- MERE & NEWS ;-

www.ellesmere.info/news

The community newspaper for Ellesmere and surrounding villages

ISSUE 34 Winter 2006-7

e A R
Mere Insides

_Curtain Up
IMayor's Message
+|Da Vinci Code?

|Puzzle Pages

Recycle it
Lakelands pages

Letters

T

¥ -

El'son Road, 2nd Mar ch 2006—pidure copyright Mere News f E e

Next Issue — Articles & Adverts in by 15th February 2007

The Editor: Terry Cartlidge, 28 Hill Park,
Dudleston Heath, Ellesmere
SY12 9LF
01691 690563

Production Team: Sue & Geoff Ardill 01691 624331

Jennie Roberts 01691 622595
Advertising Manager:  Margaret Lagoy ianni,

1 Church St,

Ellesmere Sy 12 OHD

07780988739

Adverts—merenewsads @ellesmere.info
Editorial—merenews @ellesmere.info

Iy

TANKIvE,

LW &

Mere News is printed by ABBEY WORKS of Shrewsbury I



Mere News Issue 34 page 2

Blakemee
Veterinary Certre
12 Tdbat Street
Ellesmere
Shropshire

SY 12 0HQ

Td: (01691) 622201
Fax; (01691) 622118

SMALL ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS
by appointment

WEEKDAY S
845am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 530pm —6.00pm

SATURDAYS
10.00am —10.30am

FARM & HORSEVISITS
AVAILABLE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE




Mere News Issue 34 page 3

Welcometo ‘Meae News No.34 Winter 2006. Thisissue marksthe gart of our twelfth year of publication and
tofollow on from the Editorial in Issue 33, | an more optimigic for thefutureof ‘MereNews both financialy,
and editorially, so inthisvein, | would liketo thank everyone whois, or has been, connected with the success of

‘Mere News .
S in no paticular order, we, the production team would like to thank:-

The Ellesmere Community Ched Scheme (Marke Towns Initiative) for finding us worthy of support. More
detail onthis generosty inthenext issue.

Ellesmere Town Council for its continuing financial support.

Chris Jobson, who hashad an article in almog every issue of the magazine His expeatise asa contributor is, of
course, well known.

San Horton, who has clodked up almost as many articles. Wemust apologise for not giving him credit for his
article* Asthingswere’ inMereNewsNo0.33 - blamethe Editor for not ottingthe error.

Gill Eleftheriou, for her gardening expatise, another contributor.
Charlie Edwards, our showhiz reporter, raninds me of acts | had forgotten!

David and Jane Farncombe for the crossword puzzles (the one in this issue does need some co-opedion from
al the family), andthenaure and wildliife reports.

An anonymous benefacdor for donaing copies of JW Nankivell's‘ Chgpters from the Higtory of
Ellesmere’ (now out of print), which will be on sale & Ellesmere Infolink for £5.00 a copy.

Anyoneelse, whose namel haven't mentioned, who hashad an articleor Iéter published in Mere News.
Our advertisers and distributors who continueto support our efforts.
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And personally my thanks goto all
the other membersof the production
team for al their hard work overthe
years, and for putting up with the
Editor for solong.

If you would like to sponsor a
page or part page please send
your contribution (cheques
payable to ‘Mere News’) to the
Editor or contact any member of
the production team — see front
cover for details.

S have awonderful Chrigmas and
we wish you all ahappy and

progerous New Y ear. — .
~ Full page £20,1/2 £10.1/4 £5
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A4 [ A5 | A6 | A7
per issue £45 | £30 [ £20 |£15
Please send your advet Feature position * £50 | £40 | £30 [£20
requirements with cheque Inside front or back cover
payableto ‘MeeNews to For 3issues £120 | £70 | £50 [£30
Margare Lagoyianni or any ——
member of the production Feature position £140 |£100 [ £70 | £40
team - address datailson front 2 :’
cover, S
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It svery nice when people 40p meinthe dred totell
me how pleasant it isto be raminded of the days of
Variety and tha they too, recall the names of the
artigstha | mention. Of course, all the glamour in
varigy was only seen from Front of House, backstage
was a differat gory. It was usually dusty, mugy and
smelled of greasepaint (2age make-up). Al, asyou
can imaginevey dark with theodd dim light on walls
just showing the way to the dressing rooms and in
many variey thearesthe dressng rooms left alot to
be desred, very often with just a cold water tap but
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| recall as ayoung ventriloquist, coming to teke part
in a show at the Garrison Theare, Park Hall. | was
about 9 years old, neve imagining tha many years
later | would live in Shropshird!!! How amazing life
is!!  Ancther coincidence hgppened to me in 1939.
My mum, who always encouraged me, took meto the
“Kingsway” cinema in Hoylake to teke pat in a
Talett Conted. In the same contes was a young man
called Eric Bartholomew who in laer years becane
Eric Morcombe. From tha talent conted | won a
week’ svarigy a the Hippodrome Ellesnere Port, but
I’ve an idea Eric Bartholomew went on to better
things!!! Especially when he teamed up with Emie
Wisemanin 194911

usually a ketle 2 hot water was
available!! Perhaps two chairs
and a gool and the usual dressng
room mirror surrounded with
electric bulbs, but always with
plenty of clothes hooks and
hangers for $age costumesetc.

Of course, ome theares were
better furniched than others,
Morcombe and Wise used to say
one of the beg theares was T he
Liverpool Empire which had
showers in the dressing rooms,
now that was luxury, but
whateve thefurnishings, good or
bad, there was always a magical
atmosphere during a show!
epecialy when the band druck
up!!!

Lots of readers have told me it

Now severa people have
asked me about the fird
Royal Varigay Performance
after the war - well tha was
on 5% November 1945, and
according to a report in the

“Sage” newspapa of tha
week, it was the firg time

Princesses Elizabeth and
Margaree had atended a
varigy performance and who
was on the hill & the London
Coliseum tha night?

Theprogranmeread likethis:
“The Nine Avalons — Duggie
Wakdield — Chuck O’ Neil —
Delya — 9d Feld & Jerry
Desmonde - Vic Oliver —
Maurice & Bona Colleano —
George Doonan — Will Hay —
Wilson Keppel & Betty —

was intereding to read abou the
last Royal Command Show before war was declared.
| know tha evey atig on the dage was aways
intereded in who was in a Command Show, from
chorusgirlsto top of the bill. Whatever your postion
on abill likethat it was always a nightto remember.

But, of oourse, when in 1939 war was declared,
varigy wasin a spin and many vaiey theares closed
for ashort period in fear of air raids. T here were no
Royal Command Variety Performances from 1939
until 1945 and it was some months into the war
before varigy found its feg again. But it was soon
realised that varigy shows woul d boost morale during
the conflid, so dowly varigy began to springto life
again. In fat, the war gave variaty a terrific boog
and enteatainment and laughter was the order of the
day!! S E.N.SA. wasformed” ENTERT AINMENT
NATIONAL SERVICE ASOCIATION” or, as mod
people know Tommy Trinder called it — “EVERY
NIGHT SOMETHING AWFUL"!!!

Anne Ziegler & Webster
Booth — Tommy Trinder. Thanks to the old book |
have called “Who's who in Varigy” (now out of
print) the orchedra tha night condded of 76
musicians under the baton of conductor Clem
Burston. So variety was booming again after the war,
but by theyear 1960 televison was prepaingto kill it
forever!!!

Morenexttime
Keep Smiling
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| cannot believe tha another year has passed since my lag Christmas message. 2006 has certainly been avery
eventful year in Ellesmere.

Our C.CT.V cameas ae at lag in place and running, we have been successful in our lottery bid for funding to
enable the enhancement of the Cremome Gardens and Mere frontage. The Old Dairy sSte has & last been

demolished and plans for the development are being submitted shortly.

The Community have once again worked very hard on delivering successful events, the Triathlon, the Regatta
the Carnival, Ellesmere Fegival, Lae night Shoppingto name but afew, and | would like to express grateful
thanksto everyone who has given their time and effort sto makethem all so successful.

| wish you all a Very Happy Chridmas and we will al look forwardto
2007 with aticipation of grea things to come in Ellesmere.

With Season Gregtings and Very Beg Wishes from,

Ellesmere Town Mayor N

ROY BRADLEY

PAINTER & DECORATOR
40 HILL CREST
ELLESMERE
SHROPSHIRE
SY12 0LJ
TEL 01691 623016
VAT regNo: 794 3169 93
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LLESMERE couple and regular Mee News

contributor Doris and Reginald Bond, of
Sanhan Drive Ellesmere have proved themselves a
Diamond couple dter reaching their 60 wedding
anniversary recently.

Having me & a Kent dance hall during the Second
World War, when Reg was a driver for the Royal
Army Service Corps, the pair fell in love and married
shortly after theend of the conflict, on October 5, 1948
before Reg was seconded to Egypt.

“We gtayed in touch with each other while | was away
during the war and we agreed to get married before |
went ou to Egypt and it wasn't very long after we had
me” said Reg, adding tha due to Doris being under
21, hehad to ask he parets pemission for he hand
in mariage.

Doris, a former cashie who regularly has poems and
other work published in the Mere News, said they had
enjoyed a quiet celebration & home with neighbours
and had the pleasure of a vist from their daughter,
who livesin Sotland.

“We had quite a few people coming in and out and
bringing us flowers and it was nice to just be & home
and celebrate quietly togethe” shesaid.

Reginald and Doris moved to Ellesmere more than 20
years ago, having had a caravan in Lyneal when they
lived in Burton-on-Trent; they fell in love with the
scenic Shropshire aea however and decided to
relocaeto Elleamere when Reg retired 21 years ago.

Everyone at the Mere News would like to offer
their best wishes to the happy couple.
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Poetry Corner—mrsp F Bond

A Happy Anniversary

We had an Anniversary,
We' d been married sixty years,
A longtimeto betogether,
S many gnilesandtears.
We did not have aparty,
Our families so wide spread.
But asthey couldn’t travel here
They sent flowers and presents ingead.
W e had good friends and neighbours
Who calledin ontheday,
To bring us their good wishes,
S pleasant all werethey.
We had somereally lovely cards,
Thepreties ever seen —
But highlight of thislandmark day
Wasthe gregtings from the Queen.
We also had some caneramen
From all our local pape's.
Mogt surprised & theinterest caused,
We did not expect such ceperd
All in all, amarvellous way to
Celebrate 9xty years, no less.
We mud thank al, who a thistime
Shared in our Happiness.

A Global Question.

Where has Autumn gonethis year —
Its November and trees are till green.

The beautiful golden October leaves

Seem few and far between.
| won't sy we haven't seemthem a all,

But they' venot been 0 widely spread,
Rambling through the woods today

We had lots of ‘green cove’ overhead.
The seasons are changing compleely,

They areall rolling up into one.
But maybethis Autumnal mildness,

Will alow us some winter sun.

A Mere Miss!

It must be ayear sncewe went inthe'pak’,
But we made it today, jud for alark.

It was such alovely sunny day,
Weredly enjoyedit in every way.

Though raher surprised when we looked & the

Mere,

Tha very few ducks seemed till to be

here.

Waer hens, Coats, pletiful Geese and Swan —
But where had all the Mallards gone?

Did we pick atimewhenthey’d just flown away?

Does anyone know — perhgpsthey’ |l say!
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The origin of The Knights of the order of . bhn of
Jerusalem isto be found inthe sixth century when the
Pariarch of Alexandria, . Johnthe Almsgiver, s up
hospitals in the Holy Land to help poor and needy
pilgrims. Afte theMudim conguest of the Holy Land
in 1023 the Benedictines were allowed to run a hostel,
dedicated to . Johnthe Almsgiver, for pilgrimswho
flocked to the Holy Places. This quickly developed
into a separae Order following the Augustinian Rule
with &. John the
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Chrigopher Jobson

cross. Both the Teamplars and the Hospitallers had
been given extensive pgoa privileges and absolute
independence of all giritual and temporal authority;
they were answerable only to the Pope himself who
charged them with the defence of the Holy Land. At
the height of their prospeity, before the Second
Crusade, it is said tha the Knights Hospitaller were
receiving revenue from nearly twenty thousand estaes
throughou Europe T he lands attached to each house
were placed under the

Baptist as their
paron. Peter Gerard
founded the order of
Hospitallers, and it
received Papal
recognition in 1113.
Grateful  pilgrims
and crusaders
provided the
consderable wealth
tha enabled the
Hospitallers to
acquire teritory and
estaes, not only in
the Holy Land but
also throughout
Europe. By the end
of the twelfth
century a
community  of
hospitallers was
running a large
infirmary near the
church of the Holy

Sepulchre. They
were able to
maintain five

control of a knight of
the order called a
preceptor.  With the
loss of their estaesin
the Holy Land in the
Crusades the Order
relocated firs to
Cyprus and then to
Rhodes. It was hee
tha they modified
their mode of warfae
and became a
maritime power.
They equipped fleds
of ships to transport
pilgrims and combat
Mudim piraes.

One of the hospitaller
preceptories was
founded between 1165
and 1187 & Haldon
on a ste donaed by
the lord of
Whittingon, himself a
knight hospitaller, in
return for the
provision of a

physcians and three
surgeons and avisting pilgrim in 1150 edimated tha
no lessthan 2000 sick pilgrims, including some lepes,
were cared for tha vyea. Gerard's successor,
Raymond, introduced further support for pilgrims in
the form of an armed esoort, which in time became a
military order of knights recruited from among the
crusaders of Europe. Thus the Order of &. John
imperoeptibly became a mixed order dedicated to the
care and protection of the poor. Unlike their rivals,
the Knights Templar, which was purely military from
the beginning, the Knights Hospitaller had three
digina classes of mambers. the military brothers, the
brothers infirmarians and the chaplains. T he brothers
wore a black habit with a white cross and the knights
wore, over their aimour, a red surcoa with a white

chaplain at
Whittingon Castle. Then another was founded in c.
1190 a Dolgynwal near the source of theriver Conwy
and this soon became an established hospice with its
own church dedicaed to Saint John the Baptid,
known as Yspytty Ifan. This preceptory had the
approval and support of Llywelyn the Great when he
came to power but there isno direct evidenceto show
that he founded it asisoften supposed. Neveatheless
Llywelyn donaed Ellesnere Church, which was part
of the roya wedding gift on his marriage to Joan, the
King s daughter. Fortunaely the text of Llywelyn's
charter making this donaion in 1225 has survived:
“Llywelyn, Prince of Aberffrav and Lord of
Showdon. Beit known by all mentha | have granted
and bestowed upon the community of the Hospital of
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Jerusalem at Dolgenwal and the brothers serving God
and &, bhn in tha place, the whole of the church of
Ellesmere for the need of the poor in Chrig.gc.”
Interegingly the donaion is to Y9ytty Ifan in his
own domain of Gwynedd rather than to the nearby
Halston preceptory. Dafydd ap Llywelyn surrendered
the valuable manor of Ellesmere to theking in 1241
shortly afte Llywelyn's deah but the church
remained in the possesson of the hospitallers of
Ysoytty Ifan. By the end of the cetury the
Preceptory of Dolgynwal had been united with
Halston, which became the adminidréaive centre for
the extensve Hogitaller esaesin north Wales. This
may havetaken place when theprior of the order was
vidting Walesin 1288. The gaff & Haldon included
apreceptor, a serjeant-a-ams, a corrodiary (probably
a sck person), two chaplains,
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undergoing restoration in 1904 acavity measuring 4ft.
in lengh, 1ft.8 ins. in width and 2ft.in depth was
found. The only accessto it is from the outside by
removing a gone 6% ins. in width s& beween two
large stones. The workmen found in this cavity two
earthen pipkins glazed with dark brown glaze, the
remains of a shoe or sandal, ©me fragmets of
maerial, mea and wood and about two barrow loads
of moig soil. Smilar discoveries have been made at
other churches, mog notably a . Mary's
Shrewsbury and Bishop’s Cadle. It is generally
believed tha these were souvenirs brought by
pilgrims fromthe Holy Land. The pipkins may have
contained water from the Jordan or the Sea of Galilee
and the sandal may have beentha worn by a pilgrim
when visting the Holy Places. The Hospitales
trangported shiploads of soil

eight household and farm
srvants, a seward and two
‘frary’ cleks The edde of
Ellesmere Church, laer known
as the manor of . John'sor S.
John's lands, included not only
the area around the church but
aso land in the townships of
Haughton, Colemere, Lyneal
and Crosemere. The total gross
income of the Halston
preceptory in 1338 was
£152.2s.6d of which £50 came

Access to cavity in

from the Holy Land and
disributed it to churches where
a parishioner had compleed a
pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
Sady the workmen discarded
the soil before its dgnificance
was readlized but no doubt
somewhere in the churchyard of
Ellesmere thee are dill some
fragments of the soil of
Paedine The pilgrin’s sandal

the church wall and the pipkin can gill be found

from the rents of 27 tenants and

the tithes of the peaple of Ellesmeae. It is recorded
that in 1415 a new preceptor required the tenants to
ered crosses on their houses and wear crosses ontheir
caps, as was common on Hogitaller esaes. The
members of the order were subject to the usual
monastic vows of poverty, chagity and obedience.
Slence was observed at night and during mealtimes.
The fastsand fead s of the Church were kept and the
daily office was said, even & sea

One of the Knights of the order was Gruffydd who
lived at Cae Howel in the parish of Kynaston who
came to be known as “Y Marchog Gwyllt o Gae
Howel” (the Wild Knight of Cae Howel). His son,
Gruffydd, who was known by the name *“ Griffin de
Kineneston” wasthe first member of the family to be
described “ of Ystog” (Socks). The Kynagon family
had acquired the Sodks farm and its land following
the death of David de Sodks in 1310. A farm near
the Socks caled The Soout takes its name from the
Welsh word Y spytty (hospital) and near to it some
fields are gill known as ‘the hospital fields . It seems
likely tha Gruffydd might also have managed this
property for the Hospitallers.

When thetower of Ellesmere Church, which had been
ereced by the Hospitallers in the 14th century, was

on display in the church.

note

Devotees of the Da Vinci Code might find it
intereging to note that when Philip 1V of France
brutally suppressed the Knights Templa and
persuaded the Popeto dissolve the order in 1310 the
property of the Templas was digributed to the
Knights Hospitaller. The daughter of Philip IV was
Queen |sabella of England who, aswe saw in the lagt
issue, held the meanor of Ellesmere and founded
Welshampton Church.

pictures by kind permisson of the
Rev. P. Edge, Vicar of Elleanere

&' ($&)
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(conti nued from issue 33- ‘ Asthings were’)

When the 1939-1945 War began, it was inevitable that
there would be vast changes in agriculture and in the
countryside in general. Firg and foranog was the
“ploughing-up” campaign whereby fame's were paid
two pounds per acreto plough up grasdand and grow
arable crops for either human or animal consumption.
Whea was the fird priority andto gg best resultsthe
crop needed to be sown in (say) the Ocober of one
year to be haveded in the summea of the next (i.e.
August).

During the long winter months, the crop would enjoy a
periodof dumber though would run therisk of damage
by frog unless covered by a blanke of snow. In amild
winter, the crop might well suffer damage from rabbits
which, whilgt living in adjoining woodands, “fed ou”
on the surrounding grass and arable fields. T o protedt
valuable crops, intensivetrgoping of rabbitstook place
at all times of the year. Seel soring traps (now long
snce oulawed) were non-seledive in their caches,
much of what they uncfficially oollected being classed
as“vermin” (ras, foxes, etc.).

Old records of 1942 reved tha the firg of the “new”
American grey squirrels were being caught but, sadly,
naive red squirrels which were living alongside the
greys were also being killed. The reduction in the
number of foxes led to an increase in ground-neging
birds such as pheasant and grey partridge, lapwing and
skylarks. Most of these hirds neg in padure fields
scheduled to be mown for hay in June or July therefore
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giving their young plenty of time to become strong on
the wing.

From about 1941 onwards, hay fields became fewer in
number due to the increase in acreage of arable crops.
Birds of various species could take advantage of root
crops for cover during the autumn and gubbles for
food duringthe winter.

A few words to explain the term“ hay meadow’. Hay
meadows were in dfed grass fields mown in the
months of June or July for the haveding of hay.
However, it was not only grasstha grew in them for
they also included clovers, both red and white, and an
assortment of wild flowers: mainly buttercups, but also
including ox-eye daisy, trefoil and — wherethe locaion
was favourable — bluebell s, ragged robin, common and
early purple orchids. Themain“ wild’ grasses growing
in a hay meadow were meadow foxtail, aesed
dogdtail, smocoth and rough galked meadow grasses
and perennial ryegrass.

The ploughing up of these hayfields to grow grain and
root cops veay lagely killed ou the atractive wild
flowers mentioned above though there were grea
increases inthe production of grassand cereal aops.

During and just after the war, farmers realised tha
there were substantial benefits to be had in wha
became known as “ley farming” i.e. ploughing up
grasdand, taking two or three draw or root crops,
heavily fertilizing and finally sowing much improved
drains of grasses and cloves. After another three
years, the procedure would be repeat ed.

In the early 1950s, greaer availability of imported
anima feedduffs led to great inaeases in the
production of poultry products and pigmea.
Eventually, over-production forced small producers
out of pig and poultry faming and left remaining small
acreage farmersto concentrae solely on dairying and
to dispense with pigs and poultry, specialig units of
which were continuing to increase in size.

Farmers were being grongly urged (by government
advisers) to apply more and more nitrogenous fertilizer
totheir grassfields to increase fodder production both
for grazing and to be preserved in the form of silage
for winter use. The abolition of the Milk Marketing
Board and a -called free market in milk caused
serious decreases in the price of the product causng
many farmersto give up production and méake their
land over to beef cattle over-wintered sheep from
Wales and afew horsesfor reaeaional use.

In the 1930sto 1950s, atownship of 1,500 acres may
well have had a dozen or more registered milk
producers — now only one or two remain. Buildings
and facilities on many farms now lie unused or are
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converted to other uses. This studion can only
produce imbalance in the countrysde. Nowadays
many farms, farm cottages and tha relic of a bygone
age, the small holding, are no longer occupied by
people with assorted agricultural skills. Can,
therefore those farmers ill in business aways be
certain of the availability of a few highly <illed
tractor drivers with their massve machines to deal
with all the ploughing, cultivaing, sowing and
harvesting necessary? Not to mertion, of course, the
care of livesodk which, in bigger units, are more
likely to be susceptibleto disease?

These modern methods denate progress but what of
the longterm fuure? I's pat of the countryside to be
used for intensive agriculture whilst the remainder is
to be turned into country parks and vaious other
leisure facilities? Or can, by information, education
and plain good sense, the countryside be returned to
somehing like its appearance of around three
quarters of a century ago, to a vida of well
maintained woodlands, of hedgerows and ponds, of
ancient o&ks and mashy places + locaions where
wildlife can flourish safe from poisonous chemicals
and showers of durry, but backed always by a
productive, progperous and well balanced agricultural
industry?
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The canal age at Ellesmere
by Peter Brown

(continued from issue 33- gpologies tha we could not
fit thisfinal part in our last issue)

Ellesmere®firs canal age ended when thefird part of
the Oswedry, Ellesmere & Whitchurch Railway
opened from Whitchurch to Ellesmere in 1863. (The
extenson to Osnvestry opened the following year, two
days after the roue had become part of the Cambrian
Railways). Not tha the cana ceased to be
commercia - the Shropshire Union continued to trade
actively until the Firg World War - but the canal was
no longer the prime means of medium and long
disancetransport.

A basic measure of the effedt of the coming of the
canal would be by how much the population
increased. However, in the case of Ellesmerethisis
difficut to assess because the civil paridh of
Ellesmere contained many of the surrounding villages
as well as the town itself. The census for 1841
showed a populaion of 6,602 for thewhole parish but
only 2,326 for the town. Not until 1831 was thetown
populaion shown separaely again, and by then it had
reduced to 1875. (it then remained virtually
unchangedthrough to 1931.)

I finish Primary school next year. | will have been & Primary School for nearly twenty years. | have learned ©

much and always look forward to September which signifies new beginnings, new teachers, new friends and above
all new bookd!!

At primary schools in Greece children are given their books. These are pgperbacks and with all the wear andtear
soon look prety battered. Parents were asked to cove the bookswith gicky backed plagic, label them and put in
ribbonsto aa asbookmarks. Each child would come home on the fird day with six books £ one for language, one
for mahematics, one for literaure, one for science, one for hidory and one for RE. Multiply tha by three - well
hopefully you can dothemahs. Thiswould be repeated as new books were given to the children - four intotal for
English, two for mahemaics. A good deal of homework was given and exped aions were high.

Here in England we prety much g out of doing homework. Parents are given large books which contain the
“homework policy' of the school. This explainsthat parents are expedted to help and guide their children through
the homework process. A difficult thing for working parentsto do. Mod paents would feel much better if there
was a daily or weekly workshed with a clex aim in mind. It's OK telling parents "Oh this | how we teach it
nowadays. You should help your children in this way othewise you will confuse them." Who's being confused
here?

| facethe lag yea of Primary school with sadness but no regrets. | have always done as | was told and my six
children have never log ou. We have experienced bouts of bullying and my children have comehome in tears on
morethan oneoccasion. Weshall now face secondary school together for the lag time  But tha is another qory.

Jointhedebate. Wha are your views on the Homework policy & your child s or grandchild' s school? Doesit work
or not? Contad uswith your views.
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What's on around The Mere -Autumn 2006

Blesmere Heritage Project
The Heritage Lottery and BIG Lottery have awarded Shropshire County Council and Elles mere Tow n
Council £53,000 to w ork up detailed designs for the park. They have also granted a stage one pass for
£1,133,000. This means that if w e can get the designs right and show how w e are going to conserve the
heritage landscape and buildings, improve access and increase people’s know ledge of the heritage in
the park wew ll receive the £1.1 million to make significant improvements. We w elcome your ideas and
you'll have a chance to comment on the detailed proposals during 2007.
For more information contact Angela Jones, Countryside Manager.

Who is already helping out? Volunteering

We already have a number of groups that help out
around the Mere.

Blesmere Opportunities are helping to maintain
our box hedge w ith w eeding and mulching.
Derwen College are helping with the Active
Woods scheme in installing steps and handrails.
Volunteer Site Rangers they are the eyes and
ears of the site. They report any problems on site
and help w ith various events and tasks.

We have many volunteering opportunities that you
may like to get involved in both practical and
helping w ith the many activities that take place. If
youw ould like more information please contact
our office.

We also have community projects that you may
want to get involved in like the Tree Warden
Scheme or Parish Planning.

Work around The Mere.
Our autumn w ork programme has begun. There will be w ork connected to the Active Woods scheme
replacing handrails, steps and levelling the path in the Arboretum and Castlefields area.
Areas around the Mere and the Moors will be strimmed and some scrub will be removed. The bare
areas most notably around the bandstand and by the newly planted handkerchief tree are being
reseed w ith a grass seed mixture.
As soon as the leaves have fallenw e will be leaf blow ing the paths w ithin the w oods. Leaves have
been blow n annually and it does seemto stop the paths becoming too muddy.

Contact details: (i
Conservation & Ranger Team g
Countryside Service

Swan Hill, Ellesmere SY12 0DQ

Tel: 01691 624448

Email: countryside.conserv ation @shropshire<cc.gov.uk

Website: www .shropshire.gov .uk

o P& G

AT Vehicle Repairs
W Unit H
Cargotec Industrial Park
/ Elson

Ellesmere SY12 9JP

Servicingb MOT'’s
Petrol and Diesel
Tyres, Exhaust
Call now for details 01691 622849
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Jofns Rerdymen Servies

Limericks as in the example below, using as your firg Property & Garden
line:- Mailntenance.

aA Lady fron Ellesmeresaid .....”

L andscaping & Paving.
A Lady from Ellesmeresaid , 2 Dea,

Chrismasis getting quite nea,

S aweek inthesun,

With Sangria and Fun,

Would be nice for a present this yea®. John Hawkins

Her husband said, 2 Dear | regre, |_Y(§)(l)JaI.‘|

Y our wish cannot really bemd,

I'm int, © I've bought you Handyman
Some saucepans, all brand new,
Gift wrapped and threein the sa!°

Fix it beforeit gets worse

Good luck, I'm sure you can do much better! (01691) 690780
(Closing dateb 314 January 2007)
Terry Cartlidge www. johnshandyman.uk linux.net

1. Alex and Georginawere born & the same hour of the same day to the samemother in the same hospital. They have
the samefahe and ye they arenottwins. Why?

2. Which iscorred, 2all fish have warm blood® or 2 al fish ae warm blooded®?

3. How many grooves werethere on an old fashionedvinyl record?

4. Before 9r Richard Burton atemptedto discover the source of the Nile wha was the world slonged river?

5. The Shamans of Central Asa knew of an ancient and ingenious means of passing right through solid walls.
Wha wasit?

6. Wha has21 spotsbut isneve ill?

7. Arethere eathquakes on the Moon?

8. 9d Lightly always moanstha if only peopletoldthetruth he would sell more of his goods. Wha did he sell?
9. Wha does nobody want but nobody wantsto lose?

10. How many times can you subtradt the number 2 from the number 467? ‘.\1.
=
— e s e g . ﬂ"?’
.
;:_ :- ;i;?‘:i' $
PA. M ENSA QUIZ ANSW ERS
jo enbus)aid v 9
‘Ofy wo U} ‘Joog vV 'S
At every party there are two Buroeigns ae r?o’( SIIN3YL v
kinds of people * those who By} Ble 's0uO 0T |pIs
want to go home and those who ‘Yypol1askd ‘6 Udes uoauo ‘om| ‘g
don't. The trouble is, they ae 'SOMED /ﬁepuula "papoo|q P00
usually married to each other. P ‘ .
Ann Landers l0jsspwed '8 ak ysy BYIBN ¢
'so%enbuoco |\ GON L sp|du jo Bs
I ‘Golp eljoomioe oyl T
# I
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FAMILY CROSSWORD by David Farncombe

This one will probably need input from all thefamily.
The cluesall refer tofictional charadte's, placesand
themes, andthey are draightforward raher than ayptic.
Thereisavaluable prize of course for alucky winner,
and the closing dateis 314 Jan 2007. Good luck!

Across
1 The bear from Nuwood (6)
4 2aBeyondtheBlack ........ ° + anovel by Nevil
Shute (5)

8 Eponymous characterin aplay by Ibsen (4,4)

9 Atele of tall talest and a guinea pig (4)

10 The Seeping Bealty (6)

12 Surnameof the Flintdones neighbours (6)

14 Sometimes adopted by an author in place of
their real one(3,4)

17 See 1ldown

18 Someof theanimals who take over T oad Hall

(6)

20 Sugar ........ Fairy (4)

21 An impecunious favourite of Dickend (8)

22 Surnameof Little Nell (5)

23 Thesguire sson in2The Trumpe Major® by

Hardy (6)

Down

1 & 17across Hefell adeep fortwenty yearsinthe

Catkill Mountains(3,3,6)

2 Liteaurein merical form (6)

3 The?Swallows ° cabin boy (5)

5 LittleMiss............. - Roger Hargreaves (7)

6 Non-magical folk (7)

7 Original title of George Lucasfilm (4,4)

11 Freydsreldive in°T hePardey Parcel® by

Elizabeth Amold (4,4)

13 A chaader in2The Borrowers Afield® (7)

14 Pocke Mongters (7)

15 A.A. Milne characte with many friends and

relations(6)

16 Egyptian god of life, death and fertility (6)

19 Dak ...... by Miller Lau (5)
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Send your completed crossword to the Editor
(address on front cover)

Answersto Crossword Issue 33

Across. 1,16dn Cremorne Gardens 5, 14dnlde of
Wight 9noteld 10 cleng 11 dirge 12 Russan

13folly 15egret 20rewrite 22 Raes 24 ingot
25thedre26 eas 27inasaad

Down: 1 Canada 2 enter 3oil well 4naure
6 seasde 7engine 8ices 14 seebac 16 seelac
17 cuise 18 Newton 19 ascend 21 into 23tota

| ssue 33 Puzzles Winners
Congratulationsto the winners of our ‘valuable prizes

Crossword
Pam Edwards, Soar Bridge, Ellesmere

Genera Knowledge Quiz
Mrs BarbaraW hittaker, Oak Drive Ellesmere

sending SAE to Editor or on www.ellesmere.info

Caption Competition
Mrs D Bussey, Trimpley, Ellesmere
“ Isthisthe way to Elles-mer-illo?”

Sorry we don®haveroom for theanswersb available by

@er food isnot goprecided a Christm@

makes the little ones cry and the old ones
nervous. Oliver Wendell Holmes

Mail your parcels ealy 2 tha the Pog office

can losethan intimefor Chrigmas.
I

Bernard Manning
N7

o !

0

:-345'::]‘
A

p:
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A Shropshire Quiz

Compiled by Peer Shephard

1. Which isthehighed hill in Shropshire?

2. Wha entersthe county heading north and leavesit
heading south?

3. Wha Shropshirehill was onceknown as “Mount
Gilbert'?

4. Wha isthe connection between Wegon Rhyn and
Shifnal?

5. Where will you find Prince Moshueshue' s grave?

6. Which Salopian died smimming rapids below Niagara
Falls?

7. Whidch town isnamed after the son of a Scottish
shephed?

8. Wheeisthee afolly built foran MP swife?

9. Wha isacoffyne?

10. Where wasthe locaion for BBC TV's "Chronicles
of Nania'?

11. Where was a king of Northumbria dain?

12. Where will you find areclining staue of Sabrina?
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13. Wha isthe Shropshire connection with Aberygwyth
Univergty and Chequers (PM's home)?

14. Where was Charles Darwin born?

15. Where will you findthe heat of en Eal of
Shrewsbury?

16. Which Shropshire arigocra kept bearsin his house?
17. Wha was Doctor William Penny Brookesfamous
for?

18. Nametheonly “city' in Shropshire

19. Who wastheman log inthe snow and who
eventually wrote a book?

20. Where is A. E. Houseman buried?

Send your answ ers to the Editor by 31st Jan 07
towin a ‘valuable prize’

NB. The Editor’'sdecisionisfinal in
all puzzles and competitions

%

AT the end of every party there is dways a g™
arying. Peter Kay

Women do nat consider the following to be gifts:

diet books, cooking utensils desning products,

petrol for the car, anything from the Pound Shop.
Jeff Green

Tranquillity

Healing and Well Being for the Mind, Body and Soul

A lovdyidea for giving thisChrigmas

Give a personalisd gift voucher from Tranquillity

Availabefor:
Re ki ~calming, rdaxing and energisng
or
L.I.A. Therapy Facial by Heaven® Organic
Skincare

A unique healing massage to get your skin and your
confidence glowing!

Jean Hesketh
Holistic Therapist / Tutor

01691 690665 or 07753 108146
Home visits can be arranged
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SPOTS BEFORE THE EYES

Are you seeing white ots?
On adark blue background?
On aribbon knotted into an L?

Not ye, perhgps, but look out for them, they' re coming. They are the badge of the newly-
formed naional charity, TheLewy Body Socigy.
Wha' stha?

The Charity's aims ae the 2relief if persons living in the UK who are suffering from
dementia with Lewy bodies (LDB - aso known asLewy Body Disease) and promotion of
research, prevation, tretment and cure of the disease.©

Lewy Body Disease is thought to be the second most common cause of dementia in the
elderly. It causes dementia smilar, but diffeent from, Alzheime's disease, together with physical changes
similar to Parkinson's disease. A grea deal of work has been focussed on it in the lag 10yrsor o, but it is ill
virtually unknown to the geneaa public and even to many in the medical professon. Accurde diagnoss is

difficult, but isimportant as some drugs that ae useful for Alzheimer's or Parkinson's can be very hamful to
DLB sufferers. Public awarenessisa good dart.

| am really excited about the launch of the Lewy Body Society. It issorely needed. Lag autumn | wasinvited to
the inaugural meeting, where | met the Chairperson, Ashley Baygon, a(woman) barriger who is puting aside her
legal work to run the Charity. | have also ma Professor.len McKeith, of Newcastle Univesity, one of the
world sleadersin the subject and now the President of the Society. | believethemto be peopleof integrity who

are dedicated, compassonae, energetic and determined. With public interest and support, the Socigy will surely
grow.

Ashley hastold me tha they hope to have the webste, www.lewybody.org up and running by the end of
September.

If you have any questions, please ak me. If | don't know the answer, | know someone who will. And when the

white spots dart to gopear around the country, remember you heard it here (almog) fird and wave aribbon for
the Lewy Body Sociay!

Meg Wilkes 01691 622466

UK Registered Charity Number 1114579
For further information: portia@abay g on.fsnet.co.uk
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Most people now recycle paper, glass and cans in
their kerbside collection, but how can you recycle
other things. Here's where to recycle them and
also some interesting facts on recycling:

Batteries. Both car and household batteries can
now be recycled at your local Household Recycling
Centre.

Cans. All steel and aluminium cans can be
recycled together with clean aluminium foil
Recycling steel saves 75% and aluminium 95% of
the energy used to make the metals from raw
materials. Empty aerosol cans minus their lids,
should be taken to can banks ONLY (not in
kerbside collections for safety reasons).

Christmas Cards. You can recycle your old
Christmas cards at W.H. Smiths or Tescos, for the
Woodland Trust.

Computers less than 6 years old can be
refurbished by North Shropshire Furniture Scheme

for use in the community or for raw materials.

Foreign Coins. Bring your unw anted coins to the
Infolink or the Meres Visitor Centre for Help the
Aged.

Glass can be recycled endlessly with no loss of
quality. Do not put light bulbs, fluorescent tubes,
other glass ware and dishes, window glass etc in
bottle banks or kerbside collections. These are
made from different types of glass — putting these in
could contaminate a w hole load.

Green Waste. Card w hich is not coated but printed
on like cereal packets and most packaging can be
put in with garden w aste, but don't forget to remove
staples and packing tape. You could of course use
a composter to recycle your greenwaste. Pick up a
leaflet from the Infolink for great deals on compost
bins.

Ink Cartridges. The plastic used in a typical
cartridge is expected to take up to 1000 years to
decompose. A spent cartridge can be reused or
remanufactured between 3 to 7 times. Bring your
used ink cartridges (not Brother, Epson or recycled)
to the Infolink for recycling in aid of the Royal
National Institute for the Blind.

Junk Mail. Call the Mail Preference Service
Registration line - 0845 703 4599 or log onto
www.mpsonline.org.uk. The MPS can remove your
name from up to 95% of Direct Mail lists. It will not
stop mail that has been sent from overseas, un-
addressed material or mail addressed to The
Occupier, and may take time to have an effect.
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Mobile Phones. They contain lead, flame
retardants and beryllium w hich are highly toxic if not
disposed of safely. The Infolink collects old mobile
phones for the North Shropshire Furniture Scheme.

Motor Oil. Never pour engine or fuel oil dow n the
drain — it can pollute water courses and w ater
supplies and harm wildlife. Household Recycling
Centres have oil banks for waste engine and fuel
oil. It is processed into a heating fuel.

Plastic recycling banks accept: fizzy drink, w ater
and beer bottles, milk bottles, detergent, bath and
shower bottles. It is made into drainage pipes or
guttering. They don’t accept: motor oil, garden or
DIY chemical bottles, food trays, margarine and
yoghurt pots, bottle tops, and any plastic w hich isn't
bottle shaped! Stans shop have a plastic recycling
bank. Just 25 two-litre plastic bottles can be
recycled into a fleece jacket. Recycling one plastic
bottle saves enough energy to pow er a 60 w att light
bulb for six hours.

Stamps. You can save up your used stamps for
either the Oxfam Shop or St. Mary’s Church (drop
them off at the Infolink).

Televisions and com puter monitor screens are
regarded as hazardous w aste. Household
Recycling Centres now have a recycling scheme for
televisions and computer screens, which are sent to
a specialist reprocesser.

The nearest Household Waste site is at Maesbury
Road, Oswestry. Their winter opening hours are:
Monday to Sunday, 9am - 5pm. They accept
Plastic bottles, Timber Garden w aste, Glass, Paper,
Fridges & freezers, Household appliances, Scrap
Metal, Car oil and car batteries, Textiles & shoes,
Cans, Cardboard, Fluorescent tubes, Household
batteries.

North Shropshire Furniture Scheme collect good
quality household items to redistribute them to
people on low incomes. They will collect from the
Ellesmere area. Phone 01939 234222.

If you are bringing w aste to a site in a commercial
type vehicle or with a trailer (not trade w aste) you
will need a permit. These are available from the
Infolink, online on the Shropshire County Council
website - www .shropshire.gov.uk, or phone 0845
678 9009.

If you have any queries about your household
waste collection or recycling call the North
Shropshire District Council helpline on 0845 270
2640 or email recyling@northshropshire.gov.uk.
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ngen Tree Care bO'

ROGER OWEN
WHITEHOUSE, VICARAGE LANE, KINNERL
NR OSWESTRY, SHROPSHIRE SY10 8DE

Tel: (01691) 682008
M obiles 07980 626998
Email: rowen.tree.care@btinternet.com

FULLY INSURED

Dear Hostess, | apologise for my
behaviour & your dinner paty. | should
never be dlowed out in private

Randolf Churchill

| gave my wife a brand new waetch
for Christmas = waterproof, shockproof,
unbresk able and anti-magnetic. Absolutdy
nothing could happen to it  She lost it
Milton Berle

NPTC QUALIFIED
ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY

FREE QUOTATIONS

Soeak to Abi at her
weekly “surgery’ @

Ellesmere Infolink
on Wednesday s
2-3.30pm
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Ellesmere Branch of Shropshire Wildlife Trust

The Branch celebrates its first 25 years — In 1981 a goup of Ellesmere people with an
intereg in wildlife formedthe Ellesmere Branch of wha wasthen cdled The Sropsire Trud
for Naue Conservaion. The Branch soon took on the management of The Platation, leased
from the Duke of Wedminger, and s alou makingimprovements
Unde the management of voluntary Warden Robin Jagpe, it has been enhanced asahabita for
a wide range of ndive woodand trees flowers animals and birds, as well as providing
improved accessfor people. From the formation of the Branch, a programme of winter indoor
meeings and summer oudoor vists have been popular. Ou recet move to the Town Hall
seemsto have encouraged more to cometo our megtings+ we now regularly have atendances of forty to eighty people.
There aenow well over ahundred households in the Ellesmere aeawho aremembersof ShropshireWildifeTrud and
couty wide memberhip is approaching 9000 + a figurethat represmts a consderable anount of support for wildlife
andthe countrysice inthe county.

Birch Road Pond Reserve - Asmany will by now have seen for themselves much hasbeen achieved duringthe early
summe a the ShropshireWildifeTrug' slittlewetlandresave of f Birch Roadin Ellesnere

A viewingplatform and boardwalkshave been congruated by contractor bhn Harison, who hasdonean excellent job.
He alo lad the all-weaher pahways which meansthere isnow a drcular walk aroundthe pond Although dort, this
roue issurprisingly varied and givesviewsover the open water, aswell asintothe wetland junglea each end.

Whed dhair access is possble onto the viewing plaform, although the uphill reum journey acrossthe recreation
growund could be ahard push for some.

Wehape tha the platform will also be used by groups for pond dipping. Please cdl the local Branch contact number
below if youare involved with agrouptha might be intereged inthisact ivity theat younger children egecially findvery
exating.

Duringthe July/August dought, the water in thepond wasreducedto amere puddle, but when therainscamethe water
level quickly rose again. Severd speciesof dragonfly took up residence and awidevaiey of plattshave sprung up to
hide the scars caused by the congrudion work. A good number of bird species have bemn recorded - house matins
collecting mud for neg building, mallard and moorhen enjoying foraging amongg the wate plants and a brief vists
from aheaon and kingisher, as well astits, finches, robing nuha ch and woodbeckers in the surrounding trees and
bushes.

The only problem = not uniqueto Birch Road Pond+ is deding with the rubbish It by groyos who vist for diinking
sessons. o we haveto clear up cans, bottles, catons ec; a word the cansand bottles arethrown into the pondto bob
abou there asunsgttly blots on the tranquil scene. We have a rota of volunteers who uncertake regular chedks and
clean-ups and Ellesmeeé s Community Support Officer, Derek Morgan makes frequant vists, aimed & persuading
those concernedtotaketheir rubbish away withthem.

Sill, we are vay pleased with what has been accomplished, thanksto Lottery funding, and we hope tha we have
enhancedthiscormer of Ellesmereforthe benefit of local people aswell asforthe wildlife

Brightly coloured ledflets alout the Pond are available from locd outles, and if you want any further informetion, or
indeedif youhaveintereding wildife sightingsto report, please cdl usa the contact number bdow.

Our Programme of meetings for 2007 — Wehave planned awide-ranging series of illustratedtalks given by local
expatsin apaticular field, oftentdling of their own perond experiances.

These medings are on the fird Thusday of each month, darting & 8.00pm, and are held in Ellesnere Town Hall.
Vistorsandmembersaeall equally welcome.

40 Bnuay Are We Nearly There? — awalk alongthe ancient Pilgim Way of & Jamesthrough France and Spain
by JuliaJardinefrom Ellesnere

1st Felruary 10 000 Years of the M osses— Dr Joan Danielsmekesa welcomereturn vist

1stMach Aristocrats of the Air — Another oudanding presentaion from professional birder and photographer
Keith Offord

50 April Common Held Meadow — creaing a new woodand and wetland in a badk garden! Peer Smmonds
who lives by Frankton L ocksexplanshowhedid it

3dMay Muck, Magicand Madness— Charlotte Hollinsfrom Fordhall Farmtells usthe exciting g ory of howthe
family fam hasbeen saved

7t June Visit to Fordhall Farm - an opportunity to seewha has been achieved o far by an enterprising brother
and 94 & team

For more informaion on ou medings, or any othe aped of Wildlife Trug adivities please cdl David or Jne
Farncombe on 01691 622497

== The

Lotters Fund . ountryside (n Nationwide
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Lakdands Tennis Club: provides 3 macadam courts.
Contact head coach Peter Todd on 01691 657009

Probus Club: provides opportunity for retired businessmen
and professionds to meet on socid basis. The dub medas a
the Comrades Club onthe 1% and 3" T hursday from October
to April and the 1* Thursday from May to September a
10.30am. Contact Tim Patter 01691 624979

Innee Whed: The Ellesmee
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Mee Ambless. med every Tuesday & 1lam and enjoy
short informd waks around Ellesmere The waks are
goproximatey 45 minutes and we dways wak a the pace of
the slowest person. Contact David Farncombe 01691 622497

Area 51. Area 51 is a skaeboard, roller blading and
BMXing pak primarily for young people over the age of 10.
Medtings take place on Friday evenings between 7.00pm -
9.00pm inthe Market Hdll, Ellesmere.

branch of the ladies section of the
Rotay Inner Whed Club holds
meetings & The Trotting Mare on
the first Wednesday of every
month a 7.30 for 8.00pm.

Ellesmere Angling Club:
membership can be obtained from
the membership secretary Hughie
Humphreys a Ellesmere Angling
Club PO Box 3 Ellesmere SY12
OEH. Day tickets for non
members are avalable from

DEFEAT DEPRESSION
SELF SUPPORT GROUP

Last Thursday every month 10.30-12.30
17aCross Street, Oswestry

(above Travel Care)
Come and meet othersand shareyour

experiencesover tea and biscuits
Professonal staff on hand

Contact Bernie on 655465 o Niaon 679500

Ellesmere Pigeon Fanciers Club:
welcomes enquiries from people
interested in breeding, showing or
racing pigeons. Contat 01691
622867

Ellesmere Guides: mest Mondays
& Wednesdays Contact Lois
Thompson 01691 623764

Ellesmere Friends of
House: Contact
MacDondd 01691 622510

Hope
Averil

Millards newsagents, Mere Motors
and Pretty Things Gened Secretary Kevan Bushby, emall:
kevan@kbusby.wanadoo.co.uk

Ellesmere Badminton Club: The Club meets on Mondays
and T hursdays from 8.00pm to 10.00pm a Lakeands Sports
Centre. Contact Judy MacDonad 01691 690498.

Ellesmere & District Cage Bird Society: meds a the
Comrades Club, Ellesmere on the last Tuesday of the month
a 8.00pm. Cortact 01691 623544

Ellesmere Moddlers - Group of Ellesmere Moddlers:
Modd enthusiasts and ther families meet a the Methodist
Church Hdl, a 8.00pm every 2nd Wednesday of the month,
with extra workshop meetings during the wirter. Cortact
Trevor James 01691 671787

Ellesmere Society: Members of the Ellesmere Society teke
an ative interest in the history and the buildings of
Ellesmere. The Society meats a The Comrades Club on the
3rd Tuesday of each month (except August) a 7.30pm.
Secretary Barbara Moore 01691 623040

Ellesmere Ring and Ride is adoor to door minibus service
for people unable to use other forms of transport in
Ellesmere and the surrounding villages. Booking Line
weekdays: 9:00 am - 00 pm: Td: 0845 108 0588

St Mary's Church Bdl Ringers. Practice nights ae
Fridays from 8.00pm until 9.15pm and Sunday morning
ringing from 9.45am urtil 10.15am. Contact Tery Davies
01691 622786

St Mary’s Church Chair: Practice Sunday mornings and
singing & sevice Sunday 10.15am to 11.30am. Cortact
Bary Dray cott on 01691 777705

Under ones Group: med & Methodist Hal Wednesday
mornings 10.00am to 11.30am

Royal National Lifeboat Institution:
Contact Mr Tony Watkin 01691 655894

Ellesmere Rangers Football Club: isan adult and junior
footbdl dub with afirst teeam in the West Midlands League
and areserveside in the County League Secretary Margaret
Dodd 01691 622031

Send us detals of your club or society if we have not
dready fegtured it inthispage Contact the Advertising
Manager (detals page 3) or emall to:
merenewsads@éd | esmere.info.

You can dso have your dub and events listed for free on
the officid Ellesmere web site - www.dlesmere.info
just send to admin@e |esmere.info

Mere News thank Jean and Chris Hesketh for sponsoring this page
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e Lalwelands Pupils’ Pages

Mztt and Andys Album Review

Everyone knows The Automatics latest song, Monster.
You could even go as far as saying it is the summer
anthem of the year. We'’re going to decide if their
album, Not Accepted Anywhere, is as good as their
latest chart busting hit, Monster, and if it is worth your
money.

The album kicks off with a song called By My Side. This
is a repetitive rocky song, very similar to Monster. If the
album carries on like this, we're not going to be
disappointed. The subsequent songs do not disappoint,
they're all as rocky and head bopping as Monster and
By My Side.

This album is greatt My
favourite song on the album
is Monster but all the other
songs are greataswell. The
album is full of rock and
definitely worth having a
listen to full blast.

Monster is still my favourite

song by The Automatic, however all the other songs on
the album have met my expectations of this rocking
Welsh band. | would definitely recommend this album to
anyone, butin particular to anyone who likes to turn up
their music loud, and party the day away.

The Gardening Gym!

At Lakelands School there has recently
been set up a Green Gym,this is a gardening club. Their aim
is to grow pretty flowers and some produce they can sell and
eat, they alko want to give children the chance to exercise
without doing sporting activ ities.

The name Green Gym came from the green plants and
exercise in the club. This fantastic club is run by Mrs King,
the music teacher, but the children do most of the gardening
including James Brown the Head Gardener. There are
approximately thirteen students included in the club.

Mrs King and ather members of staff thought
up the original idea. The Gardening Club is
growing sunflowers,
salad,beans,peas,potatoes etc. mainly
things you can eat (farm produce) there is
also Mrs Bellis’s Bed(the R.E teacher) which
contains flowers she gave the money for. The Green Gym is
planning to sell some of their produce!

This fabulous club is on every lunchtime and is enjoyed by
many people!

By Louise Norris and Lucy Roberts—Year 9

Whittington Castle

As many readers are probably

aware, the small, community-

owned castle at Whittington

has been undergoing

renovation . There are

unconfirmed rumours that the

moat is being rebuilt to its

original size, although there is no hint of this at the site
as | am writing this. The castle, is a possible home of
the Robin Hood legend. Although this is almost
certainly untrue, it still gives us something to think
about as we gaze upon its majestic walls.

By Steven Leggett— Year 9

Brief Story

Alex Rideris an ordinary boy until his uncle lan Rider
dies suspiciously during work. Shortly after Alexis
persuaded to become a spy for MI6 like hisunde. He
is sent to Comwall to spy on suspect, Herod Sayle.
Sayle was planning on killing millions with a virus set
into the Stombreaker learning computers he was
planning to launch...

Characters

Alex Rider, lan Rider, Herod Sayle, Jack Starbright,
Nadia, Mr Giin, Yassen Gregorwich, Alan Blunt, Mrs
Jones.

My Opinion (Good)

This book was very easy to understand and you
could keep track of the characters. The writer's style
was very good and could be based at people all
ages, mainly children.

Bad

I don't think the ending was very good because it was
all very sudden and it makes you think

the book hasn’t ended.

Out of 10

Events 9/10 Beginning 8/10
Style 9/10 End 4/10
Characters 9/10 Enjoyment 10/10
Ov erall

Overall | would definitely recommend this book to
people above eight years old.

By Rachel Hampson— Year 8

Thanks for readingl
Edited by Andy Brady and
Viatt Howard
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(part 2— continued from Issue 32) by

S, lifewent on asif nothing had happened. A Corporal
came into the hut and introduced himself. We were
orderedto get into uniform and to pack up our civilian
clathesfor pogting back to home! Army winter uniform
at this time was woollen veds and pats (hot and
itchy), woollen shirts (ditto), blouses buttoned up tothe
throa and, of course, the boats.

We had each been issued two pairs of boats, we were
told to pidk one pair for bed and then came the
demondration. We were told to gaher round one of the
stoves and the corporal started to demondrae the way
the Army wantedthe bootsto be polished.

He produced an eledric iron which he plugged intothe
light fitting (there was only one powerpoint in each
hut), borrowed a boot from one of the lads who had
been an army cade and so0 knew what was about to
happen. The corporal procesded to iron the dimples ou
of the leather on his toe cap and heel, having spread
boot polish on first. Then, when the leahe was smoath,
he worked up amirror finish with git and boot polish
until the boat glisened. He then held the boot up for
inspection, paused, asked for a window to be opened,
then he dung the boot out of the window, onto a
conaeepah outsde, so ruining hishandywork.

aTwo lessons there® said the corporal, 2one, tha' s how
to ge the shine on your boots and two + look after
yourselves, trust no onel°

Next camethe sales pitch, he asked if any oneof us had
brought an iron in with him, one bloke said he had.
2You will need anothe one a lead,° sad the
corporal 21 can ga& you one from Camp Centre if you
like®. Theidea was, we al paid in a shilling and & the
end of our month' straining we would have ardfle for
the iron. Not a bad idea except tha thirty of us would
provide one pound ten hillings, an iron (very basic)
cost about 19/11d & tha time, so the corporal made 10/-
profit on the deal. These irons couldn't have been any
smpler, there was no control of the tempeaure, they
were either on or off and they would get so hot that we

Wha | hae abou office Chrismas
partiesislooking for a job the next
day.

Phyllis Diller

could (and did) mae toad on them, 9, to avoid any
burning, the pressng hadto be done over adamp cloth.

Afte this little interlude, we were marched off to the
cook house for the evening meal. We didn't exped very
much andthe meal fell dhort of our expectaions

The medl was cheese sandwiches, two doorseps of
bread with best mousetrap cheese, so strong tha it bit
back. Only one dice of the bread was buttered, the
butter had been melted, andthen put on the bread with a
paint brush. There was builders teato wash it down
served from buckes with the milk and sugar already in
it, ®thechoice wast&ke it or leaveit.

Then badk to the hu for alesson in bed making. Five
blankes, two sheds (darched ootton and as diff as
boards) and one pillow. Sheets had only recently been
issued into the Army, pyjanas came laa (much laer).
Sheets were laundered weekly, one & atime, 0 in
effed, they were washed fortnightly, blankes were
laundered every blue moon, or so it seemed.

The bed making lesson wasn't to prepare for deegping
but to prepare for moming inspection. One blanke to
cove the mattress, drum tight with hospital comers, the
rest of the bedding folded in a pack to look like aclub
sandwich, blanke, shed, blanke, sheg and blanket
wrapped around in the fifth blanke and the pillow on
top a thehead of the bed.

The long and difficult day cameto an end at lag with
lights out. | had made up my bed with the one blanket
under me, the two shed's and two blankets on top. T he
other two blankets | folded under the pillow. T he sheds
were like ice, so | put my socks badk on and settled
down to deep. | guck it for about an hour until the hu
cooled down. T hese huts had no insulation and so log
their hea very rapidy, so out came the blankets from
under the pillow to be piled on top of me and 2 |
managed to get some deg before the wakey-wakey
bugle in thefreezing black Yorkshire dawn.

(To be continued.)

Christmas a my house is dways
more plessant than anywhere dse.
We stat drinking early. So when
everyone is seding only one Santa
Claus, we re seeing six or seven.

W CFidds
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Dear Editor..........

| wonder if we may use your magazine to try to trace
some descendents of my husbhand' s fahea who may
gill beliving in Ellesmere.

We are trying to trace maybe grandchildren of Emily
and James Joneswho lived in Ellesmere in 1901. T hey
had several children, the youngest being born in 1901,
Daniel Bartlam Jones. Emily had a siger Mary Jane
who matried Harold T udor Jones in 1894 and between
1901+ 1904 they fostered a child. It looks as though
they called him Harold T udor as we know that he was
entered into the local school in Overton, where they
lived, as Harold T udor. Harold Senior died in 1904 but
the boy dgill lived with May Jane and was
subsequently baptised as Harold T udor in 1910.

It is this link tha we are looking for, as Daniel and
Harold were more or less the same age. Harold was
born in December 1900 and | wondered if the family
was ill around and maybe have some information on
Harold, or photos. We would dearly love to hear from
them.

Harold was my husband s father and, as in most cases,
neve asked any questions and it is only recently tha
al thiscameto light. We cannot find abirth cetificate
for him, so any help would be most gppreciaed, aswe
only havethe baptism certificaeto go on.

MrsD Jones

(Lewisham, London)

A few words to say hello and hope things ae going
well.

Firg thank you so much for mailing me the Mere
News. You don® know how much it means to me.
Certainly am wishing the Mere News will be around
for along, longtime. Enclosed you will find a donaion
to help keep thiswonderful paper alive

As | said before Ellesmere is home to me and | ill
think of the stay & Oteley, also the wonderful people
of Ellesneret dtting on a bench a the Mere enjoying
my fish and chips.

If things work well we plan to vist next yea, God
willing. In the mean time the best to you and yours as
well asyour st&f. Doingonegrea job.

Thankingyou once again

Luig (Lou) CDd.illo
Middletown, New Y ork

A bookle of 144 pages has been written and published
on the life of Captain bhn Brunt V.C. It is written by
Richard Show, and is entitled "All for Valour". It is

T hishadf page sponsored by Mrs D Jones (Lewisham)

page 25

now available by mail order from the author for £5
plus £2 pod and packing. Orders should be sent to
Richard Show, 1 Cornford Park, Pembury, T unbridge
Wells, Kent, TN2 4PW. Tel : 01892 825428. Cheques
to "Richard Show"

John Henry Cound Brunt was born at Pries Wegon,
Shropshire and atended various local schools, before
Ellesmere College. He s2 out towin the Victoria Cross
and neve knew he@won it. He waskilled in 1944, the
day after hisbrave adions, whilst reging. He was only
22 when he died. The new booklg with aound 35
illugtrations follows his life from birth and schooldays
in Shropshire, his holidaysin Ket, to hisservice inthe
army in T wnisa and Italy, wherehedied.

A brave and fearless young man who has many fitting
memorials aroundthe country. A man who was known
as the "best civilian, officar and gentleman in the
battalion.” This is his sory, and it includes many
personal references from those who knew him so well,
including around 30 of his Ellesmere contemporaries.
It also includes the dory of the pub in Kent tha bears
his name!

Thank you for your help. All the profits are being
dondaed to a local charity, in Kent, called Compaid
Trust, which helps disabled adults learn compuer
kills.

Best wishes
Richard Snow

My nameisRay Jacks. | livein S Helens, Merseyside.
| am researching my family tree, it appears my grea
great grandfaher lived at Bishops House in Hampton
Wood during the early 1800s. 1 am hoping you may be
able to put me in contact with the Ellesmere higtorical
society as| am keen to learn more about my family
roots.

Ray Jacks
(Received by email to dlesmereiinfo and reproduced here by
permission of Mr Jacks.)

Thanks for another mog interesting issue. | shall be
drawing Mr Brown's article to the atetion of the
editor of the new edition of Pevana's Shropshire, as
his research seemsto draw to an endthe slly rumour
that T elford lived in/designed the canal in HQ building
at Ellesmere. By the way, as aprofessonal picke of
nits, when in Scotland | frequently visted the

TROSSACHS
~
P
@

Hugh Battersby, Ellesmeae
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Dave Dean

Carpenter & Joiner
35 years experience

Doors to Decking
Kitchens to Kennels
Pergolas to Playhouses

No Job Too Small
Free Quotations
Competitive Rates
Tel: 01939 270766
Mob : 07767 668500
davedean@hotmail.co.uk

RED LION COACHING INN

Church Sreet, Ellesmere
01691 622632

Homely B&B
Food served Noonb 8.30pm daily
Quiz NitexSundays & 8.30pm
M eeting rooms

www.dlesmere.info/redlion
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A.J. SUMNER & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Proprietor: Paul Sumner

For aPersona and Caring Service

Private Chapel of Rest
24 Hour Service

Coronation Cottage
Criftins
Nr. Ellesmere
SY12 9LN

Tel 01691 690328
or
01691 623726
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WINTER CHEER by Gill Eleftheriou

After the heat and colour of summer, a calmer and
more monochromatic phase takes over the garden
at this time of year. Shrubs and, in particular,
evergreens come into their own as the showier
annuals and perennials die back for their winter
rest, before erupting againin spring.

Having provided a backcloth for the main stars during
summer and autumn, evergreens now teke cantre dage
to give hape and height in borders. Tinged with hoar
frog or peppered with siow, their seasona forms
grace many a Chrissmas cad. Even on a dank and
dreary day, gleaming we evergreens refled the
available light. Shining holly leaves are a good
example. Grey foliage, in contrag, can look chill and
dishevelled during the damp winter months.

When clipped, evergreens give a smart and orderly
appeaance, oontrasting againg the dark earth and
skies. Nea hedges come into their own, a defining
boundary between the cultivated plot and the more
unkempt naure of the surrounding countryside.

Plants need not, however, be large to be efedive and
can be grown in pots for interes nea the house. As
long as its roots aren® waterlogged, Box is a useful
and obliging plant which is easily clipped into the
shape of choice. A plant in anice pot would make an
intereging, and long lived, seasonal present.

Equally seasona, and an aptly named gift for a
gardener, is evergreen Pieris jgponica AChrigmas
Cheer© Freely flowering clusters of pink bells open
extra early (a the end of December) inthisvarigay.

Although the familiar climbing Honeysuckles do little
for the garden during winter, some of the less well
known shrubby members of the family, perhaps
surprisngly, are mog effedive a this time of year.
Evergreen Loniceanitilda makes a good alternaiveto
Box, being easy to clip andto grow in pats. For a
cheering sight during dull winter months, try the form
MBaggesen® Goldewhich has bright leaves.

Lonicera x purpusi is a larger shrub, although much
tidier than its climbing cousins and easily prunedto fit
a convenient space. Semi-evergreen, it looses its
leaves just before its sweetly scented cream flowers
emerge along purple-tinted sems. Our platt often has
a firs flush of flowers at the end of thismonth, then
continues into March when it provides a welcome
feast for early beesou foragingon awarm day.

Although flowering shrubs are scarce a& thistime of
year, those braving the elements ae often highly
scented. Planted near the house or pah, they lift the
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spirits in a season of relaive scarcity. Daphnes are
good examples. Hardy deciduous Daphne mezereum
var. auumnalis flowers from lae autumn into spring.
Amongd evergreen ecies, Daphne laureola is
reputedly hardier than D. odora in this cooler pat of
the country.

The less well known Sarcococcas are evergreen,
compad and dow growing shrubs. T hey can betucked
into eny dhady corne ye their scent will also fill the

winter garden.

Neat evergreen immias often feaure in winte tubs
and planting schemes, together with panses and ivies.
One to look out for is immia laureola which has
aromatic foliage and sweetly sceted flowers,

followed by black berrieslaer intheyear.

Larger shrubs but relatively dow growing, deciduous
witch-hazels ma&ke a olourful Plash in January.
Under planted with snowdrops and aconites, the trio
makes an dtradive caneo. Some hardy Cyclamen
hederifolium can al® be added to the scene; their
dainty autumn flowers are followed by attradive ivy-
shaped foliage which then remains a feaure right
through the winter until spring.

Cyclamen coum is also hardy, has beautifully marbled
leaves - and flowers during January. It is, however, a
much smaller plant than its autumn flowering cousin ~
0 is eadly svamped by larger neighbours. It needs
careful placing to do well and @nultiply. Ours- do best
at the front of a sunny and well-drained border.

January also heralds in the glory of the Helleborus
hybrids as the new stems push upwards, opening into
fat round buds of colour. Some of the fird to show
here are primrose yellow seedlings, closely followed
by white and spotted vaidies. Anticipaion builds as
the deep plumstend to flower a month or so laer,

giving along window of intered to a shady bed.

A foraade of spring is always welcome during the
shorted days, after the glitz of Chrigmasisbehind us.
We appreciate our indoor bulbs flowering at this less

colourful time, particularly Hyacinthswith their heady
perfume Once over, the bulbs can be Idt in a

sheltered placeto die down, then kept to plant up or in
the garden next yea.

And finally, a pressat for the gardener who has
everything - and a large garden! Young Wollemi
Pines, recently discovered in Audralia ae now being
advertised as available for delivery, & a snip under
£100. (www. wollemipineco.uk)






