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Editorial     
 

 

Welcome to Mere News No 42 Autumn 2009 and welcome to the sunshine at last, 

although as I write this, it happens to be raining-put the lawn mowing on hold until the 

weekend! 

Going back to Mere News No 41, there was a very good entry for the crosswordï 27 

correct, almost a record for us but only one (winning!) entry for the Rivers Quizð

perhaps it was too difficult. 

So, I hope I can look forward to a bumper entry for the competitions in this edition 42. 

Enjoy what is left of the Summer and we will be with you again at Christmas! 

  
Terry Cartlidge  
 

 
 

Printed by ABBEY WORKS of Shrewsbury 

 

The Corner House 
20 High Street, Ellesmere 

01691 623478 

Open Sunday 10am from mid May 
Tuesday to Saturday 8.30 am   

 
 
¶ Large choice of Breakfasts 

including vegetarian choices served 
all day 

 
¶ Extensive Menu to suit all tastes 
 
¶ Wines and a choice of local bottled 

beers supplied by Tanners of 
Shrewsbury 

 
¶ Most Credit and Debit cards 

accepted 

 A4 A5 A6 A7 

 per issue £45 £30 £20 £15 

 Feature position * 
 Inside front or back  cover 

£50 £40 £30 £20 

 For  3 issues £120 £70 £50 £30 

Feature position * £140 £100 £70 £40 
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Curtain Up  
 

In the great days of music 

hall and variety it was 

always a great honour to 

be asked to appear in a 

Royal Variety Show.  The 

first Royal Command 

Performance was the 1st 

July 1912, attended by 

Kind George and Queen 

Mary, at The Palace 

Theatre. Many stars of the 

time appeared including 

Fanny Fields, Harry Tate, 

Vesta Tilly, Little Tick, 

Arthur Prince (ventriloquist) with his Dummy ñJimò, 

George Robey, David Devant (Magician) Wilkie Band, 

Anna Pavlova Harry Lauder, Kate Carney, Fred 

Emney, Harry Chapion, Lupino Lane, Ella Retford, 

Ella Shields and Florrie Ford.  What a line up that must 

have been.  There werenôt any Royal Variety 

Performances from 1913 to 1918.  Also there were 

none from 1939 until 5th November 1945.  It would 

seem that the one Royal Variety Show that proved the 

most popular, and most variety artists at the time seem 

to remember with affection and many said at the time 

what a popular show it was, was the Show of 1948, 

and readers will see from some of the stars why it was 

so popular.  The artists were:  The Blackpool Tower 

Circus Dancers, Charlie Chester, Arthur Haynes, 

Frederick Ferrari, Ken Morris, Len Marten, The John 

Tiller Girls, Ted Ray, George and Bert Bernard, 

Randolph Sutton, Nellie Wallace, G H Elliott, Gertie 

Gitana, Talbot OôFarrell, Billy Danvers, Ella Shields, 

Stewart MacPherson, Ted Heath and his 

band, The Radio Revellers, Derek Roy, 

George Melachrino and his strings, Julie 

Andrews, The Luton Girlsô Choir, Arthur 

Askey, Bud Flanagan, Nevo & Knox, 

Naughton and Gold, Eddie Grey, Danny 

Kaye, Chesney Allen, with Henry Hall and 

his orchestra, it was at the London 

Palladium. No wonder this show was 

remembered with affection from the old 

variety days ï because it had a lot of the 

old variety artists, lots nearing retiring age 

and the end of their entertaining days.  

(The above details about Royal Command 

Shows are from a book now out of print 

called ñWhoôs who in Varietyò published 

by ñThe Performerò in 1950). 
 

Iôve written quite often about the stars of 

variety I saw but what about the performers 

lower down the bill amongst the ñwines 

and spiritsò, who year in and year out 

travelled this country to all those long forgotten 

theatres most of which are now knocked down ï made 

into flats or offices or ñbingo hallsò, such very clever 

acts that I remember such as Ravic & Renee, a very 

clever acrobatic roller skating act who just appeared at 

the Grant Theatre Derby in 1948.  Or Sid Plummer a 

comedy xylophonist Ivor Moreton and Dave Kaye, 

piano duettists.  Archie Elray, ventriloquist first 

appeared at the ñEmpressò Brixton in 1919!!  Percy 

Edwards, Bird and Animal mimic, George Doonan 

comedian who toured in the show ñCaseyôs Courtò at 

the same time as Charlie Chaplin.   Reg Dixon 

comedian with his signature tune ñConfidentiallyò.  

Peggy Desmond, a wonderful piano act.  De Haven & 

Page comedians who were members of George Blacks 

original ñcrazy gangò..  Dudley Dale comedian and 

dancer of the act ñDudley Dale and his Gangò. 

Arthur Worlsey ventriloquist who first appeared in 

London at the South London Palace in 1935.  Jackie 

Allen and Barbara Xylophonists.  Sirdani Comedy 

Magician.  Billy ñUkeò Scott instrumentalist and 

singer.  Scott and Foster Comedy Act.  Albert Saveen 

ventriloquist with his dummy ñDaisy Mayò.  Gaston 

Palmer comedy juggler.  George Doonan ï comedian, 

he was one of the first comedians to adopt smart 

lounge suits as stage attire.  Gladys Morgan, comedian 

with a funny high pitched laugh!  What a funny lady 

she was.  Wheeler and Wilson comedians, Eric 

Whitley, tenor born in Wrexham, sung with Carroll 

Gibbons and Jack Hyltonôs Band, so many names and 

acts ï so many memories.  Thatôs all for now folks, 

more next time. 
 

Keep smiling. 

Happy Days.  

Charlie Edwards 
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SMALL  ANIMAL CONSULTATIONS 

by appointment 

 

 

WEEKDAYS 
8.45am, 2.00pm,- 2.30pm, 5.30pm ï 6.00pm 

 
 

SATURDAYS 
10.00am ð10.30am 

 

FARM & HORSE VISITS 

AVAILABLE  

 

 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Blakemere 

Veterinary Centre 

12 Talbot Street 

Ellesmere 

Shropshire 

SY12 0HQ 

 
Tel:  (01691) 622201 

Fax; (01691) 622118 

 

 

W ell, well, well.  

 

Giant carp spotted 

at the mere. No, I don't 

mean the fish, but the 

moaning minnies going on 

about the Boathouse 

restaurant. What was all 

that fuss about? Its open 

now serving visitors and 

natives alike ñgood grub, at fair prices. Lets 

give them a chance to prove they can do it 

well. Sure it took time to get it opened, but 

that was not the fault of the new 

management.  

 

Following the opening celebration of the 

restaurant in July, (see page 6) dignitaries 

were treated to a trip on The Lady 

Katherine around The Mere, and I sneaked 

on board amongst them. The passengers 

were entertained with a detailed 

commentary on the geology, human and 

natural history of The Mere, including the 

ôtrueõ account of how I formed this puddle.  

 

 

The guide was chief Ranger Gareth Eggar 

and his commentary, he claimed, was  ôoff 

the cuffõ.  Such is the talent of our 

custodians of the countryside that they can 

turn their hands to such activities based on 

their  great knowledge without hardly a 

thought ð well done Gareth. I think that all  

passengers of the Lady K should have the 

opportunity to hear Gareth's wisdom ð how 

about recording it?  

 

And finally, as the Wharf Superstore opens 

its doors, what shall we make of it? Will it 

drive some of our little townõs shops to close, 

or will it, as hoped bring more people to 

shop in  Ellesmere? And if the latter, will 

the traffic be too much for us to cope with? 

Lets hope it will all be positive.  

 

Mrs Ellis  

 

9-10a.m  2.00-2.30 pm   5.00ï 5-45pm 

9.00am ï10.00 am 

Mondayð Friday 

Tuesday & Thursday 5.00-6.00pm 
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P & G Vehicle Repairs  
 

YOUR ONE STOP  

MOT/SERVICE CENTRE 

 
¶ M.O.Ts  - Class 4 & NOW Class 7 

¶ Servicing/Repairs all makes & models 

¶ Tyres, Balancing & Tracking 

¶ Exhausts & Batteries 

¶ SnapðOn  Diagnostic code reading 

¶ Parts & Accessories available 
 

Contact: Tel 01691 622849 

Fax: 01691 624483 
 

  Cargotec Industrial Park, 

Elson Road,   

Ellesmere  

 

STARTING SOON 
Would you like to have the confidence to make a speech or give a professional presentation? 

 

ñOSWESTRY SPEAKERS CLUBò 
 

can offer you the guidance and supportive encouragement to be a star and achieve your goal. 
 

Fortnightly evening meetings held in the Oswestry area. Venue TBC  
 

If you would like to develop your own skills or share your experience in public speaking to help others improve 
theirs, then we would love to hear from you. 

 

Come and see what we do........we wonôt bite. 
 

For more information please contact: 
Heather Noble 

Email: heather@heatherly.com 
Phone 07843 006984 

The opening of the Boathouse  Restaurant, on Sunday  

12th July, by Shropshire Council Chairman Cllr 

Malcolm Pate,(2nd from left), Jenni Ord of the 

Lottery Heritage Fund, Cllr Steve Charmley and 

Ellesmereôs Mayor Cllr B Knight . 

http://www.uccc.co.uk/uccc/index.jsp
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During my time in the Arrangerôs Dept at Feldmans 

prior to my call up in 1940 to HM Forces, I was asked 

one day by our Recording Manager John Firman if I 

would like to do an arrangement for Alf Van Straten 

who had a Dance Band that played at Quaglinoôs 

restaurant one of Londonôs popular night clubs in 

the 1930ôs ï 40ôs.  They also broadcast on the 

Radio. 
 

I agreed to have a try at this which 

would be my first attempt at 

arranging for a Band. 
 

It was a small combination of 6-7 

musicians including an accordionist. 
 

I did have some advice from my colleague, 

our Senior Arranger Alf Peterson.  I 

completed the arrangement and the following 

day had to take it for the Band to rehearse. 
 

It was a jazzed up version of a very old song entitled 

ñIôm forever blowing Bubblesò and eventually it was 

played on a Radio Broadcast during one of the BBCôs 

weekly Dance Band transmissions. 
 

John Firman came from a musical family, one of four 

famous sons.  Bert died in 1999 age 93 the last 

surviving pre-war Band Leaders from Londonôs West 

End (a favourite of the Prince of Wales Edward VIII).  

Sidney (violin) leader of the London Radio Dance 

Band died in 1932 age 36.  Sammy Lead Violin 

Empire Theatre Leicester Square died in 1941 

age 47. 
 

During the Summer Feldmanôs were 

responsible for producing Variety 

Shows on the Pier at Blackpool and 

many of the top names performed 

there including Donald Peers, Tessie 

OôShea (Two ton Tessie), Florence 

Desmond, Florrie Ford, Sam Brown 

and Elsie Carlisle. 
 

Popular songs in the 1930ôs ï 40ôs 

were completely different from todayôs 

pop songs.  For one thing they had a verse and a 

chorus, which you donôt have today.  Sometimes there 

would be more than one verse and occasionally lyrics 

had to be written for an additional verse.  At Feldmans 

we had an employee named Charlie Dunn and he wrote 

lyrics for these additional verses and I was detailed to 

help him at the Piano. 
 

So in 1940 I was called to HM Forces where I served in 

the Army until 1945. 
 

 

Geo. Tomkinson. 
 

Church Street  

Ellesmere  

Shropshire  

Tel/Fax  

01691 622343  

TEXACO  

Open 7 days a week  

6.30 am to 10 pm Monday to Saturday  

(7.30 am to 10 pm Sunday)  
 

Mere Motors Ltd.  

Petrol  Diesel  Sweets  

Cigarettes  Snacks  Newspapers  

Sandwiches  Groceries  Cards & Gifts  

Coal & Gas  Phonecards  Dry -cleaning  

Memories of a Semi-Professional MusicianðPart 3 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gemini 
Ladies and Gents 

Hairstylists, 
Wig consultancy and styling. 

 
52 High Street,  

Wem,   01939 232186. 
And                          

10 Watergate Arcade, 
Whitchurch,   01948 662624. 

Schwarzkopf  

Professional Salon. 
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ELLESMERE RURAL  PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Meetings of the Parish Council were held on Thursday, 16th April 2009 and Monday, 11th May 2009 at Ellesmere 

Town Hall. 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
 

The Annual Parish Meeting took place on Thursday, 23 rd  April 2009 at Criftins Parish Hall. The 
Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Mrs Celia Wilde welcomed all present and gave the 

following report:  
 

ñEllemere Rural Parish Council has over the past year been very involved in discussion on both changes to the electoral 

boundaries and on the unitary authority for Shropshire. 

I would particularly like to thank Councillor Graham Lea for all his work, over a considerable period of time, on the Boundary 

changes, the result of which is a much more satisfactory outcome than was originally proposed.ò 
 

Planning can and is very contentious at times and the Parish Council takes a great deal of time and trouble in 

accessing all the plans and makes many recommendations on behalf of everyone concerned. We fully admit that we 

do not always get the desired result but we often get an amicable compromise. I would also like to thank Councillor 

Laurence Weilding, the Chairman of the Planning Committee and all those who assisted him in all their hard work 

in this respect.  
 

North Shropshire District Council came to an end on the 31st March 2009 and all its affairs were transferred to the 

new Shropshire Council. The election for the new Councillors will take place on the 4th June 2009. We all hope that 

the transition will be smooth and the outcome effective for the whole area. 
 

With regard to education our local school at Criftins is providing very good educational standards for our children 

and through consultations and representations, which have been taking place over the last year, the school is safe 

from closure at present. 
 

There are continually problems with our roads, such as overgrown hedgerows, potholes, dirty lanes and water leaks. 

We report all of these problems to the Highways Authority who deal with most but not as quickly as we would like. 

Something you have probably noticed frequently is the introduction of new speed limits in both Welsh Frankton 

and Dudleston Heath. 
 

A big thank you should go to Councillor Peter Broadbent and this Parish Hall Committee for providing land 

suitable for the use of allotments. I know that all plots have been taken up and there is already a waiting list. 
 

As Chairman I have represented the Parish Council at the Ellesmere Triathlon, the Tribunal into Local schooling, 

the Remembrance Service and the Civic Service. The Parish Council is there to service all parts of the Parish. Out 

Council meetings are held on the second Monday on each month, except August and time reserved at all the 

meetings for Public Questions. We regularly submit articles on the activities of the Parish Council to the local 

Parish Magazine and we thank them for including these in their publication. We have our own dedicated Website 

and most of our villages have a Parish Notice Board. We aim to become a ñQuality Councilò in the near future.ò 
 

Councillor Mrs Wilde then presented the Biennial Ellesmere Rural Community Awards to the following: 
 

Mrs. Marie Powell of Higher Perthy in respect of her contribution to the  

Community and to the Church. 
 

Mr Jack Strange also of Higher Perthy for his contribution over many years to the local Community. 
 

Mr David Bevan of Dudleston Heath for his voluntary work locally as Tree Warden. 
 

The Reverend Anne Netherwood for her contribution to the Parish Churches of Dudleston, Criftins and Welsh 

Frankton. 

 

Mr Joe and Mrs Lily Morgan of Dudleston Heath for their contribution, especially for hosting the Annual Show and 

Gymkhana.  
 

Mr Brian and Mrs Ruth Dulson of Dudleston in respect of their contribution to the Community and to the Church. 
 

The Organisational Award was presented to the Womenôs Royal Voluntary Service (Ellesmere Branch) 
 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 9) 
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MAY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

This is the Annual General Meeting when officers of the Council are elected for the ensuing year. Councillor 

Mrs Kay Egerton was elected Chairman and Councillor Steve Davenport was elected Vice-Chairman.  
 

NEW COUNCILLOR  
 

Mr Sandy Palmer of Stockton House, Lower Frankton was co-opted  to the Parish Council to represent the Welsh Frankton 

Ward. 

COUNCILLORS  

Dudleston Ward  
Councillor Mrs Kay E Egerton Tel: 01691 690250 

Councillor Mrs Celia V A Wilde Tel: 01691 690797 

Councillor John S Baker Tel: 01691 690224 

Councillor Mrs Pat A Clubbe Tel: 01978 710727 
 

Dudleston Heath Ward  
Councillor Ms Janet M Gargiulo Tel: 01691 690484 

Councillor Laurence Weilding Tel: 01691 690459 

Councillor Peter R Broadbent Tel: 01691 690304 

Councillor Ian C Ward Tel: 01691 690446 
 

Tetchill Ward  
Councillor A. Graham Lea Tel: 01691 622700 

Councillor C. Roger Hampson Tel: 01691 622161 
 

Welsh Frankton Ward  
Councillor Stephen H Davenport Tel: 01691 622360 

Councillor Sandy Palmer Tel: 01691 623575 

Clerk to the Parish Council:  

Mrs Anne Howls, 

The Newlands, Crosscut Lane, Baschurch  

Tel No 01939 260442. 

Email ellesmerepc@ssmesh.net 

Web Site  - www.ellesmererpc.org.uk 

Ellesmere Twinning Association 
was 30 years old on April 6th 2009. 
 

It was a day to remember, that day in 1979 when 

Ellesmere became a ótwin townô to Diksmuide in 

Belgium. A Full coach had travelled to see the 

ceremony; the delegation led by the Mayor of 

Ellesmere, Ron Roberts (who later became the chairman 

of the Ellesmere Twinning Association). It was the first 

time for the Mayoral chain to be on display. 

Many of the people on the coach for that first visit had 

not held a passport and it was a great adventure, leaving 

Ellesmere early in the morning by coach, crossing the 

channel and travelling on the ówrong side of the roadô. 

We were late arriving at the Town Hall and the band 

had been waiting so long that they had retired to the pub 

next door to wait and there was a dash when we arrived 

to play óItôs a long way to Tipperaryô in about 6 

different tempos! 

We were fortunate in that we had met the couple we 

would be staying with and indeed we became firm 

friends until Albertôs sudden death in 2000. For others it 

was unknown territory, however many friendships were 

formed on that first visit which have continued through 

the years. Travelling with us on that first visit was the 

chairman, Herbert Skett and his wife Dora, the secretary 

JJ Williams, his wife Joan and children Simon and 

Suzanne. 
 

Unfortunately, or fortunately, foreign travel is a lot 

easier 30 years on but I am sure that the excitement and 

expectation of 1979 was a real bonus for our 5 day 

break. I say unfortunately because with the ease of 

travel it is harder to get new people to join us ïbelieve 

me, they do not know what they are missing. By living 

and eating in a family home and to be part of an 

extended family; nearly all speak English as it is taught 

in the schools, and although the native tongue is Flemish 

they want to try out their English (so much for all my 

hard work!) 
 

We shall be hosting a party of friends from Diksmuide 

from 14th to 18th August and a celebration luncheon 

will take place on Monday 17th at the Sweeney Hall 

Hotel. The tales we can tell of the happenings over the 

30 years would surely fill a book and thatôs only our 

side! 

Long Live Ellesmere! 

Long Live Diksmuide! 

Long Live Twinning! 

That is the toast which is proposed at our meetings. 
 

Verna Roberts 
Secretary of Ellesmere Twinning Association 
 

NB We are not Council funded and raise all money ourselves. 
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As I am running out of routes that start and end in 

Ellesmere for this series of walks, and I am avoiding the 

use of a car, this walk involves catching the bus to 

Welsh Frankton and returning to Ellesmere by field 

footpaths and the canal towpath. 
 

The 449 bus service leaves Cross Street Ellesmere by the 

Town Hall on Monday to Friday at 30 minutes past each 

hour from 0930 to 1430; there is then a gap until 1640; 

best to check these times beforehand -  timetables are 

available from Infolink in Wharf Road. As I have a bus 

pass I do not know what the fare is!  

Alight at Welsh Frankton opposite the village hall, cross 

the road and walk back up the pavement past the church 

as far as the junction signed Tetchill. Cross back over the 

main road with care, and walk down the lane for a little 

over a hundred metres until you reach a pair of stone 

pillars on the left. Look for a gap in the stone wall on 

your right and go through to a way-marked stile beyond 

the holly trees. Climb over into a field of long grass (all 

such descriptions apply to early June this year), and head 

down to the far end of the field, ignoring a stile on your 

right just beyond two telegraph poles. Cross a double 

stile and a single strand fence into the next field, and 

then bear slightly right heading to the right of two oak 

trees on the far side. Cross a wooden fence and two 

single barbed wire fences (which are well protected), and 

continue again bearing right towards an ash tree just 

before a telegraph pole, where there is another single 

strand fence and another stile.  

Drop down very carefully onto the lane, and turn left. 

This short section is dangerous, and I usually choose to 

walk in the middle in the hope that drivers are more 

likely to spot me that way. I donôt think this technique is 

recommended in the Highway Code!  

Happily after walking on this lane for no more than 300 

metres you turn right onto a quiet lane that only leads to 

a cottage and a farm. At the farm, look out for the stile 

by the gate and cross here and walk past the derelict 

farm buildings and along to the canal bridge. Here you 

are supposed to climb under/jump over a strand of 

barbed wire in order to cross the stile next to the gate. 

On the other hand the gate could be climbed but was a 

bit rickety! Either way, cross the canal bridge, turn left, 

climb the stile and drop down onto the canal towpath, 

and turn right. 
 

There is an alternative to this last section: at the farm 

continue along the lane until it crosses the canal and join 

the towpath there and walk back towards Frankton 

Junction ï there are no stiles on this section. 
 

After going under Bridge 1W, turn back right to the gate, 

then walk over the bridge and go down onto the towpath 

again, but now on the opposite bank. There are two 

conveniently placed seats facing the canal junction along 

this short section and you might feel like a rest by now! 

Once refreshed, leave the towpath by the bridge beyond 

the seats and turn left up the lane. 
 

The three Frankton locks are open for boats between 12 

noon and 2pm, and during the summer there often 

several boats waiting to lock down onto the Montgomery 

canal. For a closer look, continue on the towpath at 

bridge 1W round to the top lock to watch the action. 

This will make you a ñgongoozlerò ï a word used by 

boaters for those who only stand and stare! You can 

cross the locks by a footbridge - it is not really safe to 

cross on a lock gate ï and then walk round through a 

small car park and across the bridge and continue up the 

lane. 
 

Continue up the lane and round a left hand bend to a 

junction, and here turn right. Continue to the end of this 

short lane, and at the field gate go through a small steel 

gate to the left, taking care not to trip on the steel bar at 

ground level which is probably hidden by vegetation. 

Turn back to the right and head across the field to an oak 

tree where there is a stile and a footbridge to cross. Then 

turn left and head across a field of potatoes (see note 

near the beginning concerning crops), cross a stile and 

head diagonally left across a second field of potatoes.  

Cross yet another stile and follow the path through two 

wheat fields. Full marks to the farmer here for creating a 

metre wide track across his land, making it possible to 

walk two or three abreast for a while. To your right is a 

steep sided little hill, the Val. This is an erratic ï a block 

of rock transported from mountains to the west or north 

by ice during the last ice age, and marooned here when 

the ice melted some 12000 years ago. 

You next come to a stile along the boundary fence of a 

garden, so cross onto the front lawn and leave again by 

another stile, while you consider the historical 

circumstances that result in public rights of way 

allowing you to walk through private gardens! 

Walk along a lane until you reach the canal again. 

Walk Facts:- 1:25000 map: Explorer 240 Oswestry/Croesoswallt  Distance: 4 miles or 6.5 kms  Time: allow two 

hours  Terrain: Fairly easy going, but there are about twenty assorted stiles and fences, so this route is for the 

reasonably agile. The footpaths are generally fairly good and the canal towpath is in good condition. Two fields 

had cattle in, but they were no problem at all.             

I have included three short alternative routes, with a suggestion for a considerably longer option as well. Of 

course at different times of year conditions and the state of arable fields can vary considerably. As always 

binoculars are handy for picking out stiles as well as for bird watching. 

A Walk from Welsh Frankton to Ellesmere 
One of an occasional series by David Farncombe 
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  Music by the Mere 2009  -  

all concerts commence at 6.30 pm 

in Colemere Church 

Sept to Oct  £5 admission,  

Nov to Dec - donations  
 

 

September 13th 

A celebration of Owain Glyn Dwr-

proclaimed Prince of Wales 600 years ago.  

The Dyffryn Ceriog Male Voice Choir (Côr 

Meibion Dyffryn Ceiriog) with Christopher 

Jobson telling the story of Glyn Dwr, his 

local connections and the latest research.  
  

October 11th  
The Prees Ladies Choir   

A delightful musical evening that includes 

poetry, solos and choir items.  
  

November 8th 

Festival of Remembrance with the 

Ellesmere Branch of the British Legion 

Commemoration of the 70th anniversary of 

the declaration of World War II and 65th 

anniversary of  D Day. 

  

December 13th 

A candlelit celebration of Christmas with 

seasonal refreshments   

 

You will immediately realise that you could have kept to 

the canal towpath all the way from Frankton Junction, 

but in fact that route is slightly longer because of the 

detours that the canal was forced to take around the little 

hill known as the Val, and the field footpath route makes 

for more variety ï but the choice is yours! 

Should you want to continue the walk for an extra 

couple of miles, you can continue on the lane over the 

canal bridge to Tetchill, and along lanes to Ellesmere 

(but this route is quite busy) or to Lea, and back to 

Ellesmere past the entrance to Ellesmere College. The 

verges are generally wider along this latter route. 
 

Walk down the steps to the towpath and turn left under 

the bridge and follow the towpath all the way back to 

Ellesmere, enjoying views of the Brow to the left, where 

the walk started, and across fields to Ellesmere College 

to the right. Beyond Coachmanôs Bridge you pass a 

number of moored boats, ranging from the gleaming 

new to the just-about-afloat! 

Once past the Ellesmere British Waterways Yard, which 

is due to be renovated during the summer of 2009, you 

bear left at the canal junction and continue along the 

Town Arm to the wharf and the new developments 

taking place on the site of the former dairy. 
 

One further detour is possible: about a kilometre or half 

a mile beyond Coachmanôs Bridge there is a stile in the 

hedge accessed up a new flight of steps. If you then bear 

right, the path takes you across this field and two further 

fields (with of course stiles) until you reach Lakelands 

School. Follow the path round past the games courts and 

out onto Berwyn View and thence to Scotland Street. 

For the last several months a double barbed wire fence 

has been blocking this route near the corner of the 

school playing field, but by turning left along the fence 

you should find that an opening has been cut allowing a 

return to the way-marked route. 

 

If you have any comments about this walk, or just to say 

that you have tried it, please contact the Editor. Enjoy 

your walking ï its free and its good for body and soul! 
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by Diane Smith and Kate Westgate 
Ellesmere is a fantastic starting point for cyclists.  Many 

touring and leisure cyclists arenôt looking for straight 

roads and the smoothest tarmac so they can clock up 

some fantastic times; they want quiet lanes, lovely views 

and the chance to be at peace with nature.  It is our 

experience that Ellesmere is especially blessed with all 

three ï there are many parts of the country where 

cyclists could only dream of what we have got.  And 

yet ... Some people have a prejudiced view that cycling 

in the 21st century is always dangerous and that any 

route will be bedevilled by traffic.  This is not our 

experience.  We want to encourage people back onto 

their bikes or to go a little further than they are used to 

going. 

So, this is the first article on bike rides which can be 

enjoyed from Ellesmere.  There is already an excellent 

leaflet describing routes from about 14 to 28 miles in 

length (and, by the way, we think they are very good!)  

This free leaflet can be found in a number of places, e.g. 

Infolink, the Library and the doctorsô surgery.  If you are 

on the internet, there is an excellent website too  - 

www.shropshirecycling.co.uk.  

We are starting with a long route because shorter ones 

(e.g. 40 miles) would be more suited to the winter 

months.  60 miles may seem a lot, but the gradients are 

so easy, itôs like 40 or 50 miles of a more strenuous 

route.  (Our combined age, by the way, is 124, so donôt 

think this is only achievable by bright young things!) 

This route ï as the name suggests - links two canals and 

we briefly visit Wales and enjoy the stunning 

countryside of both Shropshire and Cheshire. Ellesmere, 

of course, was a very important canal centre in the 19th 

century, giving its name to The Ellesmere Canal which 

was begun in 1797 to connect The Montgomery Canal at 

Frankton to Whitchurch.  By 1805 it was connected to 

The Chester Canal at Hurleston, a few miles north of 

Nantwich itself only a few miles north of our destination 

for this ride ï Audlem.  In 1813 the Ellesmere Canal 

Company and the Chester Canal Company merged to 

form the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company. It was 

not until 1835, however, that a canal was built linking an 

area near Wolverhampton to Nantwich, passing through 

Audlem just before reaching Nantwich. 

Today, the canal from Hurleston through Ellesmere to 

Llangollen is called The Llangollen Canal and the whole 

section from near Wolverhampton all the way to 

Ellesmere Port is called the Shropshire Union Canal.   

The wharf at Ellesmere would have been very busy in its 

heyday, with boatloads of limestone, coal and iron being 

significant cargoes.  Audlem, too, has a wharf and it was 

busy with a variety of goods including corn, coal and 

salt.  However, the arrival of the railways meant that 

canal trade soon had a strong rival.  What made that 

ñlateò canal special was its construction with deep 

cuttings and flights of locks, unlike twisty canals with 

single or perhaps a pair of locks now and again.  The 

flight of 15 locks is 1 ½  miles long at Audlem and is 

one of the gems of Englandôs canal system.  On this trip 

you can savour this flight, enjoying sweeping views 

across the Cheshire countryside towards Wales and take 

in some of the history of the place. 

The Wharf at 

Audlem has a 

famous canal side 

pub called ñThe 

Shroppie Flyò.  The 

pub takes its name 

from fly boats 

which were very 

fast boats running 

nonstop, day and 

night delivering 

important and perishable goods.  They were run by 4 

men, changing horses on the move.  They had priority 

over nearly all other canal traffic.  The fly boats run by 

the company operating on this canal became the most 

famous fly boats of all, and represented the zenith of 

wooden narrow boat construction before the final 

decline of canal transport. You might want to stop here 

for lunchtime refreshment but there are other options in 

Audlem. 

Opposite the impressive church down a little snicket is a 

well known cafe popular with cyclists called The old 

Priest House.  (phone 01270 811749).  Find out more 

about it on the internet.  We had a well priced and very 

tasty, toasted sandwich and good coffee.  Some cyclists 

we talked to highly recommended the ñall day 

breakfastò. 

Cycling the canal towpath 

You can cycle down the towpath, taking due care, of 

course, but for this you would need a BWB permit.  This 

is easy to get. They are free. Go to 

www.waterscape.com and follow the links to ñGet a 

permitò.  You print it off and there you are. 

You might want to walk your bike down, just over a 

mile.  There is nearly always boating activity to enjoy, 

either expert boat handlers or novices getting into a bit 

of a spin!  We met a lady owner of an historic narrow 

boat, built in 1936.  She was happy to chat as boaters 

often are.  Her ñcargoò was enough elm trans-shipped 

from Hull which she was taking to Stourport to a 

boatyard where the boat was going to be re-bottomed, 

the second time in its history.  The old engine sounded 

lovely, giving a slow ñpop-popò sound. So letôs get 

started 

Do look at the maps before starting your ride.  Consider 

it will be harder in adverse weather conditions, e.g. 

strong wind or in winter.  Please realise that you are 

responsible for your own safety and undertake the trip at 

your own risk.   

We hope you enjoy the route as much as we did. 

Two Countries, Two Canals and Three Counties Bike Ride  
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Hannah holds a news 

surgery at Ellesmere 

Infolink every Wednesday 

from  

10.30am - 12 noon 

Hannah Bamford 

hannahbamford@nwn.co.uk 

Two Countries, Two Canals and Three Counties Bike Ride  
THE ROUTE 

   ( Please take care when crossing A and B roads.)   

¶ Leave Ellesmere along Birch Road passing the Marina. Take the 1st Left. On reaching Lee turn Left passing 

Whitemere on your right to reach and cross the A528. Go past Wood Lane nature reserve and take the 2nd Left   

(SP Lyneal) turn Left at TJct. and continue past Colemere to the Hamlet of Lyneal. Turn Right then 2nd Left to 

reach the B5063. 

¶ Turn Right and take the 2nd Left in Northwood to Dobsonôs Bridge, after crossing the Shropshire  Union 

canal take the 1st Right (SP Bostock Hall) continue through  Whixall to the B5476, turn left and take 1st Right, 

(SP Prees Station) continue into Prees and cross the A49. 

¶ Go up the hill and take the 1st Left (SP Calverhall) continue forward and cross both the A442,  and the A41.      

( Do not attempt to cross lower down by Sandford).  

¶ Continue along lane to reach a TJct. in Calverhall turn Left then 1st Right. Continue forward to crossroads, 

turn Left (SP Shavington), at TJct. turn Left (Note the small lakes on your right) turn 1st Left (SP Wilkesley) 

turn 1st Right into Heywood Lane and follow through to the A529. 

¶ Soon you will come to the canal bridge. At this point you cross the bridge and join the canal towpath on 

your left, go down the locks to the centre of Audlem.  Leave the canal towpath and join the A525.   (Now is the 

time to take a lunch break) 

                                          -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

¶ Leave Audlem on the A525 in the direction of Whitchurch. You need to take the 1st Right and then the 1st 

Left, turning Right at the next TJct. Continue to Aston and cross the A530. Forward passing over the railway 

and into Wrenbury. Continue straight on crossing the interesting drawbridge over the canal by The Dusty Millar 

P.H. Continue to crossroads. 

¶ Turn Left into Holdridge Lane (SP Norbury) at next crossroads turn Right (SP Malpas)  at TJct. Turn Right 

into Snab Lane. Cross the A49. continue and cross the staggered crossroads on the A41. Forward through No 

Mans Heath. At mini Islands follow sign for Malpas. Continue to TJct. in Malpas. Turn Left. (However if you 

wish to visit the caf® named ñThe Fire Stationò turn right at and go up the hill in the high street, it is the white 

building on your left. 

¶ After your tea stop, itôs back down the hill, look for a Right hand turn into Mastiff Lane. Continue for 3 İ 

miles to TJct. in Threapwood, turn Left and Left again at the memorial. At Sarn Bridge turn Right (SP 

Mulsford) forward and cross the A525. 

¶ Continue forward. At bottom of hill where road bends left, turn sharp Right (care required).  Continue to 

A539. Turn Left then 1st Right, continue and cross the A528. On reaching the B5068, (take care when crossing 

the staggered crossroads). You are almost home, turn Left at TJct. then Left again to reach the B5068, turn 

Right and follow road down into Ellesmere.  

David Coughlin 

Home Care 
 

Personal Care and Home Tasks 

NVQ 4 Qualified 

 
Tel: 01691 622572 

Or 

07947 49933 



Mere News  Issue 42             page 14  

The Flower and Produce Show 
organised by the Ellesmere and District Gardenersô 

Club will take place on 

Saturday 29th August in 

the Market  Hal l , 

Ellesmereða major 

event in the events 

calendar for Ellesmere. 
 

The Show can be traced 

back to 1902 (we have a 

minute book), but a local 

historian says it goes 

back much further! This year will be the 25th year that 

the Garden Club has arranged the show.  
 

It is an OPEN SHOW which means anyone and 

everyone can enter. Schedules can be obtained from 

the Chairman of the Club, Mrs Verna Roberts, Verona 

Cottage, Wharf Road, Ellesmere Infolink, Fred Roberts 

and Dudleston Heath Post Office. There are 99 classes 

including a children's section. There are 15 cups in all, 

plus the Banksian Medal, presented by the RHS. 
 

This year we are pleased to announce that there will be 

a new trophy for the Floral Art section; this will be 

named the Floral Art Trophy and we hope that we have 

many entries to compete for it. 
 

The Ellesmere Group of WIôs will once again have 

their Group competition with 5 WIôs competing for the 

Mary Price Cup and an individual class for WI 

members only of a cake, to recipe given. There are 4 

cups in the WI section. 
 

This year we will have the pleasure of welcoming Alan 

Wilding of Radio Shropshire to present the cups and 

trophies. Alan presents the Gardening Programme on 

the   radio station.  
 

There will be trade stands of interest to the viewers-

plants, cards, upholstery and Top House Farm ice 

cream and it has become a ritual to try the super 

homemade refreshments made and served by members 

of the Gardenersô Club. 
 

A mammoth draw will take place with 

many worthwhile prizes. The judging of the 

show is under the rules of the RHS and WI. 

The show opens to the public at about 2pm 

and the prize giving is at 3.30pm. 

Admission is just 50p for adults and 10p for 

children. 

 

Verna Roberts 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating  

Save the Children Fund 
 

 

Itôs 90 years  since our local heroine, Eglantyne Jebb  

had the idea of saving children suffering from the 

effects of war. Following a time as a teacher during 

which she decided that  it was not for her, Ellesmereôs 

Eglantyne, along with  her sister Dorothy, responded to 

the horrors of the aftermath of World War I by 

organising relief work for the children of the defeated 

nations.  
 

Starting as a pressure group, the Fight the Famine 

Council founded in 1919 soon became the Save the 

Children Fund aimed at the starving German and 

Austrian childrenï the victims of the Allied blockade 

of those countries.  
 

To mark the success of the fund over the years the 

Ellesmere Chamber of Commerce has organised a 

concert by The Mere on 5th September 2009. A 

programme of child friendly music will be performed 

and the evening will close at about 10 p.m with a 

magnificent Fireworks Display seen across The Mere. 

The prestigious British Philharmonic Concert 

Orchestra will be playing a fantastic selection of light 

classical music that the whole family will recognize 

and enjoy as well as being joined by two soloists. 

Music will include a selection from Phantom of the 

Opera, the theme from Harry Potter and the 

Dambusters March as well as a small ñPromsò section 

to finish. 

Local sponsors for the event include those shown on 

the opposite page.  
 

If you want to learn more about the concert, you can 

look out for  news items in The Shropshire Star and on 

the website www.ellesmere.info. You can buy advance 

tickets via links from the above websites or locally 

from Shropshire Star offices, Ellesmere Infolink and 

the Meres Visitor Centre.  

2009 

and much more 

FRIDAY 11th to 

SUNDAY 13th 

SEPTEMBER 

 

(On new town square)  


