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Osteopathy - David Harper has now retired. We are

For further information
THE GRANGE,
GRANGE ROAD,
ELLESMERE,

SY12 9DE.

TEL: 01691 623495

NATURAL THERAPY CENTRE - by apporntment with individual therapists
Reflexology, aromatherapy, reitki - Hilary Wells 01978 820822
Stress counselling, thought field therapy - Trisha Reynolds 01691 657656

able to suggest other qualified practitioners in the region

COURSES AND
NATURAL THERAPIES

The Grange, Ellesmere
The Grange has ant annual programme of weekend courses in
painting (oils and watercolour), yoga, tai-chi and living positively - open to everyoni

It also offers weekend courses for women in the second half of life

Blakemere
Veterinary Centre
12 Talbot Street
Ellesmere
Shropshire

SY12 OHQ

Tel: (01691) 622201
Fax; (01691) 622118

SMALL ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS
by appointment

WEEKDAYS
8.45am, 2.00pm,2.30pm, 5.30pri 6.00pm

SATURDAYS
10.00am3 10.30am

FARM & HORSE VISITS
AVAILABLE

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Maelor Veterinary Centre
ﬁ” The Old Surgery
k b Pen-y-Llan Street
OVERTON ON DEE

Wrexham LET13 OEL

2, R
%f <'1E-\p && Tek: (01978) 711975

Fax: (01978) 711976

SMALL ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS
by appointment

WEEKDAYS
1.00pm - 3.00pm

FARM & HORSE VISITS AVAILABLE

01978 711975
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Also at Blakemere Veterinary Centre
ELLESMERE
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Wel come to 6Mere News?©Od

another year. This time last year, (March 2nd), we had
covering of snow, this year we have had so much rain
think that perhaps, we should start to build an Ark. We &

told there should be n
and see.
At 6Mere News©O, we st a

finances are in quite good order.
Community Chest grant (£1500) came through,

able to buy a laptop computer and can fund our printi

costs for the rest of the year.

A key factor in our su
the form of the efforts of all our contributors and

The Ellesmel™

3

page

N o e st
o h mer ,
rt t i mi
we W

Clir Pat McLaughlin of the Ellesmere Community
cces Chest presenting us with a new computer and ftge{ ch
.| equipment.

producti

f

tasks. We have been totting up the hours of all the individuals. For example, just one article in this issue took
over thirty hours work, in research and compilation to create. We are also grateful for the support given to us by
the administrators of the Community Chielsiorth Shropshire Voluntary Action.

Another generous donation has been received from our Town Council as well as a number of readers and

contributors

We have also benefitted from the sale of copi es
ElI'l esmered (copies available from the Infolink).
fairly comfortable financially.
This all certainly helps the Editorial peace of mind Sponsored Walkin aid of i
The National Association| of
Jane Farncombe is going to wakkl miles of the
. Shropshire Waysupported by our contributor, her drivef/
Terry Cartlldge manager/husband David. To find out more or sponsor Jane
visit www.justgiving.com/Shropshireway
— This page is sponsored by —
Our Rates: - R .
W DAL
Please send your advert requirement Gisdets SERGCE ay
Newsd6 to Mar garet Lagoyianni- or 4 p
address details on front cover.
Ad | A5 | A6 | A7 Station House
per issue £45 | £30 | £20 | £15 Station Road
Feature position * £50 | £40 | £30 | £20 Ruabon,
Inside front or back cover Wrexham, LL14 6DL
. Tel: 01978 822367,
For 3issues £120| £70 | £50 | £30 Fax: 01978 824718
Feature position * £140| £100| £70 | £40

S
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near by, in St Anneds. Ch
C u rt a.l n U pl Cooper both started their early careers in the resort of
Blackpool. Peter Goodwright, the impressionist, loved
A good solid and appeared many times in the resort, as did the great
variety act in and sadly missed Roy Castle.
the  Golden
Variety days,
especially with
a good agent,
could have 12
months of solid
work, based on

Anot her name that keeps cro
summer show edition that | have is Bill Pertwee who

pl ayed the Aair raido ward
appeared in many summer shows. Arthur Askey
started in summer shows in Shanklin and an old
programme that | have of a summer show has an artist
Bernard Lee, who i n | at er

t[t)1e foIIor\T/]vg]g'rr Bond movies. Also another old programme of the

Jaencuzr e_l_, APi er Theatreo Eastbourne

AP a nyt o m| }I}lgorman Wisdom and Sandy Powell. Another advert |
FebruaryMarch-April-Ma y Touring e R Ir 1957 at Pabbacombe and Bruce Forsyth was

June, July, August and sometimes into September, in

Summer Shows at the very many variety theatre$sreat names from those entertaining years, but as | said
around the Britishi Welsh and Scottish coast!! In fact in my last article, television was beginning to be a

in those days Summer Shows were just as big aworry to variety. As a matter of historical interest
variety itself and to b&afBetydeegar iIe alsdhldde o bierf o
summer months was the 0 iThisgliedinid960, gs televisén got 8 hoid envthe pulbiie
from my old copies of M Tthak year d es$ and ness peopla were gpimgeto
iStaged there were hundrthearss, and as swigncds ded it benagna finangiglly a r

pier theatres to choose from!!! impossible to produce a variety show, and make a
As | write 16m looking a{)I,Eoflt sovanetylnawai/becameteflrstcaualgyfOrr
that reads nW|nte|6Te@eRadehem hage novlflt act suc%aslueg

Y réc?o%ats rQer SkBeér ?1th like went to work on the

Harriett and Evan$ Ken Platt. Also in another advert continent, but this was impossible for talking acts,

for 19607 at the Opera House, Blackpobl Marty : . -
Wilde i Dora Bryani Al Read. And some of the ﬁgg}ljcs or singers etc. so many artists were on the scrap

names of the Summer Shows famous in their day, such
as NATHeRoF®l0 at Hastings lamtds aef BogmbesRdégiraned to i
the Summer Show A@ATwi nkI| erdertawingt on crg@se dinets saadnSomR,olikee Bruce

Al so an advert for Sh an karsytih Max Bygraves amdhmere, tsuceessfully mayed e

Wight) in 1930 starring Tommy Trinder. Anothert 0 t el evi si on, but maoby ar
Tommy started in summer shoivd ommy Handley. having a live audience!! So variety was falling apart!!
Lots of entertainers started to work in clullsbour,

Colwyn Bay had early pierrot shows presented by WiIII
Catlin. One of the most memorable events early in the
century was the Colwyn Bay debut of boy soprana
David Ivor Davies with his mother Clara Novello
Davies. He became famous in later years as composer
Ivor Novello.

i ber al , conservative, wor k

There was an open air theatre <c
Llandudno, just a wooden stage with a canopy. Also in

lappy Valleyo

Rhyl one of t he Wi | | Catl inds daughters (Gl adys)
married a female impersonator called Billy Manders Chiropodist

and he took over the amphitheatre at Rhyl and called
his productions the #AQua augl—m@e&esﬁ(ﬂ)@) MEhSsDpedM o ws 1

from 1921 for 29 yearsBut the place where nearly
every artist wanted to be for summer was Blackpool, At Bliss 17 Green End, Whitchurch

which had a theatre on each of its three piers. It also Tuesdays and Fridays 01948 666909
had the Opera House, Winter Gardens, Hippodrome,

Tower, The Queens, The Palace, The Grand. Max

Wall began in Blackpool doing his impressions of a Home visits 01939 270906

ma d concert pi ani st Prrof essaor AWwWal |l of ski 0. Les
Dawson liked Blackpool so much he moved to live
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in those days had no stage or dressing rooms, so you
had to adapt to what we wused to calll Awor ki ng bare
without mikes, or spotlights or stage liglitao curtains

s LSBT LG | Tl Beinacti b 9 offere Riow@ e P ¢

and many cou ldnot a_q apt | Eefiprate M@GOH‘{V Ui e’rsarfo? th ﬁigge clf eft
worked in any job where they met the pulilishops, Mr and Mrs Bond. Mrs Doris Bond is, of course, a
hotels, pubs. | have quite a few friends from variefyoqjar contributor to our issues as the author of
days who took over pubs and did quite well. You S€€yur Poetry Page.
when they were serving in the bar and pulling pints,

they were in fact once again meeting their public!! I is with sadness that we report the recent death
fact the bar was their stage!! It was a great pity to S€§t Mr Reainald Bond

great Avari et yoi Thh eandone s SPeh as
Palladium (yes, in those days the Palladium was Bdur sincere
Afvarietyo theatre) and tcﬁ&olrerﬁzesbd.tck
Wood Green Empire, Golders Green HippodromeMr ond at this
Empire Shepher dos Bush, | ﬁeqsea
Empire and Max Miller 6s }a'vourite
Holborn Empire and the many wonderful provincial
variety theatres. Many are now bhingo halls and gon
foreveri how sad!!

o

g/lere News team

NOTE T | can recomm a very good

end
the Seasidedo (a 100 year|s of seasi ment )

Happy Days Keep smiling!
More next time

Charlie Edwards

Lakelands Page
Due to lack of space we have regretfully had to leave out the latest
Lakelands School page from this issue. You can however,
download a copy of the page from our webdsite
www.ellesmere.info

Heavenly Holistic .

Lyn Anderson DIP HYP, GQHP. C.P.AMT
MICHT, MGHT, MGPBT [IHBC, [IHHT]
Reiki Master & Teacher

Treatments tailor made to soothe, restore and energise your mind, body and spirit

Aromatherapy Hypnotherapytailor made to your require-
Reflexology ments for Quit Smoking, Weight Loss, Stress
Swedish Massage Management/Anxiety, Fear & Phobias, Confi-
Hot Stone Therapy dence/Self Esteem, Nail biting, etc.
Thai Compress Massage AlsoEmotional Freedom TechniguséLPand
Indian Head Massage Past Life Regression available.
Crystal Therapy
Colour Therapy Visit www.heavenlyholistic.co.ulor
_ Ear Candling www.hypnosis2change.co.ukr telephone
Reiki (tuition available) Ellesmerd1691 622936 or 07967 058877
Sekhem
Holistic Facials, Manicures/Pedicures, Waxing and Eye o )
Treatments Home visits available GHR

for some treatments REGISTERED

Member of the Federation of Holistic Therapists i R e Dbk
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Rich Heritage of

Arthurian legend or Lord of the Rings will of Iddon, in Didlystwn (Dudleston). They are given a

T hose interested in mythology whether it b&ere quartered in the house of Heilyn Goch, a grandson

sooner or later be drawn to that collection dhirly hostile welcome by an old woman who is feeding
ancient Welsh tales known as the Mabinogion. Evolviren open fire with handfuls of chaff when a wizened bald
over the centuries in the bardic tradition until thegnan and an angry thin woman appear who prepare a
appear in written form around the twelfth century, theseeager supper for them. When they try to settle for the

tales are not the product of

any single hand. They a
preserved in written form ir
the White Book of
Rhydderch (1304.325) and
the Red Book of Herges
(13751425); portions of the
stories were written as ear
as the second half of th
11th century and som
stories are much older stil
It's from this older oral
tradition of story telling thai
many of the fantastic an
supernatural elements of t
tales have come. They fir:
came to general literar
prominence in 1849 whe
Lady Charlotte Gues

Tomb in Meifod Church

night they find the bedding is very poor and infested
with fleas. Rhonabwy finds a yellow ox skin on which
he falls to sleep and here the dream begins.

On waking Rhonabwy finds that he and his companions
have slept for three days and three nights. Without
recounting the dream with all its fantastic contents,
including the appearance of Arthur, we are given enough
detail in the opening to be able to identify a real and
moreover local historical context.

The narrative is set in the kingdom of Madoc ap
Meredith, grandson of Bleddyn ap Cynfyn, the last
prince of the whole of Powys. He had succeeded
Meredith in 1132 and, taking advantage of the political
disorder in England under Stephen, he acquired
Oswestry. Here Madoc either built or rebuilt the castle
along with Overton castle, which was said to be his chief
residence. With the accession of Henry II Madoc
changed his alliance to the King, which turned out to be

published her translation ¢ = nought to be that of an i mportant el ement in
11 medieval Welsh folk = Madoc ap Meredith died Gwynedd. After a tenure of seven years Madoc
tales under the title Th 1160 Oswestry to William Fitz Alan who was reinstated

t h
lost
in

Mabinogion. Since then newer and better translatioh$55 but he remained on good terms with the king until

have appeared but the title she gave them (MabinogioMljp d oc 6s death in 1160 u
itself a mistranslation, has remained. The stories are etrch he had founded at Meifod. In a eulogy one o
in a magical world with a quaskistorical landscape,poet s descri bed him as

which creates a dreatike atmosphere. The subjectni ghty dragon of dragon

pon
f the
it h
S 0.

material ranges from ancient Celtic myth, through tHbe tale, Madoc did have a brother lorwerth Goch (Red

Arthurian Dark Age, down to medieval civil strife. FullEdward) whom he had dispossessed in favour of

two

of white horses that appear magically, giants, beautifoephews and who had razed lal castle to the ground in

intelligent women and heroic men and kings like Arthurgprisal. lorwerth seems to have been on good t

erms

these tales are concerned with the themes of fall andh the king and served as his official translator

redemption, loyalty, marriage, love and fidelity. (latimer)  for

The scene described at V{Ihﬁhhéwa weI
Rhonabwyo is of particul%alr vp
the kingdom of Madawg ap Maredudd, the last prince RF
the whole of Powys. It states that his kihngdom extend ich later came
from Porffordd (Pulford) to Gwafan in Arwystli (in theto be Kknown _'
Plynlimmon range in central Wales). The subject is t tton Maddock
animosity of his brother lorwoerth because he had s son Gruffu
had his equal share of a fict (Mgu(i(i
to the Welsh custom of gavelkind. With the support trange and
his relatives and followers lorwoerth rejecte hr o thish
Mereduddbés compromi sing rﬂamy obta?ng
war-band and set off on a destructive raiding campalggrd sh ip
in England. No doubt fearing a reprisal, Madaw
ordered his men to ascertain the whereabouts
lorwoerth and his party. Three of these scouts,
Rhonabwy, Cynwrig Grychgoch and Cadwgawn Fras

The shaft of a Saxon Cross in Dudleston

ited € the
nor of Sutton

of
naston, the
me adopted b

Churchyard 1rm C
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Part of the tipse.o This was in all pr
medievalPlas  all ~ future houseo. In these the ani
Yolynisi] generations  of quarters and the only entrance is through the-cow

S‘;”S,Jggma(,‘ijiﬁﬁn his  family, house. The hearth is on the beaten earth floor with a

house which  spread hole in the roof to function as a chimney. This is
into branches at certainly concordant with the description in the tale of
The Stocks, t he woman feeding the fire
Otel ey, shewouldthrow a lapful of husks on to the fire, so that
Hardwick and it was not easy for any man alive to endure that smoke

¥ Hordley. entering his nostrilso.

At the time of We shall never know for certain exactly who was the
the Domesday bar d who wrot e, iThe Dream
survey in 1089 a Rev. Arthur Mosley, a late vicar of Dudleston, put
Norman overlord held practically every manor in théorward a very interesting theory in a paper on
area and the Welsh proprietors seem to have becomalleston. The author, according to him, was quite
free tenants. The possibly Madoc yr Athraw
amounts rendered by so , (the teacher) a brother of
of these 6 V o Heilin, who lived at Pentre
recorded, for instance i . »" V 'l‘u : Madoc. It is perhaps
the Finis terrae Wallensi% '.'f.;“- g & F!’: worth noting that in the

"~ | tale Heilin is described as
Heilin Goch (the red) and

(March of the Welshlands &
Tudor ap Rhys Sais wa

in the Welsh genealogies
Madoc is similarly

paying £4. 5s. a year t
Roger, Earl of Shrewsbury™

described.  Perhaps the
most remarkable thing is

A similar arrangemenig ¥y Sy The old Kilhendre mansion demolished 160
. .’ ,’
that descendants of Iddon

must have existed i {7r - TP
Dudleston. Iddon, the firs

I

recorded lord of Dudleston, who lived at Cilhendrdf or d o f Dudl eston stil!]l Il i v

(Kilhendre), was the son of Rhys Sais (so namedansion) with a family tree stretching back through
because he had learned to speak English and probdblg r we r t h, l ddonbés great gr a
held land in England) who in turn was a grandson Pf
Tudor Trevor. Rhys appears to have seized Dudlest@
before the Norman Conquest, which was inherited %¥t
Iddon when he died in 1073. This would have been
his share following the Welsh system of inheritanc .
known as gavelkind in which the land was equall@hrls't()pher Jobson
divided between the sons. It is thought that his name
is still preserved in Crogen Iddon in Glyn Ceiriog and
from him all the ancient families of Dudleston are
derived. Exactly as in the tale Iddon did in fact have
a grandson called Heilin whose house probably stood
on the site where the more modern Pentre Heilin now
stands. Heilin ap Trahaiarn of Dudleston was the
ancestor of the Holbeaches, the Kynastons of Pant y
Bursley, and the Wynnes of Pentre Morgan, while the
Eytons of Pentre Madoc were descended from Madoc,
a brother of Iddon. The original Pentre Heilin is

ratefully acknowledge the generous assistance of
ger Curteis of Plas Yolyn in the preparation of this
icle.

described in the tale as,
straight gable end, and smoke-planty from
itéé.inside a floor full of

there was a bump upon it, it was with difficulty a man
might stand thereon, so exceeding slippery was the
floor with cowsd wurine and
was a hol e, a man would go
mixture of water and cow dung and branches of holly a
-plenty on the floor after the cattle had eaten off their The family tree in the Plas Yolyn muniments




Mere News Issue 35 page 8

WELLGUD DISCOUNTS
ELLESMERE

KITCH EN ELECTRICAL MOWERS/STRIMMERSHEDGE CUTTERS

HEDGE CUTTERS

DVD RECORDERS| CORDLESS PHONESY

TOYS VACUUM CLEANERS FREEV|EW
TELEVISIONS HOME THEATRE SYSTEMS
oA SCOTLAND STREET LOTS OF BARGAINS
ELLESMERE. S¥Y1200C e | TEL 01691 622833

P & G Vehicle Repairs

YOUR ONE STOP
MOT/SERVICE CENTRE

Open 7 days a week
6.30 am to 10 pm Monday to Saturday
(7.30 am to 10 pm Sunday)

Mere Motors Ltd.

IM.O.Ts - Class 4 & NOW Class 7
fIServicing/Repairs all makes & models
I Tyres, Balancing & Tracking
{|Exhausts & Batteries

Sandwiches Groceries Cards & Gifts f'Sna@ On Diagnostic code reading
Coal & Gas Phonecards Dry -cleaning ﬂParts & Accessories available

Petrol Diesel Sweets
Cigarettes Snacks Newspapers

Contact: Tel 01691 622849

Fax: 01691 624483
Church Street
si‘:i;:f.:j Cargotec Industrial Park,
Tel/Fax Elson Road,
01691 622343 E”esmere
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Heron Watch Ellesmere Dog Show
Every year, around January, a
f/’/’( story begins to unfold at The Sgﬂi?észza‘:tugfgfg
A Mere, Ellesmere. This tale has all
X the makings of a good soap opera Many of you readers will remember the Ellesmere Dog
i thrills, passion, deception, and Show that used to be held within Cremorne Gardens.
sometimes tragedy. Well its back! The Greenfields Greyhound Rescue will be

No, it does not revolve around a holding a Companion Dog Show on Sunday 29 July.
well known square in a fictitious ~ There will be two rings with mixed breeds/ hounds
area of London, but it happens Classes ranging from best dog/bitch/puppy to best vet-
right on your door step. This eran. Greenfields Greyhound Rescue specialises inthe re
influx of prehistoric looking birds homing of exracing greyhounds in Shropshire, Cheshire,
has been going on at The Mere Staffordshire and parts of Wales. During their racing life
for the last 35 years with the they hurtle around the tracks but in real life they are lazy
numbers of nests on the Moscow and really only require, apart from your company, a soft
Island growing annually. We have been able to watch bed, food and a walk. The Conservation and Ranger team
and hearive action of these comical and ungainly and North Shropshire Distr
birds as pictures are relayed back to a monitor in our want to promote responsible dog ownership in public
Visitor Centre from a camera mounted on a tree places and therefore, as part
overlooking the island. We can get up close and of this event, they will be en-
personal with a camera in one of the nests, where we couraging people to control

see great pictures of every day life of the heron. We their dogs and clean up after
have seen spectacular footage of the adults as they g them.

about their daily duties of nest building, (often with
twigs stolen from neighbours whilst they are off
elsewhere looking for suitable nesting material), |
mating and feeding. There are frequent disputes anc
raucous objections as the birds squabble over hound Rescue. If you would

territory. Then, of course, there are the chicks. OUr jixe more information please contact Hayley Bradley on
first sight of them usually reveals a somewhat 51691 657212 or visit their website

bedraggled and wobbly youngster with a punk hairdo www.greenfieldsgreyhoundrescue.co.uk.
t hat would make any 700c¢ d
be amazed just what they can swallow in one go (or
perhaps not if you happen to be one of those
unfortunate folk whose fish pond helps support the
local population). As the season rolls on and the
young herons gain their new feathers and develop the
muscles they will need to fly, our Heronwatch draws
to a close. We know that we have been privileged to
have witnessed the intimate world of one of The The Border Fork

Mereds most remar kabl e Dbi r drfendly Frofessi¥nal ®afden Jeficean we
expect to return next year ashebts 3ft Gafdenihg" incidng Eplanrifgd U € |

Heronwatch runs between March and May. If you |planting, weeding, autumn and spring tidy -ups; lawn
have some free time (you kndwthat bit in between maintenance including sowing, cutting, edging,
working, eating, sleeping, socialising and doing all |feeding, scarifying and aeration; hedge planting
those domestic thlngS) and would like to help out as a and maintenance; ground clearance and,
volunteer, contact Lynne Dean on 01691 624448 or
email lynne.dean@shropshice.gov.uk

No expert knowledge or experience needed as
training will be given. Only enthusiasm and a
willingness to talk to people are necessary

Please come along and sup-
port the event. All the money
raised will go towards help-
ing the Greenfields Grey-

(@}

preparation of soil for spring planting; general and
specialist pruning. Regular and one off bookings
welcome.

Fully Insured with RHS Training in Horticulture,
and experience of working in a National Trust

historic Garden

) Tel: Marc Brimble on 01691 623822
11-4 ThursSun until the end of March and then Mobile: 07761859093

every day from April until mid May

Heron Watch at the Meres Visitor Centre
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FOURWAYS

SELF DRIVE

For all your car and van rental needs

e Competitive prices for cars and small,
medium and large sized vans
e Weekend Deals
e Retail and Corporate business welcome

Check out our online booking facility
www.fvsd.co.uk

01948 842026

Shrewsbury Rd, Prees, Whitchurch, SY13 2DJ.

ELLESMEREO6S RAI LWAY CHI LDREN

As one get s ol der o0 n e Further dpsthe dtation towardseha passengeopare di the
childhood. | had a very happy time, living near thetation at a certain time of the year the farmers from
rail way station and t he dowidtEkes$nere walild bring dudar baet to ba |baded r ¢
also close by. In those days television was very muohto the trains all b hand, some brought by horse and

in its infancy, so we made our own entertainment. cart, and the more up to date farmers with their Fordson

On a Friday in the school holidays my friends and §tan}9ard, anhd Fords]?n Major ]Erar(]:tors, al smlelllng of
were always around the F rgq::t *\{\é at.}PTJ @;f??drsb dt at I?i(ﬁrxvoug Lptz?}[’% v
really were a bit of a nuisance but nobody ever seemet guge 00 Se gle:nbseé) toe 2yw soanx nom:. " eexi eoof
mzaivenaolhbu ht tzvv(\e/her:tﬁee v(\j/eret ooin ihelp étimb{;r F:oufgﬁ‘l{l%g%e sia ioé on gvr?al ir?){r%o%e%gyéﬁvéere ne
9 g y going. called by the men in the t
The highlight of the day was seeing the bulls beingmber was unloaded with a crane operated by two men
brought in by lorry. We were always told to keep weturning huge handles the crane was then swivelled
out of the way. After they had been sold, probably feound to either be put on the heap ready for future
slaughter, they were loaded by a rope passed round theinsportation to some timber yard goodness knows
horns and through the ring in their nose; the rope wagere, or direct onto the timber trucks.

then d up into the lorry and through the ventilati . .
slc()ets r?gstshee sige o?‘ th?e (I)or)r/y ql'he (;Jr%vers a(re1d Iorryext to the timber and sugar beet were the milk tanks.

drivers all joined together some pulling on the rope and My memory the only road tankers were the ones

some at the back end of the bull with a certain amoJangmg milk from the dairy to be pumped onto the
of persuasion with a stick. railway tankers. One man seemed to be permanently

based at the station, he had a wooden and glass shed. If
The railway was only a very short distance away acrossy memory is correct the tankers were hooked to the
a rough old bit of ground, which I think now is part oback of one of the passenger trains.

Fullwoods, we would watch the coal trucks beinq. e Turntable

shunted to the various coal merchants pitches (thergi

were three coal merchants in Ellesmere at that time) ofsethe tender age of about ten years some of my friends
of which delivered round the town with a big old carand myself were playing over the far side of the station
horse and a dray. and we decided to give each other rides on the turntable
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Excursions

used for tuming the big steam locomotives round. Lgtseq to look forward from one summer to the next
me give a brief description of a turntable. It is a larggnan apout once a month there would be an excursion
hole in the ground with a set of railway lines on it. It ig, Aberystwyth. In my memory the weather was

circular.with brick 'sid(_as qnd small wheels runninghNays perfect, though one tends to only think of the
around it. The engine is driven onto the track over t@%od times.

round bricked hole then pushed round.
| remember the train coming down from Oswestry and

It is pretty obvious the track running to the track on tl’me engine being unhooked and turned round on the said

turntable have to meet for the engine to be safely drivfiniapie and connected to the opposite end of the train.
into the turntable. It was a most exciting day out for a young boy.

We boys had been giving each other rides on o (rain left Ellesmere at 9.30 and arrived in

turntable which is very easily pushed round. When YWherystwyth at 1230. The fare was 9 shillings and
saw an engine approaching of course we ran as fas xpence (47Ii pence in todse

our legs c_oulo! carry us. We knew we had not left tt]py todayds prices. It was
turntaple line in line with 'the approach line. We werg; 1630 and returning to Ellesmere a80pm.

expecting to see the engine turn over, but to our great

relief the fireman got out and lined the tracks up. Butltwas and still is for most of the way a beautiful ride, of
taught us a lesson and we never ever played on falrse today from this area the part of the journey to

turntable again. Welshpool by rail does not exist. | have driven the
he Sianal route to Aberystwyth many times but, one does not see
The Signal Box anything like the scenery to be seen from the train.

The signal box was a very special place to be. We w e ;
. % ra trains
of course not supposed to be in there for any reason bu

on a Sunday afternoon, the signal, and only this oR&lIring the war when the Americans were at Oteley, we
signal man, who | would imagine must have been boré@w many hospital trains taking wounded soldiers. The

to tears, would sometimes ask my best friend and the” @i ns wer e fiparkedo on bo:
into his box. He must have been bored because oAmabulances parked along all the approach roads to the
Sunday there was only one train running and that wa&tion.

taking the milk to, I think, Manphester and he was the@n a happier note, during the holiday season | think it
from 2pm- 10pm. He would give us a cup of tea whiclyas every other Saturday, long trains used to run | think
he would brew on his little stove, and show us how thg,m Manchester taking holiday makers to the Welsh
signals worked. He would pull levers which operate8oast. The trains were very long, part of the train went
the signals. The one that fascinated me most was gge Aberystwyth and Borth and the other part was
which worked a signal at Crimps a distance of, | woulgisconnected and went to Towyn and Aberdovey. They
think, at least a mile away. were very happy days living by the railway.

On the Platform We used to go every year by train to Aberystwyth but it

When one arrived at Ellesmere from Oswestry, th#as always my ambition to go on a goods train in the
Oswestry train had to very often wait just outside fdirake van with the observation part open at the back.
the Wrexham train to come in first. | travelled witiBut to my disappointment I never had the chance to do
other children daily to and from school. Two boys wht.

lived down Caegoody Lane took the opportunity t§he Jine from Frankton to Whittington
jump off the train where it was stopped, by the Loop.

They nipped up the Loop Lane. Of course it was tdd few years ago my son and | were asked to cut up a
much of a temptation not to go all the way to thigrge oak tree jUS.t _above the railway cutting between
station. When the train arrived very often the firemanrankton and Whittington so we drove along the old
had to fill the boiler. The boiler was filled by a flexible@ilway line in the Land Rover. It is possible to only
floppy pipe which he would swing over from a cisterrf?f've as far as Hindford. We stopped on the line and
Some firemen would take a delight in soaking anybod—‘)ll'mbed up th_e embankment to the tree. It brought back
who happened to be within range. Though it could H8&ny memories of my school days. We were able to
annoying it was all part of the steam railway, entirel limb up some steps cut into the embankment and see a
different, to the diesels of today. On the platform thefétle farther along the track where we went over the
were a couple of vending@®achines for Fryods chocol

bars. With it being directly after the war, of course theycould almost swear | could hear the old whistle of the

were not working, very disappointing for an eight yeasngine just before it entered Frankton Station.
old boy. During the war with the blackout it was ver)é

difficult for the postman to load the mail into the train:
In fact the Station Master was, | know, warned on mof&turn-

than one occasion for showing a light. John Peake

ut thanks to Dr Beeching those happy days will never
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Record of Cheesé | By Stanley Horton

The rich pasturelands of south Cheshire and nortust mostly relate tetagesin the cheesenaking proc-
Shropshire have long been renowned for the productiess from liquid to solid form. Inevitably, other com-

of milk and its manufactured products, butter anchents on farming matters have found their way into
cheese. Up to about two centuries ago, the transportwafting and it is largely on these remarks that we shall
milk and its products posed major problems for the proencentrate.

ducers the_reof. In fact, t_he on_Iy way ‘h‘?‘t m"k.COUId b‘?he farm concerned was just under a hundred acres in
made available to the inhabitants of industrial townés

and cities was via fAtown Xc{ einrti’ stbh?w Gl Sl%rrﬁufte’ angl
of dairy cows were kept under conditions that We'{\él)?]eaarcopmor?jjo?n s%f t:ZtLt‘ir;e we 'l ws' WA
cramped and frequently filthy and diseaisklen. The g '
milk produced thereby was hazardous if not downright
dangerous. Beer, probably costing no more than abor*

THREE MEN IN A BOW TIE

fourpence a gallon to produce, was deemed safer DR Ry ,
drink T tea being far too expensive ESLIVIENE Liatcems & f'”"g”

' FRIDAY APRIL 20" 2007
These town dairies were often sited near breweries, tf 7.30pm
spent brewer6s grains (d ARTSCENTRE, ELLESMERE COLLEGE |00C
cows producing milk. Probably, and less happily, a little (in aid of Age Concern Shropshire Telford & Wrekin)
further down the street was situated a slaughterhou NCKETS £7
where the unfortunate cows (when they went dry) begg Tickets from Age Concern Shropshire Telford & Wrekin
their journey to the local ple factory. 3 Mardol (.:n'd;-n;“\llr;a“ \I‘nn v SY1 IPR

01743) 23312

Although the coming of the canal system about 180 ‘ )

helped with the transport of cheese, it did nothing for e
moving quantities of liquid milk around. It was not unti Tran q u I I I Ity
the coming of the railways to the highly productive ag-

ricultural areas, such as surround the market towns|ofHealing and Well Being for the Mind, Body and Sou|
Whitchurch and Ellesmere in north Shropshire, that the
situation improved.

In 1896 a meeting of local farmers was held under the
chairmanship of Mr Brownlow R.C. Tower to considef
the building of a creamery at Ellesmere, but nothirjg
came of the idea for more than twenty years. Around
1919, a collection depot was opened by United Dairies Reiki Healing

and a:cbOtUt the fsaLne tlmeﬂ?. factory tw'ils tbt“lt flord tmefb\ Reiki treatment relieves stress and allows natural relaxation.
manutacture ot cheese. IS mean at local dafry, energises and balances the mind, body and soul and bfings

farmers could sell their milk in liquid form for delivery harmony into your life.
by rail to big towns and cities, sell it for making intg
cheese at the newly constructed factory at Ellesmere| dr.l.A. Therapy Facial by Heaverf’ Organic Skincare

make fAfarmhouse cheeseo |[th emngehealiaggnassage togetyour skinand your
. confidence glowing!
It should here be noted that many farmhouses built dyir-

ing the nineteenth century were designed as cheese fac- Meditation
tories in miniature with plenty of sleeping accommoda- Learn how meditation can improve your health and
tion for living-in staff, a room specifically set aside fof  help you to feel good. Guided meditations in a peacefu
the actual cheesmaking process and cool dry storag environment for groups or individuals.

space for maturing cheese; outsitleand nearbyi
would be pig sties, the occupants of which would con-
sume the whey, the main 4pyoduct of cheese produc-
tion. Some farmers and their wives had long experience

v

Heal Your Life, Achieve Your Dreams
An inspirational two day workshop designed to help yoy
increase your self esteem and learn how to create a positive

future.
of farmhouse cheese making, but younger entrants wgre
advised to take a short course of instruction in the grt. Jean Hesketh
Another recommendation made to aspiring cheege Holistic Therapist / Tutor

makers was to maintain g ﬁR@fG@i8908650&517%§3Sﬁ)9146a dai

diary to include their comments on the process.

It has not been possible to decipher many of the varidds
numbers and their positions in the book although they
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Mere Ambles Ellesmere- Programme April to June 2007
For healthy walking and getting fit

Al | wal ks start at 11. 00 odb6cl oc

Even if you currently do little or no physical activity, just starting to do a little more each week will improve your
health!

Set yourself small and realistic targets based on what you think you can achieve.

A great starting point would be to go along to one of the Mere Amble health walks. Each walk is led by a trained
walk leader, and is aimed at people who currently do little or no physical activity, but would like to make a start to
change their lifestyle.

The wal k wi || be | ed at a pace that suits you, so t

If you are interested simply turn up at one of the walks shown and see what you think.

If you would like to know more please call one of the following:
David Farncombe Tel: 01691 622497 or Foong Chee Tel: 01691 622798

39 April The Wharf Ellesmere: Beginner/intermediate easy walk along canal towpath with small gradients
over bridges, 45 60 minutes

10" April  Mere Visitor Centre Ellesmere: Intermediaté some gradients and steps along woodland footpaths,
Castlefields and Plantation, 60 minutes

17" April Canal and Blakemere Ellesmere: Meet at the Wharf Ellesmere transport provided
Beginner/intermediatefrom the far side of the canal tunnel, easy walk with a gentle gradient, along canal towpath
past Blakemere, 45660 minutes

24" April The Wharf Ellesmere: Beginner/intermediate easy walk along canal towpath with small gradients
over bridges, 45 60 minutes

1%*May Mere Visitors Centre Ellesmere:Beginneri easy flat walk through Cremorne gardens and woods,
45 minutes

8" May Colemere: Meet at the Wharf Ellesmerd transport available
Intermediatéd mostly easy walking on partly surfaced paths with some steps and gradients around the Mere, 60
minutes

15" May The Wharf Ellesmere: Beginner/intermediate easy walk along canal towpath with small gradients
over bridges, 45 60 minutes

22""May Mere Visitor Centre Ellesmere: Intermediaté some gradients and steps along woodland footpaths,
Castlefields and Plantation, 60 minutes

29" May Frankton Junction: Meet at the Wharf Ellesmerei transport available
Intermediaté walk along canal towpath past locks, slight gradients, 60 minutes

5™ June The Wharf Ellesmere: Beginner/intermediaté easy walk along canal towpath with small gradients over
bridges, 45 60 minutes

12" June Mere Visitors Centre Ellesmere: Beginneri easy flat walk through Cremorne gardens and woods,
45 minutes

19" June Canal and Blakemere Ellesmere: Meet at the Wharf Ellesmere transport provided
Beginner/intermediatefrom the far side of the canal tunnel, easy walk with a gentle gradient along canal towpath
past Blakemere, 4660 minutes

26" June The Wharf Ellesmere: Beginner/intermediate easy walk along canal towpath with small gradients
over bridges, 45 60 minutes

Why not come and meet us and give it a try



Mere News Issue 35 page 14

Welshampton Bonfire 2006

Do you have any photographs or memorabilia you would be willing to lend us for our
exhibitionof 6 We |l shampt on P as t? ThesednigRtinelumlea nt 6

Photos of your house - then and now

Village events

Outings then or now

Old Postcards and Village Scenes

Wedding photographs from Welshampton Church

Pl ease include your name and address/te
any people in the photograph and any other relevant information. In order to avoid
damaging any of your precious photos, we should like to take a copy for our display.

ephc

You can contact Carole Youngs (01948 710582) or Chris Jobson (01948 710210) for
more information, or bring your photographs etc. into the Infolink on Wharf Road.
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WELSHAMPTON WHITSUN FAIR

Monday 28th May
11am to 4pm

GRAND PLANT SALE

STALLS including home made cakes, books, bric a brac & tombola
REFRESHMENTS) cream teas

MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT by Thomas Adams School Band

& a celebration of
WELSHAMPTON PAST & PRESENT displays & activities

A warm welcome to all at the Parish Hall

Proceeds towards improving the Church path to ensure safe access for all & for donatiof of
equipment to the school for project work.



Mere News Issue 35 page 15

GLOBAL WARMING: HOTTING UP FOR GARDENERS? by Gill Eleftheriou

Last year's record breaking summer has bedacing slope will dry out much more quickly thastzady
followed by the warmest January for 80 ye@fsspite north border. Understanding the variations ahdrefore,
a minor cold snap). If we were in any douhg scientists the limitations of one's soil is an important first step in the
have just informed us that the worlehlly is heating up process of developing a succesgaudening strategy.
at an alarming rateand that it isour fault! Oh dear!
Having assessed the soil, the next part of the equatian
Forecasters predict that we ourselves are likely to beckle the "right plant” issue. Key to trapproach is to
confronted with major problems in our lifetimeever recognise that plants have evolveder thousands, and
mind the legacy which we shall be leaving foe next sometimes millions, of years to successfully exploit an
generation. ecological niche in theenvironment. Thus, some plants
can cope with alegree of water logging over winter
So, what is the outlook for gardeners? Surely warmehich wouldspell instant death to others. Similarly, a few
weather could be rather attractive, especiallgimmer haveadapted to life in the arid steppe or desert, others to
when we can sit out and admire the resulsunfefforts in - the extremes of life in alpine regions.
the garden! It appears, however, that things are unlikely to
be quitethatsimple. If your usual approach is to saunter aroundribarest
garden centre, picking up plants which cayclur eye,
Warmer winter spells, yes, but wetter and winda. then your chances of matching right plémtright place
The strong gales of January, which batterechaoy trees, are slim! Labelling in most gardesentres leaves much
may well become the norm. We were momune, losing to be desired when it comes to describing the optimum
the crown of a venerable damsehich had provided us growing conditions for their stock. In fact, | would
with welcome shade last Julyhen, when lulled into a describe it as inadequate.
false sense of complacenay the mild westerly air flow,
we are likely to comeip against a short but sharp frostySo, when looking for suitable plants, it pays
interlude. handsomely to do a bit of research before a trijuyd A
good reference book (or, better still, several) is an
Summer months are forecast to see hotter spells, and tarfaispensable aid. Also, in these days of the information
generally drier, accompanied by storms rather than by thighway, a quick dip into the net will usually turn up some
more beneficial effect of steady rain. useful information. The RoyaHorticultural Society's
website is a good place $tart (www.rhs.org.uk)
In view of last summer, and possibilities of anotivarm
one this year, perhaps we need to take stook After Armed with a list, a visit to a nursery, where your
all, the commercial brave are alreatying so, planting selection can be discussed with knowledgeable
vine yards- and even olives in Devon! Already, manyplantsmen who may well have actually grown the plants
ornamental garden plantgich were not considered to bewhich they are selling, should pay bettiridends. You
hardy in this country are now grown with little problem ofmay also like to visit our Grand PlaiBale, at the
second thought. Welshampton Parish Hall on May 28
(see separate notice for details), where we shall be
Do we just plant up our borders with Mediterraneadisplaying plants in groups according to the
plants? Well, again, it's not that simple. Rementher conditions which they require.
forecast of warmer but wetter winters. In all but the
sharpest drainage, these plants are likely to die. Having selected your purchases, there are sewergs
in which you can help their successtwnsition into
So where do we go from here? Well, back to the ottle ground:
mantra "right plant, right place" is a good startpunt.
The basis for determining "right place" ist@orough A  dig a good sized planting hole
appraisal of soil conditions and aspect in the individudl  puddle the plants in
garden. With alluvial deposits, Idfiehind after the last A mulch the surface well after planting
Ice Age, spread over much ofir area, the resulting soil A don't plant in dry summer weather, especially
can vary from heavy waterlogged peat to dry sandy loam onwell drained soil instead repot the plant

over very short distances, even within the individual ~ into abigger container and keep well watered in
garden. a shadyspot until autumn

Soil type can be further accentuated, or ameliordigd,
the garden's aspect. For example, a sunny south
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EI'l esmere to Wel shampton ¢
The second in an occasional series on walks in the Ellesmere area

This is a walk that is familiar to many of you, but
you will find a pleasant route across surprisingly hilly country, and there are some impressive views. Moreover, the
walk has recently been improved, and there are no longer any stiles to negotiate.

Ways of returning to Ellesmere are discussed below.

Walk Facts

1:25000 map Pathfinder 828 Ellesmere (East) & Prees; Explorer 241 Shrewsbury, Wem, Shawbury &|Baschurcl
Distance Ellesmere to Welshampton: 4km or 2 and a half miles  Time: one hour if walking at a steady pac
Distance if taking the circular route via Welshampton and the Canal towpath: 12km or 7 miles. Time] allow up
three hours plus stops

Terrain: easy going through Cremorne Gardens on surfaced paths, then field footpaths and farm fracks, witl
some surprisingly steep sections. No stiles. Liable to be very muddy in places in winter. The Canall towpath i
level and mostly in good condition.

Start anywhere around the Mere between the Mere Visitor Centre and Swan Hill,

and walk through Cremorne Gardens with the Mere on your right. There should be

plenty of bird life on the water and in the woods, and there are some fine trees to
admire.

The path goes through the first of several galvanised kissing gates along the route
i practical, if not as attractive as wooden ones.

) At the end of the woods a new sign post clearly shows the way to Welshampton,

\ and the path is now fenced off from the fields, and it then joins a farm track. This

‘ 7« continues to Crimps Farm, where a way mark points to the right along another

track. This comes out onto a field, and the path leads straight on up the hill (with

- an optional detour to the left around the edge of the field to view and wonder at
theruinedhousecoul d this be turned i mwvay?).s o me
Head between the fence on the right and the woodland on the left, and continue through more kissing gates. Th
section has a delightfully remote feel, with not a single house in sight, and with luck not a helicopter or plane to

spoil the peace!

Climb the hill leaving a pond in a hollow on your left, and head for the tojndeftl corner of the field, and go
through yet another gate. This section was particularly muddy in December at least, and a walking stick might helj
give a feeling of confidence on the slippery going.

Follow the fence round to the right and pass two ponds, then join a farm track that meets the road beyond a fari
yard on the edge of Welshampton.

So far so good, but decisions have to be made about getting back, and there are a number of alternatives: in ce
anyone plans to walk this route who is unfamiliar with the area, we must advise against any ideas of walking bacl
towards Ellesmere along the A4B%here is no footpath, the road is narrow and windy and there are steep banks on
both sides. So the choices are:

Return the way you cameyou can then enjoy facing the views from the highest point on the route, over the Mere
and as far as the Berwyn Hills.

Or turn left at the road and walk along the footpath until you reach the road junction on the right by the church,
signed to Lyneal. This is a quiet lane that with care may be safely walked. It crosses the canal after three quarters
a mile. Here you can get down to the canal towpath, and if you turn right there are just over three miles of eas)
walking back to Ellesmere, passing fields, woodland and marshland, as well as Colemere and Blakemere close b
As well as seeing Mallards along the canal, there is a good chance of catching a glimpse of electric blue as
Kingfisher flashes by.

This route involves a total circular walk of around seven riilaisd there are still no stiles on this extended route.
From the end of the Canal arm in Wharf Road a short walk through the town will take you back to wherever you
started.
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Of course you could arrange to be collected in Welshampton, or catch a bus back. The latter are not very frequer
and it might be better to catch the tadVelshampton and walkackalong the route to Ellesmere. Bus timetables
are available at Infolink in Wharf Road.

Whichever option you choose, there is an excellent excuse to break the journey at Welshampton at the Sun In
which is about six hundred yards along the road from the end of the farm track on the edge of the village.
Stu and Shirley warmly welcome walkers, and have a comprehensive menu that includes baguettesdeome

soup and a roll, and ploughmandéds Il unches as wel!/l
(especially recommended). Meals are all cooked to order using local produce where possible, and are ver
reasonably priced. For full details wvisit the pubbo

basically 12.00 noon to 11.00pm, but they are closed on Mondays until 6.00pm. There is a beer garden fo
refreshment on warmer days.

I f you then decide to return to EIll esmere via Lyne
weakened by your visit to the pub!), you can take a short footpath opposite the pub car park. Turn left when yol
reach Lyneal Lane. There is however a stile here, and to avoid this you will need to return to Welshampton churcl
and go along Lyneal Lane as described above.

We hope you enjoy this walk. Please let the Editor know if you have any comments about it.

David and Jane Farncombe

Ellesmere Market Hall development proposals

In 2005 a group of local organisations, based on the Ellesmere Economic Development Forum, initiated a feasibility stud
to explore the possibilities of ensuring a viable and sustainable fortule Market Hall. Through public consultation same
new and alternative uses for the hall were identified. These included:

Community facilities with a cafe and improved pultitets
Better facilities for young people
Library, information and community computer facilities
Visitor attraction to link with the Mere and the Canal
More markets
Performance space for theatre and music
Meeting rooms
Since November 2006 a steering group representingthieunity and the Town, District and County Councils has been
meeting to identify possible sources of funding and to refinieldas and aspirations of the community.

TheBig Lottery Community Libraries fund has been identifiedls a major and an important source of funding. The igrant
application will be made in March 2007 and must show that the community is actively engaged in the development an
that thdibrary:
A can act as a centre for community learning
A will be better designed, more accessible and more
available to meet the needs of the community.
A will work in partnerships with the voluntary and
community sector.
The Market Hall is an important community asset and securifigiute offers Ellesmere Big Opportunity. The loca
steeringgroup have sontgig Ideasand with your help and support tBig Lottery can make it a reality.

W? Shropshire.......

For more information contact Geoff Axtidbar624331 Glaire Cartlidge @691 653211







