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Editorial     
 
 

Welcome to Mere News No 39 Summer 2008 
 

Summer ï and what a summer! This week, we have two days of hot weather, two days of rain and now, 

it is blowing a gale. Looking outside the window, the honeysuckle growing up our garage wall is 

flopping in the wind, another job to be done along with the grass cutting. To quote a very old joke, I 

should sprinkle the grass with whiskey, then it would come up half cut! (Sorry). 
 

However, looking forward to Mere News No 40, this issue will start our fourteenth year of publication. 

I have found it difficult to classify Mere News; it is neither a Parish Magazine nor a Local Newsletter, 

so perhaps Community Magazine is the best title. We certainly could not function without the support 

of the community!  
 

So thank you to all our contributors, advertisers, distributors and readers. A special thank you to 

Ellesmere Town Council for their continuing financial support, to all  those who sponsor pages and part 

pages in the magazine, and to those competition winners who have either refused or returned their 

óvaluable prizesô! 
 

Enjoy the remainder of the summer 

Terry Cartlidge  
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I  
n variety, although it was the ñTop of the Billò 

that got people to the theatre, the real life blood of 

variety was the supporting acts. Those amongst 

the ñwines and spiritsò, many of them toured in variety 

for a lifetime ï in the summer they would be beside the 

sea, in summer shows, and then when winter came, 

back they would go in variety.  Of course they had to 

be what was known in the business as ñgood solid 

actsò and I have been looking back at some of the 

notes I made and old programmes of variety days, and 

some good solid acts from those long gone days ï such 

as ï Morton Fraserôs Harmonica Rascals, a comedy 

harmonica band; Ivor Moreton and Dave Kaye Piano 

Duettists; Harry Mooney, comedianðhe teamed up 

with Harry Murray, as Murray and Mooney, comedy 

double act.  Another fine Yorkshire comedian in 

variety was Albert Modley.  I also recall ï Sid 

Millward, he had a comedy band known as the 

ñnitwitsò.  Another of those long forgotten acts was ï 

Felix Mendelssohn and his Hawaiian Serenaders. Len 

Marten was another comic in variety ï who had joined 

the ñStand Easy Showò with Charlie Chester, another 

stand up variety comic.  Harry Korris is another name 

that crops up who toured in the show ñHappidromeò - 

with him was Robbie Vincent 

(ñEnochò)(who was a superb dancer).  

I am sure some older readers will 

remember another comic giant of 

variety days, Nat Jackley, known as the 

ñRubber Neckò comic.  Bill Kerr was 

another variety act who was born in 

South Africa.  As I am writing another 

act from those far off variety days 

springs to mind ï Nan Kenway who 

teamed up with Douglas Young and 

toured in variety as Kenway and 

Young Pianists and Comedy.  Another 

stalwart of variety was ï Stanley 

Holloway, actor/monologist and 

baritone, one of his best known 

monologues being ñAlbert and the 

Lion.ò  Another great and solid variety 

act was the entertainer Dickie 

Henderson who billed himself in those 

days as a ñlight comedianò. His dad, 

also called Dick Henderson, was also a 

comedian and his dadôs first stage 

appearance was in August 1914 at a 

theatre in Canningtown, London.  As I 

have mentioned before, Wilfred 

Pickles (of ñhave a goò fame) started in 

variety as a stand up comic.  He was 

born in Halifax in 1904 and toured in 

variety before turning to straight acting.  Of course 

some acts in those variety days were quite dangerous. I 

recall one act called ñBalliol and Mertonò, they were 

what was known in those days as ñAdagio Dancersò, a 

special feature of the act was a sensational dive from a 

very high platform on stage and he would catch her 

(Andree Merton) in his arms. Itôs interesting to note 

that Andree Mertonôs real name was Elisabeth Bowden 

and she was born in my old home town of Runcorn, the 

act of Balliol and Merton started in 1947 and played on 

the continent and South Africa, and like so many I 

have mentioned, was a solid act in variety. 

 

Keep smiling. 

 

More next time! 

 

Charlie Edwards  
 
 

Curtain     UP  
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Being a few observations at the Wood Lane Nature 

Reserve near Ellesmere during the summer months (May 

to August) of the above years. 
 

On May 7th, 2004 no less that nine grey herons were 

present, some of which may well have been recently 

fledged from the heronry at Ellesmere. Birds with 

broods included Canada geese, oystercatchers, little 

ringed plovers, lapwing, coots, mallard, moorhens as 

well as a pair of shelducks with a fine family of nine 

ducklings. 
 

Common vetch, red clover and the appropriately named 

sweet vernal grass are among plants thriving in the hay 

meadow and forming strong attractions for various 

species of butterflies. 

 

In June the flowers of high summer appear, one of 

which is the beautiful yellow iris -the fleus-de-lys 

(flower of lily) of heraldry and formerly featured in the 

royal arms of France. 
 

July is a month when a few poppies sometimes bloom at 

Wood Lane forming a splash of strong colours (blood 

red and purple) on the islands. Eggshells scattered 

around indicate the successful hatching of mallard, 

tufted duck, coots and moorhens. August, being the end 

of summer, means that various birds feel a desire to 

move around and August 2004 could well have been 

described as "the month of the goose". 
 

May 2005 - and the month began with a visit of some 

24 greylag geese to Wood Lane. Delightful and 

attractive, but sadly non-breeders so no greylag 

goslings on the reserve. 
 

The first buttercups of the summer are blooming in 

sunny places and alongside the pools the heads of the 

lesser pond sedge are carrying heavy loads of pollen. 

Passage migrants in the form of fourteen dunlin and a 

single wood sandpiper were present on the reserve from 

the 11th. 
 

In June, two great spotted woodpeckers were frequently 

seen feeding on a nut dispenser. A small number of 

tufted ducks have "summered" on the reserve and one 

pair have successfully reared young. Towards the end of 

the month dragonflies and damselflies have appeared 

especially on hot days. 
 

July - midsummer and still new summer flowers bloom 

- centuary, great willow herb, bugle, yarrow, musk 

thistles and great mallow do as well as a good show of 

common orchids. Late in the month curlews (some 50 or 

60 of them) began to flight in to roost in the shallows and 

on the islands. 
 

Early August and the first signs of autumn were to be 

observed in the rapid ripening of the rowan berries. Up 

to one thousand Canada geese sometimes overfly the 

reserve in an evening. An amusing sight was that of two 

wood mice climbing to take nuts from one of the 

feeders. 
 

May 2006 - Fine but a bitterly cold wind blowing so 

much so that freshly blooming dandelions were closing 

their petals in protest. Later in the month three young 

lapwings were seen exploring the mud in search of 

nourishment. The pair of shelduck were proudly 

displaying eight young. Late in the month and insect 

activity increased in the colourful shape of a red 

admiral and nearby a banded demoiselle took an early 

flight. On the 26th occurred the event of the year at 

Wood Lane with the visit of four avocets. These black 

and white waders with their upturned bills stayed for 

several hours before the aggressive antics of a male 

shelduck drove them away. 
 

With the advent of June and high summer, many young 

birds such as titmice, finches and tree sparrows are 

making use of the frequently replenished feeders. Also 

rearing young are moorhens, lapwings and 

oystercatchers. 
 

Hot weather on the 9th saw a pair of buzzards soar 

effortlessly above the quarry works and obviously 

making use of the hot air rising from the metal of 

machinery and buildings. 
 

Early in July, the brood of shelducks and their parents 

left Wood Lane. The nest of a wolf spider was found in 

an alder leaf in a pathside tree. The great crested grebes 

have hatched two young and increased numbers of 

curlews have been coming to the reserve to roost. A hot 

spell of weather near the end of the month saw much 

activity by butterflies, damselflies and dragonflies. 
 

August 2006 - later summer or early autumn? At Wood 

Lane the young grebes are thriving and increased 

numbers of greylag geese are visiting the reserve. 

Towards the end of August more than 200 of these 

"proper" wild geese were frequently present their 

farmyard cries being easily distinguished from those of 

several hundred Canada geese. 
 

May 2007 - seemed to be a month for simply seeing 

things at Wood Lane. Early summer flowers in bloom 

included bird's foot trefoil, scarlet pimpernel, herb 

Robert and cuckoo flower, a strong strand of which was 

attracting a number of orange tip butterflies. 
 

Bees were busy in the bramble flowers and from the 

phragmites came the song of sedge warblers. A pair of 

coots nurtured a brood of young as did a female wild 

(Continued on page 7) 

Summer Days at Wood Lane   2004 -2007  
Stanley Horton 
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Work will start on site in June  

Following a long tender period a building contractor has been 
appointed to carry out improvement works to the Mere 
landscape and buildings.  Work will start in June.   
 
Restoration and extension of the Boathouse Restaurant will be 
the first priority.  The new extension will include a Visitor 
Information Centre and public toilets.  The aim is to finish work 
to the Boathouse Restaurant by Christmas 2008.    
 
During the summer Mere Cottage and the three boathouses 
will also be restored.  Mere Cottage will be used by volunteers 
and community groups associated with the park.  
 
The promenade will receive a major facelift later in the season.  
The redundant fencing, poor pathways and failed shrubbery 
will be replaced by new path surfacing and new trees and 
shrubs will form an attractive backdrop to the Mere.  

 

This is a 

Shropshire County 

Council 

and 

Ellesmere Town 

Council 

initiative  

Funded by  

The Mere at Ellesmere Heritage Project 

Newsletter 
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EARNING MY FIRST WAGES! 
 

In 1962, thanks to Mrs Vi Sproston, when I reached the 

age of 14 I was lucky enough to be given a part time job 

to earn some pocket money.  Mrs Workman, the owner 

of ñFred Roberts Gift Shopò was looking for a Saturday 

Girl to help out and Mrs Sproston recommended me. I 

was paid 12/6d (62½p) for a Saturday 9am ï 5pm with 

an hour off for lunch and £2.17.6d (£2-87½p). for a 

weekôs work during the school holidays.  I enjoyed 

saving my money as much as I could, and most 

Saturdays I would put the 10 shillings in my Post Office 

account and keep the half crown for spending.  I loved 

working in the shop with Ruth Jones (née Howell), Jean 

Millman (née Clayton), Sue Francis (née Oritt) and Mrs 

Beryl Workman (the boss!). In those days we sold daily 

newspapers and magazines and Mr Workman used to 

come in early in the mornings to sort out the papers 

with help from Sue.  During my time there Sue got 

married and I remember that she made her own wedding 

dress, sewing lots of small buttons down the back of the 

dress and not long before the wedding day she let us 

have a peep at the back of the dress to see all the 

buttons and I was really excited about that! The flat 

above the shop was Sueôs first home after she was 

married so it was quite handy for the early morning 

starts.   

 

The lorry drivers from the local Dairy (down Wharf 

Road) used to call in to collect the daily newspapers to 

deliver them to the farmers in the outlying areas when 

they picked up the milk on their rounds.  Everybody at 

ñFred Robertsò was lovely to work with and we had lots 

of laughs especially when Jean joined us.  Another 

thing I remember is the library service the shop 

provided at that time, I often had to help some of the 

older ladies to choose a new library book and it was 

quite funny when they brought a particular book back 

and had a little moan at me if I had chosen one for them 

that they hadnôt enjoyed!  It was really enjoyable at 

Christmas-time when we were very busy and I loved 

helping the older people to choose cards and presents as 

well as helping some of the young men choose a card 

for their girlfriend!   

 

When I first started working in the shop I used to get in 

a bit of a mess marking off the Christmas ñDidlumsò 

cards, and I must admit there were quite a few crossings 

out on the customersô cards due to my mistakes!  I was 

a bit nervous when I had to dust the expensive china in 

the room upstairs as I had been warned by the other 

girls that I would have to pay for any breakages!  

Luckily I didnôt break anything.  I canôt ever remember 

having any time off through illness except for one week 

during the school Easter Holidays when I had pleurisy 

and I was so annoyed that I not only missed out on my 

wages, but just as important I missed out on all the 

laughs and things that would be happening that week!  

However, my happy time working in the shop had to 

come to an end when I left school at 16 and needed a 

full time job. When I left Mrs Workman (who is now, 

of course, Mrs Hewitt) gave me a lovely green fountain 

pen as a leaving present.  The following Monday I was 

due to start my first full time job only a few yards from 

ñFred Robertsò shop.   

Perhaps Iôll continue with some memories of that time 

in another edition of Mere News! 

 

Jennie Roberts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

duck. On some freshly exposed mud three little ringed 

plovers and a dunlin sought nourishment. From away 

in the distance came the call of a cuckoo. 
 

In June, tree sparrows are to be seen feeding at both 

stations hopefully giving indications of a successful 

breeding season. In the hay meadow ox-eye daisies are 

now at their best but only a single common orchid has 

been found there. 
 

By mid-month, there was still a little birdsong to be 

heard - mainly from the car park blackbird assisted by 

a diminutive jenny wren. Rather unusually around forty 

tufted ducks were present, they being more frequently 

seen on the Mere at Ellesmere. 
 

July - autumn beckons and already the numbers of 

lapwing visiting the shallows has increased and 

curlews have been flighting in to roost. A rare fine day 

saw plenty of insects on the wing. Butterflies included 

meadow browns, several gatekeepers, a red admiral and 

two common blues. 
 

Warmer weather in early August made a welcome 

change from the rains of June and July. About 170 

greylag geese had just arrived at the reserve and the 

sky seemed full of farmyard goose talk. 
 

For some unknown reason Canada geese seem to 

prefer the washing pool at this time of year. Up to 

seventy curlew were coming in to roost. And so as 

autumn and winter approach these notes will 

hopefully appear in Mere News in September 2008.

  

Stanley  Horton  
 

 

Summer Days at Wood Lane   2004 -2007  
 

(Continued from page 5) 
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Mere Melodies help celebrate the Centenary of Ellesmere Methodist Church with their 

Summer Concert  on 9th July .  
 

The choir presented a range of styles 

from Bernstein to Elgar, Handel to 

Gilbert and Sullivan.  
 

A generous retiring collection  from the 

appreciative audience raised over £335 

for local charities. To mark the 

centenary and the choirõs regular use of 

the building for its practices and 

concerts, half of the money collected 

was donated to the Methodist Church.  
 

The photograph shows choir member 

Steve Gilbert handing over a cheque for 

£100 to Averil McDonald representing 

Hope House Hospice. Other cheques 

were presented to Area 51 Skate Park, 

Severn Hospice and Ellesmere League of 

Friends.  
 

The choirõs next  concert will be  ôSing Nowellõ on Friday December 12th at Ellesmere Town Hall-please 

make a note in your diary!  
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16th September 2008 

The History of Hawkstone Park 

 

21st October 2008 

The River Severnôs Journey through 

Shropshire 

 

18th November 2008 

The Himalayas and Back on a 

motorcycle 

 

16th December 2008 

All About Christmas/Society Christmas 

Party 

 

20th January 2009 

Wildlife around Ellesmere 

 

17th February 2009 

Ellesmere Hospital/Community Centre 

 

17th March 2009 

Old Films of Ellesmere 

 

21st April 2009 

Hearing Dogs for the Deaf 

 

21st May 2009 

Visit to Cholmondeley Castle 

 

16th June 2009 

Fullwoods 

 

21st July 2009 

A.G.M 

The Ellesmere Society 
 

The society was born out of the Ellesmere 1983 exhibition, which aimed to lift the status of the town. Following its 

success there was a desire to create a town historical or similar group, which finally took the form of the Ellesmere 

Society. It had as its aims to stimulate public interest in the area and to encourage high standards of planning and 

architecture in or affecting the area.  
 

One of the societyôs founders was Tony Hamlin and it was due to his encouragement and expertise that enabled it to 

achieve many of its objectives. Among many representations made to local authorities through the years the most 

extensive concerned the original ideas for the wharf by Burbury Investments LTD. A major concern to the society 

was the extra traffic that would have been generated. Whilst those ideas did not materialise the present development 

will still see a considerable increase in traffic. It is therefore satisfying to note that the societyôs original concerns 

have been recognised by the installation of traffic lights.  
 

In 1988 the society published the óEllesmere Historical Town Walkô booklet under the editorship of Tony Hamlin. 

This was revised in 1999. Then in March this year a new edition of the booklet was published, updated by Peter 

Sanderson and with illustrations by Fiona Jackson.  
 

Tony Hamlin was the author of another booklet published by the society in 1992. Entitled óThe Ellesmere Railway 

Accident, 1887ô, it is a full account of the accident at the townôs station on 6th November 1887 and its consequences. 

Finally resulting in the directors of Cambrian Railways being called to the bar of the House of Commons.  
 

A recent project involving various members of the society has seen the publication of six booklets entitled 

óTwentieth Century Ellesmereô. They comprise of a variety of memories by local residents of life in the town during 

the last century, with photographs and illustrations by Harry Mould.  

A special composite edition of the memories was prepared and presented to Ellesmere College, to Lakelands and the 

Primary School, to Ellesmere and Oswestry Libraries and to Shropshire Archives.  
 

Anyone interested in any of the publications (except the special edition) should contact the Ellesmere Society at  

67 Hillcrest, Ellesmere.  
 

Meetings of the Society are held on the third Tuesday of each month, except August, at the Comrades Sports and 

Society Club at 7.30pm. New members and/or visitors will be made most welcome.   

 Programme for 2008 -2009  

New members and visitors welcome 

Current annual subscriptionð£11 per person 
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As mentioned in the introduction to previous walks, it 

becomes difficult to find new routes that start in Elles-

mere without walking along rather busy roads to begin 

with ï but these are only included where there is a pave-

ment. On this route you will be walking along such a 

road for about twenty minutes out of the total time of 

two hours or more.  
 

Leave the centre of Ellesmere by walking along Trim-

pley (or Brownlow Road), and continue along Elson 

Road for about a mile, enjoying the gardens on the way. 

The pavement on the left side is better for walking on, 

as the hedges on the other side in places force walkers 

out to the edge of the pavement. When it ends you need 

to cross to the pavement on the right. Continue for 

about 400 yards beyond the last bungalow. On the right-

hand bend cross carefully into the lane signed Crickett  

and Perthy. 
 

Walking along this lane you will immediately be able to 

start enjoying some peace from the sound of traffic, and 

you can take to the wide verge should you meet any on 

this section. Once you have passed the elegant frontage 

of Ellesmere Grange, turn right at the junction, and con-

tinue past Elson House Farm until you reach the main 

road. 
 

You may now be wondering why you have just taken a 

detour off this road, only to get back to it! This is be-

cause the section from the saw mill to this junction is 

too dangerous to include in this route ï and the detour is 

much more pleasant!  
 

Turn left along the short service road of Hawthorne Es-

tate, until you are opposite Horseshoe Lane. Cross the 

main road with care ï this stretch of road often seems to 

be taken by drivers at too high a speed. Continue along 

the lane past some cottages until you reach a clearly 

signed stile on the right. Cross into the field and head 

towards the upper end. 

 

A small herd of young cows watched me pass, but only 

dared to come closer once I was over the next stile! This 

is under a large oak close to a pond. 
 

Walk straight across the next field towards the tallest 

oak in the tree-filled valley of a small stream. This is 

Shell Brook, which further to the north-west forms the 

boundary between Shropshire and Wales.  
 

You have now reached what I described at the head of 

the page as óa masterpiece of timber constructionô. A 

solidly built bridge crosses the brook; then a flight of 

steps takes you up the steep bank to the line of the for-

mer Ellesmere to Wrexham railway. Beyond this an-

other flight continues the route to the top of the valley 

side. I think it is great that all this construction work is 

in place just so that walkers like ourselves can get 

through. It deserves to be used more! 
 

Cross the field to a gate, and then head to the right of 

the recently modernised house to a stile. Walk past the 

house to a gate and then stay close to the hedge on the 

right to a stile in the corner. This is near the main gate 

to the house. Once over the stile turn left, and walk the 

few yards to the lane and turn right. Ten yards along, 

turn right and cross another stile. Walk along the side of 

the fence, beyond which are pens and rows of green 

sheds, and cross the next stile. The waymark here points 

straight across the field, but because of the marshy area 

ahead, you will see that the footpath veers left, curves 

around two oaks and then leads back right to a stile in 

the hedge. Cross this stile and the one opposite on the 

other side of Caegoody Lane.  
 

In this next field bear slightly right and head for a point 

midway between the power line pole on the right and 

two oaks on the left, and keep straight across towards 

the large tree behind the third house from the left in the 

line of houses. The footpath goes through a gap be-

tween two houses, and crossing another stile brings you 

onto Grange Road.  

Ellesmere, Elson and Caegoody ï by David Farncombe 
 

A local walk taking in quiet roads, some little-used footpaths  

and a masterpiece of timber construction 

Walk Facts and Guidance  
 

!:25000 OS map ï Explorer 240 Oswestry/Croesoswallt  
Distance: 4 1/4 miles or 7 km    Time 2 to 2 ½ hours  
Terrain: The first mile is along a busy road but it has a pavement all the way. Then follow two short 
stretches of much quieter lanes. The rest of the route is along well way -marked footpaths, with 
mostly excellent, recently reconstructed stiles, of which there are about 20. Not surprisingly at the 
beginning of June hedges at the sides of some stiles were a little overgrown, and where stiles are in 
the corners of fields nettles tend to thrive! A stout stick and even a pair of secateurs might prove 
handy.  
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Cross the road and turn right. If time is short you can 

now walk back to Ellesmere along the pavement that 

continues all the way to town. However a slightly 

longer route by field paths is much quieter and more 

pleasant. To take this, walk past the 40 mph sign for 

a few yards, until you come to a bright yellowy green 

dividing hedge. Immediately past this a footpath 

leads along by the hedge over the front lawn of the 

house called ñThe Mallardsò. It is definitely a public 

right of way however, and you will see a way-

marked stile at the end of the garden which takes you 

back into a field. 
 

Like many of the fields on this walk, in early June it 

had recently been mown for silage, so the walking 

was easy. Head straight across to another stile; it is 

near an oak tree, which is the left hand one of a row 

of five. Here the nettles were thriving and prompted 

my suggestion about taking a stick (or wearing suita-

bly protective clothing). 
 

In the next field walk along the hedge on your right 

to yet another stile in the corner with more nettles. 

Cross, and then head between the poplar plantation 

on your right and the fence and woodland on your 

left. Many of the trees in this little wood are wild 

cherry, and they must have been quite a sight when 

in flower. Go through two steel gates one after the 

other ï the horses here were friendly and caused no 

trouble - and then a little further on go through the 

right hand of two more steel gates. Walk across the 

field following the hedge on your left, and near the 

corner cross the stile. Walk forward about thirty 

yards until you can turn right and cross a stile next to 

a gap in the hedge by a large oak. Bear slightly right 

and continue across fields crossing three more stiles. 

The last two of these are rather makeshift and in 

marked contrast to all the previous stiles many of 

which are fairly new and in good condition.  
 

Follow the well trodden path along the line of pop-

lars and soon you come to the twenty first (I think) 

and last stile. Cross this, climb up onto the railway 

embankment and turn right, and after a few yards 

turn left down to a tarmac path. 
 

From here you can either go out on to Swanmere 

Park or by turning right walk along to join 

Diksmuide Drive. Follow either road out to Swan 

Hill, turn right and walk back to the town centre. 
 

If you try this walk or any of the others published in 

previous editions of ñMere Newsò please send the 

Editor your comments, especially if you meet any 

problems with the route.  

 Ellesmere Youth Theatre 

has gone from strength to 

strength since its formation 

over four years ago.  Recent 

successes in Lamda examinations (LAMDA is the 

London School of Music and Dramatic Art)  were 

largely due to the hard work of drama instructor 

Mrs Sam Forster who encouraged and helped 

develop the children's skills with fantastic results.  

Lamda qualifications work in much the same way as 

qualifications in Music and are a great bonus on any 

ROA (Record of Achievement) especially if your 

child is thinking of following courses in Creative 

Arts.  
 

Unfortunately Sam is moving to pastures new as she 

has been accepted on a graduate teacher training 

programme.  This will take up a lot of her free time 

so Sam will no longer be able to act as our drama 

instructor.  
 

As chairman of the group it is now up to me to find 

a replacement.  If you know of anyone who is 

prepared to commit to a few paid teaching hours a 

week plus expenses with a group of about 20 

children then please 

contact me.  It would 

be such a shame to 

fold the group after 

four years of very 

hard work.  
 

The next production 

ôThe Rocky Monster 

Showõ by Malcolm 

Sircom will take place on 24th and 25th October at 

Lakelands School.  We look forward to seeing you 

there.  
 

If your child would like to join the group please 

contact me as soon as possible. Sessions are 

currently held on Saturday mornings in the Drama 

Studio at Lakelands School.   
 

Similarly, if you would like to be a more active 

member and join the committee that would be 

fantastic.  

Please contact me on 01691 624470 or 

07780988739   

email margaretlago2@btopenworld.com  
 

 

Thank you 

Margaret Lagoyianni (chairman EYT)  

EYT 
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T&P Services  
Home and Garden  

Tel 01691 774507  
Mobile 07754 752068 

 
§ Patios, paths, fencing, 

concreting 
§ House and garden clearance 
§ Sheds supplied and erected 
§ Metal and wooden gates 

supplied and fitted 
§ Low maintenance gardens our 

speciality 
§ Lawn cutting service 
§ Total and selective weed control 

 
We do much more, please ring to 

find out  

BRIAN  

HINTON  

Domestic & Commercial 
 

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 
 

Top Products Used 
For Top Quality 

Results 
 

Rapid Drying Time 
 

All Work Fully Insured 
 

Telephone: 
Ellesmere 01691 622895 

Mobile 07929 528209 
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Branch continues to thrive in support of Wildlife 
 

The Ellesmere Branch of Shropshire Wildlife Trust has just completed another excellent 

season of monthly indoor meetings at Ellesmere Town Hall. The illustrated talks ranged 

across many aspects of wildlife in Shropshire.  

 

Three of them covered the work of three bodies which play a vital role for wildlife in the 

county ï Shropshire Wildlife Trust, The National Trust and the Field Studies Council.  

We also heard about Nightjars, the Long Mynd, the European rainforest and bees and wasps. Perhaps the most 

challenging talk was from a local farmer who discussed the issues raised between farming interests and those of 

wildlife. If we want farming to thrive and yet to provide habitats for wildlife, it is clearly vital that the farming 

community and conservationists exchange ideas and seek ways of achieving both aims. 

Perhaps the most outstanding illustrations of any of those shown at the meetings were by Jim Almond, a local 

amateur photographer who in May took us on a photographic tour of some of the countyôs nature reserves. His 

pictures certainly provided the incentive for members to get out during the summer and enjoy first hand the 

outstanding scenery and wildlife of Shropshire. 

 

Our next season of meetings starts in September. We meet on the first Thursday of each month at 8.00pm in 

Ellesmere Town Hall. All members of the Trust and their friends are welcome ï indeed they are open to anyone 

with an interest in wildlife. If you are new to the area, please consider coming along to one of our meetings 

 

Thursday 4th September   ñBats ï Mammals of the Skyò  Nick Haywood introduces these fascinating creatures, 

telling their life stories, where to find them, and how to identify the different species. 

 

Thursday 2nd October   Low Carbon Community Project   Are you aware that Ellesmere is being targeted to 

reduce its carbon footprint by reducing the amount of energy we each use? Representative from the Marches 

Energy Agency will tell us about the project, and 

lead a discussion.  

 

Thursday 6th November   A Birding Migration   

Oliver Smart showed us his slides of his close 

encounters with bears on his last visit. This time he 

concentrates on his main interest which is birds, 

and their extraordinary annual journeys across the 

world. 

 

Thursday 4th December  A Christmas Get-

Together   Come and socialise and enjoy some 

seasonal fare, and take part in one or two games 

and a light-hearted quiz all with a wildlife theme. 

Lyneal Wood Farm, Lyneal, Ellesmere 

Call Stan on 07866535058 

Email: con-

tact@sparksrflyin.fsnet.co.uk 



Mere News  Issue 39               page 14  
 

 

The disappearance of Owain Glyn Dwr in 1415 is 

probably the most celebrated unsolved mystery in the 

history of Wales.  His revolt against the English crown 

and his struggle to establish an independent Welsh state 

with its own native prince, language, government, 

church and universities is well documented.  Prof. 

R.R.Daviesô óThe Revolt of Owain Glyn Dwrô pub. in 

1995 is a magnificent sequel to Sir John Lloydôs 

seminal book of 1931.  However, when it comes to the 

death of Owain and the location of his final resting 

place there is practically no reliable contemporary 

documentary evidence. The most popular account tells 

how Owain became a fugitive and eventually took 

refuge with his daughter at Monnington Straddel where 

he died and is buried.  This account is given some 

credibility because his daughter, Alice, did indeed 

marry John Scudamore and live at Monnington 

although even this story has been confused with 

Monnington-on-Wye, a different village.  Other claims 

to be the burial place include Valley Crucis Abbey, the 

ancestral burial place of Owainôs family, Bangor 

Cathedral and numerous others.  Sadly it seems that 

none can provide incontrovertible documentary 

evidence.  Dr. J.R.S. Phillips published an exhaustive 

study of the sources involved in the 1972 Bulletin of the 

Board of Celtic Studies. This study includes previously 

unconsidered fifteenth century Welsh manuscripts in 

the National Library of Wales and the Bodleian Library.  

These, quite independently of each other, record a 

tradition of very early date that Owain Glyndwr died in 

September 1415, and it concludes, ñthere seems to be 

no evidence to make such a date impossible.ò Indeed 

this is concordant with the offer of a royal pardon to 

Owain in July 1415 and a similar offer made to Owainôs 

son, Meredudd, in February 1416 which, significantly, 

makes no mention of Owain.     Furthermore, from 

internal evidence it can be deduced that one of the 

manuscripts (Peniarth MS 26) was written in the area 

around Oswestry, Owainôs home district.  But no 

mention is made of his burial. 

 

The other contemporary source is the Chronicle of 

Adam of Usk, an ecclesiastical lawyer and a monk who, 

as a supporter of Owain, had ambitions to become 

Bishop of Llandaff when Owain was in power.  He was 

eventually granted a royal pardon at the instance of 

David Holbach, a descendant of the ancient Princes of 

Powis who lived at Dudleston and was the founder of 

Oswestry School.  Under the year 1415 he makes the 

following entry: 

 

ñAfter four years in hiding, from the king and the realm, 

Owen Glendower died, and was buried by his followers 

in the darkness of night.  His grave was discovered by 

his enemies, however, so he had to be re-buried, though 

it is impossible to discover where he was laid.ò  

 

This statement suggests that only his closest followers 

knew the final resting place of Owen Glyndwr and it 

follows therefore that this would be a carefully chosen 

spot in land held by one of them.  The search has 

always been directed towards Owainsô daughters, 

especially Alice, but I have yet to see other members of 

his family circle considered.  It seems reasonable to 

assume, given that the first offer of a royal pardon was 

made to Owain and the second to his son Mereudd, that 

members of the family were sheltering them.  The 

Hanmer brothers had been among Owainôs most loyal 

supporters right from the beginning which is not 

surprising when it is considered how their father, an 

eminent lawyer and justice of the kingôs bench, had 

made it possible for Owain to have the same legal 

training as them in London and had given him his 

daughterôs hand in marriage.    Some indication of the 

strength of this family bond can be seen when, on the 

death of Sir David Hanmer in 1387, his family made 

Owain one of the feoffes (a trustee) 

of his estate.  Two of the Hanmer 

brothers, Gruffudd and Philip, were 

at his side to proclaim him Prince of 

Wales at Glyn Dyfrdwy on 16th 

Sept. 1400 and all three fulfilled the 

most trusted duties throughout the 

long campaign for  Welsh 

independence.  John Hanmer was 

sent with Gruffudd Young as 

ambassadors to the King of France 

to conclude an alliance in May 1404 

and when John was captured in 

1405 the single greatest fine (500 

marks) of the entire war was 

(Continued on page 15) 

Plas Beddowe(n) 

The Mansion of Owainôs Grave 
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imposed on him reducing him, so he claimed, to 

poverty.  Even in Owainôs final year, when all was lost, 

Philip Hanmer was in Paris pleading Owainôs cause to 

the bitter end.  The Hanmers then are certainly strong 

candidates to have been among ñthe followersò, 

mentioned by Adam of Usk, who were 

responsible for the secret reburial of 

Owain.  Another candidate would have 

been John Kynaston of the Stocks, brother-

in-law to Angharad, Sir David Hanmerôs 

wife, who was brought before the Kingôs 

Bench for his part in the revolt of 1400 and 

who later had to obtain a royal pardon for 

coercing the tenants of Ellesmere, 

Hampton and Colemere to support Hotspur 

at the Battle of Shrewsbury. 

 

The estates of Philip and Gruffudd were 

both confiscated but John Hanmer and 

John Kynaston managed to recover theirs.  Between the 

ancient Hanmer estate and that of Kynaston at the 

Stocks, Welshampton, is a lowland area called 

Bradenheath overlooking which is the original site of 

the village, a high flat hill, still known as óOld 

Hamptonô.  Since the fourteenth century it had been in 

the lordship of the Lestranges of Knockin.  Adjoining 

this on a smaller steep sided hill is a farm known today 

as óBank Farmô but until the 19th century it was called 

óPlas Beddoweô.  Johnôs Kynastonôs house at the Stocks 

is clearly visible on one side and the Hanmer estate at 

Bettisfield on the other. The Hanmers held Plas 

Beddowe at least as 

far back as the early 

15th century and, if 

we accept that a 

f e o f f m e n t 

(conveyance) for 

ñthe chief messuage 

in Hamptonò in the 

B e t t i s f i e l d 

Manuscripts in the 

NLW dated 1346 

refers to the same 

place, probably a 

long time before 

that.  The term 

óchief messuageô 

and óplasô, usually 

t r a n s l a t e d  a s 

ómansionô, seem to 

be describing the 

same thing.  The earliest rent roll (in the Shropshire 

Archives) dating to when the manor of Hampton came 

into the estates of the Earl of Derby by marriage in the 

early 15th century instructs the agent ñSir Thomas 

Hanmer witholdeth my lord of a tenement named place 

Beddowe it be that the survey have found out éé

Search the auditors booke and other records how many 

Sir Thomas Hanmers Ancestors pay for chief rentò.  

The result of the enquiry is recorded later: ñthe rent 

thereof was always in the Kynnastons tyme, when the 

same was Stuart there, payd to my lords officers handes 

and the sayd tenement called place beddowe was in old 

Mr Hanmers hands that dwelt at 

Hampton and after inquiry 

hands of Sir Thomas Hanmers 

brother or one of his name and 

so continued there.ò Before the 

end of the century one óJohn 

Hanmer Elysô was paying rent 

but after the manor came into the 

hands of Lord Ellesmere his 

agent in 1637 had to enquire 

ñWhere is Plas Bedowe?ò The 

outcome was that John Hanmer 

was recognized as the ófree 

tenantô of óPlas Beddowe.  Thus 

we have a record of Hanmer occupation of Plas Beddow 

back to Kynastonôs stewardship of Maelor and 

Ellesmere (John Kynaston regained this post after his 

pardon in 1404).   

 

The name óPlas Beddoweô is interesting in that while 

the usual translation from the Welsh is óBeddowôs 

Mansionô it could, very possibly be óPlas Beddowe(n) 

ie. óOwainôs graveô.  When this idea was mooted to the 

present occupier of Plas Beddowe, Richard Hall, he 

promptly produced his oldest map of the property, 

(undated but almost certainly 19th century) that clearly 

shows a cross marked beside the house.  He informed 

me that an ancient yew tree used to exist at the 

intersection of the cross.  

 

One final point to consider is that earliest known use of 

the, previously unexplained, prefix of óWelshô to 

óHamptonô is found in the 1587 list of recusant 

Catholics preserved in the British Library which 

contains two familiar names, ñ Mr.Hanmer of 

Bradenheathò and ñ.Mr William Kynaston of 

Welshehamptonò.  Of course the explanation could be 

that it was added to signify a village largely populated 

by Welsh, or at least Welsh-speaking, people but might 

it just be that the village came to be known as 

Welshampton because here carefully concealed, just as 

Adam of Usk recorded in his chronicle, is one of the 

most precious and elusive treasures of Wales? 

 

I gratefully acknowledge the assistance of the National 

Library of Wales, the Shropshire Archives, Ellesmere 

Library, Francis Horton, Richard Hall (the present 

owner of Plas Beddowe) and Olwen Purslow. 

 

Christopher Jobson 

 
 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Pot Luck Quiz 
 

Part One ï Easy 
 

1. If Dennis is the Menace, what is Beryl? 

2. Which French port is closest to Britain 

3. Who composed the music for óCatsô? 

4. Tea contains which acid? 

5. You would go to Towcester to see which sport? 

6. Which Mary founded the óclean up TVô 

campaign in 1964? 

7. What is dried in Kentish Oast Houses? 

8. Which fruit can be served óBelle Heleneô? 

9. On the Union Jack, how many blue triangles are 

there? 

10. Who was born Maurice Micklewhite? 

11. Mrs Blake Edwards won an Oscar for Mary 

Poppins, how is she better known? 

12. What is another name for the Linden Tree? 

13. Which tool can be band, hand or hack? 

14. Who backed Katrina on her 1997 Eurovision 

winner? 

15. óMy Heart Will Go Onô came from which 

smash hit film? 

16. Which Al was the crime boss of Chicago during 

prohibition? 

17. What colour is Rupert Bearôs scarf? 

18. Which is the biggest, the USA, Germany or 

Canada? 

19. Africaôs biggest Lake is named after which 

British Queen? 

20. What is the name given to the first hit in the 

game of tennis? 

 

Part Two ï Not Quite So Easy 
 

1. Who wears a Chasuble? 

2. Is BST before or behind GMT? 

3. How many valves does a bugle have? 

4. Where is a fresco painted? 

5. Why does a glow worm glow? 

6. What was the title of the Eurovision winner for 

Bucks Fizz? 

7. Which countryôs stamps show the word Hellas? 

8. Number 22 in bingo is represented by a pair of 

what? 

9. Van Pelt is the surname of which óPeanutsô 

character? 

10. Who wrote the novel óWhere Eagles Dareô? 

11. Eton School is in which county? 

12. What is the best hand in a game of Poker? 

13. Daniel Carroll found theatrical fame under 

which name? 

14. Which spirit is Pimms No 1 based on? 

15. Which country produces more than 70% of the 

worldôs olive oil? 

16. What is Ghee? 

17. What type of animal can be Texel and Romney 

Marsh? 

18. What is Paul McCartneyôs first name? 

19. What is lowered by a beta-blocker? 

20. How many bridesmaids attended Princess 

Diana? 

 

Part Three ï Just a Little More Difficult  
 

1. Which detective worked for Radio West? 

2. Which novelist created Jack Frost? 

3. Which instrument did Lionel Hampton play? 

4. What is the police officerôs name in óWest Side 

Storyô? 

5. In the Old Testament, which two books are 

named after women? 

6. Who or what was PG Woodhouseôs óEmpress 

of Blandingsô? 

7. An odalisque is a female what? 

8. Who was the husband of the cellist Jaqueline 

Du Pre? 

9. Which superstar first charted with óCome Fly 

With Meô? 

10. Mycology is the study of what? 

11. The star Betelgeuse is in which constellation? 

12. In poetry, what was hung around the neck of 

the ancient mariner? 

13. Which campaign group flour-bombed the 

House of Commons in May 2004? 

14. In which film did Chaplin first tackle dialogue? 

15. What is a Killick? 

16. What relation was Queen Victoria to George 

IV? 

17. How many cubic centimetres are there in a 

cubic metre? 

18. Which city is the capital of Tibet? 

19. Who composed óClair de Luneô? 

20. Where did Balti cooking originate? 

 

Please try this quiz, there are no trick questions, 

we recommend you consult a good Encyclopaedia 

(try Ellesmere Library).  

 

Good luck  
 

Terry Cartlidge 
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CROSSWORD by David Farncombe 

 

No cryptic clues this time, but a straightforward General Knowledge crossword. So get out your dictionary, ency-

clopaedia and Atlas, and have a go for a chance to win one of the Editorôs prizes. 

The closing date is 15th October 2008.  Good Luck! 
 

 
 

Clues Across: 

1. Common member of the Maple family (8) 

5. Unit of heredity composed of DNA (4) 

9. Fabric woven from flax (5) 

10. Tallest living mammal (7) 

11. Nymphs that live in water (6) 

12. Type of computer (6) 

15. The sum of an individualôs behavioural and mental characteristics (11) 

19. They go off (stage) (6) 

20. Gamebird (6) 

23. Trinidadian Nobel Prize-winning novelist living in Britain (7) 

25. Weapon used in jousting (5) 

26. New Testament physician (4) 

27. Short, clipped musical notes (8) 

 

Clues Down: 

1. Goddess of the Moon (6) 

2. Many-segmented arthropod (9) 

3. French Nobel Prize-winning biochemist (5) 

4. Capital of a Baltic state (4) 

6. Small legendary being (3) 

7. Capacity for activity (6) 

8. English builder of railways, bridges and ships (6) 

13. Republic on the Baltic Sea (9) 

14. Small colonial insect (3) 

16. Ice-cream topped with sauce, nuts and cream (6) 

17. North Shropshire village  (6) 

18. Wood-boring marine mollusc (6) 

21. Object from the past (5) 

22. Musically too low in pitch (4) 

24.  Fluid for writing (3) 

1                                                                                                                              2                                                            3                                                                                                                                          4                     5 6  7 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     8                                                                                                       

9                                                                                  10       

                                                                                                                                                                  

11       12   13   

      14       

 15   16         

17            18 

19       20 21     

      22       

23  24      25     

                                                           

26     27        

 

Answers to Crossword Issue 38, with  editorõs 

apologies for errors!  

 

Across  

1.Fence  4.Demoted 8.Lotus position 9.Wise 

10.Robust 14. Harbour master 16.Upsets 17.Slot 

21.Take it in turns 23. Red flag 24. Eider  

 

Down 

1.Fault  2.Northwards 3.Exists 4.Demon 

5.Manitoba 6. Taxi 7. Dignitary 11.Untutored 

12.Thruster 13.(no Clue)  15. On trial 18. Lathe 

19.Sing 20.User 22.(No clue)  

 

Congratulations to our winner:  

Mr Hugh Battersby, Ellesmere  


