BEFORE T HE EYES  
 

Are you seeing white spots?   
On a dark blue background?   
On a ribbon knotted into an L? 
 

Not yet, perhaps, but look out for them, they' re coming.  They are the badge of the newly-
formed national charity, The Lewy Body Society. 
What' s that? 
 

The Charity' s aims are the ªrelief if  persons living in the UK who are suffering from 
dementia with Lewy bodies (LDB - also known as Lewy Body Disease) and promotion of 
research, prevention, treatment and cure of the disease.º   
 

Lewy Body Disease is thought to be the second most common cause of dementia in the 
elderly.  It  causes dementia similar, but different from, Alzheimer' s disease, together with  physical changes 
similar to Parkinson' s disease.  A great deal of work has been focussed on it  in the last 10yrs or so, but it is st ill 
virtually unknown to the general public and even to many in the medical profession.  Accurate diagnosis is 
diff icult, but is important as some drugs that are useful for Alzheimer' s or Parkinson' s can be very harmful to 
DLB sufferers.  Public awareness is a good start.   
 

I  am really excited about the launch of the Lewy Body Society.  It  is sorely needed. Last autumn I was invited to 
the inaugural meeting, where I met the Chairperson, Ashley Bayston, a (woman) barrister who is putt ing aside her 
legal work to run the Charity.  I  have also met Professor.Ian McKeith, of Newcastle University, one of the 
world' s leaders in the subject and now the President of the Society.  I  believe them to be people of integrity who 
are dedicated, compassionate, energetic and determined.  With public interest and support, the Society will surely 
grow. 
 

Ashley has told me that they hope to have the website, www.lewybody.org up and running by the end of 
September. 
 

I f  you have any questions, please ask me.  If  I  don't know the answer, I know someone who will.  And when the 
white spots start to appear around the country, remember you heard it  here (almost) f irst and wave a ribbon for 
the Lewy Body Society! 
 

Meg Wilkes 01691 622466 
 

UK Registered Charity Number 1114579 
For further information: port ia@abayston.fsnet.co.uk 
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Most people now  recycle paper, glass and cans in 
their kerbside collection, but how  can you recycle 
other things.  Here’s w here to recycle them and 
also some interesting facts on recycling: 
 

Batter ies .  Both car and household batteries can 
now  be recycled at your local Household Recycling 
Centre. 
 

Cans .  All steel and aluminium cans can be 
recycled together w ith clean aluminium foil.   
Recycling steel saves 75% and aluminium 95% of 
the energy used to make the metals from raw 
mater ials.  Empty aerosol cans minus their lids, 
should be taken to can banks ONLY (not in 
kerbside collections for safety reasons).   
 

Chr is tm as  Cards .  You can recycle your old 
Christmas cards at W.H. Smiths or Tescos, for the 
Woodland Trust. 
 

Com puters  less than 6 years old can be 
refurbished by North Shropshire Furniture Scheme 
for use in the community or for raw materials. 
 

Foreign Coins .  Bring your unw anted coins to the 
Infolink or the Meres Visitor Centre for Help the 
Aged. 
 

Glass  can be recycled endlessly with no loss of 
quality.   Do not put light bulbs, f luorescent tubes, 
other glass w are and dishes, w indow glass etc in 
bottle banks or kerbside collections. These are 
made from different types of glass – putting these in 
could contaminate a w hole load. 
 

Green Was te. Card w hich is not coated but printed 
on like cereal packets and most packaging can be 
put in w ith garden w aste, but don’t forget to remove 
staples and packing tape. You could of course use 
a composter to recycle your green waste.  Pick up a 
leaflet from the Infolink for great deals on compost 
bins. 
  
Ink  Cartr idges .  The plastic used in a typical 
cartridge is expected to take up to 1000 years to 
decompose.  A spent cartridge can be reused or  
remanufactured betw een 3 to 7 times.   Bring your  
used ink cartridges (not Brother, Epson or recycled) 
to the Infolink for recycling in aid of the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind. 
 

Junk  Mail.  Call the Mail Preference Service 
Registration line - 0845 703 4599 or log onto 
www.mpsonline.org.uk.  The MPS can remove your  
name from up to 95% of Direct Mail lists. It w ill not 
stop mail that has been sent from overseas, un-
addressed material or mail addressed to The 
Occupier, and may take t ime to have an effect. 
 

Mobile Phones .  They contain lead, f lame 
retardants and beryllium w hich are highly toxic if  not 
disposed of safely.  The Infolink collects old mobile 
phones for the North Shropshire Furniture Scheme. 
 

Motor  Oil.  Never pour engine or fuel oil dow n the 
drain – it can pollute w ater courses and w ater 
supplies and harm w ildlife. Household Recycling 
Centres have oil banks for waste engine and fuel 
oil. It is processed into a heating fuel. 
 

Plas tic recycling banks accept: f izzy drink, w ater 
and beer bottles, milk bott les, detergent, bath and 
show er bottles.  It is made into drainage pipes or  
guttering.  They don’t accept: motor oil, garden or  
DIY chemical bott les, food trays, margarine and 
yoghurt pots, bottle tops, and any plastic w hich isn’t 
bottle shaped!  Stans shop have a plastic recycling 
bank.  Just 25 tw o-litre plastic bottles can be 
recycled into a f leece jacket.  Recycling one plastic 
bottle saves enough energy to pow er a 60 w att light 
bulb for six hours. 
 

Stam ps .  You can save up your used stamps for 
either the Oxfam Shop or  St. Mary’s Church (drop 
them off at the Infolink). 
 

Televis ions  and com puter  m onitor  screens  are 
regarded as hazardous w aste.  Household 
Recycling Centres now  have a recycling scheme for 
televisions and computer screens, which are sent to 
a specialist reprocesser.   
 

The nearest Household Was te s ite is at Maesbury 
Road, Osw estry.   Their w inter opening hours are:  
Monday to Sunday, 9am - 5pm.  They accept 
Plastic bottles, Timber Garden w aste, Glass, Paper, 
Fridges & freezers, Household appliances, Scrap 
Metal, Car oil and car batteries, Textiles & shoes, 
Cans, Cardboard, Fluorescent tubes, Household 
batteries. 
 
Nor th Shropshire Furniture Scheme collect good 
quality household items to redistribute them to 
people on low  incomes.  They w ill collect from the 
Ellesmere area.  Phone 01939 234222. 
 

If  you are bringing w aste to a site in a commercial 
type vehicle or w ith a trailer (not trade w aste) you 
will need a perm it.  These are available from the 
Infolink, online on the Shropshire County Council 
website - www.shropshire.gov.uk, or phone 0845 
678 9009. 
�

If  you have any queries about your household 
waste collection or recycling call the North 
Shropshire District Council helpline on 0845 270 
2640 or email recyling@northshropshire.gov.uk. 

� � � � � �� � � � � � �
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I gave my wife a brand new watch 
for Christmas ± waterproof, shockproof,  
unbreakable and anti-magnetic.  Absolutely 
nothing could happen to it.  She lost it.
                     Milton Berle 

Dear Hostess, I apologise for my 
behaviour at your dinner party.  I should 
never be allowed out in private. 
 

Randolf Churchil l 
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Speak to Abi  at her 
weekly `surgery'  @ 
Ellesmere Infol ink 

on Wednesdays  
2- 3.30 pm 
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El lesmere Br anch of  Shropshire Wildlife Tr ust  
 

 
The Branch celebrates its first  25 years – In 1981 a group of Ellesmere people with an 
interest in wildlife formed the Ellesmere Branch of what was then called The Shropshire Trust 
for Nature Conservation. The Branch soon took on the management of The Plantation, leased 
from the Duke of Westminster, and set about making improvements.  
Under the management of voluntary Warden Robin Jagoe, it  has been enhanced as a habitat for 
a wide range of native woodland trees, f lowers, animals and birds, as well as providing 
improved access for people. From the formation of the Branch, a programme of winter indoor 
meetings and summer outdoor visits have been popular. Our recent move to the Town Hall 

seems to have encouraged more to come to our meetings ± we now regularly have attendances of forty to eighty people. 
There are now well over a hundred households in the Ellesmere area who are members of Shropshire Wildlife Trust and 
county wide membership is approaching 9000 ± a figure that represents a considerable amount of support for wildlife 
and the countryside in the county. 
 
Bi rch Road Pond Reser ve - As many will by now have seen for themselves, much has been achieved during the early 
summer at the Shropshire Wildlife Trust' s little wetland reserve off Birch Road in Ellesmere. 
A viewing platform and boardwalks have been constructed by contractor John Harrison, who has done an excellent job. 
He also laid the all-weather pathways, which means there is now a circular walk around the pond. Although short, this 
route is surprisingly varied and gives views over the open water, as well as into the wetland jungle at each end.  
Wheel chair access is possible onto the viewing platform, although the uphill return journey across the recreation 
ground could be a hard push for some.  
We hope that the platform will also be used by groups for pond dipping. Please call the local Branch contact number 
below if you are involved with a group that might be interested in this activity that younger children especially find very 
excit ing. 
 
During the July/August drought, the water in the pond was reduced to a mere puddle, but when the rains came the water 
level quickly rose again. Several species of dragonfly took up residence, and a wide variety of plants have sprung up to 
hide the scars caused by the construction work. A good number of bird species have been recorded - house martins 
collecting mud for nest building, mallard and moorhen enjoying foraging amongst the water plants, and a brief visits 
from a heron and kingfisher, as well as tits, f inches, robins, nuthatch and woodpeckers in the surrounding trees and 
bushes. 
 
The only problem ± not unique to Birch Road Pond ± is dealing with the rubbish left by groups who visit for drinking 
sessions. So we have to clear up cans, bottles, cartons etc; at worst the cans and bottles are thrown into the pond to bob 
about there as unsightly blots on the tranquil scene. We have a rota of volunteers who undertake regular checks and 
clean-ups, and Ellesmere' s Community Support Off icer, Derek Morgan makes frequent visits, aimed at persuading 
those concerned to take their rubbish away with them. 
Still, we are very pleased with what has been accomplished, thanks to Lottery funding, and we hope that we have 
enhanced this corner of Ellesmere for the benefit of local people as well as for the wildlife.  
Brightly coloured leaflets about the Pond are available from local outlets, and if you want any further information, or 
indeed if you have interesting wildlife sightings to report, please call us at the contact number below. 
 
Our  Programme of  meetings for  2007 –  We have planned a wide-ranging series of illustrated talks given by local 
experts in a part icular f ield, often telling of their own personal experiences.  
These meetings are on the f irst Thursday of each month, starting at 8.00pm, and are held in Ellesmere Town Hall. 
Visitors and members are all equally welcome. 
 

4th January  Are We Nearly There? – a walk along the ancient Pilgrim Way of St James through France and Spain 
by Julia Jardine from Ellesmere 

1st February  10 000 Years of  the Mosses – Dr Joan Daniels makes a welcome return visit 
1st March  Aristocrats of the Ai r – Another outstanding presentation from professional birder and photographer 

Keith Offord 
5th April  Common Fiel d Meadow – creating a new woodland and wetland in a back garden! Peter Simmonds  

who lives by Frankton Locks explains how he did it  
3rd May  Muck , Magi c and Madness –  Charlotte Hollins from Fordhall Farm tells us the exciting story of how the 

family farm has been saved 
7th June  Visit  to For dhall Farm -  an opportunity to see what has been achieved so far by an enterprising brother 

and sister team 
 
For more information on our meetings, or any other aspect of Wildlife Trust activities please call David or Jane 
Farncombe on 01691 622497 
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Mere News thank Jean and Chris Hesketh  for sponsoring this page 

L akelands Tennis Club: provides 3 macadam courts. 
Contact head coach Peter Todd on 01691 657009 
 

Probus Club:  provides opportunity for retired businessmen 
and professionals to meet on social basis.  The club meets at 
the Comrades Club on the 1st and 3rd Thursday from October 
to April and the 1st Thursday from May to September at 
10.30am.  Contact Tim Potter 01691 624979 
 

Inner Wheel:  The Ellesmere 
branch of the ladies section of the 
Rotary Inner Wheel Club holds 
meetings at The Trotting Mare on 
the fi rst Wednesday of every 
month at 7.30 for 8.00pm. 
 

E l l esmer e An gli n g Cl ub :  
membership can be obtained from 
the membership secretary Hughie 
Humphreys at Ellesmere Angling 
Club PO Box 3, Ellesmere SY12 
OEH.  Day tickets for non 
members are availabl e from 
Millards newsagents, Mere Motors 
and Pretty Things.  General Secretary Kevan Busby, email: 
kevan@kbusby.wanadoo.co.uk 
 

Ellesmere Badminton Club: The Club meets on Mondays 
and Thursdays from 8.00pm to 10.00pm at Lakelands Sports 
Centre.  Contact Judy MacDonald 01691 690498. 
 

Ellesmere &  Dist rict Cage Bird Society: meets at the 
Comrades Club, Ellesmere on the last Tuesday of the month 
at 8.00pm. Contact 01691 623544 
 

Ellesmere Modellers - Group of Ellesmere Modellers:  
Model enthusiasts and their families meet at the Methodist 
Church Hall, at 8.00pm every 2nd Wednesday of the month, 
with extra workshop meetings during the winter.  Contact 
Trevor James 01691 671787  
 

Ellesmere Society:  Members of the Ellesmere Society take 
an active interest in the history and the buildings of 
Ellesmere. The Society meets at The Comrades Club on the 
3rd Tuesday of each month (except August) at 7.30pm. 
Secretary Barbara Moore 01691 623040 
 

Ellesmere Ring and Ride: is a door to door minibus service 
for people unable to use other forms of transport in 
Ellesmere and the surrounding vil lages. Booking Line 
weekdays: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm:  Tel: 0845 108 0588  
 

St Mary’s Church Bell Ringers: Practice nights are 
Fridays from 8.00pm until 9.15pm and Sunday morning 
ringing from 9.45am until 10.15am. Contact Terry Davies 
01691 622786 
 

St Mary’s Church Choir:  Practice Sunday mornings and 
singing at service Sunday 10.15am to 11.30am.  Contact 
Barry Draycott on 01691 777705 

Send us details of your club or society if we have not 
already featured it in this page. Contact the Advertising 

Manager  (details page 3) or email to: 
merenewsads@ellesmere.info.   

 

You can also have your club and events l isted for free on 
the offi cial Ellesmere web site  - www.ellesmere.info 

just send to admin@ellesmere.info  

Mer e Ambles:   meet every Tuesday at 11am and enjoy 
short informal walks around Ellesmere. The walks are 
approximately 45 minutes and we always walk at the pace of 
the slowest person. Contact David Farncombe 01691 622497 
 

Area 51:  Area 51 is a skateboard, roller blading and 
BMXing park primarily for young people over the age of 10.    
Meetings take place on Friday evenings between 7.00pm - 
9.00pm in the Market Hall, Ellesmere.   

 

Ellesmere Pigeon Fanciers Club:  
welcomes enquiri es from people 
interested in breeding, showing or 
racing pigeons. Contact 01691 
622867 
 

Ellesmere Guides: meet Mondays 
&  Wednesdays Contact Lois 
Thompson 01691 623764 
 

Ellesmer e Friends of  Hope 
H ou se:   C ont act  A veri l  
MacDonald 01691 622510 
 

Under ones Group: meet at Methodist Hall Wednesday 
mornings 10.00am to 11.30am 
 

Royal National L ifeboat Institution:  
Contact Mr Tony Watkin  01691 655894 
 

Ellesmere Rangers Football Club:  is an adult and junior 
football club with a first team in the West Midlands League 
and a reserve side in the County League. Secretary Margaret  
Dodd 01691 622031  
 
  
 

DEFEAT DEPRESSION  
SELF  SUPPORT GROUP 

Last  Thursday ever y month  10.30-12.30 
17a C r oss Street , Oswestry 

(above Tr avel  Care) 
Come and meet others and share your 

experiences over tea and biscuits 
Professional staff on hand 

 
Contact Bernie on 655465 or Nia on 679500 
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  At Lakelands School there has recently 
been set up a Green Gym,this is a gardening club.  Their aim 
is to grow pretty flowers and some produce they can sell and 
eat, they also want to give children the chance to exercise 
without doing sporting activ ities.   
 
The name Green Gym came from the green plants and 
exercise in the club.  This fantastic club is run by Mrs King, 
the music teacher, but the children do most of the gardening 
including James Brown the Head Gardener.  There are 
approximately thirteen students included in the club.  
 
Mrs King and other members of staff thought 
up the original idea.  The Gardening Club is 
g r o w i n g  s u n f l o w e r s , 
salad,beans,peas,potatoes etc.  mainly 
things y ou can eat (farm produce) there is 
also Mrs Bellis’s Bed(the R.E teacher) which 
contains flowers she gave the money for.  The Green Gym is 
planning to sell some of their produce! 
 
This f abulous club is on every lunchtime and is enjoyed by 
many  people! 
 
By Louise Norris and Lucy Roberts– Year 9 

Everyone knows The Automatics latest song, Monster. 
You could even go as far as saying it is the summer 
anthem of the year. We’re going to decide if their 
album, Not Accepted Anywhere, is as good as their 
latest chart busting hit, Monster, and if i t is worth your 
money. 
The album kicks off with a song called By My Side. This 
is a repetitive rocky song, very similar to Monster. If the 
album carries on like this, we’re not going to be 
disappointed. The subsequent songs do not disappoint, 
they’re all as rocky and head bopping as Monster and 
By My Side. 
�
� � � � �� � � � � �
This album is great! My 
favourite song on the album 
is Monster but all the other 
songs are great as well. The 
album is full of rock and 
definitely worth having a 
listen to full blast. 
�
� 	 
 � �� � � � � �
Monster is sti ll  my favourite 
song by The Automatic, however all the other songs on 
the album have met my expectations of this rocking 
Welsh band. I would definitely recommend this album to 
anyone, but in particular to anyone who likes to turn up 
their music loud, and party the day away. 
�
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As many readers are probably 
aware, the small, community-
owned castle at Whittington 
h a s b e e n  u n d e rg o i n g 
renovation � � � � � . There are 
unconfirmed rumours that the 
moat is being rebuilt to its 
original size, although there is no hint of this at the site 
as I am writing this. The castle, is a possible home of 
the Robin Hood legend. Although this is almost 
certainly untrue, it still  gives us something to think 
about as we gaze upon its majestic walls.  
 
By Steven Leggett– Year 9  
    

Brief Story 
Alex Rider is an ordinary boy until  his uncle Ian Rider 
dies su spiciously during work. Shortly after Alex is 
persuaded to become a spy for MI6 l ike his uncle. He 
is sent to Cornwall to spy on suspect, Herod Sayle. 
Sayle was planning on kil ling mil lions with a virus set 
into the Stormbreaker learning computers he was 
planning to launch… 
 

Characters 
Alex Rider, Ian Rider, Herod Sayle, Jack Starbright, 
Nadia, Mr Grin, Yassen Gregorwich, Alan Blunt, Mrs 
Jones. 
 

My Opinion (Good) 
This book was very easy to understand and you 
could keep track of the characters. The writer’s style 
was very good and could be based at people all 
ages, mainly children. 
Bad 
I don’t think the ending was very good because it was 
all very sudden and it makes you think 
the book hasn’t ended. 
 

Out of 10 
 
Events 9/10                 Beginning 8/10 
Style 9/10                    End 4/10 
Characters 9/10          Enjoyment 10/10         
 

Ov erall     
Overall I would definitely recommend this book to 
people above eight years old.         
 
By Rachel Hampson– Year 8 
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So, life went on as if  nothing had happened. A Corporal 
came into the hut and introduced himself. We were 
ordered to get into uniform and to pack up our civilian 
clothes for posting back to home! Army winter uniform 
at this t ime, was woollen vests and pants (hot and 
itchy), woollen shirts (ditto), blouses buttoned up to the 
throat and, of course, the boots. 
 

We had each been issued two pairs of boots, we were 
told to pick one pair for best and then came the 
demonstration. We were told to gather round one of the 
stoves and the corporal started to demonstrate the way 
the Army wanted the boots to be polished. 
 

He produced an electric iron which he plugged into the 
light f it t ing (there was only one powerpoint in each 
hut), borrowed a boot from one of the lads who had 
been an army cadet and so knew what was about to 
happen. The corporal proceeded to iron the dimples out 
of the leather on his toe cap and heel, having spread 
boot polish on f irst. Then, when the leather was smooth, 
he worked up a mirror f inish with spit and boot polish 
until the boot glistened. He then held the boot up for 
inspection, paused, asked for a window to be opened, 
then he slung the boot out of the window, onto a 
concrete path outside, so ruining his handywork. 
ªTwo lessons thereº said the corporal, ªone, that' s how 
to get the shine on your boots and two ± look after 
yourselves, trust no one!º 
 

Next came the sales pitch, he asked if any one of us had 
brought an iron in with him, one bloke said he had. 
ª You will need another one at least,º said the 
corporal .ª I can get you one from Camp Centre if  you 
likeº. The idea was, we all paid in a shilling and at the 
end of our month' s training we would have a raff le for 
the iron. Not a bad idea except that thirty of us would 
provide one pound ten shillings, an iron (very basic) 
cost about 19/11d at that t ime, so the corporal made 10/- 
profit  on the deal. These irons couldn't have been any 
simpler, there was no control of the temperature, they 
were either on or off and they would get so hot that we 

could (and did) make toast on them, so, to avoid any 
burning, the pressing had to be done over a damp cloth. 
 

After this litt le interlude, we were marched off to the 
cook house for the evening meal. We didn't expect very 
much and the meal fell short of our expectations! 
 

The meal was cheese sandwiches, two doorsteps of 
bread with best mousetrap cheese, so strong that it  bit 
back. Only one slice of the bread was buttered, the 
butter had been melted, and then put on the bread with a 
paint brush. There was buil ders'  tea to wash it down 
served from buckets with the milk and sugar already in 
it , so the choice was take it  or leave it. 
 

Then back to the hut for a lesson in bed making. Five 
blankets, two sheets (starched cotton and as stif f as 
boards) and one pillow. Sheets had only recently been 
issued into the Army, pyjamas came later (much later). 
Sheets were laundered weekly, one at a t ime, so in 
effect, they were washed fortnightly, blankets were 
laundered every blue moon, or so it  seemed. 
 

The bed making lesson wasn't to prepare for sleeping 
but to prepare for morning inspection. One blanket to 
cover the mattress, drum tight with hospital corners, the 
rest of the bedding folded in a pack to look like a club 
sandwich, blanket, sheet, blanket, sheet and blanket 
wrapped around in the f ifth blanket and the pillow on 
top at the head of the bed. 
 

The long and diff icult day came to an end at last with 
lights out. I  had made up my bed with the one blanket 
under me, the two sheets and two blankets on top. The 
other two blankets I folded under the pillow. The sheets 
were like ice, so I put my socks back on and sett led 
down to sleep. I stuck it for about an hour until the hut 
cooled down. These huts had no insulation and so lost 
their heat very rapidly, so out came the blankets from 
under the pillow to be piled on top of me and so I 
managed to get some sleep before the wakey-wakey 
bugle in the freezing black Yorkshire dawn. 
(To be continued.) 

� �� � � � � � 	 
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What I hate about off ice Christmas 
parties is looking for a job the next 
day.   
Phyllis Diller 

Christmas at my house is always 
more pleasant than anywhere else.  
We start drinking early. So when 
everyone is seeing only one Santa 
Claus, we' re seeing six or seven. 

W C Fields  
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now available by mail order from the author for £5 
plus £2 post and packing. Orders should be sent to 
Richard Snow, 1 Cornford Park, Pembury, Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent, TN2 4PW. Tel : 01892 825428. Cheques 
to "Richard Snow" 
  
John Henry Cound Brunt was born at Priest Weston, 
Shropshire and attended various local schools, before 
Ellesmere College. He set out to win the Victoria Cross 
and never knew he©d won it. He was killed in 1944, the 
day after his brave actions, whilst resting. He was only 
22 when he died. The new booklet with around 35 
illustrations follows his life from birth and schooldays 
in Shropshire, his holidays in Kent, to his service in the 
army in Tunisia and Italy, where he died. 
  

A brave and fearless young man who has many f itt ing 
memorials around the country. A man who was known 
as the "best civilian, off icer and gentleman in the 
battalion." This is his story, and it includes many 
personal references from those who knew him so well, 
including around 30 of his Ellesmere contemporaries. 
It also includes the story of the pub in Kent that bears 
his name!  
Thank you for your help. All the profits are being 
donated to a local charity, in Kent, called Compaid 
Trust, which helps disabled adults learn computer 
skills. 
  
Best wishes 
Richard Snow 
 
My name is Ray Jacks. I live in St Helens, Merseyside. 
I am researching my family tree, it appears my great 
great grandfather lived at Bishops House in Hampton 
Wood during the early 1800s. I am hoping you may be 
able to put me in contact with the Ellesmere historical 
society as I am keen to learn more about my family 
roots. 
                            
Ray Jacks 
(Received by email to ellesmere.info and reproduced here by 
permission of Mr Jacks.) 

 
Thanks for another most interesting issue. I shall be 
drawing Mr Brown' s art icle to the attention of the 
editor of the new edit ion of Pevsner' s Shropshire, as 
his research seems to draw to an end the silly rumour 
that Telford lived in/designed the canal in HQ building 
at Ellesmere. By the way, as a professional picker of 
nits, when in Scotland I frequently visited the 
TROSSA CHS! 
 
Hugh Battersby,  Ellesmere 

 

 
I  wonder if  we may use your magazine to try to trace 
some descendents of my husband' s father who may 
still be living in Ellesmere. 
 

We are trying to trace maybe grandchildren  of Emily 
and James Jones who lived in Ellesmere in 1901. They 
had several children, the youngest being born in 1901, 
Daniel Bartlam Jones. Emily had a sister Mary Jane 
who married Harold Tudor Jones in 1894 and between 
1901± 1904 they fostered a child. It looks as though 
they called him Harold Tudor as we know that he was 
entered into the local school in Overton, where they 
lived, as Harold Tudor. Harold Senior died in 1904 but 
the boy still lived with Mary Jane and was 
subsequently baptised as Harold Tudor in 1910.  
 

I t is this link that we are looking for, as Daniel and 
Harold were more or less the same age. Harold was 
born in December 1900 and  I wondered if the family 
was still around and maybe have some information on 
Harold, or photos. We would dearly love to hear from 
them. 
 

Harold was my husband' s father and, as in most cases, 
never asked any questions and it is only recently that 
all this came to light. We cannot f ind a birth cert if icate 
for him, so any help would be most appreciated, as we 
only have the baptism certif icate to go on.  
 

Mrs D Jones  
(Lewisham, London) 
 
A few words to say hello and hope things are going 
well.  
 

First thank you so much for mailing me the Mere 
News. You don©t know how much it means to me. 
Certainly am wishing the Mere News will be around 
for a long, long t ime. Enclosed you will f ind a donation 
to help keep this wonderful paper alive.  
 

As I said before Ellesmere is home to me and I st ill 
think of the stay at Oteley, also the wonderful people 
of Ellesmere± sitt ing on a bench at the Mere enjoying 
my f ish and chips. 
 

I f  things work well we plan to visit next year, God 
willing. In the mean t ime the best to you and yours as 
well as your staff. Doing one great job. 
 

Thanking you once again  
 
Luigi (Lou) C DeLillo 
Middletown, New York 
 
A booklet of 144 pages has been written and published 
on the life of Captain John Brunt V.C. It is written by 
Richard Snow, and is entit led "All for Valour". It  is 

Dear Editor………. 

This half page sponsored by Mrs D Jones (Lewisham) 
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Church Street, Ellesmere 
01691 622632 

 
Homely B&B 

 
Food served NoonÐ 8.30pm daily 

 
Quiz Nite ±Sundays at 8.30pm 

 
M eeting rooms 

 
www.ellesmere.info/redl ion 
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A.J. SUMNER &  SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
Proprietor: Paul Sumner 

 
For a Personal and Caring Service 

 
Private Chapel of Rest 

24 Hour Service 
 
 

Coronation Cottage 
Criftins 

Nr. Ellesmere 
SY12 9LN 

 
Tel 01691 690328 

or  
01691 623726 

 

Dave Dean 
Carpenter & Joiner 

 

35 years experience 
 

Doors to Decking 
Kitchens to Kennels 

Pergolas to Playhouses 
 

No Job Too Small 
Free Quotations 

Competitive Rates 
Tel: 01939 270766 

Mob : 07767 668500 
davedean@hotmail.co.uk 
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After  the heat  and colour  of  summer, a calmer  and 
more monochromat ic phase takes over  the gar den 
at  this time of  year. Shrubs and, in  parti cul ar , 
ever greens come in to thei r own as the showier 
annual s and perennials die back  for  thei r  win ter 
r est, before erupting again i n spring. 
 
Having provided a backcloth for the main stars during 
summer and autumn, evergreens now take centre stage 
to give shape and height in borders. T inged with hoar 
frost or peppered with snow, their seasonal forms 
grace many a Christmas card. Even on a dank and 
dreary day, gleaming wet evergreens reflect the 
available light. Shining holly leaves are a good 
example. Grey foliage, in contrast, can look chill and 
dishevelled during the damp winter months. 

When clipped, evergreens give a smart and orderly 
appearance, contrasting against the dark earth and 
skies. Neat hedges come into their own, a defining 
boundary between the cult ivated plot and the more 
unkempt nature of the surrounding countryside. 

Plants need not, however, be large to be effective and 
can be grown in pots for interest near the house. As 
long as its roots aren©t waterlogged, Box is a useful 
and obliging plant which is easily clipped into the 
shape of choice. A plant in a nice pot would make an 
interesting, and long lived, seasonal present. 

Equally seasonal, and an aptly named gift for a 
gardener, is evergreen Pieris japonica ÁChristmas 
Cheer©. Freely f lowering clusters of pink bells open 
extra early (at the end of December) in this variety. 
 
Although the familiar climbing Honeysuckles do litt le 
for the garden during winter, some of the less well  
known shrubby members of the family, perhaps-
surprisingly, are most effective at this t ime of year. 
Evergreen Lonicera nit ilda makes a good alternative to 
Box, being easy to clip and to grow in pots. For a 
cheering sight during dull winter months, try the form 
ÁBaggesen©s Gold© which has bright leaves. 

Lonicera x purpusii is a larger shrub, although much 
t idier than its climbing cousins and easily pruned to f it 
a convenient space. Semi-evergreen, it  looses its 
leaves just before its sweetly scented cream flowers 
emerge along purple-t inted stems. Our plant often has 
a f irst f lush of f lowers at the end of this month, then 
continues into March when it provides a welcome 
feast for early bees out foraging on a warm day. 

Although f lowering shrubs are scarce at this t ime of 
year, those braving the elements are often highly 
scented. Planted near the house or path, they lift the 

spirits in a season of relative scarcity. Daphnes are 
good examples. Hardy deciduous Daphne mezereum 
var. autumnalis f lowers from late autumn into spring. 
Amongst evergreen species, Daphne laureola is 
reputedly hardier than D. odora in this cooler part of 
the country. 
 
 
The less well known Sarcococcas are evergreen, 
compact and slow growing shrubs. They can be tucked 
into any shady corner yet their scent will also f ill the 
winter garden. 

Neat evergreen Skimmias often feature in winter tubs 
and planting schemes, together with pansies and ivies. 
One to look out for is Skimmia laureola which has 
aromatic foliage and sweetly scented f lowers, 
followed by black berries later in the year. 

Larger shrubs but relatively slow growing, deciduous 
witch-hazels make a colourful splash in January. 
Under planted with snowdrops and aconites, the trio 
makes an attractive cameo. Some hardy Cyclamen 
hederifolium can also be added to the scene; their 
dainty autumn flowers are followed by attractive ivy-
shaped foliage which then remains a feature right 
through the winter until spring. 

Cyclamen coum is also hardy, has beautifully marbled 
leaves - and f lowers during January. It  is, however, a 
much smaller plant than its autumn flowering cousin ~ 
so is easily swamped by larger neighbours. It  needs 
careful placing to do well and © mult iply. Ours- do best 
at the front of a sunny and well-drained border. 
 
January also heralds in the glory of the Helleborus 
hybrids as the new stems push upwards, opening into 
fat round buds of colour. Some of the f irst to show 
here are primrose yellow seedlings, closely followed 
by white and spotted varieties. Anticipation builds as 
the deep plums tend to f lower a month or so later, 
giving a long window of interest to a shady bed. 

A foretaste of spring is always welcome during the 
shortest days, after the glitz of Christmas is behind us. 
We appreciate our indoor bulbs f lowering at this less 
colourful t ime, part icularly Hyacinths with their heady 
perfume. Once over, the bulbs can be left in a 
sheltered place to die down, then kept to plant up or in 
the garden next year. 

And f inally, a present for the gardener who has 
everything - and a large garden! Young Wollemi 
Pines, recently discovered in Australia, are now being 
advertised as available for delivery, at a snip under 
£100. (www.wollemipine.co.uk) 

WINTER CH EER by Gil l Eleftheriou 




